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HP  HE  diftinguifliing  event  of  the  year  1803  was 
the  termination  of  the  peace,  about  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  which  fuch  ftrenuous  debates  had  been  main¬ 
tained,  and  fuch  oppofite  opinions  held.  The  violence 

i.  ■  *  *■  •  ■  •  *■*•■••••  ■  -  • 

and  injuftice  of  the  French  Government  were  fo  un- 
difguifed,  that  little  hope  could  be  entertained  that 
the  Britifh  nation  could  long  acquiefce  in  them,  and 
hope  to  retain  the  character,  or  even  the  name  of  In¬ 
dependence.  Yet  the  time  and  manner  in  which  re* 
fiftance  fhould  be  difplayed  were  points  of  the  utmoft 
delicacy.  The  experience  of  the  late  conteft,  and  the  fuc- 
cefsful  efforts  of  party  during  its  continuance,  fhewed  the 
neceffity  of  making  the  grounds  of  war,  if  poftible, 
not  only  evident  to  the  judicious,  but  popular  among 
men  of  all  claffes.  Had  a  fyftem  of  irritation  been 
purfued  by  Great  Britain,  a  large  party  in  the  nation 
would  have  declared  vehemently  again  ft  the  war,  as 
a  continuance  of  that  which  they  had  decried  as 
the  fyftem  of  injuftice  adopted  toward  France  ever  fince 
the  Revolution.  On  the  other  hand,  had  mea- 
fures  of  felf-defence  been  too  long  delayed,  a  fenti- 
Hient  of  indifference,  or  even  defpair,  would  have  been 

*  expreffed ; 


expreffed  ;  for  where  endurance  had  exceeded  all  li¬ 
mits  of  reafon,  refinance  would  have  been  confi- 
dered  as  unavailing  and  aimed  hopelefs.  It  would 
be  rafli  to  affert  that  the  Englifh  Government  feleHed 
exactly  the  time  which  alone  was  fit  for  exertion,  but, 

if  a  judgment  may  be  formed  from  the  general  feel- 
* 

ing  of  all  claffes  of  men,  they  were  as  near  it  as 
poffible.  A  party  of  inconfiderable  number  did,  indeed, 
exprefs  themfeives  adverfe  to  the  war,  but,  on  the 
whole,  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  Hiftory  affords  no  in- 
dance  where  the  people,  with  an  impuife  fo  general, 

milled  to  arms,  and  cheerfully  prepared  to  make  every 

. 

exertion  and  every  facrifice* 

•  •  •  *  •  !  .  *  ;  f  .  V  *  *.  »  *  ' 
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To  trace  the  fource  and  progrefs  of  this  difpute 
has  been  the  principal  objedl  of  the  prefent  Volume. 
The  aggreffions  of  France  againft  Switzerland,  and 
the  final  extinction  of  liberty  in  that  unhappy  coun¬ 
try  are  diffinCtly  noted.  The  infidious  war  waged  on 
the  commerce,  independence  and  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain  is  carefully  narrated.  The  meafgres  of  rellft- 
ance  and  the  negotiations  which  led  to  the  war  are  de¬ 
tailed  ;  together  with’  the  fir  ft  a£ts  of  lioftiiity,  the 
unprincipled  invafion  and  fpoliation  of  the  neutral  and 
defencelefs  territory  of  Hanover,  and  the  Hill  more 
grofs  violation  of  all  national  faith,  in  the  feizure  and 
imprifonment  of  the  fubjeCts  of  Great  Britain  in  France 
and  Holland,  To  t  hefe  are  added  the  preparations  of 
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the  enemy  to  fubjugate  the  Kingdom  by  invafion,  paid 
the  glorious  exertions  made  to  repel  fuch  an  attempt, 

A  copious  publication  of  official  documents  by  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  which,  as  an  authentic  and  valuable 
record,  has  been  preferved  in  this  Volume,  has  ren¬ 
dered  the  narrative  of  many  of  thefe  tranfaftions  pecu¬ 
liarly  certain  and  clear.  The  view  of  French  proceed¬ 
ings  in  Saint  Domingo  has  been  continued,  and  in  thk* 
as  in  the  former  Volume,  great  reliance  has  been  placed 
on  a  narrative  publiffied  by  a  Britifli  Officer,  who  had 

%  t 

means  of  feeing  the  events  he  has  related.  The  de¬ 
bates  are,  according  to  the  promife  in  the  Preface  to  the 
preceding  Volume,  compreffed,  as  much  as  could  be 
confiftent  with  an  intelligible  detail,  and,  on  the  whole* 

>  ,  •  ..&L  •  ■■■-''  1  •'lb ..  /.  v 

no  effort  has  been  fpared,  to  render  this  Volume  worthy 
the  patronage  of  the  Public,  and  creditable  to  thofe  who 
are  engaged  in  the  publication. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Caufes  of  Difatisfadion  between  England  and  France ;  French  ref  taints  on 
Commerce .  Correfpondence  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Fame  packet.  Further 
cafes  of feizurey  hi  which  no  fatisfadion  was  obtained  from  the  French  govern  ~ 
ment.  Other  fubjeds  of  difagreement  arife.  Affairs  of  Switzerland* 
Cotidud  of  France  toward  that  Country  during  the  war.  French  Troops 
withdrawn  at  the  Peace.  A  Party  fent  to  Paris  to  folicit  the  Interference 
of  Bonaparte ,  which  he  at  firjl  declines.  Diet  at  Berne.  They  form  the 
Outline  of  a  Confitution.  Decree  of  Amnefy.  Oppofithn  of  the  pfovi- 
Jtonal  Government.  The  Deputies  of  the  three  fmaller  Cantons  withdraw. 
Their  addrefs  to  Bonaparte.  His  views  on  the  Valais.  Troops  fent  there 
under  General  Thurreau .  Inejfedual  Oppoftion  of  late  diet .  General 
opprefjton  of  Switzerland .  New  conjlitutional  body  at  Berne .  Oppofed  by 
a  Diet  at  Schwitz.  Remanfi ranee  of  the  latter  to  the  French  Minifer * 
The  confitutional  body  require  French  Troops.  Their  proclamations. 
Several  cantons  take  up  Arms  in  favour  of  Liberty.  Their  SuCcefs.  General 
Enthufiafm.  The  executive  Council  driven  from  Berne.  Vigorous  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Patriots.  Their  Proclamation.  They  form  a  Plan  of  a 
Confitution.  They  difpatch  Minifers  to  Paris.  Apparent  difpoftion  of 
the  French  government.  Delufve  condud  of  Talleyrand.  Tyrannical 
Proclamation  of  Bonaparte.  Inejfedual  remonf  ranee  of  the  Swift  Minifer 9 

Adrvity  of  the  new  government.  Arrival  of  general  Rapp  with  Bonei~ 
parte* s  Proclamation.  General  Ney  enters  the  country  With  an  Army.  The 
Swifs  obliged  to  fubmit.  Contributions  levied  by  the  French  troops.  Many 
of  the  Patriots  imprifoned. 

WHILE  many  Englilh  gen-  lies  wefe  gaining  ground  between 

tlemen,  allured  by  curiolu  that  country  apd  Great  Britain 

ty,  or  attracted  by  party,  or  other  which  portended  a  fpeedy  terminal 
feelings,  wefe  fpending  the  fuinmef  tion  Of  the  peace  fo  recently  elhu 
in  France,  difputes  and  controver-  blilhed. 

Vol.  XLV.  or  Vql,  III.  New  Series.  ,r A j  Ccru 
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Confidering  how  dear  to  Eng¬ 
land,  the  purfuit  and  extenfion  of 
commerce  mu  ft  ever  be,  while  her 
government  rightly  confults  her 
interefts  ;  the  ruler  of  France 
could  not  but  know  that  the  ftrft 
real  pledge  of  returning  amity  to 
be  expe&ed  from  pacification,  was 
the  relaxation  of  fome  of  the  reft  no¬ 
tions  which  had  been  impofed  on 
trade  during  the  moft  violent  peri¬ 
ods  of  the  French  revolution.  It 
would  indeed  have  been  abfurd  to 
expett  that  the  inrercourfe  between 
the  twocountrieslhould  immediate¬ 
ly  be  re-eftablifhed  as  it  flood  in 
1789  ;  perhaps  a  revival  of  that 
fyllem  was  never  to  be  looked  lor ; 
but  if  fuch  an  event  would  have 
been  too  great  and  too  fudden  a 
derdidlionof  the  precautions  which 
Fra?  ce  might  deem  neceffary  for 
her  own  fecurity,  the  too  rigid 
maintenance  of  decrees  of  exclu- 
fion  appeared  to  imply,  that  mu¬ 
tual  friendlhip  and  confidence  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries  was  never 
to  return. 

^  A  correfponden.ce  on  a  fub- 

1 ' 02*jedlafifingoutofthefe  decrees 

of  exdufion  had  been  begun  even 

before  thedefinitive  treaty  of  peace 

was  fioned,  and  before  the  endof  the 
©  *  m 

year,  many  other  inftances  occur¬ 
red,  which  it  may  not  be  uielefs  to 
recapitulate,  as  proofs  at  once  of  the 
captioufnefs,harfh  nefs  and  meannefs 
of  the  French  government.  The 
firft  cafe  was  that  of  a  fchooner, 
called  the  Fame  Packet,  which  fail¬ 
ed  on  the  1 9  th  of  December  1801, 
from  the  port  of  Southampton, 
bound  for  jerfey,  laden  with  ftores 
for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon,  and 
having  on  board  twenty-five  paf- 
fengers,  among  whom  were  many 
women  and  children.  The  day 
after  this  veffel  failed,  fhe  was  com¬ 


pelled  by  a  violent  tempeft  to  put 
into  the  port  of  Cherbourg.  The 

X.  C 

mafter  immediately  went  on  fhore, 
and  made  his  declaration  at  the 
cuftom  houfe,  hoping  that,  as  the 
preliminaries  of  peace  had  been 
figned,  the  common  rights  of  com¬ 
panion  would  not  have  been  with¬ 
held,  efpecially  as  he  could  not 
trade  in  France ;  for  his  papers 
proved  that  he  had  given  a  bond 
in  England  to  land  his  cargo  at  a 
Britilh  port.  The  French  govern¬ 
ment  however  feized  his  (hip,  de¬ 
claring  her  and  her  cargo  to  be 
confifcated,  by  virtue  of  a  law 
palled  during  the  mod  furious 
period  of  the  domination  ofRobe- 
fpierre,  in  March  1794,  by  which 
all  (hips,  exceeding  one  hundred 
tons  burthen,  were  forbidden  to 
approach  within  four  leagues  of  the 
coaft  of  France.  The  captain  ap¬ 
pealed  in  vain  to  two  fuperior  tri¬ 
bunals,  all  he  could  obtain  was  a 
remiftion  of  a  fentence  to  fix  months 
imprifonment,  which  had  been  pro¬ 
nounced  on  him  by  virtue  of  Robe- 
fpierre’s  decree.  The  Britifn  mini- 
fter,  during  many  fucceftive  months, 
made  fruitlefs  applications  to  the 
French  Government;  after  many 
evafions,  he  obtained  as  a  final 
anfwer  from  the  Firft  Conful,  that 
the  law  mult  take  its  courfe. 

The  rigour  of  this  proceeding 
was  the  more  incxcufable,  as  it 
took  place  juft  at  the  time  when 
the  Rritifh  government,  with  un¬ 
precedented  forbearance,  permitted 
France,  before  a  definitive  treaty 
had  been  concluded,  to  fend  to 
the  Weft  Indies  a  very  powerful 
armament.  The  law  which  Bona¬ 
parte  on  this  occafion  enforced, 
would  in  itfelf  prevent  all  pofiibility 
of  peace  and  amity  between  the 
two  nations,  fmee  the  navigation 
'  between 
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between  Great  Eritain  and  Jerfey 
could  not  be  carried  on,  unlefs  vef- 
fels  were  allowed  to  pafs  within 
four  leagues  of  the  French  coaft. 

Another  cafe  was  that  of  a  brig 
named  the  Jennies,  which,  after 
the  definitive  treaty,  put  into  the 
port  of  C ha-rente,  with  a  cargo, 
compofed  partly  of  pit-coal,  to  be 
fold  in  France,  and  partly  ofEng- 
lifh  manufactured  goods, with  which 
fhe  was  afterward  to  proceed  to 
Cadiz.  On  his  arrival,  the  Cap¬ 
tain  declared  of  what  his  cargo 
conhfted,  and  offered  to  depofi t 
that  portion  of  it  which  was  not 
meant  to  be  difpofed  of  in  France 
at  the  Cuftom  houfe,  as  a  fecurity 
againft  its  being  fmuggled  on  (bore. 
The  government  would  not  liften 
to  the  propofal,  but  feized  and 
conffcated  the  fhip  and  cargo,  by 
virtue  of  another  revolutionary 
law,  made  in  1797.  A  third  in- 
fiance  was  that  of  a  floop  called 
the  Nancy,  which  failed  for  Roc* 
terdam,  and  was  driven  by  a  tem¬ 
ped,  in  which  fhe  received  great 
damage,  into  the  harbour  of  Flufh- 
ing.  The  cargo  of  this  fhip  pre- 
fented  not  the  flighted  pretext  for 
ccnfifcation,  for  it  was  compofed 
intirely  of  foreign  manufactured 
goods  taken  as  prize  during  the 
war,  and  allowed  to  be  fold  in 
England  only  on  the  exprefs  con¬ 
dition  of  being  exported.  As  foon 
as  the  Nancy  arrived  in  port,  fhe 
was  boarded  by  a  detachment  of 
French  troops,  and  claimed  on 
behalf  of  the  Republic,  nor  could 
the  caprain  learn  the  grounds  of 
this  proceeding.  A  fourth  feizure, 
in  which  injuftice  and  meannefs 
were  mod  ftrongly  combined  was 
that  of  the  brig  George,  which 
entered  the  poirt  of  Charente  in 
ballad,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 


[3 

in  a  cargo  of  Brandy  for  London* 
The  French  cudom  houfe  officers* 
difappointed  in  their  fearch  after 
fome  infignificant  article  which 
might  come  under  the  denomina¬ 
tion  of  cargo,  and  juftify  a  feizure, 
at  length  difeovered  that  the  plates* 
knives,  and  forks,  ufed  by  the 
matter  in  his  cabin  were  of  Britifh 
manufadure  ;  and  although  their 
value  did  not  exceed  4I.  and  they 
were  evidently  not  intended  as 
articles  of  commerce,  the  French 
government,  on  this  mod  bafe  and 
iniquitous  pretence  confifcated  the 
vefTel. 

Agairid:  thefe  and  many  more  a<fls 
of  in  juft  fee  the  Britifh  government 
prefen  ted  memorials,  but  they  re¬ 
mained  for  the  mod  part  unanswer¬ 
ed,  and  apparently  unheeded,  for 
the  (hips  were  condemned,  and  the 
violences  were  continued,, 

Several  other  fubje&s  of  difettf- 
fion  between  the  two  governments 
arofe  before  the  concludon  of  the 
year  1802  ;  among  thefe  were  the 
countenance  dill  afforded  by  Great 
Britain,  to  the  unfortunate  adhe¬ 
rents  of  the  old  government,  and 
the  dri  (fibres  idued  from  the  prefs 
on  many  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  government.  Thefe  it 
will  be  necedary  to  notice  in  a 
future  page;  but  there  Was'one 
gteat  and  confpictjous  topic  of  dis¬ 
agreement,  which  intereded  the 
heart  of  every  honourable  and  feel¬ 
ing  man,  not  in  England  afohe*  But 
in  the  whole  world,  this  was  the 
unprincipled  condtlCfc  of  France 
toward  Switzerland. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in 
1798,  after  a  mod  atrocious  inva- 
fion  of  the  cantons,  accompanied 
with  horrible  circumdances  of  op- 
preflion,  cruelty  and  infuit,  Geneva, 
Mulhaufen,  Bienne,  ^nd  the  bilk  op- 
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ric  of  Baflc  were  given  up  and 
annexed  to  France,  which  obtained 
befide,  the  right  of  carrying  a 
military  and  commercial  road 
through  the  country  into  the  South 
of  Germany.  In  return,  France 
conferred  on  Switzerland  the  mock¬ 
ery  of  a  temporary  conftitutioiij 
forming  the  country  into  a  repub¬ 
lic  one  and  indivifible,  confiftingof 
eighteen  departments.  The  inde¬ 
pendence  of  thedifmembered  repub¬ 
lic,  and  its  right  to  form  a  govern¬ 
ment  for  itfelf  were  diftindly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  both  at  the  time  ,and 
by  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  but  till 
the  general  peace,  Switzerland  had 
no  opportunity  to  exercifc  thefe 
rights,  opprefied  as  fhe  was  by  the 
perpetual  prefence  of  a  French 
army. 

On  the  conclufion  of  peace  with 
Germany,  the  future  fate  of  Swit¬ 
zerland  excited  no  inconliderable 
interelf,  and  there  were  men  in 
France,  who,  not  forfeeing  the 
wicked  ambition  of  their  govern¬ 
ment,  wrote  on  the  fufferings  of  the 
Helvetic  republic  in  the  language 
of  honeft  fy mpa  thy,  and  exprelfed 
undifguifed  abhorrence  of  the  in¬ 
famous  condud  of  the  directory. 

The  Svvifs,  when  the  French 
troops  had  left  them,  began  feri- 
oully  to  occupy  themfelves  cn  the 
talk  of  franfng  fuch  a  focial  fyflem 
as  would  infure  the  tranquility 
and  independence  of  their  country  ; 
,i  project  in  which  the  great  majo¬ 
rity  moil  earneftly  concurred. 
Some  men,  however,  whodefpaircd 
of  the  good  opinion  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen,  whom  in  the  iate  difaftrous 
times,  they  had  injured  and  be¬ 
trayed,  and  confcious  that  their 
temporary  authority  and  influence 
could  be  main  tained  only  by  F rench 
intervention  and  French  afeendan. 


cy,  repaired  to  Paris,  to  folic  it  the 
interference  of  the  Firft  Confiil  in 
the  affairs  of  their  country. 

Had  the  condud  at  firft  adopted 
by  Bonaparte  on  this  occafion  been 
the  baflsor  the  effed  of  a  fyftem,  it 
would  have  exalted  him  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  glory,  and  render¬ 
ed  the  exprelfion  of  applaufe  and 
gratitude  for  the  good  he  had  done, 
fo  loud  and  general,  that  the  cries 
againft  many  of  his  mifdeeds  would 
have  been  drowned  or  difregarded. 
“  Helvetia”  he  faid  in  ,  T 
oue  of  his  official  publF  June 
cations”  has  alfo  been  1  OI* 
employed  in  forming  for  herfelf  a 
definitive  organization.  Herpro- 
vifional  government  has  thought 
proper  to  prefent  to  the  Firft  Con- 
ful  various  plans,  in  order  to  obtain 
his  opinion  which  would  be  molt 
lit.  The  Firft  Conful  contented 
himfelf  with  making  to  citizens 
Glaire  and  Stcffler,  the  Helvetic 
deputies,  this  Angle  obfervation. 
The  beft  conftitution  for  Switzer¬ 
land  will  be  that  of  which  the 
principal  charaderiftic  is,  that  it 
is  adapted  to  Switzerland  only  ; 
it  (hould  difplay  a  confideration  of 
the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the 
territory,  climate  and  manners  of 
Helvetia,  which  do  not  referable 
thofe  of  any  other  European  ftate  : 
but,  the  trench  government  will 
by  no  means  influence  their  delibe¬ 
rations  ordired  their  opinions. 

This  declaration  was  the  more 
acceptable  to  the  people  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  as  a  plan  of  a  conftitution 
had  been  previoufty  drawn  up,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  agreeable  to  the  views 
of  the  French  government,  but  by 
no  means  calculated  to  produce  the 
good  effeds  here  propofed  to  the 
Swifs. 

Intruded  by  fatal  experience  the 

people 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


people  had  but  one  wifh  ;  that  of 
returning  to  their  ancient  inftitu- 
tions,  which  late  misfortunehad  ren¬ 
dered  more  dear  to  them  than  ever. 
The  cantons  formed  themfelvcs 
into  condituent  bodies,  and  twelve 
of  the  thirteen  fent  reprefenta rives 
to  a  Diet  holden  at  Berne,  in  or¬ 
der  there  to  organize  a  central 
power,  which  might  be  accept¬ 
or  s  able  to  the  neighbouring 

ePt*  2  •  ftates.  They  formed  the 
outline  of  a  new  conftitution,  in 
which  they  endeavoured  as  much 
ar  poffible  to  re-eftablifh  their 
ancient  fyftem,  but  in  fo  doing 
they  were  not  unmindful  of  ration¬ 
al  andufeful  reformation;  thearif- 
tocratical  cantons  offered  to  re¬ 
nounce  their  exclufive  rights  ;  the 
Pays  de  Vaud  was  left  to  form  its 
own  conftitution,  as  well  as  Thur- 
govia,  and  the  other  new  cantons. 

0  XT  A  decree  of  amnefty 
1 8.  Nov.  ...»  ,  „  ,,  } 

was  pubhlhed  to  all  per- 

fons  accufed  of  any  political  crimes 
committed  fmce  the  ift.  of  January 
1798.  This  meafure  had  often 
before  been  moved,  but  had  always 
failed,  was  now  carried  to  its  full- 
eft  extent,  comprizing  all  crimes 
political  and  military,  which  were 
to  be  forgotten  and  pardoned  ;  all 
fentences  were  annulled,  the  parties 
condemned  paying  the  cofts  of  the 
profecution ;  all  emigrants  were 
freely  allowed  to  return,  without 
excepting  even  thofe  who  had 
borne  arms  in  emigrant  regiments ; 
and  nothing  more  was  required  of 
them  than  to  appear  within  a  fort¬ 
night  after  their  return,  before  the 
fub-prefedt  of  their  department. 

Thefe  proceedings  did  not  pafs 
without  oppofition  from  the  am¬ 
bitious  malcontents  who  formed 
the  pro viftonal  government.  They 
iflued  a  decree  againft  what  they 


termed  the  incoherent  labours  of 
the  Diet,  and  the  manifeft  partiali¬ 
ty  which  fwayed  ifs  deliberations. 
They  affirmed  that  the  Diet  had 
miftaken  its  duties,  and  exceeded 
its  powers,  by  occupying  itfelf on 
a  plan  of  a  conftitution,  and  arroga¬ 
ting  to  itfelf  the  iunftions  of  a  con- 
ftituent  affembly  ;  and  in  o°pofi- 
tion  to  the  vote  of  the  Diet,  pro¬ 
viding  for  its  own  future  meetings, 
they  pronounced  it  diffolved,  and 
all  its  ads  null  and  void ;  re- 
eftablifhed  the  propofed conftitution 
which  had  been  fo  much  did  iked 
by  the  country,  and  virtually  dis¬ 
approved  by  Bonaparte  himfelf ; 
and  they  affumed  the  right  of 
appointing  members  to  form  a  fen- 
ate,  and  what  they  termed  a  new 
conftitutional  diet.  The  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  three  cantons  of 
Uri,  Schwitz  and  Underwalten, 
indignant  at  thefe  pro-  -  ..  r 

ceedings,  withdrew  1  *  0v* 

from  Berne,  and  addveff- 
ed  to  Bonaparte  an  energetic  ft  ate- 
ment  of  their  grievances  and  their 
wifhes.  The  envy  and  ambition 
of  fome  individuals,  unworthy  of 

7  j 

the  name  of  Swifs,  they  obferved, 
feemed  unfortunately  too  much  to 
influence  the  French  government; 
they  wifhedto  follow  the  views  of 
the  Firft  Confnl,  and  re-unite 
themfelves  to  Helvetia  even  with 
fome  facrifices,  bur  their  deceitful 
brethren  defired  a  reftoration  of 
powers  which  would  degenerate 
into  defpotifm.  “  The  diverfiry 
of  worfhip,  manners,  education, 
cuftoms,  wants  and  many  orher 
circumftances,”  theyfaid,  “render 
an  uniformity  of  admin  fti1  mn 
impofiible,  and  the  attempt  could 
not  fail  totally  to  deitroy  us.  It 
is  abfolutely  neceflary  that  our 
boundaries  (hould  be  marked,  and 
[A]  3  that 


6J  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


that  we  fhould  have  a  parnc  ar 
adminiftration,  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  the  purify  of  our  religion 
and  morals,  and  to  re-eftablifh  that 
economy  which  is  fo  neceflary  to 
our  political  profperity.  *  This  is 
the  general  wild  of  the  people  of 
Uri,  Sen  wit?,  and  Underwald, 
who  make  it  known  to  us  in  a 
requeft,  figned  by  3600  citizens 
out  of  3800  which  this  iaft  canton 
contains.  Citizen  Firft  Conful, 
one  word  from  you  would  render 
impotent  thofe  ambitious  indivi¬ 
duals,  who  have  influence  only  in 
proportion  as  they  imprefs  the  idea 
that  they  are  fupported  by  France, 
We  requeft  this  word  with  confi¬ 
dence,  perfuaded  that  it  can  neither 
be  your  intention,  ror  for  the  inte- 
reft  of  France,  to  increafe  the  mis¬ 
fortunes  of  a  people  who  have  alrea¬ 
dy  fufFered  fo  much,  and  who  defire 
only  tranquillity  and  repofe.” 

But  whether  the  moderation  ap¬ 
parent  in  Bonaparte’s  former  decla¬ 
ration  was  merely  afFefted  ;  whe¬ 
ther  it  proceeded  from  the  poftible 
inff ability  of  his  anthority,  or 
the  apprehenfion  that  Switzerland, 
if  goaded  to  refiftance  before  peace 
was  concluded  with  England,  might 
receive  efFetftual  afFiftance,  not  from 
Britain  alone,  but  from  fome  of 
the  ppwers  of  the  continent ;  or 
whether  the  general  pacification, 
together  with  the  recent  addiripn 
to  his  power  by  the  decree  of  the 
Italian  Republic,  opened  to  his  mind 
new  profpe&s  of  ambition,  and  ex¬ 
pelled  the  fmall  remains  of  modera¬ 
tion  and  jufttce  ;  whether  from  the 
operation  of  ail  or  any  of  the  caufes, 
the  conduct  of  the  Firft  Conful  to¬ 
ward  theSwifs  was  fpeedily  and  to¬ 
tally  changed.  It  was  determined 
tounitethe  Valais  with  the  French 


and  Italian  republics  and  as  the 
Pays  de  Vaud  was  fituated  between 
them,  an  union  was  to  be  effected 
between  the  two  diftrifts,  that  both 
at  once  might  be  at  the  difpofal 
of  the  ruler  of  France.  To  F 
countenance  the  iniquitous  ^n* 
proceeding  about  to  be  i^02 
adopted,  rumours  were  {bread  of 
commotions  in  Switzerland,  which 
did  nor  exift  :  intrigues  were  com¬ 
menced  to  give  an  appearance  of 
opposition  and  refiftance,  and  of  a 
party  difFatisfied  with  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  new  government  • 
and  General  Thurreau,  who  had 
fignalizeo  htrnfelf  among  the  mur¬ 
derers  of  La  Vendee,  was  fent  with 
a  body  of  troops,  to^efFeft  the 
deft  red  reparation  of  the  Valais 
from  Switzerland, 

The  government  of 
Switzerland  had  refufed  its  Mar* 
aftent  .to  the  meafhre,  and  Tt0 
the  Diet  at  Berne  had  made  June 
an  article  in  their  plan  of  a  Con- 
ftituticf:  that  the  whole  canton  of 
Valais  fhould  appertain  to  Helvetia, 
and  nor  he  ceded,  unlefs  France 
fhculd  take  pofFeffion  by  force ; 
but  the  rel  u<ff  a  nee  01  a  weak  power 
aided  only  by  jufVice,  was  not 
calculated  to  produce  any  great 
effea  on  the  ruler  of  France, 
Thurreau  was  joined  by  Lecourbe  • 
the  people  of  the  Valais  were 
treated  with  the  moft  harfh  and 
wanton  indignities;  the  French 
troops  under  various  pretences 
were  augmented,  and  fpread  on 
every  fide,  and  proceeded  even  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  Berne,  the 
feat  of  the  government,  which 
Bonaparte^  both  by  treaty  and  by 
promi.fe  had  engaged  to  refpedl. 
The  joy  fo  lately  felt  throughout 
Switzerland  was  fucceeded  by 

gloom 
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gloom,  apprehenfion  and  dlfmav  ; 
the  reports  of  difturbances  were 
inercafed,  and  fome  real  infurrec- 
tions  were  fomented,  in  order  to 
furnifh  additional  pretexts  for  the 
advance  of  French  troops ;  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  was  restrained, 
on  rather  annihilated  by  a  fevere 
decree,  and  a  new  Confutation, 
now  avowedly  framed  on  a  model 
approved  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  was  to  be  forced  on  a  people, 
who  had  been  encouraged  to  hope 
that  they  might  be  allowed  to  re¬ 
fume  thofe  inftitutions,  which  had 
for  ages  continued  them  free  and 
happy. 

As  the  ConfUtutional 
and  Legiflative  body  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  old  provisional 
government  had  now  begun  their 
fittings,  the  people  of  Uri,  Schwitz, 
and  Underwalden,  feem  to  have 
confidered  the  fate  of  the  country 
irrevocably  fixed,  and  to  have  had 
no  hopes  for  themfelves  but  in  a 
total  reparation  from  the  other 
cantons.  They  convoked  a  f)iet 
at  Schwitz,  which,  in  order  to  at¬ 
tain  this  object,  addrelTeda  letter  to 
Verninac,  the  French  minifler  in 
Switzerland.  They  recapitulated 
their  ufelefs  efforts  during  four 
years,  to  tear  from  thymfelves  a 
Conftitution,  which  from  its  origin, 
and  ft  ill  more  from  the  violence 
with  which  it  was  eftablifhed, 
could  not  fail  to  be,  odious  and  in- 
fupportable;  and'  declaring  that 
they  could  never  be  attached  to  any 
but  that  of  their  fore-fathers,  the 
only  one  truly  fuited  to  their  coun¬ 
tries,  they  earneftly  deprecated  a 
compulfary  union  with  the  reft  of 
Helvetia,  as  the  molt  cruel  example 
of  conftraiht  that  hiftory  could 
tiffer. 

As  general  fubmiffion  and  partial 


feparaticn  would  not  have  anfwered 
the  views  of  France,  nor  have  of¬ 
fered  any  pretext  for  maintaining 
troops  in  Switzerland,  advantage 
was  taken  of  the  unpopularity  of 
the  ufurping  government  to  obain 
from  them  a  requeft  that  the  French 
troops  might  remain. 

This  requeft  Verninac  re- 
fufed  in  words,  but  the  parti-  t  ^ 
zans  of  France  knew  it  would  •  u  ^ 
be  granted  in  effeft,  and  that  the 
forces,  if  removed  for  a  fhort  period, 
would  be  poured  in  again  when¬ 
ever  it  fhould  be  deemed  expedi¬ 
ent. 

Their  confidence  that  , 

2  Otrl 

fuch  would  be  the  cafe  was  ,  . 
expreffed  by  the  ufur  ing  **  ' 
government,  or  as  it  titled  itfelf, 
the  executive  council,  in  a  procla¬ 
mation  to  the  people,  wherein,  af 
ter  extolling  the  ferity ,  juftice,  and 
bounty  of  the  Firft  Conful,  in  pro- 
pofing  to  withdraw  thofe  foldiers, 
without  whom  the  country  would 
have  been  expofed  to  the  horrors 
of  anarchy,  proceeds  in  thefe  terms, 
il  But  know  on  what  conditions 
you  are  to  have  the  blefiings  of 
independence,  and  what  duties  the 
confidence  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  confidence  of  your 
own  government,  irnpofe  on  you. 
They  command  you  to  obferve 
peace  and  concord.  They  require 
of  you  a  facrifice  of  all  rhofe  re¬ 
grets,  of  all  thofe  hopes  and  defires, 
which  are  no  longer  compatible 
with  the  exifting  order  of  things. 
They  call  on  you,  in  an  imperious 
manner,  to  rally  round  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  the  government  which  it 
eftablifhes  :  for  it  is  only  according 
to  the  conftitution,  and  by  the  go¬ 
vernment,  that  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  can  be  prefer ved.  In  fup- 
porting  thefe*  you  will  be  able  to 
[d]  4  con. 
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continue  a  nation ;  in  abandoning 
them,  you  mutt  perifh.  They 
with  that  the  author  of  every  at¬ 
tempt  againjt  the  actual  ftate  of 
things,  may  be  punifhed  in  an  ex¬ 
emplary  manner.  Such  is  the 
national  will ;  fuch  is  the  intention 
declared  by  the  Firft  Conful  on 
withdrawing  his  troops.3' 

^  The  executive  council, 

‘  in  a  fubfequent  proclama- 
tion,  more  diftinCtly  at¬ 
tacked  the  D;.et  of  Schwitz,  the 
members  of  which  they  defig- 
nated  as  enemies  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  eager  to  take  advantage  of 
the  circumftances  of  the  moment, 
to  rend  afunder  the  ties  of  concord 
and  fraternity,  and  to  produce  new 
calamities  and  misfortunes.  It  de¬ 
creed  therefore  that  the  three  can¬ 
tons  which  were  coniidered  as  re¬ 
fractory  Ihould  be  governed,  and 
fend  reprefentatives,  according  to 
the  forms  of  the  offenfive  Condi- 
tution. 

The  fmaller  Cantons 
"  *  were  not  to  be  awed  from 
their  purpofe  by  mere  proclama¬ 
tions  ;  they  maintained  the  au¬ 
thority  of  their  Diet,  and  fo  far  as 
their  ex  ha u fled  means  would  per¬ 
mit,  took  up  arms  in  favour  of 
liberty.  The  flame  foon  fpread 
through  all  the  eaflern  part  of  the 
country,  except  Turgovta,  and  part 
©f  the  Grifons,  Befldes  the  three 
fmall  cantons,  thofe  of  Glarus, 
Appenzel,  Rheinfhal,  Zug  and 
Baden,  declared  their  refiltance  to 
the  executive  council,  and  formed 
a  government  of  their  own,  A 
few  men  whom  they  could  arm 
were  placed  under  the  command  of 
General  Aloys  Reding,  while  thole 
of  the  executive  council  were  led 
by  General  Andermatt,  At  Bafle, 
the  armed  citizens  rofe  againfl.  the 


troops  of  the  ^,\re6iOxys  over* 
powered  and  difarmed  them.  An¬ 
dermatt  concluded  a  treaty  for  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms  with  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Zurich,  which  he  was 
befieging.  The  citizens  however, 
terminated  the  armiftice,  made  a 
fortie,  and  were  driven  back. 
Andermatt  in  revenge,  bombarded 
the  town,  but  Reding  coming  un¬ 
expectedly  upon  him,  compelled 
him  to  raife  the  feige,  and  he  re¬ 
treated  to  Ergen. 

Thefe  favourable  events  greatly 
flre-ngthened  the  patriotic  caufe  ; 
fubferiptions  were  raifed,  men  in- 
rolled  themfelves,  and  the  foldiers 
of  the  executive  council  deferted 
in  great  numbers.  The  deputies 
of  the  cantons  of  Uri,  Schwitz, 
Underwalden,  Qlarus  and  Ap¬ 
penzel,  had  \  revioufly  declared  to 
General  Andermatt  their  fenti- 
ments  and  moiives,  in  a  letter  writ¬ 
ten  from  Schwitz  and  flgned  by 
their  General  and  prefi-  R  , 
dent  Aloys  Reding.  They 
denied  that  it  was  their  ^  * 

,  duty  to  acknowledge  a  govern¬ 
ment,  fpringing  originally  from 
fa&ion,  and  formedby  the  influence 
of  a  few  individuals.  They  there¬ 
fore  invited  him  and  his  followers 
rather  to  join  than  oppofe  the  in- 
furgents,  or  at  leaft,  peaceably  to 
return  to  their  homes,  and  live  as 
quiet  citizens.  This  was  writ¬ 
ten  before  the  bombardment  of 
Zurich;  but  after  that  event,  the 
Diet  of  Schwitz  iflued  a  proclama¬ 
tion,  ftrongly  reprobating  that 
meafure,  ttyjing  it,  that  molt 
deteftable  of  all  crimes,  with 
which  th  tfoidfant  Hel  vet  1c  govern¬ 
ment  had  clofed  its  career,  and 
ordaining  the  fendipg  of  deputies 
from  the  different  cantons  to  the 
Diet  of  Schwitz,  and  the  quota 
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of  men  to  be  raifed  in  each  canton, 
making  in  the  whole  rather 
more  than  20,000.  Thefe  ef¬ 
forts  and  declarations  were  fully 
warranred  by  fuccefs.  The  execu¬ 
tive  council  had  been  driven  from 
the  city  of  Berne,  by  an  army  of 
infurgents,  compofed  of  peafarits 
from  Argovia,  Solure,  Oberland, 
Petit  Lac,  Niddau  and  Arberg, 
headed  by  Geser.ds  Watteville, 
d’  Erlach  and#  Effingueur.  Al¬ 
though  almoft  unarmed,  thefe  forces 
obliged  the  government  general 
Gaudarb,  to  execute  a  convention, 
by  which  the  place,  with  the  re¬ 
cords,  papers  and  other  effeds  were 
yielded  to  the  patriots ;  but  their 
opponents  had  permiffion  to  retire 
with  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  to 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  and  Fribourg; 
and  general  Andermatt  nvas  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  treaty.  The  van- 
quifhed  intended  proceeding  to 
Laufanne,  but  their  reception 
there  was  doubtful,  and  the  whole 
Pays  de  Vaud  was  in  commotion, 

^  The  new  government 
J2  now  proceeded  with  firm. 

*  *  nefs,  vigour  and  prudence  to 
fecure  to  the  country  the  benefits  for 
which  they  had  been  contending. 
They  iflued  a  mild  and  moderate 
proclamation,  advifing  an  oblivion 
of  paft  injuries,  and  cautioning  the 
people  againft  fullying  the  glorious 
triurrfph  of  the  country  by  ads  of 
individual  vengeance.  Berne  was 
placed  under  a  provifional  govern, 
ment.  A  majority  had  voted  for 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  old  fyf- 
tem,  in  all  particulars,  but  had  be¬ 
come  convinced  of  the  necefliry  of 
yielding  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times. 
The  exclulive  rights  of  certain 
cities  were  put  into  a  train  of  ar¬ 
rangement.  The  deputies  from 
the  letter  cantons  arrived,  and  ra¬ 
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tified  the  feheme  for  railing  20,000 
men,  of  whom  General  Bachman 
was  to  have  the  command.  Other 
beneficial  regulations  were  adopted, 
the  ariftoeratical  cantons  engaged 
not  to  alien  t  to  the  formation  of  a. 
conftitution  which  fhould  be  difa- 
greeable  to  the  people  ;  and  a  lhort 
projed  of  a  conftitutional  arrange¬ 
ment  was  prefented  to  the  Swifs, 
the- principal  feature  of  which  was, 
that  each  canton  fhould  within  a 
month,  form  for  itfelf  a  plan  cf 
government,  adapted  toils  ufages, 
its  local  fituation,  and  its  adual 
wants,  after  which  a  general  diet 
was  to  be  aflembled  to  form  an  ex¬ 
tend  ve  and  confident  government 
for  the  whole  country. 

Anxious  to  conciliate  if  poffible, 
the  good  will  of  France,  the  Swifs 
diet  befought  the  good  offices 
of  the  French  minifter  to  pre- 
fent  their  new  conftitution  under  a 
conciliating  form,  and  they  dif- 
patched  nunifters  to  Paris  and  to 
other  courts,  to  learn  the  refolution 
of  their  governments,  and  particu¬ 
larly  that  of  the  Firft  Conful.  It 
was  not  difficult  to  forefee  that  the 
condud  of  the  continental  powers 
in  general  would  be  guided  by  that 
of  France  ;  and  before  matters  had 
proceeded  to  their  prefent  crifis, 
fome  indications  of  the  probable 
courfe  of  that  condud  had  appear¬ 
ed.  It  had  been  publicly  announ¬ 
ced  that  Pruftia  acknowledged  the 
ufurping  government  of  Switzer¬ 
land  only.  The  reparation  of  the 
Valais,  and  its  formation  into  a 
republic  under  the  joint  protedion 
and  guaranty  of  the  French  and 
Italian  Republics  and  the  ufurping 
Swifs government,  had  been  efteded 
by  the  troops  under  Thurfeau,  and 
the  inftallation  of  the  new  legifla- 
ture  had  taken  place  with  all  the 

pomp 
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pomp  ufual  on  fuch  occafions.  The 
French  papers  which  could  only- 
utter  fentiments  which  the  Firft 
Confui  either  approve#!  or  directed, 
treated  the  infurre&ion  as  the  effeft 
of  popular  delnfi on,  the  ftruggle  of 
an  ignorant  mob  for  plunder,  en¬ 
couraged  by  a  few  demagogues 
who  hoped  to  make  it  their  paff- 
port  to  power.  The  principal  per¬ 
son  deputed  to  Paris  was  aw:  re 
that  he  had  to  contend  again!!  the 
influence  of  an  emiffary  from  the 
rival  party,  M.  Stapfer,  but  be 
was  received  by  M.  Talleyrand  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  encouraged  him 
to  hope  for  final  fuccefs.  He  was 
even  taught  to  believe  that  Bona¬ 
parte  would  not  put  any  obftacle 
in  the  way  of  any  arrangement 
which  the  Swifs  might  agree  upon 
among  themfelves  for  the  final  fet- 
tlement  of  their  government. 

,  Thefe  flattering  expe&a- 
d  tions  were  foon  utterly  def- 
*  *  troyed.  Bonaparte  ifiued 
a  proclamation  the  moft  peremp¬ 
tory  and  infultirg  that  ever  if- 
fued  from  the  cabinet  of  a  tyrant. 
It  was  addreffed  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Helvetia,  and  after  fating  that 
the  Firft  Confui  had  withdrawn 
from  Switzerland,  at  the  defire  of 
the  people,  the  few  French  troops 
which  had  remained  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  hefaid,  ii  you  have  been  de¬ 
puting  thefe  three  years,  without 
underftanding  yourfelves  ;  and  you 
may  go  on  for  three  years  more, 
killing  each  other,  without  under¬ 
ftanding  yourfelves  any  better. 
Befides,  your  hiftory  proves, 
that  year  inteftine  wars  were  never 
to  be  terminated  but  by  the  effica¬ 
cious  intervention  of  France.  It 
is  true,  I  had  refolved  totally  to 
abftain  from  meddling  in  your  af¬ 
fairs  :  I  Fad  constantly  feen  your' 


different  governments  affiing  my 
advice,  and  not  following  it,  and 
fometimes  abufing  my  name,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  ifuerefts  and  their  paf- 
fions.  But  1  cannot,  neither  ought 
I,  to  remain  inienfible  to  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  which  you  are  the  prey  ;  I 
ret  raff  my  refolution  :  Iwill  be  the 
mediator  of  \  our  differences ;  but 
my  mediation  fhall  be  efficacious, 
and  becoming  the  great  nation  in 
whofe  name  I  fpeak  **  He  then 
proceeded  to  ordain  the  diflolution 
of  the  exifting,  and  the  re  -  eft  a  hi  i  Hi  - 
menr  of  the  former  government  ; 
the  difperfion  of  all  armed  meet¬ 
ings,  and  the  difbanding  and  dif¬ 
arming  of  all  military  bodies  which 
had  not  been  on  foot  more  than  fix 
months.  “  Inhabitants  of  Hel¬ 
vetia,”  he  infultingly  added, 
ie  awake  to  Hope!  your  Country 
is  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice;  fhe 
fhall  be  immediately  refeued  ;  all 
honeft  men  will  aid  the  generous 
projeft.  But  if,  which  I  cannot 
th  nk,  there  fhould  be  amongft  you 
a  great  number  of  individuals, 
who  have  fo  little  virtue  as  not  to 
facrifice  their  paflions  and  their 
prejudices  to  the  love  of  their 
country,  people  of  Helvetia  you 
-  muft  be  much  degenerated  from 
your  fathers. ** 

In  vain  did  the  aftonifhed  and 
confounded  agent  for  Switzerland 
addrefsa  letter  to  Bonaparte,  {fating 
that  he  muft  have  been  deceived  by 
falfe  reprefentations,  that  his  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  affairs  of  Switzer* 
land,  was,  as  he  was  authorized  to 
fay,  entirely  ifiifolicited  by  the  ma¬ 
jority,  and  the  beft  thinking  part 
of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  entreating 
him,  in  the  moft;  earneft  manner, 
tofufpend  the  execution  of  his  refo¬ 
lution  until  thofe  explanations 
could  take  place5  which  he  trufted 

might 
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might  be  the  means  of  preventing 
the  immenfe  effufion  of  blood 
which  would  otherwife  inevitably 
enfue.  He  obtained  ho  anfwer. 

^  _  ,  Before  the  laft  hope  of 
2  ^  1  Switzerland  was  thus  tv- 

to  •  'y 

,  rannically  deftroyed  at  St. 
i "  Cloud,  the  new  government 
was  purfuing  a  feries  of  fuccefsful 
operations  which  promifed  foon  to 
annihilate  all  oppofition  to  their 
authority.  The  fugitives  from 

j  O 

Berne  to  Laufanne  had  ufed  eve¬ 
ry  effort  to  compel  the  whole 
population  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  to 
rife  in  their  favour,  but  the  new 
government  with  well  timed  a&i- 
vitv,  declared  the  fufpenfion  of 
arms  terminated,  and  after  a  floor t 
refinance  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  Fribourg.  The  expel ied  party 
treated  this  conduct  as  a  fhameful 
violation  of  faith,  but  their  com¬ 
plaints  would  probably  have  met 
wiih  no  more  refpeft  from  the 
world  at  large  than  from  their  own 
countrymen,  had  they  not  been 
afllired  of  that  which  Bonaparte 
infultingly  termed  (i  the  efScaceous 
intervention  of  France.” 

,  The  deputies  fent  from 
Berne  to  the  French  minifter 
at  Laufanne  returned  without  ef¬ 
fecting  the  objeCt  of  their  million, 
Verninac  having  refufed  even  to 
recognize  them  in  the  character 
which  they  prefented  themfelves. 


3rd 


The  patriots  under  Bach- 


man  neverchelcfs-  purfued 
their  efforts,  and  in.  an  at¬ 
tack  which  they  made  on  the  whole 
line  of  their  opponents  near  Lau¬ 
fanne,  they  defeated  them  at  every 
point,  and  compelled  them  to  fall 
back  upon  Moudon. 

t  In  their  confternation 
^  the  vanquifhed  were  on  the 
point  of  removing  the  feat  of  their 


pretended  government  to  Geneva, 
when  Rapp,  one  of  Bonaparte’s 
aid. de-camps  fuddenly  arriving, 
repaired  to  the  fenate,  accompanied 
by  Verninac,  and  delivered  .  Bo¬ 
naparte’s  proclamation.  This  ter¬ 
rific  miffive,  which  announced  the 
extinction  of  every  femblanee  of 
liberty  in  Switzerland,  was  hailed 
by  thefe  felfifh  traitors  to  their 
country  with  every  mark  of  joy  ; 
they  were  not  afhamed  to  proclaim 
that  they  received  with  the  moft: 
lively  gratitude  this  new  teftimony 
of  the  good  wifnes  of  the  Firft  Con- 
ful,  and  Rapp  haftened  to  Berne  to 
convey  to  the  government  there 
his  unwelcome  intelligence. 

The  confederates  received  the 
determination  of  Bonaparte  with 
indignation,  and  had  they  had  the 
requifite  means  to  give  effeff  to 
their  feelings,  Switzerland  might 
again  have  decorated  the  pages  of 
Hiftory  with  the  fplendid  narrative 
of  a  fmall  but  free  people,  main¬ 
taining  a  fuccefsful  flruggie  againft 
mighty  and  lawlefs  pppreffors. 
The  rapid  movements  of  the  French 
did  not  even  give  them  time  to  de¬ 
liberate.  An  army  under  General 
Ney  occupied  various  parts  of  the 
country  ;  troops  were  collecling  in 
every  direction  on  the  frontiers  ; 
and  the  Svvifs,  however  valiant  by 
nature,  and  fierce  in  thefenfeof  the 
indignity  with  which  they  were 
treated,  had  neither  arms  nor  other 
military  refonrees  funicient  to  cope 
with  their  too  powerful  enemy. 

An  armiftice  was  conclu-  q  . 
ded  between  the  forces  un¬ 
der  Bachman  and  thole  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  council ;  the  Bernefe  troops 
were  dilbanded  ;  and  alter  fotne 
remonft ranees  ineffectually  addref- 
fed  to  Bonaparte,  and  a  very  iliyht 
ftruggle,  the  particulars  of  which 
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are  too  unimportant  to  repeat,  the 
Diet  of  Sehwitz  was  diftblved,  and 
the  SwiL,  with  fallen  relutftance, 
fubmitted  to  the  government  im- 
pofed  on  them  by  France.  The 
troops  of  Bonaparte,  under  pretence 
of  quelling  infurredions,  tiaverfed 
the  country  at  pleafure,  levied  large 
contributions,  according  ro  their 
cuftom,  and  in  the  moft  cruel  and 
arbitrary  manner  arrefbd  and  con¬ 
veyed  beyond  the  frontier,  many 


who  had  oppofed  the  views  of  their 
ruler.  Among  thefe  was  the  brave 
General  Alo\  s  Reding,  who  was 
conducted  to  'Lucerne,  under  an  ef- 
cori  of  fifty  French  Huftars,  all 
accefs  to  him  was  prohibited,  and  fi¬ 
nally,  he  was  lodged  in  the  caftle 
of  Chillon  in  Geneva,  from  which 
he  was  not  liberated  till  the  total 
fubnrffion  of  the  country  was  in- 
fured. 


CHAP.  II. 


Ineffectual  application  of  the  S waifs  minifler  to  embaffadors  at  Paris  ;  he  applies 
tilj'o  to  the  Englijh  minifler ;  who  tranfmits  a  fatement  to  London ;  Lord 
Hawokejbury’  s  remonfl  ranee  ;  Mr.  Moor  dij patched  to  Switzerland  •  which 
country  is  fuhdued  before  his  arrival ;  anger  of  the  Fre  eh  grruernment  on 
the  occafon.  Severe  anhnadverfons  of  the  prefs  on  the  conduct  of  France  ; 
correfp&ndence  on  that  fuhjcdf  and  on  that  of  em  grants  ;  remonfl  ranee  of 
Talleyrand;  Lord  Hawkejbury}  s  anfwer  ;  publication  of  V  Ambigu  ;  remon •- 
ftranee  of  M.  Otto  on  the  fubjecl  of  that  and  other  papers  ;  Peltier  prof  ac¬ 
ted  and  his  publication  difeontinued ;  farther  remonf  ranee  of  France  ;  anf- 
wer  of  Lord  HavAfbury.  Abufe  of  England  in  French  publications  ;  En¬ 
glijh  papers  prohibited  in  France ;  publication  of  the  Argus .  Notice  & 

Malta .  Delay  in  rejloring  the  Cape  cf  Good  Hope;  fenfation  in  Holland 

unfavourable  to  France  ;  indignation  cf  France  a  gain f  England ,  and 
avowed  intention  to  exclude  her  from  all  interference  with  the  Continent . 


WHEN  the  perfon  deputed  by 
the  government  of  Swit¬ 
zerland  to  Paris,  found  that  Bona¬ 
parte  was  irrevocably  determined 
to  compel  that  country  to  fubmit 
to  the  form  of  government  devifed 
by  himfelf,  he  followed  another  of 
his4  inftruclions  by  applying  to  the 
Auftrian  and  Spamfh  embafifadors, 
and  to  the  Ruffian  and  Pruffian  mi- 
mfters  in  behalf  of  his  oppreffed 
countrymen  :  but  he  could  not 

a  * 

.  |  gain  admiffion.  He  alfo 
add reffed  himfelf  to  Mr. 
Merry,  the  Rritifh  minifler 
(for  Lord  Whitworth  was  not  yet 


arrived)  foliciting  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  that  he  would  interfere, 
jointly  with  the  other  minifters,  if 
poflible,  with  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  to  avert  the  impending  evil. 
Mr.  Merry  obferved,  that  the  pre- 
fent  fiate  of  political  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  great  powers  of  Europe 
afforded  no  profpetft  of  his  perfuad- 
ing  their  minifters  at  Paris,  to 
adopt  a  concerted  meafure  in  favour 
of  the  objett  which  he  had  fo  much 
at  heart,  and  that  of  courfe  he 
could  not  take  it  individually  upon 
himfelf,  without  exprefs  inft ruc¬ 
tion  from  his  government.  The 

foL 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [is 


.  following  day  the  agent  in- 
formed  Mr.  Merry  that  he 
was  not  only  as  yet  without  a  re¬ 
ply  from  any  quarter,  but  had  rea- 
fon  to  fear  that  his  prayers  would 
not  be  liftened  to  by  the  Auftrian, 
Ruffian  and  Pruflian  minifters  ;  he 
therefore  conjured  him  to  tranfmit 
them  to  his  Majefty’s  government, 
from  whom  only  his  countrymen 
could  have  a  hope  of  deriving 
afliftance  in  the  terrible  conflict 
which  he  knew  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  Hand,  and  which  would 
only  ceafe  by  the  extermination  of 
every  virtuous  and  brave  man  in 
the  country.  He  then  put  into  his 
hand  a  note  which  he  had  haftily 
drawn  up,  hoping  it  would  ef¬ 
fectually  plead  the  caufe  of  his 
country  to  the  Britifh  miniftry. 

This  note  briefly  recapitulated 
the  efforts  made  by  the  Swifs  to 
give  to  their  nation  a  free  and  be¬ 
neficial  conftitution,  and  the  pre¬ 
vailing  unanimity  on  that  impor¬ 
tant  objeft ;  complained  in  terms  of 
furprife  and  indignation  of  Bona¬ 
parte’s  decree,  and  concluded  with 
this  energetic,  though  gloomy  ap¬ 
peal.  ft  Should  Bonaparte  per- 
fift  in  his  determination,  and  the 
other  powers  Ihould  not  interpofe 
in  our  favour,  it  only  remains  for 
us  either  to  bury  ourfelves  in  the 
ruins  of  our  houfes,  although  with¬ 
out  hope  from  refiftance,  exhaufted 
as  we  are  by  the  Coloflus  who  is 
about  to  overwhelm  us,  or  to  debafe 
ourfelves  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
univerfe  I  Will  the  government  of 
this  generous  nation,  which  has  at 
all  times  afforded  fo  many  proofs 
of  the  in  t  ere  ft  it  takes  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Swifs,  do  nothing 
for  us  under  circumftances  which 
are  to  decide,  whether  we  are  ft  ill 
to  be  ranked  amongft  free  people  ? 


— We  have  only  men  left  us: — > 
The  Revolution,  and  fpoliations 
without  end,  have  exhaufted  our 
means:  We  are  without  arms, 
without  ammunition,  without  ftores, 
and  without  money  to  purchafe 
them.” 

On  receipt  of  this  affeft-  , 
ing  addrefs,  Lord  Hawkef- 
wrote  to  M.  Otto,  Rating  the 
deep  regret  excited  in  the  mind  of 
his  Majefty,  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  Firft  Conful,  to  the  Swifs, 
and  the  reprefentations  made  by  that 
people.  His  Majefty  confidered  their 
late  exertions  in  no  other  light  than 
as  the  lawful  efforts  of  a  brave  and 
generous  people  to  recover  their 
ancient  laws  and  government,  and 
to  procure  the  re-eftablifhment  of  a 
fyftem  which  experience  had  demeix. 
ft rated,  not  only  to  be  favourable 
to  the  maintenance  of  their  domeftic 
happinefs,  but  to  be  perfectly  con- 
fiftentwith  the  tranquility  and  fe- 
curity  of  other  powers.  He  had 
no  other  defire  than  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Switzerland,  fhould  be  left 
at  liberty  to  fettle  their  own  inter¬ 
nal  government  without  the  inter- 
pofition  of  any  foreign  powers  ; 
and  with  whatever  regret  he  had 
perufed  the  late  proclamation  of  the 
french  government,  he  was  yet  un¬ 
willing  to  believe  that  they  would 
farther  attempt  to  ccntroul  an  inde¬ 
pendent  nation  in  the  exercife  of 
their  undoubted  rights. 

At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Francis 
Moore,  brother  of  the  general,  was 
confidentially  difpatched  by  the 
Britifh  miniftry  to  Switzerland, 
He  was  directed  to  learn  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  government  of  the 
Swifs  confederation,  to  obtain  s 
confidential  interview  with  the  per- 
Tons  intrufted  with  the  principal 
direction  of  affairs,  on  whom  he 

was 
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was  to  imprefs  the  deep  intereft 
which  his  Majefty  took  in  thefuc, 
cefs  of  their  exertion's.  He  was 
alfo  authorized  to  ftate  his  Majef- 
ty's  hopes,  that  his  reprefentation 
to  the  French  government  might 
have  the  effed  of  inducing  the  firft 
Confui  to  abandon  his  intention  of 
compelling  the  Swifs  nation  by 
force,  to  renounce  that  fyftem  of 
government  under  which  they  had 
jfo  long  profpered,  and  to  which 
they  appeared  to  be  almoft  una- 
nimoufly  anxious  to  return.  In 
this  event  his  Majefty  would 
feel  himfelf  bound  to  abftain  from 
all  interference  on  his  part ;  it 
being  his  earned:  defire  that  the 
Swifs  nation  fhouldbe  left  at  liber¬ 
ty  to  regulate  their  own  internal 
concerns,  without  the  interpofition 
of  any  foreign  power.  If  how¬ 
ever,  contrary  to  his  Majefty’s 
expeditions,  F ranee Ihould perfift  in 
this  fyftem  of  coercion,  Mr.  Moore 
was  to  obtain  corred  information 
refpeding  the  difpofition  and  cir- 
cum fiances  of  the  confederates,  and 
if  he  found  them  generally  deter¬ 
mined  to  perfevere  in  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  their  independence,  and  of 
their  right  to  return  to  their  anci¬ 
ent  fyftem,  and  refolved  at  all  ha¬ 
zards  to  refill  the  threatened  at¬ 
tempt  of  France  to  interpofe  by 
force  of  arms,  in  the  fettlement  of 
their  internal  concerns ;  he  was 
then  immediately  to  communicate, 
in  confidence,  to  the  Swifs  govern¬ 
ment,  that  either  in  the  event  of  a 
French  army  having  entered,  or 
advanced  toward  the  country,  his 
Majefty  had  authorized  him  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  their  application  for  pecu¬ 
niary  fnccours. 

The  generous  intentions  of  the 
JBriclfh  government  were  fruftrated 
by  the  rapid  movements  of  the 


French ;  and  Mr.  Moore  on  hia 
arrival  had  the  mortification  to 
find  that  his  intervention  could  be 
of  no  avail. 

But  the  French  government, 
not  more  refolute  in  exercifing  ty¬ 
ranny  and  oppreflion,  than  tremu- 
loully  fenfible  of  every  effort  to 
thwart  or  reflrain  their  operations, 
faw  with  impatience  and  indigna¬ 
tion  the  intended  interference  on 
the  prefentoccafion.  Mr.  Moore’s 
million  was  mentioned  in  their  pa¬ 
pers  in  terms  of  contempt  and  acri. 
mony  :  the  king’s  love  of  juftice 
and  anxiety  to  maintain  focial 
rights  tvere  held  up  to  derifion; 
and  the  right  of  England  to  inter¬ 
fere,  in  any  manner,  in  the  affairs 
of  the  continent  was  denied. 


Tnofe  affairs,  faid  thy  French  of¬ 
ficial  paper,  have  been  fettled  to 
the  entire  fatisfafrion  of  all  the 
great  powers  ;  and,  the  voice  of 
experience  frill  fpeaks  too  loudly, 
and  too  decidedly,  to  leave  a  pcffi- 
bility,  that  any  government  fnould 


confent  to  the  interference  of  the 
Englifn  in  the  new  arrangements 
which  have  become  neceiiary  in 
confequence  of  the  peace. —  Swit¬ 
zerland  drawn  into  the  vortex  o'f 
our  revolution,  which  fhe  once 
thought  that  fhe  might  view  as  an 
unconcerned  fpe&ator,  can  no  long¬ 
er  return  to  that  which  was  her 
condition  in  1789.  There  are  in 
politics,  fituat'ions  which  cannot  be 
reftored.  Were  that  country  left 
to  itfelf,  it  might  exhaufl  and  agi¬ 
tate  the  neighbouring  powers,  but 
could  never  renovate  its  former  ex- 
iftence.  The  interpofition  of 
France  had  become  indifpenftbly 
neceftary. 

It  was  not  the  interference  of 
government  alone  that  gave  offence 
to  France;  the  proceedings  in 

Swit- 
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Switzerland  occaftoned  fevere  and 
bitter  ftri&ures  from  the  prefs ;  the 
daily  papers  reeming  with  poignant 
and  juft  reflections  againft  the  op- 
preffors,  and  ftrong  exprefiions  of 
fvmpathy  in  the  caufe  of  the  fuf- 

«*  4  * 

fering  nation.  The  freedom  of 
the  Britiih  prefs  had  ever  flnce  the 
peace  given  great  offence  to  Bona¬ 
parte,  and  he  faw  with  und  fguif- 
ed  anger  that  although  peace  was 
made  with  the  republic,  the  boun¬ 
ty  of  England  was  not  withdrawn 
from  thole  nobles  and  priefts  whom 
the  Revolution  had  ruined.  On 
thefe  two  fubjeCts  a  correfpondence 
was  maintained,  and  the  topics 
were  fo  incorporated  that  they  muft 
be  confidered  jointly. 

Tn  June,  Mr.  Merry  officially 
Hated  a  conversation  which  had 
taken  pfcace  between  him  and  Tal¬ 
leyrand,  in  which  the  French  min- 
ifter  expreffed  with  confiderable 
warmth  the  difpleafure  felt  by  his 
government  at  the  protection  and 
fuppofed  encouragement  afforded  to 
certain  emigrants,  and  the  freedom 
ufed  in  fome  publications  in  def¬ 
eating  on  the  conduct  and  mea- 
fures  of  the  Republican  govern¬ 
ment.  Thefe  clrcumftances,  Tal¬ 
leyrand  faid,  impeded  the  perfect 
reconciliation  and  good  underftan- 
ding  which  the  Firft  Conful  wifhed 
to  fee  re-eftabhfhed  between  the 
two  countries.  M.  Otto  had  com¬ 
plained  that  French  princes,  and 
other  French  perfons  frequented 
his  Majefty's  court  and  other  pla¬ 
ces,  decorated  with  the  infignia  of 
French  orders  which  no  longer 
exifted,  and  that  countenance  and 
fupport  we*e  given  in  England  to 
$i-de<vant  French  Bifhops,  and  other 
perfons,  particularly  Georges,  ini¬ 
mical  to  the  French  government, 
Talleyrand,  therefore,  expreffed 


his  with,  u  that  Minifters  might 
be  difpofed  to  remove  out  of  the 
Britifh  dominions  all  the  French 
princes  and  their  adherents,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  French  biihops,  and 
other  French  individuals,  whofe 
political  principles  and  conduct 
muft  neceffarilv  occafton  great 
jealoufy  to  the  French  government. 
The  protection  and  favour  fhewn 
to  fuch  perfons,  in  a  country  in 
fuch  clofe  vicinity  to  France,  u  he 
added,”  muft  alone  be  always  con¬ 
fidered  as  a  great  encouragement  to 
the  diffaffe&ed,  even  without  thofe 
perfons  themfelves  being  guilty  of 
any  aCts  tending  to  foment  frefh 
difturbances  in  the  Republic  ;  but 
the  French  government  poffeffed 
proofs  that  they  had  committed 
fuch  aCts,  and  had  intercepted 
printed  papers,  fent  by  them,  and 
circulated  in  France,  which  had 
for  objeCt  to  create  an  oppofttion 
to  the  government.”  In  conclufion, 
Talleyrand  obferved  that  he 
thought  the  refidence  of  Louis 
XVIII.  was  now  the  proper  place 
for  that  of  the  reft  cf  the  family. 
To  thefe  extraordi-  Q  _ 
nary  and  arrogant  pro-  n 
pofiffons,  Lord  Havvkethury 
anfwercd  that  his  Majefty  would 
certainly  coniider  it  iriconfiftent 
with  both  the  letter  and  fpirit  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  him 
and  the  French  republic,  to  en¬ 
courage  or  countenance  any  pro* 
je£Is  that  might  be  heftile  to  the 
prefent  government  of  France, 
fie  was  fincerely  defirous  that  the 
peace  which  had  been  concluded 
might  be  permanent,  and  lead  to 
the  eftablilhment  of  a  fyftem  of 
good  underftanding  and  harmony 
between  the  two  countries.  He 
certainly  cxpeCted  that  all  foreign¬ 
ers  in  his  dominions,  ftiould  not 
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only  hold  a  condtift  conformable 
to  the  laws  of  the  country,  bat 
fftould  abftain  from  all  a&s  which 
might  be  hoftile  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  any  country  with  which 
his  ma jelly  was  at  peace.  As 
long,  however,  as  they  conducted 
themfelves  according  to  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples,  he  would  feel  it  inconftft- 
ent  with  his  dignity,  with-  his 
honour,  and  with  the  common  laws 
of  bofpitaiity,  to  deprive  them  of 
that  protection  which  could  only 
be  forfeited  by  mifeonduft. 

After  this  anfwer  the  fubjeft 
remained  at  reft  nearly  a  month, 
when  a  French  royalift,  named 
fel tier,  afforded  a  new  fubjeft  of 
conteft,  by  commencing  a  publica¬ 
tion  avowedly  hoftile  to  Bonaparte, 
tinder  the  title  of  V Ambigu.  This 
paper,  as  might  be  expe&ed,  met 
the  early  notice  of  M.  Otto ;  he 
made  personal  remonft ranees  to 
Mr.  Hammond,  and  afterward, 
in  a  more  formal  manner,  enforced 
that  complaint,  and  extended  it  to 
the  editor  of  the  Courier  de  Lon - 
dresy  to  Cobbet,  and  to  other  wri¬ 
ters  who  refembled  them.  After 
declaring  fuch  malevolent  publica¬ 
tions  openly  contradictory  to  the 
principles  of  peace,  he  added  ;  “  If 
it  could  ever  enter  into  the  mind 
of  the  French  government  to  per¬ 
mit  retaliation,  writers  would 
doubtlefs  be  found  France,  willing 
to  avenge  their  countrymen,  by 
filling  their  pages  with  odious 
reflections  on  the  moft  refpedtable 
perfons,  and  on  the  deareft  inftitu- 
tions  of  Great  Britain.” 

In  confequence  of  this  demand, 
Peltier’s  publication  was  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  confideration  of  the  At¬ 
torney  General,  and  the  author, 
alarmed  by  a  profecution  which 
was  commenced  againft  him  and 


his  publifher,  difeontinued  the 
work. 

In  reply  to  Lord  . 
Hawkefhury’s  former 
letter,  the  French  government 
ordered  a  note  to  be  delivered, 
containing  fuch  doflrines  and  pro¬ 
portions  as  perhaps  no  ftate  would 
ferioufly  offer  to  another,  without 
intending  to  make  them  the  bafts 
of  a  quarrel.  It  was  laid  down 
that  11  every  nation  is  at  liberty 
to  facrifice  any  advantage  what¬ 
ever  in  its  interior,  in  order'd© 
obtain  another,  to  which  it  attaches 
a  higher  value ;  but  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  does  not  repress  the 
lieentioufnefs  6f  the  prefs,  when  it 
may  be  injurious  to  the  honour  or 
the  interefts  of  foreign  powers,  af¬ 
fords  an  opportunity  for  Ubellifts  to 
endanger  the  public  tranquility,  or 
at  leaft  the  good  underftanding  that 
forms  the  balls  of  it.  The  par¬ 
ticular  laws  and  conftitution  of 
Great  Britain  are  fubordinate  to 
the  general  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  which  fuperfede  the  laws 
of  each  individual  ftate.  If  it  be 
a  right  in  England  to  allow  the 
moft  extenfive  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
it  is  a  public  right  of  poliftied  na¬ 
tions,  and  the  bounden  duty  of 
governments,  to  prevent,  reprefs, 
and  punifh  every  attack  which 
might  by  thofe  means  be  made 
againft  the  rights,  the  interefts, 
and  the  honour  of  foreign  powers- 
After  many  more  affertions  of 
the  fame  kind,  applied  not  only 
to  Englilh  journalifts,  but  to 
foreign  calumniators ;  to  a  perfon 
named  Georges,  who  had  been  a 
general  in  the  Chouan  army ;  to 
the  French  Bifhops  who  refilled 
the  concordat,  to  certain  emigrant# 
in  Jerfey,  and  to  other  perfotis  at¬ 
tached  by  recolle&ions  never  to 
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be  effaced,  and  by  regrets  too 
long  foftered,  to  an  order  of  things 
which  no  longer  exifts  in  France, 
the  following  requifitions  were 
made  : 

i ft.  That  His  Majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment  would  adopt  the  moll 
effeftual  meafures  to  put  a  Hop  to 
the  unbecoming  and  feditious  pub¬ 
lications,  with  which  the  newfpa- 
pers  and  other  writings  printed  in 
England,  were  filled. 

2d.  That  the  individuals  men¬ 
tioned  in  M.  Otto’s  letter  of  the 
23d  July  laft,  (hould  be  fen t  out 
of  the  illand  of  Jerfey. 

3d.  That  the  former  Bifhops  of 
Arras  and  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  and 
all  thofe,  who,  like  them,  under 
the  pretext  of  religion,  were  feek- 
ing  to  raifie  difturbanccs  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  France,  fhould  likewife  be 
fent  away. 

4th.  That  Georges  and  his 
adherents,  fhould  be  tranfporred 
to  Canada,  according  to  the  in¬ 
tention  which  M.  Otto  had  been 
direfted  to  tranfmit  to  his  govern¬ 
ment,  at  the  requeft  of  Lord 
Hawkefburv. 

j 

5th.  That,  in  order  to  deprive 
the  evil  difpofed  of  every  pretext 
for  difturbing  the  good  underftand- 
ing  between  the  two  governments, 
it  (hould  be  recommended  to  the 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
who  were  in  Great  Britain,  to 
repair  to  Warfaw,  the  refidence 
of  the  head  of  their  family. 

6th.  That  fuch  of  the  French 
emigrants  as  (hould  think  proper 
to  wear  the  orders  and  decorations 
belonging  to  the  ancient  govern, 
ment  of  France,  fhould  be  required 
to  quit  the  territory  of  the  Britilh 
empire. 

Thefe  demands  were  declared  to 
be  founded  on  the  treaty  of  Ami- 
Vor  .  XLV.  or  Vo l.  III.  Me 


ens,  or  on  verbal  a  flu  ranees  given 
to  M.  Otto  in  the  courfe  of  the 
negotiation.  If,  it  was  faid,  Eng- 
lifh  writers  were  protefted  by  the 
law  of  England,  foreigners  might  be 
removed  by  virtue  of  the  alien  aft  ; 
and, as  the  Britifh  miniftry  poflefled 
a  legal  and  (ufficient  power,  to  re- 
drain  foreigners,  without  having 
recourfe  to  the  courts  of  law,  it  was 
expefted  they  would  exercife  it,  the 
French  government  offering  on 
this  point  a  perfeft  reciprocity. 

To  this  Letter  Lord  Hawkef* 
bury  furnifhed  Mr.  Merry  with  at 
copious  and  irrefiftible  anfvver. 
He  admitted  that  fome  very  im¬ 
proper  paragraphs  had  lately  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Englifh  newfpapers 
againft  the  government  of  France  5 
and  that  publications  of  a  (fill  more 
improper  and  indecent  nature  had 
made  their  appearance,  with  the 
names  of  foreigners  affixed  to  them. 
Under  thefe  circumftanees,  the 
French  government  would  have 
been  warranted  in  expefting  every 
redrefs  that  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try  could  afford  them ;  but  as, 
inftead  of  feeking  it  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  courfe,  they  had  thought  fit 
to  refort  to  recrimination  them- 
felves,  or  at  leaf!:  to  authorize  it  in 
others,  they  could  have  no  right  to 
complain  if  their  fubfequent  appeal 
to  his  Majefty  had  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  effeft  that  otherwife 
would  have  attended  it.  What¬ 
ever  might  have  been  the  nature  of 
the  prior  inquiry,  they  had  in  faft 
taken  the  law  into  their  own 
hands.  His  Lordlhip  alfoobferved 
that  the  abufive  paragraphs  in  the 
London  newfpapers  were  not  direc- 
ed  or  fanftioned,  nor  could  they 
be  prevented  by  government ;  but 
thole  of  which  he  complained  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  French  official  paper, 
w  Series.  [B]  for 
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for  which  that  government  was  as 
much  anfwerable,  as  the  King  was 
for  the  London  Gazette,, 

Adverting  then  to  the  fix  de¬ 
mands  in  M.  Otto’s  official  note, 
Lord  Hawkelbury  divided  them 
under  two  heads ;  the  firft  relating 
to  libels,  the  lall  to  emigrants. 

On  the  firfl  he  faid,  ((  His  Ma- 
-  jelly  cannot,  and  never  will,  in 
confequence  of  any  reprefenta- 
tion  or  menace  from  a  foreign 
power,  make  any  concefiion  which 
can  be  in  the  fmallefi:  degree  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  as 
fecured  by  the  conllitution  of  this 
country.  This  liberty  is  iuffly 
dear  to  every  Britifh  fubjed.  The 
conllitution  admits  of  no  previous 
reflraint  upon  publications  of  any 
clefcription  ;  but  there  exiil  judi¬ 
catures,  wholly .  independent  of 
the  executive  government,  capable 
of  taking  cognizance  of  ftich  pub¬ 
lications  as  the  law  deems  to  be 
criminal,  and  which  are  bound  to 
inflid  the  punifhmeht  the  delin¬ 
quents  may  deferved  ;  thefe  judica¬ 
tures  may  take  cognizance,  not 
only  of  libels  againll  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  magillracy  of  this 
kingdom,  but,  as  has  been  repeat¬ 
edly  experienced,  of  publications 
defamatory  of  thofe  in  whofe  hands 
the  adminillration  of  foreign  go¬ 
vernment  is  placed.  Our  govern¬ 
ment  neither  has  nor  wants  any 
other  protedion  than  what  the 
laws  of  the  country  afford  ;  and 
though  they  are  willing  and  ready 
to  give  to  every  foreign  govern¬ 
ment  all  the  protedion  againll  of¬ 
fences  of  this  nature,  which  the 
principles  of  the  laws  and  conllitu¬ 
tion  will  admit,  they  can  never 
confent  to  new  model  their  laws, 
or  to  change  their  conllitution  to 
gratify  fhe  wilhes  of  any  foreign 
power/* 


“  If  the  prefent  French  govern® 
ment  are  diffatisfied  with  our  laws 
on  the  fubjed  of  libels,  on  enter* 
tain  the  opinion  that  the  adminillra¬ 
tion  of  jullice  in  our  courts  is  too 
tardy  and  lenient,  they  have  it  in 
their  power  to  red  refs  themfelves 
by  punifhing  the  venders  and  dif- 
tributors  of  fuch  publications  with¬ 
in  their  own  territories,  in  any 
manner  that  they  may  think  pro¬ 
per,  and  thereby  preventing  the 
circulation  of  them. 

“  If  they  think  their  prefent 
laws  are  not  fufficient  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  they  may  enad  new  ones  $ 
or  if  they  think  it  expedient,  they 
may  exercife  the  right  which  they 
have  of  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  any  foreign  newfpapers,  or 
periodical  publications  into  the 
territories  of  the  French  republic. 
His  Majefly  will  not  complain  of 
fuch  a  meafure,  as  it  is  not  his  in¬ 
tention  to  interfere  In  the  manner 
in  which  the  people  or  territories 
of  France  Ihould  be  governed  ;  but 
he  expeds  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  French  government  will  not 
interfere  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  government  of  his  dominions  is 
conduded,  or  call  for  a  change  in 
thofe  laws  with  which  his  people 
are  perfedly  fatisfied.” 

Rcfpeding  the  dillindion  made 
betwen  Englishmen  and  aliens. 
Lord  Hawkelbury  obferved,  that 
the  provifions  in  the  alien  ad  were 
made  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing 
the  refidence  of  foreigners,  whofe 
numbers  and  principles  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  dillurb  the  internal  peace 
of  the  King’s  own  dominions,  and 
whom  the  fafety  of  thofe  dominions 
might  require  in  many  inllances  to 
be  removed,  even  if  their  adual 
condud  had  not  expofed  them  to 
punifhment  by  law.  i(  It  does 
not  follow,”  he  faid,  <(  that  it  would 
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be  a  warrantable  application  of 
fuch  a  law  to  exert  its  powers  in 
the  cafes  of  individuals,  fuch  as 
thofe  of  whom  complaint  is  now 
made,  and  particularly  as  they  are 
liable  to  be  profecuted  under  the 
law  of  the  land,  in  like  manner  as 
others  have  been  in  fimilar  cafes, 
at  the  inftance,  and  upon  the  com¬ 
plaint  of  foreign  governments.’ ’ 

Proceeding  then  to  the  laft  five 
requifitions  in  M.  Otto’s  note, 
referring  to  the  princes  and  other 
emigrants,  Lord  Hawkefbury  an- 
fwers  them  in  order. 

ift.  The  emigrants  in  Jerfey, 
many  of  whom  had  remained  there 
folely  on  account  of  the  cheapnefs 
of  fubfiftence,  had  a&ually  re¬ 
moved,  or  were  removing,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  reprefentation  concern¬ 
ing  them  in  M.  Otto’s  note. 

2d.  If  the  fads  alleged  againft 
the  Bifhops  of  Arras  and  St.  Pol  de 
Leon,  could  be  fubftantiated,  his 
Majefty  would  think  himfelf 
juftitied  in  taking  all  meafures 
within  his  power  for  obliging  them 
to  leave  the  country ;  but  fome 
proof  mud  be  adduced  of  thofe 
fads;  and  fuch  proof  mull  not  be 
that  of  their  having  in  a  fingle  in- 
ftance,  viz.  in  reply  to  the  Pope’s 
mandate,  publifhed  a  vindication 
of  their  own  condud  in  refuting 
to  conform  to  the  new  eftablifn- 
ment,  a  proceeding  in  which  they 
would  be  juftihable  on  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  toleration  and  juftice  ;  but 
it  fhould  fhow  that  they  had  fince 
availed  themfelves  of  their  fituation 
in  this  country,  to  excite  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  France  againft  the  authority 
of  that  government,  whether  civil 
or  eccefiaftical. 

3d.  On  the  fubjed  of  Georges 
and  the  perfons  deferibed  as  his 
adherents,  Lord  Hawfbury  repelled 


the  aflertion,  that  any  verbal  pro- 
mife  from  him  to  M.  Otto  ever 
exifted  to  ground  the  demand  made 
on  that  head.  <(  His  Majefty  is, 
however, ”  he  added,  u  very  desir¬ 
ous  to  obviate  any  caufe  of  com¬ 
plaint  or  uneafinefs  with  refped 
to  thefe  perfons ;  and  meafures  are 
in  contemplation,  and  will  be  taken, 
tor  the  purpofe  of  removing  them 
out  of  his  Majefty’s  European  do¬ 
minions.” 

4th.  His  Majefty  had  no  defire 
that  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  fhould  continue  to  refide 
in  this  country,  if  they  were  dif» 
pofed,  or  could  be  induced  to  quit  it  ; 
but  he  felt  it  to  be  inconliftent 
with  his  honour,  and  his  fenfe  of 
juftice,  to  withdraw  from  them  the 
rights  of  hofpi tali  ty,  as  long  as  they 
condu&ed  themfelves  peaceably 
and  quietly  ;  and  unlefs  fome 
charge  could  be  fubftantiated  of 
their  attempting  to  difturb  the 
peace  between  the  two  govern¬ 
ments.  1 

1  5th.  With  refpecl  to  French 
emigrants  wearing  in  this  country 
the  orders  of  their  ancient  govern¬ 
ment ;  there  were  few,  if  any  per¬ 
fons  of  that  defeription  who  did  fo. 
It  might  be  more  proper  if  they 
all  abftained  from  it ;  but  the  F rench 
government  could  not  perfift  in  ex¬ 
pecting,  that,  if  even  it  were  con¬ 
fident  with  law,  his  Majefty  e«uld 
be  induced  to  commit  fo  harfh  an 
aCt  of  authority  as  to  fend  them 
out  of  the  country  on  fuch  an  ac¬ 
count. 

The  fyftem  of  abufe  of  which 
Lord  Hawkefbury  complained,  and 
which  the  French  government 
ft y  led  Retaliation,  had  been  begun 
before  the  flighted  offence  was 
given  by  the  Englilh  papers ; 
while  all  parties  were  loud  in  ex, 
[R]  2  tolling 
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tolling  the  preliminaries  of  peace. 
The,  prudential  fears  expreffed  on 
the  failing  of  the  French  Squadron 
for  Saint  Domingo  afforded  an 
early  fpecimen  ;  the  animadver- 
flons  of  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr. 
Windham  on  the  peace  produced 
a  more  ample  flood  of  abufe,  and 
it  was  buffered  afterward  to  pour 
in  an  uninterrupted  ftream,  to 
blacken  the  Conititution,  infuit  the 
king,  and  vilify  the  government  and 
people  of  this  country.  TheEnglifh 
papers,  except  one,  in  which  Bona¬ 
parte  was  lavifhly  and  ridiculoufly 
extolled,  were  prohibited  in  France; 
but  a  paper  called  the  Argus  was 
allowed  to  be  printed  in  Paris 
in  the  Englifh  language.  The 
editors  and  writers  were  Irifh 
traitors  and  Englifh  fugitives,  and 
their  undifguifed  plan  was,  to 
fpread  the  moft  offenfive  libels 
againfl  the  King,  the  government, 
the  nobility,  the  church  and  con. 
ftitution  of  Great  Britain,  and 
againft  every  individual  of  that 
nation,  both  in  London  and  Paris, 
who  might  be  fuppofed  tenacious  of 
chara&er,  or  fenfible  to  affault. 

Befide  thefe,  other  fubjefts  of 
difpute  had  arifen.  Mention  had 
been  made,  although  the  point  had 
not  been  ftrenoufly  enforced,  of  the 
evacuation  of  Malta,  an  article  con¬ 
cerning  which  in  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  the  Britifh  government 
had  not  carried  into  effeft. 

While  the  difpute  with  Swit¬ 
zerland  was  pending,  the  French, 
anticipating  perhaps  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  Great  Britain,  tranfmitted 
to  the  Dutch  government,  a  fcurri- 
lous  and  unfounded  accufation  that 
England  was  plotting  and  arranging 
means  for  producing  a  new  revolu¬ 
tion  in  the  republic,  and  caufed  a 
notice  to  that  cfrefl  to  be  mferted 


in  the  Dutch  official  paper.  This 
intelligence  was  conveyed  to  go- 
v'ernment  in  a  letter  from  Mr* 
Lifton,  the  refident  at  the  Hague, 
dated  the  13th  of  Oftober,  and  as 
it  was  clear  that  enforced  obedience, 
if  not  fpontaneous  inclination, 
would  make  Holland  party. to  any 
hoftilities  in  which  Great  Britain 
might  engage  with  France,  the 
miniftry  prudently  fent  inftruffions 
to  General  Francis  Dundas  to  re¬ 
tain  poffefficn  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  till  furthers  orders,  but  as 
a  meafure  of  prudence,  he  was 
directed  to  avoid  every  circunu 
ftance  which  might  be  calculated 
to  excite  jealoufy  in  the  Bataviaix 
government,  or  create  an  appre- 
henfion  of  its  arifmg  from  an  liof- 
tile  motive. 

A  war  with  France,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  preventing  the  oppreffion 
of  Switzerland,  would  have  intitled 
Great  Britain  to  the  admiration 
and  applaufe  of  Europe ;  for,  al¬ 
though  principles  of  policy,  or 
perhaps  the  fuddennefs  of  the  ap. 
plication,  prevented  the  minifters 
of  Ruffia,  Auftria  and  Pruffia  from 
promifmg  fuccours,  it  cannot  be 
imagined  that  either  of  their  go¬ 
vernments  would  have  been  indif¬ 
ferent  to  the  event,  when  even  the 
oppreffed,  plundered,  and  terrified 
people  of  Holland  were  fufceptible 
of  ftrong  impreffions  from  the 
attack  of  Bonaparte  on  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  Sv/ifs  Can¬ 
tons,  and  began  to  exprefs  anxiety 
at  the  protracted  ft  ay  of  thofe 
troops  with  whom  the  French  in¬ 
undated  and  exhaufted  their  coun¬ 
try,  under  the  fpecious  character  of 
auxiliaries.  They  even  remonftrat- 
ed  on  the  fubjeft,  though  without 
effedf,  and  were,  not  for  the  firff 
time,  compelled  to  perceive  that 
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the  independence  fecured  to  them 
t>y  treaties,  was,  while  the  per¬ 
formance  of  thofe  treaties  depended 
on  Gallic  faith,  a  mere  illufion. 
The  fudden  furrender  of  the  Swifs 
having,  however,  terminated  all 
hopes  which  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  had  entertained,  no  time  was 
loft  in  countermanding  the  order 
for  the  retention  of  the  Cape  ;  and 
as  the  utmoft  cordiality  fubfifted 
between  his  Majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  that  of  the  Batavian  re¬ 
public,  General  Dundas  was  direct¬ 
ed  to  obferve  the  moft  conciliatory 
condudl  in  all  his  proceedings. 

Thus  when  every  thing  feemed  to 
portend  fudden  hoftility,  the  prof- 
peCt  of  a  continuance  of  peace  was 
unexpectedly  reftored,  though  un¬ 
attended  by  any  exhibition  cff 
good-will.  The  Firft  Conful  in¬ 
dignantly  endured  the  intention  of 
England  to  interfere.  The  treaty 
of  Amiens  was  again  and  again  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  excluding  Great  Britain 
from  all  connexion  with  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  ;  libels  againft  its 
government  and  political  conduCt 
during  the  late  war,  were  copied 
from  the  other  papers  both  French 
and  Englifh  into  the  Moniteur, 
and  on  the  29  th  of  October,  the 
French  official  Journal  contained 
a  long  article  decrying  the  con- 
dud  and  politics  both  domeftic  and 
foreign  of  Great  Britain.  The 
ruin  brought  on  continental  dates 
by  alliances  with  her,  the  claim  to 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Teas,  were 
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ftrongly  defcanted  on,  and  many 
topics  of  difeuffion  which  hadalifen 
during  the  late  war  were  moft 
petulantly  and  acrimonioufly  re¬ 
vived.  “  What  title,"  faid  the 
government  writer,  <f  can  an  in. 
fular  power  have  to  intermiddle 
with  the  affairs  of  Germany  ?  And 
to  what  a  ft  ate  of  abjeCtnefs  muft 
Ruffia,  Auftria,  Pruffia,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Bavaria,  and  the  houfes 
of  Wurternberg,  Baden,  Heffe 
Caflel,  Sec.  and  the  French  republic 
be  reduced,  if  they  could  not 
negotiate,  conclude  and  arrange 
their  interefts  with  refpeCt  to 
boundaries,  without  the  confent  of 
a  power  as  much  a  ftranger  to 
their  interefts  as  to  our  diplomatic 
law  ?  A  power  who  alone  defpifes 
the  maritime  rights  of  independent 
nations.  The  relations  of  France 
and  England  are  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  the.  whole  treaty  of 
Amiens,  and  nothing  but  the  treaty 
of  Amiens." 

“  The  French  people,  **  he  added 

are  not  ignorant  that  a  great  mafs 
of  jealoufy  exifts,  and  that  diflen- 
tions  both  internal  and  external 
will  long  continue  to  be  fomented; 
but  France  alfo  conftantly  remains 
in  the  attitude  given  by  the 
Athenians  to  Minerva,  her  hel¬ 
met  on  her  head,  her  lance  in  the 
reft.  Nothing  (hall  ever  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  her  by  menacing  pro¬ 
ceedings,  for  fear  has  no  power 
over  the  ‘hearts  of  the  brave," 
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Meeting  of  Parliament*  Mr,  Abbott  re-eleffed  Speaker,  The  King's  Speech . 
Debate  on  the  addrefs  in  the  Honfe  of  Lords - — and  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 
Attack  on  minifers ;  Defence  of  them  by  Mr,  Fox;  Animadmerfons  of 
Mr  Windham  on  the  Condudi  and  principles  of  Mr,  Fox,  The  J'ubjedi  re- 
ueaxed  the follo'wing  day,  ' 


-  ,  O  UCH  was  the  general 
^  afpeCI  of  affairs  when 
1  '  the  new  parliament  commen¬ 

ced  its  felfion.  Mr,  Abbott  was  una- 
nimoafly  re-eleded  fpeaker,  on  rhe 
nomination  of  Sir  William  Scott, 
feconded  by  Mr,  T  afcelles,  and 
after  a  week  alio  eo  or  the  new 
members  to  take  the  oaths  and 
their  feats,  the  commons  were 
fummoned  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe 
if  Lords  to  hear  the  fpeech  de¬ 
livered  by  His  Majelty  from  the 
throne. 

,  The  King  declared  to  Par- 
3  liament  the  gratification  it 
afforded  him  to  obtain  their  advice 
and  affiftance  after  the  recent  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  colleCHng  the  fenfeof  the 
people ;  expreffed  his  gratitude  to 
Divine  Providence  for  the  abun¬ 
dant  harveft  ;  and  exulted  in  the 
profperous  (fate  of  manufactures 
and  commerce,  and  the  loyalty 
and  attachment  of  the  people  <c  In 
my  intercourfe  with  foreign  pow¬ 
ers, he  proceeded,  ((  I  have  l^een 
actuated  by  a  fmcere  difpofition 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace.  It 
is  neverthelefs  impoffible  for  me 
to  lofe  fight  of  that  eftablifhed  and 
wife  fyftem  of  policy  by  which 
the  interefts  of  other  hates  are 
connected  with  our  own;  and  I 
cannot  therefore  be  indifferent  to 
|py  material  change  in  their  rela¬ 


tive  condition  and  (Length.  My 
conduCt  will  be  invariably  regula¬ 
ted  by  a  due  confideration  of  the' 
aCtual  fituation  of  Europe,  and  by 
a  watchful  folicitude  for  the  per¬ 
manent  welfare  of  my  people. 
You  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  agree 
with  me,  in  thinking  that  it  is  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  us  to  adopt  thofe 
means  of  fecurity  which  are  belt 
calculated  to  afford  the  profpe& 
of  preferving  to  my  fubjeCts  the 
bkffings  of  peace.’ * 

Then  the  King  reminded  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  providing 
the  neceffary  fupplies,  which  he 
hoped  might  be  fully  £  complifhed 
without  any  confideiable  addition 
to  the  burthens  on  his  people;  he 
alfo  (poke  with  fatisfaCfion  of  the 
perceptible  good  effeC'ts  of  the 
Union  with  Ireland,  as  operating 
on  the  trade,  public  credit  and 
maritime  (Length  of  the  nation, 
and  he  exhorted  parliament  to  con¬ 
cur  with  him  in  endeavouring  to 
uphold  the  honour  of  the  country, 
to  encourage  its  induftry,  to  im¬ 
prove  its  fefourc.es,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  the  true  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution  in  church  and  date. 

In  the  upper  houfe,  (he  addrefs 
on  this  fpeech  was  moved  by  Lord 
Arden,  and  fecended  by  Lord 
Nelfon.  No  amer  merit  was  pro- 
pofed,  but  feveral  .irds  took  occa- 
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fion,  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  to 
exprefs  fentiments  hoftile  to  adrain- 
iftration.  The  noble  Lord  who 
feconded  the  addrefs  commended 
the  fpirit  which  animated  his 
Majefty’s  councils,  and  his  Ma- 
jeftyJs  language.  He  rejoiced, 
that  in  fpite  of  the  machinations 
of  private  enemies,  and  public 
treafon,  his  Majefty  had  been 
fpared  to  them,  and  that  they  had 
feen  him  come  down  to  the  houfe 
amidft  the  animating  and  affe&ion- 
ate  applaufe  of  his  people,  to  Hate 
to  them  the  bleftings  which  he  was 
determined  to  preferve  to  them, 
unimpaired.  <(  May  God,  in  his 
providence,”  he  added,  “  long 
preferve  to  his  Majefty  the  power 
as  well  as  the  inclination  to  keep 
to  his  happy  people,  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  peace,  with  their  liberty 
and  their  honour.” 

This  remark  and  the  general 
tenor  of  the  fpeech  called  up  the 
Marquis  of  Abercorn,  the  Earl  of 
Carlifte,  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
Lords  Grenville  and  Carysfort, 
who  animadverted  with  feverity 
on  the  conduct  of  the  miniftry,  but 
did  not,  in  all  refpefts,  agree  with 
each  other.  It  was  a  hacknied, 
and  often  a  mifappiied  phrafe  in 
parliament,  they  laid,  to  fpeak  of 
the  time  prefent  as  of  the  moft 
critical  period  that  ever  was;  but 
if  that  phrafe  was  at  any  time  ap¬ 
plicable,  it  was  now.  The  new 
parliament  was  aftembled  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  more  awful  and  critical  than 
any  in  which  the- Country  had  been 
placed  ftnce  the  foundation  of  the 
monarchy;  upon  the  deliberative 
wifdom,  and  the  policy  of  the  re- 
folutionsof  parliament,  in  thecourfe 
of  a  few  months,  the  very  exift- 
ence  or  the  United  Kingdom, 
would  inti  rely  depend.  There 
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never  was  a  period  which  prefented 
fo  many  bitter  recollections  of  the 
paft,  or  when  fo  much  anxiety 
dwelt  on  men’s  minds,  concerning 
the  unhinged  ftate  of  Europe.  < 
The  fervility  of  fome  ftates,  the 
infolence  of  others,  and  the  apathy 
of  the  reft,  were  a  fubje£I  of  alarm. 
The  fituation  was  critical  and 
tremendous ;  and  it  was  rendered 
more  fo  by  the  filence  of  minifters. 
It  was  aftoniftiing  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  be  called  on  to  agree  to  the 
addrefs,  without  any  other  infor¬ 
mation  than  that  which  was  con- 
tainedinhis  Majefty’s  fpeech.  It 
was  neceftary  to  know,  whether 
the  inheritances  derived  from  our 
anceftors  were  to  be  juftained  or 
abandoned;  whether  the  minifters, 
clofeting  and  concealing  them- 
felves,  were  to  go  on  in  a  wretch¬ 
ed  round  of  diplomatic  myftery 
and  failure,  or  adopt  meafures  for 
the  prefervation  and  fecurity  of 
our  national  honour  and  indepen¬ 
dence. 

The  Lords  who  difapproved  the 
Conduct  of  Minifters  congratula¬ 
ted  the  houfe  on  a  higher  and  bet¬ 
ter  tone  being  aflurned  ;  but  it 
remained  to  afcertain  what  were 
the  precife  circumftances  under 
which  minifters  had  affumed  it, 
inftead  of  the  tame,  conceding, 
languid  temper  which  they  had 
manifefted  up  to  this  moment. 
The  change  was  fortunate,  but,  it 
was  to  be  feared,  it  came  too  late. 
Was  it  adopted  becaufe  France 
glutted  with  rapine  and  fpoil, 
was  difpofed  to  relax  from  further 
incroaciiment,  and  at  length  con- 
defcended  to  give  peace  to  the 
crouching  world  ?  Or  were  minifters 
aroufed  into  aTion  by  fome  new 
and -Unexampled  attack  which  was 
meditating  on  fome  other  power  ? 

[ B ]  4  They 
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They  had  in  either  cafe  brought 
the  country  down  to  the  mifera- 
ble  predicament  of  a  degrading 
retra&ion  of  the  high  language 
they  had  at  length  affumed ;  or  of 
entering  into  war  at  a  moment 
when  we  had  deprived  ourfeives 
of  the  bell  means  of  making  it 
effe&ual.  The  acquiefcence  of 
minifters  up  to  the  time  of  their 
interference  in  the  affairs  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  had  {hewn  that  our  coun¬ 
cils  were  in  the  hands  of  men  to¬ 
tally  unfit  and  inadequate  to  the 
cjrifis ;  for  now  that  they  had  awa¬ 
kened  from  their  ft upor,  and  (hewn 
fome  figns  of  life,  they  had  done 
it  when  they  could  have  no  com¬ 
munication  nor  any  concert  with 
thofe  powers  of  the  continent  who 
could  have  made  an  interference 
ufe ful.  What  could,  be  faid  of 
the  impotence  of  thofe  minifters 
when  they  made  this  explofion 
of  rage  at  the  outrage  on  Switzer¬ 
land  at  the  very  moment  when 
Auftria  was  making  a  declaration 
of  the  oppofite  tendency  ?  Why 
not  have  taken  the  moment  when 
they  might  have  had  co-operation  ? 
Why  firft  refolve  to  give  up 
Martinique  and  the  Cape,  and 
then  take  offence  ?  Surely  their 
whole  condudft  was  calculated  only 
to  expofe  us  to  the  contempt  of  the 
enemy.  Martinique,  the  Cape, 
and  Malta,  three  great  command¬ 
ing  ports  were  in  our  hands. 
Martinique  was  furrendered.  Or¬ 
ders  were Pent  out  to  furrender  the 
Cape  ;  and  it  was  only  a  matter 
of  accident  it  was  not  done.  Malta 
however,  ftill  remained  ;  We  were 
indebted  for  its  fafety  to  one  6f 
the  blunders  which  had  marked 
their  adminiftration.  But  Mar¬ 
tinique,  the  key  of  the  Weft  In¬ 


dies,  had  moil  improvidently  been 
delivered  over  to  the  French. 

His  Majefty  had  faid  he  could 
not  view  with  indifference  any 
material  change  in  the  relative 
condition  and  ftrength  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  powers  on  the  continent. 
Nothing  was  more  juft;  but  had 
no  material  change  taken  place 
before  the  prefent  moment  ?  The 
anfwer  muft  be  obvious.  Between 
the-  fignature  of  the  preliminaries 
of  peace  and  the  definitive  treaty, 
Louifiana  was  added  to  the  power 
ofFrance.  This  was  not  ail.  The 
ink  was  ftill  wet,  the  wax  was  not 
yet  coid  with  which  this  treaty 
was  concluded,  when  Piedmont, 
the  bulwark  of  Italy},  was  annex¬ 
ed  to  the  French  empire.  The 
father  of  the  depofed  Sovereign, 
feeing  the  danger  with  which  he 
was  threatened  by  the  French  re¬ 
volution,  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  us  to  profecute  the  war.  In 
that  alliance  he  adted  faithfully 
to  the  beft  of  his  very  limited 
means.  He  a<fted  well,  though 
unfortunately.  He  was  firft  drip¬ 
ped  of  Savoy  ;  then  taken  prifoner 
in  his  own  capital.  The  French 
drove  him  away  from  his  capital 
of  Piedmont ;  but  he  ftill  remain¬ 
ed  King  of  Sardinia.  At  a  time 
when  we  were  excluded  from  every 
port  in  the  Mediterranean,  except 
where  our  arms  had  taken  poft, 
the  French  required  from  him  that 
he  fhould  exclude  not  only  all  our 
mercantile  and  armed  fhips  from 
his  ports,  but  alfo  expel  all  our 
agents.  This  he  pofirively  refu- 
fed.  And  yet,  this  friendly,  hon¬ 
ourable  power  was  annihilated  on 
the  continent,  his  name  not  even 
mentioned  in  the  definitive  treaty, 
and  his  Majefty’s  minifters,  had 
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Been  no  material  change  effeded ! 
The  treaty  was  made  in  March ; 
ratified  in  May  :  in  June,  Piedmont 
was,  by  a  formal  decree,  annexed 
to  France  ;  andin  Auguft,  the  con - 
fular  government  made  a  grand 
fweep  and  difpofal  of  the  intire 
conftitution  of  Germany,  and  of 
all  the  princes  and  powers  in  it. 
Surely,  either  Germany  was  not  in 
Europe,  or  we  had  no  intereft  in 
Germany  ;  it  was  a  place  unknown 
to  us,orfo  infignificantandfo  diftant 
as  to  be  unworthy  of  notice.  The 
interefts  of  another  ally  of  Great 
Britain  were  alfo,  in  confequence 
of  the  Prong  feeling  which  was 
excited  in  this  country  in  his 
favour,  to  be  provided  for  and 
taken  care  of  in  the  definitive 
treaty.  Was  there  now  any  man 
in  England  who  thought  that  an 
adequate  indemnity  had  been  pro¬ 
cured  for  the  Houfe  of  Orange  ? 
and  yet  no  interference  in  his  fa¬ 
vour  was  perceived.  Even  the 
Sovereign  of  Great  Britain  had 
Buffered  in  his  eledoral  interefts 
by  this  criminal  inattention  to  the 
fate  of  nations.  It  had  often  falfely 
and  moft  foolifhly  been  faid,  that 
Great  Britain  had  Buffered  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  connexion  with  Han¬ 
over.  Now  more  truly  might 
it  be  faid,  that  Hanover  had 
Buffered  on  account  of  its  con¬ 
nexion  with  Great  Britain ;  or 
rather  on  account  of  its  connex¬ 
ion  with  the  prefent  minifters  of 
Great  Britain.  Our  gracious  fo- 
vereign  had  been  put  off  with  a 
pittance  altogether  inadequate  and 
unworthy  of  his  claims.  Could 
minifters  talk  lightly  of  the  dif- 
tribution  of  territory  in  Germany  ? 
Was  it  a  matter  of  no  importance 
to  this  country  to  have  the  means 
of  carrying  on  her  commerce  with 
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fecuritv  ?  Did  they  not  know,  that 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Ems  to  the 
bay  of  Triefte,  we  had  not  a  ftngle 
port  in  our  pofl'eftion  ? 

The  peers  who  oppofed  the  paci¬ 
fic  temper  of  minifters  did  not 
however,  wifh  to  be  confidered 
as  advocates  for  war ;  and  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  particularly 
faid  he  was  not  ready  to  concur 
in  the  fentiment,  that  if  the 
French  fhould  break  the  engage¬ 
ments  which  they  had  made  with 
any  of  the  powers  of  the  continent, 
that  therefore  the  nation  fhould 
inftantly  be  plunged  into  hoftili- 
ties. 

His  grace  alfo  obferved,  that 
with  regard  to  the  rumours  of  plots 
and  confpiracies  of  a  frightful  ex¬ 
tent  which  had  lately  been  cir¬ 
culated,  and  to  which  fome  allu. 
fton  had  been  made,  he  fincerely 
hoped  they  did  not  exift,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  terrible  form,  or  to  the 
extent  reprefented ;  but  he  muft 
take  occafion  to  fdy,  that  whatever 
fufpicions  were  entertained,  or  dif- 
coveries  made,  of  fuch  attacks  be¬ 
ing  in  meditation,  or  of  attempts 
to  feduce  foldiers  and  artizans 
from  their  duty,  he  hoped  the  con¬ 
duct  of  government  would  be 
prompt  and  juft.  He  was  forry 
to  have  heard  any  allufion'to  fuch- 
reports  and  rumours  introduced  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate.  They 
neither  naturally  grew  out  of  the 
fubjeds  adverted  to  in  his  Majef- 
ty’sfpeech,  nor  had  any  neceffary 
connexion  with  the  difcuflion  of 
them.  It  was  not  fit  to  fay  any 
thing  that  might  prejudice  the  pub¬ 
lic  mind  againft  perfons  who  were 
to  be  brought  to  trial,  perhaps  for 
their  lives ;  but  he  hoped  that 
thefe  reports  would  not  be  made  a 
pretext  for  inftiding  new  wounds 

on 
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on  the  confHtution.  He  trufted 
minifters  would  inftantly  proceed 
to  the  inveftigation  of  the  matter, 
whatever  it  was ;  and  that  the 
law  would  have  its  due  courfe,  in- 
Head  of  being  fufpended,  and  per- 
fons  locked  up  without  trials. 

The  topic  in  which  thefe  fpeakers 
moft  generally  agreed  was  the  cen- 
fure  of  minifters.  The  adminift ra¬ 
tion,  it  was  laid  was  not  infilled  to 
confidence.  There  appeared  to  be 
fome thing  in  the  concoction  of  it, 
that  neither  promised  firmnefs  nor 
liability.  An  adminift  ration  fo 
formed  was  not  likely  to  produce 
advantages  to  the  country.  The 
formation  of  the  miniftry  was  ef- 
fentially  defective  and  erroneous  ; 
it  was  fundamentally  incapable  of 
the  functions  which  it  undertook. 
No  perfonal  ill  will  to  minifters 
governed  thefe  fent intents ;  but  if 
we  meant  by  any  one  ftrong  uni¬ 
ted  effort  to  fave  the  veflel  of  the 
Hate,  we  rnuft  change  the  perfons 
in  whofe  hands  the  direction  was 
placed.  We  mult  completely  get 
rid  of  that  wavering,  indecifive, 
and  contradictory  conduCt*  which 
had  fubjeCted  us  to  the  derifton  of 
Europe  for  the  laft  twelvemonth. 
Thefe  cenfures  of  the  exifting  ad¬ 
minift  ration  were  mingled  with 
ftrong  encomiums  on  Mr.  Pitt; 
a  minifter,  whofe  talents  were  in- 
exhaufted  and  unrivalled,  a  man 
poffeffed  of  the  foundeft  under  ftand- 
ing,  and  whofe  heart  was  as  cor¬ 
rect  and  clear  as  his  intellects  ;  a 
minifter,  who,  when  left  to  himfelf, 
was  capable  of  conducting  the  helm 
of  ftate  fafely  through  any  fea  how¬ 
ever  turbulent  or  tempeftuous. 

The  anfwer  to  thefe  cenfures 
refted  on  Lord  Pelham  and  Lord 
Hobart ;  but  they  did  not  expa¬ 
tiate  on  the  various  topics  intro¬ 


duced  by  their  opponents.  When 
thefe  fubjeCts  fhould  cone  fully  and 
regularly  before  the  Houfe,  they 
fa  id,  they  fhould  be  ready  to  defend 
their  conduCt.  The  prefen t  was 
not  the  proper  time  to  go  into  the 
details  of  future  regulation. 

There  was  great  injuftice,  they 
Paid,  in  the  cenfure  thrown  by  Lord 
Grenville  on  the  king’s  prefen  t  fer- 
vants  on  account  of  the  difmember- 
ment  of  Germany.  His  Lordfhip 
could  not  but  know  that  the  treaty  of 
Luneville  was  made  during  his  own 
adminiftration,  and  that  Germany 
was  brought  into  its  prefent  con¬ 
dition  by  circumftanccs  which  were 
not  fubjeCl  to  the  controul  of  any 
minifters.  It  was  enough  to  fay, 
that  the  indemnities  in  Germany 
were  not  confidered  as  of  fufficient 
importance  to  prevent  our  making 
peace.  If  France  had  extended 
her  dominion  over  the  greateft  part 
of  the.  continent,  it  had  been  under 
her  power  long  before  the  noble 
lord  retired  from  office ;  and  if 
that  noble  lord  had  not  been  able 
to  prevent  fuch  aggrandizement, 
lie  had  no  right  to  charge  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters  with  mifconduft  be- 
» 

caufe  they  were  not  able  to  do 
away  that  power  which  had  been 
created  during  the  noble  Lord’s  ad¬ 
miniftration. 

They  concurred  with  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  in  wifhing  that  no  al- 
lufion  had  been  made  to  rumours  of 
confpiracies  and  machinations; 
they  did  not  form  a  neceffary  part 
of  the  difcuflion  of  the  day,  and 
would  have  been  better  left  to  the 
unbiafied  enquiry  of  the  judicial 
tribunals,  to  which  they  would 
doubtlefs  be  regularly  fubmit ted. 

Lord  Grenville  had  flood  up, 
Lord  Hobart  obferved,  to  charge 
his  Majefty’s  fervants  with  inca¬ 
pacity; 
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pacify;  it  did  not  become  him  to 
anfwer  fuch  a  choree.  He  would 
however,  fay,  that  the  prefent  mi. 
nifterc  did  not  feek  their  fituations. 
They  were  called  upon,  to  take 
them  in  a  moment  of  great  and  ac¬ 
cumulated  difficulties,  difficulties 
with  the  nature  and  extent  ot  which 
no  man  was  better  acquainted'  than 
the  noble  Lord  him  fell,  and  Lord 
Grenville  could  no?  charge  the  pre- 
fent  minifters  with  incapacity,  with¬ 
out  at  the  fame  time  criminating 
hirofelf  for  having  relinquifhed  his 
port. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the 
opponents  of  government  followed 
the  fyftem  adopted  in  the  upper 
houfe ;  offering  no  objections  to 
the  addrefs,  but  declaring  their  dis¬ 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nifters.  A  greater  variety  of  to¬ 
pics  was  introduced,  and  the  per¬ 
sons  1  differences  between  members 
produced  a  more  animated  difeuf- 
fion. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Trench 
moved,  and  Mr.  Curzon  feconded 
the  addrefs. 

The  mover  dwelt  on  the  flourifh- 
ing  ftate  of  our  commerce,  agricul¬ 
ture  and  revenue.  Every  branch 
of  our  manufactures,  and  every 
department  of  our  revenue,  was 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  profperity  .  as 
to  afford  a  moft  fatisfaftory  caufe 
of  exultation.  Wherever  we  turn¬ 
ed  our  eyes,  the  vigilant  attention 
of  government,  the  fuccefful  in- 
duftry  and  fteady  loyalty  of  the 
people  were  obvious.  Although 
peace  had  beet,  productive  of  fuch 
fortunate  confequences,  and  al¬ 
though  its  continuance  was  devout¬ 
ly  to  be  wifhed,  yet  he  ftrongly 
approved  the  declared  policy  of 
minifters,  to  place  the  empire  in 
fuch  a  fituat&n  as  fhould  render  it 
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fuperior  to  the  apprehenfion  of 
war  ;  and  if  that  alternative  ftiould 
become  neceffary  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  our  honour  and  fecumy, 
in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to  protedf  us 
from  the  confequences.  He  ex¬ 
tolled  the  fyftem  purfued  with  re* 
fped  to  foreign  relations;  every 
one  muft  applaud  the  economy 
minifters  had  uninformly  preferved, 
and  the  pacific  difpofifion  they  had 
uniformly  manifefted :  but  if  they 
fhould  not  be  permitted  to  purfue 
that  line  of  policy,  it  was  defirable 
that  full  provifion  fhould  be  made 
for  ftich  an  eftablifhment  as  fhould 
enable  them  to  encounter  any  ob~ 
ftacle.  Upon  the  whole,  the  ftate 
of  the  continent  was  a  fubjedt  to 
which  he  could  not  look  without 
anxiety  ;  but  with  regard  to  this  * 
country,  he  faw  nothing  to  create 
defpondeney,  or  to  weaken  our  re¬ 
liance  on  our  own  ftrength,  which 
happily  remained  whole,  entire  and 
unimpaired.  Writh  reference  to 
Ireland,  he  was  enabled,  from  his 
local  knowledge,  to  deferibe  the 
change  which  the  Union  had  ef- 
fedled  in  that  country,  whofe  ad¬ 
vancement  muft  ever  add  to  the 
wealth,  happinefs,  and  confequence 
of  Great  Britain.  Its  manufac¬ 
tures,  commerce,  and  agriculture, 
were  rapidly  improving.  For  this 
the  inhabitants  felt  they  were  in¬ 
debted  to  the  provident  care  and 
attention  of  the  United  Parliament, 
and  to  the  adlive  exertions  of  mi¬ 
nifters.  They  deferved  his  confi¬ 
dence,  and  they  pofieffed  it;  and 
he  trufted  they  would  long  continue 
to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  his 
Majefty. 

Thefe  ftatements  were  oppofed 
by  many  members  ;  the  chief  of 
whom  Mere  Mr.  Cartwright,  Sir 
John  Wrottefiey,  Mr.  Pytches, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Windham, 
Mr.  T.  Grenville,  and  Sir  Henry 
Mildmay. 

The  profperous  date  of  the  com¬ 
merce  and  revenue  of  the  country 
was  not  direihly  denied  ;  but  fome 
members  exprefied  doubts  of  its 
extent  ;  and  it  was  fa  id  that  here¬ 
after,  when  we  were  pleafmg  our- 
felves  with  the  idea  that  credit  be¬ 
gets  capital,  and  capital  enfures 
commerce,  we  fhould  find  that, 
France  by  her  overgrown  power 
would  be  able  to  deitroy  our  cre¬ 
dit. 

It  was  admitted  that  the  heft 
way  of  rendering  the  bleffings  of 
peace  permanent,  was  to  be  prepared 
for  any  exigency  ;  and  when  the 
conduct  of  the  French  Government 
was  confidered  ;  when  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  man  by  whom  that  go¬ 
vernment  was  adminhlered ;  his 
cunning  and  artifices ;  his  unceaf- 
ing  exertions  to  inflame  the  people 
of  France,  and  to  excite  the  jea- 
loufy  of  Europe  againft  us,  were 
taken  into  the  account,  caution  and 
preparation  on  our  part  became  ef- 
fentially  neceflary.  France,  was 
In  fuch  a  date  of  power  as  to  place 
us  in  the  utmoft  danger,  fituated  as 
we  fhould  be  in  a  conteft  wjth  a 
country  that  meditate  our  deftruc- 
tion,  and  took  her  means  for  that 
porpofe  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war, 
and  having  conquered  all  others, 
would  only  content  herfelf  with 
making:  this  the  laft  vidiim  of  her 
vengeance.  Whatever  her  love  of 
domination  might  be,  as  to  other 
countries,  all  herwifhes,  aims,  and 
views,  were  invariably  bent  on  the 
total  deftrucfion  of  this,  whofe 
trade  and  wealth  Are  envied,  and 
both  which  the  was  taught  to  be¬ 
lieve  had  been  employed  to  bring 
upon  her  all  the  difficulties  and  evils 
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ffie  had  been  forced  to  encounter. 
It  was  well  known  that  France^, 
fince  the  hgning  the  preliminary 
articles,  had  built  eighteen  {hips  of 
the  line.  There  had  in  that  period, 
been  {hipped  from  the  Baltic,  for 
France,  io,ocotonsof  hemp,  and, 
which  was  rnoft  to  be  wondered  at, 
all  this-  had  been  dripped  in 
Britifh  bottoms.  7'he  expedi¬ 
tion  that  was  firft  fent  out  to  Saint 
Domingo,  was  fitted  out  in  a  lefs 
fpace  of  time  than  had  ever  been 
known  on  any  former  occafion,  at 
a  moment  when  the  French  navy 
and  trade  vverefaid  to  be  at  the  very 
lowed  ebb.  Thq  deftruHion  of 
our  independence  and  glory  was  the 
objeft  never  loll  fight  of  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  1  here  was  an  invincible 
fpirit  of  rancour  which  only  wait¬ 
ed  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
difplay  itfelf  in  adion.  The  fen - 
timent  of  hatred  was  cherifhed,  the 
day  of  vengeance  was  only  pod- 
poned  ;  the  purpofe  was  taken,  and 
in  due  time  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  would  difclofe  its  views  ; 
TcIuttl  aucium  c t  vcconditUTn  pyomeyet . 
This  difpofition  was  fnewn,  not  by 
a  fingle,  but  by  many  inftances. 
Bonaparte  was  making  many  pre¬ 
ps:  ations  along  the  coal!,  could  any 
one  doubt  that  we  fhould  do  the 
lame  ?  He  had  fucceeded  in  making 
hirnfelf  mailer  of  a  greater  and 
richer  extent  of  territory  than  had 
changed  hands  for  centuries  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  If  the  perfon  at  the  head  of 
the  government  of  France  perfifted 
in  the  meafures  calculated  to  ex¬ 
cite  apprehenfion,  we  were  called 
upon  to  meet  every  exigency  by 
looking  at  his  objecls  as  he  looked 
at  them,  hirnfelf.  With  fuch  con- 
uderations  in  view,  minifters  were 
highly  culpable, in  fo  precipitately 
difarming ;  nothing  fo  fudden  had 

occurred 
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occurred  on  any  former  peace,  when 
it  could  have  been  done  with  more 
fafety  ;  fo  reduced  was  our  naval 
force  at  prefent,  that  we  had  not, 
in  cafe  of  the  renewal  of  hoftili ties, 
a  fufficient  fleet  in  commiflion  to 
p.rote<5f  our  ports ;  while  the  French 
government,  taking  advantage  of 
the  peace,  feemed  to  devote  its 
chief  attention  to  the  augmenta- 
tion  of  her  fleets.  Contrary  to  all 
preceding  example,  nothing  had 
characterized  the  reduction  of  our 
peace  eftahlifhment,  but  a  precipi¬ 
tation  altogether  unaccountable. 
New  encroachments  on  the  part  of 
France  were  met  by  conciliation  ; 
new  accefiions  of  ftren'gth  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  new  diminutions  of  our 
national  force.  There  was  no¬ 
thing  like  a  reciprocity  in  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  a  peace  eftahlifhment. 
It  was  a  work  of  confiderable  la¬ 
bour  to  recruit  a  -di {banded  army, 
to  refit  a  difmantled  fleet;  but, 
whatever  the  difficulty  was,  it -was 
wholly  to  be  aferibed  to  want  of 
promptnefs,  deciflon,  and  energy 
in  watching  over  the  ambitious  de¬ 
signs  of  the  enemy.  Of  all  the  bad 
confequences  of  this  poliev,  no¬ 
thing  was  fo  bad  as  letting  down 
the  national  fpirit.  To  repair  the 
confequences  of  this  error,  was  not 
the  woik  of  a  day.  National  fpi¬ 
rit  was  not  to  be  ro lifted  in  a  mo¬ 
ment.  It  was  to  be  cherifhed  and 
foflered  by  the  paternal  care  of 
government,  Minifters  had  neg- 
leifted  this  moft  important  object, 
and  now  they  wifhed  to  repair  the 
confequences  of  their  error,  and  to 
raife  the  fpirit  as  high  as  it  was 
when  they  received  the  govern¬ 
ment  from  the  hands  of  their  pre- 
deceflbrs. 

The  encroachments  of  France  oa 


the  other  powers  of  the  continent 
were  alfo  largely  infilled  on* 
Within  a  ftiort  time,  that  go¬ 
vernment  was  feen  arrogantly  dic¬ 
tating  to  the  Emperor,  annexing 
Parma  to  her  already  overgrown 
territory,  and  audaciouily  inter¬ 
fering  to  deprive  the  gallant  Swifts 
of  the  right  of  eftabiifhing  their  li¬ 
berties  ;  an  acl  that  ranked  among 
the  moft  atrocious  that  modern  hill 
tory  prefented.  But  had  there  been 
any  vigilance  orincreafted  vigour  in 
oppofmg  encroachments?  Thofe 
then  who  approved  the  treaty,  of 
peace,  relying  on  the  tone  and  temper 
in  which  it  had  been  concluded,  or 
on  the  increafed  vigilance  to  be  ex- 
ercifed,  to  fuppiy  what  was  doubt¬ 
ful  in  the  temper  of  Bonaparte,  might 
confidently  blame  the  condu.61  of 
minifters,  by  whom  they  had  been 
deceived.  1'he  encroachments  finest 
the  treaty  were,  the  annexation  of 
Piedmont,  the  conqueft  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  the  annexation  of  Parma  to 
France, and  the  letter  of  the  French 
government  to  the  BatavianRepub- 
lic.  If  a  man  who  had  died  fourteen 
years  ago,  could  be  brought  back 
into  this  world,  and  came  to  look 
around  him,  he  would  fcarcely 
know  it  to  be  the  fame.  After 
inquiring  after  his  own  and  other 
families  moft  nearly  connected  with 
him,  fnould  he  think  it  requiflte 
.to  afk  how  the  family  of  Europe 
did,  he  would  find,  that  of  all  its 
numerous  and  flourifhing  branches, 
only  four  or  five  remained.  When 
he^aiked  what  was  become  of  Hol¬ 
land,  it  was  gone  ;  Genoa  gone  ; 
Switzerland  the  laft  mournful  mo. 
nument ;  Modena,  Parma,  all  were 
gone  and  (wallowed  up  in  the  in- 
ordicate  incroachments  of  the  Firft 
Confuh  Meafure  the  degrees  of 

longitude 
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longhude  and  latitude  on  the  map, 
and  it  would  be  found  that  France 
had  at  its  command  a  population  of 
fifty  or  fixty  millions,  which  is  one 
half  of  that  of  all  Europe.  Form¬ 
erly  Fie  was  formidable  with  only 
twenty  four  millions,  but  now  her 
power  was  gigantic  and  tremen¬ 
dous,  as  a  certain  and  inevitable 
annoyance  to  us  ; 

- - - “  Can  fuch  things  be,  (faid  Mr. 

Windham) 

And  overcome  us  like  a  Summer’s  cloud, 
Without  our  fpecial  wonder?  You  make 
me  ftrange 

Even  to  the  difpofiticn  that  I  owe, 

When  now  I  think  you  can  behold  fuch 
fights, 

And  keep  the  natural  ruby  of  your  cheeks, 
When  mine  are  blanch’d  with  fear.” 

MiniFers  had  indeed  remcnil ra¬ 
ted  on  behalf  of  Switzerland,  but 
this  appeared  an  infulated  meafure, 
and  not  a  part  of  a  fyftem  on  which 
they  meant  to  conduct  his  Ma je¬ 
lly ’s  counfels*  In  the  debates  on 
the  preliminaries  and  the  definitive 
treaty,  the  noble  fecretary  of  Fate 
had  laid,  that  all  hope  of  foreign 
alliance  was  at  an  end.  Was  fuch 
a  declaration  an  encouragement  to 
foreign  princes  to  form  alliances 
with  us  ?  Was  our  treatment  of  al¬ 
lies  fuch  as  to  induce  them  to  make 
common  caufe  with  us  ?  The  King 
of  Sardinia,  was  an  inftance  ;  our 
refufal  to  co-operate,  with  the  Em¬ 
peror  Alexander  in  procuring  re¬ 
el  refs  for  that  monarch,  had  aliena¬ 
ted  him  from  our  caufe  ;  and  our 
conduit  toward  the  prince  of 
Orange  was  equally  cenfured.  It 
was  odd  that  at  the  very  moment 
of  re-monftrating,  minifters  fhould 
be  looking  out  for  alliances  on  the 
continent,  efpecially  as  the  lan¬ 
guage  talked  by  various  perfons, 


both  in  that  Houfe  and  out  of  it, 
had  been  very  repugnant  to  fuch  an 
end,  and  but  ill  calculated  to  con- 
ciliate  fuch  alliances  (C  We  were 
forfooth  as  Mr.  Wilberforce  had. 
told  his  confUtuents,  <(  too  honeft 
for  continental  alliances.  ”  In 
fhort,  if  we  were  to  wait  for  the 
continent,  we  might  wait  for  ever3 
for  the  continent  would  never  be¬ 
gin.  The  continent  was  now  dis¬ 
armed  ;  but  would  the  Italian  re~ 
public  ever  have  been  founded,  or 
Switzerland  overrun,  if  the  con¬ 
tinent  had  been  in  arms. 

It  was  a  matter  of  public  noto¬ 
riety,  Mr.  Canning  obferved,  that 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  execrable 
treatment  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  Switzerland,  a  remon- 
France  had  been  prefen  ted  in  a 
manner  totally  inconfiftent  with 
policy  or  expediency.  In  faying 
this  he  begged  it  to  be  underfiood* 
that  it  was  a  thing  the  moil  re¬ 
mote  from  his  wifnes  to  have  it 
imagined  that  he  did  not  feel  a 
lively  intereflin  the  fate  of  a  brave 
and  differing  people,  or  that’ he  was 
deficient  in  a  fentiment  of  honed 
indignation  againft  the  fouled  op- 
predion  which  had  Fained  the  hif- 
tory  of  a  period,  marked  by  the 
molt  unjuFifiable  attacks  on  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  foreign 
nations.  The  Swifs  had  afforded 
to  Europe  a  glorious  example  of 
the  heroic  efforts  of  men  combating 
for  liberty  ;  and  he  truFed  that  if 
ever  the  time  came,  as  in  fo  awful 
a  crifis  as  the  prefent  it  might  come, 
we  fhould  in  defence  of  our  rights 
difeover  a  fpirit  no  lefs  courageous, 
and  meet  with  a  fuccefs  correfpon- 
dent  to  the  energy  of  our  exertions. 
In  eFimating  the  propriety  of  a ' 
remonft ranee  fuch  as  that  to  which 

he 
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he  now  alluded,  the  wifdom  of  fuch 
a  meafure  was  to  he  determined 
only  by  circumftances.  Its  expe¬ 
diency  was  dependent  on  extended 
views  of  policy,  and  enlarged  prof- 
pefts  of  advantage.  It  was  true 
indeed,  that  when  the  intelligence 
of  the  glorious  exertions  of  the 
Swifs  patriots  reached  this  contry, 
every  honeft  man  was  interefted  in 
their  fate,  every  lover  of  freedom 
was  ready  to  devote  himfelf  in 
their  caufe  ;  minifters,  however, 
were  not  to  be  guided  by  a  popular 
impulfe,  however refpeftable.  They 
were  to  conftder  how  far  their  re- 
monft ranees  in  favour  of  a  fufter- 
ing  people  were  likely  to  be  at¬ 
tended  to,  or  how  far  they  could 
hope  to  enforce  them,  by  holding 
out  to  the  French  government 
threats  of  employing  force,  in  cafe 
peaceable  remonft  ranee  was  ineffec¬ 
tual.  The  whole  hiftory  of  Ifat.es 
fufficiently  proved  that  remonft  ran¬ 
ees  betwixt  independent  nations, 
unaccompanied  by  penalties;,  were 
generally  nugatory.  Now,  on 
what  footing  did  the  remonft  ranee 
of  Minifters  in  the  cafe  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Hand  ?  It  arrived  at  a 
time  when  it  was  fruitlefs,  the 
people-  were  fubjngated,  and  their 
hopes  were  blafted  for  ever. 

The  circumftances  under  which 
the  peace  was  made  were  amply 
difeufifed ;  the.  minifters  were  ac.. 
cufed  of  general  want  of  vigour, 
and  it  was  denied  that  their  exer¬ 
tions  had  been  important  or  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  country.  A  great 
deal  had  been  faid  at  different 
times,  it  was  obferved,  of  the  def- 
perate  ft  ate  of  public  affairs  when 
his  Majefty’s  prefent  minifters  had 
been  intrufted  with  their  manage- 
ment.  This  obfervation,  often 
repeated,  had  alfo  at  all  times  been 
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moft  ftrongly  controverted ;  but 
a  detail  in  every  point,  would 
prove  that,  in  every  particular,  it 
was  unfounded.  They  inherit¬ 
ed  a  war  with  France,  and  the 
neutral  queftion  in  fuch  a  ftate  as 
to  afford  no  profped  of  accomoda¬ 
tion  without  an  appeal  to  the 
fword ;  but  for  enforcing  our  right 
on  the  neutral  queftion,  they  had  a 
fleet  prepared  to  ft r ike  an  imme¬ 
diate  and  decifive  blow,  andtoiinifti 
the  war  with  France,  they  had  the 
Egyptian  expedition  in  readinefs 
for  immediate  fervice.  They,  to 
all  the  advantages  ariftng  from  fuc- 
cefs,  did  not  unite  any  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  connected  with  refpdnfibility. 
They  were  intrufted  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  country  in  a  ftate  of 
complete  repofe,  Treafon  in  Ire¬ 
land  deftroyed,  domeftic  (edition  re- 
preffed*  commerce  extended  beyond 
all  example,  mariufaftures  active, 
and  finances  unimpaired,  were  the 
prominent  circumftances  in  the  ft- 
t nation-  of  the  country,  when  they 
were  fir  ft  called  to  his  Majefty’s 
councils;  and  certainly,  though 
their  duties  were  arduous,  their 
facilities  of  performance  were  nu¬ 
merous  and  ftriking.  Several 
fpeake.rs  expreffed  a  conviflion  of 
the  incapacity  of  the  prefent  mi¬ 
nifters  to  condudl  public  affairs,  and 
with  great  eulogies,  expreffed  willi¬ 
es  for  the  return  to  power  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  was  that  day  abfent 
through  indlfpcfttion. 

Befide  Lord  Hawkefbury,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
Lord  CalUereagh,  who  vindicated 
their  own  meafures,  the  caufe  of 
government  was  flrenuoufty  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  in  doing 
fo,  earneftjy  dilclaimed  all  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  minifters  ne  de¬ 
fended^ 


With 
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With  refpeft  to  the  increafe  of 
commerce  and  revenue,  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington  announced  his  fatisfaftion 
in  being  able  to  convert  into  cer¬ 
tainty  what  was  ftated  as  con¬ 
jecture  on  that  head.  He  was 
the  more  gratified  in  being  able 
to  do  fo,  when  he  recollected  the 
gloomy  prefages  on  this  fubjeCt, 
which  were  held  out  by  thofe  who 
difapp roved  of  the  peace.  In  the 
year  ending  October  1801,  the  ex¬ 
ports  of  Britifh  manufactures  a- 
mounted  to  between  23  and  24. 
millions.  In  the  year  ending  Oc¬ 
tober  i  802,  the  exports  amounted 
to  no  lefs  than  27,300,000.  Du¬ 
ring  the  laid  year  alfo  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  had  been  unexampled. 
Many  thought  him  too  fanguine, 
laid  year,  in  taking  the  furplus  of 
the  confolidated  fund  at  five  millions 
and  a  half  lor  the  current  year,  but 
for  two  quarters  from  the  4th  of 
April,  the  amount  of  the  furplus 
had  already  exceeded  three  milli¬ 
ons.  The  floating  debt  of  every 
kind,  which  was  eftimated  at  up¬ 
ward  of  twenty  millions,  would  in 
January  next,  amount  to  no  more 
than  fourteen,  notwithstanding 
the  unufual  efforts  which  had  been 
made  during  the  year,  and  the  ex- 
tenfive  eftablifhmcnt  that  had  been 
kept  up. 

Befide  a  general  allegation  that 
our  public  eitablifhments,  efpecially 
that  of  the  navy,  were  never  more 
confiderable ;  and  never  was  the 
navy  of  France  more  reduced ;  it 
was  fpecifically  Hated  that  our 
military  eftablifhmcnt  was  double 
what  it  was  in  the  year  1784,  at 
the  fame  period  from  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  treaty.  And  Mr.  Fox 
faid  it  was  hardly  pofiible  to  think 
thofe  perfons  Jerious,  who  affeCted 
to  entertain  a  dread  of  the  French 
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navy.  He  alfo  diftin&Iy  exprefT- 
ed  his  difapprobation  of  a  large 
eftablifhmcnt ;  ncr  would  he,  by 
agreeing  to  the  addrefs,  bind  him- 
felf  to  the  fupport  of  any  fuch  efta. 
blithment.  He  thought  the  peace 
of  the  country  would  be  beft  main, 
tained,  and  its  fecurity  fupported, 
by  a  fmall  military  force,  whe¬ 
ther  we  had  in  view  the  preferva- 
tion  of  peace,  or  the  renewal  of 
war. 

The  immenfe  aggrandizement 
of  French  influence  and  French 
power  was  admitted;  and  it  was 
with  Mr.  Fox,  a  grand  caufe  of  ac- 
accufation  againft  the  late  minifters, 
by  whofe  obftinacy  and  mifconduCt 
it  was  obtained.  But  was  there  a 
man  in  the  houfe,  or  in  this  country, 
who  would  renew  a  conteft  with 
France,  without  any  fupport  but 
that  derived  from  the  co-operation 
of  a  fubfidized  few  German  princes  ? 
If,  contrary  to  every  fuggeftion  of 
expediency,  and  every  dictate  of 
policy,  fuch  a  projeCl  fhould  be 
embraced,  it  required  little  politi¬ 
cal  fagacity  to  forefee  that  the  refult 
will  be  incalculably  difaftrous. 

The  minifters  denied  that  their 
opinions  refpeCting  continental 
connexions  had  been  rightly  re- 
prefented.  They  did  not  wifh  to 
abftraCt  and  infulate  Great  Britain 
altogether  from  continental  connex¬ 
ions,  and  to  make  her  attend  ex- 
clufively  *to  the  improvement  of 
her  own  refources,  and  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  her  own  inauftry. 
It  muft  be  obvious  that  with  do¬ 
minions  fo  extended,  with  interefts 
fo  complicated,  with  relations  fo 
various  in  their  bearings,  it  was 
im poffible  it  could  be  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  thus  to  abftraCt  and 
infulate  herfelf.  Indeed  were 
fuch  a  fyftem  adopted,  it  muft  ere 
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long  be  abandoned.  Stares  and 
countries  had  duties,  like  indivi¬ 
duals;  in  conformity  with  that 
principle,  fmall  dates,  like  indivi¬ 
duals,  make  their  own  prefervation 
almoft  the  only  objedof  their  care, 
but  great  dates  fhould  be  guided 
by  a  fydem  of  benevolence  and  of 
prudence,  of  policy  and  of  juft  ice, 
and  they  fhould  combine  in  redreff* 
ing  the  injuries,  or  alleviating  the 
fufferinzs  to  which  inferior  dates 

O 

might  be  expofed. 

On  this  principle  was  vindicated 
the  interference  in  behalf  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  in  which  minifters  con¬ 
tended,  they  had  not  committed 
the  honour  of  the  country.  It 
was  furely  a  bold  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  pofition  to  aftert,  that  no  re- 
mondrance  could  be  made  by  one 
country  to  another,  without  war 
being  the  alternative,  if  that  re¬ 
in  on  ft  ranee  were  not  fully  attended 
to.  It  tvas  alfo  infmuated,  that 
minifters  had  inftigated  the  dis¬ 
turbances  in  that  country,  and 
then  abandoned  the  patriots  to  the 
confequences  of  their  refi  fiance. 
But  they  mod  pofitively  andfolemn- 
ly  declared,  that  not  only  no  fuch 
inftigation  was  made  ufe  of,  but 
that  no  encouragement  whatever 
was  held  out  to  the  Swifs,  even 
after  their  refidance  to  the  ufurp- 
ing  government  broke  out. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  that  thofe  who 
defended  the  treaty  of  peace  when 
it  was  laid  before  the  houfe,  would 
defend 'it  ftill  on  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples,  and  they  would  naturally 
view  the  objections  to  the  addrefs 
as  frivolous  and  inconclufive. 
Thofe,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
Contended  that  they  would  not 
have  made’  peace  on  the  terms 
which  the  treaty  contained,  would 
be  anxious  to  break  a  peace  which 
Vol.  XLV.  orVoL.  Ill,  New 


they  would  not  have  made,  and  to 
renew  a  war  which  they  wifhed  to 
continue.  But  Mr.  Fox  depre¬ 
cated  war  altogether.  The  firft 
and  grand  objed  Which  we  ought 
to  have  in  view,  he  faid,  is  fecu- 
rity,  but  there  can  be  no  true  fecit - 
rity  which  is  not  upheld  by  honour. 
There  can  be  no  true  dignity 
which  is  not  fupported  by  charac¬ 
ter.  An  honourable1  gentleman, 
however,  finds  a  new  ground  of 
war  in  the  charader  of  the  French 
government.  He  is  furprfzed  to 
find  it  not  fo  friendly  or  conciliate 
ing  -as  he  .expeded  at  the  time, 
the  treaty  was  concluded.  Did 
he  really  exped  that  the  French 
government  was  henceforth  to 
entertain  towards  this  country  no 
feelings  but  thofe  of  friendfhip  ? 
Did  he  imagine  that  we  might  ex- 
ped  from  it  every  interchange  of 
civility  and  kindnefs ;  that  our 
government  would  find  in  it  a 
powerful  and  difinterefted  ally  ? 
There  was  certainly  nothing  in 
the  language  employed  at  the  time 
when  the  merits  of  the  treaty  were 
under  difeuffion,  to  countenance 
this  fuppofition.  A  great  deal 
has  been  faid,  he  proceeded,  about 
the  difpofit  ion  of  the  people  of  this 
country  in  favour  of  a  renewal  of 
the  war.  This  I  have  no  hefita- 
tion  of  affirming  is  completely 
falfe.  ,  Of  all  the  fiditious  crimes 
which  ever  were  imputed  to  the 
people  of  England,  and  certainly 
they  have  often  been  accufed  of 
crimes,  of  which  they  were  inca¬ 
pable,  even  in  thought,  I  do  pro-  , 
nounce  this  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
groundlefs  that  ever  was  invented 
to  injure  the  national  charader. 
The  origin  of  this  .calumny  it  is 
not  difficult  to  trace.  IfarTes, 
from  the  coalition  of  fome 
Series,  [C]  •  newf- 
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newfpapers,  who  affed  to  hold  out 
this  as  the  real  difpofition  of  the 
people.  Their  motives  for  fuch 
reprefentations  may  be  various. 
They  may  wifh  to  gratify  fpleen, 
or  to  increafe  their  circulation,  by 
contriving  fomething  to  excite  the 
curiofity  of  their  readers.  I  do 
believe  in  my  confcience  that  the 
people  of  this  country  are,  at  this 
moment,  as  eager  to  cultivate  the 
bleftings  of  peace,  as  at  any  former 
period.  Mankind,  have  been  too 
often  faer diced  to  the  ambition  of 
princes,  and  to  the  intrigues  of 
parties;  but  if  the  publilhers.of 
newfpapers  are  to  be  the  means  of 
plunging  the  nation  again  into  a  , 
deft ruf live  conteft,  it  will  be 
the  moft  bafe  and  ignoble  caufe 
in  which  ever  a  people  was  en- 
gaged. 

The  miniftnrs  vindicated  their 
own  condiuft  in  making,  and 
declared  their  earneft  defire 
to  maintain  the  peace;  a  defire 
which  they  had  every  reafon  to 
hope  they  ftiould  be  able  to  accom- 
plifla .  Yet  if  war  fhould  be  ne- 
ceftary  for  the  public  honour  or 
fafety  they  had  no  fear  of  being 
able  to  wage  it  with  advantage. 
It  has  been  faid,  Mr.  Addington 
obferved,  that  the  public  opinion 
was  recovering ;  for  my  own  part, 

I  am  fatisfied  that  the  public 
opinion  is,  that  the  country  wifhes 
for  peace,  but  is  not  afraid  of  war  ; 
that  it  wifties  what  is  beft,  but  is 
determined  to  be  prepared  for  what 
is  worft  ;  it  will  fubmit  to  no  bafe, 
difhonourable  compromife  of  its 
rights,  and  of  its  dignity,  but  will 
not  be  milled  by  exaggerated  ftate- 
ments  of  danger,  to  overlook  all 
confiderations  of  prudence.  In 
this  Houfe,  and  in  the  country, 
there  will  be  no  difpofition  to  pro- 
ftrate  the  honour  of  the  nation ; 


but  I  am  aware  that  there  is  In 
kme  individuals  a  difpofition, 
originating,  no  doubt,  in  the  mod 
laudable  feelings,  a  difpofition  to 
rouie  the  paftions,  to  alarm  the 
fears,  to  pique  the  pride  of  the 
country,  in  order  to  force  us  back 
into  a  war,  without  any  adequate 
motive.  Neverthelefs,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  great  body  of 
refteding  men  in  the  Koufe  will 
give  a  zealous  and  fteady  fupport 
to  tninifters,  while  they  fhow  thern- 
felves  determined  to  watch  oier 
'  the  true  honour  and  interefts  of 
the  ftate;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
not  to  be  led  away,  by  feelings 
which  it  was  not  unfrequeotly 
their  duty  to  moderate,  into  a 
fruitlefs  and  premature  conteft. 
Not  only  from  feelings  which  pro¬ 
nounce  war  to  be  the  greateft  of 
evils,  but  from  the  con  vidian  of 
my  cool  judgement,  I  am  deft- 
rous  to  avoid  it ;  but  dreadful  as  it 
is,  it  is  not  fo  dreadful  asdifhonour ; 
and  if  ever  the  alternative  w’ere 
prefen  ted.,  I  lhould  not  heft  tat  e  in 
the  choice. 

In  anfwer  to  the  allegations  of  the 
infufficiency  of  mmifters,  and  the 
great  want  of  the  aid  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
Lord  Hawkefbury  faid,  that  in 
the  praife  of  his  abilities,  and  in 
the  acknowledgement  of  the  fto-- 
nal  fervices  rendered  by  him  to  the 
country,  no  man  could  join  more 
cordially  than  he  did.  He  was 
alfo  ready  to  approve  the  meafures 
of  his  adminiftration ;  but  the 
events  which  doled  that  adrainif. 
tration  proved,  that  no  ablities, 
however  powerful,  could  command 
fuc cels.  Recolleding  thofe events, 
he  was  fu  rprifed  to  hear  that  the 
clofe  of  that  adminiftration  was 
a  period  the  moft:  ftourilliing,  the 
moft  profperotis  cither  for  war  or 
peace,  that  could  well  be  Imagined, 
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and  the  bell  calculated  to  tempt 
any  man  confclous  of  talent,  or 
actuated  by  ambition,  to  take  upon 
him  the  guidance  of  public  affairs ; 
yet  what  was  the  fituation  of  the 
country  at  that  period?  Was  not 
all  Europe  combined  againft  us, 
but  the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  and  that 
power  not  able  to  fupport  us  even 
by  words  ?  Did  ever  fuch  a  feeling 
of  difmay  pervade  the  country  as 
when  the  prefent  adminift ration 
entered  into  office?  Was  the  neu¬ 
tral  queftion  then  decided  ;  was  it 
even  decided  by  the  battle  of 
Copenhagen  ?  After  the  iifue  of 
that  battle,  and  even  after  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  Paul,  was 
it  not  well  known  that  feveral 
perfons  who  compofed  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Ruffia  ftill  adhered  to  the 
fyftem  of  the  neutral  queftion,  and 
that  the  decilion  of  it,  was  at¬ 
tended  with  the  greateft  difficul¬ 
ties  ?  As  to  the  expedition  againft 
Egypt.  Our  force,  at  that  time, 
could  not  have  been  better  em¬ 
ployed,  and  the  fuccefs  they  at 
length  obtained  materially  cohtri- 
butea  to  the  attainment  of  peace. 
But  if  the  military  men  employed 
in  that  expedition  were  confulted, 
would  they  fay  that  nothing 
obftru&ed,  that  nothing  had  ren¬ 
dered  doubtful  its  ultimate  fuc¬ 
cefs  ? 

Thefe  were  the  chief  general 
topics  urged  in  the  debate;  but  it 
was  further  diftinguifhed  by  the 
very  fevere  animadverfions  made 
by  Mr.  Windham  on  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  his  con¬ 
duct  ever  ftnee  the  French  Revo¬ 
lution,  an  event  which  feemed  to 


have  deprived  him  of  all  his 
feelings,.  Mr.  Fox,  hurt  at  this 
attack  complained  of  mifreprefen- 
tation,  and  Mr.  Windham  ex¬ 
plained. 

Thisdifcuffion  was  renew-  1  ^ 

ed  on  the  following  day,  ^ 
when  the  report  of  the  addrefs  was 
brought  up;  Mr.  Fox  than  ex¬ 
plained  more  at  length  his  opinions 
refpefiing  the  affairs  of  France, 
and  the  views  he  had  originally 
taken  of  the  ftruggle  maintained 
by  that  country  againft  an  over¬ 
whelming  and  infultifig  coalition. 
Mr.  Windham  alfo  defended  his 
opinions,  declaring  his  furprife 
that  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox,  who 
had  always  been  the  apolcgift  of 
the  French  government,  ihoukl 
have  been  heard  with  fuch  decided 
marks  of  approbation  by  minifters, 
who  had  themfelves  fhared  or  ap¬ 
proved  the  meafures  againft  which 
Mr.  Fox  had  always  inveighed. 
He  then  proceeded  with  great 
ability  to  detedl  and  expofe  what  _ 
he  conftdered  the  pernicious  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  arguments  adduced. 
Mr.  Windham's  caufe  was  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Elliott  and  Lord 
Temple,  but  the  general  tenor 
of  their  opinions  and  of  his.  Was 
reprobated  by  Sir  Francis  Burden 
as  containing  provocations  and 
incitements  to  war,  and  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  cenfured 
them  as  being  t  injured  with 
gloomy  defpondency.  Several 
other  members  fpoke  in  the  debate, 
and  particularly  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
who  explained  and  juftified  his 
expreffion  refpe&ing  continental 
allies. 
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Delates  on  the  Navy  E/h' mates- — a  targe  Military  eftabhjhment  pr  op  of  ed¬ 
it)  t  bate  on  the  Army  Eft i mates.  Statement  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  Oppof- 
tion .  Anfwers .  Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  Debate  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  being  brought  up.  '  Speech  of  Si)  Francis  Burdett.  Statement  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  a  Commit  tee  op  Ways  a)/d  Means.  Debate 
on  the  State  of  the  Nation  in  the  Houje  of  Lords  Froieft  on  the  Malt-  Bill . 
Statement  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  increafe  of  Dritifh 


Shipping .  Adjou  rumen  t . 


<  vt  TN  fubniittlng-  to  the 
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the  eftimates  for  the  navy,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
pofed  that  the  number  of  feamen 
tor  the  current  year  fhouid  be 
cojooo.  At  firft,  he  faid,  he  had 
intended  to  limit  their  term  of 
fen- ice  to  three  months,  but  on 
more  mature  conlideration,  he 
thought  it  would  be  advifeable 
to  extend  it  to  twelve  months : 
not,  however,  to  make  it  manda- 
tort  on  Miniflers  to  continue  the 
whole  of  that  force,  but  to  arm 
his  Majefiy  with  an  authority  for 
that  purpofe,  in  cafe  circumflances 
fhouid  require  it. 

.  ,  y.  When  this  propofition 
eC*  came  to  be  debated, 
many  objections  were  made  to  the 
conduct  of  miniflers,  although  no 
diftinCt  oppofltion  was  offered  to 
the  propofed  fupply. 

The  minifler,  it  was  faid,  de¬ 
mands  an  extraordinary  fupply  of 
Teamen,  without  condefcencling  to 
give  the  leaft  explanation  of  the 
reafons  which  induce  the  neceffi  ty, 
or  the  purpofes  to  which  he  means 
to  apply  them.  Such  conduct  was 
unprecedented,  uncon  Aituticnal, 
difrefpedful  and  infulting  to  the 
Houfe,  which  would  fubferibe  to 


its  own  difgrace,  if  it  fhouid  afient 
to  this  propofition  without  the 
neceffary  explanation.  When  the 
augmentation  was  propofed  for 
three  months,  the  natural  expeCta- 
tion  was,  that  fome  point  remained 
to  be  decided,  fomething  of  nego¬ 
tiation  unftnifhed,  fome  meafures 
to  be  adopted,  which  a  large  efta- 
blifhment  might  be  ferviceable  in 
bringing  to  an  iffue;  but  here  was 
nothing  of  this  kind,  or  if  any 
change  had  taken  place,  it  mult 
have  been  fince  the  difcuffion  of  the 
King’s  fpeech.  If  there  had  been 
no  change  fince  then,  the  fluctua¬ 
tion  in  our  councils,  which  render¬ 
ed  it  neceffary  that  this  eflabiifh- 
ment  fhouid  be  voted  for  a  year 
inftead  cf  three  months,  was  truly 
lamentable.  The  King’s  Speech 
contained  not  a  fentiment  which 
was  not  applicable  to  any  period 
of  our  hiftory  ;  it  was  a  collection 
of  truilms,  without  .any  opinion 
or  flatement  peculiarly  referring  to 
the  prefent  times.  How  different 
the  conduct  of  miniflers  at  the  peace 
of  1763,  and  at  that  of  1783.  In 
the  fpeecheson  boththefe  occaflons, 
were  the  molt  intelligible  and 
fpecific  declarations  of  the  opinions 
of  miniflers,  as  to  the  ftate  of 
Europe,  and  they  were  equally 

explicit 
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explicit  in  debate,  as  to  the  policy 
they  meant  to  purfue,  and  the 
force  they  thought  neceffary  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  But 
now,  for  the  ftrft  time,  a  minifter 
opened  a  feffion  in  time  of  peace, 
with  a  fpeech  compofed  or  general 
terms,  and  applied  to  Parliament 
for  a  vote  of  50,000 feamen,  with¬ 
out  attempting  to  defcrihe  the 
neceflity  which  called  tor  fuch  a 
force,  or  enabling  parliament  to 
judge  how  far  it  might  be  pro¬ 
portioned  to  that  neceflity;  and 
this  too,  after  having  affirmed  in 
June daft  that  30,000  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  fufficient. 

To  juftify  the  complaint  of  minif- 
terial  mifconduCt,  a  view  was 
taken  of  the  date  of  the  chief 
powers  on  the  continent.  Ruflia, 
had  a  ftrong  partiality  to  the 
views  of  France,  although  from 
the  moderate  character  of  the 
prefent  Emperor,  and  feme  late 
circunaAanc.es,  there  might  be  a 
little  reafon  to  hope  that  a  differ-" 
ent  policy  would  foon  prevail, 
and  that  our  former  relations  ot 
cordial  friendfnip  with  that  cabi¬ 
net  would  be  re-eftabiifhed.  In 
Holland,  no  one  could  be  ignorant 
that  great  andunparalleled  exertions 
were  making  to  reft  ore.  their  navy  ; 
that  a  conftderable  number  of 
large  veiTeis  was  building,  and 
that  many  had  been  launched  ftnee 
the  peace.  In  the  event  of  a  war, 
the  influence  France  had  eftabl idl¬ 
ed  on  the  continent  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  utterly  to  exclude  us ;  for 
v/hat  auiftance  could  we  hope  to 
derive  from  Portugal  ?  that  coun¬ 
try  durft  not,  perhaps  would  not, 
interfere.  The  fubferviency  of 
Spain  to  France  no  man  could 
doubt,  and  the  endeavours  of 
France  to  exclude  us  from  every 


port  in  the  Mediterranean,  her  in^ 
fatiable  ambition  and  her  hoftile 
views,  were  equally  obvious;  her 
pretenftons  in  Africa,  and  where, 
ever  fhe  could  interfere  with  the 
interefts  of  our  navy,  mull  excite 
the  attention  of  every  man  who 
felt  for  our  fecurity.  The  Morea 
and  the  Republic  of  the  Seven 
Hies  were  not  even  fafe  from  her 
attacks;  day  after  day  added 
fomething  to  her  conquefts;  and 
if  the  laft  rumour  could  be  credit¬ 
ed,  it  was  in  contemplation  to  add 
Tufcany  to  her  dominions.  The 
French  government  had  fucceeded 
in  completely  depriving  u.s  cf 
every  port  in  that  fea,  except 
Malta,  and  if  government  did 
their  duty,  they  would  retain  that 
i  ft  and.  If  in  Europe  the  propped 
was  fo  difeouraging,  was  there 
any  confolation  to  ‘be  derived 
from  the  Weft  or  Eaft  Indies  ? 
Certainly  not.  We  had  every 
reafon  to  apprehend  dangerous 
confequences  to'  our  colonies, 
particularly  Jamaica,  from  the 
force  in  Saint  Domingo,  which 
notwithft  nd’ng  its  difeafes  and 
other  fufre  rings,  was  If  ill  formida¬ 
ble  ;  and  that  danger  was  aggrava¬ 
ted,  from  a  conftderation  of  the 
force  at  Louifiana,  and  the  recent 
impolitic  ceffion  of  Martinique. 
France  was  immediately  to  take 
pofleflion  of  Cochin  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  a  place  of  no  commerce, 
which  could  afford  no  attraction 
in  that  way.  Then  the  only  ufe 
it  could  be  of,  and  doubtlefs  the 
only  view  with  which  it  could  be 
taken  hold  of  by  France,  was, 
that  it  was  a  ftrong  place,  and 


dating  with  the  native  powers. 

From  thefe  observations  it  was 
not  to  be  concluded,  that  the  efti- 
[C]  3  mate 
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mate  was  eenfured  as  too  large  ; 
for  although  the  refcrvation  made 
by  Mr.  Fox  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
feffion,  when  he  declared  he  would 
not  fupport  a  large  eftablifhment 
was  referred  to.  yet  molt  of  thofe 
who  oppofed,  and  fome  who  lup- 
ported  the  minifter,  infilled  on 
the  expediency  of  keeping  up 
fuch  an  eftablifhment  as  would 
afford  the  means  of  aiding  with 
energy  and  effed,  as  circumftances 
might  feem  to  require.  They 
not  only  deprecated,  any  reduction 
of  the  number  of  feamen,  but 
inclined  to  think  it  hardly  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
country.  It  was  alfo  exp^ded 
that  the  dock-yards  would  be 
*  kept  on  a  refpedrable  footing.  A 
conftderable  number  of  individuals 

had  been  reduced  to  diftrefs  by 

%  •* 

difm'iflal  from  their  fit  nations ; 
and  it  was  of  infinite  confequence 
that  thofe  employed,  in  any  part 
of  the  naval  fer vice,  but  more 
especially  inthe  dock -yards,  fhould 
not  be  forced  by  diftrefs  to  enter 
into  the  fervice  of  other  powers. 
Perhaps  Parliament,  when  inform¬ 
ed  of  the  duration  of  the  country, 
might  think  it  neceffary  to  keep 
up  a  much  larger  eftablilhment. 
Bonaparte  had  been  in  no  hurry 
to  difband  or  weaken  his  force. 
If  indeed,  he  difcharged  50,000 
of  the  okleft  men  in  his  army,  he 
had  raifcd  by  a  confcription, 
160,000  young  men;  fo  that  his 
army,  was  ftronger  by  100,000 
men  than  it  was  at  the  peace;  and 
as  for  his  navy,  had  the  minifters 
heard  that  he  had  dlfarmed  a  fingle 
fftip  r  No,  on  the  contrary,'  he 
was  building  more,  and  had  been 
filling  his  dock-yards,  his  maga¬ 
zines  and  arfenals,  with  the  great- 
eft  celerity  ;  he  had,  perhaps,  pre- 

Q 


pared  the  means  of  furprifing  this 
country  unawares,  before  hoft Pi¬ 
ties  fhould  be  declared,  and  before 
we  fhould  have  been  able  to  get 
our  failors  together  for  its  defence. 
It  appeared,  that  we  had,  perhaps 
too  precipitately,  weakened  our 
-force  after  the  peace,  at  a  time 
that  our  former  enemies  took 
care  not  to  weaken  theirs.  The 
acquisitions  of  France  had  been 
all  acquifitions  of  ftrength  ;  fhe 
had  acquired  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  and  deftroyed  the  fort  re  lies 
on  the  right ;  Ihe  not  only  pofleffed 

what  once  was  the  barrier  to  Hoi- 

\ 

land,  but  occupied  with  her  troops 
Holland  itfelf :  fire  had  either  in  pof- 
feiixon  or  under  her  influence  the 
coaftsof  the fea  from  theTexel  to  the 
Adriatic,  and  added  to  thofe  the  for- 
trefles  of  Piedmont  and  the  monad  e- 
ries  of  Switzerland;  fhe  feemed  to 
have  acquired  all  that  nature  and 
art  could  contribute  to  render  a 
powerful  country  impregnable. 

In  anfwcr  to  thefe  objections,  it 
was  obferved  that  the  ftlence  com¬ 
plained  of  as  a  crime  in  minifters 
arofe  from  the  ftlence  of  their 
opponents  ;  information  had  not 
been  given,  becaufe  none  had  been 
required.  Notice  was  alfo  taken 
of  the  difeordant  arguments  advan- 
ced  againft  government  ;  one  was 
fcarcely  heard,  when  it  wasanfwer- 
ed  by  another.  <(  I  recoiled” 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
obferved,  ((  that  I  did  fay,  in  re¬ 
ply  to  a  gentleman  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  peace 
eftablifhment  would  conftft  of  about 
30,000  feamen,  but  I  recoiled  alfo 
that  I  faid  fo,  with  fuch  referve 
and  qualification,  as  became  a  man 
incapable  of  feeing  into  futurity. 
I  hope  this  eftablifhment  I  now 
propofe  will  not  long  exift ;  I 
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fhould  be  forry  to  confider  it  the 
permanent  peace  efiablifhment. 
When  the  circumftances  of  Europe 
fhall  render  it  proper  to  reduce 
our  force  to  the  moft  economic 
flandard,  1  (hall  feeimoft  fincercly 
happy ;  but  the  arrival  of  that  period 
and  the  fecurity  of  peace,  will 
depend  much  on  the  acquicfcence 
of  the  Houfe  in  this  vote.” 

It  was  denied  that  the  review 
of  the  Hate  of  Europe  by  the 
oppofition  fpeakers,  although  in 
fome  particulars  correct,  warrant¬ 
ed  the  conclufions  they  drew  to  the 
difadvantage  of  England.  On  the 
fubjebt  of  Ruflia  explanations  were 
declined,  but  it  was  intimated 
that  they  who  hazarded  politive 
aflertions  refpedting  that  country 
ought  to  have  bellowed  more  pains 
in  inquiry  and  conlideration. 
Was  the  activity  of  the  Dutch  in 
recruiting  their  navy  a  matter  of 
wonder?  Was  it  furpriling  that  a 
power  which,  at  one  period  of  the 
war,  muftered  a  refpeftable  navy, 
and  which,  at  its  termination, 
only  retained  lixteen  (hips,  fhould 
be  anxious  to  reoair  her  fleets  ?  It 
was  an  error  to  aflert  that  the 
navy  of  France  and  the  navy  of 
Europe  were  fynonimous  terms  ; 
the  navies  of  Ruflia,  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  were  not  connected 
with  that  of  France.  Recent  ex¬ 
perience  and  prefent  appearances 
did  indeed  naturally  induce  the 
belief,  that  thofe  of  Spain  and 
Holland  were  intimately  attached 
to  France;  but  whatever  might 
be  their  force,  connexion,  or  acti¬ 
vity,  this  country  was  neither 
unable  nor  unprepared  to  meet 
them  combined.  In  corroboration 
of  the  fuperiority  of  our  fleet  to 
any  that  was  ready  to  fail  from 
the  portsof  the  continental  powers. 


it  was  Hated,  in  contradiction  to 
rumours  circulated  by  fome  from 
ignorance,  by  others  from  fear, 
and  by  others  perhaps  from  worfe 
motives,  that  Admiral  Bickerton, 
who  commanded,  ten  fail  of  the 
line  in  the  Mediterranean,  had 
written  home  that  there  were  only 
five  fail  of  the  line  ready  for  fea 
in  the  port  of  Toulon  and  a  ftijl 
inferior  force  in  Carthagena. 

To  jultify  confidence  by  com¬ 
panion,  the  following  detail  was 
given.  The  fleets  of  France, 
Spain  and  Holland,  flood  thus  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war:  France 
105  fail  of  the  line,  Spain  79,  and 
Holland  27.  At  the  concluflon 
of  the  war,  thofe  fleets,  were  re¬ 
duced  to  123  fail,  and  a  compara¬ 
tively  greater  reduction  took  place 
among  their  frigates  and  fmall 
craft.  At  the  peace  their  aClual 
flate  was,  France  39,  Spain  68, 
and  Holland  16,  What  addition 
could  have  been  made  to  fuch  a 
force  by  building  new  {flips  to 
excite  the  flighted  alarm  in  the 
bread  of  an  Englifhman,  when  it 
was  known  that  we  had  at  prefent 
192  fail  of  the  line,  209  frigates, 
129  floops,  and  243  fmaller  craft; 
in  all  773  fhips  of  war  ?  With  an 
excefs  then  of  60  fail  of  the  line 
above  the  combined  fleets  of 
France,  Spain  and  Holland,  what 
had  we  to  fear,  and  what  appre- 
henfion  could  be  felt  for  our  fafety, 
when  it  was  known,  that  by  the 
prudent  and  wife  conduCl  of  the 
flrfl  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  fuch 
arrangements  were  made  that  in 
cafe  of  the  renewal  of  hoflilities, 
fifty  fail  of  the  line  could  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  fea  within  one  month, 
and  even  a  larger  number  fhould 
the  exigency  be  prefling? 

As  to  the  Dock  yards ;  it  was 
[^3  4  N  true 
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true  that  a  -considerable  number 
of  perfons  had  been  diSmiffed  ;  but 
not  one  who  was  not  difabled  by 
age,  otherwife  deficient  in  the 
difcharge  of  his  duty,  or  fo  grofs- 
ly  negligent,  that  he  was  a  much 
fitter  fubjedt  to  be  brought  before 
a  court  of  common  law,  than  to  be 
treated  with  lenity.  In  no  cafe 
had  a  deforcing  individual  been 
difeharged  without  a  penfion,  and 
many  had  received  thefe  bounties 
who  would  never  before  have  been 
inti  tied  to  expedl  them.  The 
caulkers  who  were  diSmiffed  had 
united  in  a  confplracy  with  thofe 
in  the  fame  trade  in  the  merchant 
Chips  in  the  river,  lor  the  purpofe. 
of  obtaining  the  fame  amount  of 
wages  during  peace  as  during  war. 
The  eflefts  of  fuch  a  combination 
were  very  furious  and  on  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  merchants  and  Snip 
owners,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiral¬ 
ty  had  taken  the  fu bjedl  into  c.cn- 
fideratiop.  An  offer  had  been 
made  to  thefe  re  fra  dory  caulkers 
to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the 
merchants,  and  fuch  of  them  as 
refilled  were  immediately  difehar¬ 
ged. 

In  this  debate  the  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  mentioned  to  the 

Houfe  the  determination  of  govern- 

/  °  . 

ment  to  maintain  a  ftrong  defen- 
five  military  force,,  as  any  reduc¬ 
tion  would  be  thought  unadvife- 
able  for  force  time,  and  in  a  few 
days  the  Secretary  at  war,  would 
fubrnit  a  propofition  to  the  Houfe 
for  an  eft abliih ment  beyond  any 
thing  ever  known  in  time  of  peace. 
R  Conformably  to"  this 

' 1 1  cC’  notice,  the  Secretary  at 
war  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  the 
army  eftimates,  obferving  that 
>  they  contained  the  details  of  a 
military  eftablifhment  larger,  both 

\ 


in  the  amount  of  the  Expenditure 
which  it-would  require,  and  in 
the  number  of  men  to  be  kept  up, 
than  any  former  peace  eftablifh¬ 
ment  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country ; 
and  the  grand  queftion  for  the  con- 
fideration  ol  the  Committee  would 
be,  whether  cireumftances  exilled 
to  render  fuch  an  enlarged  efta¬ 
blifhment  neceffary  ?  Noticing  the 
overgrown  power  of  France,  he 
trufted  that  the  opinion  of  the 
houfe,  as  well  as  of  the  public 
would  be,  that  the  peace  ought  to 
bepreferved,  if  it  could  be  preferv- 
ed  confidently  with  our  honour; 
that  all  the  ftipulations  of  the 
treaty  fhouid  be  executed  with 
fcrupulous  good  faith  ;  that  every 
thing  calculated  to  provoke  hofti- 
lity  fliould  be  carefully  fhunned; 
that  every  appearance  of  irritating 
language  fhouid  be  conftantly  a  void¬ 
ed,  With  thefe  feelings  wras  to 
be  mixed,  however,  a  firm  deter¬ 
mination  to  fupport  the  national 
honour,  and  to  be  prepared  to  re¬ 
fill  effeiflually  any  hoftile  aggref- 
fipn.  This  preparation,  mult  con- 
fift  in  maintaining  a  ftrong  eftab- 
lilhment  on  land  as  well  as  at  fea. 
For  after  all  that  had  palled  in  the 
eourfe  of  the  late  war,  after  all 
the  events  that  were  daily  palling 
before  our  eyes,  no  rational  man 
could  affirm  that  our  navy  alone 
would  be  fufficient  for  the  defence 
of  our  widely  extended  coafts,  or 
cur  far  fcattered  foreign  pofteffions, 
at  all  times,  and  under  all  circurn- 
fcances.  The  confideration  of 
Frances  being  complete  mailer 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  having 
Holland  wholly  under  its  controul, 
having  the  undisputed  command 
of  the  whefie  eourfe  of  the  Rhine, 
of  the  Maefe  and  the  Scheldt, 
with  all  the  fortreffes  Situated  on 

their 
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their  banks,  were,  in  this  cafe, 
circumftances  peculiarly  necedary 
to  be  taken  into  confederation. 
This  fituation  was  widely  different 
from  that  in  which  we  were  placed 
at  the  .conclufien  of  any  former 
treaty,  and  it  was  alfo  neceffary 
to  confider  the  peace  eftablifhment 
of  France.  The  number  of  French 
regiments  of  cavalry  was  84, 
amounting  to  upward  of  46, op© 
men.  The  demi  brigades  of  in¬ 
fantry  of  the  line  were  1 10,  which 
with  30  demi-brigades  of  light 
infantry  formed  a  total  of  341  ,oco. 
There  were  ten  demi. brigades  of 
veterans  for  garrifons,  confiding 
of  upwards  of  13,000  and  26,600 
formed  the  number  of  the  artillery, 
pioneers,  and  other  defcriptions 
of  that  army.  The  grofs  number 
of  the  whole  army  was  about  427, 
910.  There  were  vaft  numbers 
of  people  trained  to  arms,  who 
could  be  called  into  immediate 
adlion.  Thefe  confided  of  the 
Gendarmerie,  and  other  claiTes  of 
irregular  troops.  Thefe,  added 
to  the'  regular  army,  would  form 
a  total  very  little  under  929,000 
men. 

It  might  he  faid  that  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  a  Handing  army  was 
uncondi'tutional,  and  even  danger¬ 
ous  to  the  exidence  of  liberty  in 
a  free  country.  Without  the 
fmalled  hefitation  he  would  admit 
that  the  maintenance  of  even  the 
fmalled  danding  army  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  much  more  of  fo  large 
a  military  edablifhment  as  that 
now  propofed,  without  the  con- 
troul  of  parliament,  would  be  ille¬ 
gal,  unconditutional,  and  danger¬ 
ous.  But  the  larged  danding 
army  might  be  conditutionally 
fupported,  if  it  could  be  fhewn 
that  from  the  relative  fuuation 


of  this  country  and  foreign  powers 
the  fupport  of  fuch  ah  eftablidiment 
was  effential  to  the  prefervation  of 
our  fafety  and  the  maintenance 
of  our  honour.  A  danding  army, 
to  a  certain  extent,  had  been  kept 
up  in  this  country  ever  fince  the 
Revolution.  The  circumdances  of 
Europe  required  it,  and  the  mod 
enlightened  datefmen,  and  rhe  mod 
ardent  lovers  of  liberty,  were 
forced  to  admit  its  neceffity.  The 
only  quedion  with  them  was  with 
refpebt  to  its  extent.  This  they 
watched  with  jealoufy ;  hut  a  dand¬ 
ing  army,  under  certain  condi¬ 
tions  and  modifications,  they  were 
forced,  if  not  to  admire,  at  lead 
to  to’erate. 

Another  objection  might  be 
drawn  from  confiderations  oi’econo- 
ffi y.  It  feerned,  with  fome  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  be  a  favourite  idea,  that 
thefecurity  of  the  country  was  not 
bed  to  be  maintained  by  keeping 
up  a  drong  naval  and  military  eda¬ 
blifhment.  We  were  to  hufband 
our  refources,  to  fupport  public 
credit,  to  accumulate  wealth  during 
the  period  of  repofe  which  is  af¬ 
forded  us  by  peace.  Thefe  were 
greatand  important  objects  ;  but  it 
was  doubtful  whether  they  could 
be  purfued  but  by  keeping  up  an 
ample  edablifhment;  public  credit 
would  be  bed  fupported  by  holding 
out  to  the  public  the  profped  of 
fecurity  founded  in  a  drong  fydem 
of  defend  ve  preparation. 

The  date  of  our  foreign  podef. 
fions.  prefen  ted  reafons  for  fuch  an 
increafe.  It  would  not  be  denied, 
that  if  it  was  neceffary  to  guard 
againd  fudden  aggreffion  at  home, 
it  was  no  lefs  neceffary  to  keep 
up  the  fame  fydem  of  vigilance 
in  our  colonies.  Befides,  the 
acceffion  of  Trinidad  and  Ceylon 
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jpuft  render  an  augmentation  of 
our  eftablifhment  neceiTary,  if  no 
other  caufe  of  augmentation  exifted. 

The  Secretary  at  war  therefore 
propofed  that  three  regiments  of 
Horfe  guards  fhould  be  kept  up, 
which,  with  twenty  feven  regi¬ 
ments  of  dragoons,  would  form  an 
eftablifhment  in  a  great  meafure  the 
fame  as  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
cavalry  at  the  laft  peace.  The 
2 1 ft  regiment  was  to  be  kept  up  in 
room  of  the  5  th  regiment,  which 
had  been  difbanded.  The  regiments 
were  to  confift  of  eight  troops,  fixty 
rank  and  file,  and  of  this  num¬ 
ber  ten  out  of  each  troop  were  robe 
difmounted.  By  this  arrange¬ 
ment  a  fum  exceeding  50,000!. 
would  be  faved  to  the  public.  The 
refult  of  this  plan  was,  that  of  ca¬ 
valry  17,250  would  be  the  total 
number.  As  to  the  infantry,  it 
was  intended  to  kdep  the  three  re¬ 
giments  of  guards  on  their  prefent 
footing ;  they  would  confift  of  75 
in  each  company,  and  their  total 
number  will  be  6060.  The  reft 
of  the  army  would  confift  ot  102 
battalions  of  foot.  The  regiments 
were  to  be  kept  up  as  far  as  the 
93d.  The  2d  battalion  of  the 
Royals,  a  corps  long  diftinguifhed, 
and  the  2d  battalion  of  the  52d,  a 
regiment  admitted  to  be  one  of  the 
fineft  in  the  fervice,  were  to  be  re¬ 
tained.  The  regiments  in  India 
were  to  be  be  kept  up  on  the  full 
complement  of  100  men  in  each 
company.  Of  twelve  regiments 
of  colour,  fix  had  been  reduced,  and 
fix  were  to  be  continued  in  the 
fervice.  Thefe  would  form  com¬ 
panies  of  75  men  each,  and  their 
number  would  be  4, 1 58.  Thefe  re¬ 
giments  had  been  found  of  great 
pfe  in  feveral  parts  of  the  fervice 
where  European  troops  could  not 
have  afted  with  advantage.  Of 


the  foreign  corps  only  four  regL 
ments  were  to  be  continued  ;  thefe 
were  the  regiments  of  Stewart, 
which  behaved  with  fuch  gallantry 
in  Egypt,  and  three  Swifs  regi¬ 
ments,  which  altogether  would  not 
exceed  3,352  men.  No  alterations 
were  to  be  made  in  the  arrange- 
ments  of  the  rifle  and  ftaff  corps ; 
they  would  continue  on  the  fame 
footing  as  la  ft  year.  The  whole 
of  the  force  to  be  maintained,  was, 
therefore,  128,909,  including  the 
troops  to  ferve  in  India.  Of  thefe 
60,000  rank  and  file,  including 
1 5,000  cavalry,  were  intended  for 
the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  For  the  plantations 
30,000.  In  India  18,000  were 
to  be  employed.  For  the  fupport  of 
this  eftablifhment,  the  fum  required 
was  4,150,000!.  including  the 
troops  ading  in  India.  As  a 
much  more  advantageous  and  ufe- 
fulway  of  employing  the  out-pen- 
fioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  it  was 
intended  to  form  feven  new  garri- 
fon  battalions.  According  to  the 
propofed  plan,  the  men,  formerly 
characterized  as  invalids,  would 
perform  a  very  important  duty, 
while  a  difference  of  expence, 
amounting  to  about  5000I.  a  year, 
would  form  the  whole  of  the  addi¬ 
tional  burthen  on  the  nublic.  The 
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total  expence  of  the  army  eftablifh¬ 
ment  for  the  year  would  not  ex¬ 
ceed  5,500,000k  this  was  lefs  by 
2,060,000k  than  during  the  laft 
year,  and  lefs  by  10, 1  30,000k  than 
during  the  laft  year  of  the  war;  it 
differed  from  the  army  eftimates  of 
the  laft  fix  months  by  65,000k  for 
though  the  number  of  men  kept  up 
was  greater  by  about  8000,  yet 
there  had  been  favings  to  fuch  an 
amount  in  different  articles,  as  to 
create  this  difparity ;  there  was  a 
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difference  of  300,000!.,  in  the 
Barrack  department  alone. 

Mr.  Yorke  then  vindicated  the 
miniftry  againft  the  charge  ot  pre¬ 
cipitately  reducing  thearmy,  which 
had  been  advanced  in  the  debates 
on  the  addrefs.  On  the  firft  of 
October  1801,  the  forces  of  all  de¬ 
scriptions  were  upwards  of  250, 
000.  Of  chis  number  a  reduction 
took  place,  up  to  the  fl r ft  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1  802,  amounting  to  123,000. 
This  number  confided  of  the  tol- 
lo.ving  items  :  the  cavalry  in  1801, 
confuted  of  25,000,  and  as  this 
number  was  judged  unneceflary  for 
the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  10,492  had  been  difchar- 
ared.  The  militia  amounted  to 
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71,341,  about  the  propriety  of 
whofe  being  di (banded  there  could 
not  exit!  the  fmalleft  doubt.  The 
fencibles,  amounting  to  20,679, 
were  only  engaged  during  the  war  ; 
the  terms  of  their  fervice  having 
expired,  government  had  no  choice 
left  about  their  difcharge.  Of  the 
invalids,  5,122  had  been  difchar- 
ged,  but  to  their  Services  recourfe 
could  always  be  had  on  an  emcr- 
gency.  The  foreign  corps,  from 
8,645,  been  reduced  to  the 
numbers  already  ftafed.  There 
could  be  no  hefitation  in  difchar- 
ging  foreigners,  indead  of  reducing 
regiments  of  native  troops  ;  and  of 
all  the  other  troops  which  had  been 
difcharged,  the  number  was  7,025. 
Never  was  the  Britifh  army  in  a 
date  of  greater  order,  or  more  per¬ 
fect  difcipline.  Never  was  its 
appearance  more  warlike.  Never 
was  it  compofcd  of  more  abR  ho* 
died  men,  or  men  more  full  of  mi¬ 
litary  fpirit  and  animation.  Never 
did  it  contain  a  greater  number  of 
able,  brave,  and  experienced  ge¬ 
neral  officers ;  many  in  the  flower  of 


health  and  age.  For  all 'this  he 
had  to  congratulate  the  army,  and 
the  country  in  having  this  im¬ 
portant  branch  of  adminiftration 
under  the  direction  of  a  noble  per- 
fonage,  who,  devoted  himfelf  to 
this  great  department  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice.  After  paying  His 
Royal  Highnefs  fome  more  well- 
merited  compliments,  he  adverted 
to  other  topics  illuftrative  of  the 
prefent  military  fituation  of  the 
country.  By  the  wifdom  of  the 
laft  parliament  the  militia  was  put 
on  a  new  and  greatly  improved 
fyftern.  Provifion  was  made  for 
immediately  inrolling  50,000  men, 
capable  of  being  augmented  to 
70,000  when  neceiTary.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  lad  feilion  a  bill  had 
paffed,  empowering  his  Majefly  to 
receive  the  offers  of  thole  who  will¬ 
ed  fl  ill  to  remain  in  the  exercife  of 
arms,  without  receiving  pay. 
The  beneficial  confequencee  of  this 
meafure  had  been  amply  experi¬ 
enced.  In  Great  Britain  there 
were  upwards  of  8,000  volunteers, 
moftly  cavalry.  In  Ireland  the 
number  of  volunteers  was  more 
confiderable.  Thus-  there  were 
upwardsof  2  50,000  men  who  could, 
at  a  very  fhort  notice,  be  ready  to 
take  the  held,  excluding  thofe  in 
India. 

In  a  long  debate  which  enfued, 
the  conduct  of  minifters  was  at¬ 
tacked,  and  the  propoiition  before 
the  Houfe  was  combated  on  a  va¬ 
riety  of  grounds,  very  diffimilar 
f  >m  each  other.  Mr.  Banks,  Mr. 
Whitbread,  and  fome  other  mem¬ 
bers,  objected  to  the  largenefs  of 
the  propofed  eflablifhment,  and 
reprobat  ed  foreign  alliances,  as  in¬ 
compatible  with  Britifh  interefts. 
Lord  Temple  cenfured  minifters 
for  having  difbanded  any  portion 

of 


J 


44] 

or  the  military  force,  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  wifhed  them  remo¬ 
ved,  that  the  chief  pod  in  govern¬ 
ment  might  be  intruded  to  a  man 
on  whom  the  eyes  of  the  country 
were  fixed,  that  man  whofe  fer- 
vices  were  univerfally  acknowled¬ 
ged  ;  whofe  capacity  to  maintain 
the  honour,  confult  the  intcrefts, 
and  call  forth  the  energies  of  the 
country,  were  univerfally  admit¬ 
ted;  that  man  who  would  carry 
with  him  the  intire,  unlimited 
confidence  of  the  empire.  He 
alfo  expreffed  a  ftrong  averfion  to 
the  idea  that  Mr.  Fox  thould  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  .power.  In 
thefe  fentiments,  he  was  ftrenuoufly 
fupported  by  Mr.  Canning.  Mr. 
Fox,  in  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  de¬ 
livered  at  a  late  hour,  argued 
againft  the  neceffity  and  again!!  the 
policy  of  a  large  eft ablifh orient  and 
remarked  on  the  con  dub!  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  friends  in  calling  for  his  re¬ 
turn  to  office,  after  he  had  not  only 
recommended  the  prefen t  minifter 
as  moft  fit  to  be  his  fucccffior,  but 
after  he  had  approved  the  peace. 
He  a  feed  how  Mr.  Windham, 
Lord  Temple,  and  their  adherents 
could  expect  Mr.  Pitt  or  themfeives 
to  return  to  adminifiration,  if  the 
Catholic  queftion  was  the  real 
caufe  of  their  refignation  ?  He 
dwelt  with  much  feverity  on  the 
conduct  of  thofe  who,  merely  in  pur- 
lint  of  place,  arraigned  the  ads 
of  the  prefent  miniffiers,  and  fhewed 
the  inconfiftency  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
friends  in  not  fupporting  them.  Si¬ 
milar  obfervations  on  the  fubjebt  of 
Mr.  Pitt  had  been  made  by  General 
Maitland,  who  alio  highly  extolled 
the  judicious  plans  of  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
whofe  ablive  exertions,  and  dole 
attention  to  military  difcipline  and 


to  real  military  merit-,  had  render- 
ed  the  Britifh  army  far  more  pow¬ 
erful  and  refpebtahie  than  it  had 
been  at  any  former  period.  Mr. 
Windham  anfwered  the  obfervati¬ 
ons  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  accufed  him 
of  having  deferred  the  'Englifh  fen¬ 
timents  by  which  he  was  character¬ 
ized  before  the  French  Revolution. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
explained  and  juftified  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  government,  and  profeffied 
the  main  end  of  their  etforts  to  be 
to  keep  the  country  equally  pre¬ 
pared  for  war  or  for  peace. 

But  the  great  diftinguifhing 
circurnftanee  of  this  difcufiion, was 
a  fpeech  delivered  by  Mr.  Sheri- 
don,  of  lingular  force,  and  brillian¬ 
cy.  He  profeffied  that  he  coifd 
not  inti  rely  agree  with  any  of  the 
fpeakers  who  had  preceded  him, 
and  conhdered  the  prefent  as  a  pe¬ 
riod  in  which  members  were  pe¬ 
culiarly  called  upon  to  prove  to  the 
people  of  England  that  they  were 
above  all  party  feelings-  He  con¬ 
demned  the  delicacy  obferved  by 
fome  eentlemen  in  their  unwilling:- 
neis  to  fpeak  of  the  character  of 
Bonaparte,  and  his  eondubt  in 
Switzerland  ;  he  was  not  defirous 
to  make  an  inveblive,  but  if  truth 
appeared  like  invebtjve,  he  could 
not  therefore  abftain  from  fpeaking 
it,  and  the  treatment  of  Switzer¬ 
land  belonged  to  the  fubjebt  under 
confederation.  He  was  a  friend  to 
peace  from  a  thorough  fenfe  of  the 
evils  of  war,  but  he  was  convinced 
that  every  thing  was  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  the  hoftile  fpirir  of  the 
ruler  of  France,  and  that  the  only 
means  of  fafety  confifted  inTefift- 
ance,  prompt,  refolute,  determined 
refiftance  to  the  firft  aggrefficn, 
be  the  confequences  what  they 
might. 

After 
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After  refuting  various  objections 
made  to  the  propofed  ftipply,  he 
dwelt  on  the  undifguifed  inveteracy 
of  France  aeainft  this  countrv,  and 
analyzed  its  motives.  i(  Look” 
he  exclaimed,  i(  at  the  map  of 
Europe  ;  there  where  a  great  man 
( who  however  was  always  wrong 
on  this  fubjetft)  faid  he  looked  for 
France,  and  found  nothing  but  a 
chafm.  Look  at  that  map  now,  and 
fee  nothing  but  France.  It  is  in 
our  power  to  meafureher  territory, 
to  reckon  her  population,  but  it  is 
fcarcely  within  the  grafp  of  any 
man’s  mind  to  meafure  the  ambition 
of  Bonaparte.  Why,  when  all 
Europe  bows  down  before  him ; 
why,  when  he  has  fubdued  the 
whole  continent,  he  fhould  feel 
fuch  great  refpeft  for  us,  I  am  at  a 
lofs  to  difeover.  If  then  it  be 
true,  as  I  have  Hated,  that  his  am¬ 
bition  is  of  that  immeafureable  na¬ 
ture,  there  are  abundant  and  obvi¬ 
ous  reafons  why  it  muft  be  pro- 
greffive;  reafons  much  lfronger  than 
any  that  could  have  been  ufed  un¬ 
der  the  power  of  the  Bourbons. 
They  were  ambitious,  but  it  was 
not  fo  neceffary  for  them  to  feed 
their  fubjeffs  with  the  fpoils  and 
plunder  of  war;  they  had  the  at¬ 
tachment  of  a  long  eftablilh'ed  fa¬ 
mily  applied  to  them;  they  had 
the  effeft  and  advantage  of  here¬ 
ditary  fucceflion.  But  I  fee  in  the 
very  fituation  and  compofition  of 
the  power  of  Bonaparte  a  phyfical 
neceliity  for  him  to  go  on  in  this 
barter  with  his  fubjefrs,  and  to 
promife  to  make  them  the  mailers 
of  the  world  if  they  will  confent 
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to  be  his  Haves.  If  that  be  the 
cafe,  muft  not  his  moft  anxious 
looks  be  directed  to  Great  Britain? 
Every  thing  elfe  is  petty  and  con¬ 
temptible  compared  with  it,  Ruf- 
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fia,  if  not  in  his  power,  is  at  leaft 
in  his  influence — Pnhiia  is  at  his 
beck- — Italy  is  his  vafl'al — Holland 
is  in  his  grafp— Spain  at  his  nod— 
Turkey  in  his  toils —  Portugal  at 
his  foot; — when  I  fee  this,  can  I 
hefitafe  in  Hating  my  feelings, 
ftili  lefs  can  I  helitate  in  giving 
a  vote  that  fnall  put  us  upon  our 
euard  ao-ainft  the  machinations  and 
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workings  of  fuch  an  ambition  ? 
But  it  has  been  faid,  that  it  is  pof- 
ftble  he  may  mean  nothing  more 
than  rivalry  of  commerce.  Happy 
(hall  I  be  if  fuch  an  idea  enter 
into  his  head  at  all,  much  more  if 
it  form  a  part  of  his  plans.  But 
I  confefs  that  I  cannot  fee  that  ft 
does.  I  mark  him  taking  pofitions 
calculated  to  deftroy  our  commerce, 
but  I  do  not. find  him  doing  any 
thing  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
trade  of  the  two  countries.  I  fee 
him  anxious  to  take  pofTeffion  of 
Louifiana,  and  to  ufe  the  ports  of 
Saint  Domingo  to  carry  our  Weft 
India  and  Jamaica  trade.  I  can 
conceive  a  poffible  cafe,  in  which 
fuch  pofitions  might  be  taken  as  to 
force  us  to  furrender  our  commerce 
without  a  ftroke.  Of  the  com¬ 
mercial  talents  of  Bonaparte,  I 
can  be  fufpefled  to  know  but  little; 
but  bred  in  camps,  it  cannot  be 
imagined  that  his  commercial 
knowledge  can  be  very  great ;  and, 
indeed,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
he  is  proceeding  in  the  old  plan  of 
heavy  duties  '  and  prohibitions. 
But  he  would  go  a  fhorter  way  to 
work  with  us.  The  whole  country 
has  credit  and  capital,  and  commer¬ 
cial  enterprize;  and  he  may  think, 
if  he  can  fubjugate  us,  that  he  can 
carry  them  off  to  France  like  fo 
many  bulls  and  marbles.  But  he 
would  find  himfelf  miftaken  j  that 
credit  would  wither  under  the 
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gripe  of  power  ;  that  capital  would 
fink  into  the  earth,  if  trodden 
Upon  by  the  foot  of  a  defpot ; 
that  commercial  enterprize  would, 
I  believe,  lofe  all  its  vigour  in 
the  prefence  of  an  arbitrary 
government.  No,  inftead  of 
putting  his  nation  apprentice  to 
commerce,  he  has  other  ideas  in 
his  head.  My  humble  apprehen¬ 
sion  i$,  that,  though  in  the  tablet 
and  volume  of  his  mind  there  may 
be  fome  marginal  note  about  ca- 
ihiering  the  King  of  Etruria  ;  yet, 
that  the  whole  text  is  occupied 
with  the  deftruflion  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  This  is  the  firft  vifion  that 
breaks  upon  him  through  the 
gleam  of  the  morning  ;  this  is  his 
lad  prayer  at  night,  to  whatever 
Deity  he  addreffes  it,  whether  to 
Jupiter  or  to  Mahomet ;  to  the 
God  of  Battles,  or  to  the  God- 
defs  of  Reafon.  But,  the  only 
•confolation  is,  that  he  is  a  great 
philofopher  and  philanthropift. 
I  believe  this  hyper-philanthropy 
has  done  more  harm  than  ever  it 
did  good.  He  has  difcovered  that 

O 

we  all  belong  to  the  Weft^rn  fami¬ 
ly  !  I  confefs  I  feel  a  fenti- 
nient  of  deep  indignation,  when  I 
hear  (I  take  it  from  report)  that 
this  fcrap  of  nonfenfe  was  uttered 
to  one  of  the  mod  enlightened  of 
the  human  race.  To  this  family 
party  I  do  not  wifli  to  belong.  He 
may  invite  perfons,  if  he  pleafe, 
to  dinner,  and  like  Lord  Peter, 
fay,  that  his  tough  cruft  is  excel¬ 
lent  mutton.  He  may  tofs  a  fcep- 
tre  to  the  king  of  Etruria  to  play 
.with,  and  keep  a  rod  to  fcourge 
him  in  the  corner ;  he  may  have 
thought  at  firft  his  Cifalpine  Re¬ 
public  a  fine  growing  child,  and 
may  have  found  it  a  ricketty  bant- 


lin  ;  but  I  feel  contempt  for  all 

this  mockery. 5 ’ 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to 
notice  the  ftate  of  parties,  with 
his  ufual  ftrength  of  thought  and 
felicity  of  expreffion.  The  friends 
of  Lord  Temple,  he  faid  might  be 
divided  into  two  claflfes ;  thofe 
who  called  for  a  change  of  min  if- 
ters,  and  for  war.  He  thanked 
them  for  their  franknefs  in  ftating 
what  they  had  done,  becaufe  their 
franknefs  was  an  antidote  to  the 
fury  of  their  counfels.  The  noble 
Lord,  he  obferved,  fays,  we  dont 
want  to  go  to  war  ;  we  only  wifh 
to  have  other  perfons  in  power  ; 
the  noble  Lord  deals  with  the  in- 
genuoufnefs  of  youth,  as  I  fay  ; 
with  the  inexperience  of  youth,  ac¬ 
cording  to  others.  But  what 
fhould  we  get  by  this  change  ? 
Would  thofe  perfons  he  recommends 
have  adled  differently  from  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  minifters  ?  Would  they  have 
gone  to  war  for  any  of  the  events 
that  have  occurred  fince  the  peace  ? 
Would  they  have  gone  to  war  for 
the  annexing  of  Piedmont  to  F ranee  ? 
For  the  Cifalpine  Republic  ?  For  the 
invafion  of  Switzerland  ?  No,  for 
none  of  thefe.  They  would  have 
done  as  minifters'  have  done,  but 
more  vigoroufly  ;  they  would  have 
fhewn  more  grumbling  patience; 
they  would  have  made  wry  faces ; 
they  would  not  have  ftood  with 
their  hands  before  them  ;  no,  but 
with  their  arms  a  kimbo.  What 
would  they  have  got  by  this  ? 
Would  they  have  obtained  any 
thing  more  by  all  this  grudging 
and  wincing  ?•  Would  fuch  a  mode 
of  conduct  have  become  thechatac-. 
ter  and  dignity  of  the  country  ? 
It  is  not  to  be  inferred,  becaufe 
the  Right  Honourable  gentleman 

oppofite. 
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cppblite  me  did  none  of  thefe 
things,  that  he  felt  no  indignation. 
I  learn  from  his  Majefty's  fpeech, 
every  word  of  which  I  approve, 
that  his  minifters  are  determined 
not  to  be  (hut  out  of  the  continent. 

k 

1  fay,  X  approve  of  the  fpeech, 
becaufe  it  fatisfted  me  that  a  fenfe 
of  wrong,  and  a  refen t men t  of  in¬ 
jury,  may  live  under*  moderate 
language.  But  thefe  minifters,  it 
feems,  are  the  incapable  gentle¬ 
men.  Will  gentlemen  fnew  us  any 
aft  of  bafefubmiftion  on  their  part? 
If  they  can  ;  if  they  prove  that 
they  did  any  aft  with  refpeft  to 
Switzerland,  and  meanly  retrafted 
it  afterwards,  I  will  be  the  ftrft  to 
inveigh  againft  them.  But  thefe 
gentlemen  (hew  us  no  fuch  afts  ; 
they  feem  as  if  they  confide  red  the 
minifters,  now  the  drudgery  of 
ftgning  the  peace  is  done,  as  fun&i 
qfficiii ,  and  as  if  they  ought  to  go 
out,  as  if  one  was  a  mere  goofe 
quill,  and  the  other  a  ftick  of  feal- 
ing  wax,  which  are  done  with,  and 
ought  to  be  thrown  under  the 
table.  We  know  what  Touchftone 
fays,  as  a  good  ground  of  quarrel, 
*e  That  he  don't  like  the  cut  of  a 
certain  courtier’s  beard."  Per- 
haps  this  capricious  diftike  cannot 
be  better  exemplified  than  by  the 
fentlment  expreffed  in  the  well 
known  epigram  of  Martial  :  — 

Non  amo  te,  Sabidi,  nec  poffum  dicere 
quare, 

Hoc  tantum  poffum  dicere,  non  amo  te  ? 

The  Englifh  parody  may  be 
more  applicable  to  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  : 

I  do  not  like  thee,  Dodlor  Fell, 

The  reafon  why  I  cannot  tell  ; 

But  this.  I’m  lure,  I  know  full  well, 

1  do  not  like  thee,  Doctor  Fell. 


[47 

It  is  fair  to  fay,  that  this 
Englifh  parody  fo  unfavourable  to 
the  doftor,  proceeds  from  the  mouth 
of  a  fair  lady,  who  has  privileges 
to  like  and  diftike,  which  would 
ill  become  a  member  of  this  Houfe  ; 
but  I  contend  that  no  folid  reafon 
has  been  offered  to  be  urged  againft; 
thefe  minifters. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  {hewed  the 
fallacy  of  the  affertion  that  the 
minifters  came  into  power  at  a 
moft  inviting  period,  and  contend¬ 
ed  that  although  their  conduft  was 

O 

free  from  the  infolence  difpiayed  in 
Lord  Grenville’s  anfwer  to  Bona-, 
parte,  yet  they  made  peace  on 
terms  comparatively  more  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  country  than  thofe 
that  were  offered  at  Lille.  Of 
thefe  minifters,  he  added,  X  know 
alfo  that  they  have  not  renewed 
any  of  their  predeceffor's  oppref, 
five  afts  ;  but  this,  fome  gentle¬ 
men  will  contend,  is  a  proof  of 
their  weaknefs  and  unfitnefs.  Ne¬ 
ver  too,  did  the  Treafury  interfere 
fo  little  in  the  General  Eleftion. 
This  again  may  be  advanced  by  fome 
as  an  inftance  of  their  incapacity. 
Nay,  the  North  was  left  almojft  al¬ 
together  to  a  member  of  the  late 
adminiftration.  But  what  did  thefe 
gentlemen  expeft  from  the  prefent 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ? 
We  treated  him  when  in  the  chair 
of  this  houfe,  with  the  refpeft  he 
merited.  He  has,  I  believe,  over 
our  prefent  worthy  fpeaker,  the  ad¬ 
vantage  in  altitude  ;  but  did  they 
expeft  that  when  he  was  minifter 
he  was  to  ftand  up  and  call  Europe 
to  order  ?  Was  he  to  fend  Mr.  Col- 
man,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  to  the 
Baltic,  and  order  the  Northern 
powers  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  ? 
Was  he  to  fee  the  powers  of  Ger¬ 
many  fcrambling  like  members  over 

the 
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the  benches,  and  fay,  gentlemen  muft 
rake  their  places  ?  Was  he  expeded 
to  call  his  eye  to  the  Tuican  gal¬ 
lery,  andexclaim  that  Grangers  muft 
withdraw  ?  Was  he  to  hand  acrofs 
the  Rhine,  and  fay,  the  Germans 
to  the  right,  and  the  French  to 
the  left  ?.  If  he  could  have  done  all 
thefe  things,  I  for  one  fhould  al¬ 
ways  vote,  that  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  fhouldbe  appointed  minifter 
of  the  country,  hut  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  has  done  all  that 
a  reafonable  man  could  expedl  him 
to  do. 

I  confefs,  I  wifh  to  know  what 
Mr.  Pitt  himfelf  thinks.  I  fhould 
!>e  glad  to  hear  what  his  fentiments 
are  of  the  call  made  for  him,  and 
loudly  made  too,  in  another  place 
by  a  vigorous  ftatefman.  I  well 
remember,  and  fo  do  we  all,  the 
charader  he  gave  of  the  prefent 
stdmlnift  ration.  The  juft  ice  of 
his  charader  of  the  F.irft  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  no  man  can  queftion. 
Of  the  accuracy  of  his  judgment 
with  refped  to  the  prefent  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  does 
not  become  us  to  entertain  a 
doubt.  The  noble  fecretary  of 
ftate  was.  better  qualified  for  the 
fituation  than  any  man  in  the 
country,  with  an  exception  made, 
In  favour  of  Mr.  Fox.  Does  Mr. 
Pitt  mean  to  retrad  that  charader  ? 
I  cannot  fuppofe  he  docs.  I  muft 
believe  that  he  left,  in  his  judg¬ 
ment,  the  beft  admimftration 
that  could  be  left.-  How,  then 
can  we,  with  any  confiftency, 
turn  out  the  man  who  made 
the  peace,  to  bring  in  the  per¬ 
son  who  avowed  his  approba¬ 
tion  of  it. 

i(  I  fhall  now”  Mr.  Sheridan 
continued  (i  addrcfs  a  few  words 
to  thofe  gentlemen  who  would 


hurry  us  into  war;  and  here,  I 
muft  fay,  that  of  all  pcrfonsliving, 
the  Ex -fecretary  of  war  is  the  iaft 
man  who  can  confiftently  call  out 
for  war.  He  defpifed  the  warning 
voice  of  my  honourable  friend,  he 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  his  predidions, 
that  we  fhould  only  confplidate  and 
ftrengthen  the  power  of  France. 
His  anfwers  always  were  as  if  he 
fhould  defpife  the  power  of  France, 
could  he  but  fee  jacobinifm  dc- 
ftroyed.  Is  it  not  deftroyed  ? 

t{  Approach  thou  like  the  rugged  Ruffian 
bear. 

The  arm’d  Rhinoceros  or  the  Hyrcanian 

tiger — 

Take  any  fhape  but  that,  and  my  firm 

nerves 

Shall  never  tremble.”-— 

The  Right  Honourable  Gentle¬ 
man’s  wifhes  are  gratified  ;  jaco¬ 
binifm  is  killed  and  gone,  and  by 
whom  ?  By  him  who  can  no  lon¬ 
ger  be  called  the  child  and  cham¬ 
pion  of  jacobinifm - by  Bona¬ 

parte.  I  remember  to  have  heard 
jacobinifm  compared  to  Antaeus, 
who  gained  ftrength '  at  every 
throw  ;  but  Bonaparte  proceeded 
like  Hercules  ;  he  gave  it  a  true 
fraternal  hug,  Imd  ftrangled  it. 
Did  the  French  annex  Piedmont, 
did  they  enter  Switzerland  with 
the  Rights  of  Man  ?  Did  they  talk 
of  thofe  rights  when  Bonaparte 
told  the  people  of  Italy  they  were 
a  fet  of  dolts  and  drivellers,  and 
were  unfit  to  govern  thernfelves  ? 
But  now  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle¬ 
man  feems  in  a  greater  fright  than 
ever.  'He  feems  as  if  he  would 
rather  have  the  old  ghoft  back 
again.  Moft  whimfically  he  wants 
to  unite  all  parties  againft  France — 

Black  fpirits  and  white, 

B1u8  fpirits  and  grey. 


ail 
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all  arc  welcome  to  him.  The 
moderate  Jacobins  he  takes  to 
his  bofom  ;  they  were  only  milled 
by  their  feelings.  The  violent 
Jacobins  he  appeals  to  as  men  of 
proud  fpirits.  He  willies  to  ling 
Ca  Ira  to  them,  and  to  head  them 
all.  Oh !  had  I,  he  fighs,  but 
plenty  of  Jacobins  here  I  But  on 
what  principles  would  they  carry 
on  the  war  ?  If  they  were  able  to 
curtail  the  power  of  Bonaparte, 
would  not  their  views  increafe^ 
and  would  they  ever  hop  without 
making  an  example  of  the  Regi- 
cide  Republic 

After  noticing  the  allegation 
that  the  fpirit  of  the  country 
was  worn  out,  and  exhorting  the 
miniflry  to  fhew  their  firmnefs, 
ilrength  and  independence  by  a£l- 
ing  in  defiance  of  their  predeceffors, 
Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  in  thefe 
terms.  I  perfectly  agree  with  my 
honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Fox)  that 
war  ought  to  be  avoided,  though 
he  does  not  agree  with  me  on  the 
means  belt  calculated  to  produce 
that  effe<5l.  From  any  opinion  he 
may  exprefs  I  never  differ  but  yvith 
the  greatefl  reluftance.  For  him 
my  affedlion,  my  efleem,  and  my 
attachment  are  unbounded,  and 
they  will  end  only  with  my  life. 
But  I  think  an  important  leffon  is 
to  be  learnt  from  the  arrogance 
of  Bonaparte.  .  He  fays  he  is  an 
inflrument  in  the  hands  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  an  Envoy  of  God  :  he  fays 
he  is  an  inflrument  in  the  hands  of 
Providence  to  reflore  Switzerland 
to  happinefs,  and  to  elevate  Italy 
to  fplendor  and  importance.  I 
think  he  is  an  inflrument  in  the 
hands  of  Providence  ter  make  the 
Englifh  love  their  conflitutton  the 
better;  to  cling  to  it  with  more 
Vuu  XLV.  or  Vol.  III.  New 


fondnefs  ;  to  hang  round  it  with 
true  tendernefs.  Every  man  feels 
when  he  returns  from  France  that, 
he  is  coming  from  a  dungeon  to 
enjoy  the  light  and  life  of  Britifh. 
independence.  Whatever  abufes 
exift,  we  fliall  look  with  pride  and 
pleafure  upon  the  fubflantial  bleff- 
ings  we  ftill  enjoy.  I  believe  too, 
that  he  is  an  inflrument  in  the 
hands  of  Providence,  to  make  us 
more  liberal  in  our  political  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  to  render  us  deter¬ 
mined  with  one  hand  and  heart  to 
oppofe  any  aggrefficns  that  may  be 
made  upon  us.  If  that  aggreffion 
be  made,  my  honourable  friend 
will,  I  am  fare,  agree  with  me, 
that  we  ought  to  meet  it  with  a 
fpirit  worthy  of  thefe  i (lands  ; 
that  we  ought  to  meet  it  with  a 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  this  af¬ 
fection,  that  the  country  which 
has  achieved  fuch  greatnefs,  has 
no  retreat  in  littlenefs  ;  that  if 
we  could  be  content  to  abandon 
everything  wefhould  find  nofafety 
in  poverty,  no  fecurity  in  abjeCt fub- 
million  :  finally,  that  we  ought  to 
meet  it  with  a  fixed  determination 
to  perifh  in  the  fame  grave  with  the 
honour  and  independence  of  the 


countr)^. 


The  vote  required  by  -  , 

the  fecretary  at  war  paffed  sx. 
without  a  divifion.  On  ec* 
bringing  up  the  report,  the  debate 
was  renewed  with  confiderable 
vehemence,  but  it  confided  chiefly 
in  repetition,  explanation,  vindica¬ 
tion  and  reprobation  of  former  ar¬ 
guments.  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
in  a  long  and  chanufteriftic  fpeech, 
inveighed  againfl  what  he  termed 
abufes„  Mr.  Fit$>  he  affirmed, 
was  completely  covered  with  the 
public  indignation  and  hatred,  and 
Series.  [D]  all 
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all  the  confequences  of  the  peace,  more  difcouraging,  and  fuch  was 
of  which  Lord  Temple  and  his  the  confequence  of  the  mifchievous 
friends  drew  fuch  gloomy  defcrip-  fyftem  fo  long  and  fo  obftinately 
lions,  arofe  from  the  proceedings  of  perfifted  in  by  the  late  minifters. 
the  late  minifters,  affifted  by  their  It  had  been  very  properly  obferved 
a  (dive  co-operation.  A  vote  for  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
60,000  foldiers  would  not  alarm  Wilberforce),  that  without  the 
himfo  much,  if  it  were  not  accom-  affections  of  the  people,  no  eftablifh- 
panied  by  barracks  and  all  thofe  men t  could  protect  the  country .  No 
other  appendages  of  a  Handing  degree  of  talents  could  conciliate 
army;  if  it  formed  not  a  part  of  that  affedion,  or  could  excite  a  pro- 
that  fyftem  which,  fatally  for  the  per  fpirit  ;  it  could  only  be  done 
interefts  of  the  crown  itfeif,  tended  by  abolifhing  folitary  cells,  bar- 
to  break  thofe  conftitutional  racks,  and  ufelefs  penfions.  But 
fprings  which  would  keep  up  the  above  all,  the  people  muft  be  ade- 

fpirit  of  the  people,  which  would  quately  reprefented.  Policy  and 

attach  them  warmly  to  their  go-  interest  fhould  urge  that  at  the 

vernment,  and  render  them  vigor-  prefent  crifis,  which  honefty  and 

ous  and  ready  to  defend  it  from  juftice  would  recommend  in  any 
any  attack.  He  had  heard  much  circumftances.  To  reftore  our 

ancient  inftitutions,  to  replace 
thofe  old  land  marks  which  the 
violence  of  the  late  minifters  re¬ 
moved,  was  the  way  to  recover 


of  the  economy  of  minifters ;  but 
how  did  it  appear  from  a  review 
of  the  penfion  lift  ?  Reforms  and 
Livings  were  talked  of,  and  fome 
were  carried  into  effect  in  the  dock  that  public  fpirit  which  would  be 
yards  and  fuch  places,  but,  in  his  the  beft  defence  of  the  nation, 
judgment,  minifters  were  begin-  Befide  the  views  which  were  , 

ning  the  work  of  reform  at  the  taken  of  the  political  ftate  iot  1 
wrong  end.  In  looking  over  the  of  the  country  in  thefe  de-  CC" 
penfion  lift,  and  perilling  the  num~  bates,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
ber  of  marriage  fettlements  for 
Earls’  daughters,  and  annuities  for 
the  wives  of  treafury  clerks, 
which  it  contained,  It  was  im- 
poffible  to  reflect  upon  it  without 
indignation ,  it  was  enough  to 
make  the  eyes  of  any  patriotic 
Engltfhman  ache.  If  there  really 
was  a  neceffity  for  this  increafed 


quer  entered  again  into  the  fubjed, 
when  the  houfe  was  in  a  committee 
of  ways  and  means.  After  {rating 
that  all  the  hopes  of  revenue  and  re¬ 
duction  of  debt,  he  had  formerly 
exhibited  to  the  houfe  were  fully 
realized,  and  in  many  refpeds  ex¬ 
ceeded,  he  faid  “  It  alfo  affords 
me  confiderabie  fatisfadion  to  ftate, 
ftabHOament,  that  neceffity  was  that  the  grants  of  the  Lift  year, 

with  the  exception  of  the  credit- 
taken  for  army  extraordinaries; 


among  the  legacies  which  the  late 
minifters  left  to  the  country. 
They  reduced  it  to  fuch  a  fituafion, 
that  according  to  the  copfeffion  of 
their  adive  friends,  a  ftate  of  war 


will  be  found  fufficient  to  provide 
for  all  the  fervices  of  the  year. 
There  are,  I  am  fure,  many  gen- 
would  be  dangerous,  and  yet  peace  tlemen  who  recoiled,  that  1  did 
:  .was'  unattended  by  fecurity ;  no  not  pretend  that  the  fum  then 
ftate  of  fociety  could  be  imagined  voted  for  army  extraordinaries 

,  would 
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would  be  fufficient ;  it  wasimpofii- 
ble  to  eftimate  with  much  confi¬ 
dence  the  amount  of  that  demand. 
The  continuance  of  the  army  upon 
foreign  ftations  will,  in  a  great 
degree,  account  for  that  excefs. 
It  will,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  amount 
to  one  million  ;  but  I  have  the 
pleafure  to  counteraT  the  concern 
thUl  may  be  felt  from  that  ftate- 
menf,  by  faying,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  army  extraordinaries 
is  not  more  than  half  what  it  has 
been  of  late  years,  and  that  the 
fyftem  of  economy  introduced  into 
the  naval  department,  and  the  re¬ 
daction  of  the  navy  debt  from 
nine  millions  to  four  millions  and 
a  half,  may  be  fairly  fet  off  againll 
that  excefs  in  the  army.  But 
the  whole  amount  will  not  exceed 
half  the  amount  of  the  army  extra¬ 
ordinaries  in  former  years.  The 
unfunded  debt  at  the  commence¬ 
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ment  of  the  laft  fefiion  was 

37>377>36o1‘  ;  n  is  now>  not 
taking  into  the  account  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills  authorized  to  be 
iffued  19,580,000b  including  the 
4,500,000b  as  the  amount  of  the 
navy  debt.  This  unfunded  debt 
confifts  of  fifteen  millions  in  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  900,000b  land  and 
malt,  and  the  three  millions,  for 
which  no  intereft  is  paid,  being  the 
advance  made  by  the  Bank  for  the 
renewal  of  its  charter.  Thus  the 
money  market  has  not  been  em- 
barraffed  to  that  amount.  In  the 
year  1 793,  the  Exchequer  bills  out- 
fianding  were  9,478,000b;  they 
are  now  under  twelve  millions. 
There  is  at  prefent  no  deficiency 
upon  the  land  and  malt,  which  is 
not  defrayed  by  the  out-ftanding 
arrears. 

He  then  prefented  the  follow¬ 
ing  financial  ftatement. 


SUPPLIES. 


NAVY. 

50,000  men,  at  7b  per  man,  per 
month  -  -  4,550,000 

Ordinary  and  Extraordinary  -  1,218,238 

Buildings,  &c.  -  -  901,140 


army  -  -  5,500,000 

Extraordinaries,  (including  furplus  Ex¬ 
traordinaries  iffued  in  1802)  -  2,000,000 


Ordnance 
Corn  Bounties 
Mifcellaneous  England 
Ditto  Ireland 

Irifh  permanent  Grants 

Amount  of  Joint  Charge* 


6,669,378 


7, *500,000 
787,947 

524>573 

1 ,000,000 

363,339 


16,845,237 


i 
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England’s  separate  charges. 

To  pay  off  Exchequer  Bills  on  aids,  1801  -  2,781,0 00 
Ditto  ditto  on  aids,  1803  (Bank)  ..  1,500,000 

Repayment  to  India  Company  -  1,000,000 

Intereft  on  Exchequer  Bills  and  difcount,  &c.  600,000 

Reduction  of  national  debt  *  -100,000 


Total  Supplies 


5,981,00-: 


22,826,237 


■1  Tvo  feventeenths  of  the  above fum  of  16,845,7.371.  are 

to  be  contributed  by  Ireland  -  -  >9  *>/9 

Add  fer  Ireland  two  feventeenths  of  1,200,401!.  for  civil 
litl  and  other  charges  on  the  confolidated  fund,  not 
Telating  to  the  public  debt  »  »  ■»  14U5223 

On  Account  of  Ireland 

&n  Account  of  England  - 


4,123,015 

20,703,227 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


o  Land  and  Malt 

Surplus  confolidated  fund 
Exchequer  Bills  on  aids,  1804 
Lottery 


Estimate  of  E jfcheq-uer  Bills  out- Handing  cn  the  3 iff 
December,  1802  . 

To  be  funded  »  -  7,000,000 

To  be  paid  off  .  4,281,000 


Prop  ofed  to  be  iffued  on  aids 


2,750,00# 
6,500,000 
1 1,000,000 
500,000 

20,750,000 
14, 1  So,ooo 


1 1, 28 1,000 

2,899,000 
1 1 ,000,000 

13,899,000 


He.  alfo  a  flared  the  houfe  that  Exchequer  Bills  in  the  market, 
iso  financial  operation  would  be  and  meant  at  an  advanced  period 
neceffary  this  year,  beyond  that  of  the  feffion,  to  propofe  to  the 
which  would  be  called  for  by  the  houfe  to  fund  from  fix  to  eight 
neceflity  of  preventing  a  glut  of  millions  of  Exchequer  bills,  if  it 

could 
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could  be  done  on  advantageous 
terms ;  if  Rot,  then  recourfe  muft 
be  had  to  a  loan  to  that  amount. 
The  minifter  then  detailed  the 
growing  profperity  of  the  country, 
(hewing  vvith  great  minutenefs 
whence  it  arofe,  and  how  it  might 
be  expe&ed  to  increafe,  and  made 
a  clear  and  fatisfa&ory  ftatement 
of  the  progrefs  of  the  revenue, 
commerce,  and  (hipping,  and  of 
the  operation  of  the  linking  fund. 
He  (poke  with  exultation  of  the 
advancing  profperity  of  Ireland, 
which  there 'was  the  moil  folid 
and  fubftantial  reafon  to  believe 
had  grown  out  of  the  great  meafure 
of  incorporating  the  two  countries, 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Addington,  in  conclufion, 
faid,  I  am  unwilling  to  trefpafs 
farther  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
Houfe,  by  entering  into  a  detail 
of  the  caufes  that  have  led  to  this 
flourifhing  condition.  I  fhall  only 
fay  generally,  that  it  is  to  be  afcri- 
bed  to  the  wifdom  that  lately  prefided 
over  our  financial  department,  to 
the  fortitude  or  this  Houfe,  and  to 
the  good  fenfe  of  the  people. 

T  t  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a 
difcufiion  on  the  (late  of  the 
nation  arofe,  when  the  bill 
for  laying  a  duty  on  malt  was 
brought  up.  The  meafures  of 
government  were  attacked  by 
Earl  Spencer,  Lord  Grenville,  and 
a  few  other  peers,  and  defended 
by  Lords  Pelham  and  Hobart,  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  but  the  dif- 
cuffion  prefented  no  novelty,  nor 

k  any  peculiar  intereft.  When 
'  the  Bill  was  in  a  Committee, 
Lord  Spencer  renewed  his  attack, 
but  without  effect,  and  he  and  four 
other  peers  entered  their  proteft 
cm  the  Journals. 


Some  petitions  which  were  , 
prefented  againft  a  Bill  for  ^ 
impofing  a  duty  on  (hipping 
according  to  the  tonnage,  afforded 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
an  opportunity  of  repelling  an 
objection  to  the  peace,  that  it 
caufed  a  decreafe  in  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  Britifh,  and  an  increafe 
in  that  of  foreign  (hipping.  As 
the  obfervation  had  been  applied 
particularly  to  Liverpool,  he  laid 
before  the  Houfe  the  following 
information  refpefting  the  ftate  of 
both  Britifh  and  foreign  fhips  at 
that  port  from  the  iothof  Oftober 

1801,  to  the  10th  of  October 

1802.  1 


Britifh  (hips  entered  inwards, 
i8cn  1,331 

Ditto,  in  1  802  1,7 83 


Total  increafe  432 

Foreign  (hips  entefed  inwards, 
in  1801  64J 

Ditto,  in  1802  425 


Total  decreafe  216 

Britifh  fhips  clearing  outwards 
for  1801  1,694 

Ditto,  for  1802  2,062 


Total  increafe  368 

# 

Foreign  (hips  clearing  out  in 
1801  305 

Ditto,  in  1802  461 


Tot  af  decreafe  244 

But,  if  the  increafed  tonnage  of 
thefe  (hips,  and  the  increafed 
number  of  r-nen  employed  in  them, 
t  3  were 
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were  confidered,  the  refult  would 
be  found  ftill  more  fatisfadfory. 

For  1801,  the  amount  of  the 

Tonnage  was  22,696 

Ditto,  for  1802  25,527 

It  was  with  equal  fatisfafhon 
he  had  learned  that  a  proportional 
increafe  of  Eritifh  (hips  and  de- 
creafe  of  foreign  ones,  was  obfer- 
vabie  in  the  ports  of  Briftol,  Hull, 
and  Glafgow.  If  the  proportion 
of  the  increafe  of  feamen  could 
be  gathered  from  the  port  of 
London  only,  the  number  would 
amount  to  upwards  of  20,000  ;  but 
he  would  only  take  it  at  half  that 
number,  upon  the  joint  increafe 
in  the  ports  of  Liverpool,  London, 


Hull  and  Glafgow,  which  mull  be 
allowed  to  be  very  confiderable. 
It  was  by  no  means  his  intention 
that  any  general  conclufion  fhould 
be  drawn  from  thofe  partial  ac¬ 
counts;  his  with  was,  that  after 
due  information,  the  whole  cafe 
fhould  be  fairly  gone  into,  and 
maturely  di feuded ;  which  could 
not  be  done  before  the  recefs. 

The  Houfe  having  fate 
fomedays  beyond  Chriilmas, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
propofed  an  adjournment  to  the 
3d  of  February,  which  after  a 
flight  oppofition  from  Mr.  Elliot 
and  Mr.  Windham  was  voted  ;  and 
the  Hoafe  of  Lords  adjourned  to 
the  fame  dav. 

4 


CHAP.  V. 

v  t  ’ 

Difficult  Jltuation  of  minifies  in  the  late  debates.  Prog-refs  of  events  to  the  end 
cf  the  recefs.  Cafe  of  Captain  D’  Auvergne.  CeJJion  "of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Difpute  ref  petting  the  ref  oration  of  Goree.  Decrees  cgainjl 
Britijh  commerce  enforced ,  in  Switzerland ,  Holland ,  Piedmont  and  Spain. 
The  Frenth  fend  fquadrons  to  India ,  and  Saint  Domingo  ;  their  preparations 
to  take  pof'effion  of  LGuifana ;  defeription  of  that  province.  Armament 
equipped  at  Helvoetfuys.  Alarm  of  the  United  States  of  A  meric f.  Pro¬ 
clamation  of  the  Spanijb  government .  Meffiage  of  Mr.  Jeff  erf  on  to  Con - 
grefs;  Louifana  ceded  to  the  American  government  ;  terms  of  the  ccjfion. 
Further  proceedings  with  refpett  to  Switzerland  \  the  deputies  admitted  to 
an  interview  with  the  firfi  Conful ;  he  diretts  them  to  form  a  federal  govern¬ 
ment ;  but  prohibits  all  connexion  with  England;  Proclamation  of  general 
Ney  ;  the  new  Confutation  fettled,  and  put  in  force.  Indemnities  in  Germany 
completed .  Further  proceedings  of  France  hofile  to  England.  Miflon 

of  perjons  called  commercial  agents.  Mifjion  of  Sehafiiani  to  the  Levant  and 
Egypt;  his  proceedings  at  Tripoli;  in  Egypt ;  and  at  Xante;  his  report  to 
his  government.  The  Englifh  mediate  for  the  Beys  ;  and  evacuate  Egypt. 
General  Prune  fent  ambaffiador  to  Confantinople ;  Lord  Elgin  returns  to 
England;  and  is  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Drummond.  Affairs  of  England. 
Trial  of  Defpard  and  his  affiociates  for  High  Treafon  ;  their  execution.  Trial 
of  Peltier  for  a  libel  en  Bonaparte  ;  he  is  found  guilty ,  This  event  gives 
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no  fafisfaSlion  to  France.  Numerous  libels  on  England publijhed  in  France  ; 
Sebaftiani’ s  report  publijhed.  Vienjj  of  the  Jlate  of  the  French  republic 
publijhed f  wherein  it  is  declared  that  England  alone ,  cannot  contend  againjt 
France. 


l\  LTHOUGH  the  miniftry  in 
-FN  thefe  debates  expreffed  their 
hope  of  being  able  to  prefer ve  to 
the  country  the  bleffmgs  of  peace, 
yet  the  nature,  of  the  eftablifh- 
ments  they  required,  the  avowal 
that  they  might  be  only  for  tem¬ 
porary  purpofes,  and  many  expref- 
fions  which  were  ufed  in  the  courfe 
of  the  feveral  difeufftons,  proved 
that  they  were  not  without  fears 
that  their  efforts  might  be  unfucceff- 
ful.  ,  In  defending  themfelves 
againft  the  attacks  to  which  they 
were  expofed,  the  miniftry  evident¬ 
ly  laboured  under  confiderabi£ 
difadvantages.  Their  opponents 
or  cenfors  could  affume  every 
fpecies  of  fuppofition,  without 
being  obliged  to  prove  any  affer- 
tion,  while  the  government  could 
not  be  vindicated  by  mere  fuppofi- 
tions,  and  was  yet,  by  the  delicate 
circumftances  of  a  pending  nego¬ 
tiation,  refrained  from  difclofmg 
thofe  faffs  which  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  the  propriety  of  their  con- 
duff  fully  apparent.  They  were 
affailed  on  oppofite  fides,  by  one 
party  which  attributed  to  them 
too  great  a  degree  of  quiefeence 
and  pufillanimity  to  fupport  or 
avenge,  under  any  circumftances, 
the  honour  of  the  nation  ;  and  by 
another  which  expreffed  ft  rang 
apprehenfions,  left  unfounded  fur. 
mifes  or  hafty  ebullitions  of  paflicn 
fhould  impel  them  needlefsly  to 
forego  the  hopes  of  perfect  amity, 
and  plunge  the  country  in  war. 
That  thefe  oppofing  parties  hated 
and  feared  each  ether  more  than 


the  miniftry,  was  a  temporary  but 
infecure  advantage.  The  recollec¬ 
tion  of  the  paft  was  the  eaufe  of 
their  antipathy,  but  the  calls  of 
ambition  or  the  machinations  of 
intrigue  might  eafily  make  them 
renounce  thofe  fentiments,  and,  for 
whatever  purpofes  they  might 
unite,  their  hoftility  would  be  the 
more  dangerous,  as  they  might 
fpecioufly  allege  that  they  had 
not  embarraffed  the  meafures,  or 
in  the  common  phrafe,  clogged 
the  wheels  of  government,  by  cap¬ 
tious  refiftance  to  any  propofed 
plan,  but  had  only  carried 
their  oppofition  to  the  extent  oi 
inquiry  and  inveftigation.  To 
many  perplexing  and  dangerous 
queftions  refpefting  France,  Ruffia, 
and  other  countries,  the  mmifters 
were  obliged  to  refufe  anfwers, 
or  to  give  only  fuch  as  would  repel 
the  imputations  of  blame,  .without 
affording  information  which  it  was 
their  duty  to  withhold,  or  fane- 
tioning  conieffures  which  it  was 
their  intereft  to  refute.  Yet  the 
public  feemed  fully  fenfible  of  the 
critical  pofition  of  the  miniflers, 
and,  with  all  the  eagernefs 
for  information  which  is  charac- 
teriftic  of  a  free  government,  was 
well  fatisfied  with  difclofures 
which  were  evidently  as  large  as 
prudence  would  warrant. 

It  was  perhaps  hoped,  that  during 
the  long  recefs  at  Chriftmas,  lorne 
affairs  which  were  under  difeuftion 
between  the  governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  would  have 
been  brought  to  fuch  a  ftate  as 
[Ill]  4  would 
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would  enable  minifters  to  meet 
the  legiflature  with  a  definitive 
and  fatisfaftory  ftatement ;  but 
as  this  expectation,  if  formed,  was 
difappoirvted,  it  will  at  this  period 
only  be  neceffary  to  notice  feme 
detached  events  affecting  the  in- 
terefts,  or  demonftrafing  the  views 
of  the  two  countries. 

Among  the  fubjeCts  of  inquiry 
which  Lord  Grenville  and  his 
friends  in  both  houfes  had  prefled 
with  peculiar  force  and  eagernefs, 
was  that  cf  Captain  D’Auvergne, 
formerly  due  de  Bouillon,  who,  in 
confequence  of  the  events  in  his 
own  cguntry,  had  been  naturalized 
in  this,  and  had  received  a  commif- 
&on  under  the  Britifn  crown.  This 
nobleman,  after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty,  had  repaired 
to  Paris  to  fuperintend  fome  pro¬ 
ceedings  relative  to  the  ,  eftates 
belonging  to  his  family.  He  be¬ 
came  the  object  of  fufpicion  and 
diftruft  to  the  government,  al¬ 
though,  according  to  the  narrative 
publifhed  by  his  own  authority, 
his  manner  of  living  was  not  cal¬ 
culated  to  juftify  thole  fentiments. 
The  only  offences  recorded  againft 
him  are,  his  omiffion  to  be  prefent- 
ed  to  Bonaparte  at  the  Thuilleries, 
a  ceremony  which  he  refolutely 
declined,  and  his  having  appeared 
publicly,  and  in  uniform,  at  one 
of  the  reviews  which  Bonaparte 
made  three  times  in  every  month 
of  his  troops ;  an  exhibition  which, 
according  to  his  ftatement,  he  at¬ 
tended  merely  through  curiofity. 
On  the  ft  bowing  day,  before  he 
was  up,  bis  room  was  filled  with 
officers  of  the  police,  who,  after  a 
very  minute  examination  of  his 
papers,  conveyed  him,  a  prifoner, 
10  the  general  office  of  police. 
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He  was  fubjedled  to  an  interro¬ 
gatory,  but  could  obtain  no.  ac¬ 
count  of  any  crime  iaid  to  his 
charge,  except  that  the  minifter, 
Fouche,  had  prejudices  againft 
him,  on  account  of  his  fervices 
during  the  late  war,  and  he  was 
urged  to  avow  that  he  was  employ¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  to  excite  infurreftion  in  the 
-weftern  provinces.  Difdaining  to 
give  the  falfe  and  infamous  anfw*er$ 
expefifed  by  thofe  who  made  thefe 
inquiries,  he  was  imprifoned  in 
the  Temple,  amid  cireumftances 
of  great  indignity  ;  his  fecretary 
was  lodged  in  the  fame  place  of 
confinement,  and  it  was  not  until 
thefixthday  of  his  detention,  that 
he  was  releafed,  with  orders  im¬ 
mediately  to  quit  the  country. 
Minifters  were  accufed  of  pufilla- 
nimity  in  having  permitted  this 
infuk  on  one  who  was  now  a  fuh_ 
jeci  of  the  King,  without  demand¬ 
ing  fatisfafition  :  but  thev  declared 
in  their  defence  that  on  Captain 
D'Auvergne's  detention  being 
known,  application  was  made  to 
the  French  government,  and  his 
immediate  releafe  was  the  confe¬ 
quence  ;  and  it  does  appear  that  a 
remonftrance  was  lent  to  the 
French  minifter,  and  that  after 
fome  time  fpent  in  evafions,  but 
nothing  like  a  conteft,  the  prifon- 
er  was  difeharged. 

But  although  many  fubjedfs  of 
diffatisfaHion  fubfifted,  the  Englifh 
government  perlifted  in  fulfilling 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  in  every 
particular,  except  the  furrender 
of  Malta,  a  meafure  which  was 
impeded  by  events  which  produced 
much  altercation,  and  will  be 
noticed  in  the  fequel.  Theceffion 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was 

accompanied 
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accompanied  with  an  explanatory 
con  veal  ion,  between  the  Britifh 
and  Dutch  governors,  calculated 
to  prevent  mifunderftandings,  and 
to  enable  each  party  to  exercife, 
without  injury  or  interruption, 
the  authority  confided  to  him. 
About  the  evacuation  of  G-oree,  a 
contentious  correfpondence  took 

V 

place  between  General  Frazer, 
the  Britifh  commander,  and  Blan- 
chot,  the  French  commandant  and 
admimFrator  general  of  Senegal. 
The  Frenchman  prefifed  for  immedi¬ 
ate  pofifeffion  of  the  place,  which 
General  Frazer  pleaded  his  inabili¬ 
ty  to  give  until  the  arrival  of  a 
(hip  from  England  to  convey  the 
garrifon,  artillery  and  other  things 
in  his  charge  to  Europe.  Blanchot 
offered  to  accommodate  him  with 
French  vefifels  to  tranfport  them  to 
Sierra  Leone,  but  the  Britifh 
general  refufed  this  offer,  alleging 
that  he  could  not  confent  to  an 
expedient  fo  degrading  as  that  of 
quitting  his  government  under 
the  flag  of  any  nation  but  his  own, 
and  he  was  fortified  in  this  deter¬ 
mination  by  Commodore  Hallowed, 
who  arriving  a  few  days  afterward 
in  the  Argo,  informed, him  that  a 
part  of  the  Fores  and  provifions 
fwhich  colonel  Frazer  meant  to 
have  taken  to  Sierra  Leone  were 
intended  to  be  ufed  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  fervice  ;  in  confequence  it  be¬ 
came  neceffary  to  await  the  arri¬ 
val  of  a  veflfel  difpatched  from 
England  with  particular  orders 
refpeCting  thofe  Fores,  before  it 
would  be  poffible  for  the  Britifh 
to  evacuate  Goree.  Blanchot  fent 
home  an  angry  account  of  the 
tranfaCtion,  but  it  was  attended 
with  no  confequences. 

The  decrees  of  France  againfl 


the  commerce  of  England  were  not 
only  rigoroufly  enforced  in  France, 
but  extended  to  every  other  coun¬ 
try  where  her  influence  prevailed. 
Thus,  in  Switzerland,  gene-  * 
ral  Ney  complained  to  the 
executive  council  that  goods  c  •>* 
of  Engiifh  manufacture  were  fold 
in  places  near  the  FrenclPfrontier  ; 
and  he  pointed  out  the  depot,  and 
demanded  the  adoption  of  rigorous 
meafures  for  preventing  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  fuch  traffic,  a  demand 
which  the  fubjugated  government 
could  not,  and  durft  not  difobey. 
In  Flolland,  under  the  forms  p  , 
of  legiflative  difcuffion,  the  e 
fame  fubmifiion  to  the  views  of 
France  was  difplayed,  and  while 
the  commercii!  part  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  indeed  the  whole  people, 
moil  anxioufly  defired  the  renevvafl 
of  the  wonted  intercourfe  with 
England,  a  decree  was  palled  rigor¬ 
oufly  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  woollens  of  Engiifh  manufacture. 
Piedruont,  as  a  member  of  the 
French  Republic,  was  prevented 
from  exporting  raw-filk  direCUy 
to  England,  and  meafures  were  in 
agitation  for  preventing  the  fupply 
of  wool  from  Spain. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
government  was  diligent  in  fecuring 
its  colonial  pofi'effions  in  all  quar¬ 
ters.  A  fquadron  was  fitted  out 
at  Dunkirk  for  India,  well  fupplied 
with  artillery,  and  carrying  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops.  Saint 
Domingo  having  again  become 
a  fcene  of  war  and  daughter,  a 
Frong  reinforcement  was  fent  to 
that  ifland,  and  it  was  generally, 
though  without  the  leaF  foundati¬ 
on,  believed,  that  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  had  confented  to  employ 
a  portion  of  the  naval  force  in  affiF- 
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Eng  the  ftrft  Conful  to  reduce  that 
colony  to  fubjedlion. 

Preparations  of  greater  extent 
and  importance  were  made  in  the 
ports  of  Holland  to  equip  a  fqua- 
drofl,  for  the  ofhfnfible  purpofe  of 
enabling  the  French  to  take  pof- 
feffiion  of  Louifiana,  ceded  to  them 
by  Spain.  This  country  undefined 
in  its  extent,  is  fituated  between 
the  river  Mifftfiippi,  and  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  New  Mexico,  Its  pre- 
cife  boundaries  to  the  weft  of 
the  Miftiftippi,  though  very  ex- 
ten  five,  are  involved  in  obfcuritv  ; 
and  data  are  equally  wanting  to 
affign  with  precifion  its  northern 
extent.  From  the  fource  of  the 
Miftiftippi,  it  is  bounded eaftwardly 
by  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  that 
fiver  to  the  3  ift  degree  of  latitude : 
thence  It  is  afferted,  that  according 
to  its  limits,  when  formerly  pof- 
feffied  by  France,  it  ftretches  to  the 
eaft,  as  far,  at  leaft,  as  the  river 
Perdigo,  which  runs  into  the  bay 
of  Mexico,  eaft  ward  of  the  river 
Mobile.  Louifiana,  including  the 
Mobile  fettlements,  was  difeovered 
and  peopled  by  the  French,  wliofe 
monarchs  made  feveral  grants  of 
its  trade.  By  a  fecret  convention 
on  the  3d  November,  1762,  the 
French  Government  ceded  io  much 
of  the  province  as  lies  beyond  the 
Miftiftippi,  as  well  as  the  iftand  of 
New  Orleans,  to  Spain;  and  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  which  followed 
in  1763,  the  whole  territory  of 
France  and  Spain  eaft  ward  of  the 
middle  of  the  Miftiffippi  to  the 
Iberville,  through  the  middle  of 
that  river,  and  the  lakes  Maurepas 
and  Ponchartrain  to  the  fea,  was 
ceded  to  Great  Britain.  Spain  hav¬ 
ing  conquered  the  F.loridas  from 
Great  Britain  during  the  American 


war,  they  were  confirmed  to  her  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783.  By 
the  treaty  of  Saint  Iidefonfo,  of 
the  ift  of  Ovftober  1800,  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty  promifed  and  en¬ 
gaged  to  cede  back  to  the  French 
Republic,  the  colony  or  province  of 
Louifiana,  with  the  fame  extent 
that  it  actually  had  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,  that  it  had  when  France 
poifeffed  it,  and  fuch  as  it  ought  to 
be  after  the  treaties  fubfequently 
entered  into  between  Spam  and 
other  ftates.  This  treaty  was 
confirmed  and  enforced  by  that  of 
Madrid,  of  the  21ft  of  March, 
1801.  Of  this  province  the  ad¬ 
vantages  were  not  fully  known,  but 
report  fpoke  of  them  very  highly  ; 
and  by  the  parliamentary  pro¬ 
ceedings  recorded  in  the  preceding 
volume  of  this  work,  it  will  appear, 
that  the  importance  of  the  acqui- 
fition  to  France  had  riot  efcaped 
the  attention  of  fome  members  of 
the  Britifn  fenate. 

France  now  appeared  ferioufly 
intent  on  turning  this  territory  to 
the  utmoft  advantage.  An  ar¬ 
mament  was  equipped  at  Helvoet- 
fluys,  confuting  of  three  (hips  of 
the  line,  and  tranfports  fufficient 
for  the  conveyance  of  60, coo  men, 
and  another  was  preparing  at 
Rochefort.  The  command  of  the 
forces  was  affiigned  to  General 
Vidor,  and  General  Casfar  Ber- 
thier  was  appointed  to  be  chief  of 
the  ftaff  under  him.  A  corps  of 
190  guides  was  feleded  from  the 
dragoons  of  Breda,  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  Carnoviile,  nephew  of 
Semonville  the  French  embaffador, 
and  provifion  was  made  for  the 
carriage  of  a  conftderable  number 
of  women  anTchHdren. 

This  transfer  of  property  which 
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fubftituted  as  their  neighbour  the 
adive,  ente.rpriftng,  and  impetuous 
Frenchman,  for  the  indolent,  ho- 
neft,  and  tranquil  Spaniard,  was 
not  furveyed  with  indifference  by 
the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  their  alarm  was  render¬ 
ed  the  more  adive  when  the  Spa- 
uiards,  iffued  a  decree  by 
which  American  citizens 
g  ‘  were  forbidden  to  depofit 
their  merchandizes  and  ef¬ 
fects  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
without  an  equivalent  eftablifh- 
ment  having  been  afligqed  to  the 
United  States,  on  another  part  of 
the  banks  of  the  Mifljffippi.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon,  prefidentof  theCongrefs,  no¬ 
ted  for  his  affedion  to  France  and 
her  caufe,  mentioned  the  event  in 
a  meffage  to  that  body  in  very 
flight  terms.  He  faid,  “  The 
celfion  of  the  Spanifh  province  of 
Louifiana  to  France,  which  took 
place  in  the  cSurfe  of  the,  late  war, 
will,  if  carried  into  efFedd,  make  a 
change  in  the  afped  of  our  foreign 
relations,  which  will  doubtlefs 
have  juft  weight  in  any  delibera¬ 
tions  of  the  legiftature  connected 
with  that  fubjed.35  The  people 
were  however  much  alarmed,  and 
the  government  was  obliged  to  re- 
monftrate  with  Spain  on  her  late 
decrees  as  repugnant  to  treaties. 
Meanwhile  the  French  expedition 
to  America  did  not  fail ;  during 
fome  portion  of  the  winter  it  was 
detained  by  the  weather  ;  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  afterward  commen¬ 
ced  between  the  government  of 
France  and  that  of  the  United 
States  ;  the  troops  were  embarked, 
difembarked,  and  re-imbarked  in 
the  courfe  of  a  fhort  period  ;  but  at 
length  it  was  difclofed  that  a  trea¬ 
ty  was  concluded,  by  which  France 
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ceded  the  territory  in 
queftion  in  full  fove- 
reignty  to  America;  referving  to 
herfelf  and  Spain,  exclufively  of  ail 
other  countries,  a  privilege  of  free 
admiftion,  during  twelve  years, 
for  fhips  laden  with  their  produce, 
and  coming  diredly  irom  their 
ports,  to  New  Orleans  and  all  other 
legal  ports  of  entry  within  the  ced¬ 
ed  territory.  The  con fi deration 
avowedly  paid  by  America  for 
this  important  acquifttion,  was 
fixty  millions  of  French  iivres,  out 
of  which  France  was  to  pay  all 
monies  due  to  American  citizens. 

While  France  was  conduding 
thefe  tranfadions  with  relation  to 
diftant  claims,  her  adivity  and  in¬ 
fluence  were  unceafingly  exercifed 
in  all  parts  of  Europe.  The  de¬ 
ft  rud  ion  of  all  veftiges  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Swifs  conftitution  was  foon 
completed.  A  deputation  , 
from  the  new  Republic  of 
the  Valais  did  homage  to  ^  g  ^ 
Bonaparte,  and  prefented 
him  with  a  decree  of  their  diet, 
proclaiming  him  in  the  name  of  the 
people,  reftorer  of  the  independent  e 
and  of  the  republic  of  the  Valais. 
About  the  fame  time  the  Swifs 
deputies,  having  arrived  in  Paris, 
were  fummoned  to  meet  at  the 
office  of  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  where  a  letter  from  the 
Firft  Conful  was  communicated  to 
them,  requiring  them  to  facrifice 
what  were  termed  fadious  and 
felfifli  paffions ;  and  to  co-operate 
with  Bonaparte  in  the  performance 
of  his  promife  to  reftore  tranquil¬ 
lity  to  Switzerland.  They  were 
direded  to  give  to  their  country  a 
federative  conftitution,  for  which 
it  was  formed  by  the  very  hand  of 
Nature  :  but  they  were  alfo  admo- 
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niChed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
French  government  to  take  care 
that  there  fhouid  not  be  formed  on 
that  open  frontier  of  the  French 
Republic  a  fyftem  hoftife  to  it.  A 
government  muft  be  efiablifhed  in 
Helvetia,  fucn  as,  in  its  fpirit, 
might  be  always  friendly  to 
France.  Thefe  fentiments  were 
further  enforced  at  an  interview,  to 
which  a  portion  of  the  deputies 
were  admitted  by  Bonaparte,  and 
at  which  he  told  them  that  Swit¬ 
zerland  ought  to  be  independent 
with  refpebt  to  her  internal  affairs, 
but  not  in  her  relation  to  France ; 
and  added,  with  peculiar  emphafis, 
that  the  Swifs  muft  enter  into  no 
treaty  with  England. 

Under  fitch  inftrutftions,  a  con- 
ftitution  was  not  likely  to  be  form¬ 
ed  in  a  manner  fatisfadfory  to  a 
people  not  yet  taught  to  forego 
all  ideas  of  freedom  and  indepen¬ 
dence  ;  nor  were  the  inhabitants 
of  Switzerland  reconciled  to  the 
perpetual  domination-  of  their 
French  oppreffors.  Although  un¬ 
organized,  in  a  military  fenfe, 
their  refinance  was  carried  to  an 
extent  fufficient  to  call  forth  from 
General  Ney  a  remonflrating 
and  threatening  proclamation. 

,  He  complained  that  a  num- 
-j? ,  ber  of  foreign  vagabonds 
infefted  the  high  -roads, 
committing  murder,  robbery,  and 
every  fpecies  of  crime,  while  the 
indifference  of  government  mul¬ 
tiplied  and  emboldened  malefac¬ 
tors.  “  The  political  opinions  of 
the  mafs  of  the  people,55  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  i(  are  influenced  by  men 
who  have  openly  attacked  the 
lawful  authority,  in  fpite  of  the 
declared  intention  of  the  Firff 
Gon&il  to  caufe  to  be  refpeded  the 


provifions  of  the  larvs  and  the  mea~ 
fares  that  might  be  the  refult  of 
them  till  after  the  cantonal  ar¬ 
rangement  and  the  eftablifhnaent  of 
the  new  order  of  things.  The 
interior  police  of  the  Cantons  is 
fo  ill  conducted,  that  no  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  culpable  proceedings 
of  the  enemies  of  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity  comes  before  the  tribunals, 
to  enable  them  to  difplay  feverity 
againft  the  numerous  offences  and 
enormities  which  are  the  confe- 
quence  of  them.  Emiffaries  of 
England,  officers  in  her  pay,  and 
the  old  penfioners  of  that  power, 
enlift,  under  the  eye  of  the  Civil 
authorities,  without  their  giving 
any  obftru&ion  whatever  to  it. 
Numbers  of  men  receive  pay  in 
money,  to  fecond,  on  the  fir  ft  fig- 
na],  their  audacious  enterprizes, 
in  cafe  the  new  order  of  things 
fhouid  not  be  agreeable  to  them. 
The  agents  of  the  fecret  police  are 
in  fome  fort  dependent  upon  them, 
beeaufe  they  receive  large  gratifi¬ 
cations.  A  counter  police,  ikilful- 
ly  directed,  exifts  in  every  part  of 
Helvetia,  and  all  the  fecrets  of 
government  come  to  their  know¬ 
ledge.  The  Mediator  of  Hel¬ 
vetia,  (Bonaparte)  is  treated  with 
very  little  ceremony  in  the  libels 
and  pamphlets  which  circulate 
among  the  people.  The  French, 
foldier  is  confidered  as  the  enemy 
of  Helvetic  liberty  ;  and  many  of 
them  have  accordingly  fallen  the 
victims  of  the  refentment  and  ani- 
mofity  dirc&ed  againft  them.55 
In  conclufion,  he  required  the  vi¬ 
gorous  efforts  of  the  executive 
council  to  reprefs  thefe  troubles 
and  diforders. 

In  the  mean  time  the 
government  of  Swit-  L 
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zerland  recen  e  1  from  the  hands  of 
Bonaparte  its  definitive  formation. 
The  Swifs  deputies  in  Paris  were 
again  called  to  an  audience,  at 
which  were  prefent  all  the  Confuls, 
and  various  officers  of  the  date 
and  the  army,  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  aft  of  mediation  proffered  to, 
or  rather  forced  upon  them,  by  the 
Firff  Conful.  As  this  infulting 
farrago  may  be  feen  at  length  in 
another  part  of  this  Volume  *,  it 
is  unneceffary  here  to  dilate  on 
its  contents.  D’Affry  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Landamann  of  Switzer¬ 
land  for  a  year ;  the  central  go¬ 
vernment  was  to  be  diffolved  on 
the  10th  of  March,  and  the  Helve¬ 
tic  troops  then  in  pay,  but  who 
fhould  not  be  employed  by  the  i  ft 
of  May  were  to  be  taken  into  the 
fervice  of  France.  The  donation 
of  this  form  of  government  was 
hailed  by  the  fiavifii  deputies  as  a 
mark  of  extreme  benevolence,  and 
condefcenfion,  intitling  Bonaparte 
to  the  eternal  gratitude  of  the 
Cantons  ;  the  fenate  and  executive 
council  were  diffolved  according 
to  its  ftipulations,  and  D’Affry 
was  not  afhamed,  in  a  proclamation 
iffued  on  the  occafion,  to  fay 
“  Providence,  the  only  fupport  of 
juft  and  virtuous  government, 
fieems  to  have  chofen,  at  this  pe¬ 
riod,  to  terminate  the  ills  affiifting 
our  country,  and  to  promife  us  fe¬ 
licity  for  the  time  to  come.”  Some 
of  the  firft  fruits  of  this  bleffing 
were  the  ini  i  ft  men  t  of  the  armed 
youth  of  Switzerland  into  the  ar¬ 
my  of  their  oppreffor  ;  the  miffion 
of  French  engineers  to  make  maps 
and  furveys  of  the  country,  now 
differing  in  name  only  from  a  pro¬ 
vince  of  France  ;  and  the  emigra- 
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tion  of  numerous  families  of  honour 
and  diftinftion  who  could  not  en¬ 
dure  to  witnefs  thofe  ills  which 
they  could  not  hope  to  relieve. 

This  may  be  confidered  as  the 
termination  of  the  attack  On  Swit¬ 
zerland  commenced  by  the- Execu¬ 
tive  Direftory  of  France ;  that 
tranfaftion  exquifitely  deferibed  by 
a  Britifh  advocate,  as  te  an  unpa¬ 
ralleled  feene  of  guilt  and  enor¬ 
mity  ;  an  unprovoked  aggreffiont 
againft  an  innocent  country,  which 
had  been  the  fanftuary  of  peace  and 
liberty  for  three  centuries  ;  refpeft- 
ed  as  a  fort  of  facred  territory  by 
the  fierceft  ambition,  raifed,  like 
its  own  mountains,  beyond  the  re¬ 
gion  of  the  ftorms  which  raged 
around  on  every  fide ;  the  only- 
warlike  people  that  never  fent  forth 
armies  to  difturb  their  neighbours ; 
the  only  government  that  ever  ac¬ 
cumulated  treafures  without  impo- 
fing  taxes  ;  an  innocent  t  ream  re, 
unftained  by  the  tears  of  the  poor, 
the  inviolate  patrimony  of  the 
commonwealth,  which  attefted  the 
1  virtue  of  a  long  furies  of  mag  iff 
trates 

In  Germany,  the  long  -  . 
depending  qlieftion  of  In-  iff 1 
demnities  was  brought  to  "'ec* 
a  conclufion  by  a  Conven-  1  02 * 
tion  between  Auftria,  France %and 
Ruffia.  By  this  compaft,  the 
Duke  of  Modena,  in  addition  to 
the  Brifgaw,  which  was  given  to 
him  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Lunevtlle,  obtained  from 
the  Emperor  the  diftrift  or  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Ortenau  with  its  de¬ 
pendencies.  As  an  indemnity  to 
His  Imperial  Majelly  the  bifhop- 
ricks  of  Trent  and  Brixen  were 
fecnlarized,  but  he  was  to  -pro- 

ntolh’s  Defence  of.Peltier,  Trial,  p.  167. 
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Tide  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
bifhops  and  chapter,  and  the  future 
effiablifhment  of  the  clergy.  To 
complete  the  indemnities  to  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  the  bi- 
fhopric  of  Eichftadt  was  to  be  added 
to  what  had  already  been  afiigned 
to  His  Royal  Highnefs,  with  the 
exception  of  the  diftricts  of  Sandfee, 
Wernfels,  Spalt,  Oberberg,  Horn- 
burg,  and  Warburg,  and  all  the 
dependencies  of  the  Bifhopric  of 
Eichftadt,  contained  in  the  territo¬ 
ries  of  Anfpacn  and  Bayreuth, 
which  were  to  remain  to  the  elec¬ 
tor  of  Bavaria,  and  to  be  recom- 
penfed  to  the  Grand  Duke,  by  a 
fuitable  equivalent  from  the  do¬ 
mains  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  in 
Bohemia,  and  in  cafe  thefe  Ihould 
not  be  fuftkient,  from  his  other 
revenues.  And  in  thefe  territo¬ 
ries,  the  archduke  was  to  ereCt  no 

■'6th  neW  ^ort^cat^ons*  This 

arrangement  was  confirmed 

by  the  Extraordinary  depu¬ 
tation  of  the  Empire.  The  Prince 
of  Orange  furrendere'd  to  his  Son, 
the  hereditary  Prince,  all  the  in¬ 
demnities  allotted  to  him  by  the 
Germanic  empire. 

The  language  held  by  the  Firft 
Conful  in  his  intercourfe  with  Swit¬ 
zerland  was  full  of  afperity  and 
even  infoieoce  toward  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  but  his  in¬ 
tercourfe  with  the  Porte  and  Egypt 
was  ftill  more  offenfive,  and  cir- 
cumftances  connefted  with  it  left 
little  room  to  doubt,  that  views 
moft  dire&iy  hoftile  to  the  honour 
and  fafety  of  Great  Britain  were 
carried  on  under  the  fanCtion  of 
peace. 

It  may  be  fit  to  mention,  that  by 
means  of  an  intercepted  letter  from 
Talleyrand  to  Fauvelet,  the  French 
(commercial  agent  in  Dublin,  mi- 


nifters  had,  before  the  end  of  the 
laft  year,  become  apprized  of  a  new 
fyftem  of  employment  of  fpies,  put 
in  genera]  practice  by  the  French 
government  tending  to  facilitate 
their  future  operations,  if  they 
fhotild  be  at  war  with  any  nation, 
or  covet  its  territories  to  augment 
their  own.  To  this  Fauvelet,  the 
minifter  inclofed  a  feries  of  quefi. 
tions,  with  inftruCtions  to  obtain 
anfwers  to  them  from  all  fources; 
and  merchants  and  clerks  in  the 
cuftom-hpufe  were  particularly 
pointed  out.  The  bufinefs  was 
not  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the 
official  correfpondence,  nor  were 
letters  refpe&ing  it  to  be  number¬ 
ed,  but  merely  headed  Private 
Correfpondence.  Befides  a  great 
variety  of  commercial  queftions, 
many  of  which  were  evidently  of 
no  uie,  to  a  ftate  intending  to  trade 
peaceably  with  another,  but  of 
great  importance  to  one  which  ex¬ 
pected  to  gain  profit  by  invafion, 
or  by  the  impofition  of  a  tribute, 
the  agent  was  directed  to  furnifh  a 
plan  of  the  ports  of  his  diftrid, 
with  a  fpecification  of  the  found¬ 
ings  for  mooring  veffiels  ;  and  if 
no  plan  of  the  ports  could  be  pro¬ 
cured,  to  point  out  with  what 
wind  veffiels  could  come  in  and  go 
out,  and  what  was  the  greateft 
draught  of  water  with  which 
vefftls  could  enter  therein  deeply 
laden. 

in  conformity  with  the  fpirit  of 
the  fyftem  which  produced  thefe 
inftrudlons,  Horace  Sebaftiani, 
chef  de  Brigade  in  a  French  re¬ 
giment  of  dragoons,  was  difpatch- 
ed  as  envoy  to  the  Levant.  On 
the  1 6th  of  September,  he  failed 
from  1  oulon,  on  board  the  Corne- 
lie  frigate,  and  on  the  30th  arri¬ 
ved  at  Tripoli.  The  account  of 
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his  proceedings  is  drawn  chiefly 
from  his  own  report,  publifhed  by 
the  French  government,  and  it 
fhews,  in  the  cleared  view,  the  de¬ 
termination  of  that  country  to  in¬ 
terfere  in  the  affairs  of  every  other ; 
to  acquire  an  unlimited  afeendaney, 
and  by  all  arts  and  frauds,  to  ex¬ 
clude  England  from  all  inter- 
courfe. 

At  Tripoli,  he  affumed  the  me¬ 
diation  of  fome  differences  between 
the  Pacha  and  the  Swedifn.  admi¬ 
ral,  and  was  introduced  at  court 
with  great  pomp,  where  he  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Pacha  a  reludant 
acknowledgment  of  the  Italian 
Republic,  as  an  homage  to  the 
great  Bonaparte.  Sailing  thence 
to  Alexandria,  he  arrived  the  1 6th 
of  October,  and  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  his  proceedings. 
*{  The  fame  day  I  waited  upon 
General  Stuart,  commandant  of  the 
Engiiih  forces  by  Land  and  Sea. 
I  communicated  to  him  the  order 
of  the  Minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
which  enjoined  me  to  proceed  to 
Alexandria,  and  if  the  Englifh  ft  Ill 
occupied  that  place,  to  demand  a 
fpeedy  evacuation,  and  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  Ge¬ 
neral  Stuart  told  me,  that  the 
evacuation  of  the  place  would 
fhortly  be  effedted  ;  but  feeing  that 
I  infilled,  and  that  I  de fired  an  an- 
fvver  lefs  vague,  he  declared  he  had 
no  orders  from  his  court  ro  quit 
Alexandria,  and  that  he  even  be¬ 
lieved  he  fhould  pafs  the  winter 
there.  General  Stuart  is  a  man  of 
mediocre  talents  :  he  has  for  his 
aid-de-camp  a  French  emigrant, 
called  the  Chevalier  de  Sades,  a 
man  of  talent,  and  an  enemy  of 
France,  who  has  much  influence 
over  the  General. ”  In  the  courfe 
.of  his  travels  in  Egypt,  Sebaftiani 


announced  every  where  the  intern* 
tion  of  France  to  fend  commercial 
agents,  and  he  took  /  unlimited 
pains  to  recommend  the  French, 
and  to  decry  the  Englifh.  At 
Cairo  in  particular,  thefe  efforts 
were  more  arduous  and  undiffera- 
bled,  and  Sebaftiani,  however  he 
may  have  given  to  his  report  the 
colouring  which  he  conceived 
would  moil  agreeably  flatter  his 
mailer,  could  not  conceal  that  he 
was  frequently  regarded  with  fuf- 
piclon  and  difguft.  He  had  alib 
an  interview  with  Dgezzer Pacha, 
and  returned,  according  to  the  in¬ 
formation  he  received,  an  exsdl 
account  of  the  military  ftrength* 
Britifh  and  Turkifh,  remaining  in 
Egypt. 

In  December,  this  emiffary  ar* 
rived  at  Zante,  and  as  a  quaran¬ 
tine  prevented  his  landing,  hecaufed 
a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  the  De¬ 
legate,  declaring  how  much  the 
Firft  Conful  w idled  to  fee  a  ter* 
ruination  of  the  inreftine  divisions 
which  afflicted  the  feven  I (lands; 
alluring  him  that  France,  RufTia, 
and  the  Porte,  united  in  the  bonds 
of  the  trueft  friendfhip,  were  occu¬ 
pied  in  endeavours  to  give  them 
a  fit  form  of  government.  Not 
confiding  entirely  to  this  mode  of 
communication,  he  obtained  a  dif- 
penfation  from  the  quarantine,  and 
having  procured  a  meeting  of  the 
three  orders,  at  the  delegate's 
apartments,  he  harangued  them  on 
the  topics  contained  in  his  letter, 
and  reminded  them  that  Bonaparte 
had  been  the  firft  to  break  the 
chains  of  the  Iflanders.  It  was 
befides  formally  announced,  that  the 
Firft  Conful  declared  himfelf  the 
fpecial  protedor  of  the  Catholic 
religion  in  the  republic  of  the 
Seven  I  Hands.  The  effect  of  thefe 

proceedings 
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proceedings  was  to  occasion  a  ve¬ 
hement  popular  ferment ;  at  the 
dole  of  Sebaftiani’s  fpeech,  there 
was  a  general  cry  of  (t  Liberty 
and  equality  for  ever,’"  and  the 
government  felt  a  ftrong  appre- 
henlion  that  the  Illands  would  be  a 
conftant  theatre  of  French  in¬ 
trigue.  What  Sebaftiani  himfelf 
thought  and  intended,  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  his  report  of  the  tran- 
fadtion,  which  he  concludes  with 
thefe  words.  “  I  do  not  ft  ray 
from  the  truth  in  alluring  you,  that 
the  Iflands  of  the  Ionian  Sea  will 
declare  themfelves  French,  as  foon 
as  an  opportunity  fhall  offer/’ 
W7hile  France  was  making  thefe 
efforts  to  create  difturbances  for 
the  purpofe  of  acquiring  power, 
the  ftaiation  of  the  Englilh  in 
Egypt  was  replete  with  difficulty ; 
General  Stuart,  and  the  Earl  of 
Elgin,  embaffador  at  Conftantino- 
pie  were  obliged  to  ailume  the  un¬ 
gracious  talk  of  interceding  with 
the  weak  and  vindictive  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Porte,  in  behalf  of  the 
Beys,  who  were  confidered  as  re¬ 
bels,  and  threatened  with  venge¬ 
ance.  They  finally  fucceeded  in 
oqtaining  from  them  an  amnefty,  . 
with  leave  to  govern  that  part  of 
Upper  Egypt  confifting  of  Sevan 
and  Serine ;  and  as  foon  as 
it  could  be  effected  with 
fafety,  the  Britifh  troops  evacua¬ 
ted  Egypt,  bringing  with  them 
Mahoummed  Elfi  Bey,  as  Embaffa¬ 
dor  extraordinary  from  the  Beys  to 
the  Court  of  London. 

In  the  mean  time,  France  depu¬ 
ted  General  Brune  as  embaffador  to 
Conftantinople,  fending  for  his  ef- 
cort  afhip  of  the  line,  a  frigate  and 
other  veffels.  Every  circum- 
ftance  was  added  which  could  make 
hjs  appearance  magnificent  and 


ftriking,  and  he  had  in  his  trakrthe 
agents  of  Legation  and  commerce 
defigned  by  Bonaparte  for  the 
different  ports  in  the  Levant. 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  p,  , 
Brune,  Lord  Elgin,  the  e 
Britifh  embaffador,  quitted  Con¬ 
ftantinople,  and  was  afterward  fuc¬ 
ceeded  by  Mr.  Drummond. 

The  tranfadions  here  recited 
were  productive  of  important  ef¬ 
fects,  which  it  is  not  yet  time  to 
relate,  but  while  they  were  pro¬ 
ceeding,  the  Britifh  government, 
although  anxioufly  watchful,  and 
properly  urgent  in  diplomatic  re- 
monftrances,  was  alfo  diligently 
occupied  in  the  conduCt  of  domef- 
tic  affairs. 

Among  the  molt  interefting  of 
thefe,  were  the  trials  of  Colonel 
Defpard  and  his  alfociates,  whole 
arreft  was  noticed  in  the  laft  vo¬ 
lume.  A  fpecial  commiftlon  was 
iffued  for  the  trial  of  thefe  offen¬ 
ders.  The  principal  witneftes 
againft  them,  it  is  true,  were  the 
affociates  in  their  crime,  but  their 
teftimony  was  fo  ftrongly  fupported 
by  others,  and  by  circumftances 
which  could  not  be  fabricated, 
that  every  doubt  of  their  treafon 
vanilhed,  and  it  was  rather  fbrpriz- 
ing  that  the  jury,  in  Defpard 's 
cafe,  took  nearly  half  an  hoar  to 
deliberate  before  they  pronounced 
the  verdiCl  guilty.  If  the  evi¬ 
dence  given  could  have  been 
fulfilled  by  mere  general  circurn- 
ftanecs  of  improbability/  Colonel 
Defpard  might  indeed  have  been 
acquitted,  on  the  fame  principle 
that  perfons  committing  fuicide 
are,  by  the  humanity  of  juries, 
frequently  pronounced  to  be  in¬ 
fane.  It  was  difficult  to  conceive 
how  a  man  refpeCiably  born,  edu¬ 
cated  as  a  gentleman,  and  who  had 

ferved 
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ferved  with  courage  and  loyalty  in 
the  American  war,  could  have  de¬ 
graded  himfelf  into  the  affociate 
of  difaffeTed  private  foldiers,  day 
labourers,  and  other  very  mean 
characters ;  could  have  difcufled 
with  them  in  a  common,  obfcure 
public  houfe,  the  moll  dangerous 
defigns  that  treafon  ever  invented, 
and  could  have  formed  with  fuch 
little  and  ineffectual  afliftance  the 
mighty  project  of  killing  the  king 
at  noon-day,  feizing  the  Tower  and 
the  Bank,  fuppreffing  all  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  capital  and 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
effecting  a  total  change  in  the  pro¬ 
perty,  government  and  political 
fyftem  of  the  whole  realm.  He 
was  firft  feduced  from  the  honour 
and  fidelity  of  a  foklier  by  a  foolilh 
love  of  reform,  which  degenerated 
into  a  luft  for  revolution  ;  becom¬ 
ing  an  objedh  of  fulpicion  to  Go¬ 
vernment  in  the  laft  war,  he  was 
confined  in  the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath 
Fields  fbr  fame  years,  and  not- 
withllanding  feveral  efforts  made 
in  his  behalf  by  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett  and  others,  was  not  difcharg- 
ed  till  the  peace ;  this  inflamed 
his  mind,  rendered  him  greedy  of 
vengeance,  and  fo  defperate  and 
unguarded,  as  to  have  declared  his 
immoveable  refolution  rather  to 
kill  the  King  with  his  own  hand 
than  fuffer  him  to  efcape  ;  with  the 
favage  addition,  i(  I  have  weighed 
the  matter  well,  and  my  heart  is 
callous. ”  With  this  unhappy 
man  fix  others  buffered,  all  equally 
guilty;  all  fairly  tried  and  ably 
defended. 

''ill  day  which  wit- 

^  nefied  the  execution  of 
thefe  men  for  a  breach  of 
duty  due  from  the  fubjeft  to  the 
favereign,  came  on  in  the  Court 
Vol.  XLV,  or  You.  III.  New 


of  King’s  Bench,  the  trial  of  a 
French  Royalift,  for  an  offence 
arifing  out  of  his  too  fineere  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  King,  and  a  too 
glowing  hatred  of  his  enemies  and 
murderers,  and  the  ufurpers  of  his 
lawful  authority.  It  has  already 
been  mentioned,  that  the  publication 
of  M.  Peltier,  called  L’Ambigu, 
had  given  offence  to  the  confular 
government,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  profecuted  by  the  attorney 
general.  This  information  was 
tried  at  Weftminifter,  and  after 
a  mofl:  eloquent  defence  by  Mr» 
Mackintosh,  M.  Peltier  was  found 
guiity. 

Akhough  the  principal  motive 
for  this  profecdtion  evidently  was 
to  allay  the  jealoufies  and  ap» 
peafe  the  irritation  felt  by  the 
French  government,  the  example 
made  of  the  offender  was  not  con- 
fonant,  either  in  rapidity  or  feve- 
rity,  to  the  notions  of  the  Firft 
Conful ;  and  inftead  of  exprefling 
the  flighteft  fatisfaftion  on  the 
occafion,  the  official  journal  men¬ 
tioned  the  affair  in  terms  of  lofty 
difdain,  and  almoft  of  difpleafure* 
It  was  well  known,  the  Journalift 
observed,  that  any  foreigner  -in 
England  muft  lay  down  his  pen 
on  -  an  intimation  from  Lord 
Pelham’s  under  fecretaries,  or  be 
fent  out  of  the  kingdom.  Minif- 
ters  were  condemned  for  making 
an  oftentatious  parade  about  a 
circumftance  which  the  Firft  Con¬ 
ful  would  never  have  thought 
worthy  of  his  notice. 

This  invedive  was  in  perfefl 
conformity  with  all  the  publica¬ 
tions  ifiued  of  late  trom  the  French 
prefs,  in  which  Great  Br.tam,  its 
affairs,  government  and  eminent 
men  were  mentioned.  From  the 
time  that  the  King’s  fpeech 
Series.  [£-]  announced 
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announced  to  the  world  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  not  to  fubmit  to  that  repara¬ 
tion  from  the  affairs  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  which  Bonaparte  was  fo  fo¬ 
lic  icons  to  produce,  the  French 
papers  were  filled  with  the  moll 
difgufting  abufe  againft  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  conftitution  of  England, 
thinly  veiled  indeed  under  the 
pretext  of  reviewing  the  conduct 
of  the  late  war,  and  of  cenfuring 
thofe  members  of  parliament  who 
oppofed  the  prefent  miniftry,  but 
always  evidently,  and,  at  laft, 
avowedly,  attacking  and  reviling 
the  conftitution  of  England  in  all 
its  parts,  and  endeavouring  to 
prove  that  no  country  in  Europe 
could,  confiftently  with  its  digni¬ 
ty  and  fafety,  remain  in  alliance 
with  us. 


ift 


At  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  the  Moniteur  con- 


y  '  tained  a  feries  of  obferva 
tions  on  *Ee  debates  in  the  Britilh 
parliament,  in  which  it  was  a  fi¬ 
fe  r  ted  that  Germany  and  Italy 
were  inundated  by  fecret  agents 
under  the  orders  of  Drake,  Wick¬ 
ham,  and  others ;  that  Lords 
Grenville  and  Minto,  and  Mr. 
Windham  perverfely  addided  to 
war,  and  infenfible  to  all  the  fenti- 
ments  of  nature,  had  endeavoured 
to  raife  difturbanees  in  Holland, 
Switzerland,  Germany,  and  Genoa, 
to  effed  a  Revolution  at  Naples, 
and  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of 
the  Pope ;  but  their  plans  were 
detected,  and  their  agents  arrefted. 
Still  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting 
ftorras  on  the  continent,  more  than 
a  hundred  brigands  condemned  to 
death  in  France  for  robbery,  af. 
fafiination  and  burning  houfes, 
found  refuge  in  Jerfey,  whence 
they  embarked  in  fi  filing,  boats, 


landed  in  France,  and  murdered 
helplefs  women,  and  unfortunate 
proprietors  of  eftates.  Was  there 
then  a  mother  in  England,  Ger¬ 
many,  Italy,  or  France,  who  muft 
not  regard  wich  horror,  Grenville, 
Windham,  and  Minto!  After 
much  more  ribaldry  and  many 
more  falfehoods  of  the  fame  kind, 
the  article  concluded  with  an  ob¬ 
ferva  tion,  that  it  would  be  a  wife 
and  patriotic  law  which  ftiould 
prevent  thofe  minifters  who  had 
retired,  from  fitting  during  the  firft 
feven  years  of  their  retirement, 
in  the  parliament  of  England., 
Another  law  not  lefs  wife,  would 
be,  that  every  member  who  infult- 
ed  a  friendly  power,  ftiould  be 
condemned  to  two  years  filence. 
When  the  tongue  offends,  the  ton¬ 
gue  ftiould  be  puniftied.  In  other 
papers,  the  fame  individuals  were 
accufed  of  having  been  acceffary 
to  the  attempt  on  the  life  of  the 
Firft  Conful  by  means  of  the  Machine 
inf e male y  and  of  having  avowed 
in  parliament,  fentirnents  tending 
to  caufe  his  affaffination ;  and  the 
French  papers  which  weredireded, 
and  fuffered  to  exift,  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  alone,  feized  every  op¬ 


portunity  to  renew  and  reinforce 
thefe  atrocious  calumnies. 

b  rom  the  members  in 
oppofition,  the  attack  was 
foon  di reded  againft  the 
government  itfelf.  The  boaftfu! 
and  infolent  report  of  Sebaftiani 
was  publiftied,  in  which,  befides 
the  moft  contumelious  mention  of 


ooth 

Jan. 


the  Britilh  force  and  charader,  and 
the  moft  infulting  falfehoods  re¬ 
ceding  the  Britifh  government; 
it  was  audacioufty  announced,  that 
all  the  people  in  Egypt  were  en- 
thufiaftic  admirers  of  Bonaparte; 
that  6000  French  would  be  fuf- 

ficient 
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&c'ienf  to  conquer  the  country,  and 
that  all  theiflands  in  the  Ionian  fea 
would  declare  themfelves  French 
on  the  firft  opportunity. 

Juft  at  this  time,  Talleyrand 
had  by  command  of  the  Firft  Con- 
ful,  folemnly  demanded  of  Lord 
Whitworth  information  of  the 
King’s  intentions  fefpe&ing  the 
evacuation  of  Malta ;  the  official 
Journal,  in  a  pretended  review  of 
the  minifter’s  ftatements  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  affe&ed  to  prove  that  the 
Britifh  finances  were  in  a  m-oft 
defperate  ftate  of  derangement, 
fuch  as  only  allowed  the  hope  of 
reparation  from  a  long  and  unin¬ 
terrupted  peace  and  good  under- 
{landing  with  our  neigh- 
hours  ;  and  at  length,  un¬ 
der  the  fignature  of  Bona¬ 
parte  himfelf,  appeared  a  view  of 
the  ftate  of  the  republic,  prefented 
to  the  legillative  body  by  order 
of  government,  which,  after  a 
moft  glowing  defcription  of  the 
increaftng  wealth  and  profperity 
of  France  in  every  branch  of  its 
adminiftration,  contained  thefe  ob- 
fervations  refpeifting  England. 
4‘  The  Britifh  forces  are  ftill  in 
Alexandria  and  Malta.  The  go¬ 
vernment  had  a  fair  right  of  com- 
plaint,  but  it  has  received  intel¬ 
ligence  that  the  veftels  which  are 
to  convey  them  to  Europe  are 
already  in  the  Mediterranean. 
The  government  guarantees  to  the 
nation  the  peace  of  the  continent, 


and  it  is  permitted  to  entertain 
a  hope  of  the  continuance  of  mari¬ 
time  peace.  This  peace  is;  the 
want,  as  well  as  the  defire  of  all 
nations.  For  its  prefervation, 
the  government  will  do  every 
thing  compatible  with  national 
honour,  effentially  conne&ed 
with  the  ftricl  execution  of 
treaties.  But  in  England,  two 
parties  maintain  a  conteft  for 
power.  One  of  thofe  parties 
has  concluded  peace,  and  appears 
defi rous  of  maintaining  it.  The 
other  has  taken  an  oath  of  eternal 
hatred  to  France.  Hence  that 
fluift  nation  of  opinion  and  of  coun- 
fels  which  prevails.  Hence  that 
attitude,  at  the  fame  time  pacific 
and  menacing.  While  this  conteft 
of  parties  continues,  meafures  of 
precaution  are  what  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  called  upon  to  adopt, 
five  hundred  thoufand  men  ought 
to  be,  and  fhall  be,  ready  to  under¬ 
take  its  defence,  and  avenge  its 
injuries.  Strange  neceffity  which 
miferable  paffions  impofe  on  two 
nations,  whom  intereft  and  incli¬ 
nation  mutually  prompt  to  the 
cultivation  of  peace.  Whatever 
fucceis  intrigues  may  experience 
in  London,  no  other  people  will 
be  involved  in  new  combinations 
— the  government  fays,  with  con- 
fcious  pride,  that  England  alone 
cannot  maintain  a  ftruggle  againft 
France.” 


CHAP.  VI. 

Proceedings  in  Parliament  after  the  Reefs.  Add  refs  to  the  King  on  his  rfcape 

from  the  Plot  of  Defpard .  Bank-reftri&ion  continued;  debase  on  the  fubjefl , 

Statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  oppoftion  to  the  meafure  • 
defence  of  it  ;  further  debates  on  the  Bill  in  its  different  ft  ages ;  oppoftion  to 
it  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  obfervations  of  Earl  Moira,  Lord  Kin?  and  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk  j  anfwer  of  miniffrs  and  their  fiends .  Meffage  from  his 
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ma-jefy  refpeBing  the  affairs,  of  the  Prince  of  IV ales  •  debate  on  the  f rib j  eft  in 
a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  motion  to  grant  to  his  royal  highnefs , 
fixty  thouf and  pounds  per  annum  for  three  years  ;  his  royal  highnefs  renounces 
all  claims  for  arrears  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall ;  Meffage  from  the  Prince  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons;  Mr.  Cal  craft's  motion  on  the  fubjedl  ;  debate  ;  the 
motion  negatived ;  a  bill  pajfs  according  it*  the  original  propoftion . 


i  -»->  i  13  01 H  Houfesof  Par. 
22dlleb.  |  %  ^  , 

JLJ  Lament  concurred. 

in  an  unanimous  acidrefs  to  the 
King,  offering  their  mo  ft  heartfelt 
congratulations  on  the  deteftion 
and  fruftration  of  one  of  the  molt 
ae  tellable  plots  that  the  wicked, 
nefs  of  mifguidcd  indiv ideals  could 
confpire  to  imagine  ;  a  confpiracy 
that,  whilft  it  afforded  additional 
proofs  of  the  mifehief  of  thofe  de- 
teftable  principles,  was  equally 
deitruflive  of  all  practical,  moral, 
civil,  and  religious  liberty ;  and 
declaring  their  determination  to 
fupport  with  their  lives,  and  all 
that  was  dear  to  them,  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  conftifution,  firm  and 
unchanged, 'to  the  lateft  pofterity. 

This  well-timed  add  refs  was 
moved  in  the  Lords  by  the  Duke 
of  Montrofe,  and  feconded  by 
Earl  Camden.  In  the  Commons 
Lord  Eufton  and  Lord  Boyle  ful¬ 
filled  the  talk.  They  ftated  it  as 
In  fome  degree  a  fa tisfaf tor y  re- 
Jfteffcion,  that  no  motive  of  perfonal 
malice  or  hatred  againft  our  beloved 
Sovereign  feemed  to  animate  the 

O 

traitors;  their  project  appeared  to 
arife  from  a  rooted  enmity  to  the 
happy  and  benign  conftifution  of 
the  country.  It  was  a  confpiracy 
originating  in  thofe  principles  of 
Jacobinifm,  which,  thank  God,  had 
been  fuccefsfuily  refilled  in  this 
country,  and  in  Ireland,  The  re¬ 
fill  t  would  have  been,  a  total  ex¬ 
tinction  of  thofe  governors  by 
whom  the  people  are  rendered  fafe 
and  happy ;  and  power  and  office 


would  have  been  a  {fumed  by  men 
not  far  removed  from  favages ;  men 
intoxicated  with  their  tranfient 
afcendeney  and  importance,  but 
who  would  have  been  hurried  down 
the  ft  ream  of  blood  caufedby  their 
own  wickednefs.  The  changes 
which  had  been  attempted  in  this 
country,  carried  the  alluring,  but 
deceitful  names  of philofophy,  re¬ 
form  and  liberty  ;  names  of  late, 
in  the  mouths  of  the  very  worft  of 
characters,  who  ufed  thefe  high 
founding  terms  to  conceal  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  blacked  dye.  The 
deftruflion  of  the  Conftitution  was 
the  object  of  thefe  machinations, 
and  a  part  of  their  wicked  and 
atrocious  fcheme  was  to  deftroy  its 
conftitutional  defender,  its  heft 
preferver,  and  guardian  :  thefacred 
life  of  a  prince  was  aimed  at,  who 
was  not  only  entitled  to  refpedt 
and  veneration,  from  the  facred 
and  important  functions  of  the 
kingly  office,  but  whofe  perfonal  vir¬ 
tues,  mild  manners,  and  gracious 
deportment,  called  for  efteem,  and 
conciliated  the  affedions  of  all  his 
fuhjeCts.  In  the  long  line  of 
Monarchs  who  had  fwayed  the 
feeptre  of  thefe  realms,  there  was 
not  one  fo  much  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  and  affeCtion  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  on  account  of  the  fubftantial 
benefits,  and  ineftimable  bleffimgs, 
they  reaped  under  his  aufpicious 
reign,  and  the  ftrong  intereft  he 
always  manifefted  for  their  welfare 
and  happinefs.  He  was  beloved 
by  all  ranks  of  fociety  for  thofe 

virtues 
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virtues  which  graced  his  crown, 
and"  difFufed  happinefs  through 
every  corner  of  his  united  kingdom. 
P  ,  .  As  it  was  ftill  deemed 

A  et)*  *  neceffary  to  reftrain  the 
Bank  from  i (filing  cafh  in  payment 
of  their  notes,  a  preparatory  motion 
was  made  for  a  periodical  account 
of  the  amount  of  notes  in  circula¬ 
tion  from  the  lft  June,  1802,  to 
the  1  ft  February,  1803.  This  vote 
was  amended  from  its  original 
form,  in  confequence  of  fome  ob- 
fervations  from  Mr.  Tierney,  who 
intimated,  as  a  matter  generally 
imderftood,  that  the  ifiues  of  notes 
from  the  Bank  within  the  laft  two 
months  had  been  to  an  unufual 
amount.  Although  this  alfertion 
was  cenfured  as  vague  and  unde¬ 
fined,  minifters  readily  granted  the 
additional  information  required, 
and  Mr.  Tierney  denied  that  he 
intended  any  injurious  infmuation. 

t  On  the  motion  for  leave 
1  n'  to  bring  ini  the  Bill,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  de¬ 
clared  he  made  it  with  confiderable 
reluctance,  knowing, as  he  did,  hoiv 
much  the  public  feelings  muft  be 
interefted  on  a  fubjeft  of  fo  much 
importance,  and  the  wrong  opinions 
and  grofs  mifreprefentations  to 
which  it  might  give  rife.  He  had, 
however,  the  pleafure  to  affure  the 
Houfe  and  the  Country,  that  the 
meafure  by  no  means  arofe  from 
any  incapacity,  or  difinclination 
of  the  Bank  to  pay  in  fpecie  ;  and 
that  it  was  as  much  his  own  with 
as  that  of  any  man  that  the  Bank 
fbould  refume,  as  fpeedily  ns  ftrift 
prudence  and  the  ftate  of  commer¬ 
cial  relations  would  admit,  their 
payments  in  fpecie.  There  were, 
he  knew,  many  perfons  who  had 
ftrong  doubts  on  the  propriety  of 
adopting  this  meafure  in  the  firft 


inftance,  who  had  ftnce  concurred 
in  the  prudence  of  its  continuance. 
Since  paifmg  the  Aft  which  was 
now  expiring,  exchange  had  confi- 
derabiy  improved  in  our  favour, 
but  yet  not  fo  far  as  to  warrant 
the  difcontinuance  of  the  reftric- 
tion  ;  and  when  the  Houfe  recoU 
lefted,  that  it  had  thought  fit  to 
authorize  the  country  Banks  to 
iffue  notes  to  a  very  confiderable 
amount,  it  muft  naturally  occur, 
that  the  moment  the  removal  of 
the  reftridlion  fhould  enable  the 
Bank  to  iftue  gold  in  payment  of 
its  notes,  iimiiar  demands  would 
be  made  upon  the  country  Banks  ; 
the  refult  would  be,  a  rapid  and 
general  run  upon  the  Bank  of 
England  from  all  thofe  in  the 
country  ;  which,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  fupply  of  bullion 
from  abroad,  might  be  productive 
of  great  embarra  (linen  t.  There 

were  alfo  other  eonftderations : 
Three  years  of  rhe  moft  unparallel¬ 
ed  fcarcity  had  but  juft  elapfed, 
during  which  period  upwards  of 
twenty  millions  in  fpecie  had  been 
fent  out  of  the  country  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  grain,  to  fupply  the  defi¬ 
ciencies  of  our  national  produce 
for  the  fuftenance  of  the  people. 
There  was  alfo  another  confidera¬ 
ble  drain  for  the  pay  of  our  armies 
and  navies  in  foreign  parts;  and 
thofe  drains,  even  the  fiourifhing 
ftate  of  our  commerce  had  not  yet 
time  to  bring  back.  It  might 
pofiibly  be  objected,  that  the  pro- 
pofition  ought  to  be  preceded  by 
an  inquiry  into  the  ground  of 
necelfity  for  its  adoption;  but 
to  fuch  an  objection  he  would  an¬ 
ticipate  an  anfwer.  That  with 
refpeff  to  the  ample  competence 
of  the  Bank  to  difcharge  at  any 
time  the  whole  of  its  exifting 
[A]  3  debts. 
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debts;  the  fall  .eft  proof  had  already 
been  adduced  to  the  iatisiattion 
of  a  Commit  tee  pu-rpofely  inftituted 
and  who  had  made  the  minuteft 
refearehes  ;  all  then  that  would 
remain  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  how,  would  be  the  fate  of 
exchange;  but  for  information  on 
this  head  there  was  no  refponfible 
office  or  officer  to  apply  to. 

The  morion  was  principally  op- 
pofedby  Mr.  Tierney  and  Mr.  Fox. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
they  obfervcd,  had  confelfed  that  he 
fubmitted  this  motion  with  reluct¬ 
ance,  and  they  thought  he  had,  a 
very  fhort  time  back,  no  intention 
of  propofng  the  continuance  of  this 
reftridiion  ;  but  if  he  really  felt  the 
reludlance  he  expreifed,  and  fuch 
anxiety  to  fee  the  period  arrive 
when  a  meafure  of  that  nature 
would  be  deemed  no  longer  necef- 
faryy  much  more  urgent  reafons 
than  thofe  he  had  given  fnould  be 
adduced  in  its  fupport.  The  mea¬ 
fure  fhould  not  be  adopted  without 
feme  previous  enquiry  refpedting 
the  Bank,  and  it  was  hoped  the 
Houfe  would  not  adopt  this  mon. 
ftrous  bill,  at  a  time  when  there 
was  not  even  a  plaulible  pretext 
for  it ;  when  no  money  was  likely 
to  go  out  of  the  country  ;  when 
no  alarm  prevailed  in  either  domef- 
tic  or  foreign  politics;  when  no 
fear  of  any  Bidden  prefs  on  the 
Bank  could  be  entertained.  At 
all  events,  a  hope  was  expreifed 
that  a  Ihort  Bill  only  would  now 
be  propofed,  and  that  time  would 
be  allowed  to  examine  how  far  it 
ftiould  be  prolonged,  It  might 
alfo  be  proper  to  enquire,  hovy 
far  the  liate  of  exchange  fnould 
be  admitted  as  a  criterion,  whether 
the  Bank  fhould  pay  in  fpecie  or 
not*  Allowing  alfo  that  there 


might  be  fome  danger  jp  taking 
oft  the  reftridlion  altogether^  Hill 
might  not  fome  arrangement  be 
adopted  for  paying  a  fmall  part  of 
the  dividends  and  notes  in  cafh  l 
By  adopting  a  gradual  fyften)  of 
that  kind,  all  danger  from  a  Bid¬ 
den  ran  might  be  avoided.  This 
latter  obferyation  met  with  the 
approbation  of  Mr.  Bank?. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  and  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  anfwereif 
thefe  arguments.  Mr.  Addington 
confelfed,  that  at  an  early  period 
of  the  fellion,  he  did  not  entertain 
the  idea  of  prepoling  a  further 
continuance  of  the  reftridlion  on 
the  Bank  ;  he  did  venture  tQ  hope* 
that  a  favourable  alteration  in  the 
courfe  of  the  exchange  would  have 
relieved  him  from  the  performance 
of  the  painful  duty,  which  he  thi$ 
day  came  forward  to  difeharge. 
If  appearances  continued  to  be  the 
fame  which  they  were  at  the  clofe 
of  laft  year,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent,  and  the  favourable 
change  promifed  to  be  permanent, 
he  fhould  have  abftained  from  the 
prefent  motion  ;  but  while  lie  faid 
this,  he  defired  to  be  understood 
by  the  Houfe,  not  abftradledly  tq 
reft  what  he  had  advanced  upon 
the  ftate  of  exchange,  for  many- 
other  circumftances  concurred  in 
the  operation.  It  was  right  to 
permit  the  country  Banks  to  ilfue 
fmall  notes ;  but  were  the  Bank 
to  be  opened,  all  thefe  notes  would 
be  tendered  for  payment,  when  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  bullion  was 
not  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Bank, 
and  the  run  upon  it  would  be  un- 
ufually  great;  Indeed,  from  a 
variety  of  combined  caufes,  the 
demand  on  the  Bank  would  be  ex¬ 
traordinary.  In  aid  of  the  obfer- 
various  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeC:, 
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Sir  Francis  Baring  obferved,  that 
the  Houfe  fhould  not  confider  the 
prefent  continuance  of  the  reftric- 
tion,  as  a  circilmflance  arifing  out 
of  common  caufes,  but  as  growing 
out  of  unforefeen  and  irrefiflible 
events.  There  had  been  a  great 
convulfion  in  political  affairs  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and 
that  convulfion  had  operated  very 
great  and  very  important  changes  : 
the  courfe  of  exchange,  be¬ 
tween  this  country  and  all  others* 
had  varied  as  well  as  other  matters  ; 
it  would  at  prefent  admit  the  im¬ 
portation  of  filver,  but  not  of  gold; 
filver  had  lately  fallen  ten  per 
cent. ;  while  gold  continued  at  much 
the  fame  price  as  before.  Thefe 
circumftances  did  not  arife  from 
common  caufes,  but  from  the  vari¬ 
ous  efforts  and  exertions  of  foreign 
countries  to  gain  advantages  over 
this  :  the  convulfion  had  extended 
to  and  affeCted  them  all  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree,  and  prudence  ought 
to  dictate  to  us  to  wait  with  pa¬ 
tience  till  the  effeCts  of  the  florin, 
Should  fubfide.  Mr.  Fox  had 
fuggefted  the  propriety  of  opening 
the  caff  payments  of  the  Bank 
under  fome  limited  reflriCtion  ;  but 
in  the  former  Bill  a  power  was 
given  to  the  Bank  to  make  partial 
payments  of  the  dividends  in  fpecic, 
upon  giving  due  notice  of  fuch  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
A  Committee  would  be  ufelefs ; 
more  important  occalions  had  oc¬ 
curred  where  none  was  moved  for  ; 
the  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the 
Bank  was  a  recent  inflance.  The 
duration  of  the  reflriCtion,  it  was 
obferved,  might  be  more  properly 
(difcuffed  in  the  different  itages  of 
the  bill. 

,  This  part  of  the  fubjeCl 

i  i  tfl.  j  •  j  *  r  n 

f  did,  in  iact*  come  more  im¬ 
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mediately  into  confideration,  when 
the  Bill  was  in  the  Committee  ;  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
propofed  as  the  period  of  its  con¬ 
tinuance,  fix  weeks  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  next  Seflion  of 
Parliament.  Mr.  Banks  propofed 
to  fubfiitute  the  firft  of  May,  ob. 
ferving  that  he  was  far  from  wiff. 
ing  prematurely  to  remove  the  re- 
ftriCtion,  but  it  was  his  duty  to 
call  for  inquiry  and  information. 
He  begged  the  Committee  to  con. 
fider  what  fort  of  a  precedent  they 
would  give  to  future  times,  if  they 
were  to  fay  that  upon  fuch  grounds 
as  thefe,  the  caff  payments  of  the 
Bank  were  to  be  fufpended,  with¬ 
out  inquiry  or  investigation.  He 
could  not  fee  that  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  could poffibly  create 
any  alarm  ;  he  really  believed  that 
the  Bank  never  flood  higher  in 
point  of  credit,  than  it  did  when 
the  Report  to  which  he  alluded 
was  made  ;  it  would  confirm  the 
conviction  the  people  felt  of  the 
folidity  and  wealth  of  the  Bank, 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  gentle¬ 
men  intrufted  with  the  direction 
had  difeharged  their  truft  with  the 
greatefl  ability  and  propriety,  but 
the  country  had  a  right  to  know 
how  the  faCt  was;  they  had  a  right 
to  know  whether  exertions  had 
been  made  to  place  the  Bank  in  a 
fituation  to  refume  its  payments, 
whenever  Parliament  fhould  think 
it  right  to  take  off  the  reflriCtion. 

Several  members  oppofed  the 
amendment,  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  brought  to  re¬ 
collection  the  circumftances  under 
which  the  Committee  of  die  Houfe 
had  formerly  proceeded  to  an  en¬ 
quiry.  Government,  actuated  by 
a  wife  precaution,  had  then  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  directors  to  fufpemi 
[T]  4  their 
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their  payments  in  money,  a  meafure 
which  had  produced  a  great  fen- 
fat  ion  and  alarm  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  world  ;  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  was  therefore,  at  that 
period,  a  meafure  of  the  ftri&eft 
propriety,  as  it  was  of  effential 
importance  to  afcertain  the  fuf- 
ficiency  of  the  Bank  to  difcharge 
its  exifting  engagements,  and  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
confirming  and  continuing  the  Or¬ 
der  of  Council.  Was  it  at  the  pre- 
fent  moment  necefiary  to  inftitute 
an  enquiry  for  either  of  thefe  ob¬ 
jects  ?  Was  it  now  a  quefticn 
whether  the  Bank  was  able  to  dif¬ 
charge  the  demands  upon  it  ?  At 
a  late  period,  the  Ac!  having  been 
made  to  laft  only  three  or  four 
months,  was  renewed,  and  upon 
that  occafion  a  fecond  enquiry  had 
taken  place.  What  was  its  ob¬ 
ject  ?  To  fatisfy  an  anxious  public 
what  the  fituation  of  the  Bank  had 
been,  during  the  interval  from  the 
commencement  of  the  reftriftion, 
and  to  what  extent  that  meafure 
had  improved  it.  The  AC!  which 
palTed,  extended  the  reftridion  till 
fix  months  after  the  definitive  Trea¬ 
ty  of  Peace.  It  was  then  propofed 
to  renew  it,  and  the  Houle  adop¬ 
ted  the  propofition  without  en¬ 
quiry,  being  perfe&ly  fatisfied  of 
the  complete  fufficiency  of  the 
Bank. 

^  ^  The  Bill  palled  the Houfe 

'  ,  of  Commons  without  fur- 
and  ,  rn  . 

ther  refinance ;  but  it  was 

not  unoppofed  in  the  Lords. 
The  principal  objections  proceeded 
from  Lord  Moira,  who,  on  the 
firft  reading,  moved  for  various 
papers,  and,  on  the  fecond,  renewed 
and  enforced  his  arguments  againft 
the  meafure  propofed,  as  implying 
an  inability  in  the  Bank  to  <Uf« 


charge  the  demands  on  them,  and 
caft  a  flur  an  the  national  commerce 
and  profperity.  His  Lordlhip 
viewed  the  Bill  either  as  one  in¬ 
troduced  at  the  defire  of  t  heDireCtors 
of  the  Bank;  or  as  a  meafure  of  go¬ 
vernment,  adopted  for  iome  fpecial 
purpofe  hitherto  unexplained.  It 
was  more  extraordinary  that  fo 
violent  an  attack  on  the  property 
of  individuals  fhould  have  been  in¬ 
troduced  into  parliament  at  a  mo, 
ment  like  the  prefent,  when  it  was 
faid  we  were  in  a  Hate  of  profound 
peace,  but  when  we  were  in  faCt 
under  the  mod  critical  circumftan- 
ces,  and  fo  far  from  the  peace  being 
confidered  as  fecure  and  perma¬ 
nent,  every  man  who  underftood 
the  nature  of  our  fituation,  could 
not  but  expert  that  we  might  be 
obliged  on  the  fudden  to  prepare  for 
a  new  war.  If  this  Bill  was  in¬ 
troduced  at  the  requeft  of  the  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Bank,  he  had  a  right 
to  alk,  what  new  change  in  their 
affairs  had  happened  fince  the  Bill 
was  firft  introduced  in  1797,  and 
fo  often  renewed  fince,  that  could 
induce  them  to  depart  from  their 
uniform  declaration,  that  they  felt 
no  neceftitv  for  fuch  reftriCtion,  as 
they  po  fie  fifed  full  ability  to  fatisfy 
all  demands  in  current  calh  ?  If  it 
was  a  meafure  of  Government,  mi- 
nifters  were  bound  to  explain  why, 
under  the  uncommon  increafe  of  the 
exports  and  imports,  the  conlequent 
rile  of  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms, 
the  exuberant  amount  of  the  furplus 
of  the  confolidated  fund,  and  the 
general  and  increafing  commerce  of 
the  country,  it  was  felt  neceflary 
to  load  Parliament  with  fo  heavy  a 
refponfibiiity  as  the  prefent  Bill 
would  throw  on  them.  For  his  own 
part,  he  had  ftrong  reafons  to  fufpe<T 
it  was  a  meafure  to  accommodate  the 

Bank5 
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Bank,  in  confequence  of  an  accom¬ 
modation  to  the  minifters ;  tor  in  the 
exuberant  ftatement  of  our  finances, 
at  the  opening  of  the  feffion  it  was 
pretty  obvious  there  had  been  a 
grofs  mifcalculation.  Indeed,  on 
looking  Ioofely  over  the  accounts 
of  the  lad  year,  as  brought  forward 
by  the  minifter,  he  had  difcovered 
many  confiderable  omiffions.  Many 
errors  and  miftatements  had  been 
employed  to  eke  out  this  flattering 
difplay,  calculated  to  catch  a  little 
vain  popularity,  by  enabling  the 
minifter  to  avoid,  for  the  prefent, 
calling  for  a  loan,  by  fubftituting 
an  ilfue  of  Exchequer  bills  :  a  molt 
imprudent  and  impolitic  meafure, 
becaufe  it  was  anticipating  at  a 
moment  of  peace,-  thofe  relources 
which  fhould  remain  only  foy  any 
fndden  emergency  of  war. 

Thefe  objections  were  enforced 
by  Lord  King  and  the  Earl  of  Suf¬ 
folk,  who  lamented  that  no  im¬ 
provements  in  agriculture  had  been 
yet  begun,  or  were  likely  to  take 
place.  The  population  of  the 
country  was  increafing  every  day, 
and  not  a  fingle  ftep  was  taken 
towards  increafing  its  produce. 
It  was  dated  from  high  authority, 
that  there  were  feven  million  acres 
of  wafte  land,  why  was  not  a  gene¬ 
ral  inclofure  bill,  or  fome  other 
meafure  adopted,  that  might  tend 
to  put  this  land  or  a  part  of  it, 
into  a  date  of  cultivation  ?  If  ihe 
country  went  on  as  it  did,  ruin 
would  ultimately  be  the  confe¬ 
quence.  The  Government  and 
people  of  France  had  lately  turned 
their  attention  to  agriculture;  we 
fhould  hereafter  be  obliged,  per¬ 
haps,  to  fend  for  the  greater  part 
of  our  fupplies  from  that  country, 
which  would  receive  our  money  in 
return.  This  required  the  mod 


ferious  confideration  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  ought  to  recoiled!, 
that  almoft  all  the  didurbances  in 
Ireland  arofe  from  the  bad  fyftem 
of  agriculture,  the  heavy  weight 
of  tythes,  and  the  impoveriflied 
date  of  the  peafantry. 

On  the  other  fde  were  Lord 
Pelham,  the  Earl  or  Wedmoreland, 
Lord  Auckland,  and  Lord  Shef¬ 
field.  The  Bill,  it  was  faid,  had 
not  been  introduced  by  the  defire 
of  the  Bank,  they  had  expreffed 
no  concurrence,  and  were  not  at 
all  interefted  ;  it  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  purely  as  a  meafure  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  adopted  on  motives  of 
obvious  policy  and  expediency,, 
The  fame  caufes  were  alligned  as 
had  before  been  given  by  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Far  from 
thinking  that  a  very  ftrong  cafe 
ought  to  be  made  out,  before  Par¬ 
liament  confented  to  fufFer  the 
Bill  to  be  again  continued,  they 
contended  that  an  extremely  ftrong 
cafe  indeed  was  requiftte  to  be 
(hewn,  in  order  to  perfuade  the 
houfe  to  fufpend  a  meafure  of  fuch. 
importance  to  the  prefeWation  and 
fecurity  of  the  moil  eifential  inter- 
efts  of  the  country.  Far  from 
being,  as  -it  had  been  termed,  a 
violation  of  the  property  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  it  was  a  meafure  calculated 
to  protect  their  property  ;  and  it 
was  no  breach  of  a  folemn  contradl, 
becaufe,  in  reality,  it  did  fupport 
the  wealth  of  the  Bank.  We  were 
at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  peace,  and 
ought  to  ufe  every  poffible  care  to 
render  it  permanent.  But  no  man 
could  fay  how  foon  fome  unfore- 
feen  event  might  terminate  it. 
Our  fituation  was  now  critical, 
and  perhaps'  more  alarming  than 
any  in  which  the  country  had  been 
placed  for  centuries;  would  it 

i  then 
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then  be  prudent  to  abflain  from 
meafures  of  precaution  ?  This  re- 
HrhTion  had  already  and  notori- 
oufly  faved  the  credit  of  the  Bank; 
Its  folidity  and  folvency  were 
ilridlly  examined  into  by  the  Com¬ 
mittees  of  both  Hotifes,  in  1797, 
the  refult  was,  that  the  high  opi¬ 
nion  entertained,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  of  the  (lability  of  the  Bank 
was  greatly  increafed.  It  was 
proved  that,  after  fatisfying  all 
claimants,  they  would  po fiefs  afiets 
to  the  amount  of  many  millions, 
exclusive  of  the.debt  from  Govern¬ 
ment  of  four  millions  and  a  half. 
We  might  regret  that  the  necefiity 
of  reilnftijpn  had  arifen  ;  but, 
without  infilling  on  the  beneficial 
influence  of  the  Bank  reftrjdUon  on 
our  foreign  exchanges,  and  even 
admitting  fome  .  confequent  dif- 
credit  might  have  taken  place, 
it  would  not  be  increafed  by  the 
continuance  of  it  until  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  period.  Sdrely  a  tem¬ 
porary  iffue  of  country-bank  fmall 
notes  could  not  be  deemed  a  great 
grievance;  and,  notwithstanding 
what  had  ,,been  averted,  in  this 
kingdom  paper  money  had  not 
been  depreciated,  nor  had  coin  bore 
a  premium ;  and  when  paper  money 
not  depreciated,  there  is  not  too 
great  an  emiflipn  of  that  kind  of 
currency.  The  caution  of  the 
Bank  in  reftri&ingits  difcounts  and 
iffue  of  paper  money,  when  there 
had  been  a  great  export  of  coin  and 
bullion  in  1793  and  1796,  produced 
the  moft  alarming  dill  refs.  A  ju- 
dicioufly  increafed  iffue  was,  there¬ 
fore,  very  advantageous,  inasmuch 
as  it  enabled  us  better  to  carry  on 
the  great  commercial  tranfadlions 
of  the  country;  and  if  the  event 
had  helped  to  prove  that,  immenfe 
uantitics  of  gold  coin  in  circular 


tion  a/e  not  abfolutely  necefiary, 
this  meafure  might  become  fer- 
viceable,  by  preventing  hereafter 
unfounded  apprehenfion  and  alarm 
on  fuch  a  fubjedt.  Scotland  had 
improved  in  every  fhape  with 
fcarcelv  any  coin,  and  had  been 
greatly  benefited  by  a  plentiful 
iffue  of  paper  money.  Holland, 
when  (he  flourished  mofr,  depended, 
almoll  inlirely,  on  her  Bank ;  and 
countries  truly  commercial,  fuch  as 
England  and  JETolland,  could  not 
have  carried  on  their  extenfive 
trade  by  any  other  means  than 
paper  currency. 

The  attention  of  the  ^  ^ 
Regiflature  was  alio  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  affairs  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  which  were  introduced 
to  their  notice  by  a  Meffage  from 
the  King.  His  Majefly  taking 
into  confederation  the  period  which 
had  elapfed  fince  the  adoption  of 
thofe  arrangements  which  Parlia¬ 
ment  thought  fit  to  eftablifh,  for 
difeharging  the  incumbrances  of 
His  Royal  Highnefs,  and  having 
adverted  to  the  progrefs  made  for 
carrying  the  fame  into  effedl,  re¬ 
commended  to  the  confederation  of 
the  houfe  the  prefent  fituation  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  reforted 
to  their  experienced  liberality,  and 
attachment  toward  his  royal  Houfe, 
for  taking  the  meafures  beft  calcu¬ 
lated  to  maintain  the  dignity,  and 
add  to  the  comforts  of'  fo  dif- 
tinguifhed  a  branch  of  his  fami, 

iy“ 

Before  the  Houfe  of  , 
Commons  went  into  a  Com-  ^  * 
mi t tee  on  this  fubjedt,  Colonel 
Stanley  enquired,  whether  the  in¬ 
cumbrances  which  at  prefent  af- 
fedled  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  were  to  be  re¬ 
moved  by  any  new  grant  of  the 
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Houfe,  whether  they  were  to  be 
fettled  by  a  compromife,  or  whe¬ 
ther,  if  any  money  was  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced,  provifion  was  to  be  made 
for  its  repayment  ?  He  accompa¬ 
nied  this  enquiry  with  home  obfer- 
vations  on  the  arrangement  made 
in  purfuance  of  a  royal  meffage  in 
l^l. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  anfwercd  that  any  compro- 
mife  of  the  nature  alluded  to, 
had  no  fhare  whatever  in  now  in¬ 
ducing  him  to  fubmit  apropofition 
to  the  Houfe  ;  not  for  paying  off 
the  debts  of  His  Royal  Highnefs? 
for  an  ample  provifion  was  already 
made  for  that  purpofe,  but  with  the 
foie  view  of  enabling  him  to  fup- 
port  an  eftablifhment  diftingujfhed 
by  that  dignity  ar.d  fplendour,  the 
entertainment  and  prefervation  of 
which  could  not  be  contempla¬ 
ted  but  with  the  deeped  intereft. 

The  Houfe  having  formed  itfelf 
into  a  Committee,  the  Chancellor 
ot  the  Exchequer  recapitulated  the 
circumftances  attending  the  fettle- 
ment  made  on  His  Royal  Ilighnefs 
in  1795,  on  cccadon  of  his  mar¬ 
riage,  It  was  then  the  almod 
general  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  that 
the  eftablilhment  was  too  fcanty, 
but  the  great  objeft  in  view,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  was  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  juftice.  It  was  to  accom- 
plifh  this  objedt  folely,  that  the  re- 
fumption  ot'  the  fplendour  and  dig¬ 
nity  fuitable  to  his  Rpyal  Hign- 
nefs’s  didinguifhed  ftation  was  for 
a  time  fufpended,  and  that  com- 
miflioners  were  appointed  to  the 
management  or  his  affairs.  Could 
•  any  perfons  who  had  witneffed  the 
effects  of  that  meafure,  and  duly 
confidered  the  fupation  to  which 
its  provifions  had  for  eight  years 
fubjedted  hi?  Royal  Highnefs,  pof- 


fibly  have  made  up  their  minds  to 
his  continuing  for  four  years  long¬ 
er,  in  a  Hate  of  obfeurity  and  re¬ 
tirement,  fo  little  fuitabie  to  the 
feelings  and  the  habits  of  the  heir 
of  a  great  empire  ?  By  the  Bill  to 
which  he  had  already  alluded,  it 
was  provided  that  the  debts  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  fhould  be  invedi- 
gated,  and  an  appropriation  was 
made,  flpt  by  any  fum  granted  or 
impofed  upon  the  public,  but  out 
of  the  revenues  of  his  Royal  High, 
nefs  himfelf,  of  I3,gqoL  perannum, 
from  the  revenue  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall,  and  6o,oopl.  per  annum 
out  of  the  income  °f  his  Royal 
Ilighnefs,  to  difeharge  debts  vyhich 
were  then  computed  at  Sz^oooh 
but  which  were  afterwards  edima- 
ted  at  650,000!.  fo  that  13,000!. 
and  60, cool,  .per  annum,  together 
were  employed  in  difeharging  a 
capital  debt  of  650,000!.  and  de¬ 
bentures  were  iffued  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe.  Here  he  entered  into  the 
detail  of  the  application  of  thpfe 
funds  for  the  liq  uidation  qf  his 
Royal  Highnefs’s  debts,  the  refult 
of  which  was,  that  011  the  5th  of 
January  lad,  there  had  been  paid 
off  563, §951.  and  continuing  the 
operation  of  this  plan,  the  whole 
would  be  difeharged  in  July  1806, 
leaving,  a  balance  of  fomething  lefs 
than  rool.  and  allowing  6000I.  for 
the  charges  of  management.  After 
a  great  number  of  further  details 
and  arguments,  he  moved,  u  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  .Committee, 
that  his  JVIajefly  be  enabled  to  grant 
yearly  any  fum  or  fums  of  money 
out  of  the  confolidated  fund  of 
Great  Britain,  not  exceeding  iti 
the  whole  6o,oool.  being  to  take 
place  and  to  be  computed  from  the 
5th  of  January  1S03,  and.  to  con¬ 
tinue  until  the  5th  of  July  180^, 

towards 
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towards  providing  for  the  better 
fupport  and  dignity  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales/’ 

On  the  part  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  Solicitor  -General  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  was  direffed  to 
exprefs,  in  the  ftrohgeft  terms,  his 
fincere  and  unfeigned  gratitude  to 
his  Majefty  for  the  intereft  he  had 
beer?  pleafed  to  take  in  what  re¬ 
garded  the  dignity  and  comforts  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs’s  fituation, 
evinced  as  it  had  been  in  his 
gracious  Meifage.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  cheerfully  fubmitted  to 
the  wifdom  and  juft  ice  cf  the  Houfe, 
which  he  was  convinced  would 
diseft  their  proceedings  in  what¬ 
ever  refolution  they  might  adopt. 
The  Solicitor  General  fpoke  in 
high  terms  of  the  Prince’s  refpeft 
for  the  country,  and  his  earned;  de¬ 
ft  re  to  prefer ve  harmony  between  his 
royal  parent  and  himfelf ;  and  not- 
withftanding  what  might  be  faid 
ef  the  diverfity  of  legal  opinions, 
the  folicitor  general  felt  no  hefita- 
tion  in  maintaining,  that  the  claims 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  the  arrears 
of  the  revenues  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall,  were  too  firmly  efta. 
blilhed  to  be  lhaken  by  any  opinion 
which  might  be  brought  forward 
to  invalidate  them.  He  feared  no 
refults  from  the  profecution  of  the 
right,  but  thofe  which  might  un. 
fortunately  lead  to  a  difference  bei 
tween  his  Majefty  and  his  eldeft 
fon  ;  and  it  was  by  that  conftdera- 
tion  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  was 
folely  influenced.  There  had  been 
no  compromife,  nor  had  any  cir- 
eumftance  occurred  to  warrant 
fuch  a  fuppofition.  The  prefent 
meafure,  when  communicated  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  was  altogether 
unexpected no  terms  were  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  impofed  upon  him. 


and  he  was  left  at  full  liberty,' 
fhould  he  think  proper,  toprofecute 
the  juflice  of  his  claim. 

In  the  debate  which  enfued, 
many  of  the  topics  touched  on  in 
thefe  fpeeches  were  reviewed,  and 
although  there  was  no  divifion,  a 
great  diverfity  of  opinion  prevail¬ 
ed,  even  among  thofe  who  moft  ge¬ 
nerally  afted  together. 

It  was  confidered  hard  and  un- 
juft  to  hold  out  to  the  public,  that 
they  were  to  have  frefh  burthens 
put  upon  them  to  afford  affiftanee 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  when  he 
had  the  means  within  himfelf.  It 
was  not  dealing  fairly  with  hi-s 
Royal  Highnefs  to  make  it  appear 
to  the  public,  by  the  wording  of 
the  Meffage  from  his  Majefty,  that 
he  was  calling  upon  them  for  affift¬ 
ance,  when  minifters  knew  he  was 
creditor  to  the  Public  for  more 
than  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  re¬ 
maining  demands  ftanding  out 
againft  him.  It  was  alfo  intimated 
that  this  was  the  third  application 
to  Parliament  to  defray  the  debts 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  two  having 
already  been  made  in  1787  and 

l79S- 

About  the  claims  of  His  Royal 
Highnefs  to  the  arrears  of  the 
Duchy  cf  Cornwall,  the  manner  in 
which  the  prefent  meafure  would 
terminate  them,  and  the  proceed¬ 
ings  already  had  with  refpedt  to 
them,  members  expreifed  opinions 
very  various.  Some  afferted,  and 
others  denied,  that  the  Prince  had  a 
clear  and  completely  afcertained 
right  to  the  whoie  of  the  arrears. 
It  was  alfo  faid  that  the  prefent 
meafure  was  not  only  not  fuggefted 
in  confequence  of  any  application 
on  the  part  of  the  Prince,  but  that 
he  was  aftually  buffering  z-  very 
great  facrifice.  The  Prince  ap¬ 
plied 


\ 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [77 


plied  for  the  reftoration  of  his  juft 
right,  and  which  he  aiked  not  for 
himfelf,  but  for  his  creditors. 
When  the  bqfinefs  was  laftagitated, 
the  Houfe  was  entertained  with  a 
long  difcuflion  on  the  Prince’s 
claim,  both  hiftorlcal  and  politi¬ 
cal.  All  the  rights  and  emolu¬ 
ments  of  his  predeceiTors  were 
traced  ;  and  at  laft  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Ploufe  could  do  nothing  in 
the  matter;  that  the  queftion  mu  ft 
be  referred  to  a  legal  decifton,  be¬ 
fore  it  could  come  under  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  Houfe.  The  man¬ 
ner  in  which  that  legal  decifion 
could  be  procured  was  difcuffed  in 
another  quarter.  It  was  found  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  prefent  a  petition  of 
right,  but  the  Lord  Chancellor  was 
not  thought  the  proper  authority  to 
prefent  it  to.  It  was  then  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  by  him  referred  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  The  proceedings  on 
this  petition  of  right  were  however 
fufpended,  and  a  bufmefs  of  a  ftmi- 
lar  nature  came  before  the  Houfe 
in  confequence  of  his  Majefty’s 
Meffage.  In  the  mean  time  it  was 
declared  that  the  propofition  was 
not  to  be  confidered  in  the  nature 
of  compromife  ;  but  it  was  in  fa<5t 
a  very  fair  and  honourable  com¬ 
promife. 

It  had  been  faid,  the  claim  ought 
not  to  be  proceeded  upon  ;  the 
fuit  ought  not  to  be  profecuted, 
becaufe  it  might  occafion  unplea- 
fant  circumftances  and  ill  difpo- 
ftions,  where  nothing  but  har¬ 
mony  and  good  will  Ihould  fubfift. 
if  fuch  was  the  neceffary  confe¬ 
quence,  fooner  fhould  the  fum  be 
paid  ten-fold  by  the  public,  than 
fuch  means  (hould  be  applied  to. 
But  there  was  no  ground  to  ap¬ 
prehend  fueh  a  refult,  and  this 


might  ,Le  determined  like  other 
amicable  fuits  in  families  without 
producing  any  ill  will. 

This  argument  was  ftrenuoufly 
refilled.  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved, 
it  might  be  difficult  to  fay  at*  what 
period  a  decifion  on  the  petition  of 
right  could  be  obtained.  Perhaps 
this  fuit  might  referable  another,, 
which  came  before  a  late  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  which  his  Lordlhip 
found  it  neceffary  to  keep  the  pa¬ 
pers  fix  years  in  his  pocket,  before 
he  could  determine  in  what  court 
the  proceedings  ought  to  commence,. 
This  was,  no  doubt,  the  natural 
Teiult  of  that  glorious  uncertainty  of 
the  law,  of  which  ignorant  people 
were  too  much  difpofed  to  com¬ 
plain,  but  which  all  learned  gen¬ 
tlemen  knew  to  be  one  of  its  great- 
eft  excellencies.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  treating  the 
matter  more  ferioufly,  owned  that 
he  felt  additional  pleafure,  when  he 
corffidered  that  thks  meafure,  if 
adopted,  would  filence  for  ever  the 
Petition  of  Right,  a  thing  which 
could  not  be  profecuted  without 
more  than  inconvenience.  As  to 
the  queflion  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
being  In  titled  to  a  reimburfement 
of  all  the  monies  received  from  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  during  his  mi¬ 
nority,  this  was  a  fub j ecft  which 
he  entered  into  laft  year  with  the 
utmoft  relutftance.  The  Solicitor 
General  had  given  his  opinion,  that 
the  Prince  was  entitled  to  a  full  ac¬ 
count  of  the  receipts  of  the  Duchy 
and  of  the  difburfements,  at'  the 
time  of  his  coming  of  age :  but 
furely  there  was  fome  difference 
between  being  entitled  to  have 
fuch  an  account  prefented,  and  an 
abfolute  right  to  be  paid  the  whole 
amount  of  the  receipts,  without 
making  any  allowance  for  what 

was 
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was  expended*  But  fuppofmg 
there  was  not  a  queftion  about 
this  right,  but  that  it  had  been 
afcertained  and  acknowledged,  and 
judgment  obtained,  where  was  the 
fund  on  which  this  lien  could  at¬ 
tach  l  The  civil  lilt,  to  which 
thofe  fums  were  paid,  had  long 
fince  been  expended  in  the  pur- 
pofes  directed  bp  Parliament.  If 
then  a  judgment  could  not  take 
eife£t,  if  no  property  could  be  found 
on  which  fuch  a  judgmen  t  would 
be  a  lien,  what  remedy  or  redrefs 
could  his  Royal  Highnefs  have,  even 
if  he  had  obtained  a  judgment  on 
the  Petition  of  Right.  Muft  he 
not  fUll  come  before  Parliament 
for  their  equitable  interpofition 
refpefting  his  cafe  ?  and  if  the 
Parliament  fhould  be  called  upon 
for  equitable  interpofition,  they 

would  certainly  be  bound  to 
* 

take  into  their  consideration 
the  different  fums  already  paid 
by  the  public  for  the  difcharge  of 
thofe  debts,  which  he  probably 
would  not  have  contracted,  had  he 
been  in  full  enjoyment  of  that  re¬ 
venue  and  thofe  arrears,  which  it 
appeared  the  predominant  opinion 
he  was  intitled  to.  This  would 
be  opening  a  fort  of  an  account  be¬ 
tween  the  Prince  and  the  Public 
which  might  be  difagreeable  to 
both. 

Thofe  who  were  moft  particular¬ 
ly  confidered  as  friends  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  admitted  that 
in  confederation  of  the  meafure 
then  pro'pofed  to  the  Houfe,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  confented,  for 
ever,  to  abandon  his  great  and 
well  founded  claims.  It  was  ma¬ 
terial  that  this  abandonment  fhould 
be  known  ;  for,  as  many  difagree¬ 
able  circumftanses  might  be  ex- 


pefled  to  arife  from  the  proft'erf- 
tion  of  a  fuit,  in  which  the  King 
and  the  Prince  of  Wales  were  the 
parties  in  one  view,  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales  and  the  Public  in  another, 
it  muft  be  matter  of  joy  to  the 
whole  community,  that  this  fuit 
was  to  be  profecuted  no  further. 
It  was  ftrenuoufly  denied  that  this 
was  a  third  application  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  liquidation  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs’s  debts.  This 
claim  or  rather  this  right,  exifted 
on  the  part  of  his  Royal  Highnefs ; 
and  this  was  no  application  on  his 
part.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was  not 
in  the  fituation  of  an  applicant  to 
the  bounty  of  Parliament  and  the 
Public,  on  the  contrary,  by  the 
abandonment  of  his  juft  claims,  he 
made  over  to  them  a  very  large 
fum.  Surely  it  was  not  extraor¬ 
dinary  that,  after  a  lapfe  of  eight 
years,  accompanied  with  circurn^ 
ftances  which  had  materially  af- 
feded  the  income  of  every  man, 
his  Majefty  fhould  fend  a  MeiTage, 
recommending  to  his  Parliament  to 
make  fome  addition  to  the  income 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Prin¬ 
ce’s  debts  had  been  paid  was  alfo  a 
fubjeT  of  much  complaint.  There 
was  one  defeription  of  debt,  that 
wasfaid  to  have  been  rejedledby  n 
former  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer.  It  was  a  cafe  in  which  the 
Prince  was  a  collateral  fecurity, 
for  money  borrowed  abroad  ;  but 
if  every  other  means  of  payment 
failed,  and  the  Prince  thought  him- 
felf  bound  in  honour  to  difcharge 
this  debt,  why  fhould  he  be  refufed 
that  gratification  ?  This,  as  well 
as  other  confiderations,  would  ren¬ 
der  it  impofiible  that  the  prefent 
meafure  could  enable  his  Royal 

Highnefi 
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Highnefs  to  enjoy  the  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  income.  It  would  be 
© 

recollected,  that  when  the  arrange- 

7  O 

ment  was  made  for  the  difeharge  of 
his  debts,  it  was  propofed  that  ail 
the  creditors  Ihould  abate  ten  per 
cent,  on  their  accounts.  As  this 
was  not  done  on  the  ground  of 
fraud,  but  was  adopted  with  rd- 
pedt  to  all  the  accounts,  however 
fair  they  might  be,  his  Royal 
Highnefsdid  not  think  the  proceed¬ 
ing  confident  with  his  character  and 
honour.  He,  therefore,  authori- 
fed  a  ftatement  to  the  Houle,  that 
rather  than  permit  his  creditors 
to  fuftain  fo  great  a  lofs,  he  would 
wifh  another  year  to  be  added  to 
the  period  in  which  his  income 
was  to  be  abridged. 

To  this  it  was  anfsVered,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  lad  arrangement  of 
the  Prince’s  afFairs,  the  whole  a- 
mount  was  calculated  at  625,000! ; 
but  for  fear  there  might  dill  be  an 
excefs,  Parliament  had  appointed 
that  the  commiffioners  Ihould  re¬ 
ceive,  650,0 ool.  out  ol  the  Prince’s 
income,  for  the  difeharge  of  the 
debts.  At  prefect,  no  claim  againft 
his  Royal Highnefs,  that  was  found 
to  be  fair  and  jud,  had  ever  been 
reje&ed  for  want  of  a  fufnciency  of 
means,  although  it  had  turned  out, 
that  in  point  of  fad,  the  fum  of 
650,0001.  was  by  no  means  fufficient 
to  pay  the  whole  amount.  For 
all  the  debts  which  were  fairly 
and  juftly  due,  debentures  were 
given  to  the  creditors  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner:  for  every  iool. 
they  received  either  a  debenture 
of  1  ool  bearing  three  per  cent 
intered,  or  a  debenture  of  90I. 
bearing  five  per  cent.  It 'would 
therefore  JjS  obferved,  that  fo  far 
from  making  a  compromife,  or  be¬ 
ing  at  all  obliged  to  take  ten  per 
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cent.  fhort  of  their  debts,  they 
had  their  choice  of  accepting  im¬ 
mediately  debentures  for  the  whole 
amount,  bearing  three  per  cent, 
intered.  If  a  confiderable  number 
of  the  creditors  had  chofen  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  debentures  0I90I.  bearing 
five  per  cent,  in  preference  to 
thofe  of  tool,  at  three  per  cent,  it 
was  hecaufe  they  {peculated  on  the 
rife  of  thofe  debentures  after  the 
peace  Ihould  take  place.  No  com- 
penfation  then  could  be  due  or 
necedary  to  be  made  to  fuch  cre¬ 
ditors  lor  the  deduction  of  ton  per 
cent,  under  thefe  circumdances* 
and  if  any  private  reasons  ihould 
induce  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  delay 
for  a  while  refuming  that  fplen- 
dour  and  dignity  in  his  houfehold 
and  edablifhment,  which  it  was 
the  with  of  the  HouTe  he  Ihould  be 
po  lie  fled  of,  thofe  reafons  would 
be  of  fuch  a  nature  as,  if  published, 
would  give  his  Royal  Highnefs 
freih  claims  to  the  refpeft  and 
attachment  of  the  Hotife.  If  the 
Public  fhould  not  immediately  be 
gratified  in  this  point,  yet  it  would 
be  a  confiderable  fatisfadtion  to 
them,  to  know  that  he  would  be 
extricated  from  his  debts  at  lead 
three  years  and  a  half  fooner  than 
he  other-wife  would  have  been, 
and  that  the  final  period  would 
arrive  in  a  year  at  hu  t  he  ft, 

Mr.  Fox,  while  he  recommen¬ 
ded  liberality  to  Parliament,  alfo 
enforced  the  necelfi ty  of  prudence 
in  the  Prince,  and  extolled  him 
for  the  poffelfior-  and  difplay  of  that 
quality.  (i  I  think,”  he  faid,  the 
bell  advice  we  can  give  will  be,  to 
fay  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  Con¬ 
sider  your  income,  and  determine 
yourfdf  what  degree  of  date  ‘you 
will  a  {fume,  and  when  you  will 
a  (fume  it.”  But  if  it  is  refolved 

that 
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that  his  Royal  Highnefs  (hall  a  flume 
this  ftate  immediately,  let  an  ap¬ 
plication  be  made  to  Parliament 
for  further  aid.  To  this  lad  pro¬ 
ceeding  I  could  have  no  objection, 
particularly  when  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  abandons  the  claims  anting 
out  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall.  But 
I  deprecate  all  idea  of  an  applica¬ 
tion  as  in  1787.  I  would  fay  to 
Parliament,  (  Extinguish  not  only 
the  debts,  but  the  embarraffments, 
and  place  his  P^oyal  Highnefs  at 
once  in  that  date  in  which  he  has 
never  been,  I  had  aimed  faid,  fince 
his  birth,  but  certainly  never  fince 
his  coming  to  man’s  eft  ate ;  that 
date  in  which  he  may  fay,  here  is 
an  income  on  which  I  may  live 
in  a  manner  becoming  my  rank  and 
dignity.  ’  I  have  faid  thefe  few 
words  in  recapitulation  of  what  I 
faid  on  the  former  mod  painful 
occafion ;  the  prefent  is  one  of 
the  mod  joyful  ;  for  the  Prince  is 
now  about  to  be  inveded  with  his 
full  income,  of  the  pofteftion  and 
management  of  which  he  has  fnewn 
himfelf  fully  worthy  by  his  pru¬ 
dence;'  a  virtue,  which  was  the 
only  one  he  was  ever  charged  with 
wanting  ;  and  which  he  has  now, 
beyond  difpute,  added  tp  the  many 
others,  which  he  mud  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  poffefs. 

■  g  ^  Conft dering  himfelf  bound 

"  *  by  every  principle  ofhohour 
to  difeharge  all  the  claims  over 
which  the  commifioners  had  exer- 
cifed  their  authority,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  fent  by  Mr.  Tyrwhit 
aMeflageto  theHoufe  ofComroons, 
in  which,  while  he  acknowledged 
his  gratitude  to  the  King  for  his 
kindnefs,  and  to  Parliament  for 
its  liberality,  anddiftinCtly  renoun¬ 
ced  all  claims  in  refpedi  of  the 
arrears  of  the  revenues  of  the 


Duchy  of  Cornwall,  he  ufed  the 
following  expreffions.  g(  But  the 
Prince,  notwithftanding  the  gene- 
rofity  evinced  towards  him  on  this 
occafion,  feels  himfelf  bound  to 
declare,  that  he  is  dill  expofed  to 
debts  for  which  no  provifion  has 
been  made,  but  which  he  feels  him¬ 
felf  bound  in  honour  to  difeharge; 
and  therefore,  notwithftanding  the 
kind  folicitude  expreffed  by  the 
Houfe  for  his  fpeedy  refumption  of 
the  ftate  and  dignity  appertaining 
to  his  rank,  he  mud  dill  be  obliged 
to  appropriate  to  the  difeharge  of 
thofe  debts  a  large  finking  fund 
out  of  his  annual  income ;  and 
however  felicitous  he  might  be  to 
comply  with  the  wifhes  expreffed 
by  the  Houfe  for  his  fpeedy  re¬ 
fumption  of  the  dignities  appro¬ 
priate  to  his  ftation,  yet  he  knew 
but  too  well,  from  dear-bought 
experience,  that  it  would  be  im¬ 
practicable  to  make  Rich  a  refump¬ 
tion  for  feme  confiderable  time, 
without  the  rifk  of  being  involved 
in  new  embarraffments.” 

In  purfuance  of  a  ,  A/r  , 

1  4-th  MarciU 
notice  given  at  the  r 

time  when  this  Meffage  was  deli¬ 
vered,  Mr.  Calcraft  moved,  that  the 
Houfe,  anxioufiy  defirous  to  give 
full  effect  to  the  important  objects 
recommended  to  their  confidera- 
tion  in  bis  Majefty’s  mod  gracious 
Meffage  of  the  1 6th  of  February, 
fhouid  appoint  a  feleCt  Committee 
to  requeft  and  receive  information 
refpeCting  the  extent  of  thofe 
claims  upon  the  judice  and  honour 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which, 
according  to  his  official  communica¬ 
tion,  impeded  his  Royal  Piighnefs’s 
anxious  defire  to  fulfil  his  Majedy  T 
benign  intention,  and  accord  to 
the  wifhes  of  this  Houfe,  by  re- 
fuming  that  ftate  and  dignity 

which 
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'  which  belong  to  the  heir  apparent 
of  the  Britifh  empire.”  In  his 
prefatory  fpeech  the  mover  affured 
the  houfe  that  the  prefent  proceed¬ 
ing  originated  intirely  and  perlon- 
aliy  from  himfelf.  Upon  this  iiib- 
jedt  he  had  no  cOnverfation,  con¬ 
cert,  nor  correfpondence  with  any 
perfon,  nor  did  he  communicate  it 
to  any  one  before  he  gave  the  no¬ 
tice  ;  therefore,  he  could  have 
had  no  concurrence  or  encourage¬ 
ment  for  doing  fo,  from  the  Royal 
perfonage  to  whom  the  motion 
perfonally  related.  He  would  not 
have  embarked  in  fo  delicate  an 
affair,  or  come  forward  on  this 
occafion,  if  he  had  not  perceived 
an  anxious  feeling  in  molt  parts  of 
the  Houfe  upon  the  late  difeuffion, 
that  His  Royal  Highnefs  fhould 
be  forthwith  relieved  from  the 
embarraftments  under  which  he 
laboured. 

On  this  proportion,  Sir  Robert 
Buxton  moved  the  previous  quefi. 
tion.  A  long  debate  enfued,  in 
which,  on  one  fide,  the  fufficiency 
of  the  Prince’s  allowance  for  all 
reafonable  purpofes  of  ft  ate  and 
dignity,  and  the  tiecelftty  for  a 
ftridt  economy,  were  infilled  on, 
and  on  the  other,  thefe  arguments 
were  repelled  as  unfounded,  or 
ridiculed  as  fubftitutingan  undigni¬ 
fied  parfimony  for  a  liberal  econo¬ 
my.  The  old  topic  of  the  arrears 
of  the  Cornilh  revenue  was  reforted 
to,  and  received  a  great  variety 
of  explanations,  and  formed  the 
ground  work  of  many  protracted 
arguments. 

Mr.  Johnftone  preffed  this  fub- 
je£l  with  great  vigour.  No 
reafons  he  faid,  were  ftated  to 
prove  the  necelftty  of  revoking 
tliofe  arrangements  which  parlia¬ 
ment,  after  great  deliberation,  had 

Vat.'XLV,  «rVou  III.  Nei 
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adopted  in  1 7 95”.  At  that  period 
a  confiderable  ferment,  a  confider¬ 
able  degree  of  Jacobinical  fpirit 
prevailed,  and  therefore  it  might 
have  been  argued,  that  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  abridge  the  Prince 
of  any  part  of  that  fplendour, 
which  certainly  has  its  efFefl  on 
the  multitude.  Rut  now  the  whole 
people  were  united  in  loyalty  to 
the  King,  affeftion  for  the  Prince, 
and  attachment  to  the  Conft tui¬ 
tion  ;  and  what  they  chiefly  defired 
to  behold  in  the  Royal  Family,  was 
a  fenfibility  of  the  many  burthens 
with  which  they  were  oppreffed. 
But  other  gentlemen  talked  of  the 
Tights  of  the  Prince  Tefulting  from 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall. — This 
queftion  was  difeufied  in  1795, 
when  relief  had  been  folicited  from 
parliament ;  and  it  then  was  the 
duty  of  the  Prince  to  urge  his  right 
or  rely  on  the  generofity  of  the 
public.  Fie  had  chofen  the  latter : 
and  it  was  not  fair,  after  experien¬ 
cing  the  liberality  of  the  country, 
to  renew  the  claim  of  right.  On 
this,  however,  he  was  not  inclined 
to  infill,  efpecially  as  in  the  laft 
year  the  prince  was  defired  to  pre¬ 
fent  his  claims  to  legal  difeuffion. 
Why  was  not  that  difeuffion  brought 
to  an  iffue  ?  No  difference  could 
a  rife  between  the  King  and  the 
Prince,  as  was  ftated  5  for,  the  re¬ 
venues  having  been  applied  to  the 
public  fervice,  the  public  was  an- 
fwerable,  and  the  King  had  no 
more  to  do  with  the  fuit  than  with 
any  other  in  which  he  was  made 
defendant  in  the  way  of  form.  But 
there  exifted  another  very  good 
reafon  why  the  fuit  fhould  not  be 
profecuted — that  it  could  produce 
nothing ;  for,  admitting  the  Prince 
in ti tied  to  the  revenues  of  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  from  the  hour 
Series.  [ F ]  ©f 
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of  bis  birth, 

234,000!. 

Now  during  the  laft 
twelve  years  of  his  mi¬ 
nority  there  had  been  il'- 
fued  by  regular  pay¬ 
ments,  128,000!. 

Extra  payments,  50,000!. 

Half  of  32,000!.  paid 
jointly  to  the  Duke  of 
York  and  himfelf,  16,000k 

Allowing  that  the  ex- 
pence§  of  the  firft  nine 
years  of  his>  minority 
were  5,000k  per  annum, 
wiiich  could  fc  a  reel  y  be 
too  much  as  6,000k  was 
allowed  for  the  Princefs 
of  Wales—  45,000k 

the  whole  expenditure  was 
239,000k  to  be  fet  againft  a  re¬ 
ceipt  of  234,000k  during  the 
Prince’s  minority.  But  w~as  this 
all  ?  there  had  been  paid  6o,oool. 
on  his  coming  of  age,  2  19,000k  in 
1587,  and  52,000  in  1795,  be¬ 
yond  the  fixed  and  regular  allowan¬ 
ces.  So  that  on  the  whole  there 
were  payments  to  the  amount  of 
570,000k  to  be  oppofed  to  a  claim 
of  234,000k  He  hated  thefe 
fads  becaufe  he  thought  the  people 
of  England  infulted  when  they 
were  told  that  his  Royal  Higbnefs 
had  made  a  facrifice  by  condefcend- 
ing  to  accept  between  2  and 
300,000k  If  the  prefent  meafure 
was  adopted,  it  proceeded  from  the 
generofity  and  liberality  of  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  for  no  claim  of  right  did 
ex  ill. 

This  mode  of  charging  the  Prince 
with  the  expences  of  his  minority 
was  vehemently  reprobated,  and 
the  ftatements  oppofed  by  many 
members,  but  by  none  with  more 


happy  effeft  than  Mr.  Sheridan. 
The  honourable  member,  he  faid, 
had  gone  into  an  arithmetical  cal¬ 
culation  to  prove,  that  his  Royal 
High  nebs  had  no  claims  upon  the 
country,  and  that,  upon  a  fair  ba¬ 
lance  of  accounts,  there  was  a 
charge  againft  him  on  the  ground 
ol  the  Cornifh  revenues;  and  that 
he  ought  Hill  to  be  reft  rifted  to  the 
fequeilration  of  his  income,  until 
the  full  time  enafted  by  parliament 
in  1795.  But  though  the  honour¬ 
able  member  piqued  himfelf  upon 
his  flippancy  in  figures,  his  argu¬ 
ment  was  a  little  of  the  lateft. 
On  the  night  when  he  could  have 
offered  it  in  time,  namely,  when 
the  fixty  thoufand  pounds  per  an¬ 
num  palled  in  compliance  with  his 
Majeiiy ’s  Meffage,  the  honourable 
member  fat  ft  ill,  and  held  his 
tongue;  but  from  the  nature  of 
his  fpeech  this  night,  he  was  bound 
to  refill,  in  every  ftage,  the  bill 
for  carrying  that  vote  into  "effeft. 
The  honourable  member,  too,  with 
great  fagacity,  had  found  out  that 
in  1795,  when  a  former  arrange¬ 
ment  had  been  made,  in  relation  to 
the  affairs  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  a 
fpirit  of  jacobinifm  prevailed  in 
the  land,  and  that  therefore  it 
became  neceffary  to  fupport  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  and  every 
branch  of  the  Royal  Family,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  expence.  It  was, 
however,  an  argument  rather 
ftrange,  that  jacobins  were  to  be 
the  belt  fupporters  of  royalty,  and 
that  it  was  only  during  the  reign  of 
jacobinifm  in  the  country,  that  mo¬ 
narchy  was  fupported  in  its  fulleft 
fplendour;  but  that  now  when  ia- 
cobinifm  was  exploded,  and  the 
people  completely  reftored  to  their 
political  fenfes,  to  loyalty,  and  the 
love  of  their  monarch,  the  neceflity 

for 
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for  fupporting  the  dignity  of  the 
Royal  Family,  and  particularly  that 
of  the  heir  apparent,  fhould  com¬ 
pletely  ceafe,  and  that  cold  calcu¬ 
lation  and  rigid  economy  were  to 
refume  their  domination.  He  had 
fomewhere  read  a  ftory  of  a  grave 
converfation  between  two  venerable 
owls,  in  a  ruined  temple,  fnuated 
in  the  dominions  of  an  ancient  ty¬ 
rant,  in  which  one  bird  faid  to  the 
other,  u  Long  live  the  good  king 
Amurath !  fo  long  as  he  lives  to 
carry  on  his  aevaFations,  we  owls 
fhall  never  want  ruins  to  build  our 
nefts  in.”  So  might  the  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily  fay,  ((  Long  live  the  jaco¬ 
bins  |  for  fo  long  as  their  influence 
obtains,  we  fhali  enjoy  all  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  fplendour  appropriate  to 
our  rank ;  but  (according  to  the 
argument  of  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman)  the  moment  the  fpirit  of 
loyalty  returns,  and  the  love  of 
monarchy  refumes  its  place  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  we  fhall  be 
thrown  on  the  fhelf,  and  all  further 
neceffity  for  maintaining  our  re- 
fped  and  dignity  be  utterly  ex¬ 
ploded.”  Equally  unfortunate  was 
+  the  honourable  member  in  Fating 
his  items  of  the  account  current 
between  the  Prince  and  his  Ma- 
jefty,  or  rather  between  the  Prince 
and  the  Public,  on  the  fcore  of  the 
Cornilh  revenues.  The  honour¬ 
able  member  had  faid,  that  the 
items  for  the  Prince's  education 
ought  to  be  charged  againft  him  ; 
the  facl  was,  the  Prince  was  no 
•  more  chargeable  on  this  ground 
than  the  Duke  of  York,  or  any 
other  of  the  Royal  branches  with 
whom  he  participated  in  the  fame 
nurfery  and  the  fame  preceptors ; 
and  what  would  be  more  ungraci¬ 
ous  than  to  charge  his  Royal  High- 
nefPs  infancy  with  fo  much  for 
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cradle,  fo  much  for  pap,  fo  much 
for  coral,  and  fo  much  for  fchooi 
books  ?  But  the  facl  was,  that  this 
account  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  bufinefs ;  as  the  whole  of  thefe 
charges  were  defrayed  out  of  her 
MajeFy’s  privy  purfe,  with  that 
maternal  tendernefs  that  ever  dif- 
tinguifhed  her  royal  character ; 
audit  was  upon  this  ground  of  her 
defraying  the  education  of  the  ju¬ 
venile  branches  of  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily,  that  a  liberal  increafe  was 
granted  by  Parliament,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  to  her  MajeFy's  privy  purfe. 
An  honourable  baronet  opposite  to 
him,  who  moved  the  previous  quef- 
tion,  had  very  fagacioufly  difco- 
vered,  that  to  fupport  the  dignity 
of  the  heir  apparent,  nothing  more 
was  necdfary  than  the  inherent 
virtues  of  his  Royal  Highnefs; 
that  virtue  was  the  only  ground 
upon  which  a  Prince  could  reign  in 
the  hearts  of  his  people,  or  fecure 
his  own  felicity :  and  that  the 
pomp  and  trappings  of  Fate,  and 
the  lplendour  of  courts  and  official 
grandeur,  were  all  nonfenfe  and 
ufelefs  expence.  Be  it  fo  then  :  he 
had  no  objedlion  to  admit  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  honourable  baronet, 
provided  the  principle  was  applied 
generally  to  all  the  branches  of 
the  Royal  Family,  and  to  all  the 
great  officers  of  Fate,  inFead  of 
being  confined  merely  to  the  heir 
apparent,  who,  he  was  fure,  from 
the  amenity  of  his  gracious  difpo- 
fition,  would  as  cheerfully  fubujit 
to  the  arrangement  as  any  other 
member  of  the  Fate.  The  favins; 
of  money  to  the  nation  would,  no 
doubt,  be  contiderable,  by  the  fub- 
Fitution  of  perfonal  virtue  for  of¬ 
ficial  grandeur.  “  For  inFance, 
Sir,”  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  “  you, 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  addrefs, 
[F]  2  '  might 
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might  difpenfe  with  the  expen  five 
fp'endour  of  that  elegant  houfe 
which  is  now  bit  tiding  for  you,  and 
all  the  hate  attached  to  your  of- 
ficial  fuite  H  whenever  you  are  to 
obey  the  orders  of  this  Houfe  ;  in 
going  up  to  prefent  an  Add  refs  to 
his  Majefty,  you  will  have  no  oc¬ 
cafion  to  take  with  pti  that  fhin- 
inp-  bauble  which  is  here  the  fym- 

O  J  . 

bol  of  your  power*  nor  to  travel  m 
that  fplendid  gew-gaw  the  gilded 
coach,  at  prefent  an  appendage  of 
your  office.  Y oil  have  only  to 
walk  to  Saint  James’s,  ((  wrapt  in 
your  virtues  and  a  warm  furtout 
and  if  it  {hould  rain,  you  will  have 
the  privilege  of  carrying  an  um¬ 
brella.  There  will  be  no  occafion 
for  all  the  hate  attached  to  the 
movements  of  our  judges  on  the 
circuit ;  they  can  travel  in  the  mail 
coaches,  and  the  bar  move  as  out- 
fide  pafTengers,  if  they  (hould  hot 
prefer  the  falutary  exercife  of  walk- 
ing.  The  chief  rnagidrate  of 
our  metropolis  will  have  no  farther 
occafion  to  difplay  all  the  fplen- 
dour,  finery,  and  rarec-fhow  at¬ 
tached  to  his  office,  which  has  been 
hitherto  the  wonder  of  foreigners, 
as  the  fymbols  of  our  national 
wealth  and  civic  dignity.  You 
will  then  hear  no  more  of  Manfion 
Houfe  banquets,  of  turtle  and  veni- 
fon  feaffs,  of  gorgeous  proceffions 
on  Lord  Mayor's  days,  of  aquatic 
trips  from  Blackfriars  to  Weft- 
minder,  in  gilded  barges,  with 
bands  of  mufic,  and  civic  reealia. 
No,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs 
may  proceed  to  Saint  James’s  in 
Hackney  coaches,  and  dineon  their 
return  at  Dolly’s  Chop-houfe,  in_ 
flead  of  banquetting  at  Guildhall. 
In  fliort,  Sir,  by  extending  this 
faving  principle  to  Secretaries  and 


under  Secrataries  of  State,  an  cl 
various  other  date  officers,  you 
may  fave  money,  but  I  quedion 
much  if  you  will  thereby  improve 
the  popular  refpedt  for  the  date,  or 
any  thing  which  belongs  to  it.”1 
Where,  'he  added,  was  the  con fi  ft  - 
ency  of  voting  a  confiderable  fum 
without  any  inquiry  whatever, 
avowedly  for  a  given  purpofe,  and 
yet  refufing  a  motion  for  inquiry 
how  much  farther  it  might  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  go,  in  order  completely 
to  effect  that  purpofe,  when  it  was 
acknowledged,  on  all  hands,  to  be 
definable  ?  Or,  where  was  the  cGn- 
fiflency  between  voting  away  250 
millions  of  the  public  money,  to 
fupport  the  date  and  dignity  of 
foreign  Princes,  and  yet  refufing 
perhaps  a  much  lefs  fum  than 
ioo,oool.  in  addition  to  the  fum 
already  voted,  completely  to  did. 
embalrrafs  the  heir  apparent  of  the 
Britifn  crown,  from  thofe  incum¬ 
brances,  which  (hould  long  fince 
have  been  removed;  and  to  redore 
him  to  that  dignified  fplendour 
becoming  his  rank  in  the  date,  and 
the  fplendid  charaCteriftics  of  his 
mind  and  manners  ? 

Calculations  were  alfo  offered  to 
prove  that  the  income  of  his  Royal 
Kivhncfs  had  never  been  adequate 
to  his  high  birth  and  expectations. 
If  a  Prince  of  Wales,  Mr.  Tierney 
obferved,  was  to  be  maintained  at 
all,  it  was  proper  that  he  (hould  be 
maintained  in  a  dvle  fuited  to  his 
rank  and  profpeCts.  If,  in  the 
year  1738,  the  grandfather  of  his 
Royal  High  nets  enjoyed  a  clear  in¬ 
come  of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
a  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand 
would  not  be  reckoned  large  in 
1803,  increafedas  was  the  price  of 
every  article  of  fubfidence. 


The 
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The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exche¬ 
quer  argued  ar  great  length  agninft 
many  of  the  ftatements  made  in 
favour  of  the  original  motion,  and 
he  particularly  contended,  that, 
although  it  might  be  allented  to, 
without  violating  the  rules  of  the 
Houfe ;  it  could  not  be  followed 
up  by  any  efficient  vote  for  money, 
with  any  regularity  whatever  ;  and 
it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  confider, 
whether  they  would  become  party 
to  a  proceeding-  which  could  never 
become  efficient,  confidently  with 
one  of  their  wife  ft  rules  ;  that  rule 
by  which  it  was  underftood,  that 
no  vote  ihould  be  propofed,  the 
effeft  of  which  was  to  imp'ofe  any 
charge  upon  the  people,  without 
a  previous  recommendation  from 
the  crown.  He  did  not  believe  that 
many  could  vote  for  the  motion  now 
before  the  Houfe,  without  exped¬ 
ite  that  it  fhould  be  followed  uo 
by  another,  for  granting  a  fum  of 
money  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  ;  and 
therefore  he  muft  fay,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  vote  efficiently  upon 
this  fubjeft,  without  a  recommend¬ 
ation  from  the  crown.  He  had 
not  received  the  authority  of  his 
Majefty  to  recommend  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  or  to  recommend  any  meafure 
for  the  difeharge  of  the  debts  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales;  .and  if  a  mo¬ 
tion  were  made  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  Committee  for  that  pur- 

CHAP 
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pofe,  he  fhould  hold  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  withhold  that  recommen¬ 
dation. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  many 
members  delivered  their  opinions 
befides  thofe  already  named  ;  the 
principal  fpeakers  in  favour  of  the 
original  motion  were  Mr.  Erlkine, 
Mr.  Hilliard,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning,  Sir  John  Wrotteftey,  and 
Mr.  W.  Smith  ; — aeainft  it  were 
numbered,  Mr.  Lafcelles,  Mr. 
Burdon,  Lord  Hawkefbury,  and 
Lord  Caftlereagh. 

On  a  divifion,  Mr.  Calcraft’s 
motion  was  loft  by  a  majority  of 
45  ;  the  numbers  being,  againft 
the  previous  queftion  184,  for  it 

1 39*  . 

This  affair  in  its  progrefs 
through  the  Houfe  of  Lords  oc- 
cafioned  fome  debates,  but  they 
were  not  of  great  intereft,  and  the 
difeuffion  of  the  main  queftion  was 
mixed  with  much  incidental  mat¬ 
ter.  The  reful t  was  that  an  Aft 
palfed  enabling  his  Majefty  to  fet¬ 
tle  an  annuity  on  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  con¬ 
tinue  until  the  fifth  day  of  July, 

1  806,  and  for  repealing  fo  much  of 
an  Aft,  made  in  the  35th  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  Majefty,  as  direft- 
ed  the  annual  payment  of  13,000,!. 
out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall,  to  the  Commiftioners 
appointed  by  the  fold  Aft.” 

.  VII. 


Mejfage  from  his  Majefiy  on  the  armaments  in  France  and  Holland ;  Addrejfes 
< voted  in  both  houfes  without  divifion,  Mejfuge  from  the  King  for  calling 
out  the  Militia  ;  change  in  the  confiitution  of  that  body.  Motion  for  aug- 
menting  the  number  of  feamen ;  debate ;  the  motion  carried .  Anxiety 

the  public  on  the  Jubjedi  of  the  negotiation  with  France ;  Motions  on  the 
fate  of  the  nation  promijed  by  the  Earl  of  Carlijle  and  Mr.  Fatten.  Er  '  -r 

[  F]  3  recefso 
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recsfs.  Further  notice  of  the  negotiation  in  both  lloufes  ;  the  French  embrflC’ 
dor  applies,  for  his  pa f ports  ,*  Jhort  inter  oral  of  uncertainty  ;  frequent  debates 1 
Ffeffage  from  his  Majejly ,  announcing  the  recal  of  Lord  Whitworth,  and 
promfwg  that  papers  jhould  be  laid  before  Parliament . 


8tli  1 X  7HILE  Parliament 
-d  V  V  was  engaged  in 
^  ar°  thefe  affair^,  a  Mefifage 
from  the  Kin?  was  received  in  both 
Houfes,  Hating  that  as  very  confix 
derable  military  preparations  were 
carrying  on  in  the  ports  of  France 
and  Holland,  he  had  judged  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  adopt  additional  mea- 
fures  of  precaution,  for  thefecurity 
of  his  dominions.  Though  thefe 
preparations  were  avowedly  direct¬ 
ed  to  colonial  fervice,  yet,  as  dif- 
cuffions  of  great  importance  were 
fub  fating,  the*  reful t  of  which  miift 
at  prefent  be  uncertain,  his  Ma- 
jefty  made  this  communication  to 
Parliament,  in  the  full  perfuafion, 
that,  while  they  partook  of  his 
earned  and  unvarying  folicitude  tor 
the  continuation  of  peace,  he  might 
rely  on  their  public  fpirit  and  li¬ 
berality,  to  enable  him  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures,  as  circumftances 
might  require,  for  fupporting  the 
honour  of  his  crown  and  the  ef- 
fential  interefts  of  his  people. 

AddreiTes  on  this  Mef- 
fage  were  moved  in  both 
Houfes  on  the  following  day.  Lord 
Hobart  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  faid 
his  Majefty,  by  the  advice  of  hi§ 
Minifters,  had  thought  proper  to  lay 
this  proportion  before  parliament, 
becaufe  although  Government 
were  determined  to  take  every  pof- 
ilble  means  of  effecting  a  perma¬ 
nent  confer  ration  of  the  peace, 
by  fteadily  purfuihg  a  fyftem  of 
firmnefs  and  moderation;  yet  it 
was  their  undoubted  duty  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  alternative* 


if  necefTary,  and  to  manifeft  to  all 
Europe,  that  this  country  would 
not  expofe  itfelf,  under  any  cir¬ 
cumftances,  to  the  poffible  danger 
of  a  concealed  defign  at  fudden  in- 
vafion,  furprife,  or  ferious  attack. 
From  the  relative  fituation  of 
France  with  its  foreign  pofifeflions, 
abundant  ground  might  be  difeo- 
vered  to  prove  it  probable,  that 
the  preparations  in  queftlon  might 
be  directed,  as  they  were  avowedly 
dated  to  be,  to  colonial  fervice  ; 
yet,  as  it  would  be  extremely  im¬ 
prudent  in  this  country  to  red  with 
Security  on  the  mere  afiertion  of 
France,  while  France  and  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire  flood  under  their  prefent 
critical  circumftances,  and  while  it 
might  poffibly  be  a  mere  pretence 
to  cover  fome  deep  hoftile  defign s 
againft  this  country,  it  became 
Minifters  to  advife  his  Majefty  to 
call  upon  Parliament  to  ftrengthen 
his  hands,  and  enable  him  to  put 
the  country  on  its  defence,  and 
fecure  it  againft  the  chance  of  any 
premeditated  attack  in  any  quar¬ 
ter.  His  Lordfhip  however,  af- 
fured  the  Houfe,  that  the  important 
difeufiions  alluded  to,  did  not  appear 
to  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as  muff  ne- 
ceiTarily  produce  a  war  between 
the  two  countries,  but  might  be 
amicably  adjufted  without  recur¬ 
ring  to  hoftilities. 

Earl  Spencer  and  Lord  Grenville, 
members  of  what  was  called  the 
new  oppofition,  did  not  objedt  to 
the  meafures  announced  in  the  Mef- 
fage,  but,  on  the  contrary,  felt 
confiderable  fatisfadfion  at  the  ftep 

now 
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now  taken  ;  they  cooddered  it  as 
an  earned  of  a  new  fydem  ;  as  a 
pledge  that  the  dignity  and  fafety 
of  the  country  would  at  lad  be 
confulted.  In  meafures  of  con- 
ce/Iion  and  timidity  they  faw  no¬ 
thing-  but  abfolute  ruin.  They  did 
not  however  omit  to  complain  that 
many  eflential  advantages  had  been 
loll  by  the  delay  of  Minifters. 
While  they  had  been  conceding  and 
negotiating,  Prance  had  acquired 
many  important  means  ot  enabling 
herfelf  to  renew  holi.il ities  with 
increafed  advantage.  There  could 
be  no  other  chance  of  faving  the 
country,  but  a  (fuming  vigorous 
meafures,  and  (hewing  the  Firft 
Conful,  decisively,  that  this  nation 
would  bear  no  more  conceflion  ; 
and  was  not  afraid  of  meeting 
France  even  (ingle  handed. 

Lord  Moira,  (peaking  for  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  old  opposition,  would 
not  disturb  the  unanimity  of  the 
vote,  although  he  complained  of 
the  total  obfeurity  in  which  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State  had  left 
the  immediate  caufes  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Meffage.  Wltneffing  too, 
as  we  had  for  fome  time  pad,  the 
domineering  and  hoftile  fpirir  ma- 
nifefted  towards  this  country  by 
the  government  of  France,  he  did 
not  think  it  confident  with  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Houfe,  or  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  this  country,  that  the  Ad- 
drefs  fhould  pafs  coldly.  If  we 
would  conful t  our  mod  immediate 
intered,  as  well  as  maintain  our 
dignity  and  uphold  our  national 
character,  we  mud  let  the  Fird  Con¬ 
ful  perceive  that  we  were  not  <o 
be  intimidated  by  confequences. 
If  we  would  avert  war,  we  mud 
(hew  ourfelves  on  a  level  with  the 
exigency.  We  mud  in  the  im¬ 
mortal  language  of  Shakfpeare, 
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“  lie  furring  as  the  time;  be  fire  with 
fire  ; 

“  Threaten  the  Threatener,  and  Outface 
the  brow 

(i  Of  bragging  honour.” 

Not  from  any  idle  odentation  of 
courage,  but  to  infure  this  folid, 
this  inappreciable  advantage  which 
the  Bard  truly  indicates  would  be 
the  refill t. 

* - — ».«  So  (hall  inferior  eyes 

“  That  borrow  their  behaviour  from  the 
great, 

“  Grow  great  by  your  example,  and  put 
on 

“  The  ufefulfpirit  of  refolution.” 

c(  Still, lie  proceeded,  “  I  think, 
if  the  circumdances  be  fuch  as  to 
call  (or  indant  exertion,  the  coun¬ 
try  ought  without  delay  to  be  ap¬ 
prized  unequivocally  of  its  real 
danger.  We  are  not,  to  meafure 
what  fuch  an  adverfary  may  attempt, 
by  the  difficulties  .with  which  he 
would  have  to  cope.  Every  man 
acquainted  with  the  hidory  of  the 
remarkable  character  who  governs 
France  at  prefent,  ought  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  fo  far  from  damping,  it 
would  rather  llimulate  his  ambition. 
He  has  already  performed  things 
which  appeared  to  all  others  im¬ 
practicable  ;  and  he  has  effected 
them,  becaufe  in  war,  enterprifes 
are  often  rendered  feadble  folely  by 
that  fuppofed  impoffibility  which 
entails  negleCt  of  defend ve  pre¬ 
caution.  We  (hould  prepare  our 
minds  for  an  attempt  at  invadon. 
You  cannot  think  me  weak  enough 
to  hold  forth  to  you  the  poffible 
fubjugation  of  this  country  as  an 
objeCt  of  theremoted  apprehendon; 
but  there  are  points  infinitely  fhort 
of  that  refult,  fo  confonant  to  the 
views  of  the  chief  Conful,  that  one 
cannot  doubt  his  eager  contem- 
[F]  4  plat  ion 
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plation  of  them.  Can  we  mifcoru 
ceive  the  notion  entertained  by 
that  man  of  his  power,  or  can  we 
difguife  to  ourfelyes  what  fort  of 
projects  would  How  from  it,  when 
he  tells  us  and  the  world,  f  that  he 
has  500,000  men  ready  to  chaf- 
tife  any  oppofition  to  his  will ; 
that  all  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
organized  to  his  alliance,  or  inter¬ 
dicted  by  his  influence  from  coun¬ 
tenancing  our  caufe;  that  England 
alone  cannot  ftruggle  with  France/ 
England,  Engle  handed,  not  able 
to  llruggle  with  France  !  Whence, 
he  afked,  did  the  chief  Conful  ac¬ 
quire  this  information  ?  Had  he 
made  this  deduction  from  the  leffon 
which  the  unparalleled  gallantry  of 
Lord  Nelfon,  bellowed  on  him  ? 
Did  he  draw  that  conclufion  from 
the  fplendid  achievements  of  Lord 
Hutchinfon  ?  From  what  period  of 
hiftory  had  he  difeovered  that  Bri- 
tilh  valour,  Engle  handed,  had  not 
always  been  ready  to  grapple  with 
the  power  of  France,  or  had  not 
fhewrt  itfelf  equal  to  the  conflict 

The  Eari  of  Weftmoreland  and 
Lord  Auckland  alfo  fpoke,  expref- 
fing  confidence  in  the  unanimity 
and  fpirit  of  the  people,  and  expo- 
Eng  the  fallacy  of  Bonaparte’s 
Rateraents  with  refpeft  to  the 
wealth  and  refources  of  England. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  in 
the  Lords,  the  Addrefs  was  voted 
without  a  divifion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  moving  it,  obferved  that  in  the 
MeE'age  there  were  two  points  to 
which  his  M  a  jelly  particularly 
referred  ;  the  ft  ate  cf  the  military 
preparations  in  th?  ports  of  France 
and  Holland,  and  the  important 
difcuifions  depending  between  the 
two  governments.  Either  would 


be  feparately  the  ground  for  exer- 
cifing  vigilance  and  circumfpeftion, 
but  conjointly  they  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  fuch  preparations  as 
might  be  fufficient  to  meet  any 
emergency  to  which  circumftanees 
might  give  rife.  With  refpecl  to 
the  difeufiions  referred  to  in  his 
Ma jelly's  Meftage,  it  would  not  be 
expefled  that  he  fhould  particularly 
refer  to  the  fubjecls  of  difpute,  but 
he  had  great  fatisfadlion  in  Eating, 
that  there  was  reafon  to  hope  they  ■ 
would  be  amicably  fettled  on  terms 
confiftent  with  the  intereft  and  the 
honour  of  both  countries.  He 
begged  to  be  clearly  underftood 
that  nothing  Fated  in  the  Melfage, 
or  mentioned  by  him  Eiould  be 
conftrued  into  an  idea  that  the  pre¬ 
parations  which  circumftances  re¬ 
quired  had  any  reference  to  offen- 
Eve  operations ;  they  were  folely 
meafures  of  defence  and  means  of 
precaution.  Thefe  fentiments  were 
enforced  and  explained  by  Lord 
Hawkefbury. 

Mr.  Fox,  although  he  would 
not  oppofe  the  Addrefs,  declared 
that  by  this  vote  he  pledged  him- 
felf  to  no  fpecific  meafure.  What 
were  the  points  in  difpute  could 
not,  in  the  rempteft  degree,  be  col- 
ledled  from  the  Meffage.  No  mem¬ 
ber  knew  whether  thefe  difputes 
were  connected  with  arrangements 
in  Europe,  in  Afia,  or  in  America. 
Before  he  fat  down,  he  had  only 
to  exprefs  a  ilrong  hope  and  trull, 
that,  confidering  the  circumEances 
of  the  country,  Minillers  would 
feel  that  there  never  was  a  Etuation 
in  which  it  was  more  difaftrous  to 
pluqge  the  country  into  an  unne- 
cefiary  war,  and  that  never  were 
any  MiniRers  more  guilty  than 
they  woujd  be  in  recommending 
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or  fupportmg  a  line  of  policy  fo 
deftruftive  of  the  bell  interefts  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Sheridan  gave  his  vote  with 
lefs  referve  than  Mr.  Fox,  and  in 
.animated  language,  repelled  the 
boai’t  that  Great  Britain  was  unable 
iingly  to  contend  again#  France, 
Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville,  and  Dr.  Lau¬ 
rence  complained  that  minifters  re¬ 
quired  the  Addrefs  without  giving 
the  Houfe  any  information  with 
refpeft  to  the  fubjefts  in  difpute, 
Mr.  Windham  particularly  obfer- 
yed  that  it  had  been  often  objected 
to  him,  that  he  faw  no  fafety  in  the 
continuance  of  peace,  and  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  avowing  that  in 
this  refpeft  his  opinion,  fo  far  from 
having  undergone  any  change,  had 
been  confirmed  by  the  experience 
of  every  day.  It  had  been  faid 
that,  indulging  fueh  fentiments,  he 
muft  look  forward  to  a  renewal  of 
war  with  exultation,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  he  fhouid  catch  with  eagernefs 
at  the  profpeft  of  holt iSi ties  which 
now  prefen  ted  itfelf.  This  was, 
however,  a  conclufion  which  was 
not,  ip  the  High  tell  degree,  founded 
In  faft  :  for,  exactly  in  proportion 
as  he  had  feen  dangers  rebuking 
from  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  as 
he  continued  to  fee  thofe  dangers 
daily  increafed,  fo  he  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  a  renewal  of  war  with  the 
greateft  anxiety.  One  of  the  grand 
objections  which  he  had  to  the  peace 
was,  that  it  deprived  the  coun¬ 
try  of  the  means  of  going  again 
to  war  with  any  profpeft  of  advan¬ 
tage.  The  refult  of  this  opinion 
was,  that  he  mult  eonfider  war  as 
an  evil  aggravated  bv  the  peace, 
lie  defired  Minifters  ferioufly  to 
eonfider  the  refponfibility  which 
they  attached  to  themfelves  by  the 


meafures  which  they  now  propofed. 
If  war  was  to  he  the  refult  of  the 
difeuffion  now  depending,  then  they 
would  have  the  refponfibility  of 
plunging  the  country  in  hoftilities, 
when  the  means  of  national  exer¬ 
tion  were  broken  down.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  were  amicably  ad- 
jufled,  they  charged  themfelves  with 
the  refponfibility  of  putting  the 
country  to  vaft  expeneein  addition¬ 
al  preparations ;  while  the  circum- 
liances  which  proved  the  neceffity 
of  theTe  preparations,  they  had  not 
condefcended  to  explain.  In  either 
point  of  view  Mi  inkers  took  on 
themfelves  a  perilous  refponfibility. 

The  Attorney  General  was  fur- 
prifed  at  hearing  fome  gentlemen 
infill  fo  much  on  the  neceffity  of 
explanation.  The  Houfe  was  not 
hardly  dealt  with  in  having  no 
fpecific  explanation  given  of  the 
grounds  of  an  Addrefs,  which  in 
fa  ft  pledged  them  to  nothing  but 
what  their  general  duty  to  their 
Sovereign  and  their  Country  fully 
warranted.  The  exiftence  of  points 
of  difpute  was  known,  and  the 
adoption  of  thefe  meafures  of  pre¬ 
paration  might  accelerate  the  ad- 
j uftmen t  of  thofe  differences,  and  in 
this  view,  explanation  was  unne- 
ceffary  to  induce  members  to  agree 
to  the  Addrefs.  It  might  produce 
confequences  much  to  be  deprecated^ 
without  at  all  affifting  the  Houfe, 
in  coming  to  a  decifion  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  Addrefs.  Minifters, 
in  the  event  of  the  termination  of* 
the  negotiation  in  a  renewal  of 
hoftilities,  had  pledged  themfelves 
to  give  a  full  explanation,  and  with 
this  affurance  the  Houfe  ought  to 
remain  fatisfied.  Differing  radi¬ 
cally  from  Mr.  Windham,  he  was 
difpofed  to  think  that  the  opinion 
of  the  country  in  favour  of  a  war 

was 
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was  the  bell  pledge  of  its  being 
carried  on  with  fpirit  and  fuccefs. 
If  unfortunately  the  negotiations 
fhouldbe  broken  off  without  ami¬ 
cable  adiuffment,  and  if  Miniffers 
fhouldbe  able  to  convince  the  Houle 
and  the  Country  that  indead  of 
provoking  hoffiliti.es,  they  had 
made  every  facrrfrcc  fhort  of  dif- 
honour,  to  procure  the  continuance 
of  peace,  farely  the  country  would 
cordially  go  along  with  them  in 
profecuting  the  war,  and  he  enter¬ 
tained  no  dread  of  the  refulr  of  fuch 
a  con  tell.  The  unanimity  and 
energy  of  the  people  would  fully 
make  up  for  the  fuperior  number 
and  ftrength  of  its  enemies,  and  he 
t ruffed  the  conduct  of  government 
would  be  found  diftinguifhed  by  a 
proper  continuation  of  temperance, 
moderation  and  ffrmnefs.  To  the 
continuance  of  the  peace  they 
would  look  forward  with  anxious 
defire,  and  to  the  unfortunate  re¬ 
newal  of  hoftilities  without  unmanly 
dread. 


loth. 


The  following  day,  ano¬ 
ther  Meffage  from  his  Ma- 


jefty  announced  to  both  Houfes, 
that  he  had  thought  it  neceffary  to 
exercife  the  powers-  veiled  in  him 
by  Ad  of  Parliament,  for  calling 
out,  and  embodying  the  Militia. 
The  Addreffes  were  voted  without 
opposition. 

It  maybe  fit  in  this  place  to 
notice,  that  before  this  period  a 
Bill  had  palled,  for  increafing  the 
time  of  training  the  Militia,  from 
twenty  one  to  twenty  eight 
days  in  every  year,  and  that 
afterward, ,  a  Bill  was  framed 
for  allowing  the  Loras  Lieu¬ 
tenants  of  counties  to  grant 
Commiffions  in  the  Militia  to  of¬ 
ficers  who  had  ferved  in  the  army, 
although  they  did  not  po fiefs  the 


«■ 


qualifications  in  property  required 
by  former  ffatutes.  This  Bill  did 
not  pafs  without  con  fide  rale  oppo- 
ntion,  particularly  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  claufes  were  introduced 
limiting  the  difpenfing  power,  to 
Commiffions  not  exceeding  the 
rank  of  Captain,  and  its  exercife 
to  thole  cafes  alone,  where  perfons 
qualified  in  point  of  property  could 
not  be  found  to  accept  the  Com¬ 
miffions  . 

In  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply,  a  motion  was  made  for 
augmenting  the  Navy  by  10,000 
fearnen,  when  a  debate  of  eonfider- 
able  length  took  place. 

Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Elliot  and  Mr.  Canning,  were 
the  chief  fpeakers  againft  the  Mi- 
niffry  ;  for  they  did  not  direHIy 
oppofe  the  meafure  :  and  Mr.  Dent, 
thinking  it  infufficient,  propofed 
as  an  amendment  that  25,000  ad¬ 
ditional  feamen  fhould  be  voted, 
inffead  of  10,000. 

The  opponents  of  government 
complained  of  want  of  information 
from  thofe  in  office.  The  vote 
which  the  Committee  were  now 
called  upon  to  accede  to,  was 
one  which  involved,  corsfiderations 
of  the  moil  important  nature  j  and 
before  any  member  could,  con- 
fiffently  with  his  duty,  agree  to  it, 
fome  general  exnlantion  was  due 

o  1 1 

on  the  part  of  Miniffers.  In  for¬ 
mer  times  it  was  the  conffantcuftom, 
when  fuch  a  vote  was  fubmitted 
to  the  Houfe,  to  afford  the  moft 
full  and  fatisfadlory  information, 
that  they  might  judge  whether  the 
circumftances  warranted  the  vote 
propofed.  Ever  fince.  the  Trea¬ 
ty  of  Amiens,  the  Houfe  had 
not  been  put  in  poffeffion  of  any 
information  as  to  theuxterior  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  country.  The  par¬ 
liamentary 
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Hmentary  hiftory  of  the  country 
j uliified  the  observation,  that  it 
was  extremely  improper  and  un¬ 
wife  to  go  on  fdiion  after  felfton, 
without  information  which  had 
been  ufual,  when  votes  of  men  and 
monejr  were  demanded.  The  ex~ 
ecutive  power  had  the  full  right 
of  determining,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
on  peace  and  war,  but  this,  did 
not  interfere  with  the  riuht  of  the 

o 

Houfe  to  inquire  how  far  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown  had  exercifed 
their  power  in  a  treacherous  man¬ 
ner,  or  preclude  them  from  pre- 
fenting  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty 
for  their  removal,  if  they  fhould  be 
judged  incapable  of  managing  the 
affairs  of  the  nation  under  perilous 
circumftances,  connected  with  the 
maintenance  of  peace,  or  the  re¬ 
newal  of  war.  The  prerogative  of 
the  crown  to  conclude  peace  was 
clear  and  undifputed,  but  thofe  who 
counfelled  his  Majefty  to  conclude 
any  peace,  were  refponfible  for  the 
merits  of  its  terms,  and  liable  to 
cenfure  if  they  appeared  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  national  honour 
and  fafety.  With  refpett  to  bis 
Majefty T  right  of  declaring  war 
there  was  as  little  doubt  in  theory, 
but  in  practice  a  very  important 
diftinttion  exifted.  In  this  decla¬ 
ration  might  be  involved  every 
principle  of  a  free  conftitution, 
every  thing  connected  with  the 
property,  nay,  the  very  exiftence 
of  the  fubjett.  The  fovereign 
might  be  ill  advifed,  and  experience 
had  fully  proved  this  not  to  be 
merely  a  poftible  cafe.  The 
country  might  be  plunged  into  a 
war,  of  which  it  was  impoffible  to 
fee  either  the  equity  or  the  neeeffi- 
ty.  It  might  be  continued  againft 
the  will  of  the  Parliament  or*the 
people,  and  the  whole,  or  part  of 


every  man’s  property  might  be 
wreftedfrom  him,  if  in  practice  this 
prerogative  of  the  crown  were 
carried  to  all  the  extent  which 
theory  fuppofed.  But,  fitch  a 
conftruttion  of  the  prerogative 
would  ftrike  every  one  as  moo- 
ftrous;  and  while  'in  theory  the 
power  of  the  Sovereign  to  declare 
war,  was  admitted,  in  prattice, 
and  in  fubftance,  Parliament  pof- 
.  fefled  the  privilege  by  which 
alone  that  declaration  could  be 
carried  into  efFett.  This  privi¬ 
lege  was  founded  in  the  means 
they^poiTefied  of  giving  or  with¬ 
holding  the  neceffary  fupplies* 
This  had  an  operation  in  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  war  to  a  conftderable- 
degree,  though  it  was  only  the 
privilege  of  the  purfe  which  the 
Houfe  enjoyed.  As  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  mu  ft  therefore  become 
parties  to  every  war,  it  was  not 
to  be  contended  that  it  fhould  be 
a  mere  echo,  a  mere  docile  receiver 
of  whatever  communication  Mi- 
nifters  might  think  proper  to  make 
under  the  form  of  a  Me  Tec  from 
the  throne.  Without  intending 

to  flatter  Minifters,  it  was  admitted 
that  the  preparations  which  had 
been  recommended  were  founded  on 
a  Arm  and  honeft  convittion  of  their 
expediency.  It  was  not  to  be 

fuppofed  that  they  would  rvillingly, 
and  without  reference  to  any  one 
object  of  advantage,  take  fuch 
flaps,  if  they  did  not  imagine  that 
they  were  effential  to  the  welfare, 
of  the  country.  Their  interefls 
as  well  as  their  character,  equally 
forbad  a  fuppofition,  that  in  this 
inftance  that  they  were  deceiving 
the  Houfe  or  the  Public  ;  but  in- 
ftances  of  fuch  guilt,  were  not 
entirely  unknown.  At  all  events, 
it  was  to  be  recoi letted  that  Mi, 

nifters 
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rafters  were  liable  to  error,  and 
that  what  they  conceived  to  be 
wife  and  politic,  might  if  explained4, 
appear  unwife  and  in  expedient. 

Many  more  remarks  were  made 
on  the  uncertainly  in  which  Par¬ 
liament  was  left  with  refpect  to  the 
objefts  of  difeuffion  alluded  to  in 
liis  MajeftyJs  Meffage,  and  it  was 
obferved  that,  at  a  time  like  the 
prefent,  when  every  exertion  might 
be  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of 
our  independence,  it  was  of  high 
importance  that  the  people  fhouki 
repofe  the  moft  ample  trull  in  his 
Majefty’s  confidential  fervants. 
The  lead  diffidence  in  their  capa¬ 
city  could  tend  only  to  d.i (hearten 
the  people,  and  to  fill  them  with 
aftonifkinent  and  terror.  At  a 
moment  like  this,  when  we  might 
be  called  upon  to  druggie  even 
for  our  exigence  as  a  nation,  it  was 
a  lamentable  confideration  that  the 
whole  ability  of  ‘  the  country  was 
excluded  from  the  government. 
At  the  mod  perilous  crilis  in  which 
the  nation  was  ever  placed,  we 
were  deprived  of  the  opinion,  the 
advice,  the  talents  of  all  thofe  great 
men  whofe  cordial  co-operation  was 
fb  effential  to  the  falvation  of  the 
country. 

On  the  part  of  government  it 
was  dated  that  the  points  on  which 
the  different  members  required  ex¬ 
planation  were  various  and  dif- 
cordant.  One  member  faid,  let 
os  not  hazard  a  war,  and  therefore 
let  Miniflers  (hew  us  that  their 
fyftem  is  conciliatory.  Another 
party  were  afraid  of  too  much  con- 
ceffion,  and  nothing  would  latisfy 
them  but  a  full  explanation,  to 
prove  that  the  national  honour 
had  not  been  compromifed.  What 
advantage,  then,  was  to  be  derived 
from  explanation,  amid  fuch  con¬ 


trariety  of  opinion,  while  on  the 
other  hand,  the  inconveniences  of 
explanation  under  the  prefent  cir- 
c  urn  dances  were  obvious?  It  muff 
be,  clear  that  when  negotiations 
were  pending  which  had  given 
rife  to  confiderable  difputes,  if  they 
were  brought  to  an  amicable  ad- 
juffment,  this  could  only  be  accom¬ 
pli  (he  d  by  ccnceffions  on  the  one 
fide  or  the  other.  Would  it  then 
be  prudent  that  the  nature  of  thefe 
conceffions  fhould,  in  the  prefent 
ftage  of  the  bufmefs,  be  explained  ? 
In  cafes  like  the  prefent,  where 
the  ob lefts  •  in  view  were  not 
brought  to  a  conclufion,  and  where 
meafures,  dm  ply  of  precaution, 
were  propofed,  Miniflers  might 
think  it  their  duty  not  to  afford 
more  than  what  nfight  iuftifv  the 
meafure  they  brought  forward. 
After  the  circumftances  which 
called  for  that  meafure  were 
brought  to  iffue,  then  if  the  degree 
of  information  that  had  been  afford¬ 
ed  to  the  Houfe  appeared  in  {effi¬ 
cient,  was  it  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Hcufe  to  move  an  Addrefs  to 
his  Majeffy,  for  the  production  of 
additional  and  more  fatisfaftory  in¬ 
formation.  The  cafe  of  war,  no 
doubt,  would  prim  a  facie  juffify 
Parliament  in  calling  for  all  peffi- 
ble  information.  It  was  the  duty, 
and  the  ferious  duty  of  Parliament 
to  inquire  into  the  grounds  and 
caufes  of  war,  and  cautioufly  to 
examine  whether  they  were  ne- 
ceffary  and  juft.  But  in  a  cafe  of 
peace,  although  the  terms  of  that 
peace  might  not  be  looked  upon 
as  fatisfaftory,  yet  the  fame  degree 
of  information  refpefting  the  mode 
in  which  it  was  negcciated  fhould 
not  be  infilled  upon.  Befides,  the 
two  cafes  differed  materially  from 
each  other.  The  inconveniences 
»  that 
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that  mipht  attend  the  one,  were 
much  greater  than  what  might 
enfue  from  the  other.  In  the  cafe 
of  war,  thofe  inconveniences  were 
comparatively  finall ;  but  in  that  of 
peace,  after  ail  bickerings  were 
amicably  adjufted  arid  compofed, 
how  furious  might  he  the  incon¬ 
veniences  that  would  refult  from 
expo  ling  to  parliament  all  the 
irritating  circumftances  that  might 
have  attended  the  progrefs  of  a  ne¬ 
gotiation,  while  no  one  adequate 
advantage  or  benefit  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  for  an  uncalled-for  reveal¬ 
ing  of  them  ?  It  was  admitted  that 
there  was  a  wide  difference  between 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  when 
exercifed  in  negotiating  and  con¬ 
cluding  peace,  and  when  exerted 
in  preparations  for,  and  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war.  In  opening  negotia¬ 
tions  for  peace,  and  in  concluding 
them,  the  exercife  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  crown  is  unlimited ; 
though  it  was  competent  after¬ 
wards  for  Parliament  to  canvafs  and 
confider  the  nature  of  the  conditions 
upon  which  peace  had  been  con¬ 
cluded,  and  to  impeach  Minifters, 
or  propofe  their  removal  from 
office,  fhould  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  betray  incapacity  on  their 
part.  But  as  the  queftion  of  war 
involved  a  much  greater  magnitude 
of  difficulties  and  dangers,  lb  fhould 
the  Houfe  be  placed,  (and  in  reality 
it  fo  flood)  in  a  very  different  pof- 
ture  refpefting  that  momentous 
queftion.  It  was  rightly  afferted 
that  the  prerogative  of  the  Houfe 
in  granting  or  withholding  the 
fupplies  fhould  be  held  as  facred 
as  that  of  his  Majefty  in  declaring 
War  ;  and  though  the  Houfe  might 
not  poffefs  a  negative  on  the  adt  of 
declaring  war,  yet  it  moft  certainly 
could  exert  a  practical  negative 
on  the  continuance  or  the  termina¬ 


tion  of  a  war,  by  granting  or  with¬ 
holding  the  fupplies  neceiTary  to  its 
profecution.  This  privilege  of  the 
Houfe,  grew  out  of  the  nature  of  the 
conftitution,  and  was  highly  ef~ 
fential  to  the  intcrefts  and  rights  of 
the  nation.  Minifters  did  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  call  for  any  greater  degree 
of  confidence  than  what  the  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution  ufually  granted  to 
perfons  in  their  fituation  ;  and  fuch  as 
was  founded  on  the  opinion  Parlia¬ 
ment  entertained  of  their  principles 
and  conduft.  All  that  was  re- 
quefted,  or  could  be  expedled,  on  the 
prefect  or  any  future  occafion,  was, 
that  Minifters  fhould  be  fairly  dealt 
with  ;  and  that  the  Houfe  would  not 
prejudge  their  conduft,  nor  with-, 
draw  their  confidence,  unlefs,  upon 
due  examination  and  enquiry,  they 
fhould  be  found  to  have  forfeited 
their  claims  to  it.  The  complaint 
that  all  the  abilities  of  the  nation 
were  excluded  from  the  cabinet, 
was  not  countenanced  by  Mr.  Fox, 
who,  without  entering  generally 
into  the  propofttion,  made  a  ftrong 
exception  in  favour  of  Lord  St, 
Vincent's.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  made  the  following  ob- 
fervations  on  that  fubjedl.  (t  I 
will  readily  avow,  for  myfelf,”  he 
faid  “  and  I  believe  I  may  take 
upon  me  to  make  the  fame  avowal 
for  my  colleagues  in  office,  that 
we  feel  in  their  utinoft  extent  the 
difficult  and  arduous  duties  which 
we  were  called  upon  to  perform, 
and  are  fenftble  of  the  refponfibility 
we  owe  to  the  country  for  their 
due  performance.”  “  I  truft”  he 
added,  “  it  will  ultimately  be 
found,  that  in  the  hands  of  Minif¬ 
ters,  the  fecurity  of  the  country  will 
not  be  endangered,  its  rights  cur¬ 
tailed,  or  its  honour  fullied.  I 
truft  that  it  will  be  found  that  no 
conceffions  have  been  made,  which 

they 
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^hey  will  not  be  able  fully  to 
Juftify  by  the  combined  defire  of 
preferving  peace,  and  fupporting 
the  honour  and  independence  of  the 
country.” 

Mr.  Dent’s  amendment  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  original  mo¬ 
tion  palled  without  a  diviliou. 

For  nearly  a  month  after 
this  debate,  the  public  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  violently  agi¬ 
tated  on  the  pending  negotiations, 
and  although  no  further  communi¬ 
cation  was  made  to  Parliament  ex- 
prefsly  on  the  fubjeCl,  it  was  fre¬ 
quently  introduced  when  other 
topics  were  under  confederation. 
At  the  approach  of  Eafter,  it  was 
movedin  bothHoufes  to  adjourn  for 
twelve  days,  and  no  objection  was 
made  in  either  Houfe ;  although 
the  Earl  of  Carlifle  exprefted  difia- 
tisfa&ion  at  not  having  yet  re¬ 
ceived  information  on  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  lituation  in  which  the  coun¬ 
try  was  placed.  It  was  not  his 
wilh  then  to  interrupt  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  government ;  butj  the  time 
would  fhortly  come,  when  a  long 
catalogue  of  events  mull  be  brought 
under  confideration,  and  when  Mi- 
nifters  ihould  be  called  on  to  give 
an  account  of  what  they  had  done. 
Their  whole  conduct  mull  then  un¬ 
dergo  a  thorough  iaveftigation  ;  a 
full  and  accurate  inquiry  Ihould  be 
fet  on  foot  into  every  material 
event  which  had  taken  place  fince 
the  figning  of  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace.  In  the  lower  Houfe,  Mr. 
Patten  fa  id,  if  no  material  change 
Ihould  take  place  in  our  political 
lituation  during  the  recefs,  .  he 
ihould,  at  a  very  early  day  after¬ 
wards,  bring  forward  a  quellion  of 
inquiry  into  the  Hate  ot  the  na¬ 
tion. 


7  th 
April 


When  Parliament  rea {fem-  <■ 
bled,  Minifters  were  ft  ill  un-  *9*  - 
able  to  afford  the  expe&ed  infor¬ 
mation.  Mr.  Patten  had  fixed  a 
day  for  making  his  motion,  of  in¬ 
quiry,  but  was  prevented  from  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  it  by  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who,  obferved  that  he  un¬ 
derstood  it  to  be  the  wifh  of  many 
members,  that  the  difcuffion  Ihould, 
during  the  prefent  uncertainty  of 
political  events,  be  poftponed,  as,  in 
the  event  ©f  hoftilities,  they  Ihould 
feel  no  difpofition  to  oppofe  this 
arrangement;  but  if  the  contrary, 
then  they  Ihould  wifh  to  ftate  their 
objections.  He,  for  his  part,  was 
perfePdy  prepared  to  accede  to  this 
fuggeftion,  and  Ihould  therefore 
propofe  to  defer  the  difcuffion  for  a 
week,  as  in  the  interval  he  enter¬ 
tained  ftrong  hope  and  expectation 
that  he  Ihould  be  able  to  afford  a  com¬ 
munication  on  the  fubjeCl  on  which 
the  public  mind  bad  been  long  ex¬ 
tremely  anxious.  After  a  Ihort 
converfation,  this  proportion  was 
acceded  to,  and  the  intended  mo¬ 
tion-  of  Mr.  Patten  was  put  off 
without  any  day  being  fixed  for  its 
difcuffion. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  Earl  of 
Darnley  obferved  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  that  he  felt  obliged  to  fay 
a  few  words  on  the  alarming  and 
anxious  ftate  of  the  public  mind, 
as  to  the  lituation  in  which  the 
country  had  flood,  ever  fince  the 
delivery  of  his  Majefty’s  Meffage 
calling  for  military  preparation. 
The  public  had,  it  muft  be  con- 
feffed,  evinced  the  molt  extraor¬ 
dinary  patience,  and  had  given 
Minifters  credit  for  the  fmcerity  of 
their  declarations,  that  they  would, 
at  an  early  period,  come  forward 

with 


2d 

May. 
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with  fome  communication  as  to  the 
real  pofture  of  affairs  between  this 
country  and  France.  He  believed 
the  patience  of  the  public,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  was  nearly  exhaufted  ;  his  own 
mind  was  filled  with  anxious 
wifhes  for  fome  explanation  on  the 
fubjeft,  and  therefore  he  gave 
notice  that  he  would,  fpeedily,  bring 
forward  fome  motion  to  termi¬ 
nate  this  ftate  of  fufpenfe.  During 
the  converfation  occafioned  by  this 
remark,  the  promife  of  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  lower 
Houfe  was  mentioned,  and  the  mat¬ 
ter  proceeded  no  further. 

Before  the  time  appointed 
by  the  Minifter,  information 
was  given  to  parliament, 
tending  to  confirm  the  apprehenfion 
that  war  was  inevitable.  Lord 
Pelham  ftated  that  the  French  em- 
bafiador  had  that  dav  fent  for  his 
paffports,  in  order  that,  as  foon  as 
it  was  known  that  Lord  Whitworth 
had  left  Paris  to  come  to  England, 
he  might  leave  London  with  his 
fuite,  and  depart  for  Paris.  His 
Lordfhip  faid,  Lord  Whitworth 
had  been  ordered  to  prefs  the 
bringing  the  negotiation  to  a  con- 
clufion,  and  inftruHions  were  alfo 
fent  to  him,  that  in  cafe  he  could 
not  fucceed  in  attaining  that  objetft, 
he  fhould  quit  Paris  as  on  Tuefday 
jaft.  Whether  he  was  on  his  way 
home,  his  Majefty’s  confidential 
,  fervants  were  uninformed,  as  the 
meflenger  had  not  not  yet  arrived, 
and  they  could  only  conjecture 
from  the  French  embaflador’s  hav¬ 
ing  fent  for  his  paffports  that  day. 
As  this  communication  was  at¬ 
tended  with  a  propofition  to  ad. 
journ,  though  but  for  a  day  (from 
Friday  to  Monday)  a  fpirited  de¬ 
bate  enfued,  in  which  the  Earl  of 
Darnley,  Earl  Spencer,  and  the 


6th 

May 


Earl  of  Carlifle  vehemently  cenfured 
the  difcontinuance  of  the  fitting,  al- 
though  forfo  fhort  a  term,  as  tending 
to  increafe  the  uneafmefs  of  the 
public,  and  perhaps  to  delay  a  com¬ 
munication  by  which  it  might  be 
intirely  difpelled.  They  even 
divided  the  Houfe  on  the  queftion* 
but  the  three  objecting  Peers  were 
oppofed  by  twenty  nine. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  fid!! 
more  firenuous  debate  was  main¬ 
tained,  but  as  it  tended  to  occafion 
improper  difclofures,  Mr.  Pole 
Carew  moved  the  exclufion  of 
ft  rangers  from  the  gallery,  confe- 
quently  only  a  few  of  the  early 
fpeeches  are  publifhed.  In  this 
Houfe  too  there  was  divifion,  in 
which  the  number  for  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  was  185  ;  that  for  fitting  on 
Saturday  95. 

On  the  Monday,  Lord 
Pelham  informed  the  Houfe 
that  a  change  of  circumftances  had 
induced  Lord  Whitworth  to  delay 
his  leaving  the  capital  of  France,, 
but  this  alteration  had  not  been  at¬ 
tended  with  any  change  except  the 
neceffary  delay  which  arofe  from 
the  facl  irfelf,  and  he  entertained  a 
confident  hope  that  he  would  (Port¬ 
ly  be  enabled  to  make  a  regular 
communication  to  the  Houfe. 
This  declaration  was  deemed  fatis- 
fa&ory  by  the  Lords  in  oppofition, 
and  the  Earl  of  Darnley,  with  the 
affent  of  Earl  Spencer,  agreed  to 
poftpone  his  intended  motion.  A 
fimilar  intimation  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  Lower  Houfe  without 
any  obe.rfervation. 

'  When  Friday  returned, Lord  . 
Grenville  Levifon  Gower,  an-  •' 
ticipated  the  intention  of  Mirifter* 
to  movefor  an  adjournment  till  Mon¬ 
day,  by  propofing  that  the  Houfe 

fhould 
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fhould  at  its  riling,  adjourn  till  the 
next  day.  This  proportion  was 
not  only  founded  on  the  anxiety 
of  the  public,  but  alfo  fupported 
by  the  declarations  and  promifes 
of  Minifters  themfelves.  It  was 
now  a  week  fince  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  made  an  im¬ 
portant  communication  to  the 
Houle*  which  nearly  deprived  all 
perfons  of  the  hope  that  the  points 
in  dlfpute  would  be  amicably  ter¬ 
minated,  and  yet,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  he  moved  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  until  Monday,  hating,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  thought  Lord 
"Whitworth  had  left  Paris.  On 
Monday  he  had  informed  the 
Houfe  that  a  new  proportion  had 
been  made  to  Lord  Whitworth  by 
the  French  government,  which 
induced  him  to  podpone  his  de¬ 
parture,  but  matters  were  in  fuch 
a  traiii,  that  a  decifive  refult  mull 
take  place  by  Tuefday  or  Wednes¬ 
day.  Coupling  thefe  declarations 
with  that  which  he  underlined  to 
be  a  faft,  that  the  anfwer  of  Minif- 
ters  to  the  new  propofitio*  of  the 
French  government  was  fent  off 
©n  Saturday  night,  and  that  the 
meffenger  who  conveyed  it  reached 
Paris  on  Monday  lad,  was  it  not 
reafonable  to  expedi,  notwithdand- 
ing  the  alfertions  of  the  Minifler, 
that  the  decifive  refult  would  be 
received  that  night  or  next  day. 
Indeed,  he  believed  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  would  hard¬ 
ly  venture  to  fay,  that  the  meflen- 
ger  might  not  arrive  even  before 
the  Houfe  was  adjourned.  Under 
fuch  circumdanees,  was  it  too  much 
to  alk  that  the  Houfe  fhould  fit 
next  day,  in  order,  that  if  any  deci¬ 
five  intelligence  fhould  be  received, 
the  ininider  might,  in  his  place, 
if  no  official  communication  could 


be  immediately  made,  date  W 
the  Houfe  the  nature  of  that  intelli¬ 
gence,  in  order  that  the  anxious 
curiofity  of  the  public  might  be' 

gratified  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  however, fa  id  he  was  thorough¬ 
ly  convinced  no  information  could 
be  received,  in  confequenee  of 
which  any  official  communication 
could  talce  place,  within  the  time 
which  the  noble  mover  deemed  to' 
have  in  view  ;  nay  more,  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  com¬ 
munication  fhould  be  made  to  the 
Houfe  on  this  fubjedd,  until  the 
points  under  difeufiion  between  the 
two  governments  fhould  be  fatif- 
fafforily  adjuded,  or  until  Lord 
Whitworth  fhould  have  actually 
arrived  in  this  country.  There 
was  not  the  lead  probability  that 
any  communication  could  be  made 
the  next  day  ;  and  even  if  there 
were  any  flight  likelihood  of  it, 
he  would  not  hold  it  becoming 
the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  or  duly 
confulting  the  convenience  of  its 
members,  to  propofe  their  aflenu 
bling'on  an  unufual  day,  merely 
on  the  chance  of  a  communication, 
for  which,  however,  there  was  no 
reafon  even  to  hope. 

The  motion  being  alfo  objedded 
to  as  irregular,  it  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  made  the  expelled  motion  for 
an  adjournment  till  Monday,  which 
after  confiderable  refidance,  was 
carried  without  a  divifion. 

When  Parliament  re-af-  ^  . 
fembled,  all  doubts  were 
terminated  by  a  Mefifage  from  the 
King  to  both  Houfes,  dating  the 
recall  of  his  embaflador  from  Paris, 
and  the  departure  of  the  French 
embaflador  from  London.  His 
Majefty  faid  he  had  given  direc¬ 
tions 
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liens  For  laying  before  Parliament 
with  as  little  delay  as  poftible, 
copies  of  fuch  Papers  as  would 
afford  the  fulled:  information  at  this 
important  conjundure.  It  was  a 
confolation  to  him  to  refled,  that 
no  endeavours  had  been  wanting, 
on  his  part,  to  preferve  to  his  fub- 
jedPs  the  bleffings  of  peace ;  but 
under  the  circumftances  which  had 
occurred  to  difappoint  his  juft  ex¬ 
pectations,  he  relied  with  confi¬ 
dence  on  the  zeal  and  public  fpirit 
Of  his  Commons,  and  on  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  his  brave  and  loyal  Subjects, 
to  fupport  him  in  his  determination 
to  employ  the  power  and  refources 
of  the  nation,  in  oppofing  the  fpirit 
of  ambition  and  encroachment 
which  actuated  the  councils  of 
France,  in  upholding  the  dignity 
of  his  Crown,  and  in  afferting  and 
maintaining  the  rights  and  interefts 
of  his  People. 

It  was  propofed,  in  both  Houfes, 
to  take  thefe  Papers  into  confidera- 
tion  on  the  following  Monday. 
Lord  Stanhope  while  lie  deprecated 
war,  did  not  oppofe  this  propofi- 
tion,  becaufe  the  interim  would 
afford  an  opportunity  for  that 
Houfe  to  difcufs  a  fubjed  of  the 
moft  vital  importance — a  fubjed 
upon  which  his  Majefty’s  Minifters 
had  long  received  information  ; 
namely,  that  the  French  government 
were  in  poffeffion  of  a  plan  received 
from  an  American  gentleman, 


whereby  they  would  be  enabled 
to  effed  the  deftrudion  of  the  fleets 
of  this  country  by  means  which 
our  admirals  could  not  prevent, 
and  of  the  pradicabiJity  of  which 
he  was  as  fure  as  of  his  exiftence. 
On  this  important  fubjed,  he  had 
himfelf  made  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  many  months  lince, 
a  communication,  to  which  he  did 
not  experience  the  attention  which 
he  thought  a  fubjed  of  fo  much 
importance  demanded.  What  he 
wilhednow  to  know,  and  what  the 
Houfe  was  entitled  to  demand, 
was,  had  his  Majefty’s  Minifters 
attended  to  this  alarming  fubjed; 
had  they  inquired  into  its  poliibili- 
ty,  or  concerted  the  means  to  avert 
it  ?  They  were  apprized  that  not 
only  their  (hips  might  be  deftroyed 
in  their  harbours  bv  this"' projed, 
but  even  the  channel  of  the  river 
Thames  itfelf  might  be  deftroyed 
by  it ;  and  if  Minifters  did  not  food 
make  an  explicit  communication 
on  this  matter,  he  fhould,  on  that 
day  fe’nnight  bring  forward  a 
queftion  upon  it.  To  thefe  obfer- 
vations,  no  anfwer  was  given. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
Motion  was  alfo  unoppofed,  the  only 
requifttion  much  preffed  was,  that 
the  Papers  alluded  to  in  the  Mef- 
fage  fhould  be  delivered  as  foon  as 
poffible  ;  and  Lord  Hawke  (bury* 
promifed  them  on  the  next  day 
but  one. 


CHAP.  VIII; 

tStdtenieni  of  the  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  fo  far  as  it  rcla - 
led  to  Malta .  Stipulations  in  the  Treaty  of  Amietts  on  that  fubjefi  ;  ineffec¬ 
tual  applications  to  the  continental  powers  to  guarantee  the  independence  of 
the  order  ;  repnfentation  of  M.  Otto  on  the  fubjedl  ;  anfwer  of  Lord  H aw  kef- 
XLV„  or  Voju,  IIL  New  Series,  [G]  bury; 
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bury  ;  evident  anxiety  of  France  to  gain  poffifion  of  the  IJland ;  jlatement  of 
the  Britifj  Min  fry  on -the  fubjedi  ;  declaration  of  Talleyrand.  Inter « 
vievj  of  Lord  Whitvoorth  vjith  Bona  parti ;  explanations  of  Talleyrand ; 
further  remou/l ranees  of  the  Britifj  government ;  publication  of  the  French 
Expoje  ;  the  King’s  Mejfage  to  Parliament ;  peremptory  demand  of  France 
ref  pelting  Malta  ;  Note  from  general  Andreoffy  to  'Lord  JAavjkeJbury  ;  the 
King’s. ,  Meffage  communicated  to  Tally  rand ;  his  jlatement  of the  feelings  of 
the  Firji  Conful ;  Note  containing  the  intentions  of  France  in  cafe  of  armaments  ; 
behaviour  of  Bonaparte  to  Lord  Whitvoorth  at  the  court  of  the  Thuilleries  ; 
remonfl ranee  of  General  And reefy  ;  reply  of  the  Britijh  government ;  observa¬ 
tions  ;  further  progrefs  op'  the  negotiation ;  various  ineffectual  propofals  5 
Lord  Whitvoorth  quits  France  ;  Declaration  of  his  Majejly. 


THE  Papers  laid  before  Parlia¬ 
ment  by  Minifters  afforded  a 
diftincl:  view  of  the  rife  andprogrefs 
of  thofe  difeuffions  which  termina¬ 
ted  in  war  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  France,  The  fubordinate 
eaufes  of  contention  difclofed  in 
them  have  already  been  noticed  in 
this  volume;  particularly  the  fei- 
zure  of  Englifh  vetTels  on  the  coaft 
of  France  ;  the  umbrage  taken  by 
the  Firft  Conful  at  the  refidence  of 
certain  emigrants  in  London ;  at 
the  freedom  of  the  Englith  prefs, 
and  at  the  intended  interference  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  caufe  of  Swit¬ 
zerland  ;  the  million  of  fpies  under 
the  name  of  commercial  agents  ; 
the  general  abufivenefs  of  the  French 
official  papers ;  the  infolent  Report 
of  Sebaftiand  publifhed  by  the 
French  government ;  and  the  viru¬ 
lent  and  infdking  reports  publifhed 
from  time  to  time  as  official  docu¬ 
ments;  particularly  that  wherein 
it  was  ftated  that  England  alone 
could  not  maintain  a  conteft  againft 
France.  Allulion  has  alfo  been 
made  to  the  diftatisfaftion  of  the 
French  government  at  the  delay  in 
evacuating  Malta,  and  as  that, 
although  not  the  firft  or  original 
caufe  of  conteft,  became  latterly 
of  the  higheft  importance,  and  was 
finally  that  which  led  dire&lv  to 


the  rupture,  it  will  be  neceflar y 
to  ftate  exa&ly  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeuffions  refpedfing  that  objedi. 

The  10th  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens  declared  that  Malta, 
Gozo,  and  Camino  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  order  of  Saint  John  of 
jerufalem,  under  certain  ftipula- 
tions. 

1  ft.  The  krlights  in  a  general 
chapter,  were  to  eleft  a  grand  maf- 
ter;  but  if  an  eleftion  was  already 
made,  it  was  not  to  be  conftdered 
valid,  unlefs  it  had  taken  place  be¬ 
fore  the  ratification  of  the  preli¬ 
minaries. 

2d.  The  Englifh  and  French 
langues  were  to  be  aboliihed ;  nor 
could  any  individual  belonging  to 
either  of  thofe  powers  be  admiiTible 
into  the  order, 

fd.  A  Maltefe  langue  was  efta- 
blifned,  compofed  of  natives  of  the 
three  iflands. 

4th.  The  Britidi  troops  were  to 
evacuate  theiftand  in  three  months, 
and  it  was  then  to  be  delivered  to 
the  order,  provided  the  grand 
maker,  or  commiffioners  fully  em¬ 
powered,  according  to  the  fta rates 
of  the  order,  were  upon  the  i/land 
to  receive  pofiefiion,  and  a  force 
afterwards  ftipulated  to  be  furnish¬ 
ed  by  his  Sicilian  Majefty  fhould 
be  arrived. 

-5  th  Tile 
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$fli.  The  garrifon  was  always  to 
aonfift  half.of  native  Maltefe,  the 
remainder  to  be  recruited  from 
thofe  countries  which  continued  to 
poffefs  langues. 

6th.  The  independence  of  the 
iflands,  as  well  as  the  prefen t  ar¬ 
rangement,  w'as  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Auftria,  Rufiia,  Spain,  and  Pruflia. 

After  fome  lefs  important  ftipu- 
lations  the  Twelfth  article  was 
comprifed  in  thefe  terms.  li  His 
Sicilian  Majefty  fhall  be  invited 
to  furnifh  two  thoufand  men, 
natives  of  his  dominions,  to  ferve 
as  a  garrifon  for  the  feveral  fort- 
reffies  upon  the  ill  and.  This  force 
fhall  remain  there  for  one  year, 
from  the  period  of  the  reftitution  of 
the  ifland  to  the  knights ;  after  the 
expiration  of  which  term,  if  the 
order  of  Saint  John  fnall  not  in  the 
opinion  of  the  guaranteeing  powers, 
have  raifed  a  fufficient  force  to 
garrifon  the  ifland  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies  in  the  manner  propofed  in 
paragraph  5,  the  Neapolitan 
troops  fhall  remain,  until  they 
fhall  be  releafed  by  another  force, 
judged  to  be  fufficient  by  the  faid 
powers  ;  and 

13th.  The  feveral  powers  fpeci- 
fed  in  paragraph  6,  videlicet, 
Great  Britain,  France,  Auftria, 
Rufiia,  Spain,  and  Pruflia,  fhall  be 
invited  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
arrangement. 

From  thefe  articles  it  appears, 
that,  for  the  fatisfaftion  not  only 
of  England  and  France,  but  of  all 
the  other  maritime  powers,  the 
neutrality  and  independence  of 
Malta  were  heceffary,  and  that 
they  could  be  fecured  only  by  the 
guaranty  mentioned  in  the  treaty. 
But  Bonaparte,  fixed  his  intire 
attention  on  the  ftipulation  that 


the  Britifh  forces  fhonld  evacuate 
.  the  ifland  in  three  months,  provi¬ 
ded  the  Neapolitan  troops  ihould 
have  arrived.  The  enforcement 
of  this  ftipulation  accorded  exactly 
with  his  views,  and  it  was  moll 
confiftent  with  them  that  the  gua¬ 
ranty  Ihould  be  neglected,  or  even 
impeded  rather  than  advanced.  The 
Englifh  Miniftry,  on  the  contrary ^ 
were  anxious  not  for  the  pofteilioti 
of  Malta,  whicl\,  as  a  colony  was 
of  no  value,  as  it  prefented  no  ad¬ 
vantage  to  make  amends  for  the 
neceffary  expences  of  defence  and 
adminiftration,  and  could  offer  no 
new  fources  for  the  beneficial  em¬ 
ployment  of  Britifh  induftry  ;  but 
they  were  folicitous  for  the  per¬ 
manent  independence  of  a  poft,  the 
importance  of  which  recent  ex¬ 
perience  had  put  out  of  doubt,  and 
therefore  exerted  their  utraoft  efforts 
in  procuring  effectual  guaranties. 

The  molt  early  and  earneft  ap^ 
plications  were  made  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Rufiia,  and  fome  fcruples, 
which  he  at  firft  entertained,  hav¬ 
ing  been  overcome,  the  Britifh 
Embaffador  expreffed  hopes  that  he 
would  be  induced  to  guarantee  the 
whole  arrangement.  France  had 
nor,  however,  at  that  period,  made 
any  application,  nor  does  it  appear 
to  have  been  her  intention  that  the 
guaranty  of  Rufiia  fhotiid  ever  be 
obtained. 

More  than  two  months  had 
elapfed  after  the  execution  of  the 
Definitive  Treaty,  before  any  official 
communication  from  France  was 
made  on  the  fubje<5l  of  Malta,  and 
then  it  was  announced 
that  M.  Vial  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Minifter  pleni- 
potentiar)',  and  the  Britifh  govern, 
ment  on  the  next  day  declared  that 
thef  had  nominated  $ii  Alexander 
[G]  2  Ball, 
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Ball.  In  the  fubfequent  correfpon-  t'ion  of  the  intention  of  his  Iiiipe- 
dence,  the  temporary  mode  rial  Majefly,  by  the  conftant  affir- 
7  of  electing  a  grand  raa.  ranee  that  the  French  Minifter  was 
*  her  by  a  reference  to  without  inftru&ions.  At  Berlin, 
the  Pope,  was  agreed  to.  The  where  the  government  was  known 
King  of  England  declared  he  had  to  be  under  the  influence  of  France, 
no  other  end  in  view  than  the  due  hoftile  to  Auftria,  and  not  cordial 
fulfilling  of  the  loth  Article  of  the  towards  England,  the  French 
Treaty;  adverted  to  the  ftipula-  Minifter  did  not  receive  his  inftruc- 
tion  that  Auftria,  R ultra,  and  tions  till  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  and 
Pruftia  ftiould  be  foiicited  to  accede  the  ftate  of  the  cabinet  did  not 
to  the  arrangement ;  and  intimated  permit , the  Brit ifh  envoy  to  hope 
a  defire  that  France  fhould  give  in-  for  a  fpeedy  or  fatisfatftory  anfwer. 
ftroftions  to  her  Minifters  in  thofe  Spain,  the  remaining  power  to  be 
countries  to  make,  conjointly  with  combined  in  the  guaranty,  wasjuft- 
the  Britifh  Minifters,  acommunica-  ly  confidered  as  abfolutely  govern- 
tion  inviting  them  to  join  in  the  ed  by  France,  and  was  already 
guaranty  of  the  ifland.  The  an-  known  to  be  taking  -meafures  for 
fwerof the  French  Minifter  for  Fo-  preventing  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
reign  Affairs  (dated  9th  of  June,  the  order  of  Malta,  by  confiscating 
but  kept  back  eight  days}  concurred  the  priories  which  formed  a  prin- 
in  the  fentiments  of. the  King,  and  cipal  part  of  their  revenue, 
promifed  the  required  co-operation  Thus  after  feveral  months  had 
of  Minifters.  elapfed  beyond  the  period  in  which 

Meafures  for  obtaining  the  glia-  Great  Britain  fhould  have  evacuated 
ranty  were  however,  languidly  Malta,  and  four  days  after 
purfued.  England  had  been  par-  an  angry  Note  had  been  de-  ^  ^ 
ticularly  aftive  and  urgent  on  the  iivered  refpedting  emigrants 
fubjedt ;  France  fullenly  cold  or  and  the  prefs,  M.  Otto  reprefented 
perverfely  infidious.  The  court  to  Lord  Hawkefbury,  that  General 
of  Vienna,  which  was  fuppofed  Vial,  having  fet  out  for  Malta 
friendly  to  England,  cordially  ac-  about  the  20th  of  July,  would 
ceded  to  the  Treaty,  and  although  foon  be  in  a  condition  to  enter  in¬ 
to  concert  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty’s  Minifter  plenipotentiary  on 
to  Count  Cobentzel  the  10th  Arti-  the  evacuation.  The  time  allowed 
cle  of  the  Treaty,  Hated  that  he  for  that  purpofe  having  already 
had  not  received  any  orders  ref-  expired,  and  to  prevent  delay  in 
pefting  it,  yet  on  the  20th,  of  executing  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
Auguft,  the  Emperor’s  a<R  of  gua-  the  Firft  Conful  would  have  been 
ranty  arid  acceptation  wa3 obtained,  desirous  that  the  two  thoufand 
To  Ruffia,  which  was  confidered  Neapolitans  could  have  been  t ran f- 
neuter,  and  not  particularly  inclined  ported  to  Malta  at  an  early  period; 
to  favour  either  party,  the  French  but  Mr  Drummond,  the  Britifh 
government  could  not  be  pre\  ailed  minifter  at  Naples  had  not  been 
on  to  make  any  application;  and  authorized  by  his  government  to 
Lord  St.  Helen's  was  baffled  in  all  facilitate  this  tranfport,  and  the 
his  attempts  to  obtain  an  explana-  motive  alleged  was  that  the  fti¬ 
pula  t  ions 


,  .  ,  the  French  embaffador, 
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filiations  which  ought  to  precede  it, 
not  being  fuelled,  the  evacuation 
could  not  take  place.  In  conclu- 
fion,  he  required  the  British  Minif- 
try  to  give  general  inftrulftions  to 
his  Majefty's  plenipotentiaries  at 
Naples,  and  at  Malta,  that  the 
evacuation  and  other  conditions 
of  the  loth  Article  might  be  exe¬ 
cuted  without  obftacle,  and  with¬ 
out  thofe  plenipotentiaries  conceiv¬ 
ing  themfelves  obliged  to  refer  to 
their  governments  cn  each  of  the 
fucceftive  operations. 

In  anfwering  this  Note,  Lord 
Hawkeffury  accounted  for  the  de¬ 
lay  which  had  arifen  to  prevent 
the  failing  of  the  Neapolitans,  and 
gave  affurances  that  they  no  longer 
exifted.  In  anfwer  to  other  parts 
of  rhe  Note,  after  averting  the 
anxious  defire  of  his  Majefty  to  fee 
all  ftipulations  in  the  toth  Article 
of  the  Definitive  Treaty  carried 
into  effect,  with  the  utmoft  punct¬ 
uality  and  with  the  leak  p/offible 
delay,  he  noticed  the  circumftance 
of  the  French  Minifters  both  at 
Peterfburg  and  Berlin  being  with¬ 
out  inft  ructions,  and  requeued  that 
proper  inftru&ions  might  forthwith 
be  tranfmitted,  that  the  bufinefs 
might  be  brought  to  a  conclunon. 

Such  was  the  date  of  this  dif- 
cuffion,  till  the  time  when  the 
more  angry  remonftrances  refpeft- 
ing  the  effufions  of  the  Brit  iff 
prefs  were  made,  and  when  Swit¬ 
zerland,  and  the  million  and  Report 
of  Seballiani,  together  with  other 
caufes,  increafed  the  irritation  of 
the  French  and  the  uneafinefs  of 
the  Britiff  government,,  The  court 
of  Berlin,  favouring  the  views  of 
France,  and  following  profeffedly 
the  example  of  Spain,  pretended  to 
take  but  flight  intereft  in  the  fate 


of  the  illand,  withheld  its  guaran¬ 
tee,  and  {poke  only  the  language 
of  indifference  and  procraftination. 
The  Emperor  of  Ruftia,  being  tar¬ 
dily  invited  by  France-,  at  length 
promifed  that  he  would  ac-  , 
cede  to  the  ftipulation  in  the  M 
ioth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  0/ 
Amiens,  on  certain  conditions, 
which  were  to  be  confidered  as 
forming  an  integral  part  of  that 
compact,  and  on  which  all  the 
other  powers  were  to  be  confulted. 

Early  in  the  enfuing  year,  and 
after  many  violent  and  intuiting 
publications  in  France  befides 
Sebaftiani’s  Report,  had  given  juft 
offence  to  the  Britiff  government, 
Talleyrand  made  to  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth  the  folemn  demand  already 
noticed*,  that  Malta  ftiould  be 
immediately  evacuated.  This 
demand  was  eaiily  difeerned  to  be 
a  part  of  the  grand  projeft.  France 
had  hopes  of  obtaining  that  Iiland, 
which  would  afford  an  excellent 
ftep  towards  the  acqu;fition  of  the 
further  objects  of  ambition  ;  but  it 
was  not  indifpen fable  that  France 
fhould  poffefs  Malta,  provided  it 
could  be  wrung  from  the  hands  of 
England,  the  only  naval  power  able 
to  thwart  her  vievs.  Such  being 
the  obvious  views  of  Bonaparte, 
the  Miniftry  forwarded  a  difpatch 
to  Lord  Whitworth,  recapi-  . 
tulating  the  fyftem  of  com- 
penfation  which  formed  the 
bafis  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  the 
fubfequent  aggrandifement  of 
France,  by  annexation,  in  various 
quarters,  and  the  increafe  of  her 
influence  by  interference  in  the 
affairs  of  Holland  and  Switzerland, 
notwithftanding  the  ftipuktion  for 
their  independency.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  would  have  warranted 


*  Se-e  Page  67. 
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a  claim  Of  new  equivalents,  but 
his  Majofty,  anxious  to  prevent 
ini  funder  ft  anding,  was  willing  to 
have  waived  his  pretenfions  of  this 
nature ;  and  as  the  other  articles 
of  the  Definitive  Treaty  had  been 
in  a  courfe  of  execution  on  his  part, 
fo  he  would  have  been  ready  to 
carry  into  effeCl  the  true  intent  and 
fpirit  of  the  ioth  Article,  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  which,  according  to  its 
terms  had  been  rendered  imprac¬ 
ticable  by  circumftances  which  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  controul. 
A  communication  would  have  been 
prepared  conformably  to  this  dif- 
pofition,  |f  the  attention  of  his 
Majefty’s  government  had  not 
been  attracted  by  the  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  publication  of  the  Report  ot 
Colonel  Sebaftiani  to  the  Firft 
Conful,  which  appearing  in  the 
official  paper,  with  an  official  title 
affixed  to  it,  inuft  be  confidered  as 
authorized  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  This  Report,”  it  was 
added,  “  contains  the  inoft  urijuf- 
tifiahle  infinuations  and  charges 
againft  the  officer  who  commanded 
his  Majefty's  forces  in  Egypt,  and 
againft  the  Britifh  army  in  that 
quarter  ;  infinuntlons  and  charges 
wholly  deftitute  of  foundation,  and 
fuch  as  would  warrant  his  Mai  eft  v 
}n  demanding  that  ffitisfadiian, 
which,  on  ocean ons  of  this  nature, 
independent-  powers  in  a  ftate  of 
amity  have  a  right  to  expert  from 
each  other.  Itdifclofes,  moreover, 
views  in  the  high-eft  degree  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  interefts  of  his  Majcf- 
ty’s  dominions,  and  di redly  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  the 
Treaty  ol  Peace.  His  Majefty 
cannot,  therefore,  regard  the  con- 
dubl  of  the  French  government  on 
various  occafions  ft  nee  the  conclu- 
fton  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,,  the 


infinuatjons  and  charges*  contained 
ifi  theReport  of  Colonel  Sebaftiani, 
and  the  views  which  that  Report 
difclofes,  without  feeling  it  necef* 
fary  for  him  diftiftfftly  to  declare, 
that  it  will  be  impoffible  for  him 
to  enter  into  any  further  difeuffion 
relative  to  Malta,  unlefs  he  re¬ 
ceives  fatbfadlory  explanation  on 
the  fubjedt  of  this  communication. 

In  reply  to  this  Letter,  ^ 
Talleyrand,  in  a  converfa- 
tion  with  Lord  Whitworth  e 
admitted  that  the  jealoufy  we  felt 
on  the  {core  of  Egypt,  with  a  view 
to  our  poffieflions  in  India,  was 
natural.  But  he  could  not  admit 
that  any  thing  had  appeared  in  the 
Conduct  of  the  French  government 
to  juftify  alarm.  He  afferted  Se- 
baftiani’s  million  to  be  ftridlly 
commercial,  and  expatiated  on  the 
fmcere  defire  of  the  Firft  Conful 
to  maintain  peace;  adding,  that 
the  fituation  of  the  French  finances 
was  fuch,  that  were  not  this  defire 
of  peace  in  the  Firft  Conful  an 
effiett  of  fyftem,  it  would  be  molt 
imperionfly  dictated  to  him  by  the 
total  impofiibility  in  which  the 
country  found  itfelfiri  carrying  on 
that  extend  ve  ftate  of  warfare, 
which  even  a  partial  rupture 
would  naturally  lead  to.  And  he 
deft  red  to  know  what  was  the 
nature  and  degree  of  fati  faftion 
which  his  Majefty  would  require.*' 
Lord  Whitworth  anfwered,  that 
he  could  rot  fay  by  what  means 
thefe  appreherifions  in  England  were 
to  be  allayed ;  but  in  dife effing 
them,  government  would  be  anima¬ 
ted  foleiy  by  a  fmcere  defire  to  be 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  his  after- 
tions,  ft  nee  on  that  depended  the 
peace  and  happinefs  of  Europe. 

Whether  Bonaparte  did  not  place 
the  utmoft  confidence  in  the  energy 
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of  hisMinifter,  orwhether  he  hoped 
by  the  influence  of  his  perfonal 
chara&er,  and  the  terror  of  his 
great  name,  to  awe  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth,  and  through  him  the  Bri- 
tifh  government :  what  hope  he 
had  conceived,  or  what  projeCi  he 
had  formed  cannot  he  conjectured ; 
but  as  foen  as  the  embaffador  had 
difpatched  an  account  of  his  late 
converfation  with  1 'alley  rand,  he 
received  a  Note  inviting  him  to  a 
perfonal  interview  with  the  Firft 
Conful.  This  meeting  took  place 
in  the  Thuiileries,  on  the  i  3th  of 
February,  and  it  may  be  fafely 
pronounced  that  in  the  annals  of 
diplomacy,  few  events  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  to  parallel  the  conduCt  of 
the  ruler  of  France,  who  in  a  con¬ 
verfation  of  two  hours  hardly  al¬ 
lowed  the  embaffador  to  fpeak, 
and  in  a  rambling,  unconnected 
manner,  recapitulated  all  the  abufe 
which  had  loaded  his  official  paper, 
adding  to  the  mod  indifcreet  avow¬ 
als  and  the  molt  profligate  decla¬ 
rations,  threats  which  a  brave  man 
could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  con¬ 
ceived,  and  proffers  which  none 
but  the  moft  unprincipled  of  poten¬ 
tates  could  either  make  or  accept. 

After  treatingfometimeon  indif¬ 
ferent  fubjeCts,  Bonaparte  faid  it 
was  a  matter  of  infinite  difappoint- 
ment  to  him,  that  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  inflead  of  being  followed 
by  conciliation  and  friendfhip,  the 
natural  effeCls  of  peace,  had  been 
productive  only  of  continual  and 
increafing  jealoufy  and  miftruft  ; 
and  that  this  miftruft  was  now 
avowed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  muff 
bring  the  point  to  an  iffue.  Enu¬ 
merating  the  feveral  provocations 
which  he  pretended  to  have  recei¬ 
ved  from  England,  he  placed  in 
the  firft  line  our  not  evacuating 


Malta  and  Alexandria  as  we  were 
bound  to  do  by  treaty.  In'  this 
he  faid  that  no  confide  rat  ion  on 
earth  fhould  make  him  acquiefce  ; 
and,  of  the  two,  he  had  rather  fee  us 
in  poffeffion  of  the  Faubourg  St. 
Antoine  than  Malta.  He  then 
adverted  to  the  abufe  thrown  out 
againft  him  in  the  Englifh  public 
prints ;  and  acknowledged,  that 
the  irritation  he  felt  againft  Eng¬ 
land  increafed  daily,  becaufe  every 
wind  which  blew  from  England 
brought  nothing  but  enmity  and 
hatred  againft  him.  As  to  Egypt ; 
if  he  had  felt  the  fmalleft  inclina¬ 
tion  to  take  poffefiion  of  it  by  force, 
he-  might  have  done  it  a  month 
ago,  by  fending  twenty-five 
thoufand  men  to  Aboukir,  who 
would  have  pofiefted  themfelves 
of  the  whole  country,  in  defiance 
of  the  four  thoufand  Britifh  in 
Alexandria.  Inftead  of  that  gar- 
rifon  being  a  means  of  protecting 
Egypt,  it  was  only  furmfhing  him 
with  a  pretence  for  invading  it. 
This  he  fhould  not  do,  whatever 
might  be  his  defire  to  have  it  as  a 
colony,  becaufe  he  did  not  think 
it  worth  the  rifle  of  a  war,  in  which 
he  might,  perhaps,  be  confidered 
as  the  aggrcilor,  and  by  which  he 
fhould  lofe  more  than  he  could 
gain,  ftnee  fooner  or  later  Egypt 
would  belong  to  France,  either  by 
the  falling  to  pieces  of  the  Turkifh 
empire,  or  by  fome  arrangement 
with  the  Porte. 

As  a  proof  of  his  defire  to  main" 
tain*  peace,  he  wdfhed  to  know 
what  he  had  to  gain  by  going  to 
war  with  England.  A  defeent 
was  the  only  means  of  offence  he 
had,  and  that  he  was  determined 
to  attempt,  by  putting  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  expedition.  But 
how  could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  after 
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having  gained  the  height  on  which 
he  flood,  he  would  riik  his  life  and 
reputation  in  fuch  a  hazardous 
attempt,  unlefs  forced  to  it  by 
n-eceffity,  when  the.  chances  were, 
that  he  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  expedition  would  go  to  the 
bottom  of  the  fea.  He  talked 
much  on  this  fubjedl,  but  never 
affetfled  to  dimi.nifh  the  danger. 
He  acknowledged  that  there  were 
a  hundred  chances  to  one  againft 
him;  but  hill  he  was  determined 
to  attempt  it,  if  war  ftiould  be  the 
confequence  of  the  prefent  difcuf- 
fion ;  and,  fuch  was  the  difpoft- 
tion  of  the  troops,  that  army  after 
army  would  be  found  for  the  enter- 
prize.  He  then  expatiated  much 
on  the  natural  force  of  the  two 
countries.^  France  with  an  army 
of  four  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
fand  men,  for  to.  this  amount,  it  is, 
he  laid,  to  be  immediately  com¬ 
pleted,  all  ready  for  the  molt  defpe- 
rate  enterprizes ;  and  England  with 
a  fleet  that  made  her  mil! refs  of  the 
Teas,  and  which  he  did  not  think 
he  ihould  be  able  to  equal  in  lefs 
than  ten  years.  Two  fuch  coun¬ 
tries  by  a  proper  underftanding 
might  govern  the  world,  but  by 
their  ft  rifles  might  overturn  it. 
He  faid,  that  if  he  had  not  felt  the 
e n m i t y  of  the  Hr i  t ifh  go ve r n men t 
on  every  occaflon  fmce  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  there  would  have  been 
nothing  that  he  would  not  have 
done  to  prove  his  defire  to  concili¬ 
ate  ;  participation  in  indemnites  as 
well  as  in  influence  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  treaties  of  commerce,  in 
ihorr,  any  thing  that  could  have 
given  fatisfadiion,  and  have  teftifled 
his  friendfhip.  Nothing,  howevep, 
had  been  able  to  conquer  the  ha¬ 
tred  of  the  Britifti  government, 
and  therefore  it  was  now  come  to 

VVS  <■••••.  i 


the  point,  whether  we  fliotild  have 
peace  or  war.  To  preferve  peace* 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens  muft  be  ful¬ 
filled  ;  theabufein  the  public  prints* 
if  not  totally  fupprefied,  at  leaft 
kept  within  hounds,  and  confined 
to  the  Englifh  papers  •  and  the 
protediion  fo  openly  given  to  his 
bittereft  enemies  (alluding  to 
Georges  and  perfons  of  that  de~ 
fcription)  muft  be  withdrawn.  If 
war,  it  was  neceflay  only  to  fay  fo 
and  to  refufe  to  fulfil  the  Treaty* 
He  then  made  the  Tour  of  Europe 
to  prove  that  in  its  prefent  ftate, 
there  was  no  power  with  which 
England  could  coalefce  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  war  againft: 
France;  confequently  it  was  our 
intereft  to  gain  time,  and  if  we 
had  any  point  to  gain,  renew  the 
war  when  circumftances  were 
more  favourable.  He  faid,  it  was 
not  doing  him  juftice  to  fuppofe, 
that  he  conceived  himfelf  above 
the  opinion  of  his  country  or  of 
Europe.  Fie  would  not  rifk  uni¬ 
ting  Europe  againft  him  by  any 
violent  adl  of  aggreflion  ;  neither 
was  he  fo  powerful  in  France  as 
to  perfuade  the  nation  to  go  to 
war  unlefs  on  good  grounds.  The 
purpofe  of  hisdifcourfe  was  evident¬ 
ly  to  convince  the  embaffador  that 
on  Maba  muft  depend  either  peace 
or  war,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
imprels  a  ftrong  idea  of  the  means 
he  pofiefled  of  annoying  England 
at  home  and  abroad. 

Lord  Whitworth,  in  the  few  fen- 
tencps  he  was  allowed  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  uttering,  vindicated  the 
conduct  of  the  Englifh  government, 
repelled  the  charges  made  by 
Bonaparte,  and  infilled  on. the  grie¬ 
vances  complained  of  by  Great 
Britain.  Thefe  Bonaparte  treated 
with  great  indifference  ;  Piedmont 
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-and  Switzerland  were  trifles;  the 
fate  of  them  muft  have  been  forefeen 
while  the  negotiation  for  peace  was 
pending,  and  was  not  now  to  be 
mentioned.  Lord  Whitworth  alfo 
alleged  as  a  caufe  of  miftruft  and 
jealoufy,  the  impoffifeilify  of 
obtaining  juftice  or  red  refs  for  any 
of  His  Majefty's  fubjefts.  Since 
the  figning  of  the  Treaty  not  one 
Britifh  claimant  had  been  fatisfied, 
although  every  Frenchman  of  that 
defcription  had  been  fo  within  one 
month  after  that  period ;  and  not 
one  fatisfaftory  anfwer  had  been 
obtained  to  the  innumerable  repre- 
fentations  made  by  Lord  Whitworth 
and  his  predeceffor,  in  favour  of 
Britifh  fubjeds  and  property  de¬ 
tained  in  thefeveral  ports  of  France 
and  elfewhere,  without  even  a 
fnadow  of  juftice.  Such  an  order 
Of  things  was  not  made  to  infpire 
confidence;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
muft  create  miftruft.  This,  Bona- 
parte  faid,  muft;  be  attributed  to 
the  natural  difficulties  attending  fuch 
fuits,  when  both  parties  thought 
themfelves  right ;  but  denied  that 
fuch  delays  could  proceed  from  any 
diftnclination  to  do  what  was  juft. 
In  conclufion,  Lord  Whitworth  ob- 
ferved  with  refpeCt  to  the  moil 
propitious  moment  for  renewing 
hoftiiities,  that  his  Majefty,  whofe 
fincere  defire  it  was  to  continue 
the  blefljngs  of  peace  to  his  fub- 
jeCts,  would  always  confiderfuch  a 
meafure  as  the  greateft  calamity ; 
but  that  if  His  Majefty  was  fo  de- 
firous  of  peace,  it  muft  not  be  im¬ 
puted  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
allies ;  and  the  lefs  fo,  as  thofe 
means  which  it  might  be  neceflary 
to  afford  fuch  allies,  for  perhaps 
inadequate  fervices,  would  all  be 
concentrated  in  England,  and  give 
#  proportionate  increafe  of  ener¬ 
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gy  to  our  own  exertions.  Bona, 
parte  terminated  the  interview  by 
‘declaring  he  would  give  orders  to 
General  AndreoiTy  to  enter  into  a 
difcuffion  on  the  buftnefs  with  Lord 
Hawkefbtiry,  and  retired  in  appa¬ 
rent  good  humour.' 

Three  days  afterward, 

Lord  Whitworth  faw  Tal-  2,1,  * 
leyrand,  who  allured  him  ? 
the  Firft  Conful  had  been  very 
well  fatisfied  with  the  franknefs 
with  which  he  made  his  obferva- 
tions.  The  Britifh  embaffador 
reduced  the  whole  purport  of  his 
portion  of  the  conference  to  an 
affurance  that  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters  were  ready  to  remove  all 
fubjecfts  of  difcuffion,  when  that 
could  be  done  without  violating 
the  laws  of  the  country,  and  t© 
fulfil  ftri&ly  the  engagements 
which  they  had  contracted,  inaf- 
much  as  that  could  be  reconciled 
with  the  fafety  of  the  ftate.  As 
this  obfervation  applied  to  Malta 
and  Egypt,  Talleyrand  gave  Lord 
Whitworth  to  underftand,  that  a 
project  was  in  contemplation  by 
which  the  integrity  of  the  Turkilh 
empire  would  befo  eftedually  ieoa- 
red  as  to  obviate  every  caufe  of 
doubt  or  uneafinefs. 

It  was  however  a  remarkable 
circumftance,  and  did  not  efcape 
the  obfervation  of  the  Englifh  em¬ 
baffador,  that  Bonaparte  did  not, 
like  Talleyrand,  attribute  Sebaf- 
tiani’s  million  fo  commercial  mo¬ 
tives  only,  but  fpoke  of  it  as  one 
rendered  neceflary  in  a  military- 
point  of  view  by  the  infradion  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

In  confequence  of  thefe 
interviews.  Lord  Whit-  djj™ 
worth,  purfuing  inftrudi- 
ons  received  from  home,  obferved 
to  Talleyrand,  that  nothing  ap¬ 
proaching 
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preaching  to  explanation  or  fatis- 
fabfion  had  been  thrown  out  by 
the  Firft  Gonful,  in  anfwer  to  their 
juft  reprefen tations  and  complaints 
in  confequente  of  the  unwarrant¬ 
able  infinuations  and  charges  con- 

O 

tained  in  Sebaftiani’s  Report  againft 
his  Majefty’s  government,  the 
r  officer  commanding  his  forces  in 

# O 

Egypt,  and  his  army  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  But  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  language  of  the  Firft  Ccnful  had 
tended  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm 
the  fufpieions  which  that  publica¬ 
tion  was  peculiarly  calculated  to 
excite. 

With  refpeft  to  the  charge  ad¬ 
vanced  againft  his  Majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment,  of  unwiilingnefs  to  ful¬ 
fil  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  the  em- 
baftador  obferved,  that  the  Treaty 
had  been  in  a  courfe  of  execution, 
on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  in 
every  article  in  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fpirit  of  that  Trea¬ 
ty,  it  had  been  found  capable  of 
execution.  Egypt  was  at  that 
time  completely  evacuated.  The 
ftipulations  in  the  Article  relating 
to  Malta,  (owing  to  circumftances 
which  it  was  not  in  tire  power  of 
his  Majefty  to  controul)  had  not 
been  found  capable  of  execution. 
The  Fefufal  of  Rufila  to  accede  to 
the  arrangement,  except  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  Maltefe  langue  fhould 
be  abolifned  ;  the  filer.ee  of  the 
court  of  Berlin  with  refpedt  to  the 
invitation  to  become  a  guarentee- 
ing  power  ;  the  abolition  of  the 
Spanifh  Priories,  in  defiance  of  the 
treaty  to  which  the  king  of  Spain 
was  party ;  the  declaration  of 
the  Portuguefe  government  of  their 
intention  to  fequeftrate  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Portuguefe  Priory,  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  Spabifh 
langue,  uniefs  the  property  of  the 


Spanifh  Priories  was  reflored  t# 
them  ;  the  non-eledfion  of  a  grand 
rnafter :  there  circumftances  would 
have  been  Sufficient,  without  any 
other  fpecial  grounds,  to  warrant 
his  Majefty  in  fufpending  the  evac¬ 
uation  of  the  ifiand,  until  fome 
new  arrangement  could  be  adjufted 
for  its  fecurity  and  independence. 
But  when  it  was  confidered  how 
greatly  the  dominion,  power  and 
influence  of  France  had  of  late  been 
extended,  his  Majefty  muft  feel 
that  he  had  an  inconteftibie  right, 
conformably  to  the  principles  on 
which  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  ne¬ 
gotiated  and  concluded,  to  demand 
additional  fecurities  in  any  new 
arrangement  which  it  migh'  e 
neceffary  to  make  with  a  v  A 
effecting  the  real  obk<°  it 

Treaty.  And  theff  eon  no  •  •  ■  , 

fufficient  as  they  rnighr  be  in  : :  m- 
felves  to  juftify  the  line  of  cot  d utb 
which  his  Majefty  had  determined 
to  adopt,  had  received  additional 
force  from  the  views  recently  and 
unrefervedly  manifefted  by  the 
French  government,  refi?6fting  the 
Turkifh  dominions  and  the  i hands 
in  the  Adriatic  (and  which  had 
been  in  a  great  degree  admitted  by 
the  Firft  Conful,  in  his  interview 
with  Lord  Whitworth)  views 
dire&ly  repugnant,  not  only  to  the 
fpirit,  but  to  the  letter  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens.  If,  however,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Talleyrand’s  fuggefticn,  a 
project  was  in  contemplation,  by 
which  the  integrity  of  the  Turkifh 
territory  would  be  fo  fecured  as  to 
obviate  either  doubt  or  uneafinefs 
with  regard  to  Egypt,  his  Majefty 
would  con  fide  r  the  communication 
of  fuch  a  project  as  indicating  a 
difpofition  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government  to  afford  him  expla¬ 
nation  and  fatisfaflion  refpedting 
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feme  of  the  points  which  had  been 
the  fubjedl  of  his  reprefentations. 
But  after  all  that  had  pa  (Ted,  his 
Majefty  could  not  confent  that  his 
trooos  ftiould  evacuate  Malta,  un- 
til  fubftantial  fecurity  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  thofe  objects,  which,  un¬ 
der  the  prefent  circumftances, 
might  be  materially  endangered 
by  their  removal. 

Before  this  communication  to 
the  French  government  took  place, 
the  Expofe  was  publifhed,  wherein 
it  was  aflerted,  that  England  alone 
could  not  maintain  a  druggie 
againft  France  ;  abatement  which, 
Coupled  with  Bonaparte’s  declara¬ 
tion  that  he  had  480,000  men 
ready  for  the  mod  defperate  enter- 
prizes,  and  would,  in  cafe  of  a  war, 
rifque  them  all,  in  repeatedatrempts 
to  invade  England ;  and  with  the 
naval  preparations  in  the  ports  of 
Holland,  perfectly  juftified  Minif- 
ters  in  the  advice  they  gave  his 
Majefty  and  which  produced  the 
Meflage  of  the  8th.  of  March. 
In  the  converfation  on  the  4th. 
when  lord  Whitworth  had  dif- 
clofed  the  fentiments  of  the  Britiih 
government,  he  prefled  Talleyrand 
to  impart  the  project  for  infuring 
the  integrity  of  the  Turkifh  em¬ 
pire,  he  anfwered.  That  what  he 
had  termed  a  project  was  nothing 
more  than  was  exprefled  in  the  Firit 
Conful's  Meflage  to  the  legiflative 
body,  where  he  fays,  there  is  a 
French  embaflador  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  who  is  charged  to  give 
every  aflfurance  of  the  difpofltion  of 
France  to  ftrengthen,  inftead  of 
weakening  that  government!  Such 
an  inconclufive  declaration  could 
not  be  taken  as  fatisfaftory, 
and  on  Lord  Whitworth’s  prefling 
the  point,  the  Minifler  faid  the 
Firft  Conful  had  five  or  fix  days 


ago,  ordered  inftruflions  to  be  fent 
to  General  Andreofly,  by  which  he 
was  to  require  an  immediate  and 
categorical  anfwer  to  the  plain 
queftion — Whether  his  Majefty 
would  or  would  not,  caufe  Malta 
to  be  evacuated  by  the  Britifh 
troops  ?  He  concluded  this  com¬ 
munication  was  already  made,  and 
expected  to  learn  the  refult  in  a  few 
days.  All  the  Firft  Conful  wanted 
was,  to  know  precifcly  ©n  what  he 
had  to  depend. 

To  this  peremptory  demand, 
Lord  Whitworth  having  returned 
a  firm,  though  unafluming  anfwer, 
Talleyrand  took  occafion  at  a  fub- 
fequent  interview,  to  explain  away 
the  offenfive  part  of  his  informa¬ 
tion.  He  alfo  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  the  embaflador,  that  the  Firft 
Conful,  far  from  vvifhing  to  carry 
matters  to  extremity,  was  deflrous 
to  difeufs  fairly,  and  without  pa fli on, 
a  point  which  he  admitted  was  of 
importance  to  both  countries.  He 
repeatedly  a  fib  red  Lord  Whitworth 
that  much  as  the  Firft  Conful  might 
have  the  acquifition  or  Egypt  at 
heart,  he  would  facrifice  his  own 
feelings  to  the  prefervation  of 
peace ;  and  feek  to  augment  his 
glory  by  improving  and  confolida- 
ting  the  internal  fituation  of  the 
country,  rather  than  by  adding  to 
its  poffeffions. 

Two  days  after  the  de-  . 
livery  of  the  King’s  Mef-  J?* 
fage.  General  Andreofly 
prefen  ted  a  Note  to  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  requiring  fome  explanation 
refpe&ing  the  protracted  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Malta  by  the  Engliih 
troops,  prefling  particularly  the 
Article  of  the  Treaty  which  pro¬ 
vided  for  that  evenx  within  three 
months.  In  anfwer  to  this  Note, 
the  Miniftry  again  referred  to  the 
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fyftem  of  compcnfations  which 
formed  the  bails  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  the  King's  readinefs  to 
wave  his  claim  to  equivalents,  and 
his  dehre  to  have  given  up  Malta, 
could  the  guaranty  have  been  com¬ 
pleted.  They  renewed  the  com¬ 
plaints  againft  Sebaftiani’s  Report, 
ftated  the  reprefen tation  which 
Lord  Whitworth  had  been  in¬ 
truded  to  make,  and  the  King’s 
expectations  on  the  fubjeCt  ;  and 
repeated  the  declarations  he  had 
already  made  to  Talleyrand. 

On  receiving  information  of  the 
King's  Meffage,  Lord  Whitworth 
communicated  it  to  Talleyrand, 
but  found  him  already  apprized, 
and  extremely  cautious  in  making 
obfervations.  He  faid,  the 
Firft  Conful  was  pacific ;  he  had 
no  thoughts  of  attacking  his'Ma- 
jjefty’s  dominions,  unlefs  forced  to 
do  fo  by  a  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities  on  our  part  ;  but  ihould 
always  confider  the  refufal  to  eva¬ 
cuate  Malta  as  fuch  a  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoftilities ;  and  as  we  had 
hitherto  hefltated  to  do  fo,  he  was 
jollified  in  adopting  the  meafures 
which  might  eventually  be  necef- 
fary.  He  difclyimed  every  idea 
of  the  armaments  fitting  out  in  the 
Dutch  ports  having  any  other  def- 
tination  than  to  the  colonies,  and 
could  not  comprehend  the  motives 
which  had  neceflitated  a  refort  to 
fuch  a  meafure  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty’s  government. 

Meeting  Lord  Whitworth  the 
fame  day  at  dinner,  he  faid,  the  Firft 
Conful,  whom  he  had  juft  quitted, 
was  highly  irritated  at  the  unjuft 
fufpicion  entertained  in  England, 
yet  he  would  not  allow  himfelf  to 
be  fo  far  mattered  by  his  feelings, 
as  to  lofe  fight  of  the  calamities 
which  the  prefent  difcuffion  might 


entail  upon  humanity.  After  TaL 
ley  rand  had  dwelt  fome  time  on 
thefe  topics,  Lord  Whitworth  ex. 
plained  the  views  of  the  Britifli  go¬ 
vernment. 

“  England/’  he  faid,  “  did  not 
with  for  war;  peace  was  as  necef. 
fary  to  her  as  it  could  be  to  France  ; 
all  fhe  deftred,  and  all  file  conten¬ 
ded  for,  was  fecurity  ;  every  thing 
proved  that  that  fecurity  was 
threatened  by  the  Firft  Conful’s 
views  on  Egypt  ;  and  confequent- 
ly  the  refufal  to  evacuate  Malta, 
was  become  as  much  a  neceffary 
meafure  of  precaution  as  the  de¬ 
fence  of  any  part  of  his  Majefty's 
dominions.”  To  this  kind  of  rea- 
fonirg  M.  de  Talleyrand  oppofed 
the  moderation  of  the  Firft  Conful, 
his  great  felf-denial,  and  his  de¬ 
termination  to  facrifice  even  the 
molt  favourite  points  to  his  fin- 
cere  deftre  to  avoid  a  rupture. 

As  a  curious  fpecimen  of  the 
moderation  and  felf-denial  of  Bo¬ 
naparte,  the  French  Minifter  put 
into  Lord  Whitworth’s  hands  a 
Note,  which  mariqy  in  indelible 
characters,  the  nature  and  fyftern 
of  the  French  government.  In 
this  Paper  the  phrafe  it  is  ?ioturaly 
is  ufed  fo  often  as  to  feem  almoft 
intended  to  be  facetious,  while 
the  projefts  it  announces  are  fo 
uujuft  and  tyrannical,  fo  holt i le  to 
treaties  with  all  powers,  that  it 
occafions  furprife  that  they  fbould 
even  be  darkly  intimated,  but 
much  more,  that  they  fhould  be  un¬ 
equivocally  and  authentically  de¬ 
livered.  It  advanced  as  a  faCl 
known  to  all  the  world,  that  the 
expedition  at  Helvoetfluys  was 
deftined  to  America,  and  that  iis 
failing  was  only  countermanded  in 
confequence  of  the  King’s  Meffage.. 
Unlefs  fatisfadory  explanations  of 
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the  Britifh  armament  were  given, 
it  was  natural  that  twenty  thou- 
fand  troops  Ihould  be  marched  into 
Holland;  natural  that  Hanover 
Should  be  threatened,  and  addition¬ 
al  bodies  lent  to  join  thofe  intend¬ 
ed  for  America,  to  form  new  em¬ 
barkations  ;  natural  that  camps 
fhould  be  formed  at  Calais,  and  on 
other  parts  of  the  coaft  ;  natural 
that  a  French  army  fiiould  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  Switzerland;  and  natural 
that  a  frefh  force  fhould  be  fent  in¬ 
to  Italy,  to  occupy  Tarentum. 
All  Europe  would  be  agitated ; 
the  French  would  have  been  obli¬ 
ged  to  take  ail  thefe  precautions  in 
confequence  of  Britifh  armanents ; 
yet  England  would  have  been 
alarmed  by  threats  of  an  intended 
invafion ;  the  whole  Britifh  po¬ 
pulation  would  be  obliged  to  put 
themfelves  under  arms  for  defence, 
and  their  export  trade  would,  even 
before  the  war,  be  in  a  ftateof  ftng- 
nation  throughout  the  countries 
occupied  by  the  French  arms. 

,  Thefe  communications 
ijj1,  of  Talleyrand  exhibit  a 
1  J‘ir*  great  deal  of  ft i fled  paffion, 
afteHing  the  tone  of  moderation  ; 
but  at  the  court  held  at  the  Thuil- 
leries  the  following  Sunday,  Lord 
Whitworth  experienced  from  Bo¬ 
naparte  himfelf,  all  the  violence  of 
unbridled  rage.  The  firft  Conful, 
accofting  kim  evidently  , under 
confiderable  agitation,  begun  by 
afking  if  his  Lordfhip  had  any  news 
jfrom  England ;  and  on  receiving 
an  anfwer,  immediately  faid,  and  fo 
you  are  determined  to  go  to  war. 
No  !  Lord  Whitworth  replied,  we 
are  too  fenftble  of  the  advantages 
of  peace.  We  have  already,  faid 
Bonaparte,  made  war  fifteen  years  ; 
to  which  the  embaflador  faid,  it  is 
by  far  too  long.  Yet,  the  Firft; 


Conful  replied,  you  wifh  to  make 
war  for  fifteen  years  more,  and 
will  force  me  to  it.  In  the  fame 
ftrain  and  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  he 
addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Ruffian 
and  Spanifh  embaftadors,  exclaim¬ 
ing  that  the  Englifh  wifhed  for 
war  ;  they  might  be  the  firft  to 
draw,  but  he  would  be  the  laft  to 
fheathe  the  fword.  f{  They  do 
not,”  he  faid  “  refpedl  treaties; 
we  muft  henceforth  cover  them 
with  a  black  crape.  Woe  to  thofe 
he  added  who  do  not  refpedk 
treaties,”  and  after  many  threats, 
he  retired  to  his  apartment,  repeat¬ 
ing  the  laft  phrafe.  All  this  paffied 
loud  enough  to  be  overheard  by 
two  hundred  people  who  were  pre- 
fen  t,  “  and  I  am  perfuaded”  Lord 
Whitworth  obferves  4f  that  there 
was  not  a  fingle  perfon,  who  did 
not  feel  the  extreme  impropriety  of 
the  firft  Conful ’s  conduH,  and  the 
total  want  of  dignity,  as  well  as 
of  decency/on  the  occafion.  ”  In 
confequence  of  this  boifterous  in¬ 
terview,  Lord  Whitworth  was  in- 
ftrufled  to  make  a  repre-  ^ 

fentation  to  the  French  go-  ,  TZJi 

^  Mar 

v eminent,  and  to  decline  “  “ 
prefenting  himfelf  on  days  of  cere¬ 
mony,  unlefs  allured  that  he  fhould 
never  be  expofed  to  a  repetition  of 
fuch  treatment.  The  Englifh  em- 
bafiador  had  preyioufly  expreffed 
his  fentiments  on  the  fubjeef,  but 
Minifters  thought  it  their  duty 
not  to  permit  fo  publican  aggreffioa 
to  pafs  unnoticed. 

Andieoft'y  too  remon-  ^  , 

ftrated  with  the  Britifh  go-  *• 
vernment  on  the  topics  contained 
in  the  King's  Meffage,  in  terms 
moll  abrupt  and  even  infolent. 
The  King,  he  faid,  was  deceived 
in  the  report  that  his  kingdom  was 
menaced  by  preparations  made  in 

the 
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the  ports  of  Holland  and  France, 
The  affertion  in  the  MefTage  that 
there  were  difcuffions  of  which  the 
fuccefs  was  doubtful,  was  not  bet¬ 
ter  founded,  for  no  difcuffion  ex- 
dfted.  It  was  an  error  to  affert 
that  France  had  increafed  in  pow¬ 
er  fince  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  for 
ihe  had  evacuated  a  confiderable 
territory.  “If  His  Britannic 
Ma  jelly,”  he  faid,  “  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  war,  he  may  al¬ 
lege  all  the  pretexts  he  pleafes. 
He  will  find  few  lefs  founded/' 
He  gave  a  fallacious  colouring  to  the 
Million  and  Report  of  Sebaftiani, 
and  concluded  his  lettet  by  obfer- 
ving  that  Egypt  being  reft o red  to 
the  dominion  of  its  lawful  fove. 
reign,  the  only  objebt  worthy  of 
fixing  the  attention  of  the  two  na- 
tions  was  the  execution  of  the  Trea¬ 
ty  of  Amiens,  as  far  as  regarded 
Malta.  Elis  Majefty  having  en¬ 
gaged  to  reftore  it  to  the  order, 
and  intruft  it  to  the  Neapolitan 
army  till  the  order  fhould  be  in  a 
condition  to  guard  it,  would  re¬ 
ject  all  fophiftry  all  diftinbtkxis, 
and  mental  refer  vat  ions,  and  ful¬ 
fil  his  engagements ;  otherwife 
no  means  would  be  left  for  the  two 
nations  to  come  to  an  underftand- 
ing,  and  all  would  be  chaos.  The- 
Firft  Conful  would  not  take  up  the 
defiance  of  war  given  by  England 
to  France,  and  as  to  Malta,  he  faw 
no  fubjedt  for  difcuffion,  the.  treaty 
having  forcfecn  every  thing,  and 
fettled  every  thing. 

The  reply  imported  that  his 
Majefty  perceived  with  regret  that 
the  French  government,  continuing 
to  withhold  all  fatisfadlion  and  ex¬ 
planation  on  the  points  on  which  he 
had  complained  ;  and  evading  all 
difcuffion  on  the  fubjedf  of  his  re- 
prefentauons,  perfifted  in  their  re- 


quifition  that  Malta  -  fhould  be 
forthwith  evacuated.  *  He  could 
never  fo  far  forget  what  was  due 
to  himfelf  and  his  people,  as  to  ac« 
quiefce  in  fuch  a  courfe  of  proceed¬ 
ing  ;  and  had  therefore  given  in- 
ftruTions  to  his  embaiTador  at 
Paris,  to  afcertain  diftindily  from 
the  French  government,  whether 
they  were  determined  fo  to  perfe- 
vere,  or  whether  they  were  difpo- 
fed,  without  delay  to  give  fuch 
fatisfadtion  and  explanations  as 
might  lead  to  an  arrangement  cal¬ 
culated  to  adjuft  the  differences 
between  the  two  governments. 

This  firm  and  fpirited,  though 
temperate  proceeding,  left  no  rcorn 
to  doubt  that  Minifters  were  fully 
aware  of  the  policy  of  the  Firft 
Conful,  and  determined  net  to  be 
duped  by  it ;  not  afraid  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  hoftili ties  where  the  na¬ 
tional  intereft  and  rational  honour 
really  demanded  them,  though  far. 
above  that  feverifh  irritability, 
moft  frequently  the  offspring  of 
fear,  which  rufhes  into  peril  to  be 
freed  from  the  tortures  of  fufpence. 

The  hoftili ty  of  Bonaparte  to¬ 
ward  England  had  never  been  dif- 
guifed,  and  his  views  refpedting 
Egypt  were  authentically  difclofed 
in  his  private  converfation  with 
Lord  Whitworth.  He  difdained 
the  fubterfuge  of  Talleyrand,  that 
the  roiffion  of  Sebaftiani  was  pure¬ 
ly  commercial,  ard  avowed  that  k 
was  neceffary  in  a  military  point 
of  view.  Andreoflv  was  inft rubied 
to  give  a  new  reafon,  and  impute 
the  voyage  to  the  lies,  and  the 
atrocious  and  difgufting-  calumnies 
contained  in  Sir  Robert  Wilfon’s 
Kiflory  of  the  campaign  in  Egypt, 
and  to  aftert  that  the  refearches  of 
Sebaftiani  in  that  country  arofe 
from  his#onifhment  at  finding  the 
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Britith  forces  there.  This  account 
is  full  of  grofs  falfehood  andabfurdi- 
ty.  Sebaftiani  failed  from  Toulon 
in  September  1 3o2,  Sir  Robert  WiL 
fords  Book  was  not  publifned  till 
November;  and  far  from  being 
aftonifhed  at  finding  .General  Stu¬ 
art  at  Alexandria,  he  went  expect¬ 
ing  to  meet  him  there,  and  by  his 
o^n  account,  remand rated  with 
him,  according  to  inftrutdions  re¬ 
ceived  from  Talleyrand 

On  the  fubject  of  armaments,  the 
French  anfwers  were  no  iefs  vague 
and  contradictory.  In  his  threat¬ 
ening  Note  on  the  King’s  Meflage, 
Talleyrand  affirmed  that  all  the 
world  knew  the  armament  at  Hel- 
voetfluys  to  be  deftined  for  Ame¬ 
rica.  Bonaparte,  in  his  outrageous 
converfation  oil  the  i  3  th  of  March, 
furipufly  demanded,  But  why  arm  ? 
againd  whom  are  all  thefe  precau¬ 
tions  ?  I  have  hot  a  fingle  (hip  in 
the  ports  of  France!  AndreofTy 
too,  in  his  Note  of  the  29th  of 
March,  affirmed  that  the  Find 
Confui  had  made  no  preparation, 
and  there  were  but  two  frigates  in 
the  roads  of  Holland,  and  three 
corvettes  in  that  of  Dunkirk. 
The  latter  obfervations  appear  ra¬ 
ther  evafive  than  fatisfadfory  :  it 
is  not  eflential  to  the  nature  of  a 
preparation  extremely  hoftile  to 
Great  Britain,  that  an  overawing 
naval  force  fhoukl  be  procured  ;  but 
undoubtedly  Minifters  had  good 
information,,  andfuch  as  they  could 
confide  in,  of  the  ftrength  and  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  armaments  in  France 
and  Holland.*  They  knew,  and 
it  was  not  to  be  driven  from  their 
memory  by  aflertions  however 
confidently  made,  or  impetuoufly 
urged,  that  there  was  a  fleet  at 
Bred  and  another  at  Toulon. 
They  had  as  guides  to  their  faga- 
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city  the  declaration  of  Bonaparte 
to  Lord  Whitworth  that  480,000 
men,  ready  for  the  mod  def- 
perate  enterprifes,  fnould  be  rifked 
in  an  invafton  of  England,  on  the 
commencement  of  hodiiities;  and 
it  appeared,  both  by  the  tenor  o£ 
that  converfation,  and  by  the  fub- 
fequent  explicit  declaration  of  Tal¬ 
leyrand,  that  a  refufal  to  evacuate 
Malta  would  be  con  fide  red  as  fuch 
commencement,  and  Miniders  had 
explicitly  refufed  to  evacuate  that 
I  hand,  dearer  to  the  Fird  Confui 
than  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine. 

In  the  Paper  delivered  to  Lord 
Whitworth  on  the  nth  of  March, 
the  expedition  was  faid  to  be  in¬ 
tended  for  America,  meaning  that 
it  was  to  take  pofleffion  of  Loufia- 
na,  and  then  on  the  point  of  fail¬ 
ing  for  its  dedination  ;  but  on  the 
30th  of  April,  a  Definitive  Treaty 
was  executed,  by  which  the  fover- 
eignty  of  New  Orleans  and  Lou- 
fiana  was  conveyed  to  the  United 
States  of  America.  This  ceilion 
was  par  chafed  for  money,  and  it 
mud  be  apparent,  considering  the 
rapacity  of  France,  and  the  caution 
of  America, v  the  didance  between 
the  two  countries,  and  the  difficul¬ 
ties  Infeparable  from  fuch  arrange¬ 
ments,  that  this  Treaty  mud  have 
been  in  a  very  advanced  date  when 
Talleyrand  made  this  declaration, 
and  that  France,  if  Ihe  had  no  other 
objeed  in  view,  would  not  have 
gone  on  exhauding  her  beggarly 
exchequer,  in  equipping  an  ar¬ 
mament  to  take  pofleffion  of  a  place 
which  in  fifty  days  was  definitively 
fold  to  another  power. 

The  negotiation  proceeded  feme 
time  longer,  but  with  little  ap* 
pearance  of  fatisfaftory  adjuft- 
ment.  The  Britifh  Minidry* 
never  relaxing  in  their  efforts  to 
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prepare  fitch  an  armament  as  would 
place  the  nation  in  perfect  fecurity, 
preffed  for  fatisfadion  and  explana¬ 
tions  ;  Bonaparte  and  Talleyrand; 
on  the  contrary,  difappointed  in 
their  hop^s  of  fueceeding  by  fur- 
prize,  unprepared  for  an  open 
a  (fault,  and  yetrefolved  not  to  do 
juft  ice,  endeavoured  by  all  the  arts 
of  chicane,  to  delay  definitive 
decifion,  and  to  involve  the  Britifh 
cabinet  in  the  labyrinths  of  nego¬ 
tiation, without  conceding  any  bafts 
on  which  the  hope  of  fecurity  could 
be  repofed. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth  was  inftruded  to  afcertain 
diitindly,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
whether  the  French  government 
was  difpofed  to  give  reafonable  fa¬ 
tisfadion  and  explanations  on  the 
points  on  which  his  Majefcy  had 
complained,  and  to  ad  juft  differ¬ 
ences.  If 'they  continued  to  evade 
all  difcuffion,  and  confined  them- 
felves  to  a  categorical  demand  that 
Malta  fnould  be  evacuated,  he  was 
to  declare  the  impoffibility-of  the 
relations  of  amity  continuing  to 
fubfift  between  the  two  countries, 
and  the  neceftity  he  fhould  be  under 
of  leaving  Paris  within  a  certain 
time. 

As  a  propofal  for  the  purpofe  of 
opening  a  negotiation,  theembaffa- 
dor  was  inftruded  to  demand  that 
Malta  fhould  remain  in  perpetuity 
gt«^the  poifeffion  of  His  Majefty, 
who  was  to  indemnify  the  order 
for  their  Ioffes,  and  Holland  and 
Switzerland  were  to  be  evacuated 
by  the  French.  England  was  to 
confirm  the  ifland  ef  Elba  to 
France,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
K  ing  of  Etruria,  the  Italian  and 
•Ligurian  republics.  In  his  firft 
difcuffion  of  this  propofition,  after 
an  interview  with  Bonaparte,  Tal¬ 


leyrand  did  not  ftrenuoufly  objed' 
to  the  principle  that  Great  Britain' 
was  inti  tied,  to  a  counterpoife 
againft  the  acquifitions  made  by 
France  fince  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
but  made  vehement  objedions  to 
the  word  fatisfadion. 

i(  He  faid,”  Lord  Whitworth 
relates,  C(  that  the  Firft  Conful 
was  hurt  at  th«  expreftion  Tatis- 
fadion,  to  which  he  gave  an  in¬ 
terpretation  I  had  never  underftood 
belonged  to  it,  as  implying  fuperi- 
orlty  j  fo  that  if  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  required  fatisfadion  of 
the  French,  it  arrogated  to  itfelf  a 
iuperiority.  I  told  him,  what 
certainly  mud  be  underftood  by 
every  one,  that  the  demand  of  fa¬ 
tisfadion  implied  that  one  party 
had  been  offended  by  another,  and 
of  courfe  had  a  right  to  demand 
fuch  fatisfadion  ;  that  an  inferior 
had  an  equal  right  with  his  fupe- 
rior  to  demand  it ;  *but  in  the  cafe 
in  queftion  there  was  perfed  equa¬ 
lity,  and,  confequently  there  was 
no  offence  to  be  found,  but  in  the 
condud  which  rendered  fuch  an 
appeal  neceffary.  The  difcuffion 
of  this  point  took  up  a  confiderable 
time,  without  producing  any  thing 
decifiveM 

On  thefubjedof  Malta,  Talley¬ 
rand  fa  id,  that  although  extreme¬ 
ly  anxious  to  avoid  war,  the  Firft 
Conful  infilled,  and  always  would 
infill  on  the  full  execution  of  the 
Treaty.  He  would  not,  however, 
objed  to  any  mode  by  which  Great 
Britain  might  acquire  fecurity ; 
and  the  Minifter  intimating  that 
means  might  be  found  to  fatisfy 
both  parties,  lord  Whitworth 
confen ted  to  forward  a  Paper  de¬ 
livered  by  him,  in  hopes  that  as 
an  arrangement  of  the  prefen t  dif- 
pute,  a  temporary  poifeffion  of  the' 
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ifland  might  be  conceded  to  Great 
Britain. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Lord 
Whitworth  entertained  fanguine 
expectations  from  this  over¬ 
ture  j  but  if  he  had  been  fo  rafh  as 
to  form  them,  they  mult  have  been 
diffipated  when  he  received  a  letter, 

I  informing  him  of  the  forcl- 
U  ..  bleinterferenceof  the  French 

Pri  *  charge  d’affaires  at  Ham¬ 
burgh,  with  the  fenate,  to  compel 
the  infertion  in  their  Gazette  of 
the  molt  low,  profligate,  and  fcur- 
rilous  libel  againft  the  king  and  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain,  that  had 
ever  been  iffuedby  any  Government 
but  that  of  France  in  her  furious  re¬ 
volutionary  career.  The  embaffa- 
dor  was  inftrufted  to  exprefs  the 
Xing’s  unwillingnefs  to  believe 
that  the  French  Government  could 
have  authorifed  fo  outrageous  an 
attack  upon  him  and  his  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  fo  daring  a  violation  of 
the  independence  of  a  neutral  date. 
But  he  was  alfo  to  declare  the  im- 
poflibility  of  bringing  the  prefent 
difcuffions  to  an  amicable  conclu- 
fton,  unlefs  fatisfaCHon  fnould  be 
given  for  the  indignity  which  had 
thus  been  offered  to  him  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe.  This  applica¬ 
tion  was  attended  with  the  defired 
effeCL  Talleyrand  explicitly  dif- 
avowed  the  conduCt  ol  M.  Rhien- 
hardt,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
Firft  Conful,  promifed  every  fatis- 
faCtion. 

The  letter  demanding  reparation 
for  this  infult  was  accompanied  by 
another,  dating  the  pleafure  with 
which  the  King  learned  that  the 
jultice  of  his  claim  was  admitted  ; 
propofng,  from  a  willingnefs  to 
fave  the  honour  of  France,  if  that 
was  made  a  material  point,  to  ac- 
Vvjjl,  XLV,  or  Vol,  III,  New 


cept  of  the  right  of  garriforing 
Malta  in  perpetuity,  giving  the 
civil  government  of  the  ifland  to  the 
order,  and  refervingfor  theMaltefe 
the  privileges  ftipulated  in  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens.  If  neither  this 
point  nor  the  abfolute  poffeffion  of 
the  ifland  could  be  conceded,  he 
would  be  content  to  retain  Doffeffion 

X' 

for  a  limited  term  of  years  (ten  was 
the  number  afterwards  fixed),  pro¬ 
vided  his  Sicilian  Majefty  could 
be  prevailed  on  to  cede  the 
fovereignty  of  the  ifland  of  Lam- 
pedofa,  for  a  valuable  confideratiorr. 
In  that  cafe,  Malta  fhould  be  given 
up  to  the  inhabitants,  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  an  independent  ftate ;  and 
his  Majefty  would  be  ready  to 
concur  in  any  arrangement  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  Order  of 
St.  John  in  fome  other  part  of 
Europe,  Lord  Whitworth  was 
alfo  inftruCted  not  to  refufe  to  lifters 
to  any  propofttion  made  with  a 
view  to  any  equivalent  fecurity  for 
thofe  objeCfs,  in  regard  to  which 
his  Majefty  claimed  poffeffion  of 
occupation  of  Malta.  If,  however, 
he  fhould  be  of  opinion,  that  there 
were  no  hopes  of  bringing  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  to  a  favourable  conclu- 
fion,  he  might  inform  M.  Talley¬ 
rand  of  the  neceffity  he  fnould  "be. 
under,  after  a  certain  time  to  leave 
Paris. 

The  firft  opportunity  which 
Lord  Whitworth  gained  of  forming 
an  opinion  on  the  probable  fuccefs 
of  thefe  propofttions,  was  at  an 
interview  with  Jofeph  Bonaparte, 
who  rejeded  the  poffeffion  of  the 
ifland,  nor  could  he  confent  to  the 
tenure  of  the  fortreffes  in  perpe¬ 
tuity,  but  voluntarily  propofed 
that  Great  Britain  fhould  hold 
them  for  a  term ;  and  the  embaffa- 
Series,  [BfJ  doT 
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dor  did  not  diffent,  provided  Lam- 
dedofa  could  be  alfo  obtained.  A 
converfation  to  the  fame  efied, 
with  Talleyrand,  gave  hopes  of  a 
fpeedy  and  favourable  arrangement. 
Thefe  hopes  fluduated  during  fome 
days,  in  which  feveral  interviews 
took  place ;  but  at  length,  after 
eonfiderable  delay,  Talleyrand 
delivered  as  the  Find  ConfuPs 
"anfvver,  that  no  confideration 
on  earth  fhould  induce  him  to  eon- 
feat  to  a  conceffion  in  perpetuity 
of  Malta,  in  any  fhape  whatever  ; 
and  that  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the 
order  was  not  fo  much  the  point 
to  be  difcuffed,  as  that  Of  fuffering 
Great  Britain  to  acquire  a  pofTeffion 
in  the  Mediterranean. 

This  obfer ration  applied  only  to 
permanent  pofTeffion ;  but,  on  the 
following  day,  Lord  Whit- 


April. 


worth  received  information 


from  the  fame  quarter,  that 
the  Firft  Conful  would,  on  no 
terms  hear  either  of  a  perpetual  or 
a  temporary  poiTeffion  of  Malta  ; 
his  objed  was  the  execution  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens ;  and  rather  than 
fubmit  to  fuch  arrangement  as  was 
laft  propofed,  lie  would  even  con- 
fent  to  our  keeping  the  object  in 
dlfpute  for  ever.  In  the  one  cafe, 
there  was  an  appearance  of  generali¬ 
ty  and  magnanimity  ;  but  in  the 
other,  nothing  but  weaknefs  and 
the  effed  of  coercion.  His  refo- 
lution  being  thus  taken,  he  pro¬ 
pofed  the  poiTeffion  of  Lampedofa, 
or  any  other  of  the  final]  ifiands, 
of  which  there  were  three  or  four 
between  Malta  and  the  coaft  of 
-Africa,  which  would  be  a  fufficient 
flat  ion  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  a 
place  of  refuge  and  fecurity  for  any 
fquadron  Great  Britain  might  find 
It  convenient  to  keep  in  that  fea. 


This  propofal  Lord  Whitworth 
pofitively  refufed  to  tranfmit. 
His  Majeity,  he  faid,  would 
never  confider  Lampedofa  equiva¬ 
lent,  in  point  of  fecurity,  to  Malta. 
PoiTeffion  (either  permanent  or 
temporary)  was  neeeffary  for  our 
fecurity,  and  was  rendered  fo,  not 
from  any  defire  of  aggrandifement 
on  the  part  of  his  Majeity,  butby  the 
conduct  of  the  French  Government  j 
and  fo  firongly  were  we  impreffed 
with  the  neceffrty,  that  rather  than 
abandon  it,  we  were  prepared  to 
go  to  war. 

To  thefe  and  many  other  argu¬ 
ments,  Talleyrand  objeded  the 
dignity  and  honour  of  the  Firft 
Conful,  which  could  not  admit 
of  his  confenting  to  any  thing 
which  might  carry  with  it  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  yielding  to  a  threat. 

Lord  Whitworth  anfwered, 
“  It  never  could  be  admitted, 
that  the  Firft  Conful  had  a  ri^ht 
to  act  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  excite 
jealouily  and  create  alarm  in  every 
ftate  of  Europe,  and  when  alked 
for  explanation  or  fecurity,  to  fay 
that  it  was  contrary  to  his  honour 
or  dignity  to  afford  either.  Such  ar¬ 
guments  might  perhaps  fuffice  when 
applied  to  fome  of  thofe  govern¬ 
ments  with  which  France  had  been 
accuftomed  to  treat,  or  more  pro¬ 
perly  to  didate  to,  but  never  could 
be  ufed  to  Great  Britain ;  his 
Majefty  had  a  right  to  fpeak  freely 
his  opinion,  and  poffeffed  alfo  the 
means,  whenever  he  chofe  to  em¬ 
ploy  them,  of  oppofing  a  barrier 
to  the  ambition  of  any  individual, 
or  of  any  ftate  which  fhould  be 
diipofed  to  threaten  the  fecurity 
of  his  dominions,  or  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe.” 

This  converfation  was,  in  fad, 

con- 
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cenclufivCj  although  three  weeks 
afterward  elapfed  in  conferences 
wherein  no  effectual  arrangement 
was  offered,  and  in  correfpondences 
which  rendered  it  obvious  that 
France  was  folicitous  only  to  create 
delays.  After  the  pofitive  declara¬ 
tion  of  Bonaparte,  that  his  greateft 
objedion  was  founded  on  the 
poflibility  of  an  eftablifhment  in 
the  Mediterranean  being  acquired 
by  Great  Britain,  it  rnuft  be  ap¬ 
parent  that  his  offer  of  fandioning 
the  purchafe  of  Lampedofa,  with¬ 
out  allowing  a  temporary  poffeftion 
of  Malta  was  not  confidered  as 
the  mean  of  affording  fuch  an 
eftablifhment,  or  the  fecurity  with 
which  it  was  moft  defirable  that  it 
fhould  be  attended.  Note  after 
Note  paffed  between  Talleyrand 
and  Lord  Whitworth,  exhibiting 
fometimes  hopes  of  an  attempt  to 
conciliate,  but  generally  deftroying 
them  immediately  by  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  feme  extravagant  propor¬ 
tion,  or  the  refufal  of  fome  ne- 
ceffary  .  explanation.  The  chi¬ 
canery  of  the  French  Government 
was  even  carried  fo  far,  as  to  with¬ 
hold,  on  various  pretexts,  the  em- 
baffador’s  paffports  ;  but  at  length 
Lord  Whitworth,  having  acconv 
modated  himfelf  to  every  delay, 
for  which  a  motive  in  the  flighted 
degree  plaufible,  could  be  affigned, 
quitted  the  fhores  of  France. 

On  the  embaffadoFs  arrival  in 
London,  his  Majefty  publifhed  in 
his  Declaration  the  motives  of  his 
condud,  and  his  determination  to 
fupport  his  rights  and  proted  his 
fubjeds  by  force  of  arms. 

In  this  Declaration,  his  Majefty 
announced  that  his  earned  endea¬ 
vours  for  the  prefervation  of  peace 
having  failed  of  fuccefs,  he  enter¬ 
tained  the  fulled  -confidence  that 


he  fhould  receive  the  fame  fupport 
from  his  Parliament,  and  that  the 
dime  zeal  and  fpfrit  would  be  manL 
fefted  by  his  people,  which  he  had 
experienced  on  every  occafion  when 
the  honour  of  his  crown  had  been 
attacked,  or  the  effential  interefts 
of  his  dominions  had  been  endan¬ 
gered.  A  fuccind  narrative  was 
given  of  all  the  tranfadions  be¬ 
tween  this  country  and  France, 
from  the  negotiation  which  led  to 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  till  the  time 
of  the  rupture.  After  a  calm,  but 
impreflive  enumeration,  it  conclu¬ 
ded  in  thefe  terms.  <(  Under  all 
thefe  infuks  and  provocations,  his 
Majefty,  not  without  a  due  fenfe 
of  his  dignity,  has  proceeded  with 
every  degree  of  temper  and  modera¬ 
tion  to  obtain  fatisfadion  and  re- 
drefs,  while  he  has  negleded  no 
means  confiftent  with  his  honour 
and  the  fafety  of  his  dominions 
to  induce  the  government  of  France 
to  concede  to  him,  what  is,  in  his 
judgment,  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
the  future  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
His  efforts  in  this  refped  have 
proved  abortive,  and  he  has  there¬ 
fore  judged  it  neceffary  to  order 
his  embaffador  to  leave  Paris.  In 
having  recourfe  to  this  proceeding, 
it  has  been  his  Majefty's  objed  to 
put  an  end  to  the  fruitlefs  difeuf- 
fions  which  have  too  long  fubfifted 
between  the  two  governments,  and 
to  clofe  a  period  of  fufpence  peculi¬ 
arly  injurious  to  the  fubjeds  of 
his  Majefty. 

(C  But  though  the  provocations 
which  his  Majefty  has  received 
might  in  title  him  to  larger  claims 
than  thofe  which  he  has  advanced, 
yet,  anxious  to  prevent  calamities 
which  might  thus  be  extended  to 
every  part  of  Europe,  he  is  ftill 
willing,  as  far  as  is  confiftent  with 
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his  own  honour,  and  the  interefts 
of  his  people,  to  afford  every  fa¬ 
cility  to  any  juft  and  honourable 
arrangement,  by  which  iuch  evils 
may  be  averted.  He  has,  there¬ 
fore,  no  difficulty  in  declaring  to 
all  Europe,  that  norwithftanding 
all  the  changes  which  have  taken 
place  fince  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
notwithflanding  the  extenfion  of 
the  power  of  France,  in  repug¬ 
nance  to  that  Treaty,  and  to  the 
fpirit  of  Peace  itfelf.  His  Majefty 
will  not  avail  himfeif  of  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  to  demand  in  compen- 
fation  all  that  he  is  intitled  to  re¬ 
quire,  but  will  be  ready  to  con¬ 
cur,  even  now,  in  an  arrangement 
bv  which  fat  is  fad  ion  (hall  be 
given  to  him,  for  the  indignities 
which  have  been  offered  to  his 


crown  and  to  his  people,  and  fub- 
ftantial  fecurity  afforded  againft 
further  encroachments  on  the  part 
of  France. 

“  His  Majefty  has  thus  d iff in&ly 
and  unrefervediy  hated  the  reafons 
of  thofe  proceedings  to  which  he 
has  found  himfeif  compelled  to  re¬ 
fort.  He  is  aduated  by  no  dif- 
pofition  to  interfere  in  the  inter¬ 
nal  concerns  of  any  other  State  ; 
by  no  projeds  of  conqueft  and 
aggrandizement ;  but  folely  by  a 
fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  the  intereffs  of 
his  people,  and  by  an  anxious  de¬ 
fire  to  obftrud  the  further  progrefs 
of  a  fyflem  which,  if  not  refilled, 
may  prove  fatal  to  every  part  of 
the  civilized  world.” 


CHAP.  IX. 

»  /*,  * 

Demand  of  further  Papers  in  both  Houfcs;  explanations  of  M infers  ;  The 
King’ s  Mejfage  difcujfed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  \  an  Addrefs  moved  by  Lord 
Pelham  ;  jeconded by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland ;  principal  topics ,  urged  in  the 
debate ;  the  Addrefs  carried  by  a  large  majority .  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  continued  during  two  days  ;  the  Report  on  the  firjl  day  dtfedlive  ; 
Addrefs  moved  by  Lord  Haivkejbury  ;  an  amendment  propofed  by  Mr.  Grey  ; 
fpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  of  Mr.  Wilber  force  ;  conrfe  of  the  argument  on  the 
following  day  ;  fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox;  anfvscr  to  it  by  the  Chari  cell  or  of  the 
Exchequer ;  animadverfons  op  it  by  the  Attorney  General  and  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham  ;  the  Addrefs  carried  by  a  great  majority. 


IN  the  interval  between  pre- 
fenting  the  Papers  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  day  appointed  for 
difeuffing  them,  feverai  motions 
were  made  for  additional  Papers, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  was 
granted.  On  thefe  oecafions, 
Minifters  explained  feverai  points 
incident  to  the  negotiation,  and 
fatisfied  thofe  who  inquired,  on 


various  topics  with  refped  to 
which  rumours  were  in  general 
circulation.  Lord  Pelham 
admitted  that  a  contre  pro. 
jet  refpeding  Malta,  and  1  * 

the  conditions  on  which  his  Majefly 
would  be  allowed  to  hold  it  for  ten 
years,  had  been  communicated  to 
Minifters  ;  but  then  it  was  handed 
to  them  info  fecre't,  fo  confidential, 

and 
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and  fo  unofficial  a  manner,  that  it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  pro¬ 
duce  it,  and  he  cautioned  the  Houfe 
againft  relying  on  it  as  a  balls  of 
any  negotiation. 

In  the  lower  Houfe,  Mr. 
20ih.  Qrey  reqUired  fome  Papers 

to  explain  the  negotiations  wnich 
he  fuppofed  to  have  taken  place 
between  the  Britifh  Government, 
and  the  French  embaffador  in  Lon¬ 
don;  but  thefe,  Lord  Hawkelbury 
allured  him,  were  confined  to  fome 
very  trivial  points.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread  alked  for  an  anfwer  to  the 
following  queltion  :  Whether  there 
were  authentic  accounts  of  Mr. 
Talbot  having  left  Prias  ?  or  if 
Portalis  was  gone  from  London  ? 
Lord  Hawkelbury  faid,  no  authen¬ 
tic  accounts  had  been  received 
refpefting  Mr.  Talbot,  nor  did  he 
know  whether  M.  Portalis  was 
gone  from  London,  nor  was  there 
any  truth  in  the  report  that  they 
had  remained  for  fpecial  purpofes. 
In  apfwer  to  another  queftion 
from  the  fame  member,  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  allured  the  Houfe, 
that  fince  the  departure  of  Lord 
Whitworth,  no  communication 
had  been  made  on  any  practical 
point  which  Minifters  thought 
themfelves  juftifiable  in  difclofing. 

Mr.  Grey  alked,  whether,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  departure  of  the 
Englilh  and  French  embaffadors, 
any  new  communications  had  been 
made?  There  was  a  report  in 
town,  he  believed,  in  ponfequence 
of  French  Papers  received  that 
day,  that  the  Emperor  of  Rulfia 
had  offered  his  mediation,  and  he 
inquired  whether  it  had  any  foun¬ 
dation  ?  If  any  communication 
had  been  made,  though  in  fuch  a 
circuitous  mode  that  it  could  not, 
in  point  of  form,  be  laid  before 


the  Houfe,  yet  he  hoped,  as  fuch 
information  would  be  highly  im¬ 
portant,  the  noble  Lord  would 
not  refufe  to  impart  it.  Lord 
Hawkelbury  Lid,  that  after  Lord 
Whitworth  left  Paris,  it  had  been 
communicated  that  an  arrange¬ 
ment  might  be  made  for  this  coun¬ 
try  to  retain  Malta  for  a  certain 
number  of  years,  on  condition  of 
the  French  holding  Otranto  and 
the  other  htuations  they  had  be-* 
fore  poffefied  on  the  Gulf  of  I  a- 
rentum ;  but  the  communication 
was  altogether  fuch,  that  Nlirifters 
did  not  think  it  confiftent  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  country 
to  liften  to  it.  He  had  heard, 
that  the  Emperor  of  Rufiia,  juft  at 
the  clofe  of  the  negotiation,  had 
expreffed  a  wilh  and  a  nope  that 
matters  could  be  amicably  termi- 
nated,  but  nothing  of  his  perfonal 
mediation  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Canning  alked  whether  any 
formal  anfwer  had  been  given  by 
the  French  Government  as  to  the 
continuance  of  the  French  army  in 
Holland,  in  defiance  of  the  withes 
of  the  people  in  that  country, 
and  of  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens?  Lord  Hawkelbury  an- 
fwered,  that  no  formal  remon- 
ft ranee  had  been  made,  neither 
had  any  formal  anfwer  been  re¬ 
turned.*  There  had  been  commu¬ 
nications,  but  they  ei^nced  no 
difpofitton  to  give  fatisfa&ion  with 
regard  to  the  eilential  points  an 
difpute,  and  in  facT  they  appeared 
only  to  have  been  made  with  a 
view  to  gain  time;  they  were 
certainly  not  fuch  as  Minifters  con¬ 
ceived  it  would  have  become  them , 
to  have  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Sheridan  moved  an  Addrefs  for 
the  communication  of  Papers,  on 
this  fubjed,  but  on  the  remon- 
r  h  *  ft ranee 
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ftrance  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Jolmftone  having  obferved 
that  in  Lord  Whitworth's  difpatch 
of  the  4th  of  May,  Talleyrandin- 
finuated  a  with  to  cede  Malta  to 
Ruffia,  in  anfwer  to  which  note, 
the  Secretary  of  State  faid,  “  to 
Ruffia  alone  England  would  give 
Malta,  but  the  Englilh  govern¬ 
ment  well  knows  Ruffia  would  not 
accept  it;’3  and  General  Gafcoyne 
having  demanded  certain  papers 
relative  to  Malta,  and  the 
Italian  Republic,  previous  to  the 
figning  of  the  Preliminaries  of 
Peace,  a  fpirited  debate  enfued. 
In  the  courfe  of  it,  Mr.  Ward  faid 
he  thought  it  abfolutely  neceffiary 
that  thofe  infamous  lies  which  had 
been  propagated  concerning  Lord 
Hobart  fhould  be  done  away.  It 
was  impoffible  to  fuppofe  he  would 
have  told  the  Maltefe  deputies  to 
come  to  his  houfe  ro  fpeak  to  him, 
but  not  to  fhew  themfelves  at  his 
office,  left,  he  ihould  give  offence  to 
the  French  Government.  He 
wifhed  to  know  what  foundation 
there  was  for  fuch  a  difgr aceful 
report  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  faid,  the  only  anfwer 
he  had  to  make  was,  to  repeat 
what  he  had  already,  ftated  in  the 
courfe  of  the.  debate:  namely, 
that  he  never  heard  the  imputation 
thrown  o^t  until  he  came  to  the 
•Houfe  that  day.  The  motions 
for  papers  were  negatived;  indeed 
many  opppofition  Members  thought 
them  fuperftuous,  and  Mr,  W. 
Smith  faid  he  could  not  help 
acknowledging  that  Minifters,  had 
uniformly  (hewn  a  difpofition  to 
comply  with  every  reafonable  re- 
quifttion. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  debate  Lord 


4 

Temple  inquired  whether  it  was 
true  as  reported,  that  Georges  had 
been  deported  to  Canada  by  the 
Rritifh  government.  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury  warmly  noticed  this  as  one 
of  the  violent  attacks  which  that 
noble  Lord  was  in  the  habit  of 
making  againft  Minifters ;  they 
would  have  coniidered  themfelves 
highly  criminal,  if  they  had  com¬ 
pelled  any  individual  to  tranfport 
himfelf  from  this  country  to  Canada. 

j 

On  the  day  appointed  for  , 
taking  the  King's  Meffage 
into  confideratlon,  an  Addrefs  was 
moved  by  Lord  Pelham,  alluring 
His  Majefty  that  the  Houfe  ob- 
ferved  with  the  ftrongeft  feelings 
of  indignation  that  his  endeavours 
to  prelerve  peace  had  been  fruftr-a- 
ted  by  a  reftlefs  fpirit  of  ambition 
and  domination,  in  the  government 
of  France,  and  of  their  fixed  de¬ 
termination  to  concur  in  calling 
forth  the  refources  and  exertions  of 
the  country,  in  fupport  of  a  caufe 
in  which  were  involved  the  honour 
of  his  Majefty’s  crown,  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  his  people ;  and 
all  that  was  dear  and  valuable  to 
them,  as  a  free  and  independent 
nation.. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  in  a  fpeech  of  great  abili- 
lity,  and  fupported  by  a  great 
number  of  Peers ;  particularly  the 
Duke  of  Clarence,  Lord  Mulgrave, 
Lord  Melville,  Lord  Ellenborough, 
and  the  Earl  of  Rofslyn.  Earl 
Spencer  and  Lord  Grenville  alfo 
fupported  the  Addrefs,  but  exprefsly 
accepted  a  condition,  made  by 
Lord,  Pelham  in  opening  the  bu- 
finels,  that  the  conduH  of  the  mi- 
niftry  fhould  be  referved  for  future 
difeuffion,  Earl  Moira  adopted  a 
5  mode 
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mode  of  conduT  nearly  fimilar, 
but  indulged  a  greater  latitude 
both  of  praife  and  cenfure.  The 
Addrefs  was  oppofed  by  Earl  Stan¬ 
hope,  in  a  fpeech  on  which  Lord 
Mulgrave  obferved,  that  he  had 
never  heard  a  greater  difplay  of 
Englilh  feeling  and  French  par¬ 
tiality.  If  the  noble  Lord  had- 
been  a  ventriloquift,  and  had  taken  , 
upon  himfelf  to  give,  in  his  own 
perfon,  a  fpecimen  of  a  debate  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  invifible 
gentleman  in  his  belly  anfwering 
and  refuting  all  the  arguments  that 
ilfued  from  his  mouth,  he  could  not 
have  done  it  better.  At  one  time 
his  fpeech  was  all  Englifh,  at 
another  time  all  French.  An 
amendment  to  the  Addrefs  was 
moved  by  Lord  King,  who  pro- 
pofed  to  omit  fome  and  fubdifute 
other  paragraphs,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  that  the  Houfe  'would 
fee  with  fatisfacfion  that  his  Ma. 
jelly  would  liften  to  any  further 
offer  of  amicable  fettlement,  con¬ 
fident  with  the  honour  and  inter- 
ells  of  the  country.  The  Duke  of 
Richmond,  the  Marquis  of  Lanf- 
down,  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
alfo  expreffed  an  anxiety  for  the 
prefervation  of  peace,  but  although 
they  cenfured  Miniflers,  did  not 
oppofe  the  Addrefs. 

The  fentiments  of  the  Lords  on 
each  fide,  on  ..the  various  topics  of 
difcuflion,  are  worthy  to  be  pre- 
ferved. 

The  Miniflers  urged  that  it  was 
neceffary  the  Houfe  fhould  come  to 
an  unanimous  vote,  and  deprecated 
the  confideration  of  theprefentas  a 
party  quell  ion.  The  Papers  on 
the  table  would  prove  that  Minif. 
ters  had  no  wifh  to  conceal  any 
part  of  their  conduH,  fince  the 
denature  of  the  Definitive  Treaty, 


and  they  had,  to  the  bed  of  their 
abilities  and  knowledge,  aided  a 
confcientigus  part  during  the  whole 
of  that  period.  For  the  fairnefs 
and  moderation  of  this  requed, 
they  received  the  praife  of  Earl 
Stanhope,  who  gave  them  cre¬ 
dit  for  the  candour  with  which 
they  had  introduced  the  mo¬ 
tion,  and  hoped  that  all  party 
feelings,  and  party  diftinftions,  or 
fides  of  the  Houfe,  would  be  banith- 
ed  at  a  period  fo  perilous  as  the 
prefent  was,  Whether  the  nature 
of  the  corned,  or  the  enemy  with 
whom  it  was  to  be  fuftained  were 
to  be  confidered. 

From  a  perufal  of  the  paper 
the  great  and  indeed  the  only 
quedion  was,  whether  a  diftindl  and 
legitimate  ground  of  war  had  been 
eftablifhed  ?  or,  in  other  words, 
according  to  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  whether  this  country, 
which  had  fo  long  held  a  proud 
and  diftinguilhed  rank  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  fhould  or 
fhould  not  ceafe  to  be  indepen¬ 
dent  ?  for  if  we  were  patiently  to 
fubmit  to  that  accumulation  of 
aggreffion,  injudice,  and  infult 
which  appeared  to  have  been  the 
continued  fydem  of  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment,  we  mud  defeend  from 
the  ftation  and  rank  which  our 
ancedors  always  maintained  in 
Europe,  and  take  our  place  among 
the  vanquidied  and  feeble  nations, 
which  had  been  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  become  the  prey  of  French  am¬ 
bition  and  plunder,  and  the  fport 
of  French  infolence.  In  fupport, 
of  thefe  opinions,  the  different 
afts  of  the  French  Government 
which  were  difclofed  in  the  papers 
were  enumerated  and  enlarged 
upon. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  how- 
[#]  4  .  ever. 
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ever,  confidered  thefe  complaints 
as  of  fmall  importance,  comparing 
them  to  the  hundred  grievances, 
which  Spain  brought  before  Europe 
at  the  commencement  of  the  laft 
Spanifh  war,  which  had  never 
been  heard  of  before,  and  Were 
never  heard  of  fince. 

Lord  Pelham  infilled  that  war 
was,  by  the  conduct  of  the  French 
Government,  rendered  inevitable,  ' 
It  was  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of 
the  national  honour,  and  the  pro- 
teiftion  of  national  rights.  The  in- 
terefts  of  our  commerce,  the  fafety 
of  our  liberties  ;  the  exiflence  of 
our  independence  were  all  involved 
in  the  manifeftation  of  effeftual  re¬ 
finance  to  French  aggrandizement 
and  ambition.  Thefe  obfervations 
were  enforced  by  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough,  who  faid  that  if  we  had  not 
at  ‘•prefen t  adequate  juflification  of 
war,  he  knew  not  what  infults, 
provocations,  or  dangers  could 
juflify  chriflian  men  in  appealing 
to  the  laws  of  felf-defence.  It 
was  a  war  to  red  refs  all  our  wrongs, 
and  to  repel  all  our  dangers.  We 
were  going  to  war,  not  for  inferior 
considerations,  but  the  greateft 
Hake  of  civil  fociety — for  every 
thing  which  an  independent  nation 
could  prize — for  the  right  of  le~ 
gifiating  for  ourfelves,  which  the 
enemy  had  propofed  to  fubmit  to 
the  flandard  of  their  arbitrary 
principles.  Such  valuable  privi¬ 
leges  fhould  never  be  abandoned 
to  the  didlates  of  any  fovereign, 
whether  lawful  or  ufurping,  or  to 
any  mafs  of  men  however  formida¬ 
ble  in  power. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  would 
not  admit  that  war  was  of  neceffity 
to  be  reforted  to..  Magnified  as 
the  various  grievances  Hated  in 
the  King’s  Declaration  were,  and 


ferioufly  as  they  were  infixed 
on,  they  all  vanifhed  when  the 
ultimatum  of  Miniflers  was  read. 
Not  one  of  them  was  therein  no¬ 
ticed,  but  all  the  objedls  contended 
for  in  the  negotiation  were  aban¬ 
doned,  and  the  controverfy  was 
brought  to  the  fingle  point,  whe¬ 
ther  Great  Britain  fhould  obtain 
the  ceffion  of  the  Ifland  of  Lampe- 
dofa.  Lord  King  too,  doubted 
greatly  the  prudence  of  going  to 
war  at  this  jundfure,  without  an 
immediate  and  preffing  neceffity. 
He  confidered  the  war  now  entered 
upon  as  a  war  for  correcling  the 
errors  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 
Malta  was  an  important  objedl, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  worth  be¬ 
ing  purchafed  at  the  expence  of 
war.  He  therefore  wifhed  that 
all  means  for  effedling  peace  might 
not  be  abandoned.  The  Duke  of 
Norfolk  and  fome  other  peers,  alfb 
expreffed  their  wifhes  that  means 
might  be  difcovered  for  maintain¬ 
ing  peace,  and  thought  that  if 
any  opportunity  fhould  offer,  it 
ought  to  be  embraced. 

'  Thefe  fentiments  were  vehe¬ 
mently  oppofed  by  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  who  declared  the  conteil  to 
be,  not  only  for  ail  our  honours, 
but  for  ail  our  rights  and  inter- 
efls.  It  was  a  war  of  neceffity, 
juftice  and  expediency  ;  it  was 
in  refifiance  to  a  flare  of  aggreffion, 
violence  and  infult,  that  could  not 
be  endured,  without  finking  the 
country  to  the  lowefl  flate  of  de¬ 
gradation  ;  and  he  was  happy  to 
fee  fuch  a  fpirit  reviving,  as  would 
enable  us  to  meet  a  war  with  dig¬ 
nity,  from  which  we  could  not 
recede  without  meannefs— a  war, 
which  was  not  matter  of  choice  on 
our  part,  but  neceffity.  From  the 
particular  fituation  of  this,  country 

at 
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at  prefen t,  and  from  the  general  cir- 
cumdances  of  Europe,  it  was  im- 
poffible  that  Great  Britain  could  / 
exid  in  degradation.  She  had 
now  onlv  the  option  between  two 
evils- — war,  vigorous  and  deter¬ 
mined  war,  or  farther  tempori¬ 
zing;  and  from  the  moment  (he 
fliould  refolve  on  the  latter,  the 
whole  frame  of  her  exigence  would 
begin  to  fall  into  pieces  ;  her  re- 
fources  would  decline,  her  com¬ 
merce  would  be  annihilated;  her 
importance  would  difappear,  be- 
caufe  her  freedom  and  national 
pride  would  be  no  more :  her 
people,  indeed,  might  remain,  but 
completely  changed,  and  di veiled/ 
of  every  trait  of  the  Britilh  cha¬ 
racter. 

The  defenders  of  Government, 
while  they  depifted  the  ambition, 
aggreffions,  incroachments,  and  evi¬ 
dent  hodile  intentions  of  Bona¬ 
parte,  cautioudy  abflained  from  the 
ufe  of  any  language  which  might 
fubjeft  them  to  the  charge  of  in¬ 
flaming  national  rancour  by  un- 
necefiary  abufe. 

Notwithftanding  the  clear  date- 
men  t  made  by  the  noble  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
would  again  go  over  in  detail  the 
wrongs  and  infults  which  this  coun¬ 
try  had  indured.  I  mud  trace, 
he  fa  id,  thofe  wrongs  of  the  Fird 
Conful  of  France  ;  and  when  I  fay 
the  Fird  Conful,  I  (hould  wilh,  if 
it  were  pofiible,  to  avoid  fpeaking 
perfonally  ;  I  Ihould  wilh  to  fpeak 
of  his  afts  as  Conful,  but  to  fay 
nothing  of  the  man.  Speaking 
only  of  him  as  Conful,  I  mud  alk, 
which  of  the  nations  of  Europe  is 
it  that  he  has  not  fubdued  or  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fubdue,  and  place  in 
the  rank  of  an  obfequiops  valfal, 
whofe  kippinefs  and  whofe  very 


exidence  (hould  depend  on  his  failles 
or  frowns  ?  Where  now  is  Holland, 
that  for  a  century  maintained,  by 
its  indudry,  a  mod  refpeftable 
rank  in  Europe  ?  That  nation  is 
trampled  down  by  his  legions, 
who,  to  add  infult  to  injury,  are 
pleafed  to  call  themfelves  allies. — * 
Where  is  the  free,  the  virtuous, 
and  the  gallant  Swifs  nation  ?  For 
centuries  they,  too,  in  the  bofom 
of  peace,  had  cultivated  the  vir¬ 
tues,  the  fciences,  and  the  ufeful  arts. 
They  llad  not  meddled  in  the  drife 
of  nations ;  they  always  prefer- 
ved  the  drifted  and  mod  honour¬ 
able  neutrality  ;  but  the  dedroyer 
came  and  fwept  away  the  produce 
of  the  indudry  of  ages  ;  and,  what 
was  dearer  to  them  than  their 
wealth,  their  independence  and  an- 
tient  liberties.  Where  is  Italy 
now?  Italy,  which  for  ages  has 
not  lifted  its  head  among  con  tending 
empires,  but  whofe  ambition  has 
merely  been  to  call  back  into  civi¬ 
lized  Europe  the  monuments  of 
ancient  arts,  the  fciences,  and  the 
tade  of  the  early  ages  of  Greece, 
refined  by  every  improvement  of 
modern  times.  Where  now  are 
thofe  unoffending  countries  ?  They 
all  lie  at  the  proud  feet  of  France, 
to  endure  either  the  anger  or  the 
clemency  of  their  conquerors. 
Among  their  fird  acquifitions  fince 
the  peace  was  Lombardy,  which 
they  pleafed  to  call  the  Italian 
Republic;  then  followed  the  Ide 
of  Elba,  Piedmont,  Parma,  and 
ladly  Switzerland.  Holland, 
which  was  one  of  thofe  nations 
whofe  independence  they  had  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  their  treaties,  was 
now  overrun  with  French  troops; 
and  as  to  this  country,  if  it  could 
fubmit  to  the  infolence  and  unjud: 
pretenlions  of  France,  it  would 
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Coon  he  in  as  degraded  and  humili¬ 
ating  a  fit  nation  as  any  of:  thofe 
fiT.aU  nations  which  were  new 
obliged  to  bow  to  the  mandates 

O 

©£  a  French  Minifter,  and  obey 
Ms  mil  ructions.  It  was  impomhie 
for  any  one,  who  confide  red  the 
conduct  of  the  French  Government 
from  the  figuring  of  the  Definitive. 
Treaty,  not  to  perceive  that  it  was 
influenced  merely  by  the  loft  of 
dominion,  and  that  fort  of  vanity 
which  might  be  fuppofed  to  poffets 
thofe  who  fancied  themfelves  the 
conquerors  of  Europe.  They  had 
ventured,  in  fpeaking  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  to  fay,  <f  England  is  no  longer 
aMe,  fingle  handed,  to  contend 
with  France.’5 

Thefe  obfervations  were  ably 
enforced  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 
who  animadverted  with  feverity 
on  the  declaration  of  Bonaparte, 
that  the  acquisitions  he  had  made 
'  were  mere  trifles  ;  and  lord  Rllen- 
Ib'o  rough  declared,  that  by  the  law 
©f  nature  and  nations,  even  an  ag- 
grandifement  by  fucceffion,  or 
or  her  wife,  might  have  been  ground 
of  jeaioufy  andfufpicion  ;  but  when 
that  aggrandifement  had  been  ob¬ 
tained  by  violence  and  injuflice, 
it  could  no  longer  be  doubted  that 
we  were  intitled  to  make  new  de¬ 
mands. 

In  addition  to  thefe  topics  the 
feveral  fpeakers  on  the  fide  of 
Government  treated  on  the  points 
in  difpute  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  as  detailed  in  the  papers. 
The  arrogant  manner  in  which 
Bonaparte  demanded  the  tranfport- 
ation,  of  the  French  nobility  and 
clergy  ;  his  lofty  requifition  that 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs  fiiould  be 
reft  rained  ;  his  unjuft  oppreffion  of 
our  commerce  ;  this  laft,  it  was  faid, 
in  a  country  like  this,  muft  be  an 


object  of  the  greateft  import^ 
.a nee  to  the  nation,  and  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  greateft  folicitude  to 
its  Government ;  but  the  French 
had  in  a  time  of  peace,  acted  with 
the  moft  inveterate  hoftility.  They 
had  not  endeavoured  to  depreciate, 
our  manufactures,  and-  fubftitute 
their  own,  by  laying  on  any  pro¬ 
tecting  duties,  or  any  fair  mode 
of  rivalfhip,  No  ;  it  was  by  force, 
and  by  injuftice.  They  not  only 
rigoroufly  prohibited  the  entrance 
of  our  manufactures  into  their 
country,  but  excluded  them  alfo 
from  every  country  which  was 
under  their  inft  uence,  or,  rather, 
which  could  be  terrified  by  the 
confideration  of  their  power,  joined 
to  that  of  their  rapacity  and  injus¬ 
tice  :  their  tribunals  had  confisca¬ 
ted  our  veffels  on  the  moft  frivol¬ 
ous  pretences,  they  had  refuted, 
in  every  in  ft  a  nee,  juftice  to  Britifh. 
claimants,  and  they  were  pleafedto 
call  this  conduct  the  conduct  of  a 
nation  at  peace.  This  country 
too,  had  been  told  that  it  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of 
Europe,  or  with  the  oppreffions 
and  vexations  that  France  might 
pleafe  to  exercife  on  other  nations, 
and  that  all  our  rights  were  derived 
from  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.  When 

j 

did  France  make  this  difeovery, 
or  when  did  Great  Britain  forfeit 
the  rank  and  eftiraation  fhe  had 
hitherto  held  among  other  nations  ? 

Nor  was  the  Million  of  Sebaftiani, 
or  his  Report  forgotten.  This  Re¬ 
port  boldly  difclofed  the  ambitious 
projects  of  France  with  refpect  to 
Egypt,  and  ultimately  with  refpect 
to  India.  This  Report,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  announced  pro¬ 
jects  of  ambition,  fuch  as  hardly 
any  other  power  had  ever  entertain¬ 
ed,  {hewed,  by  this  daring  avowal, 

which 
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Which  was  officially  published  In 
the  Gazette  of  the  Firft  Conful, 
that  the  French  Government  no 
longer  fuppofed  there  was  any 
power  which  could  thwart  their 
fchemes  of  conqueft  and  plunder. 
Egypt  was,,  in  their  opinion,  alrea¬ 
dy  a  colony  of  France.  The  fir  ft 
Conful  himielf  faid,  that  fooner  or 
later  it  mull  belong  to  France  ;  and 
his  Minifter  confeffed,  that  the  pof- 
feffion  of  it  mull  naturally  affeft 
the  fafety  of  our  empire  in  India, 
and  yet,  when  Minifters  thought 
themfelves  not  only  juftified,  but 
bound  in  duty  to  retain  Malta, 
not  as  a  compenfation  for  the  un¬ 
juft  aggrandifement  of  France, 
but  as  a  fecurity  againft  her  de- 
iigns  in  the  Mediterranean,  we  are 
gravely  told,  by  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  that  although  they  are  per¬ 
fectly  indifferent  as  to  the  Order  of 
Saint  John  of  Jerufaiem,  or  whether 
they  ever  recover  the  ifland  or  not, 
yet  they  will  not  permit  England 
to  retain  Malta,  becaufe  they  do 
not  choofe  that  England  (hould 
have  any  footing  at  all  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean.  But  not  to  Egypt 
alone  was  the  Million  of  Sebaftiani ; 
it  extended  to  the  Republic  of  the 
Seven  Elands,  the  independence  of 
which  was  ftipulated  for  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace.  Here  the  facred 
name  of  Religion  was  called  in  to 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  French 
Government,  arid  the  Firft  Conful 
was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  under 
his  protection  the  church  of  this 
independent  republic. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  al¬ 
leged  that  all  which  had  been  faid 
of  Holland,  of  its  diftreffes  and  fuf- 
ferings,  and  of  its  intimate  connex¬ 
ion  with  Great  Britain  as  to  com¬ 
mon  intereft,  had  been  very  much 
exaggerated  and  twilled  to  ferve 


particular  ends,  as  the  views  of  mens 
and  the  Hate  of  public  affairs  varied. 
There  was  nothing,  at  all  events, 
of  fueh  neceflity  as  to  prefs  this 
country  into  hoftilities  on  account 
of  Holland.  With  refpeCl  to  Swit¬ 
zerland,  notwithstanding  its  boaft. 
ed  independence,  it  was  undeniable 
that  it  belonged  in  fad  to  other 
powers,  and  not  to  us  to  interfere 
ior  its  deliverance.  Auftria  had 
clearly  a  more  intimate  connexion 
with  Switzerland,  and  a  more  power¬ 
ful  caufe  to  interpofe  than  we  could 
poffibly  have  ;  yet  Ihe  was  deaf  to 
thofe  complaints  in  which  alfo  her 
own  interefts  were  allowed  by  every 
one  to  be  moll  materially  implicated* 
No  apology  could  be  found  for  an 
aCt  fo  tyrannical  as  the  feizure  of 
Parma  and  Placentia,  but  was  there 
no  other  power  more  in  rerefted  in  the 
repreffion  of  that  defpotifm  than 
Great  Britain  ?  Were  we,  upon  all 
occafions,  to  volunteer  our  resources 
and  exertions  when  thofe  more 
immediately  interefted  did  not 
think  proper  to  interfere  ?  Why 
was  Ruffia  quiefcent,  which  openly- 
avowed  the  deep  concern  Ihe  felt 
in  the  prefervation  of  thefe  coun¬ 
tries  ? 

But  then,  faid  the  Marquis  of 
Lanfdowne,  u  another  ground  for 
going  to  war  is  difcovered  in  the 
Million  of  Sebaftiani  .  to  Egypt. 
I  beg  leave  to  ftate,  that  in  this 
very  inftance,  which  is  made  a 
ftrong  caufe  for  the  renewal  of  hof¬ 
tilities,  there  is  nothing  that  can 
juftify  us  in  appealing  to  arms, 
though  it  contained  much  that  was 
offenlive  in  the  manner  of  it. 
Does  not  every  noble  Lord  who 
hears  me,  know  that  the  Govern¬ 
ments  of  all  countries  are  in  the 
habit  of  fending  perfons.  abroad  in 
order  to  collet  information,  fome- 
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times  of  a  commercial,  and  Tome, 
times  of  a  military  nature  ?  Are 
we  now  to  learn,  for  the  firft:  time, 
that  of  all  ether  governments  that 
of  the  monarchy  of  France  was 
Banff  attached  to  that  particular 
fyfte.ro,  that  it  fent  agents  to  dif- 
tant  parts  to  acquire  intelligence 
relative  to  the  trade,  the  geogra¬ 
phical  and  political  Hate  of  there 
parts,  and  that  the  information  thus 
eoliefted  was  carefully  arranged 
and  preferred  ?  But  it  is  maintain¬ 
ed  as  a  no  her  caufe  of  war,  that 
the  Fir  ft  Conful  has  views  upon 
Egypt.  I  have  no  doubt,  my 
Lords,  that  he  has,  and  I  believe 
smy  one  in  his  fituation  would  be 
aflaated  by  juft  the  fame  views. 
I  am,  however,  very  far  from 
thinking  his  defigns  are  of  a  na¬ 
ture  fa  very  alarming  as  they  are 
deferibed,  for  it  is  nearly  impofible 
he  could  have  fuch  views  and  make 
fiich  a  declaration  as  we  are  allu¬ 
red  he  has  done,  that  Egypt  fooner 
or  later  would  belong  to  France/7 
Was  it  to  be  'expected  that,  in  the 
A  teat  ion  of  France  and  of  Europe, 
all  views  of  ambition  fhotild  be 
extinguifhed  in  the  bread:  of  the 
JFiril  Confuk  He  was  far  from 
fupporting  the  whole  of  that  per- 
fan's  character.  No  honeft  man, 
Ire  believed,  could  approve  of  his 
conduft.  Yet  it  was  not  becaufe 
the  Firft:  Conful  had  developed 
■views  of  ambition  that  we  ought 
to  conclude  that  he  intended  to  go 
to  war  with  us.  Our  bufmefs, 
however,  was  not  to  allow  ourfejves 
to  be  hurried  away  by  disapproba¬ 
tion  of  the  Firft  ConfuPs  meafures, 
<or  by  an  exaggerated  alarm  at  his 
ambition,  but  to  follow  a  Heady 
epurfe  of  national  policy. 

The  attacks  of  Bonaparte  on  the 
liberty  of  the  Britilh  Prefs  were 


in  like  manner  palliated  or  defend* 
ed.  The  Marquis  of  Laiffdowne 
faid  he  never  could  bring  himfelf 
to  think  it  food  in  need  of  protec¬ 
tion  while  the  trial  -by  jury  was 
enjoyed  by  Britilh  fubjefts.  Earl 
Stanhope  laid  Minifters  had  a  long 
firing  of  complaints  againft  the 
French  Government,  refpedimg  the 
curtailment  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  the  difmiffal  of  emigtants, 
and  the  feditious  publications  of 
bifhops.  The  infolence  of  Bona¬ 
parte,  In  requiring  thefe  conceffions 
to  his  haughry  demands,  had  been 
made  a  fubjedt  of  very  general 
complaint.  He  was  ready  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  after  having  perufed 
the  papers  with  the  utrooft  atten¬ 
tion,  he  faw  no  proof  of  his  info¬ 
lence.  If  the  French  Government' 
really  required  that  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  Ihould  be  curtailed,  that 
the  freedom  of  difeuffion  in  both 
Houles  of  Parliament  ihouid  be 
limited,  then  Minifters  ought  to 
have  infilled  oil  an  immediate  and 
diftinft  explanation.  If  the  an. 
Aver  was  not  fatisfadlory,  they 
ought  to  have  recalled  our  embaf- 
fador  that  day,  and  on  the  fucceed- 
ing  day  our  cannon  ought  to  have 
roared  to  avenge  the  infult  offered 
to  the  national  honour.  But  while 
he  was  an  advocate  for  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs,  he  was  not  to  Hand 
up  for  its  licentioufnefs.  Some 
late  publications  were  of  a  moll 
mifehievous  tendency,  and  could 
not  be  jellified  on  any  principle 
of  regard  to  the  rights  of  indepen¬ 
dent  ilatps,  It  was  of  great  im¬ 
portance  that  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  as  it  ought  to  be  exercifed, 
fhould  be  clearly  and  accurately 
defined.  The  criterion  between 
what  was  falfe,  fcandalous,  and 
fcurrilous  was,  what  would  be  tole¬ 
rated 


I 


HISTORY 

rated  with  refpeft  to  the  Minifters 
of  the  crown.  What  they  would 
not  hear  to  be  applied  to  their  con¬ 
duct,  it  was  unfair  and  criminal 
to  apply  to  the  conduct  of  the  firft 
magiftrates  of  other  dates.  On 
this  point  he  thought  the  Firft 
Conful  had  a  right  to  comp’ain, 
becaufe  it  did  not  appear  that  any 
fpecific  cafe  of  infolence  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  France  was 
eftablifhed.  Earl  Moira  alfofaid, 
he  did  not  mean  fo  much  to  dwell 
on  the  fentiments  of  the  Englifh 
newfpapers,  as  upon  thofe  which 
appered  in  French  newfpapers  pub- 
liftied  in  London,  particularly  the 
Courier  de  Londres,  a  paper  under- 
ftood  to  be  in  a  great  degree  under 
the  patronage  of  M snifters ;  and  in 
which  the  French  Government  was 
reviled  in  the  grofteft  terms.  And 
why,  he  would  afk,  fhould  a  paper 
which  could  not  be  employed  for 
any  purpofe  of  amufing  or  inform¬ 
ing  the  people  of  this  country,  be 
buffered  to  purfue  a  fyftem  of  con- 
dud;  deftrudive  of  amity,  efpecial- 
ly  when  Government  had  power, 
under  the  alien  ad,  to  fend  the 
editor  out  of  the  country,  if  it 
chofe  to  difcountenance  fuch  pro¬ 
ceedings?  Their  declining  to  do  fo 
was  not  lefs  a  juftiftcation  of  the 
remonftrances  on  this  fubjed,  than 
a  ground  of  fufpicion  as  to  thedif- 
pofitions  of  his  Majefty’s  Minif- 
ters. 

The  mention  of  Sebaftiani  and 
of  Egypt  introduced  much  difcuf- 
fton  relative  to  Malta,  and  the 
principle  of  retaining  it  becaufe 
Bonaparte  had  acquired  fo  mnch 
additional  power.  ((  When  I  hear 
the  value  of  Malta  fo  very  much 
cried  up,”  the  Marquis  of  Lands- 
downe  obferved  ffyour  Lordfhips 
will  par  dost  me  if  I  do  not  lay  fuch 
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ft  refs  upon  the  acquifition  of  th  at 
iiland.  How  comes  it  that  the 
great  importance  of  Malta  his  all 
at  once  ftarted  into  notice  ?  Your 
Lordfhips  cannot  but  recoiled  that 
four  or  five  years  ago  it  was  not 
thought  of  fo  much  value,  when  it 
was  offered  to  this  country  by  the 
Grand  Mafter,  Beftdes,  as  it  is 
in  our  pofteftion,  where  is  theabfo- 
lute  neceflity  that  compels  us  to  go 
to  war  for  it?  Is  it  to  fecure 
that  which  might  have  been  done 
by  negotiation  ?  The  Duke  of 
Richmond  too  while  he  admitted 
that  Malta,  as  a  key  to  Egypt, 
was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  us, 
contended  that  if  Malta  could  have 
been  obtained  for  a  valuable  con- 
ftderation,  he  fhould  have  preferred 
that  mode  of  fee  u  ring  it. 

Earl  Stanhope  carried  his  oppo- 
fttion  on  thefe  points  much  further 
than  any  other  peer.  He  did  not 
think  that,  in  the  principle  on 
which  the  retention  of  Malta  was 
required,  Minifters  were  juftified. 
Their  argument  was,  that  becaufe, 
fince  the  fignature  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  France  had  received  a  con- 
fiderable  acceftion  of  power,  there¬ 
fore  England  was  required  to  hold 
Malta,  by  w?av  of  additional  Leu- 
rity.  To  fuch  a  principle  he  never 
could  give  his  approbation;  but,  v. 
if,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  he 
fhould  admit  it,  Minifters  could 
have  no  objedion  to  his  contend¬ 
ing  that  it  ought  to  be  equally 
applied  on  all  ftdes.  With  this 
underftanding  he  fhould  contend* 
that  inftead  of  the  power  of  France 
being  augmented  fince  the  peace, 
it  had  been  materially  decreafed. 

In  Europe  it  might,  indeed,  be 
faid,  that  it  had  been  increafed, 
but  this  was  a  neceftary  confe- 
quence  of  antecedent  events.  After 
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the  battles  of  Marengo  and  Hohen- 
linden,  all  the  fabordinate  ftates 
of  Europe  were  virtually  under 
her  coniroul,  and  any  formal  cef- 
fion  was  merely  a  nominal,  not  a 
real  acceffion.  But,  what  was  the 
decreafe  of  their  influence  and  pow¬ 
er,  in  other  parts  of  the  world  ? 
Since  the  flgnature  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  the  important  colony  of 
Sain  Domingo,  a  colony,  in  point 
of  real  value  and  importance,  fu_ 
perior  to  all  other  French  poffef- 
fions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  been 
loft.  By  means  of  the  free  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  in  Saint  Domingo, 
Bonaparte  might  have  gained  all 
the  others,  both  Britifh  and  Span- 
ifti.  But  Minifters,  after  all  this, 
ftill  reverted  to  the  views  of  Bona¬ 
parte  refpedting  Egypt.  Was  it 
-meant  to  be  infmuatecl,  that  the 
predilection  of  Bonaparte  for  Egypt 
was  any  thing  novel  ?  Was  it  not 
well  enough  ascertained  that  the 
pofiefiion  of  it  was  ode  of  his  moft 
favourite  objects  ?  The  ftrong 
inclination  exprefled  on  this  head 
by  Bonaparte  was  not  a  fufficient 
ground  for  the  retention  of  Malta, 
in  the  way  in  which  it  was  by  Mi¬ 
nifters  propofed  to  be  retained. 
There  was  fomething  laughable  in 
the  whole  arrangements  relative 
to  the  retention  of  Malta.  It  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  difpatch  dated  the  12th 
of  May,  that  at  the  time  when 
Lord  Whitworth  was  preparing  to 
fet  out  from  Paris,  M.  Talley- 
randbrought forward  a  propofltion, 
holding  out  a  profpedt  of  allowing 
/  us  to  retain  Malta  in  perpetuity 
for  a  valuable  confideration.  On 
this  Lord  Whitworth  folicited  his 
paflports  and  left  Paris  without 
any  explanation,  a  mode  of  con¬ 
duct  which  violated  the  plaineft 
principles  of  common  fenfe.  In 


another  difpatch  Lord  Whitwotefl 
faid  of  Talleyrand,  <e  I  found  him 
to  day  entirely  difpofed  to  con-  - 
vince  me  that  the  Firft  Conful  was 
defirous  to  difcufs  fairly,  and  with¬ 
out  paflion,  a  point  which  he  ad¬ 
mitted  was  of  importance  to  both 
countries.  He  repeatedly  aflured 
me,  that  much  as  the  Firft  Conful 
had  the  acquifition  of  Egypt  at 
heart,  he  would  facrifice  his  own 
feelings  to  the  prefervation  of 
peace,  and  henceforth  feek  to 
augment  his  glory  by  improving 
and  confolidating  the  internal  fitua- 
tion  of  the  country,  rather  than  by 
adding  to  its  po^^e^f!ons.’,  “  Fair 
words  thefe,”  faid  Lord  Stanhope, 
(<  I  would  not  be  induced  to  give 
up  Malta  for  them  ;  but  when  it 
is  offered  to  give  us.  that  ifland,  in 
perpetuity,  for  a  confideration,  is 
it  not  worth  endeavouring  to  find 
out  what  confideration  would  fuit 
him?  Jerfey  and  Guernfey  are 
ftrong  for  the  purpofe  of  annoying 
him,  but  of  little  ufe  to  us.  Why 
not,  give  thefe  up?-  Is  it  not  bet¬ 
ter,  than  that  two  nations  fnould 
cleft roy  one  another  ?” 

This  laft  propofltion  met  with 
vehement  reprobation  from  all  fidcs 
of  thehoufe  ;  from  Lord  Mulgrave, 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  Lord 
Grenville.  It  was  with  profound 
aftonifnment  they  heard  the  noble 
Lord  talk  of  giving  up  thofe  iflands, 
which  had  been  fo  long  united  to, 
and  were  fo  fincerely  attached  to 
Great  Britain,  the  advantage  of 
which  we  had  fo  often  proved 
in  war,  the  benefit  of  which  we 
had  fo  conftantly  experienced  in 
peace :  thofe  iflands  which  made 
a  vigorous  defence  upon  former 
occafions  againft  the  common  ene¬ 
my,  and  whole  exemplary  rejection 
of  every  principle  of  Jacob inifm, 

ought 
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©right  to  endear  them  for  ever  to 
every  Englishman.  But  the  noble 
lord  wiihed  the  country  to  forget 
their  fervices,  to  forget  their  at¬ 
tachment,  to  forget  the  advantage 
derived  from  them,  upon  the  moll 
difgraceful  principle  that  could  be 
conceived.  Todeliver  thofe  iflands 
into  the  hands  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  would  be  an  add  of  the  greateft 
ingratitude  and  injiiftice,  as  well 
as  an  add  of  the  greateft:  impolicy. 
The  idea,  Lord  Grenville  faid, 
was  not  at  all  to  be  endured ;  and 
he  wouhd  be  forry  that  it  Should  gg 
forth  to  the  public  from  among 
their  Lordfhips  without  being  mar¬ 
ked  by  the  Itrongeft  reprobation. 
What  1  would  the  noble  Earl,  who 
profeffed  himfelf  an  advocate  for 
liberty,  recommend  to  have  fo  many 
thoufands  of  Britilh  fubjedls  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  moil  fevere  and  degra¬ 
ding  flavery  which  at  prefect  ex- 
ills  in  Europe  ?  Was  that  the  kind 
of  protedion  he  would  grant  in 
return  for  allegiance  ? 

With  refpect  to  Malta,  the  con- 
dudd  of  Go  vernment  was  vindica¬ 
ted  by  the  circumllances  apparent 
in  the  papers ;  by  the  aggrandife- 
ment  of  France  ;  the  evident  ufe 
to  be  made  of  the  evacuation  bv 
turning  it  to  advantage  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  on  Egypt  ;  and  the  impof- 
fibility,  owing  to  tire  inlidious 
-intrigues  of  France  of  fecuring  the 
independency  of  the  Order,  after 
their  revenues  had  been  fequeil rated, 
and  no  great  power  would  under¬ 
take  to  become  their  guarantees. 
On  this  point  the  fentiments  of 
Lord  Melville  were  particularly 
intitled  to  notice.  This  queftion 
he  faid  was  freed  from  much  of 
the  difficulty  and  perplexity  in 
which  it  had  been  involved.  He 
rejoiced  mod  heartily  that  nobody 


could  ft  and  up  to  deny  that  the 
10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens  was  totally  incapable  of 
being  carried  into  execution.  He 
congratulated  theHoufe,  he  congra¬ 
tulated  the  Country,  that  it  was  fo 
incapable  of  being  executed  ;  na js 
he  thought  it  matter  of  congratula- 
tion  that  the  French,  by  their 
obfttnacy,  had  prevented  any  new 
and  adequate  arrangement  for  the 
independence  of  Malta  from  being 
fubftituted  in  the  room  of  that 
which  circumllances  had  fo  com¬ 
pletely  rendered  impracticable. 
What  indeed  would  have  been  tits 
fituation  of  Malta  with  all  its  gua¬ 
rantees  ?  Was  the  guarantee  of 
Spain,  of  Pruffia,  of  France  to  be 
relied  upon  ?  It  would  not  be  pre¬ 
tended  that  fuch  fecurities  were  of 
any  avail.  The  only  guarantee 
of  importance,  and  which  could 
have  any  efficacy,  was  that  of 
Ruffia,  in  conjunction  with  Great 
Britain.  He  fpoke  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Ruffia  in  fuch  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  g  reate  ft  fat  isf aft  ion, 
for  he  confidered  it  mutually  for 
the  intereft  of  the  two  countries 
to  cherifh  the  ftrideft  union  and 
alliance.  Neverthelefs,  he  was 
happy  that  the  guarantee  of  Ruffia 
was  not  to  be  attached  to  an  ar¬ 
rangement  in  every  way  fo  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  objed  it  had  in  view.. 
It  was  in  fad  moll  advantageous* 
for  Ruffia  that  Malta  fhould  he 
under  the  protedion  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  It  was  Great  Britain  alone 
which,  by  its  naval  fuperiority,  by 
its  capacity  to  avail  itfeif  of  the 
harbours  and  naval  ft  a  tion  of  Malta, 
was  calculated  to  be  the  cuflodier 
of  Malta.  Every  other  plan  for 
its  protedion  and  for  its  independ¬ 
ence  was  futile  and  inadequate. 
Now  indeed  he  was  at  liberty  to 
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contemplate  the  poflibility  of  re- 
alifing  an  objeCt  of  fo  much  impor¬ 
tance  as  the  fettlement  of  Malta 
tinder  Britifh  protection.  Well 
did  he  remember  the  melancholy 
moments  he  had  pa  fled,  when, 
after  reading  the  Definitive  Treaty, 
he  found  Malta  expofcd  to  fo  much 
danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
a  power  that  would  employ  it  for 
our  deftruCtion.  The  importance 
of  that  ifland  had  long  appeared 
to  him  to  be  very  great,  and  Eu- 
rope  had  in  the  molt  decifive  in- 
dances  witnefled  it.  It  was  im- 
poffible  that  all  the  efforts  of 
France,  that  ail  the  armaments 
die  could  fend  forth  could  obtain 
poflfeflion  of  Egypt  while  we,  with 
a  fuperior  navy,  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  availing  ourfelves  of  the 
harbours  of  Malta.  Malta,  there¬ 
fore,  was  to  be  confidered  as  of 
infinite  importance  to  theflrength- 
ening  and  fecurity  of  our  empire  in 
India.  He  confidered  it  as  a  rock 
or  great  tower,  on  which  the  flag 
of  Great  Britain,  difplayed  and 
floating,  would  hold  forth  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  people  of  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  of  the  Adriatic,  and 
of  the  Levant  feas,  to  rally  round 
it,  and  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
protection  of  this  country.  It 
therefore  was  fubjeCt  of  congratu¬ 
lation  that,  without  any  charge 
upon  cur  good  faith,  an  opportu¬ 
nity  had  occurred  in  which  the 
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10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens  could  not  be  executed. 
As  we  were  now  going  to  war, 
and  as  Malta  formed  one  of  the 
main  objects  of  the  war,  he  wifned 
that  its  value  fhould  be  fully  under¬ 
flood,  and  that  we  fhould  likewife 
keep  in  view  the  neceffity  of  avail¬ 
ing  ourfelves  of  its  advantages  to 
tie  utmoih  He  hoped  to  hear  no 


more  of  the  Order  being  reflored  j 
or  of  the  independence  of  the  ill  and 
being  in  any  manner  guaranteed. 
While  Great  Britain  was  able  to 
keep  a  fuperior  fleet  in  the  har¬ 
bours  of  Malta,  in  the  protection 
of  Great  Britain  it  would  be  fe- 
cure.  We  were  alfo  freed  from 
auy  eonfideration  of  the  knights 
of  Saint  John.  They  had  degra¬ 
ded  and  overthrown  their  Order 
by  an  aCt  of  perfidy  ;  nor  could 
they  be  reflored  without  the  fe- 

J 

vereft  injury  to  the  people  of  the 
ifland.  The  Order  was  odious  to 
the  Maltefe  for  the  aCt  of  trea¬ 
chery  by  which  they  had  put  them 
under  the  government  of  France, 
and  it  was  doubtful  whether  the 
people  would  not  have  deemed 
themfelves  lefs  unfortunate  in  be¬ 
ing  transferred  to  France,  than  in 
being  again  placed  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  an  Order  which  they  had 
fo  much  reafon  to  hate  ail'd  to  dif- 
trufl.  Befides,  it  was  to  be  con¬ 
fidered  that  we  went  to  the  aid  of 
the  Maltefe,  previously' engaged  in 
the  reduClion  of  the  French  ;  and 
it  was  greatly  againft  the  wilhes 
of  the  people  that  the  Order  was 
to  be  reinflated  upon  any  terms. 
We  ought,  therefore,  to  fecure  to 
the  Maltefe  a  wife  and  fuitable 
form  of  civil  government,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  them  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Britifh  power,  'i  his 
object  ought  to  be  profecuted  and 
fettled  without  any  delay,  fo  that 
whenever  any  new  negotiation 
fhould  be  fet  on  foot,  we  might  be 
enabled  to  fay  that  the  people  of 
Malta,  under  a  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  agreeable  to  their  wifhes, 
were  now  eflablifhed  under  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain.  He 
wifned  it  to  be  underftood  that 
he  confidered  the  retention  of  Malta 
2  foi 
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for  ever  to  be  a  mod  elTential  ob- 
jeft,  and  one  which,  in  the  relative 
circumdances  of  France  and  this 
country,  we  were  fullv  entitled  to 
profecute  by  war.  The  attain¬ 
ment  of  this  object  would  be  of  the 
utmoft  benefit  to  all  the  dates  of 
the  Levant,  and  Under  our'  protec¬ 
tion  alone,  Malta  could  be  rendered 
independent  and  happy. 

Amid  thefe  discordances  of  opi¬ 
nion,  peers  on  all  fides  fpoke  the 
mod  animating  language  to  the 
country;  they  ce'nfured  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  enfeeble  the  public  energy 
by  affected  lamentations,  and  ex- 
aggerated  deferiptions  of  the  pri-  • 
vationsand  burthens  to  be  incurred  : 
the  refources  of  the  country  were 
equal  to  any  necelfity.  If  we  had 
not  the  chivalry  and  gallantry  of 
C refly,  Poiftiers,  and  Agincourr, 
we  had  to  oppofe  to  the  enemy  the 
heroes  of  Aboukir,  of  the  Nile,  of 
Saint  Jean  D’Acre,  of  Saint  Vin¬ 
cent,  and  of  Camperdown.  Simi¬ 
lar  heroifm  and  limilar  achieve¬ 
ments,  would  fignalize  the  prefen t 
conteft ;  and  with  fuch  refources 
ought  we  to  fubmit  to  inful  ts  ?  To 
the  energies  of  the  people,  parlia¬ 
ment  would  fupply  vvifdom,  coun- 
fel,  and  unanimous  refolution,  to 
withftand  the  common  enemy, 
without  being  influenced  by  any 
low  confederations  of  party.  If 
the  war  fhould  be  ‘of  any  long 
continuance,  the  confequences  of 
defeat  would  be  the  overthrowing 
of  our  altars,  the  dedr  lift  ion  of  our 
nobility,  the  degradation  of  the 
country,  the  extinfticn  of  the 
national  honour,  and  the  lofs 
of  that  charafter  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  made  our  people  refpeft- 
ed  among  the  nations ;  whereas, 
if  we  , fhould  profecute  it  with  that 
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vigour  with  which  our  former  wars 
had  been  carried  on,  there  Would 
be  no  doubt  of  the  fame  fuccefs. 
We  fhould  convince  the  world  that 
we  had  not  degenerated  from  the 
patriotic  fpiric  of  our  ancedors  ; 
and  we  fhould  teach  France,  that 
there  is  dill  in  Europe  a  powerful 
and  unconquered  nation,  which, 
jud  and  moderate  in  its  own  con- 
duft,  will  not  bear  inj  lift  ice  cr 
in  full  from  any  other,  and  is  aL 
ways  prepared  to  defend  its  own 
dignity,  and  to  oppofe  unju'ft  am¬ 
bition,  aggrandizement  and  en¬ 
croachment. 

The  Houfe  dividing  on  the 
queftion  for  an  Add  refs,  there  ap. 
pea  red  Contents  142,  Non  Con¬ 
tents  10. 

The  difeuflion  in  the  Houfe  „ 


which  is  deferibed  as  one  of  great 
ability  and  evident  preparation, 
and  moved  an  A.ddrefs,  by  which 
the  Houfe  aflured  his  Majelly  of  the 
jud  fenfe  they  entertained  of  his 
anxious  and  uniform  endeavours  to 
preferve  to  his  people  the  bleflings 
of  peace,  of  their  drong  feelings  of 
indignation,  that  his  Majefty's 
endeavours  had  been  frufttated  by 
the  redlefs  fpiric  of  ambition  and 
domination  in  the  government  of 
France,  and  their  firm  determina¬ 
tion  to  co-operate  in  calling  forth 
the  refources  of  the  United  king¬ 
dom  for  the  vigorous  fupport  of  his 
caufe, 

Mr,  Erfkine  oppofed  th£  date- 
men  ts  of  Lord  Hawkefbury,  and 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Grey,  who 
moved  an  amendment,  limiting  the 
Addrefs  to  SiTurances  of  cO-pperati- 
on,  and  an  expreflion  of  the  fatisiac-* 
Series.  [/]'"  tiori  ‘ 
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tion  with  which  the  Commons  re¬ 
ceived  his  Majefty’s  Declaration, 
that  he  was  willing  to  afford,  as  far 
as  might  he  confident  with  his  own 
honour  and  the  interefts  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  every  facility  to  any  juft  ar¬ 
rangement  by  which  the  bleffings 
of  peace  might  be  reftored. 

Of  the  debates  on  the  firft  day, 
only  an  imperfect  account  is  pre- 
ferved,  as  the  perfons  who  took 
reports  for  the  periodical  publica¬ 
tions  were,  by  the  throng  of  curi¬ 
ous  auditors,,  excluded  from  the 
gallery  where  they  ufually  fit,  and 
no  memorial  is  preferved  of  any 
fpeeches  but  thofe  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Wilber  force. 

The  former,  after  being  ahfent 
from  Parliament  during  the  Seffion, 
made  a  fpeech  of  extraordinary 
and  unexpected  brilliancy  and  force, 
furpaffing  the  expectations,  even 
of  his  warmeft  admirers ;  he  fup- 
ported  the  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment  while  Mr.  Wilberforce  ex- 
preffed  qualified  difapprobation  of 
them. 

After  noticing  foine  of  the  pro¬ 
portions  laid  down  by  Mr.  Erf- 
kine,  Mr.  Pitt  treated  at  large 
on  the  various  topics  contained  in 
the  papers  ;  and  took  it  as  a  point 
admitted  on  the  other  fide,  that 
there  was  fuch  clear  evidence  of 
views  of  aggreftion  and  hoftility 
on  the  part  of  France,  as  juftified 
this  country  in  retaining  Malta 
for  its  own  fecurity.  This  was, 
in  faft,  he  faid,  thru  firft  great  point 
on  which  the  queftion  turned,  and 
he  contended  that  the  whole  of 
Sebaftiani’s  Report,  and  the  cir- 
cutnftances  of  his  million  to  Egypt ; 
the  exprefs  and  deliberate  avowal 
by  Bonaparte  himfeif  of  his  views 
smd  intentions,  in  a  formal  con¬ 


ference  with  Lord  Whitworth,  and 
the  information  of  the  fame  inten¬ 
tions  through  the  official  channel 
of  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
afforded  the  cJeareft  and  moft  in- 
difputable  evidence  that  the  Firft 
Conful  had  formed  the  determi¬ 
nation,  even  w'hile  Malta  was  yet 
in  our  hands,  of  refuming  his  hof- 
tile  projefts  againft  Egypt  ;  that 
the  purfuit  of  fuch  a  project  was  an 
undeniable  aft  of  hoftility  againft 
this  country,  and  aimed  at  fome  of 
its  moft  important  interefts ;  that 
it  was,  befides,  a  direft  violation 
both  of  the  letter  and  the  fpirit  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens  itfelf,  under 
pretence  of  which  Treaty  alone  our 
evacuation  of  that  Ifland  was  de¬ 
manded,  although  under  circumftan- 
ces  which,  in  other  refpefts,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  letter  of  that  Treaty, 
did  not  authorife  fuch  a  demand } 
that  the  difclofure  of  this  hoftile 
projeft  clearly  juftified  this  coun¬ 
try  in  requiring  frefh  fecurity 
againft  it,  and  if  fuch  fecurity  was 
refufed,  in  having  recourfe  to  arms 
for  that  purpofe,  at  the  moment 
which  appeared  to  be  moft  for  our 
advantage.  Having  expofed  at 
length  the  futility  of  the  pretences 
advanced  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  efpecially  on  the  fubjeft  of 
Sebaftiani's  million,  and  the  une¬ 
quivocal  avowals  of  their  further 
intentions,  both  by  Bonaparte  and 
Talleyrand ;  he  obferved  that  to 
all  the  evidence  founded  on  thefe 
feveral  documents  he  had  heard 
but  one  argument  oppofed — the  im¬ 
probability  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  thus  difclofing  its  views,  if 
it  really  entertained  them.  On 
this  point  it  might  be  fufficient  to 
obferve,  that  it  might  indeed  be 
difficult  to  account  for  fuch  a  dif¬ 
clofure. 
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ciofure,  even  on  the  fuppofition  of 
fuch  a  project  being  really  inten¬ 
ded  ;  but  that  it  was  not  only  dif¬ 
ficult,  but  impoftible  to  account 
for  it  at  all,  on  the  fuppofition  of 
its  not  being  intended.  The  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  accounting  for  the  dif- 
clofure  was  removed,  by  referring 
to  the  new  and  peculiar  policy 
which  had  marked  the  conduct  of 
France  on  many  extraordinary  oc- 
calions,  from  the  very  beginning 
of  the  Revolution  ;  that  where  any 
meafure  was  in  contemplation  more 
flagrant  and  atrocious  than  another, 
and  more  likely  to  fhock  the  ge¬ 
neral  feelings  of  Europe,  and  per¬ 
haps  to  excite  vigorous  and  united 
refiftance,  inftead  of  carefully  con¬ 
cealing  it  till  the  moment  of  ex¬ 
ecution,  it  had,  on  the  contrary, 
been  ftudioufly  announced  before 
hand  ;  the  effeft  of  this  policy  had 
been  gradually  to  familiarize  men’s 
minds  to  that  which  at  firft  they 
could  fcarcely  even  believe,  and 
that  thofe  fchemes  which,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  were  received  with 
horror,  and  would  have  been  op- 
pofedwith  indignation,  came  after¬ 
wards  to  be  contemplated  with 
negleft  and  indifference  ;  and  that 
which  at  firft  no  man  thought  it 
poffible  ferioufly  to  attempt,  was 
by  degrees  confidered  as  natural 
and  probable,  and,  in  the  end,  as 
that  which  it  was  hopelefs  and  im- 
poffible  to  refill.  He  therefore  put 
it  to  the  Houfe,  whether,  after 
having  obferved  this  praftice,  it 
was  poffible  for  us  to  be  fo  credu¬ 
lous  and  childifh  as  to  aft  on  the 
belief  that  Bonaparte  would  aban¬ 
don  the  projefts  he  had  formed, 
only  becaufe  he  had  himfelf  told  us 
he  would  perfift  in  them  ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  we  thought  that  if,  for  what¬ 
ever  reafon,  he  had  been  led  pre¬ 
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maturely  to  difclofe  this  projeft/ 
even  while  Malta,  the  great  fecu~ 
rity  againft  its  execution,  was  ftill 
in  our  poffefiion,  he  would  renounce 
the  attempt  when  thatfecurity  had 
been  furrendered  by  us,  and  put, 
in  faft,  into  his  poffeffion  ?  He 
wifhed  the  Houfe  to  confider  what 
was  to  be  our  future  conduft,  if 
after  all  the  warnings  given  us, 
we  were  now  to  furrender  Malta, 
and  the  attack  upon  Egypt  were 
to  follow  in  fix  or  twelve  months 
afterwards.  Were  we  prepared 
for  the  ridiculous,  but  difallrous 
alternative  to  which  we  fhould  be 
reduced,  of  either  fubmitting  with  • 
out  a  ftruggle  to  national  calamity 
and  difgrace,  becaufe,  forefeeing 
our  danger,  we  had  voluntarily  and 
wantonly  facrificed  the  heft  means 
of  averting  it ;  or,  when  it  was 
perhaps  too  late,  were  we  to  enter 
upon  a  difficult  and  almoft  hopelefs 
conteft,  having  by  our  own  aft. 
given  up  the  arms  by  which  we 
could  be  enabled  to  conduft  it  to  a 
fuccefsful  ifi'ue. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  took  an  able  and 
ample  review  of  the  conduft  of 
France  in  all  particulars  relative  to 
Great  Britain  fince  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  and  declared  himfelf  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  never  was  an 
occafion  on  which  it  more  clearly 
became  the  indifpenfable  duty  of 
Parliament  to  concur  with  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  the  declaration  of  the  ne- 
ceftity  and  juftice  of  war,  and  to  a  f- 
fure  him  of  firm  and  effeftual  fup- 
port.  But  in  giving  thefe  affurarw 
ces,  he  trufted  that  other  gentle¬ 
men  felt  impreffed  with  the  fame 
fenfe  which  he  did,  of  the  awful 
importance  of  the  engagement  into 
which  they  were  preparing  to 
enter,  and  that  they  confidered 
thofe  a ffurances,  not  as  foimal 
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words  of  ceremony  or  cudom,  but 
as  a  folemn  and  deliberate  pledge 
on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the 
nation,  whom  they  reprefented, 
knowing,  and  feeling  to  their  full 
extent,  the  real  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers  of  their  dtiiation,  and  of  the 
arduous  druggie  which  it  compelled 
them  to  endure,  and  being  prepared 
to  meet  thofe  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers  with  every  exertion  and  every 
facrifice  which  the  unexampled 
circum dances  of  the  times  rendered 
indifpenfable  for  the  public  fafety. 
The  fcale  of  our  exertions  could 
not  be  meafured  by  thofe  of  former 
times,  or  confined  within  the  li¬ 
mits  even  of  the  great,  and  till 
then,  unexairmlcd  efforts  of  the  lad 
war.  He  was  convinced  that  fome 
fydem  far  more  vigorous  and  effect¬ 
ual  than  any  even  then  adopted, 
would  be  found  neceffary,  both  in 
our  finance,  and  in  the  preparation 
for  national  defence.  On  the  pro¬ 
visions  to  be  made  for  thefe  two 
primary  and  paramount  objects, 
it  would  principally  depend  whe¬ 
ther  we  could  effectually  difcon- 
cert  the  favourite  projects,  and 
difappofnt  the  main  hopes  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  evident  that  if 
they  indulged  themfelves  in  any 
expectation  ot  fuccefs  in  the  prefect 
conted,  it  was  built  chiefly  on  the 
fuppofition  that  they  could  either 
break  the  fpirit  and  Peake  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  country,  by 
liarading  us  with  the  perpetual  ap- 
prehendon  of  defeent  upon  our 
toads,  or  that  they  could  impair 
our  refources  and  undermine  our 
credit,  by  the  effeCts  of  an  expert- 
five  and  protraCted.  conted.  To 
defeat  the  fird  of  thefe  purpofes, 
it  was  not  Sufficient  to  make  thofe 
naval  and  military  preparations 
which  would  prevent  any  inva* 


don  that  might  be  attempted  from! 
being  ultimately  fuccefsful  (an 
event  which  he  traded  he  was 
judified,  in  common  with  others, 
in  conddering  as  utterly  impoffi- 
ble),  but  to  make  fuch  vigorous 
and  extend  ve  arrangements  for  na- 
tional  defence,  as  might  diffufe  a 
fenfe  of  the  mod  complete  fecuritv 
againd  even  the  temporary  im- 
preflion  to  be  produced  by  fuch  an 
attempt,  and  might  enable  every 
individual  to  lav  down  his  head  to 
red,  in  the  perfuafion  and  confi¬ 
dence  that  nothing  was  omitted 
which  could  enable  us  at  once  to 
meet  and  repel  the  danger,  at  any 
moment,  and  in  any  quarter,  in 
which  it  might  threaten  us. 

In  order  to  difappoint  the  fe- 
cond  objeCt,  that  of  wearing  out 
our  refources,  he  truded  the  Houfe 
would,  from  the  beginning-,  form 
its  fydem  of  finance,  not  with  a 
view  only  to  the  expence  which 
might  be  neceffary  in  the  fird  year 
of  the  conted,  but  that  they  would 
look  at  once  to  the  poflibilify  ©f 
its  being  protraCted  to  as  long  a 
period  as  that  which  was  lately 
terminated — that  they  would  con- 
dder  fully  what,  on  the  probable 
fcale  of  the  war,  would  be  the 
whole  extent  of  the  burthens  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  be  impofed  on  that  fup¬ 
pofition.  He  truded  that,  if  pof- 
fible,  not  even  a  fortnight  fhould 
be  fathered  to  elapfe  without  ena-' 
bling  Parliament  to  adept  fuch 
meafures  as  would  convince  both. 
France  and  the  world,  that  we 
had  from  that  hour  provided  the 
means  of  fupporting  the  force,  and 
defraying  the  expenditure  which 
might  be  neceffary  for  maintain¬ 
ing  our  internal  fecurity,  and  for 
the  vigorous  and  effectual  profe- 
evttion  of  the  war,  to  any  period 

to 
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to  which  it  could  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  extend.  We  had  not 
an  option,  at  this  moment,  between 
the  bleffings  of  peace  and  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  war — from  the  fatality  of 
the  times,  and  the  general  flate  of 
the  world,  we  mull  confider  our 
lot  as  call  by  the  decrees  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  in  a  time  of  peril  and 
tronble — he  trufted  the  temper  and 
courage  of  the  nation  would  con¬ 
form  itfelf  to  the  duties  of  that 
fituation ;  we  fhould  be  prepared 
collectively  and  individually  to 
meet  it  with  that  refignation  and 
fortitude,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  that  attive  zeal  and  exertion  ; 
which,  in  proportion  to  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  crifis,  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  brave  and  free  people ; 
and  we  fhould  refleCt,  even  in  the 
hour  of  trial,  what  abundant  reafon 
v/e  had  to  be  grateful  to  Provi¬ 
dence,  for  the  diltinCtion  we  en¬ 
joyed  over  mod  of  the  countries 
of  Europe,  and  for  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  and  bleffings  which  national 
wifdom  and  virtue  had  hitherto 
protected,  and  which  it  would  now 
depend  on  perfeverance  in  the 
fame  juft  and  honourable  fenti- 
ments  ftiil  to  guard  and  to  pre- 
ferve. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  on  the  other 
hand,  admitted  that  the  general 
fpirit  of  faithieftnefs,  ambition  and 
aggrandizement  manifefted  by  the 
French  government  towards  all 
other  countries,  with  the  command¬ 
ing  tone  and  port  which  they  had 
allumed  in  all  their  dealings  ;  that 
their  marked  hoftility  towards  this 
nation,  combined  with  their  for¬ 
midable  means  of  giving  effeCt  to 
that  hoftility  ;  their  views  on 
Egypt,  their  obtaining  of  which, 
would  be  h'ghly  dangerous  to  our 
pofTeffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies  5  all 
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thefe  confiderations,  confirmed  and 
heightened  by  the  feverai  aCts  of 
injuft  ice  and  indignity,  ftated  fo 
forcibly  in  his  Majefty’s  Declara¬ 
tion,  conftitutedfuch  a  body  of  ag- 
grcffion,  injury,  and  infult,  and 
manifefted  fuch  a  rooted  fpirit  of 
hoftility  towards  us,  as  to  give  us 
a  right,  on  principles  of  provident 
felf-defence,  to  declare  war  againft 
France,  if,  all  circumftances  con- 
fidered,  war  fhould  appear  to  be 
dictated  by  the  principles  of  found 
policy.  But  the  real  fecurity,  the 
true  intereft  of  this  country  ftrong- 
ly  enforced  the  expediency  of 
avoiding  war,  if  poffible,  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs,  and, 
he  could  not  but  believe  that  Mi- 
nifters  had  plunged  into  it  ralhly 
and  unnecefifarily,  and  that  the 
chief  ground  on  which  they  had  , 
refted  their  caufe,  the  main  hinge 
on  which  all  had  turned  ;  was  not 
fuch  as  they  could  fully  vindicate. 
All  the  difpute,  he  contended 
turned  on  Malta,  and  he  declared 
that  Minifters  were  not  warranted 
in  making  the  demand  of  retaining 
that  Ifiand,  and  had  therefore  aCted 
un wifely,  not  to  lay  unjuftly,  in 
putting  the  whole  caufe  on  this 
ilfue.  Granting  that  difficulties 
had  occurred,  difficulties  not  only 
not  created  by  us,  but  of  which 
France  had  been  the  fecret  infttga- 
tor,  which  by  preventing  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  conditions  by  which 
we  meant  to  provide  for  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  ifiand,  had  fair¬ 
ly  prevented  our  evacuating  it  on 
the  day  fixed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens ;  yet  {till,  we  (hould  have 
ufed  our  endeavours  to  overcome 
thofe  difficulties,  and  to  provide 
other  means  of  accompl idling  the 
fame  end.  On  Sebaftiani’s  Letter 
fie  would  not  fay  much,  but  it 
[  /]  3  would 
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would  fcarcely  warrant  the  conclu- 
fion  which  had  been  drawn  from 
it.  The  views  of  the  Firft  Con- 
ful  on  Egypt  were  not  doubtful, 
but  they  were  not  unknown  or  new. 
Miniders  were  aware  of  them  at 
the  time  they  concluded  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  and  ought  then  to  have 
guarded  againft  them,  indead  of 
now  requiring  the  poffeflion  of 
Malta  inftead  of  its  independence. 
Malta,  faid  Mr.  Wilberforce,  is 
indeed  a  valuable  poffeffion,  but 
the  moll  valuable  of  all  the  poffeffi- 
ons  of  this  country  is  its  good 
faith. 

<(  It  appears  to  me,”  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  i(  that  the  King’s  Mef- 
fage  to  Parliament  was  a  meafure 
which  tended  to  create  a  breach  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries.  Cer¬ 
tainly  it  has  not  been  proved  that 
any  great  armaments  were  making 
in  the  ports  of  France  ;  but  I  will 
pafs  over  this  topic — 1  confefs  that 
great  allowances  ought  to  be  made 
for  adminidration,  who,  it  mud  be 
remembered,  were  in  the  painful 
fituation  of  being  refponfible  for 
the  fecurity  of  this  country.  Rut 
it  was  urged  in  defence  of  his  Ma- 
jelty’s  Miniders,  that  they  mud 
make  a  dand  fomewhere ;  they 
had  been  fubjefted  to  a  long  courfe 
of  injury  and  infult,  and  it  was  un¬ 
fair  to  date  the  point  on  which 
thev  at  lad  took  their  dand,  as 
if  it  were  the  only  point  of  differ¬ 
ence  :  true,  but  in  proportion  as  it 
was  neceffarv,  in  the  circumffan- 
ces  of  hisMajedv’s  Miniders,  that 
they  mud  take  their  ground  fome¬ 
where,  in  that  fame  proportion 
was  it  incumbent  on  them  to  fe- 
left  the  ground  on  which  they 
could  make  their  final  dand,  with 
more  than  ordinary  caution  and 
judgment.  Again,— The  conduft 


of  Miniders  in  the  cafe  of  Sv^ftzer. 
land,  renders  it  almod  impoflible 
for  me  to  concur  in  declaring  in 
the  words  of  the  Addrefs,  my  fenfe 
of  their  anxious  and  uniform  en¬ 
deavours  to  preferve  the  bleflings  of 
peace.  The  conduct  of  govern¬ 
ment  was,  in  that  indance,  unwar¬ 
rantable,  and  they  were  not  jufti- 
fied  in  expofing  this  country  to  the 
manifold  evils  and  dangers  of  war, 
for  the  fake  of  the  liberties  of 
Switzerland."’ 

Mr.  Wilberforce  then  adver¬ 
ted  to  the  difad  vantage  of  con¬ 
tending  aeaind  France  without 

X  r  O 

allies,  and  infilled  on  the  policy  of 
podponing  a  couted..  Bonaparte, 
he  admitted,  had  declared  he  would 
regard  our  retention  of  Malta,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  as 
a  declaration  of  war;  that  decla¬ 
ration  was  made  in  an  early  dage 
of  the  proceedings  ;  but  what  paff- 
ed  afterwards,  afforded  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  independence,  at 
lead,  of  Malta,  if  not  our  retention 
of  it  for  ten  years,  would  have  been 
aequiefeed  in,  rather  than  the  war 
fhould  be  re-commenced.  The 
difference  between  himfelf  and 
Miniders,  he  faid  was,  that  they 
wifned  to  feek  for  peace  through 
the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  he  through 
the  mediation  of  the  Court  of 
Ruffia. 

In  the  debate  on  the  fecond 
night,  the  members  of  the  new  op- 
pofition ;  Mr.  T.  Grenville,  Mr. 
William  Elliot  and  Mr.  Canning 
judified  the  War,  and  defired  an 
unanimous  vote  in  favour  of  the 
Addrefs,  Had  only  one  of  the 
caufes  contained  in  the  papers  been 
affigned,  that  alone  it  was  con¬ 
tended,  would  have  been  fufficient 
ground  for  the  rupture.  The 
mere  aft  of  fending  perfons  to  this 

country. 
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country,  apparently  invefted  with 
diplomatic  characters,  and  under 
pretence  of  preferving  the  relations 
of  peace,  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
they  were  actuated  by  motives  of 
the  moil  determined  hoftiiity 
againft  this  country  ;  while  they 
were  regarded  and  treated  with 
all  that  hofpitality  and  attention, 
which  their  fuppofed  facred  cha¬ 
racters  intitled  them  to ;  the  mere 
fending  perfons,  who,  when  they 
were  receiving  that  hofpitality 
which  a  generous  nation  thought 
it  its  duty  to  fhow  towards  them, 
were  at  the  fame  time  tracing  out 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  country,  was 
fo  fcandalous,  fo  ihameful, .  and  fo 
unprecedented  an  aCt  of  aggreliion, 
that,  inftead  of  queftioning  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  a  juft  ground  of  war,  it 
might  rather  be  alked  whether  it 
had  been  properly  refented  ?  But 
they  who  maintained  thefe  opinions 
carfully  feparated  their  fupport  of 
the  juft  rights  of  his  Majefty  and 
the  nation  from  any  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  Minifters ;  and  this 
feparate  mode  of  viewing  the  parts 
of  the  cafe  was  recommended  by 
Mr.  Whitbread,  who  while  he 
fupported  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Grey,  cautioned  the  new 
oppolition  againft  giving  their 
countenance  to  Minifters  fo  as  to 
warrant  a  fuppofition  that  their 
meafures  were  entitled  to  fupport. 

Mr.  Whitbread  viewing  all  the 
topics  of  difcufiion  feparately, 
thought  fome  of  them  not  fufticient 
to  warrant  hoftilities,  and  that 
others  had  been  fo  long  palled  over, 
that  the  period  for  taking  notice 
of  them  had  definitively  elapfed. 
For  the  violence  of  Bonaparte,  he 
made  an  extraordinary  excufe. 
The  Chief  Conful,  he  faid,  was  a 
great  mar,  and  fubjeft  to  the  moft 


violent  gufts  of  paftion  ;  but  what 
fell  from  him  infuch  moments  was 
not  to  be  conlidered  in  the  light 
of  deliberate  converfation. 

Miniftry  were  powerfully  fup¬ 
ported  by  Mr.  Dallas,  who,  in  a 
fpeech  of  fome  length,  vindicated 
their  conduCt,  and  expofed  that  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  by  Mr.  Serjeant 
Beft,  who  confidered  that  too 
much  time  had  been  occupied  in 
difculling  the  Papers  before  the 
Houfe;  for,  it  was  admitted  on 
all  hands,  that  they  contained 
abundant  and  legitimate  caufes  of 
war,  and  yet  the  Houfe  was  ftill 
difcuffing  whether  they  ftiould 
agree  in  the  Addrefs  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  upon  the  juftice  of  the  war. 
If  he  were  alked,  would  he  go  to 
war  for  Malta,  he  would  anfwer. 
No!  he  would  not  go  to  war  for 
Malta,  or  a  much  more  extenfive 
pofTeffion,  in  the  abftraCt :  but  it 
was  the  manner  in  which  France 
demanded  Malta,  it  was  the  dif- 
pofition  Ihe  had  fhewn,  it  was  the 
deligns  which  fhe  had  openly 
avowed,  that  in  his  opinion  jufti- 
fied  this  country  in  going  to  war 
If  the  fmalleft  fpot  of  earth  was 
demanded  of  us,  in  the  manner,  and 
under  the  circumftances  that  France 
had  demanded  Malta,  he  would  re- 
fufe  it,becaufehe  confidered  itasef- 
fentiaily  connected  with  the  fafety 
and  interefts  of  the  Brithh  empire. 

The  moft  formidable  opponent 
of  the  meafures  of  government  was 
Mr.  Fox,  who,  as  if  rouzed  to  a 
peculiar  exertioo  by  the  brilliant 
and  fuceefsful  difplay  which  had 
been  made  by  his  old  political  an. 
tagonift,  Mr.  Pitt,  poured  forth  an 
oration  worthy  the  high  character 
of  the  fpeaker.  It  was  character¬ 
ized  by  his  friends  as  a  mafter 
piece  of  oratory  and  political  wif, 
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dom,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  noticed  it  as  the  moil 
commanding  piece  of  fophiftry  he 
had  ever  heard  delivered  in  Par¬ 
liament. 

Mr.  Fox,  would  not,  in  a  quef- 
tion  on  fuch  an  Addrefs  3s  the  pre¬ 
rent,-  confent  to  poftpone  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  conduct  of  Mi- 
nifters.  The  Addrefs  propofed  to 
thank  his  Ma jelly  for  his  uniform 
efforts  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the 
country  ;  as  the  Papers  exhibited 
ouite  the  reverfe  of  any  fuch  pro¬ 
portion,  he  was  far  from  feeling  a 
difpofuion  to  thank  them  for  their 
uniform  confiftency  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  avoid  hoftilities.  As  other 
gentlemen  had  laid  down  general 
principles,  he  would  alfo  date 
tome.  He  maintained, that, through¬ 
out  the  quellion  there  was  no  juft 
ground  of  war,  except  the  refuftl 
of  fatisfadftion,  ((  If  an  injury 
be  received,”  he  faid,  “  the  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  is  by  the  de¬ 
mand  of  reparation,  and  the  juft  ice 
of  the  quarrel  will  then  depend  on 
the  refund  or  acquiefcence  of  the 
party  laid  to  be  the  aggreffor.  Some 
who  poffefs  power  will  odea  {tonally 
take  that  reparation  into  their  own 
hand',  but  it  will  fcarcely  be  main¬ 
tained  that  this  is  the  moil  juft'i li¬ 
able  means  of  proceed ing.J 51  The 

queftion  tp  be  confide  red  was,  whe¬ 
ther  the  conduct  of  France  to¬ 
wards  this  country,  had  been  un- 
juftitiiible  fmce  the  conclufion  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens  ?  As  to  any 
aggreffion  that  might  have  been 
committed  againft  other  nations, 
he  denied  that  it  was  a  juft  caufe 
of  way  tp  England.  We  had  not, 
any  guarantee  to  hind  us  to  main¬ 
tain  the  independence  of  Switzer¬ 
land.  The  aggrandizement  of  a 
EV’al  country  to  a  certain  extent. 


might  furnifh  a  ground  of  quarrel 
for  felf-defence,  and  induce  a  coun« 
try  fuch  as  this  to  enter  into  a 
quarrel  with  another,  circumftanced 
as  France  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  ; 
but  after  the  numerous  partitions 
and  fpoliations  witneffed  and  fanc- 
tioned  in  recent  times,  he  would 
not  admit  that  any  thing  of  that 
kind  which  had  happened  ftnce 
the  peace  would  juftify  the  renewal 
of  hoftili ties .  Had  this  country 
always  gone  on  the  principle  of 
fubftantial  fecurity  •  inftead  of  the 
few  intervals  ot  peace  we  occafion- 
ally  enjoyed,  England  would  have 
been  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  and  un~ 
interrupted  war  for  the  laft  two 
centuries,  Thefe  principles  Mr, 
Fox  applied  to  Germany,  Pied¬ 
mont,  Switzerland,  Holland  and 
Saint  Domingo. 

As  to  the  complaints  on  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  Mr.  Fox  ex- 
preffed  himfe-lf  in  thefe  terms.  iC  I 
am  unqueftionably  one  ot  thofe 
who  would  not  difturb  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  prefs  in  England  to 
pleafe  any  foreign  country,  and 
lhould,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power, 
equally  refift  fuch  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of 
England.  Propofals  to  that  effect 
made  by  the  government  ol  France 
could  only  proceed  from  the  groffeft 
ignorance  of  our  laws  and  con- 
ftitution;  but  being  capable  of  ex¬ 
planation,  they  could  afford  no  pro¬ 
per  ground  of  quarrel.  The  prefs, 
qt  times,  has  no  doubt  deviated 
into  licentiopfnefs,  but  that  is  no 
more  than  a  partial  evil,  fpringing 
from  an.  upi verfal  good,  Jn  the 
fyftem  of  reciprocal  abufe,  which 
fpe ms  to  have  been  adopted,  and 
which  has  the  appearance  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  countenanced  by  the  re¬ 
publican  governments,  there  muft 
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neceffarily  be  Tome  fubjeft  of  emu¬ 
lation;  but  I  fhould  recommend  to 
both  parties  to  attend  to  a  paffage 
in  the  very  beft  of  poems,  and  put 
by  Homer  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Goddefs  of  Wifdom.  When  two 
heroes  were  quarrelling,  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  battle,  this  goddefs  told 
them  what  may  be  thus  tranftated 
into  Engliftu — u  Gentlemen,  put 
up  your  fwords,  and  then  abufe 
each  other  as  much  as  you  pleafe.” 
This,  in  my  opinion,  was  a  very 
fage  admonition,  whether  from  the 
lips  of  the  Goddefs  of  Wifdom  or 
the  Goddefs  of  Reafon,  of  whom 
we  have  heard  fuch  frequent  men¬ 
tion.  This  reciprocal  abufe  is 
certainly  extremely  fcandalous  ; 
and  while  we  fay  to  the  French 
you  can  controul  your  prefs,  though 
we  cannot  reftrain  ours,  we  cannot 
expefl  from  them  ihe  limplicity  to 
believe  that  our  Minifters  have  not 
influence  enough  to  reftrain  this 
abufe,  at  lead  in  feme  or  the  papers. 
Our  Minifters  tell  us  that  all  the 
influence  they  poflefs  over  the 
newfpapers  is  confined  to  the  pre¬ 
ference  they  may  give  fome  of 
them  in  furniftiine;  them  with  ar- 
tides  of  intelligence.  For  the 
truth  or  falfehood  of  this  I  cannot 
anfwer;  but  furely  Bonaparte 
might,  if  he  plcafed,  allege  the 
fame.  excufe.” 

The  French  princes  to  whom 
this  country  afforded  an  afylum, 
were  confidered  by  Mr.  Fox  as  on 
a  parallel*  at  belt,  if  not  inferior 
to  the  Irifh  rebels  who  had  taken 
refuge  with  -Bonaparte.  lt  If 
France,*'  he  faid  <(  were  to  expel 
all  the  Irifh  who  might  in  mo¬ 
ments  of  careleffnefs  have  been  be¬ 
trayed  into  feditious  proceedings, 
and  we  to  fend  off  all  the  French 
iq  the  fame  fituation,  it  might  fo 


happen  that  fome  of  the  moll  virtu¬ 
ous  men  in  the  world  would  be  hunt¬ 
ed  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  I 
do  not  pretend,”  he  proceeded, 
((  to  entertain  any  great  degree  of 
refped  for  the  princes  of  the  Houfe 
of. Bourbon,  but  I  confefs,  that 
there  is  not  one  of  them  for  whom 
I  would  draw  the  fword  and  in¬ 
volve  two  nations,  on  whom  fo 
much  depends  the  repofe  of  the 
world,  in  all  the  calamities  ofwar.” 

_  He  confidered  Bonaparte's  affer- 
tion  that  England  was  not  able 
fmgly  to  ftruggle  againft  France, 
impertinent,  but  no  very  ferious 
Intuit.  He  thought  much  too  great 
ftreis  had  been  laid  on  feveral  of 
the  expreffions  of  Bonaparte,  by 
the  commentaries  of  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth,  in  his  account  of  the  con- 
.  venfations  between  himfelfand  the 
Firft  Conful,  and  that  the  report, 
from  memory  cf  fo  long,  a  conver- 
fation,  muft  neceffarily  be,  at  lead, 

*  defective.  He  ridiculed  the  con- 
cluftons  drawn  from  the  tone  and 
manner  of  Bonaparte,  that  he  was 
proud  and  haughty  in  talking  of 
an  attempt  on  our  coaft,  and  faying 
it  was  an  hundred  to  one  that  he 
would  be  deftroyed  in  the  attempt, 
and  that  he  def paired  ot  a ccompl idl¬ 
ing  his  end.  This,  he  faid,  re¬ 
minded  him  of  the  moil  extrava¬ 
gant  paffage,  in  the  moft  extrava¬ 
gant  work,  of  the  moft  extravagant, 
though  admirable  poet,  Dry  den, 
who  made  his  wild  hero  Almaiu. 
2 or,  fay 

tl  you  -fliall  not  dare  V 
To  be  fo  imj  uicnt  as  to  defpair.” 

The  Report  of  Sebaftiani  in  the 
afper'lon  thrown  on  General  Stuart 
was  highly  indecent,  but  might  be 
the  more  eafily  overlooked,  as  the 
talents  and  chara&er  of  that  brave 

officer 
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officer  muft  prevent  thofe  charges 
from  making  any  impreffions  in¬ 
jurious  to  him.  If  the  French  had 
feized  any  (hips,  as  dated,  merely 
becaufe  they  had  Englilh.  merchan¬ 
dize  on  board,  the  great  injury 
was  to  their  own  commerce,  by 
affixing  upon  them  an  inhofpitable 
character.  If  the  perfons  fent 
over  as  commercial  agents  were 
in  faft  military  officers,  it  was  the 
duty  of  Minifters  to  fend  them 
away  immediately,  and  then  de¬ 
mand  an  explanation.  If  they  had 
not  done  fo,  it  was  to  be  attribu¬ 
ted  to  their  own  negleft.  As  to 
the  publication  in  a  Hamburgh 
paper,  if  the  French  Minifter, 
Rheinard,  availed  himfelf  of  his 
political  lituation  to  compel  the 
infertion  of  it,  that  was  an  aft  of 
aggreffion  againft  that  republic, 
not  us.  Talleyrand  expreiTed  his 
aftonilhment  at  it,  and  would  no 
doubt  have  difclaimed  it,  if  our 
ambaffador  had  not  been  ordered 
fo  haftily  away.  He  then  proceed¬ 
ed  to  argue  that  the  converfation 
at  Court  between  Bonaparte  and 
Lord  Whitworth,  only  fhewed  how 
little  ftrefs  fhould  be  laid  on  fuch 
reprefentations.  It  palled  certain¬ 
ly  in  the  prefence  of  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  witneffes,  but  it  was  equal¬ 
ly  certain  that  feveral  of  thefe  per¬ 
fons  related  it  very  differently. 
All  this,  however,  palled  before 
the  recefs  took  place,  and  the  Mi¬ 
nifter  never  thought  it  worth  men¬ 
tioning  till  he  had  firft  opened  the 
budget,  and  fpoke  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  of  the  profpeft  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  peace  as  was  calculated  to 
delude  the  nation  into  an  errone¬ 
ous  opinion  of  the  Hate  of  public 
credit.  This  he  confidered  as  a 
proof  that  the  converfation  was  not 
at  that  time  confidered  by  Minif¬ 


ters  to  be  a  caufe  of  war.  It  had 
been  argued,  that  although  one 
circumftance  may  not  furnilh  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  of  war,  the  accumula. 
tion  of  many  may,  as  it  was  ffiid 
to  be  the  laft  pound  weight  that 
broke  the  horfe’s  back  ;  but  if  the 
Minifter  forefaw  that  his  back  was 
fo  foon  to  be  broken,  he  fhould 
not  have  made  a  financial  repre- 
fentation  fo  flattering  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  delulive  effeft 

On  the  fubjeft  of  Malta,  Mr. 
Fox  laboured  with  great  affiduity, 
contending  that,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  perfons  bell  qualified  to  form 
an  opinion,  Malta  was  not  the  key 
of  Egypt,  nor  Egypt  the  key  of 
the  Eaft  Indies,  nor  the  Eaft  Indies 
a  vital  intereft  of  this  country* 
although  it  mu  ft  be  acknowledged 
to  be  a  very  important  one.  The 
French  expedition  to  Egypt  was 
<L  wild  and  extravagant  fcheme, 
which  he  believed  would  not  ulti¬ 
mately,  even  had  they  obtained  it, 
have  been  of  fervice  to  them  in  an 
attack  on  the  Eaft  Indies.  We 
had  expelled  the  French  from 
Egypt  before  we  were  in  poffeffion 
of  Malta,  and  he  could  no  more 
value  the  former  country  for  being 
the  ficene  of  our  exploits,  than  he 
would  the  field  of  Blenheim  in 
any  continental  arrangements.  If 
France  aggrandized  itfelf  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  v/e  did  the  fame  in  the  Eaft 
Indies :  and  reprefenting  them  as 
different,  would  be  the  fame  as 
the  excufe  of  the  Lady,  fufpefted 
of  gallantry  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
on  being  taxed  with  it  replied, 
t(  Never  guilty,  upon  my  honour, 
on  this  fide  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.*’  The  Minifters  could  not 
be  aftuated  by  a  defire  of  keeping 
their  faith  with  the  order  of 
Malta,  fince  they  had  offered 

to 
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to  compromife  the  difpute,  if  they 
might  retain  poflfeffion  of  thelfland 
ten  years.  As  ftrong  a  defire  of 
aggrandizement  had  been  difplayed 
on  our  part,  when  we  delayed  the 
evacuation  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  as  by  Bonaparte  in  any  of 
his  projects  relative  to  Egypt  or 
India  ;  and  granting  that  Bona¬ 
parte  retained  his  defigns  on  Egypt, 
and  thought  the  poffeffion  of  Malta 
requifite  for  the  furtherance  of 
them,  it  would  be  idle  to  fuppofe, 
that  by  publifhing  Sebaftiani’s  Re¬ 
port,  he  would  have  avowed  that 
intention  at  the  moment  he  fup- 
pofed  us  to  be  on  the  point  of  fur- 
rendering  the  Ifland. 

After  ridiculing  the  condutt  of 
Minifters  on  this  fubjedl,  as  wa¬ 
vering  and  indecifive,  he  adverted 
to  the  point  in  the  negotiation 
when  they  determined  on  demand¬ 
ing  explanations.  The  manner  in 
which  this  part  of  the  negotiation 
was  conducted,  he  faid,  was  of  a 
piece  with  what  preceded  it. 
They  tell  Lord  Whitworth  to  de¬ 
mand  an  explanation,  and  when 
Talleyrand  alks  what  explanation 
is  wanted,  the  negotiation  is  at  a 
{land.  Next,  they  will  be  fatis- 
fied  with  nothing  (hort  of  fecurity, 
and  when  the  nature  of  this  fecu¬ 
rity  is  inquired  into,  it  turns  out 
that  they  are  equally  unprepared 
for  a  diftinCt  reply.  Laft  of  all, 
comes  their  proportion  for  keeping 
Malta  for  ten  years,  as  if  ten  years 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  were 
to  be  conftdered  as  any  thing  fhort 
of  perpetuity.  But  the  manner  in 
which  this  negotiation  was  con¬ 
ducted,  was  peculiarly  worthy  of 
attention ;  the  iimple  propofition 
about  Malta  would  not,  perhaps, 
have  been  at  all  palatable  to  the 
Firit  Conful  ;  there  would  have 


been  an  abruptnefs  in  it,  which 
might  have  hurt  his  feelings. 
Minifters  therefore  determine  to 
make  the  arrangement  as  eafy  a 
triumph  as  poflible.  The  king  of 
Sardinia  had,  eighteen  months  be¬ 
fore,  been  dripped  of  his  dominions. 
He  had  been  configned  to  negleCt 
and  oblivion.  The  Emperor  of 
Ruffia  had  offered  to  exert  himfelf 
in  his  behalf,  and  folicited  the  in¬ 
terference  of  Minifters  ;  but  they 
anfwered  (  we  have  difficulties 
enough  of  our  own  ;  we  can  have 
nothing  to  do  with  him  •  we  can 
afford  to  give  him  nothing  but  our 
good  wishes.*  Before  this  new 
drama  of  negotiation  was  opened, 
he  was  politically  dead  and  buried* 
Minifters,  however,  are  determined 
once  more  to  bring  him  on  the 
fcene,  and  like  the  ghoft  of  a  king 
deceafed,  before  the  tragedy  opens, 
he  plays  the  part  that  Minifters 
choofe  to  affign  to  him.  Minifters 
go  on  pulhing  Bonaparte  to  agree 
to  their  demands  about  Malta,  and 
the  indemnities  to  the  King  of 
Sardinia  fill  up  a  niche  in  their  ul¬ 
timatum.  If  the  King  of  Sardinia 
obtains  nothing,  he  is  left  exaftly 
in  the  fame  ftate  which  Minifters 
found  him. 

In  a  fimilar  drain  he  reviewed 
the  conduft  of  Minifters  as  con¬ 
ceded  with  their  profeffions  of  de- 
firing  peace,  and  remonft  rating 
againft  the  encroachments  of  French 
ambition.  After  leaving  the  con¬ 
tinent  in  the  ftate  in  whichit  was 
now  placed,  with  Holland  under 
the  yoke,  with  Switzerland  enfta- 
ved,  with  all  the  weaker  powers 
under  French  influence,  without 
the  leaft  profped  of  continental 
fupporr,  he  could  not  think  a  war 
for  Malta,  plain  Malta,  juftifiable. 
He  recommended  with  extraordi¬ 
nary 
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nary  energy  the  acceptance  of  the 
mediation  of  Ruffia  ;  it  was  im¬ 
portant  to  obtain  the  guarantee 
of  fo  great  a  power,  not  merely 
for  the  independence  of  Malta,  but 
the  deliverance  of  the  weaker  Hates 
of  Europe.  In  fine,  he  drew  a 
terrifying  picture  of  the  horrors  and 
privations  which  muH  enfue  from 
war.  The  facrifices  which,  the 
country  would  be  called  upon  to 
make  had  been  impreffively  defcri- 
bedby  Mr.  Pit t,  with  all  his  ufual 
fplendour  of  diction  and  richnefs  of 
Imagery*  He  defired  the  Houfe 
to  confider  that  this  was  not  infor¬ 
mation  given  by  a  novice.  It  was 
the  communication  of  an  artift. 
The  mode  of  pra&ice  adopted 
during  the  laH  war  was  inapplicable 
to  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  political 
body.  Formerly  he  was  content¬ 
ed  with  pulling  the  teeth,  cutting 
the  limbs,  or  attacking  their  ex¬ 
tremities.  Now  he  would  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  amputating 
the  limbs,  and  probing  them  to  the 
quick. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  complimented  Mr.  Fox  on 
the  ability  difplayed  in  his  fpeech, 
but  combated  the  arguments  it 
contained,  and  denied  the  conclu- 
fions  it  enforced  ;  and  he  expofed 
the  fallacy  of  his  general  reafoning 
refpecting  the  propriety  of  inter¬ 
fering  to  prevent  the  fubjugation 
or  deHratlion  of  other  nations, 
and  in  the  inHances  of  Switzerland, 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  expul¬ 
sion  of  the  emigrants,  and  the  mif- 
fion  of  Sebaffiiani,  an  event  which 
was  considered  by  his  MajeHy’s 
government  as  the  avowal  of  an 
intention  in  the  French,  to  vio¬ 
late  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  by 
endeavouring  to  overthrow  the 
Turkish  Empire,  We  were  now 


at  war ;  but,  if  any  body  could 
bring  forward  a  pradlicable  pro_ 
pofition  by  which  peace  could 
be  preferved,  the  MiniHer  would 
be  an  enemy  to  his  country,  who 
fhould  not  accept  it.  He  meant 
a  propofition  that  could  giye  peace, 
and  a  fair  profpeCt  of  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  its  bleffings.  Under  the 
prefent  circumHances,  however,  he 
would  only  be  deceiving  the  coun¬ 
try,  were  he  to  fay,  that  he  either 
faw  or  knew  any  thing  in  the 
French  Government  that  warranted 
any  fuch  expectation.  We  muH 
expeCI  and  be  prepared  to  meet, 
an  arduous  conteH.  If  wefurfered 
ourfelves  to  be  unnerved,  and  di¬ 
verted  from  the  unexampled  ef¬ 
forts,  which  the  country  was  now 
called  upon  to  make,  we  fhould  not 
only  not  difcharge  the  duty  due 
to  the  public,  but  we  fhould  be 
obliged  to  make  Hill  greater  ex¬ 
ertions  at  no  great  diHance  of  time. 
He  was  defirous,  at  this  moment, 
of  unanimity,  but  he  could  not 
aik  any  man’s  fupport  to  the  Ad- 
drefs,  unlefs  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  great  facrifices.  We  muH 
provide  for  our  domeflic  fecurity, 
and  fubrnit  to  great  privations  to 
guard  the  vitals  of  the  country,  as 
well  as  its  extremities,  from  at¬ 
tack. 

The  Attorney  General  expreffed 
his  difapprobation  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
fpeech,  in  Hronger  terms,  defer i- 
bing  his  eloquence  as  a  cloak  to 
fentiments  calculated  to  deHroy 
the  unanimity  of  the  Houfe.  He 
had  talked  much  of  the  value  of 
the  blelhngs  attending  peace;  the 
Houfe  alfo  knew  the  value  of  peace 
as  well  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man,  but  peace  could  not  be  va¬ 
luable  to  the  country  when  main¬ 
tained  at  the  hazard  of  our  ruin, 

and 
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and  perhaps  the  lofs  of  our  exig¬ 
ence  as  a  nation.  He  had  alfo 
defcribed  the  miferies  of  war,  but 
the  Houfe  was  to  be  directed  by 
wifdom,  not  eloquence ;  let  any 
rnan  look  over  the  Papers  no;v  on 
the  table  relative  to  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  and,  he  was  fure  it  would 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  French 
wifhed  to  deftroy  the  BritiPn 
power. 

Mr.  Windham,  in  language  ftiil 


more  fpirited,  cenfured  Mr.  Fox’s 
arguments,  “  if  arguments  they 
might  be  called,”  as  fallacious ;  they 
went  like  poifoned  arrows  to  each 
member,  and  were  the  effeft  of 
wickednefs.  He  had  ufed  elo¬ 
quence  to  deftroy  every  thing  that 
is  valuable  to  focietv. 

After  fome  obfervations  and 
explanations  occafioned  by  thefe 
remarks,  the  Addrefs  was  carried 
by  398  againft  67. 


CHAP.  X. 


M r.  Fox  give:  notice  of  a  Motion  for  accepting  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor 
of  Ruffin  ;  his  Motion  ;  his  Speech  ;  anjkver  of  Lord  Ha-wkefbury  ;  obfe men¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  after  fome  explanations  the  Motion  is  withdrawn*  Mo¬ 
tion  of  Earl  Fitz'william  for  cenfuring  Minifiers  ;  defence  of  their  conduct  ; 
Motion  of  adjournment ;  obfervations  of  the  Earl  of  Caernarvon  ;  Lord 
Ellenborough  ;  Earl  Spencer  ;  Lord  Melville;  Lord  Hobart;  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville ,  and  various  other  Peers  ;  the  Adjournment  and  vote  of  cenfure  rejected. 
Motion  to  the  fame  effect  by  Col .  Patten  in  the  Houfe  of  Common  s ;  Speech 
rf  Mr.  T.  Grenville  ;  anfvser  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  Mr » 
Pitt  moves  the  other  orders  of  the  day  ;  he  is  oppofed  by  Lord  Hawkejbury s 
and  by  Mr.  Canning  ;  his  Motion  negatived  by  a  great  majority  ;  Col.  Pat¬ 
ten’s  Motion Jiniilarly  rejected. 


"I  T  was  a  favourite  notion  with 
X  Mr.  Fox,  and  he  often  advert¬ 
ed  to  it  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech 
on  the  caufes  of  the  rupture,  that 
Minifters  ought  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  Emperor  of  Ruiiia  as  a  me¬ 
diator  between  this  country  and 
France.  So  ftrongly  was 
his  mind  impreffed  with 
this  opinion,  that  on  the  following 
day,  he  gave  notice  of  a  Motion 
on  the  fubjeft  and  as  he  declared 
that  even  the  delay  to  be  occalion¬ 
ed  by  a  few  days  recefs  at  Whit- 
fimtide  might  be  injurious  to  the 
effect  of  his  proportion,  the  Houfe 
fixed  thd  next  day  but  one  for  the 
difeuffion. 

,  Mr.  Fox-  moved  for  an 
2H  '  Addrefs,  praying  that  Lis 


25  May 


Majefty  would  avail  himfelf  of 
the  mediation  which  the  Houfe 
underftood  to  be  offered  by  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia,  to  bring  to  a 
termination,  confident  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown, 
and  the  interests  of  his  people,  the 
differences  exifting  between  this 
country  and  France;  and  which 
mediation  might  not  only  be  the 
means  of  terminating  war,  but  of 
conducing  to  the  folid  and  perma¬ 
nent  repofe  of  Europe. 

In  offering  this  proposition  the 
mover  declared,  that,  as  on  a  late 
occasion  the  opinion  of  the  majo¬ 
rity  had  been  againft  him,  he  bowed 
with  refpeft  to  that  judgment. 
The  country  being  now  engaged 
in  war,  fhould  have  his  ardent 
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fupport ;  but  as  he  was  perfuaded 
there  could  not  be  a  diflentient 
voice  on  the  queftion,  that  it  was 
delirable  to  bring  it  to  an  honour¬ 
able  termination  as  Toon  as  poflibk, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  propo¬ 
rtion,  which  had  been  recently 
made  by  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia  to 
interpofe  his  mediation  for  the 
complete  fettlement  of  the  differ¬ 
ences  fubflfting  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  Among  the 
advantages  which  muft  refult  from 
the  mediation  of  this  powerful, 
refpeded,  and  much  efteemed  fover- 
eign,  Mr.  Fox  Hated  the  follow¬ 
ing  :  Should  the  country  be  obli¬ 
ged  to  profecute  the  war  for  the 
attainment  of  any  objeds  of  which 
that  foversign  fhould  approve,  it 
would  have  the  material  fupport 
of  that  approbation,  which  would 
add  to  the  fandion  of  his  great 
name,  the  opinion  of  the  world 
in  our  favour.  We  might,  through 
means  of  this  mediation,  contrive 
to  procure  the  adjuftment,  not 
merely  of  the  queftion  refpeding 
Malta,  but  in  fad,  of  all  the  points 
in  difpute.  The  power  and  cha- 
rader  of  the  mediator,  and  his 
rank  in  Europe  would  juftify  the 
ftrongeft  hopes.  His  charader, 
ftood  upon  the  moft  elevated 
grounds ;  and  if  the  report  of  all 
men  fpoke  true,  that  elevation 
was  highly  deferved;  juft  t©  the 
people  committed  to  his  govern¬ 
ment,  and  benevolent  to  all  man¬ 
kind,  he  was  very  much  affeded 
by  the  changes  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  fituation  of  Europe ; 
warmly  attached  to  peace,  he  was 
highly  difgufted  with  the  condud 
of  France,  fince  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens.  This  mediation  would 
tend  to  the  fatisfadory  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war,  and  alfo  to  a  fatis- 


fadory  regulation  of  the  ftate  of 
the  continent. 

After  detailing  the  motives 
which  fhould  induce  the  Emperor 
of  Ruflia  to  aflume  the  talk  of  me¬ 
diation,  and  defcribing  the  lan¬ 
guage  he  might  hold  to  each  of 
the  contending  parties,  Mr.  Fox 
earneftly  advifed  Minifters  to  at¬ 
tach  themfelves  to  that  power 
from  which  alone  they  could  ex- 
ped  to  derive  any  material  aiTift- 
ance  towards  accomplifhing  the 
ends  they  had  in  view,  either  of 
an  honourable  and  immediate  peace, 
or  a  fuccefsful  war.  “  With  that 
power,  alone"  he  faid  “  if  you 
could  contrive  to  form  a  clofe  alli¬ 
ance,  you  would  be  able  to  prcted 
all  the  other  ftates  of  Europe 
from  unjuft  attack.  I  perfedly 
coincide  with  thofe  who  maintain, 
that  this  country  fhould  not  fub- 
mit  its  claims  to  the  arbitrary  de- 
cifion  of  Ruffia,  or  any  other  pow¬ 
er;  but  will  it  not  be  wife  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  juftice  of  thofe  claims, 
and  to  intereft  a  powerful  ftate 
in  your  caufe.  If,  after  having 
done  fo,  the  French  government 
fhould  refufe  you  a  fair  fatisfadion, 
and  its  fyftem  fhould  appear  to 
lead  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  powers,  do  you  think  it 
improbable  that  Ruflia  would  con¬ 
ned  herfelf  with  you,  on  fair  de- 
fenfive  principles,  to  repel  fuch 
injuftice?  Ading  in  concert  with 
fuch  a  power,  and  for  a  juft  objed, 
you  could  have  little  danger  to 
apprehend.  WTith  fuch  a  jundion, 
Europe  would  have  little  to  fear 
from  the  ambition  of  any  man*’ 

In  corroboration  of  this  opinion, 
Mr.  F  ox  adverted  to  the  general 
ftate  of  Europe,  to  fhew  that  none 
of  the  powers  which  remained  free 
were  likely  to  join  with  France 
againft  Tueh  union.  Pruflia, 

although 
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although  he  could  not  praife  her 
condud  for  fome  late  years,  was 
pacific;  and  Auftria,  from  pru¬ 
dence  and  neceffity,  not  lefs  fo. 
From  the  latitude  occafioned  by 
the  laft  war,  from  the  diminution 
of  her  refources,  and  from  the 
change  of  her  councils,  die  did  not 
feem  at  all  difpofed  to  warfare. 
That  refpedable,  and  univerfally 
refpeded  character,  the  archduke 
Charles,  after  the  immortal  glory 
which  he  had  acquired  in  war — 
a  glory  not  to  be  reduced  by  de¬ 
fear,  now,  happily  for  mankind, 
Seemed  to  confider  his  bed:  glory 
to  confift  in  difcharging  the  obli¬ 
gations  which  he  owed  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  through  whofe  afliftance  he 
had  been  enabled  to  eftablifti  his 
fame,  by  endeavouring  to  fecure  to 
them  the  enjoyment,  and  ft  tidying 
to  promote  the  advantages,  of 
peace.  Befides ;  the  interference 
of  Ruffia  would  even  induce  a  good 
opinion  of  our  caufe  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  fubjed  to  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  French  Government. 
We  could,  at  all  events  be  certain 
of  the  good  wifties  of  the  people 
of  Holland,  Switzerland,  and  many 
parts  of  Italy.  It  might  be  faid, 
that  thefe  people  could  give  us  no 
affiftance.  Under  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  perhaps,  they  could  not ; 
but  the  cafe  would  be  materially 
different,  if  we  had  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  Ruflia.  Were  the  prefent 
opportunity  negleded,  the  fame 
power  might  be  flow  to  come 
forward,  and  there  was  no  other  to 
which  we  could  refer,  becaufe  there 
was  none  that  could  or  would 
affift  in  checking  the  aggrandize¬ 
ment  of  France. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  oppofed  Mr. 
Fox’s  Motion,  considering  that  a3 
it  refted  on  no  grounds  acknow¬ 
ledged  in  Parliament,  the  Houfe 
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would  not  interfere  with  the 
exercife  of  the  Royal  prerogative. 
The  grounds  which  would  juftify 
fuch  an  interference  were,  when 
Minifters  had  neglected  to  do  what 
the  Houfe  might  be  of  opinion 
ought  really  to  have  been  done; 
and  when  thecondud  of  Minifters, 
in  various  particulars,  feemed  to 
be  totally  at  variance  with  what 
it  manifeftly  ought  to  have  been 
in  the  cafes  which  might  be  fo 
fcrutinized.  But  as,  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  cafe,  no  fuch  charge  had  been 
made  or  even  intimated,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State, although  he  concurred 
in  almoft  all  the  leading  principles 
of  policy  advanced  by  Mr.  Fox, 
would  not  affent  to  his  motion. 
He  alfo  denied  that  any  offers  of 
the  nature  alluded  to  had  been 
made  by  Ruffia.  After  a  long,  irk- 
fome,  and  critical  negotiatiou  of 
feveral  weeks ;  after  witneffing  the 
fituation  in  which  this  country  was 
placed;  after  the  moft  frank  and 
full  explanation  of  every  circum- 
ftance  during  the  negotiation,  which 
was  now  completely  fruftrated  by 
grofs  evafion  on  the  part  of  France  ; 
the  only  difpofition  which  had 
fince  been  (hewn  towards  accomo¬ 
dation  was,  that  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia  fo  far  interfered,  as  to  pro- 
pofe  again  opening  the  negotiation, 
with  a  view  of  allowing  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  France  to  explain  their  fen- 
timents.  On  the  whole,  Mr.  Fox’s 
condud  on  the  prefent  occafion,  / 
far  from  having  a  beneficial  effed 
to  the  country  in  general,  rather 
had  a  contrary  tendency,  in  in  lu¬ 
ring  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  in  the 
public  opinion  ;  and  therefore,  not 
on  account  of  its  general  principles, 
but  principally  becaufe  there  could 
be  no  neceflity,  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  for  making  any  fuch  mo¬ 
tion,  and  becaufe  nothing  but  evil 

feemed 
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feemed  likely  to  arife  from  it, 
his  lordfiiip  was  determined  to  op- 

pofe  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared  his  perfeft 
acquiefcence  in  the  general  princi¬ 
ples  laid  down  by  Mr.  Fox,  and 
with  great  fatisfatftion  heard  Lord 
Hawkefburv’s  approbation  of  thofe 
principles,  becaufe  it  left  on  his 
mind  no  doubt  that  if  any  effefl: 
could  be  given  to  thofe  principles, 
(and  it  belonged  to  the  executive 
-  government  in  the  fir  ft  inflance, 
to  give  them  application,)  no 
favourable  opportunity  would  be 
loft  of  putting  them  in  practice. 
He  rejoiced  to  be  able,  on  this 
occalion,  to  agree  with  the  hon¬ 
ourable  gentleman  in  his  general 
principles,  though  he  could  not 
but  remember  there  had  been  times 
when  the  honourable  gentleman 
differed  from  him,  on  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  thofe  principles,  with  a 
Yehemence  that  looked  very  like 
a  condemnation  of  them. 

If  there  could  arife  out  of  the 
mediation  of  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia,  any  chance  of  producing  a 
general  fyftem  on  which  peace 
could  be  reftored,  and  confirmed 
by  refpeclable  guarantees ;  a  peace 
by  which  not  only  the  objects  in 
difpute  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  but  other  points  relative 
to  the  ftate  of  Europe,  could  be 
adjufted,  it  would  be  a  confumma- 
tion  fo  important,  that  to  obtain  it 
feme  arrangement  even  lefs  advan¬ 
tageous  to  this  country  in  afeparate 
view  would  be  admiliible.  What 
that  arrangement  fhould  be,  either 
as  to  the  general  fyftem,  or  cur 
particular  intcreft,  it  was  impofti- 
ble  beforehand  to  determine.  It 
would  depend  upon  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  that  fyftem  were  not  at¬ 
tainable,  our  intereft  would  pre- 


feribe  other  views  and  other  pre¬ 
cautions.  Though  unwilling  t© 
feparate  ourfelvet  from  the  con¬ 
tinent  ;  though  not  unwilling  to 
make  fome  dedudion  from  the 
fum  of  our  own  demands,  and 
from  the  means  of  feparat  e  fecurity, 
to  augment  the  ftrength  of  the 
general  fyftem,  it  might  happen 
that  we  fhould  be  left,  without  any 
fault  of  our  own,  to  maintain  sl 
feparate  ftruggle. 

Yet  although  Mr.  Pitt  fo  ftrong- 
ly  felt  and  fo  explicitly  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  juft  ice  of  Mr.  Fox's 
general  principles,  he  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  motion  he  had  brought 
forward,  and  affigned  his  reafoa 
in  thefe  terms.x  u  Unlefs  fome 
pradlical  benefit  is  to  be  derived 
from  prefling  the  motion,  I  hope 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  be 
inclined  to  withdraw  ir.  To  prefs 
it  to  a  divifion  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  would  be  attended  with  one 
of  two  inconveniences  :  either  the 
previous  qneftion  would  be  carried, 
by  which  there  might  be  room  lor 
the  mifconftrudftion  that  one  part 
of  the  Houfe  was  hoftile  to  the 
principles  on  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  argued  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  motion  were  carried, 
it  would  imply  a  doubt  that  the 
Koufe  enrertained  an  opinion  that 
minifters  did  not  concur  in  the 
principles  fo  well  laid  down,  and 
were  unwilling  to  give  them  effedf  j 
a  fufpicion  for  which,  alter  what 
has  been  faid  by  the  Secretary  of 
State, there  appears  no  foundation." 

Mir.  Fox,  in  reply,  vindicated 
the  cOnfiftency  of  his  political 
principles,  and  faid,  if  it  could  be 
ftated  by  Minifters  that  there  was 
at  this  moment,  a  difpohtion  to 
accept  of  the  mediation  ofRuffiaf 
he  had  no  obje&ion  to  withdraw 
his  propofition ;  but  unlefs  he  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  a  more  diftinCl  a durance 
from  Minifters  of  their  readinefs 
to  accept  of  the  mediation  than 
was  contained  in  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury's  fpeech,  he  fiiould  feel  it  his 
duty  to  prefs  the  motion.  ' 

In  coniequence  of  thefe  remarks 
Lord  Hawkefbury*  explained  the 
nature  of  the  mediation  offered  by 
Ruffia  at  length.  The  imprefiion 
on  the  mind  of  the  Emperor  Alex¬ 
ander  was,  that  there  was  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  the-  two  governments,  to 
explain  diftindtly  the  points  in  dif¬ 
pute.  It  had,  accordingly  been 
proposed  that  the  Ruffian  Minifters 
in  London  and  Paris  fhould  in- 
terpofe  their  good  offices  for  pro¬ 
curing  this  explanation.  A  de¬ 
fire  was  alfo  expreffe’d  on  the  part 

JL  i 

of  the  Emperor,  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  facilitate  an  amicable 
adjuftment;  but  as,  at  this  time, 
Lord  Whitworth  was  on  the  eve 
of  quitting  Paris,  Minifters  con- 
fidered  the  offer  far  too  loofe  and 
general,  to  be 'then  adopted.  At 
the  fame  time  they  did  not  conceal 
from  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburgh, 
that  with  reference  not  only  to  the 
particular  points  in  difpute,  but 
alfo  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  gua¬ 
rantee  for  the  general  independence 
and  fecurity  of  Europe,  they  were 
ready  to  accept  of  the  mediation 
of  Ruftia.  They  had  alfo  de¬ 
clared  their  readinefs  to  explain, 
in  the  moft  frank  and  explicit 
terms,  the  views  which  they  enter¬ 
tained  on  the  points  in  difpute, 
and  the  mode  which  to  them  ap¬ 
peared  beft  calculated  to  bring 
about  an  amicable  arrangement. 
In  end  of  his  Majefty’s  Declara¬ 
tion,  an  exprefs  aflurance  was 
given  of  his  readinefs  to  liften  to 
any  propofal  for  reftoring  the  blef- 
Vql.  XLV,  or  Vol,  III,  New 


lings  of  peace,  and  Minifters  were 
now  ready  to  receive  any  offer  of 
mediation  on  the  part  of  Ruftia,  or 
to  offer  to  her  mediation  the  points 
in  difpute. 

Satisfied  with  this  explanation^ 
Mr.  Fox  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  propofitions  for  ,  ^ 
an  inquiry  into  the  con-  2 June* 
dud  of  Minifters,  which  had 
been  threatened  before  Eafter, 
were  now  made  in  both  Houfesn 
The  Lords  ffflt  took  up  the  fub- 
jeff,  on  the  motion  of  Earl  FitzT 
william,  who  fubmitted  three  Re- 
folu  tions,  importing,  that  it  ap- 
peared  from  the  king's  Declaration, 
that  the  conduff  of  France  toward 
this  country  fince  the  peace  had 
exhibited  i(  one  continued  feries 
of  aggreffion,  violence,  and  iiifultq’^ 
and  ne'ceffarily  created  a  “  tho¬ 
rough  conviction5’  of  a  fvitem  de¬ 
liberately  i(  adopted  by  France 
for  the  purpofe  of  degrading, 
vilifying,  and  infuiting  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  Government ;”  and 
that  Minifters  having  throughout 
this  whole  period,  neither  com¬ 
municated  to  Parliament  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  fenfe  they  entertained 
refpedting  the  conduct  and  fyftem 
of  France,  nor 'any  regular  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  particulars  on  which 
the  fame  was  founded,  or  the  ftepa 
taken  thereupon,  had  withheld 
from  the  Floufe  the  neceffary  ma~ 
terials  for  the  due  and  full  dis¬ 
charge  of  its  conftitutional  func¬ 
tions;  and  that  by  encouraging 
throughout  the  country  an  unfound¬ 
ed  fecurity  and  confidence  in  the 
permanence  of  peace,  they  had 
embarraffed  and  perplexed  our 
commerce;  deceived  the  expecta¬ 
tions,  and  unneceffarily  haraffed 
the  fpirit  of  the  people;  -  and  ma¬ 
terially  increafed  and  aggravated 
Series,  IW] 
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the  difficulties  of  our  aftual  fitua- 
tion.  His  third  refolution  con¬ 
tained  a  vote  of  cenfure. 

The  fpeech  which  introduced 
thefe  Refolutions  contained,  with¬ 
out  a  variance,  all  the  topics  which 
had  been  alleged  againft  the  con¬ 
ch  ft  of  Minifters  lince  the  figna- 
ture  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace,, 
beginning  with  Piedmont,  the 
Italian  Republic  and  Parma,  and 
ending  with  the  negotiation  con¬ 
cerning  Malta.  His  Lordftiip  de¬ 
clared  he  was  actuated  by  no  mo¬ 
tives  of  perfonal  hostility  to  Mi¬ 
nifters;  on  the  contrary,  for.  many 
of  them,  individually,  he  felt  the 
greateft  refpeft,  and  no  man  was 
more  ready  to  do  juft  ice  to  the 
refpeftability  of  their  private  cha~ 
rafter ;  but  as,  during  the  whole 
eourfc  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  they 
had  withheld  from  Parliament  all 
information,  he  could  not,  with¬ 
out  deferting  his  duty  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  refrain  from  making  his  pre¬ 
fen  t  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  defended 
the  conduft  of  Minifters,  and  Earl 
Grofvenor,  in  concluding  a  fpeech 
on  the  fame  fide,  moved  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion  on  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam’s  motions  Lord  Borringdon, 
the  Earl  of  Fife,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  and  the  Earl  of  Weft  - 
moreland  were  aifo  heard  in  vindi¬ 
cation  of  Minifters,  and  Lord  Darn- 
ley  and  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  againft 
them.  The  debate,  al  though  main¬ 
tained  with  great  ability,  prefented 
little  novelty,  when  Lord  Mul- 
grave,  deprecating,  the  agitation 
of  any  queftion  which  could  divert 
the  attention  ef  the  country  from 
the  great  objefts  which  ought  now 
to  engage  their  attention,  or 
weaken  the  general  difpofttion  to 
reft  ft  the  invafion  threatened  by 
France,  moved  an  adjournment* 


This  motion  gave  a  new  tarn? 
and  additional  fpirit,  to  the  debate. 
The  attack  and  defence  of  Minif¬ 
ters  were  continued  on  the  fame 
grounds,  but  although  the  propofi- 
tion  for  an  adjournment  proceeded 
from  a  peer  who  had  fpoken  in 
their  favour,,  the  Minifters  them- 
felves  deprecated  it,,  with  as  much 
vehemence  as  was  fhewn  by  fome 
of  the  peers  in  oppofition,  and  one 
peer  at  leaft,  Lord  Melville,  who 
had  not  before  been  fuppofed 
hoftile  to  adminiftration  prefled1, 
the  adjournment  with  his  utmoft 
ability^  By  thefe  means,  the  friends 
and  opponents  of  Government  fpoke 
in  terms  not  exaftly  conformable  to 
their  party  affociations,  as  to  the 
meafure  to  be  finally  adopted,, 
although*  they  maintained  their, 
ufual  ientiments  with  refpeft  t© 
the  conduft  of  Minifters. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  fup- 
ported  the  motion  of  Earl  Fitz  wil¬ 
liam.  After  vehemently  centr¬ 
ing  the  proceedings  of  Minifters 
during  the  peace,  He  continued. 
t(  They  have  again  plunged  the 
nation,  weakened'  by  conceflions,. 
into  a  war,  with  an  enemy  grown 
ftronger  by  their  indiferetion*. 
They  found  the  country  (when  they 
had  the  prefumption  to  undertake 
the  management  of  public  affairs) 
at  the  conclufion  of  a  war,  though 
not  fuccefsful  to  the  extent  of  our 
wifnes,  yet  not  unproduftive  of 
glory  and  valuable  acquifitions,  the- 
produce  of  many  victories,  a  fitua- 
tion  which  may  well  be  iliuftrated 
by  the  old  emblematick  oak  ia 
Lucan, 

“  Snblirais  in  agro 

Exuvias  veteres  populum  Sacrataque  ptfE* 

tans 

.Dona  Ducum.” 

and  after  two  years  mi fc table  ex¬ 
pert* 
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periments,  the  nation  is  placed  by 
them  in  the  melancholy  reyetfe  of 
the  fame  picture, 

"  N udos  ad  sothera  ramos 
Extollcirs,  trunco  non  irondibus  rificit 

umbram.” 

^The  queftion  now  immediately 
under  our  confideration  is,  whe¬ 
ther  we  fhall  filencc,  by  an  ad¬ 
journment,  an  examination  into 
the  conduct  of  Miniftcrs,  in  whofe 
rare,  their  own  peace,  fortified  by 
their  own  concefiions,  and  fup- 
ported  by  their  own  fubmiftions, 
has  never  taken  root,  before  we 
fuffer  them,  without  remonftrance, 
to  praclife  on  our  la  ft  refources, 
in  a  war  as  truly  experimental  in 
their'Ttands,  as  their  late  unfortu¬ 
nate  and  ill-omened  peace. ” 

Lord  Ellenborough,  on  the 
other  hand,  reprobated  the  attacks 
on  Minifters,  and  the  caufes  from 
which  they  proceeded.  The  ref- 
petft  and  efteem  which  he  felt  for 
his  Majefty’s  confidential  fervants, 
both  in  their  public  and  private 
capacity,  made  him  indignant  at 
the  frequency  of  fuch  reflections, 
made  by  thofe  who,  from  day  to 
day,  rang  the  changes  on  the 
hacknied  charge  of  the  incapacity 
of  Minifters,  their  weaknefs  and 
their  imbecility  ;  fo  that,  forfooth, 
in  a  moment  of  great  emergency, 
they  were  to  learn  capacity  from 
the  incapable,  ftreiygth  of  the 
weak,  and  knowledge  from  the 
completely  ignorant.  The  whole 
condudl  of  his  Majefty’s  confiden¬ 
tial  Servants,  he  contended,  was 
regulated  with  a  greater  degree 
of  propriety,  and  fupported  with 
more  ability,  than  if  it  had  bee» 
aided  by  the  Herculean  ftfoulders 


of  feme  perfons  who  feemed  to  be 
pointed  out  at  prefent  as  their  fuc- 
celfors. 


Earl  Spencer  faid,  they  w£re 
not  mere  vague  charges  that  were 
made  againft  Minifters.  They 
were  arraigned  of  incapacity  and 
mifeondudt  upon  fpecific  faifts  and 
circumftances  prefen  ted  to  *  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Houtfe  in  the  papers 
on  the  table.  Thofe  who  brought 
forward  and  fupported  the  refolu- 
tions  propofed,  did  fo  from  feelings 
of  public  duty. 

Lord  Melville,  in  a  fpeech  which 
contained  fome  praife  and  fome 
cenfure  of  Minifters,  fupported  the 
motion  for  an  adjournment.  He 
objected  to  the  refolutions  as  tend- 
i Tig  to  impair  the  energy,  by 
affedting  the  unanimity  of  the 
country;  but  in  another  view  he 
was  adverfe  to  the  refolutions. 
It  was  admitted  that  they  were 
equivalent  to  an  Addrefs  ftfr  the 
removal  of  Minifters,  and  fliould 
be  fo  followed  up.  Now  granting 
that  the  Houfe  might  concur  in 
fuch  a  motion,  was  there  any  rea- 
foci  to  believe  that  the  Sovereign 
had  ceafed  to  repofe  confidence  in 
his  Minifters  ?  After  faying  who 
are  not  fit  to  be  Minifters,  are  we 
ready  to  fay  who  are  ?  Are  we 
ready  to  fay  that,  (hould  any  in¬ 
termediate  danger  or  ftruggle  occur, 
the  ftate  fliall  be  endangered  by  a 
ceffation,  as  it  wrere,  of  all  vigorous 
and  ftable  adminiftration  ?  Was 
the  Houfe  then  prepared  to  fay  who 
were  to  be  Minifters,  in  order  to 
fecure  a  vigorous  adminiftration, 
in  cafe  the  prefent  were  removed  ? 
Thofe  who  might  fee  in  the  con- 


du ft  of  Minifters,  as  it  appeared 
in  the  papers,  fomething  to  com¬ 
mend,  forncjfehiog  tube  cleared  up. 
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and  fomething  perhaps  to  regret, 
could  not  approve  or  difapprove  in 
the  lump. 

Lord  Hobart  anxioufly  refilled 
the  adjournment ;  Lord  Carysfort 
fupported  the  original  refolutions, 
and  Lord  Alvanley  complained  of 
the  unfairnefs  with  which  Minifters 
were  treated.  The  ufual  mode, 
he  faid,  of  bringing  forward  pro- 
pofitions  of  this  fort,  was  by 
moving  that  a  Committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine  into  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Minifters,  and  then  the 
Koufe  would  judge  whether  there 
was  fufficient  ground  for  appoint¬ 
ing  fuch  a  Committee.  For  want  of 

o 

fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding,  the 
Houfe  had  wandered  from  the 
queftion  fs  for  they  were  now  de¬ 
bating  about  an  adjournment, 
while  the  principal  point  in  queftion 
was  almoft  loft  fight  of. 

Lord  Grenville  denied  the  pofi- 
tion  maintained  by  Lord  Alvanley, 
and  after  prefling  his  ufual  com¬ 
plaints  a  gain  ft  Minifters,  enforced 
by  topics  derived  from  the  papers 
'  lately  laid  before  Parliament,  de¬ 
clared  his  aflent  to  the  original 
Refolutions. 

After  fome  obfervations' from 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  Government,  and  from 
Lord  Mulgrave  by  way  of  reply, 
together  with  Ihort  fpeeches  by 
Lord  Grantly  and  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  the  Houfe  divided  ;  the 
motion  of  adjournment  was  loft  by 
a  majority  of  88,  and  the  original 
propofttion  by  nearly  an  equal  num¬ 
ber,  the  peers  who  djvided  againft 
Government  being  only  eighteen. 

^  i  On  the  following  day 

A  *  Colonel  Patten  made  his  mo- 
June.  tjon  *n  tjie  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  proposing  Refolutions  to  the 
fame  effect  as  tkofe  moved  by  Earf 


Fitzwilliam  in  the  Lords.  His 
argument  contained  no  new'matter, 
nor  was  it  combined  or  arranged 
with  any  peculiar  force.  He  was 
fupported  by  Lord  Kenfington, 
Lord  Temple,  Sir  William  Young, 
and  feveral  other  members,  whofe 
obfervations  were  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Mr. 
Hobhoufe,  Mr.  Foublanque,  Mr. 
Archda’ll,  Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe, 
and  fome  others,  when  Mr.  T» 
Grenville  addreflfed  the  chair  in  a 
fpeech  of  confiderable  force  and 
length. 

He  treated  as  falfe,  malicious, 
and  unfounded,  the  infmuation  that 
the  motion  originated  in  mean  con- 
fiderations  of  party  fpirit ;  in  the 
mere  wifh  of  one  fet  of  gentlemen 
to  drive  others  from  confidential 
fltuations  under  government,  with 
the  view  of  occupying  their  places. 
He  maintained  there  was  no  impro¬ 
priety  in  bringing  this  matter  for¬ 
ward  at  the  prefent  time.  He  was 
anxious  that,  at  a  moment  when 
we  were  engaged  in  a  conteft  more 
trying  and  more  hazardous,  a  con- 
tefl  in  which  great  exertions  and 
great  facrifices  would  be  more 
powerfully  required  than  in  any 
former  ftruggle,  that  an  inquiry 
fhould  be  inftituted  into  the  capa¬ 
city  of  thofe  who  were  to  dir  eft 
the  application  of  the  national 
refources,  and  the  national 
ftrength  ;  to  afeertain  whether  the 
battle  which  was  to  be  fought 
would  be  fought  with  proportionate 
energy  and  courage ;  to  fee  that 
every  department  of  the  public 
fervice  was  properly  adminiftered 
to  take  care,  that  if  the  country 
was  to  fubmit  to  extraordinary 
facrifices,  the  exertions  which  were 
made  were  direAed  by  thofe  to 
whom  all  ought  to  look  up 

with 
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with  confidence.  He  would  not 
pretend  to  deny  that  the  objedt  of 
the  Refolutions  was  to  call  in  quefti- 
on  the  conduct  of  Miniders,  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  the  negotiations 
and  difcuffions  which  had  taken 
place,  from  the  time  the  peace  was 
concluded. 

in  this  view",  he  adverted  to  the 
conduct  of  Miniders  during  the 
whole  period  in  quedion,  affirming, 
according  to  Mr.  Patten’s  fecond 
Refolution,  that  the^  had  not  made 
to  Parliament  fuch  full  \and  ample 
communications  as  could  lead  to  any 
edimate  of  the  real  duration  of  the 
conucry,  and  therefore  the  Houfe 
was  debarred  of  the  conftitutional 
right  of  giving  any  opinion  on 
the  date  or  public  affairs.  On  the 
24th  of  May,  1802,  Mr.  Adding¬ 
ton  had  ufed  thefe  expreflions ; 

( *  I  am  impreffed  with  a  thorough 
conviction  that  the  Cpeace  which 
has  now  been  concluded  will,  in 
all  probability,  be  of  as  long  dura¬ 
tion  as  any  of  the  pacifications 
concluded  at  various  periods  of 
the  laft  century.  I  fee  nothing 
in  the  appearance  of  the  prefect 
times,  in  the  prefent  Government 
of  France,  or  the  character  of  the 
individuals  of  whom  that  Govern¬ 
ment  is  coinpofed,  which  at  all 
induces  me  to  think  that  the  peace 
will  not  be  lading  ”  At  the  fame 
time,  he  had  redded  a  motion  for 
an  Add  refs  requiring  the  immediate 
adjudment  of  various  points 
which  were  dill  left  open  for  dif- 
cuffion  ;  he  had  then  held  out  that 
there  was  a  profpeCt  of  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  peace,  afcd  a  recom¬ 
mendation  was  given  to  cultivate 
thp  advantages  which  a  date  of 
peace  prefented.  With  this  gene¬ 
ral  impreflion  the  lad  Parliament 
syas  diffolved. 


On  the  meeting  of  the  new  Par¬ 
liament,  no  information  of  the  real 
date  of  the  country  was  afforded, 
and  yet,  every  one  of  the  grounds 
of  war  enumerated  in  his  Majedy's 
Declaration  had  then  taken  place, 
and  were  as  well  known  to  Minif¬ 
ters  as  at  the  period  when  the  De¬ 
claration  was  publifhed.  To  drew 
that  this  affertion  was  well  founded, 
he  obferved,  that  from  the  docu¬ 
ments  on  the  table,  it  appeared, 
that  from  December  1801,  to  the 
fame  period  in  the  following  year, 
a  feries  of  thefe  complaints  had 
been  preferred  to  Miniders,  and  no 
fpirited  remonft  ranee  had  been 
offered  on  the  fubjedt.  The 
vidt  of"  the  military  Conful  was 
known  before  hisMajedy’s  Speech 
was  delivered,  for  it  appeared  by 
a  paper  which  was  a  few  days 
fince  laid  before  the  Houfe,  that 
the  inftruC'tions  of  Talleyrand  to 
Fauvelet,  who  had  been  fent  to 
take  foundings  of  the  harbour  of 
Dublin,  that  they  were  dated  at 
an  early  part  of  the  month  of 
November,  and  confequently  were 
known  to  Miniders  when  Par¬ 
liament  was  opened.  That  the 
defigns  of  the  Fird  Conful  with 
refpeCl  to  Switzerland  were  kno  wn, 
was  a  matter  of  general  notoriety; 
Miniders  themfelves  hid  prefented 
a  remondrance  long  before  that 
period.  Of  the  annexation  of 
Piedmont  to  France,  Miniders 
were  not  uninformed.  Thecondf- 
cation  of  the  re\  enues  of  the  Spanidi 
priories  of  the  Order  of  Malta, 
there  was  alfo  every  reafon  to 
think  that  Miniders  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  even  before  the  de¬ 
finitive  Treaty  was  concluded,, 
The  Million  of  Sebadiani,  Mi¬ 
niders  were  fully  apprized  ,of  long- 
before  they  thought  proper  publicly 
[Yi *  to 


to  allude  to  it ;  they  were  not  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  time  when  he  left 
France,  and  on  the  29th  of  No¬ 
vember,  a  difpatch  from  General 
Stewart  announced  his  arrival  in 
Egypt.  Thus  did  it  appear,  that 
all  the  principal  grounds  of  the 
.Declaration  were  perfectly  well 
known  to  Minifters,  long  before 
the  Declaration  made  its  appear- 
ranee. 

But,  he  would  not  confine  him- 
felf  to  thefe  circumftances,  but 
would  refer  to  others  of  not  lefs 
importance,  though  they  were  not 
introduced  into  the  Declaration, 
and  very  materially  implicated 
the  conduct  of  Minders.  The 
firft  of  thefe  points,  was  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  German  indem¬ 
nities,  which  to  a  confiderahle  de¬ 
gree,  involved  Britifii  interefts. 
When  he  faid  this,  he  meant  to 
allude  to  the  infult  which  had 
been  offered  to  his  Majefly,  by 
multting  a  part  of  his  Hanoverian 
dominions,  to  fatisfy  the  avarice 
of  the  greater  powers.  Complete 
myftery  had  almoft  wholly  covered 
the  bufinefs  of  the  indemni¬ 
ties  to  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  For 
this  arrangement  an  article  had 
been  introduced  into  the  Treaty; 
but  till  the  papers  were  laid  on 
the  table,  the  Houfe  had  been  totally 
ignorant  in  what  train  the  nego¬ 
tiation  on  this  fubjebt  had  been 
left  by  Minifters.  The  whole 
bufinefs  about  the  Order  for  the 
evacuation  of  the  Cape,,  and  its 
fubfequent  retention,  was  intirely 
pa{Ted  over  in  filence.  By  papers 
liibfequently  called  for,  it  appeared, 
that  on  the  1 6th  of  October,  Mi¬ 
nifters  had  difpatched  Orders  to  re¬ 
tain  the  Cape,  though  by  a  folemn 
Treaty,  it  was  to  be  given  up 
within  a  limited  period.  Under 
filch  circumftances,  Minifters  had 
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taken  on  themfelves  to  violate  a  du 
red  ftipulation  of  the  Treaty.  They 
had  chofen,  particularly,  to  difpatch 
orders  to  fufpend  the  execution  of 
the  Treaty,  and  of  consequence 
to  declare  the  country  in  a  ftate  of 
war.  This  extraordinary  ftep 
had  been  taken  by  Minifters,  juft 
about  one  month  from  the  time 
that  Parliament  affembled.  Did 
Minifters,  when  Parliament  af¬ 
fembled,  inform  the  Houfe  of 
the  extraordinary  meafure  to 
which  they  had  reported  ?  They 
had  not  faid  a  fingje  word  on 
the  fubjeck  In  a  very  few 
weeks  after,  it  had  appeared 
proper  to  them  to  evacuate  the 
Cape,  and  then  a  war  virtually 
intervened;  ftili  Minifters  con¬ 
tinued  fo  obferve  the  fame  filence. 
The  fyftem  purfued  by  Minifters 
would,  under  the  cloak  of  refpon- 
fibility,  deftroy  every  Conftitu, 
tional  principle  of  Parliamentary 
right  of  difcuffion,  and  inquiry. 
Fie  fincerely  believed,  for  himfelf, 
that  if  the  negotiation,  which  had 
lately  ’terminated,  had  taken  a 
favourable  turn,  we  fhould  have 
heard  nothing  of  the  whole  of  the 
orders  and  counter  orders  of  Mi¬ 
nifters  ;  the  whole  would,  in  a 
fhert  time,  have  been  refolved  in 
the  darkeft  night.  He  then  re¬ 
viewed  at  length  the  conduft  of 
Government  on  all  the  fubjedk 
of  difpute  noticed  in  the  King’s 
Declaration,  and  after  recapitulat¬ 
ing  and  enforcing  all  his  argu¬ 
ments,  concluded  by  giving  his 
cordial  vote  for  declaring  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  prefent  Minifters  unworthy 
of  the  confidence  of  Parliament,, 
and  unfit  to  manage  the  affairs 
of  the  Empire  at  fo  perilous  a 
crifis. 

In  vindication  of  his  own  mea» 
ftires,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer 
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qaer  obferved,  that  with  refpeft 
to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  he 
Should  now  only  repeat  what  he 
always  felt  and  faid  refpefting  it  9 
that  confcientioudy  and  deliberate¬ 
ly  he  entertained  the  fame  opinion 
of  it  as  he  did  at  the  time  it  was 
immediately  under  difcuffion,  and 
that  opinion  prompted  him  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  that  it  was  a  meafure  not 
only  wife,  prudent,  and  necedary 
at  the  time  it  was  adopted,  but 
that  it  had  fince  been  productive 
•of  the  moil  beneficial  confequences; 
nor  would  he  hefitate  to  affirm,  that 
he  Should  not  have  now  to  congra¬ 
tulate  the  Houfe,  and  the  Country, 
on  the  fpirit,  the  vigour,  and  the 
unanimity,  which  the  prefent 
•emergency  had  called  forth,  were 
it  not  for  that  very  Treaty  which 
was  fo  loudly  arraigned  and  fo 
feverely  digmatizcd.  He  and  all 
the  other  members  of  Government 
had  been  anxious  to  maintain  it, 
but  fince  their  wilhes  in  that  re- 
fpeCt  had  been  frudrated,  and  war 
had  neceffarilv  arifen,  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  meet  the  crifis  with  the 
feeling-s  of  an  Englishman  ;  and, 
defirous  as  he  was  to  fheathe  the 
fword,  he  Should  now  be  found  no 
lefs  determined  to  unfheathe  it, 
until  it  Ihould  appear  that  the 
honour  of  the  country  remained 
untouched,  and  that  its  Safety  and 
independence  were  more  effe&ually 
fecurecL 

As  to  the  temper  of  Miniders, 
he  obferved  that  their  defire  of 
peace  had,  no  doubt,  induced  them  to 
manifeft  no  inconfide-rable  fhare  of 
patience  and  forbearance  ;  but  they 
felt  that  the  fituation  of  Prance 
itfelf,  and  the  circumdances  in 
which  was  placed  the  perfon  who 
held  the  chief  rule  in  that  country, 
called  for  fome  allowances.  His 


mind  was  fo  pampered  with  vic« 
tories ;  it  was  fo  dazzled  with 
the  additional  Splendour  that  was 
Shed  upon  his  name,  that  it  might 
not  be  fair  to  expeCt  he  would 
immediately  fit  down  quiet,  and 
foberly  examine  what  might  bed 
belong  to  his  new  Situation* 
Under  that  impreffion  it  was 
judged  wife  to  obferve  a  certain 
degree  of  forbearance  with  refpeCt 
to  what  Should  otherwife  be 
noticed  in  the  French  Government 
at  other  times  vand  under  other 
circumdances.  A  defire  to  make 
thefe  allowances  produced  the  for¬ 
bearance  which  had  marked  the 
conduct  of  Mniflers ;  a  condutt  to 
which  was  now  owing  the  fpirit 
and  the  energy  which  the  country 
feemed  prepared  to  difplay.  That 
forbearance  which  fome  Gentlemen 
were  fo  prone  to  cenfure,  Miniders 
had  reafon  to  boafl  of.  It  had 
produced  no  bad  confequences,  if 
we  were  to  go  to  war:  it  had 
neither  delayed  too  long,  nor  had 
it  brought  it  on  one  hour  to© 
Toon. 

On  the  charge  of  withholding 

communications,  he  Said  that  both 

he  and  Lord  Hawkefhury  had 

dated  that  they  had  no  reliance  at 

any  time  on  the  continuance  of 

peace,  but  fugh  as  arofe  from  a 

view  of  the  fituation  of  the  enemy, 

and  the  confcioufnefs  of  our  own 

Strength..  France  might  have  dif- 

covered  the  fame  reftlefs  fpirit  of 

ambition  that  had  ever  marked  her 

©ha-rafter.  Yet,  on  the  occafion 

which  had  been  referred  to,  Mr, 

Addington  allowed  he  did  fay,  that 

the  peace  might  lad  as  long  as  any 

other;  and  then  alfo  added,  that 

the  onlv  chance  of  its  continuance 
✓ 

arofe  from  the  energy  of  our 
drength,  and  the  impregnable 

[X]  4  fecurity 
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fecurity  of  our  refources.  He 
was  of  the  fame  opinion  when  the 
Preliminaries  were  difcuffed  ;  the 
the  fame  language  had  he  held  in 
the  debates  of  laic  feffion.  But  it 
was  obferved,  that  the  conduCb  oi 
the  French  Government  fitould 
have  infpired  different  apprehen¬ 
sions.  411  I  am  fere,5’  laid  the 
Minifter  ;  i  am  not  very  much 
difpofed  to  flatter  and  compliment 
the  perfon  who  is  now  at  the  head 
of  the  French  Government;  but 
fill!  I  muft  fay,  that  I  could  fee 
nothing  in  his  ccndud  which ded 
me  to  believe  that  it  was  his 
policy  to  renew  hoftiliti'es.  In 
this,  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  I 
may  have  been  deceived ;  but  his 
fending,  at  the  time,  the  remaining 
navy  of  France  to  Saint  Domingo, 
his  expofmg  fo  a  large  portion  both 
of  his  naval  and  military  force, 
were  furely  pretty  reafonable  in¬ 
dications  of  a  pacific  fyftem ;  nor 
can  they  well  be  accounted  for, 
but  on  a  principle  of  peace.  It 
has  alfo  been  afferted,  that  in  the 
dilcuffion  on  his  Majefly's  Speech, 
on  the  23d  of  November,  an 
affurance  was  expreffed  by  me, 
that  there  to  as  no  probability  of  a 
rupture.  What  I  then  faid  was 
an  anfwer  to  an  honourable  Gen¬ 
tleman,  who  obferved  that  he  was 
concerned  to  fee  that  it  was  likely 
hofiilities  would  be  renewed.  All 
I  afferted  on  the  occafion  was,  that 
1  faw  no  probability  of  an  im¬ 
mediate  rupture  at  that  time. 
Similar  language  is  faid  alfo  to 
have  been  ufed  by  me  when  the 
queftion  refpecting  the  income  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the 'Prince  of 
Wales  was  under  difcuffion.  lam 
fuppofed  then  to  have  -  obferved 
that  we  were  in  profound  peace. 
r|'hat  I  mentioned  our  being  at 


peace,  I  readily  agree,  hut  I  do 
not  think  I  made  ufe  of  the  word. 
profound.  The  circumftance  which 
led  me  to  make  ufe  of  the  ex_ 

' preffon  was  an  allufion  to  the  lan¬ 
guage  that  was  ufed  in  1796,  when, 
the  fame  fubjecl  was  under  the 
confideration  of  Parliament.  It 
was  then  obferved,  that  it ,  was 
right  to  continue  the  reftriclions 
on.  the  expenditure  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  on  account  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  difficulties  of  the  times.  But 
I  obferved,  on  the  occafion  alluded 
to,  that;  the  reftridions  that  might 
be  proper  in  time  of  war,  might 
as  properly  be  done  away  in  time 
of  peace,  and  if  1  added  the  word 
profound ,  it  was  probably  only 
from  the  ufual  combination  of  the 
two  words.  No  other  expreffion 
of  the  nature  hinted  at  has  efcaped 
my  lips.  Another  converfation 
has  alfo  been  referred  to,  which 
took  place  in  a  difcufiion  on  the 
consolidated  Fund.  In  that  con¬ 
verfation  I  am  again  fuppofed  to 
have  faid,  that  I  had  no  expecta¬ 
tion  that  the  war  would  be  re¬ 
newed.  What  I  faid  then,  merely 
refered  to  the  ftate  of  our  national 
and.  military  flrength,  which  I 
afferted  was  not  intended  to  an¬ 
fwer  any  views  of  ambition  and 
aggrandizement,  'but  had  only  in 
contemplation  the  afferrion  of  our 
juft  rights,  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  blefllngs  of  peace.  But  I  am 
eager  now  to  releafe  the  Boufe 
from  any  further  reference  to  any 
language  ufed  by  me.  I  with  them 
to  reft  their  opinion  on  better  au¬ 
thority  ;  let  the  Houfe,  therefore, 
cofifuit  the  records  of  Parliament, 
and  they  will  there  find  what  were 
the  real  fentiments  of  Minifters- 
Let  them  confult  the  Speech  of  his 
jVIajefty  at  the  beginning  of  the 

feifion. 
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fdlion,  the  Addrefs,  and  even  the 
amendment  to  the  Addrefs,  which 
were  moved  on  that  occafion.  Do 
they  imply  any  thing  like  the 
opinion  which  I  am  aflerted  to 
have  uttered  ?  On  the  contrary, 
did  not  thp  fentiments  there  ex- 
prefled,  create  great  anxiety  in  the 
minds  of  fome  Gentlemen  ?  Is  it  to 
be  fuppofed  that  I  fhould  have 
ex  prefled  a  perfect:  conviction  that 
no  renewal  ofhoftilities  would  take 
place,  at  a  time  when  I  was  agree¬ 
ing  to  a  large  naval  and  military 
eftablilhment  ?  Why  then  fhould 
thofe  who  propofed  fuch  precau¬ 
tions,  be  imagined  to  be  wholly 
without  apprehenflon  of  war  ?  This 
furely  would  argue  a  ftrange  and 
unaccountable  incqnfiftency  be¬ 
tween  their  opinions  and  their  mea- 
fures.  The  preparations  then  ad- 
vifed  and  purfued,  are  therefore  the 
beft  proof  of  what  were  the  real  fenti¬ 
ments  of  Minifters ;  and  if  that 
proof  were  not  fufficient,  an  addi¬ 
tional  one  might  be'  found  in.  the 
obfervations  which  I  made  at  the 
time  it  was  propofed  to  renew  the 
reftriCtion  on  the  cadi  payments 
of  the  Bank  ;  that  the  ftate  of 
Europe  was  the  beft  argument  that 
could  be  urged  in  favour  of  its 
adoption.” 

Minifters,  he  added,  were  alfo 
accufed  of  not  making  formal  com¬ 
munications  to  Parliament  of  the 
matters  that  gave  rife  to  the  dif- 
cuflions.  Such  communications 
might  be  attended  with  the  word 
effects,  and  therefore  it  wds  pru¬ 
dent  to  withhold  them  until  the 
time  came  for  making  them  with 
fafety.  In  like  manner,  Mr. 
Addington  exculpated  himfelf  from 
the  charge  of  not  making  proper 
Communications  on  each  topic  of 
difpute  with  France  as  it  arofe, 


EUROPE.  V  [153 

Brewing  that  on  every  occafion, 
fuch  difclofures  muft  have  produced 
great  evils,  wftthout  being  attended 
with  any  advantage. 

“  Minifters,”  he  laid  in  con¬ 
cluding,  “  anxioufly  wiftied  to 
preferve  peace,  but  notwithftand- 
ing‘  that  anxiety,  the  honour  of 
the  country  was  never  committed* 
as  the  documents  on  the  table  will 
abundantly  prove.  They  will  ex¬ 
hibit,  indeed,  ftrong  marks  of 
forbearance,  but  nfit  one  of  un¬ 
becoming  weaknefs.  While  there 
remained  a  hope  of  peace  no  com¬ 
munication  was  made  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  becaufe  it  was  deemed, 
and  I  think  juftly,  that  fuch  com¬ 
munications  would  fruftrate,  rather 
than  promote,  the  attainment  of 
that  defirable  object.  What  the 
conduct  of  Minifters  has  been 
throughout,  I  hope  that  the  Houfe 
have  now  before  them  full  and 
ample  communications,  and  if  a 
Angle  document  be  wanting,  by 
the  help  of  which  the  conduct  of 
Minifters  may  be  better  elucidated, 
they  will  feel  it  their  duty  to  the 
Houfe  to  furnifh  it  without  delay. 
In  my  own  and  their  name,  I  am 
now  ready  to  fay,  that  in  whatever 
light  the  Houfe  may  be  induced  to 
behold  their  conduct,  Minifters  are 
ready  to  meet  their  deciflon.  Wife 
only  call  for  a  deciflon  ;  we  do  not 
venture  to  afk  for  approbation  :  we 
are  anxious,  however,  to  efcape 
cenfure  ;  if  jt  be  merited,  we  ftib- 
miftively  acquiefce  in  the  fen tence 
of  the  Houfe  :  but  if  it  be  un¬ 
merited,  let  our  minds  be  relieved 
from  the  charges  which  the  Refo- 
lutions  now  propofed  hang  over 
us,  and  let  them  go  unfettered  to 
the  difeharge  of  thofe  arduous 
duties  of  which  they  are  deflrous 
to  acquit  themfelves  with  zeal, 

diligence* 
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diligence,  and  fidelity.  Let  us 
know  that  we  do  not  go  forth  in 
tiie  eyes  of  the  country  branded 
with  the  ftigma  of  the  difpleafure 
of  the  Houfe ;  or,  jf  we  have  un¬ 
fortunately  incurred  their  difap- 
probation,  let  it  be  proved  by  a 
direct  charge  ;  if  the  Houfe  fay 
the  charge  is  not  founded,  our 
gratitude  will  be  unbounded ;  if 
they  fay  it  is,  we  (hall  bow  to 
the  decifion  with  the  confcioufnefs 
of  having  exerted  our  bed  endea¬ 
vours  to  deferve  a  better  fate.'' 

The  general  attention  of  the 
Houfe  was  mod  powerfully  excited 
when  Mr.  Pitt  arofe  to  deliver  his 
fentiments,  and  the  purport  of  his 
fpeech.  occaftoned  no  lefs  furprize 
than  pain  to  the  friends  of  the  Mi- 
nidry.  He  declared  the  difficulty 
he  felt  in  giving  a  decided  opinion, 
and  the  more  efpecially  fo,  after 
the  manly  appeal  of  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  Gentleman  who  had  juft 
fat  down,  to  the  pofitive  decifion 
©f  the  Houfe.  “  If  I  was  pre¬ 
pared/5  he  faid,  c£  to  give  it 
in  the  ample  mariner  called  for, 
I  fhould  certainly  do  fo  according 
to  the  direction  of  my  confcience. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  I  was  to 
give  it  according  to  the  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  lad  but  one, 
and  that  I  fhould  be  induced  to 
addrefs  his  Majedy  for  the  remov¬ 
al  of  his  prefent  Miniders,  I  hope 
I  fhould  be  as  ready  to  make  a 
facrifice  of  my  perfonal  feelings 
as  any  other  Member  of  this  Houfe. 
If  on  the  other  hand,  I  could  feel 
j  as  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle¬ 
man  (Mr.  Addington)  feels,  that 
the  declaration  made  by  his  Ma- 
jeiVs  Miniders  is,  throughout  ail 
its  beanngs,  fo  dear  and  decifive, 
to  ei&w  forth  that  unqualified 


approbation  they  feem  to  demand, 
I  fhould  not  hefitate  to  deliver 
that  fentiment  with  all  the  freedom 
which  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
cafe  requires.  If  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
difficulty,  I  could  fee  the  matter 
fo  clearly  as  to  have  no  doubt,  I 
fhould  then  fay  it  is  a  title  to  ap¬ 
probation.  But  to  that  extent  I 
cannot  concur  in  the  propofitions  ; 
nor  am  I  prepared  to  agree  with 
the  exprefs  negative  propofed  to  be 
put  on  them/5  - 

Among  the  reafons  for  his  dif¬ 
ficulty,  he  affigned  his  unwilling- 
nefs  to  interfere  with  the  jud  pre¬ 
rogative  of  the  Crown,  or  adopt  re- 
folutions  which  mud  compel  2 
change  of  Miniders.  ({  To  dif- 
•place  an  adminidration  at  fuch  a 
moment/'  he  faid,  (i  isnot  the  work 
of  an  hour,  or  of  a  day ;  and  it  is 
highly  important  for  the  Houfe  to 
reflect  on  the  interval  that  it 
may  produce,  with  an  Executive 
Government  interrupted  and  de¬ 
prived  of  its  efficient  means  of 
conduding  its  mod  effential  con¬ 
cerns/5  Thus  forbearing  abfolute 
cenfure,  from  motives  of  loyalty 
and  prudence,  and  refufmg  intire 
approbation,  becaufe  not  convinced 
that  Miniders  were  in  titled  to  ir. 
he  moved  that  the  other  Orders  of 
the  day  fhould  be  read. 

Not  lefs  furprized  than  adeded 
at  this  fpeech  and  motion.  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  declared,  that  with 
every  wifh  to  do  judice  to  the 
feelings  of  his  Right  Honourable 
Friend,  in  making  the  motion  with 
which  he  had  concluded  his  fpeech, 
he  and  his  colleagues  fhould  be 
fhrinking  from  their  duty  to 
them! elves,  if  they  could  accept 
the  compromife  offered,  between  a 
dired  cenfure  and  a  total  acquittal. 
A  charge  of  crimination,  founded 

upon 
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«pon  papers  laid  on  the  table,  had 
been  brought  forward.  He  afked, 
if  there  was  an  inftance  in  which 
proportions  founded  on  fuch  docu¬ 
ments,  and  involving  the  conduft 
of  Minifters,  had  not  been  met 
either  with  a  direct  negative  or 
affirmative  ?  A  motion  of  inquiry 
might  be  got  rid  of  by  a  previous 
queftiorr  ;  but,  when  a  d'i  red:  charge 
was  made,  grounded  on  facts,  arif. 
Ing  out  of  public  documents,  a 
previous  queftion  was  not  the  lit 
way  of  difpoling  of  the  fubjedt. 
Thofe  who  wifhed  to  deftroy  the 
adminiftration  ought  to  vote  for 
the  Refolutions,  becaufe  that  was 
their  obvious  tendency  ;  while  the 
vote  which  his  Right  Honourable 
Friend  had  propofed,  would  have 
the  effied  to  difcredit  Government, 
to  leave  them  difcredited,  in  pof- 
feffion  of  fundions  which  they 
could  not  exercife  with  honour  to 
themfelves,  nor  advantage  to  the 
public.  On  the  Ruffian  armament, 
he  well  remembered  that  his  Right 
Honourable  Friend  and  himfelf  had 
not  thought  it  Efficient  to  get  rid 
oi  a  motion  of  cenfure,  by  a  pre¬ 
vious  queftion,  but  in  circumftan,- 
ces  when  the  Government  in  one 
point  had  given  up,  yet  the  char¬ 
ges  were  met  boldly,  and  diredly 
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negatived.  He  wiftied  that,  on 
the  prefent  occalion,  Minifters 
might  either  be  acquitted  or  con¬ 
demned.  If  it  were  the  defire  o£ 
Minifters  to  retain  their  places  at 
all  hazards,  they  might  accept  the 
compromife  which  had  been  offered; 
but  he  could  fay  for  himfelf  and 
his  colleagues,  that  they  had  no 
defire  to  remain  in  office  longer 
than  they  could  be  ufeful  to  their 
country. 

Mr.  Canning  alfo  oppofed  Mr* 
Pitt's  propofition,  but  in  a  long 
fpeech,  he  ftrenuoufly  urged  the 
adoption  of  the  original  Refolutions* 
After  the  debate  had  continued 
fome  time  longer,  theHoufe divided, 
when  the  numbers  for  Mr.  Pitt’s 
motion  were  56,  againft  it  333. 
The  Houfe  being  refumed,  Mr. 
Pitt,  with  feveral  of  his  friends, 
went  away,  and  Mr.  Fox  having 
declared  that  it  was  not  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  vote  for  the  Refolutions, 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  approve  of 
the  conduct  of  Minifters,  alfo  de¬ 
parted  with  fome  of  his  adherents. 
The  queftion  being  then  put  on 
Colonel  Patten’s  motion,  the&rum- 
bers  were,  for  it,  34,  againft  it, 
275, 


CHAP,  xr. 


Holland  becomes  a  party  in  the  War — The  King’s  Me/prge  to  Parliament  on 
the  Subjedi.  Preparatmis  in  England  for  defence;  the  fupplementary 
Militia  called  out ;  Mejfage  for  an  additional  free  ;  debate  on  it  in  the  Houfe 
of  Loras ;  the  Secretary  at  War  propofes  in  the  Houfe' of  Commons  to  raife 
fifty  thoufand  men  as  an  army  of  refer-ve  ;  oppofed  by  Mr.  Windham  ;  the 
bill fupported  in  principle ,  but  oppofed  in  many  of  its  details  by  Mr.  Pitt „ 
frog  refs  of  the  bill  through  the  Upper  Houfe.  Bill  for  enabling  the  King 
(s  require  the  Military  frvice  of  all  his  fubjeds ,  tonmonly  called  the  levy 

cn  mafil  • 
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pi  majje  ;  obfemmtkns  of  Mr.  Windham  ;  of  Sir  Francis  Burden  ;  the  hill 
is  amended  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  vene<wed  debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  ;  obfervations  of  Mr.  Windham ,  Mr.  Sheridan ,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Alteration  in  the  Mutiny  Adi,  Commiffiouers  appointed  to 
inquire  into  abufes  in  the  Navy, 


IT  is  one  of  the  misfortunes 
arifing  out  of  the  overgrown 
power  and  influence  of  modern 
France,  that  independence  in  na¬ 
tions  is  growing  more  and  more 
imaginary.  States,  which  by  the 
for.m  of  their  governments,  and 
the  efted  of  treaties  ought  to  be 
•  perfectly  free,  and  to  form  corn- 
pads  of  peace,  or  iffue  manifeftoes 
e£  hoftility,  according  to  their 
own  opinions  of  propriety  or  con¬ 
venience,  are  now  dragged  into 
wars  contrary  to  their  inclinations, 
and  in  oppofition  to  their  real 
welfare,  merely  becaufe  their  ac¬ 
tivity  may  be  deemed  advantage¬ 
ous,  or  their  neutrality  might  be 
found  detrimental  to  the  interefts 
©£  a  more  powerful  neighbour. 
Thus  it  was  with  the  once  really, 
gnd  ft  ill  nominally,  free  and  in¬ 
dependent  dates  of  Holland  in  the 
prefent  conteft.  Policy  and  incli¬ 
nation  equally  difpofed  them  to 
peace,  and  the  Britifh  Government 
was  perfediy  inclined  to  leave 
them  in  repofe,  but  the  irreft ftible 
mandate  of  France  involved  them 
in  a  war,  m  which  they  could  fore- 
fee  nothing  but  mifery  and  lofs, 
while  peace  prefented  every  prof- 
ped,  not  only  of  eafe,  but  of  profit 
gnd  happinefs. 

*  Parliament  was  informed 
i*  of  this  fad  by  a  royal 
a  :une„  ]y|effage,  in  which  his  Ma- 
Jefty  dated,  that  from  an  anxious 
defire  to  prevent  the  calamities  of 
war  being  extended  to  the  Batavi¬ 
an  Republic,  he  communicated  to 
that  Government  his  difpofition 


to  refped  their  neutrality,  provid¬ 
ed  a  fimilar  difpofition  were  ma- 
n  ire  (led  on  the  part  of  France, 
and  their  forces  withdrawn  from 
the  Dutch  territories.  This  pro- 
pofition  not  having;  been  acceded 

—  C— s 

to  by  France,  and  meafures  having 
been  taken  in  dived  violation  of 
the  independence  of  Holland,  his. 
Majefty  had  di  reded  his.Minifter 


to  leave  the  Hague-  and  he  had 


fince,  with  regret,  given  orders, 
that  letters  of  marque  and  general 
reprifals  fhould  be  iffued. 

On  this  Mefiage  both  Houfes 
voted  an  Addrefs  without  debate. 

Ar  Bonaparte  openly  difclofed 
the  intention  of  hazarding  a  large 
portion  of  his  military  force  in  the 
invafion  of  Great  Britain,  and  as 
preparations  for  efFeding  thatobjed 
were  often tatioufiy  made,  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Government  and  of  the 
nation  was  irrefiftibly  drawn  to 
the  adoption  of  proper  meafures  of 
defence. 


When  the  Britifh  ,  Tv/r 
,  rr  ,  ,  -  20th  May. 

embailaaor  was  order-  J 


ed  to  withdraw  from  the  French 
Court,  meafures  were  taken  to 
complete  the  quota  of  the  counties, 
and  facilitate  the  raifine  of  the 

-  i  G 

Supplementary  Militia,  and  a  bill 
for  this  purpofe  was  brought  in  by 
the  Secretary  at  War,  and  paffedo 
A  Mefiage  from  his  Majefty  ^  ^ 
fpeedily  followed,  announc- 
ing,  that  he  had  taken  the  lawful 
meafures  for  caufing  the  Supplemen¬ 
tary  Militia  to  be  railed,  enrolled, 
drawn  out,  embodied,  and  marched 
as  occafion  might  require, 

After 
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iRth  Tune  After  the  war  with 
-  Holland  had  been  an- 

nounced,  his  Majedy,  by  another 
Meflage,  dated,  that,  for  the  more 
effectual  defence  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom  againd  the  avowed  defigns  of 
the  enemy,  and  for  the  pufpofe  of 
providing  fuch  means  as  might  be 
bed  calculated  for  a  vigorous  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war,  it  was  im¬ 
portant  that  a  large  additional 
force  fhould  be  raifed. 

The  motions  for  an  Addrefs  on 
this  Meffage  were  oppofed  in. both 
Houfes,  or  rather  the  plans  difclofed 
by  Miniders  for  giving  effeft  to 
the  King’s  recommendation  were 
feverely  arraigned. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  bufi- 
nefs  was  opened  by  Lord  Hobart, 
who  dated  that  a  large  force  was 
neceffary  to  be  collected  in  this 
country  for  ref  ding  the  enemy ; 
every  exertion  had  been  made, 
and  was  making,  to  increafe  the 
regular  army;  but  thofe  exertions 
could  not  produce  the  force  which 
it  was  defraVle  to  have  dationed 
in  the  country.  To  obtain  fuch  a 
force  by  ordinary  means  would  be 
fo  difficult,  and  he  was  forry  to 
fay  neceffity  required  that  means 
of  a  compulfory  nature  fhould  be 
reforted  to.  In  the  lad  war,  there 
were  raifed  for  the  Militia  1 14,386 
men,  including  Scotland.  The 
number  now  raifed  for  the  edab- 
lifhed  and  Supplementary  Militia, 
amounted  to  72,963  men.,  to 
which  it  was  propofed  by  the  pre- 
fent  plan  to  add  40,000  for  Great 
Britain :  this  would  make  the 
whole  '  force  for  this  country 
112,963,  being  1,423  lefs  than 
duiing  the  lad  war.  It  was  the 
intention  of  Miniders,  that  the 
army  to  be  raifed  fhould  confid  of 
40,000  men  for  Great  Britain,  and 


the  idands  of  the  Channel  (Guern-i 
fey  and  Jerfey),  and  10,000  for 
Ireland -The  fervice  of  the  troops 
to  be  reciprocal,  thofe  raifed  11T 
England  to  ferve  in  Ireland,  and 
thofe  raifed  in  Ireland  to  ferve  m 
England.  It  was  propofed,  that 
the  Officers  fhould  be  perfons  who 
had  held  rank  in  the  army,  and 
had'1'  ferved  either  in  the'  fencible 
corps,  or  in  the  Ead  India  Corrw 
pany’s  fervice,  which  would  pro¬ 
duce  an  effeftual  fupply.  This 
force  was  intended  to  be  raifed, 
on  the  principle  of  the  Militia,, 
by  ballot,  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
counties  and  di drifts,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  fuch  volunteers  as  thought 
proper  to  offer  their  fer vices,  ana 
enrolled  for  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  Idands  in  the  Channel. 
The  age  of  the  perfons  to 'be  from 
1 8  to  45  ;  and  as  there  was  nothing 
in  any  aft  of  Parliament  to  pre¬ 
vent  men  raifed  for  the  Militia, 
from  entering  into  the  regular  army, 
this  meafure  would  operate  as  a 
means  of  increasing  the  difpofable 
force  of  the  country. 

As  this  fpeech  referred  to  levy¬ 
ing  a  force  in  augmentation  of  the 
Militia,  and  to  be  provided  by 
fimilar  means,  the  debate  turned 
chiefly  on  the  merits  and  defefts 
of  that  mode  of  armament.  The 
Duke  of  Clarence,  while  he  ex~ 
preffed  the  mod  thorough  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  judice  of  the  war,  and 
the  mod  fanguine  confidence  in  the 
unanimity  and  valour  of  the  nation, 
did  not  think  the  propofed  force 
fufficient,  and  as  he  was  of  opinion 
that  offenfj  ve,  not  defend ve  war¬ 
fare  was  mod  proper  under  the 
circumdances  of  the  country,  he 
conddered  50,000  men,  to  be  raif¬ 
ed  according  to  the  plan  propofed, 
lefs  efficient  than  40,000,  raifed  to 
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go  all  over  the  world.  Earl 
Grofvenor  and  the  Earl  of  Caer¬ 
narvon  cenfured  the  Militia  fjftem 
in  general,  and  particularly  that 
part  which  allowed  the  {applying 
of  fubftitutes,  and  the  exemption 
®f  the  clergy,  the  univerfities, 
women,  and  fome  other  dalles  ot 
fubjeds.  A  ballot,  it  was  faid,  is 
a.  tax  to  raife  money,  under  the 
pretence  of  railing  men  ;  it  is  cal¬ 
culated  only  to  difcharge  the  public 
purfe  from  the  expence  of  the  levy, 
ami  throw  it  on  any  individual, 
rich  or  poor,  without  con  federation 
©f  juftice,  without  attention  to 
any  principle  of  equitable  dilbribu- 
tion  of  public  burthens  according 
%o  the  abilities  to  bear  them  ;  it  is 
a  tax  founded  on  no  found  princi¬ 
ple  of  taxation.  The  pretence 
that  men,  not  money,  is  fought  ; 
is  a  fraudulent  artifice.  The  earl 
of  Suffolk  recommended  that  there 
Cbould  be  a  military  furvey,  and 
that  20,000  men  fhouid  be  railed 
and  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
country.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
a  force  fhouid  be  affembled  which, 
by  means  of  carriages,  might  be 
at  any  point  of  attack  in  thirty 
hours.  If  this  plan  was  adopted, 
we  might  always  have  a  greater 
force  than  France  could  bring  to¬ 
gether  at  any  one  time.  He  had 
ffated,  that  plans (hould be  arranged 
for  enabling  Lords  Lieutenants  to 
raife  troops,  and  that  an  efficient 
deputy  Lieutenant  fhouid  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  who  {hould  give  orders 
for  every  thing  neceffary  to  be 
done.  Fie  hoped  there  would  be 
an  army  of  referve,  commanded  by 
an  officer  of  whom  the  country  had 
an  high  opinion.  For  this  purpofe 
he  named  Earl  Grey  and  Earl 
Moira. 

The  lattter  nobleman  declared 


himfelf  perfectly  fatisfied  wltfi 
whatever  deftination  his  Sovereign 
had  graciouny  been  pleafed  to  allot 
to  him,  and  were  his  Maiefty  to 
call  upon  him  to  ferve  in  the  ranks 
as  a  private,  he  fhouid,  in  that 
fubordinate  {ration,  unfheathe  his 
fwordwifh  the  fame  cheerful  ala- 
crity  and  ardent  zeal,  as  if  called 
to  the  chief  command  of  the  moft 
numerous  and  gallant  army.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  hand?  of 
Minifters  fnould  be  left  unfhackled, 
and  their  power  wholly  uncon- 
trouled  ;  for  more  danger  might  be 
apprehended  from  haraffing  them 
in  the  plan  they  laid  down,  than 
benefit  could  be  derived  from  pro¬ 
jecting  a  better  plan,  which  could 
only  protraft  the  execution  of  the 
former.  sc  There  is  not/'  he 
faid,  (t  an  hour,  not  a  moment  to 
be  loft.  While  your  Lordfhips 
are  debating,  the  enemy  is  adding  ; 
while  we  are  deviling  plans  of 
defence,  they  are  executing  means 
of  attack  ;  while  we  are  idly  pre¬ 
luding  in  a  war  of  words,  they  will 
come  on  us  in  a  war  of  addion  * 
they  will  fbrprize  us  unprepared^ 
and  overpower  us  {lumbering  at 
our  fire  iides. 

ie  Occapat  injcautum,  patriafque  obtnia- 
cat  ad  aras.” 

Kis  Lordfhip  alfo  blamed  the 
tardinefs  of  Minifters,  who  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  in  the  month 
of  March  with  the  defigns  of 
France,  came  late  in  the  month  of 
j  une  to  propofe  meafures  of  feeurity , 
the  execution  of  which  was  ftill  to 
be  delayed,  in  hopes  of  their  being 
impr@ved  by  parliamentary  dii- 
cufiion. 

Several  other  peers  had  delivered 
their  femiinents,  when  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville 
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tille  declared  he  coaid  not  but 
pin  with  thofe  who  complained  of 
the  want  of  activity  of  Minifters 
in  not  coming  earlier  forward  with 
this  or  fome  more  efficient  roea- 
fure  of  defence.  Lord  Moira’s 
ftatement  of  their  negleft,  did  not 
comprize  the  whole ;  they  had 
known  ever  lince  the  figni'ng  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  that  every  ad 
eff  the  French  government  had 
been  an  ad  of  aggreffioe  and  in- 
fult.  They  had  known  this  for 
a  whole  year,  and  yet  they  did 
not  preferve  in  exiftence  a  force, 
of  which  they  might,  on  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  war,  immediately  have 
availed  themfelves,  but  they  con¬ 
trived  to  call  out  the  Militia,  at 
the  very  time  it  was  neceffary  to 
recruit  the  army.  The  two  fer- 
vices  could  not  go  on  together. 
The  whole  condud  of  Minifters 
was  of  a  piece ;  it  was  all  negied 
and  protradion.  Something,  he 
faid,  had  fallen  in  debate  on  the 
fubjed  of  confcription  ;  however 
unpopular  the  opinion  might  be, 
he  was  willing  to  bear  his  lhare  in 
the  unpopularity,  by  avowing  that 
it  was  of  the  very  effence  of  all 
governments,  and  the  very  corn- 
pad  of  all  focicties,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  had  a  right  to  call  upon 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  its  fub- 
jeds,  for  common  defence  againit 
a  common  enemy.  It  was  already 
the  cafe  with  feamen,  and  was 
equally  juftifiabie  towards  any 
other  clafs  of  fubjeds,  when  public 
danger  required  it. 

Lord  Hobart,  in  reply,  farcafti- 
cally  thanked  the  noble  Lord  for 
his  readinefs  to  take  a  fhare  in  the 
unpopularity  of  a  meafure,  to 
which  he  trufted  there  would  be 
no  occafion  to  refort,  and  vindica- 
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ted  government  from  the  impu¬ 


tation  of  delay  in  embodying  the 
Militia.  In  this  ftatement  he 
was  fupported  by  the  evidence  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  who  de¬ 
clared,  that,  as  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Suffex,  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  Secretary  of  State’s* 
letter  in  the  lad  Autumn,  to  fum- 
mon  his  Militia  to  be  ballot  ted 
for;  and  the  delay  in  bringing 
them  forward  was  not  imputable 
to  Minifters  nor  to  Lords  Lieute¬ 
nants,  but  to  the  Ad  of  Parliament 
itfelf,  which  rendered  it  neceffary 
to  fummon  fo  many  meetings  to 
call  for  lifts  to  be  produced,  and 
to  take  all  the  neceffary  fteps  pre¬ 
vious  to  forming  the  regiments. 

In  the  Lowtjr  Houfe,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  at  War  opened  the  fame  plan> 
in  a  fpeech  of  great  ability  and 
method,  ftyling  the  50,000  men 
intended  to  be  raifed,  an  army  of 
Referve.  “  In  other  times,”  be 
faid,  “  and  under  other  circumftan- 
ces,  when  we  might  be  menaced 
with  ordinary  dangers,  I  do  not 
hefitate  to  exprefsmy  opinion,  that 
with  a  force  nearly  amounting  to 
140,000  men  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  (for  fo  much  it  will 
amount  to  when  the ‘Supplementary 
Militia  lhall  have  been  raifed), 
and  that  force  combined  with  our 
powerful  Navy,  I  think  we  fhould 
have  been  entitled  to  look  with 
contempt  on  the  impotent  prepara¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy,  which  would 
fcarcely  have  dared  to  quit  their 
ports,  from  the  certainty  ol  cither 
beintr  fent  to  the  bottom  of  the 

u 

fea,  or  bafhed  in  pieces,  fhould  they 
reach  our  {hores,  by  the'  cannon, 
and  arms  of  the  brave  men  whom 
they  would  there  find  ready  and 
eager  to  receive  them.  Without 
over-rating  the  danger  of  the  pre- 
fent  times,  I  believe  it  poffible  ' 
,  that 
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that  fome  of  the  enemy  may  reach 
England  or  Ireland;  but  if  they 
do,  I  have,  no  doubt  but  the  fame 
hue  eventually  awaits  them  ;  and 
therefore,  when  our  fecurity  is  fo 
avowedly  threatened,  and,  when 
offers  of  affiflance  towards  effecting 
a  defcent  are  made  by  many  of 
the  provinces  of  France,  I  cannot 
but  finite  at  the  audacity  which 
didates  the  defign,  and  lament 
the  abjeft  folly  and  weaknefs 
which  propofes  to  contribute  to 
its  fuccefs.  1  have  no  doubt  that 
the  pafiage  of  the  enemy  to  this 
country,  with  all  the  means  of 
effecting  it  which  they  can  bring 
together,  will  be  regarded  by  all 
the  generals  of  the  French  army 
(and  even  by  thofe  who  have  fo 
lately  and  fo  earneflly  folicited 
the  honour  of  accompanying  the 
Firfl  Con'ful  in  the  veflel  which  is 
to  bear  to  the  fhores  of,  this  coun¬ 
try  the  deftinies  and  the  vengeance 
of  France)  as  equally  hazardous 
and  tremendous  with  the  pafiage  of 
the  Styx  itfelf, 

Stabant  orantes  pvimi  tranfmittere  cur¬ 
ium, 

Tendebantque  rr.anus  rlpse  ulterioris 
a  more. 

'  ■  v  \  '  r 

Fata  obftant  triftique  palus  inamabilis 
unda 

Alligat  et  novies  Styx  interfufa  coercetd* 

After  feme  further  obfervations  on 
the  difpofition  and  projects  of  the 
Firft  Conful,  he  proceeded  ;  If 
whole  armies  and  fleets  are  to  be 
fucceffively  Tacrificed,  in  order,  at 
laft,  to  obtaimhe  precarious  chance 
of  throwing  a  few  thoufand  men 
upon  our  fhores,  to  introduce 
eonfufion,  and  bloodfhed,  and  fire 
and  rapine,  and  defolation  into  this 
land,  fo  long  and  fohappily  exempt¬ 


ed  from  fuch  miferies-— -when,  I  fay, 
fuch  enterprizes  ai*e  denounced  to 
its  from  high  authority,  it  furely 
becomes  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
Fate  to  leave  nothing  to  chance, 
but  to  provide  moil  ferioufly  and 
efficacioufly  againfl  every  poffible 
contingency.  Upon  this  ground, 
therefore  it  appears  expedient  to 
take  the  neceffary  meafurcs  with¬ 
out  delay,  for  immediately  levy¬ 
ing,  affembling  and  equipping  a 
large  force,  in  addition  to  the 
army  now  in  the  field,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  ready  to  fupport 
fuch  points  as  occafion  may  require; 
and,  upon  confultation  with  the 
beft  military  opinions,  it  is  con- 
fidered,  that  an  army  of  ReferVe  of 
50,000  men,  in  addition  to  what 
is  at  prefent  on  foot  (which  may 
be  calculated,  exclufive  of  India, 
at  110,000  regulars,  and  90,000 
Militia)  will  not  only  give  the 
mofl  complete  fecurity  and  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
enable  his  Ma jelly  to  employ i 
much  larger  portion  of  his  regular 
and  veteran  fbree,  in  ofFenfive  ope¬ 
rations. 

The  Secretary  at  War  then  pro¬ 
ceeded,  with  much  precifion  and 
ability,  to  unfold  the  nature  and- 
fcope  of  his  plan,  infilling  that  it 
would  be  advifeable  for  Parliament 
to  keep  their  eyes  Readily  fixed  on 
three  leading  principles. 

1 .  That  the  force  fhould  be  le¬ 
vied  as  fpeedily,  and  be  made  as 
efficient  as  poffible. 

2.  That  it  fhould  be  made 
available  for  the  general  defence 
of  Great,  Britain  and  Ireland,  fo 
as  to  enable  us,  in  the  fhortdt 
time  to  fet  at  liberty  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  regular  army  for  offen-* 
five  operations. 

3.  Tkat  as  far  as  might  be  con¬ 

fident 
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fiftent  with  the  two  former  objeHs, 
it  fhould  be  levied  with  the  leaft 
poffible  prefiure  on  individuals,  and 
in  a  manner  the  moll  ufual  and 
accuftomed. 

“  With  thefe  views,”  he  faid, 
(c  I  would  propofe,  that  the  army 
of  referve  fhould  be  formed  by  a 
levy  on  all  the  male  inhabitants 
of  the  kingdom,  between  iS  and 
4$,  fit  to  bear  arms,  (with  certain 
exemptions)  that  when  levied,  it 
{hall  be  immediately  affembled, 
on  certain  points  to  be  fixed  upon 
by  the  Executive  Government, 
armed,  clothed,  and  equipped,  in 
all  refpeCts,  for  the  field,  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  officers, 
taken,  as  much  as  poffible,  from  the 
regular  forces,  or  from  half  pay, 
to  be  appointed  and  commiffioned 
by  his  Majefty.  I  fhould  further 
propofe,  that  the  fervices  of  the 
army  of  feferve  {hall  extend  to 
every  part  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  interchangeably,  as  well 
as  the  i  Hands  of  Jerfey  and  Guern- 
fey ;  and  that  the  men  {hall  be  held 
to  ferve  for  four  years,  that  is, 
the  ballotted  men  ;  and  where  fub- 
ftitutes  are  provided,  they  (hall 
be  held  to  ferve  for  four  years,  and 
for  one  month  after  the  ratification 
of  any  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 
And  further  that  the  levy  in  quef- 
tion  fhall  be  made,  upon  the  foun¬ 
dation,  and  according  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  and  machinery  of  Militia  bal¬ 
lot,  wherever  practicable.” 

After  defcribing  the  various 
means  for  giving  effeCt  to  this  levy, 
and  the  purpofes  to  which  it  was 
to  be  directed,  he  ftated  that  the 
exemptions  would  be  generally  the 
fame  with  thofe  of  the  fupplemen- 
tary  Militia,  with  a  few  altera¬ 
tions.  The  exemption  was  not  to 
extend  to  peers.  All  commiffioned 
.  Via.  XLV.  or  Vol.  III.  N$ 
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officers,  officers  on  half  pay,  all 
non  commiffioned  officers  and  pri¬ 
vates  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice  were 
to  be  exempted.  The  exemption 
was  alfo  to  include  all  refident 
members  of  the  uni verfi ties,  all 
clergymen,  and  licenfed  preachers, 
but  this  under  certain  reftritftions. 
No  articled  clerk  was  to  have  .the 
benefit  of  the  exemption,  whole 
articles  had  not  been  figned  on  the 
t 6thofJune,  1803,  thedayon  vvh  ch 
his  Majefty ’sMeftage  was  brought 
down.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  regulations  refpeCting  appren¬ 
tices  was  of  too  wide  and  extend¬ 
ed  a  nature,  and  very  proper  for 
the  interpofition  of  Parliament,  as 
it  created  much  difficulty  in  the 
recruiting  fervice.  Seamen  and 
fea-faring  men  would  be  exempted, 
but  great  caution  would  be  ufed 
in  wording  the  claufe  with  refpeCt 
to  them.  All  perfons  muftered, 
trained,  and  doing  duty,  in  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  ’s  dock'  yards  would  be  ex¬ 
empted,  with  a  fimilar  caution. 
Alfo  every  poor  perfon  having 
more  than  one  child  under  ten 
years  of  age,  making  fome  diftinc- 
tions.  He  then  noticed  the  recfu- 
lations  to  be  adopted  with  refpeCt 
to  fubftitutes,  and  in  conclufion, 
moved  an  Addrefs,  and  for  leave 
to  bring  a  Bill  or  Bills  accord  - 
ingiy. 

This  motion  occafioned  a  debate 
of  confiderable  duration,  in  which 
the  fpeechof  Mr.  Windham  claimed 
peculiar  attention.  He  agreed  in 
the  neceffity  of  extraordinary  exer¬ 
tions  at  this  time,  and  had  waited 
impatiently  to  hear  what  plan  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  meant 
to  propofe  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  ;  but  confefted  himfelf  moft 
grievoufly  difappointed  in  the  ex¬ 
pectations  he  had  formed.  *(  My 
w  Series,  [I]  firfc 
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firft  and  principal  objedion  to  tins 
plan,’"  he  faid,  “  is  this  :  it  tends 
to  do  away,  and  completely  cat 
up  the  army  ;  and  will  make  it 
utterly  impoilible  that  we  Ihould 
ever  have  a  {landing  army.  For 
many  years  pafl  we  have  had  the 
Militia  raifed,  not  by  the  perfons 
ballotted  for,  but  by  fubftitutes : 
the  confequence  of  which  has  been, 
that  fo  large  a  bounty  has  been 
given  for  fubftitutes,  as  to  do 
away  all  competition  between  the 
army  and  militia.  It  has  there¬ 
fore  become  almoft  impoilible  to 
recruit  the  army,  and  that  difficul¬ 
ty  will  be  increafed  by  the  prefent 
meafure.  There  is  one  point, 
however,  of  the  prefent  plan  which 
I  approve  of,  and  that  is,  the  part 
by  which  the  force  to  be  raifed  is 
to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  ex¬ 
perience.  But,  at  the  fame  time, 

I  muft  deny,  that  this  can  ever  be 
conlidered  as  a  difpofable  force ; 
or  that  any  of  thofe  advantages 
can  be  derived  from  it  which  we 
might  exped  from  a  Handing  army. 
Inftead,  therefore,  of  purfuing 
fuch  a  plan  as  this,  I  would  re¬ 
commend,  that  a  commutation 
ihould  be  made  for  perfonal  fervice 
for  a  fixed  fine  ;  and  that  all  fub- 
flitution  in  the  Militia  ihould  be 
aboliihed  for  a  fixed  time.  I 
would  by  that  means  increafe  the 
army  as  much  as  poffible.,>  Mr. 
Windham  allowed  the  great  merits 
of  the  Militia,  but  ftill  contended 
that  after  they  had  done  the  utmoif, 
which  zeal,  adivity,  ardour,  and 
courage,  could  do,  it  was  from 
the  very  nature  and  conftitution 
of  that  force,  impoilible  they  could 
poffefs  the  qualities  of  a  regular 
army :  they  could  not  have  either 
the  difcipline  or  the  experience  of 
an  army.  It  might  as  well  be 


faid,  that  men  could  become  faiicrs 
before  they  get  into  deep  water. 
We  never  could  rely  on  them  as 
we  could  on  veteran  foldiers ;  nor 
exped  that  they  could  do  as  much 
as  men  taken  from  a  diftant  fer¬ 
vice,  and  who  had  been  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  As  the  enemy 
mull  know  all  this,  and  muft  alfo 
know  that  he  could,  whenever  he 
pleafed,  come  and  attack  us  here, 
in  a  ftate  of  inadivity,  refting  on 
our  oars,  and  waiting  for  his  ap¬ 
proach,  therefore,  Mr.  Windham 
contended  that  this  fpecies  of  force 
was  inefficacious  and  mifchievous  ; 
and  that  a  Handing  army  was  the 
only  force  on  which  the  country 
could  place  a  full  and  complete 
reliance,  whether  meant  for  the 
purpofes  of  defence  or  attack. 

“  I  have  the  fame  objedions/* 
he  proceeded,  C(  to  officers  railing 
men  for  rank,  namely,  that  they 
will,  in  order  to  get  their  rank, 
give  large  bounties  to  procure  men. 
There  is  a  danger  that  they  will 
do  fomething  worfe,  that  they  will 
ftoop  to  improper  pradices  to  ob¬ 
tain  men.  The  officers  of  the 
Britilh  army  have  never  done  fo; 
and  I  am  happy  to  fay  they  have 
this  great  fuperiority  over  all 
other  officers  in  the  world,  that 
they  are  better  gentlemen.  The- 
meafures  now  propofed  will  no 
doubt  tell  very  well  in  Parliament, 
as  being  the  firft  time  they  are 
broached ;  but  I  am  convinced 
that  they  will  not  be  approved 
of  by  thofe  people  who  have  acquir¬ 
ed  experience  in  fuch  matters,  nor 
will  they  afford  fatisfadion  in  the 
end.  They  put  me  in  mind  of 
goods  expofed  for  fale  in  the  win¬ 
dows  of  our  fhops,  which  lhew  to 
great  advantage  when  artfully  and 
judicially  placed,  and  pleafe  the 

-gassing 
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gazing  paffenger ;  but  which*  on 
trial,  do  not  afford  that  degree  of 
benefit  or  fatisfa&ion  which  was 
expe&ed,  nor  at  all  anfwer  the  pur¬ 
poses  intended.  Volunteers*  raifed, 
upon  the  footing  of  thofe  we  have 
already  reaped  fome  confiderable 
advantage  from*  are  not  at  all  to 
be  looked  upon  as  a  proper  body 
of  men  to  oppofe  a  French  army. 
They  are,  I  mufl  confefs,  very 
ufeful  in  regard  to  rendering  inter¬ 
nal  fervices  to  their  country  ;  but 
we  all  know.that  they  are,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  men  who,  from  their  conftitu- 
tions,  mode  of  life,  and  refpedtive 
profeffions,  are  ill  adapted  for  the 
oppofition  ©f  an  enemy.  After 
making  the  army  as  great  as  you 
can,  then  is  the  time  to  refort  to 
Militia;  and  after  this  laft  mode 
has  been  found  prudent  and  expe¬ 
dient,  then  you  may  have  a  volun¬ 
teer  force  of  a  different  defcription, 
and  fuch  as  would  be  no  burthen  to 
the  country,  nor  be  the  means  of 
drawing  men  from  their  homes. 

I  allude  to  the  molt  efficacious  and 
fpirited  flep  of  raifing  the  country 
en  majje  ,*  and  I  think  we  ought, 
at  the  prefent  moft  alarming  crifis, 
to  be  employed  in  adopting  fuch 
means  as  may  be  neceffary  for  that 
purpofe.  By  this  mode  we  might 
be  enabled,  upon  all  neceffary  oc- 
cafions,  to  command  our  armed  pea- 
fantry.  I  am  well  aware  that  a 
force  of  this  fort  can  do  nothing 
of  itfelf;  and  I  know  that  a  regu¬ 
lar  army  may  do  without  fuch 
affiftance:  but  where  that  regular 
army  happens  not  to  be  Sufficient 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate, 
the  other  may  afford  very  great 
a»d  important  aid.” 

Mr.  /Windham  dilated  with 
great  wit  and  great  ability  on  the 
advantages  to  be  ideuved  from 


fuch  a  force,  and  refuted  many 
arguments  which  he  fuppofcd  might 
be  raifed  againft  it ;  he  infilled  that 
it  would  diffufe  a  general  know¬ 
ledge  of  ta&ics,  and  a  general 
defire  to  defend  the  country. 
Every  motive  of  a&ion,  every 
principle,  every  fear,  he  contended, 
ought  to  be  excited  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  and  every  perfon  reforted 
to  who  was  likely  to  promote 
the  general  fecurity.  Every  thing 
ought  to  be  done  that  the  mind 
can  invent  or  genius  plan.  Every 
officer  of  confideration  in  the  coun- 
try  fhould  be  called  on  to  give  his 
opinion;  not  flightly,  or  in  words, 
but  deliberately,  and  in  writing; 
and  for  fuch  opinion  he  ought  to 
be  refponfible.  A  number  of  new 
ideas  which  no  fingle  man  could 
produce,  would  thus  be  flruck  out. 

Many  other  Members  fpoke  in 
the  debate,  but  the  motion  was 
carried  without  adivifion. 

The  Bill  occafioned  confiderable 
difcuffion  in  all  the  fubfequent 
flages  of  its  progrefs.  On  the 
fecond  reading,  Mr,  Pitt  declared, 
that  he  had,  after  the  maturefl  con¬ 
fideration,  determined  to  give  his 
decided  approbation  to  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  Bill.  It  was  generally 
on  the  fame  principles  on  which 
oppofition  to  the  meafure  had 
been  founded,  that  he  felt  himfelf 
called  on  to  give  it  his  warm  fup- 
port.  He  maintained  this  opinion 
in  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  and  in 
fubfequent  flages  alfo  repelled  the 
arguments  advanced  againft  the 
meafure ;  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  never  divided  during  its  pro¬ 
grefs. 

In  the  Upper  Houfe  the  Bill 
alfo  occafioned  feveral  debates. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  confider- 
ed  fubftitiites,  who  received  money 
[X]  2  fox; 
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for  entering  into  the  Militia,  as 
on  a  footing  with  regulars,  who 
had  a  bounty  for  inditing,  and 
maintained  that  they  ought  to  be 
equally  fubjeft  to  ferve  wherever 
wanted.  Earl  Moira  repre- 
fented  the  urgent  neceffity  for 
maintaining  a  large  difpofable 
force,  as  it  would  oblige  the 
enemy  to  garrifon  his  coafl  at  all 
points,  and  thus  diftraCl  his  ope¬ 
rations.  On  the  third  reading 
the  Earl  of  Suffolk  made  fome  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  Bill,  but  it  was 
fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Clif¬ 
ton,  who  declared  he  had  no  par¬ 
ticular  predilection  for  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Minifters,  nor  any  defire 
to  over-rate  their  abilities.  He 
thought  abler  men  might  have 
been  found,  but  from  many  votes 
of  that,  and  the  other  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  on  different  parts 
of  their  conduct,  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  they  had  the  confidence 
of  Parliament,  and  it  was  clear, 
that  they  alfo  had  the  confidence 
of  their  Sovereign  ;  he  had  no 
right,  therefore,  to  conclude,  that 
they  had  not  likewife  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  country  ;  and  he  felt, 
under  thefe  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  the  moment,  that  it  was 
his  duty,  as  it  was  that  of  every 
man  who  could  do  it  with  a  fafe 
confcience,  to  afford  them  every 
fupport  and  affiftance  in  his  power. 
With  regard  to  thfc  prefect  Bill, 
he  thought  it  a  wife  and  efficient 
meafure,  and  he  approved  of  it  the 
more*  becaufe,  in  his  confcience,  he 
believed  it  to  be  the  only  practica¬ 
ble  mode  of  fuddenly  railing  a 
numerous  body  of  forces  for  the 
internal  defence  of  the  kingdom. 
He  trufled  it  would  be  found  to  be 
a  moftufeful  Bill,  and  the  cffeCl  ex¬ 
tremely  beneficial  to  the  public 


fervice.  His  Lordfhip  alfo  c<*n« 
fured,  in  ftrong  terms,  the  fenti- 
ments  of  apprehenfion,  and  even 
defpondency  which  fome  Peers  had 
expreffed.  Far  from  coinciding 
in  their  childifh  alarms,  he  would, 
for  the  fake  of  argument,  admit 
for  a  moment,  that  the  enemy 
did  effeCt  a  landing  ;  nay,  more, 
that  he  made  his  way,  in  fpite  of 
all  our  forces,  and  all  our  endea¬ 
vours  ;  that  he  reached  this  rich 
and  luxurious  metropolis,  laid  it  in 
afhes,  put  a  momentary  end  to 
trade  and  commerce,  made  bank¬ 
rupts  of  all  the  wealthy  jews,  and 
brokers  on  the  Exchange,  and  an¬ 
nihilated  the  three  per  Cents  ;  hill 
he  would  not  abandon  himfelf  to 
defpair,  and  think  the  caufe  loft. 
He  fhould,  even  then,  feel  hope, 
from  a  confcioufnefs  that  there 
remained  much  worth  fighting  for, 
and  that  the  fpirit  of  the  people 
would  it  ill  exert  itfelf,  and  with  re¬ 
newed  energy  and  undaunted  va¬ 
lour  purfue  the  foe,  till  they  drove 
him  out  of  the  country. 

j 

The  Bill  paiTed :  feparate  aCts 
were  framed  extending  fimilar 
provifions  to  Scotland  and  to  Ire¬ 
land. 

The  Secretary  at  War  ^  ^ 
next  moved  for  leave  to  j  ,  1 
bring  in  another  Bill,  to  **  '  ' 
enable  his  Majefty  more  effe&ually 
to  exercife  his  ancient  prerogative 
in  requiring  the  military  fervice 
of  his  fubjeCts.  The  ACt  already 
pafled  contained  provifions  for  en¬ 
abling  the  King  to  take  fuch  pre¬ 
liminary  meafures  for  afcertainin» 

*  O 

the  ftrength  and  refources  of  the 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  as 
were  neceffary,  with  a  view  to 
further  meafures  of  internal  de¬ 
fence.  It  likewife  provided  a 
compendious  mode  of  acquiring 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [16.5 


pofieflion  of  fuch  property,  on  the 
part  of  the  public,  as  might  be 
neceffary  ;  and  there  were  provi- 
lions  for  givinga  fummary  mode  of 
indemnifying  thofe  who  might  luf- 
fer  either  by  the  preparations,  or 
by  adual  invafion  ;  but,  upon  ma¬ 
ture  confideration  of  that  Bill, 
which  was  limilar  to  the  Bill  pdf- 
fed  laft  war,  in  the  year  179C,  it 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  go  quite 
far  enough.  It  was  particularly 
defective  in  one  point,  namely,  in 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  command 
the  affiftance  of  all  his  fubjcds  fit 
to  bear  arms,  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
pelling  the  invafion  of  a  foreign 
enemy.  This,  the  Secretary  at 
War  contended,  was  the  ancient 
and  undoubted  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  and  he  cited  a  pafiage  from 
Blackftone,  fhewing  its  derivation 
from  the  Saxon  Conftitution,  and 
feveral  ads  of  Parliament  and  ads 
of  ftate  proving  its  frequent  exercife. 

He  apprehended  he  fhould  not 
be  required  to  urge  the  necefiity 
of  fuch  a  meafure.  The  fituation 
in  which  the  country  at  prefent 
Hood  was  perfedly  known.  It 
was  threatened  by  a  moll  formida¬ 
ble  and  vindidive  enemy  ;  an  enemy 
not  only  threatening  invafion,  but 
making  preparations  for  it ;  not 
only  having  the  infolence  to 
menace  us  with  contaminating  our 
fhores,  but  with  adual  fubjedion. 
True  it  was,  our  force,  both  by 
fea  and  land,  was  powerful  ;  but 
when  he  confidered  that  the  enemy 
polfelfed  a  confiderable  portion 
of  the  continent,  and  was  every 
day  extending  his  influence  ;  when 
he  refleded  that  powers  unable  or 
unwilling  to  refill,  were  compelled 
to  grace  the  car  of  the  Firft  Con¬ 
sul,  it  was  not  enough  to  rely  on 


the  force  we  had,  great  as  it  was. 
When  he  turned  his  eyes  to  the 
continent,  and  faw  the  great  pre¬ 
parations  that  were  making;  when 
he  confidered  that  France  was 
maker  of  the  whole  coaft  of  fron¬ 
tier  from  Holllein  as  far  as  the 
fhores  of  the  Adriatic,  with  the 
exception  of  Portugal,  it  was  im- 
pofiible  to  fay  that  fhe  might  not 
poflefs  herfelf  of  the  courfe  of  all 
the  great  rivers  and  the  mofl  con¬ 
fiderable  ports  of  Europe.  Under 
thefe  circumilances  although  every 
one  mull  have  a  reliance  on  the 
Ikill  and  vigilance  of  our  navy, 
the  moll  powerful  in  the  world, 
and  capable  of  fullaining  a  conflid 
with  that  of  the  whole  world 
— a  navy  that,  perhaps,  could 
blockade  every  port  the  enemy 
had,  and  burn,  fink,  and  deftroy 
all  the  (hips  they  ventured  to  fend 
out,  yet  this  was  not  enough  ;  w re 
ought  to  have  the  means  of  over¬ 
whelming  and  exterminating  any 
expedition  that  might  be  direded 
againll  our  fhores.  Though  with 
the  army  we  had,  it  was  poffible 
to  line  the  whole  coafl  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  it  however 
could  not  be  done  in  fuch  a  way  as 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking 
a  temporary  polfeffion  of  fome 
part  of  it.  No  one  could  fuppofe* 
that,  with  our  prefent  army,  we 
could  do  any  more  than  affemble, 
the  main  body  at  fuch  points  as 
were  moll  material,  with  a 
view  to  a  general  plan  of  oppofi- 
tion,  and  the  ultimate  decifion  of 
the  contell  ;  but  the  enemy  might, 
undoubtedly,  be  able  to  throw  a 
confiderable  force  on  the  coall.  In 
cafe  of  an  adual  invafion,  the 
operations  in  the  field  would,  of 
courfe,  be  extremely  adive,  and 
[£]  3  she 
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the  conflict  fevere ;  we  therefore, 
ought  not  to  icok  to  the  flow  mode 
of  recruiting  by  ballot,  but  we 
ought  to  refort  to  the  ancient  law, 
and  to  thofe  powers  of  the  prero¬ 
gative,  by  which  the  King  could 
command  all  his  fubjedts  to  bear 
arms.  We  could  not  contemplate 
a  better  period  of  hiftory  than  the 
days  of  the  Plantagenets  and  Tu¬ 
dors.  Let  any  one  confider  thofe 
armies  which  had  been  produced 
in  the  field  by  fome  of  the  wifeft 
Princes  on  the  Throne.  Let  us 
fee  how  Queen  Elizabeth  was  fup- 
ported,  when  fhe  was  attacked  by 
the  Spanifh  Armada,  an  expedition 
not  diflimilar  to  the  prefent  one. 
How  was  that  army  which  begirt 
the  Throne  produced  ?  By  having 
recourfe  to  the  ancient  prerogative 
of  the  Crown. 

He  next  proceeded  to  develope 
the  out-lines  of  his  plan,  which  di¬ 
vided  itfelf  into  two  heads,  the 
firft  related  to  the  enrolment,  and 
affembling  the  men  when  enrolled  ; 
and  the  fecond  to  the  exercifing 
and  drilling  them.  He  propofed 
to  make  ufe,  as  much  as  pofiible, 
of  the  machinery  of  the  Militia, 
and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  powers 
entrufted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenants 
and  deputy  Lieutenants.  The 
Lieutenancy,  in  every  county, 
fhouid  meet  as  fo on  as  pofiible, 
for  the  purpofe  of  directing  an 
enrolment  of  all  the  men  in  every 
parifh,  between  the  ages  of  17  and 
The  men  comprehended  in 
the  enrolment  fhouid  be  divided 
into  four  claffes,  in  a  way  fome- 
thing  fimilar  to  that  which  took 
place  in  the  Militia.  The  firft 
would  contain  all  between  17  and 
30,  unmarried,  and  without  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  age  qf  ten  years  ;  the 


fecond  all  between  30  and  70,  who 
were  in  the  fame-predicament ;  the 
third  all  between  1 7  and  30,  who 
were  married,  and  had  no  more 
than  two  children  ;  and  the  fourth 
clafs  fhouid  include  all  the  reft. 
He  then  ftated  the  order  of  en¬ 
rolment,  rights  of  exemption,  and 
modes  of  appeal,  with  fome  fub- 
ordinate  regulations,  and  propofed 
that  thefe  forces,  when  affembled, 
fhouid  be  fubjedt  to  military  dif- 
cipline,  and  be  fent  to  any  part 
of  Great  Britain,  into  any  exift- 
ing  corps,  or  any  new  corps  that 
might  be  raifed  j  that  the  time 
of  their  fervice  fhouid  be  limited 
to  the  period  of  the  invafion,  and 
that  as  foon  as  the  enemy  v/ere  ex¬ 
terminated,  or  driven  into  the  fea, 
they  were  immediately  to  be  fet 
at  liberty  to  return  home ;  that 
upon  affembling,  every  man  fhouid 
be  entitled  to  two  guineas,  to 
furnifh  neceffaries,  and  when  their 
fervices  were  over,  and  they  were 
at  liberty  to  return  home,  one 
guinea  over  and  above  the  ufual 
fum  allowed  in  the  Militia,  fhouid 
be  paid  them.  He  fhouid  alfo  pro- 
pofe,  that  when  thefe  men  were 
fo  affembled,  they  fhouid  take  an 
oath  of  fidelity  during  their 
fervice,  which  fhouid  extend  not 
only  to  repelling  foreign  invafion, 
but  to  quelling  any  rebellion  or  in- 
furredtion. 

He  then  proceeded  to  the  mods 
of  training.  His  Majefty  was  to 
be  enabled  to  direct  the  Lord 
Lieutenants  to  make  preparations 
for  exercifing  the  young  men  of  the 
firft  clafs  once  a  week  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parifhes.  For  this  object, 
the  King  might  order  fufficient 
arms  to  be  provided.  Thefe  arms 
might  be  lodged  ip  the  churches  of 

other 
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other  convenient  places,  and 
(hould  be  kept  in  order,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  parifnes,  and  parifh 
officers  and  conftables  appointed 
for  the  cuftody  of  them.  There 
were  other  provifions  in  the  Bill 
he  intended  to  fubmit,  dire&ing 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  De¬ 
puty  Lieutenants  to  appoint  officers 
to  command  the  men,  dividing 
them,  as  much  as  poflible,  into  com¬ 
panies  of  parifhes ;  or  where  the 
parifhes  were  too  fmall,  uniting  feve- 
ral.  He  (hould  recommend  that  over 
every  120  men,  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenants  fhould  appoint  officers. 
That  every  perfon  in  the  firft  clafs 
fhould  attend  once  a  week  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  exercifed,  pro¬ 
vided  the  diftance  of  his  abode 
from  the  place  of  exercife,  did  not 
exceed  three  miles.  Perfons  omit¬ 
ting  to  attend  were  to  pay  a  fine, 
proportioned’ to  their  circumftances 
in  life,  from  five  (hillings  to  one 
(hilling,  the  fine  to  be  increafed  on 
repeated  omiffions.  There  were 
provifions  enabling  the  Deputy 
Lieutenants  and  commanding  Offi¬ 
cers  to  agree  with  out-penfioners 
to  train  the  men.  When  any  part 
of  thefe  men  were  called  out,  if 
any  young  man  was  defirous  of 
ferving  in  the  cavalry,  he  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  do  fo,  upon  his 
appearing  equipped  as  a  dragroon. 
If,  however,  there  were  volunteers 
in  a  parifh,  equal  to  half  the  amount 
of  its  population,  the  remainder, 
though  not  exempted  from  enrol¬ 
ment,  would  not  be  required  to 
ferve  perfonally.  In  fuch  an  emer¬ 
gency,  no  man  deferved  the  name 
of  an  Englifhman,  who  did  not 
inarch  out  to  meet  the  enemy  ;  he 
ought  to  be  fet  up  as  a  mark  of 
infamy ;  and  therefore,  no  corps 
fo  volunteering  fhould  refufe  to 
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march  under  their  own  officers  to 
any  part  of  Great  Britain,  where 
their  fervices  might  be  required. 
This  plan  was  to  extend  to  the 
whole  of  Great  fritain,  but  it 
could  not  be  nr  ie  applicable  to 
Ireland,  where  the  parochial  divi- 
fions  were  not  carried  to  the  fame 
perfection  as  in  England  ;  befides 
the  powers  given  for  raifing  volun¬ 
teers  had  been  carried  to  fuch  an  ex¬ 
tent,  by  the  zeal  and  courage  fo 
natural  to  the  people  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  that  the  meafure  was  not 
neceffary. 

The  Secretary  at  War  then  dif- 
played  at  great  length  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  this  meafure, 
and  in  conclufion  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Windham,  far  from  difap- 
proving  the  principle  on  which 
the  motion  proceeded,  folemnly  ac- 
cufed  the  the  Miniftry  of  a  grofs 
negleCt  of  duty  for  having,  while 
apprized  of  the  danger  of  invafion, 
fo  long  omitted  to  refort  to  this 
moft  neceffary  meafure.  He  de¬ 
cried  thofe  who  affeCted  to  believe 
that  the  invafion  would  never 
be  attempted,  reprefenting  their 
quietude  as  proceeding  from  want 
of  information,  and  producing  the 
effect  of  impairing  the  national 
energy.  What  he  afked,  were 
thofe  defer ipt ion  of  perfons  who 
fpoke  moft  confidently  on  there 
being  no  danger  from  invafion  ? 
He  found  amongft  them  many  verv 
eminent  lawyers,  many  very  or  tho¬ 
dox  divines,  many  worthy,  well- 
meaning  country  gentlemen,  many 
very  refpeCtable  merchants,  many- 
very  induftrious  agricultures,  and 
many,  very  many  beautiful  women. 
People  of  thefe  deferiptions,  favr 
nothing  in  the  leaft  alarming  in  the 
French  undertaking  a  defeent, 
[ L ]  4  whik3 
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while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
General  and  Admiral,  the  Soldier 
and  the  Sailer,  faw  nothing  but 
their  immenfe  extent  of  coaft, 
from  the  1  exel  to  the  Adriatic ; 
their  numerous  and  formidable 
armies ;  their  Ikiiful  and  enter- 
prizing  Generals  ;  and  their  num¬ 
ber  and  variety  of  modes  of  effect¬ 
ing  a  del  cent.  Put  the  queftion, 
however,  to  a  man  who  never  faw 
the  fea  but  from  fome  watering  place, 
and  never  embarked  in  any  thing 
more  than  a  bathing  machine ; 
talk  of  invafion  to  fuch  a  man, 
and  he  would  laugh  the  idea  to 
fcorn.  He  would  make  nothing 
of  fuch  a  danger,  and  would  dif- 
patch  his  30,000  invaders  as  faff 
and  as  eaftly  as  Captain  Bobadil 
would  his  twenty  men.  Let  the  fame 
queftion  be  a  Iked,  however,  to  an 
Officer  of  fcience  and  experience, 
and  he  would  tell  you  that  it  was 
much  eafier  to  fay  it  than  to  do  it. 
Thofe,  indeed,  were  competent 
judges,  and  he  believed  it  would 
be  found  that  no  perfons  derided 
enterprize  fo  much  as  thofe  who 
poffeffed  none  of  it  themfeives. 

After  dwelling  on  various  points, 
in  which  he  con  fide  red  the  means 
of  national  defence  inadequate,  and 
thofe  which  ought  to  be  reforted  to 
for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  public 
fpirit  rieglefled,  Mr.  Windham 
pointed  out  the  urgent  neceffity 
for  a  great  military  Council,  to  di¬ 
vert  the  warlike  operations  of  our 
enemies.  Such  an  inftitutioti 
might  be  formed  without  difpa- 
ragement  to  any  Officer,  however 
high,  or  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  himfelf,  of  whole  induftry, 
talents,  and  meritorious  exertions, 
no  one  entertained  a  higher  opi¬ 
nion  than  he  did.  From  the  com¬ 
bined  efforts  of  a  Ikilful  and  well 


felefted  Council,  more  might  be 
expe&ed  than  from  the  utmoft: 
exertions  of  any  individual,  how¬ 
ever  great  his  ability.  He  next 
adverted  to  the  project  of  driving 
the  country, and  the  inftruftionsfent 
on  that  fab j eft  to  the  Lords  Lieu¬ 
tenants  of  the  counties.  In  this 
he  perfectly  concurred  in  the  fenti- 
ments  expreffed  fometime  lince  by 
an  honourable  officer  (Col.'Crau- 
furd)  ;  for  although  it  might  be 
of  advantage  to  have  officers  in 
convenient  ftations  for  depots ,  and 
rules  laid  down  for  the  incident¬ 
al  uftng  of  them,  yet  he  conceived 
the  plan  propofed  to  be  utterly 
impradicable,  and  productive  of 
the  greateft  confufton,  fo  that  a 
town  might  be  trampled  by  the 
weight  of  its  own  bullocks,  and 
the  military  operations  very  much 
impeded.  The  fcheme  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  would,  in  all  probability, 
realize  Major  Sturgeon’s  deicrip- 
tion,  “  dogs  barked  in  the  rear, 
bullocks  advanced  in  the  front, 
and  threw  us  all  into  confufiou.** 
Mr.  Windham  then  deferibed,  with 
great  force  and  fervour,  the  views 
and  means  of  the  enemy,  the 
one  embracing  the  entire  de- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Britilh  community, 
the  other  comprizing  all  the  ports, 
fhores  and  rivers  of  the  continent. 
Their  objedt  was  to  drive  us 
again  like  favages  into  the  woods  ; 
and  they  would  conjure  up  for. our 
deftruftion  all  that  had  ever  been 
faid  of  Carthage.  He  did  not  ap, 
prove  of  many  regulations  in  the 
outline  of  the  Bill ;  and  he  par¬ 
ticularly  regretted  that  Govern¬ 
ment  tried  to  do  fo  much  by  com- 
pulfion  and  law,  and  endeavoured 
to  do  fo  little  by  national  energy. 

A  long  debate  enfued,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  both  Mr.  Pitt  and 
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Mr.  Fox  declared  their  perfect 
concurrence  in  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  de¬ 
clared  that  in  his  opinion  the  bed 
and  only  effectual  fcherae  of  defence 
at  this  crifis,  might  be  comprized 
in  one  meafure,  namely,  a  repeal 
of  all  the  afts  applying  to  Condi- 
tutional  topics,  which  had  been 
pafled  fince  the  acceffion  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  King,  and  then  we  might 
rationally  hope  to  roufe  the  ancient 
enthufiafm  of  the  people,  and  fur- 
nifh  them  with  real  motives  to 
fight  for  the  bleflings  of  conflitu- 
tional  freedom  and  perfonal  fecu- 
rity.  This  oracujar  effufion, 
though  uttered  early  in  the  de¬ 
bate,  was  not  noticed  by  any  one. 
The  motion  pafled  without  oppo- 
fition. 

In  the  fubfequent  ftages  of  the 
Bill,  many  alterations  were  made 
from  the  original  draft,  and  many 
Members  delivered  their  fentlments 
on  the  effeft  of  this  meafure  in  par¬ 
ticular,  and  on  the  proper  means 
to  be  adopted  for  defence  of  the 
country,  but  no  ferious  opposition 
was  attempted. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  there 
was  lefs  difference  of  opinion,  but 
Ministers  having  found  it  neceffary 
to  make  feme  further  alteration  in 
the  Bill,  during  itsprogrefs,  it  came, 
according  to  the  forms  of  Par¬ 
liament,  back  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  to  be  pafled  again  in  its 
amended  date.  On  this  oc- 
cafion,  Mr.  Windham  and 
Mr.  Sheridan  difplayed  a 
memorable  difference  in  opinion 
with  refpeft  to  the  fydern  of  de¬ 
fending  the  country  by  means  of 
volunteer  forces,  and  on  fome  other 
fubjefts. 

Mr.  V/indham  maintained  that 
the  fydern  of  volunteering  was 
pftablifliing  a  dangerous  ariflocracy 
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in  the  country,  which  would  de¬ 
feat  the  objeft  of  the  meafure. 
There  were  many  men  who  would 
be  reftrained  from  entering  into 
volunteer  corps  by  the  inability  of 
fome  to  purchafe  the  neceffary  uni¬ 
forms  ;  and  the  natural  m oddly  of 
others,  which  would  make  them 
tenacious  of  entering  into  the  fame 
corps  with  their  fuperiors  in  rank. 
The  opinion  he  entertained  of  the 
fubjeft  was  very  much  ftrengthened 
by  fome  pertinent  remarks  in 
the  public  prints ;  their  contents 
were  nor,  in  general,  of  that  def- 
cription. 

Mr.  Sheridan  ridiculed  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman’s 
farcafms  on  the  public  prints,  ob- 
ferving,  that  in  compliment  to  his 
friend,  Mr.  Cobbett,  he  probably 
preferred  the  weekly  to  the  diur¬ 
nal  publications.  He  praifed  the 
readinefs,  zeal,  and  alacrity  of  the 
volunteer  corps,  and  remarked, 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
regulars,  there  was  not  a  corps  in 
the  kingdom  on  which  the  late 
Secretary  at  War  had  not  cad  fome 
degree  of  odium.  He  approved 
of  this  Bill,  becaufe  it  encouraged 
volunteer  exertions,  and  pointed 
out  the  flation  in  which  every  man 
in  the  country  ought  toplacehimfelf. 
It  had  been  dated  by  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  Gentleman,  with  refpeft: 
to  the  General  Defence  Bill,  that 
its  objeft  ought  to  have  been  to 
march  companies  to  the  army,  and 
that  their  fird  dedination  was  to 
be  that  of  filling  up  the  regiments 
of  the  line.  He  had  fpoken  to 
gentlemen  upon  that  fubjeft,  who 
thought  that  a  nobleman,  gentle¬ 
man,  tradefman,  or  farmer,  all 
of  whom  were  liable  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Aft,  if  they  did  not 
volunteer,  would  be  very  much 
furprized  to  find  themfelves,  per¬ 
haps 
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Iiaps  in  the  courfe  of  a  month* 
in  a  regiment,  and  liable  to 
be  tied  up  to  the  halberts.  It 
was  impoffible  for  any  man  to 
make  a  companion  between  the 
volunteers  and  thofe  who  were 
drilled  on  compulfion.  Could  the 
latter  be  compared  with  thofe  pa¬ 
triotic  volunteers,  who  were  facri- 
ftcing  their  time  in  perfefting 
themfelves  in  their  exercife  t  But 
the  Ripht  Honourable  Gentleman 
hadfaid,  hediflikedthat  fuperlority 
and  fpirit  of  ariftocracy  in  towns 
and  villages,  which  it  was  the 
tendency  of  the  Bill  to  introduce. 
He  denied  that  it  would  have  any 
fuch  effeft-  The  only  effeft  of 
the  Bill  was  that  6f  allowing  per¬ 
form  to  volunteer  inftead  of  being 
compelled  to  ferve.  '  They  _  were 
XiOt  obliged  to  wear  an  uuiform. 
If  in  villages  they  voluntarily 
came  forward  without  uniform, 
they  were  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  the  General  Defence 
Bill.  He  was  fatisfied  with  the 
power  tliis  Bill  gave  his  Majefty, 
with  regard  to  the  acceptance  of 
volunteer  fervices.  We  ought  not 
to  flop  while  any  thing  was  left 
to  be  done.  We  Ihould  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  poffibility  of  the  moft 
difaftrous,  calamitous,  and  dis¬ 
graceful  events  again  occurring* 
The  Hate  of  Ireland  wasfuch,  that 
although  every  man  muft  rejoice  at 
its  prefen tfeeurity,  we  ought  not 
to  calculate  on  its  remaining  free 
from  diflurbance. 

Mr.  Windham,  in  allufion  to 
the  part  of  the  Houfe  from  whence 
the  Honourable  Gentleman  had 
fpoken  (the  Treafury  Bench)  de- 
fcribed  him  as  a  new  convert,  and 
obferved,  that  like  a  young  foldier, 
he  had  fired  his  mufket  too  fo©n. 
When  a  meafure  was  brought  for. 


ward  that  was  new,  various  in  its 
operations,  and  depending  upon  a 
thoufand  different  caufes,  the 
effefts  of  which  were  impoffible  to 
be  forefeen,  time  ought  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  difcufs  it.  This  Bill 
had  been  read  a  firfl  and  fecond 
time  the  preceding  day ;  not  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  time  was  to  be  loft  in  de¬ 
bating  it  ;  but  it  was  impoffible 
that  a  meafure  like  that  of"  arming 
the  nation  could  be  carried  on  with 
fuch  fpeed.  It  muft  proceed  with 
regularity  ;  it  was  like  the  Seven 
Ages  deferibed  by  Shakefpeare. 
The  Bill  muft  firft  be  prepared  ;  it 
muft  then  be  brought  in ;  it  had 
to  go  through  the  forms  of  the 
Houfe  ;  firft  and  fecond  readings ; 
committed ;  third  reading  ;  and 
the  fame  ftages  in  the  other  Houfe; 
itinuft  then  be  paffed,  after  which  it 
was  to  be  fent  into  the  country 
to  be  carried  into  execution.  Then 
there  followed  fuch  a  clattering, 
fuch  a  buftle,  and  tumult;  what 
with  the  various  duties  of  the 
tything  man,  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  the  Deputy  Lieutenants, 
the  whole  bufinefs  was  as  confufed 
as  a  horfe  race.  The  tything 
man  was  going  to  the  fchooi- 
mafter  to  read  the  Aft,  and  the 
fchoolmafter  to  the  juftice  to 
underftand  it.  In  fhort,  before 
this  Bill  could  produce  the  men, 
the  enemy  might  be  at  the  door. 
It  would  be  fome  time  before  we 
had  the  men  in  their  (hoes,  but  how 
long  it  would  be  before  they  be¬ 
came  foldiers,  <(  feeking  reputa¬ 
tion  in  the  cannon’s  mouth,”  he 
could  not  fay.  At  prefent  we  had 
an  army  only  on  paper,  but  he 
wifhed  for  fomething  better  than 
paper  bullets.  The  country  was 
not  to  be  defended  by  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  coming 

vapour. 
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vapouring  down  to  the  Houfe,  ex¬ 
claiming  Don’t  be  afraid  !  I  am 
the  man.  Something  like  him, 
who,  when  he  was  told  up  flairs, 
the  Houfe  was  on  fire,  faid,  What ! 
and  I  here!  After  the  Right  Hon- 
nourable  Gentleman  had  fet  the 
four  corners  of  the  world  on  fire, 
it  was  not  his  coming  down  with  his 
little  bucket,  or  thimble  full  of 
water,  that  woald  exftinguifh  the 
flame.  He  next  referred  to  the  writ¬ 
ings  and  principles  of  Mr.  Cobbett, 
on  whom  he  pronounced  a  high  pane¬ 
gyric,  Hating,  that  he  had  met 
every  bad  revolutionary  princi¬ 
ple  by  principles  of  the  mod  good, 
loyal,  and  virtuous  tendency,  and 
that  he  deferved  to  have  a  ftatue  of 
gold  erected  to  his  honour.  As 
to  the  mode  of  carrying  the  Bill 
into  execution,  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  if  Miriifters  combined  the 
higher  orders,  and  left  the  lower 
orders  to  thernfelves,  they  would 
put  the  defence  of  the  kingdom 
upon  a  bad  footing.  He  defired 
to  know  how  the  volunteers  were 
to  be  combined.  Was  it  to  be 
a  mixture  of  the  old  and  the 
young,  the  robuft  and  the  weak, 
the  hufband  and  man  of  family, 
and  the  fmgle  man,  the  enervated 
with  the  ftrong  ?  If  this  was  to 
be  the  fyftem,  the  volunteer  corps 
would  be  merely  places  of  refuge 
from  that  fervice  which  the  prero¬ 
gative  of  the  King  might  call  upon 
every  man  for.  It  was  providing 
a  place  of  retreat  for  thofe  who 
wifned  to  avoid  fervice. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied  to  thefe 
obfervations  in  terms  of  fpirited 
farcafm,  and  after  anfweringfeveral 
of  Mr.  Windham’s  arguments  on 
the  xneafures  before  the  Houfe, 
referred  to  what  he  defcribed  as 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman’s 


filly  panegyric  upon  Mr.  Cobbett, 
and  the  ere&ion  of  a  ftatue  of  gold 
to  his  honour.  The  Right  Hon- 
nourable  Gentleman,  he  faid, 
feemed  to  mutter  at  this ;  nay,  he 
groaned  ;  he  was  glad  to  hear  him 
groan.  However  he  hoped,  he 
would  go  on  with  his  ftatue  of 
gold,  and  make  it  a  coloflal  ftatue  ; 
but  he  advifed  him  not  to  folicit 
fubfcriptions  at  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change  ;  it  was  not  likely  he 
would  be  very  fuccefsful  there,  for, 
he  believed,  in  one  of  that  Gentle¬ 
man’s  papers,  he  had  obferved, 
that  the  flocks  could  not  exift  if 
the  monarchy  exifted.  It  was 
not  very  probable  .that  the  writer 
of  fuch  a  fentiment  would  be  very 
popular  in  that  wealthy  city,  where 
alone  any  fubfcription  could  be 
raifed  with  effect. 

Mr.  Archdall  warmly  eenfured 
Mr.  Windham  for  his  panegyric 
on  Cobbett,  and  referring  to  the 
flatements  of  that  journalift  re- 
fpe  fling  Ireland,  afked,  if  for  them 
he  ought  to  have  a  ftatue  of  gold. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  alfo  reprobated  the  courfe  of 
oppofition  purfued  by  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham.  There  was  not,  he  faid, 
one  mode  of  defence  of  which  he 
had  not  fpoken  of  with  contempt, 
except  the  regular  army.  Fortu¬ 
nately  his  authorty  was  not  equal 
t©  his  zeal,  or  his  obfervations 
might  do  confiderable  harm.  Of 
the  Militia  and  Volunteer  Corps,  he 
had  fpoken  in  a  manner  that  had 
excited  difguft,  and  had  produced 
inquiries  refpefling  the  conduct  of 
the  Militia  in  Ireland,  the  refult 
o&»which  had  been  moft  fatisfaC- 
tory.  He  never  would  ceafe  to 
be  of  opinion  that  the  Right  Hon* 
nourable  Gentleman  had,  through¬ 
out  the  whole  period  that  had 
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elapfed  fince  the  prefenting  his 
Majefty’s  MelTage  on  the  8th  of 
March,  done  every  thing  that 
was  calculated  to  difpirit  and  dif- 
may  the  people,  and  to  add  to 
the  hopes  of  the  enemy.  The 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
himfelf  muft  have  read  with  morti¬ 
fication,  that  importance  was  at¬ 
tached  to  his  opinions  by  the 
French  Journalifts,  and  that  they 
were  fources  of  exultation  to  them, 
as  they  were  of  regret  to  ninety-nine 
out  of  a  hundred  in  this  country. 
If  he  had  moved  an  Addrefs  to  dif- 
inifs  his  Majefty’s  Minifiers,  he 
could  only  have  faid,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  eleven  weeks,  they  had 
laid  the  foundation  for  the  large  ft 
force  that  ever  exifted.  If,  not- 
withftanding  their  efforts,  and  they 
had  not  been  wanting,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  they  were  unworthy 
the  confidence  of  the  King,  let 
him  claim  the  opinion  of  the 
Houfe  ;  but  it  was  not  confiftent 
with  his  public  duty  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  endeavouring  to  weaken 
the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  to¬ 
wards  thofe  in  whom  his  Majefty 
placed  confidence. 

Separate  ACls  provided  for  the 
railing  a  military  force  in  the  city 
of  London,  in  Scotland,  and  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  provifion  was  alfo  made 
for  the  cloathing  and  equipment 
both  of  the  accuftomed  troops  and 
fuch  of  the  new  levies  as  Hood  in 
need  of  fupplies. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  Sefiion  too, 
an  alteration  was  made  in  the  law 
for  puniftiing  mutiny  and  defer- 
tion.  Formerly  deferters  might 
be  ordered  on  foreign  fervice,  for 
life,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  Court 
Martial  before  which  they  were 
tried  ;  but  by  the  new  Aft,  they 
might  be  tranfported  as  felons, 


for  life,  or  for  a  (horter  term,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  Majefty's  pleafure. 

As  connected  with  the  interefis 
and  welfare  of  the  navy,  on  which 
the  fafety  of  the  nation  fo  material¬ 
ly  depends,  it  may  be  proper  in 
this  place  to  mention,  that  at  an 
early  period  of  the  Sefiion,  Captain 
Markham  introduced  a  proportion 
for  correcting  certain  abufes  which 
were  known  to  prevail  in  fome 
departments  of  that  fervice.  The 
late  adminiftration,  he  faid,  had 
inftituted  an  inquiry  into  thefe 
abufes,  and  many  reports,  ably 
drawn  up,  had  been  prefented  ;  but 
their  time  and  attention  were  fo 
engroffed  by  the  preffure  of  the  im¬ 
portant  bufinefs  which  they  had  to 
tranfaCl  during  the  courfe  of  a  long 
and  labourious  conteft,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  them  to  find  leifure  to 
purfue,  as  they  wifhed  to  do,  a 
fftyem  of  correction.  The  Bill 
he  fhould  bring  in,  would  proceed 
on  the  fame  principle  as  that  which 
they  had  then  in  contemplation  ; 
it  was  printed  by  the  feleCf  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Finance,  and  it  would 
have  in  view  the  naval  department 
only,  which,  however,  it  was  the 
objeCI  of  the  Bill  to  examine 
from  top  to  bottom.  What 
were  the  motives  which  now 
induced  the  Admiralty  to  bring 
forward  this  meafure,  it  was  not 
neceffary  for  him,  perhaps  it  were 
improper,  to  detail.  He  could 
fafely  fay , however, that  its  great  and 
only  objeCI  was  the  public  utility. 
The  inveftigation  of  fo  complex  a 
matter  involved  a  long  and  labo¬ 
rious  enquiry,  which  the  Admiral¬ 
ty  had  not  fufficient  leifure  time  to 
embark  in.  Befides,  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  did  not  poffefs  the  ne¬ 
ceffary  powers  for  profecuting  fuch 
an  enquiry  with  effeCf,  as  they 
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could  not  examine  witneffes  upon 
oath,  or  call  for  papers  and  records 
which  might  be  indifpenfable  for 
a  full  and  fatisfadory  inquiry  into 
the  fuhjed.  This  objed  could 
be  adequately  attained  only  by 
the  appointment  of  a  commiiTion 
named  by  Parliament,  and  veiled 
with  all  the  requilite  powers  for 
bringing  to  light  the  irregularities 
and  abufes  complained  ot,  and  for 
deviling  the  molt  effedual  means 
of  correding  and  preventing  them 
in  future.  This  Bill  was  oppofed 
by  Lord  Temple,  and  fome  other 
Members,  as  unneceffary,  becaufe 
the  navy  board  always  had  furfici- 
ent  authority  for  the  required  pur- 
pofe,  and  as  veiling  in  the  com- 
miHioners  an  undue  and  unconftitu- 
tional  authority ;  his  Lordlhip 
laid  no  fuch  powers  had  been  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  given,  fmce  the 
days  of  the  Star  Chamber.  The 
Chancellor  of  Exchequer  anfwered 
thefe  affertions  by  Shewing  that 
powers  of  greater  extent  had  been 
conferred  by  the  Ad  of  1785,  and 
the  Bill  palPed. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  vigoroully  attacked 
by  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  fome 
other  peers ;  the  Lord  Chancellor 
exprelfed  his  jealoully  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  powers  confided  to  the 
Commiflioners,  and,  at  his  fug- 
gellion,  amendments  were  intro¬ 
duced,  faving  to  the  fubjed  the 
right  of  refufing  to  anfwer  quef- 
tions,  when  his  anfwers  might 
tend  to  criminate  himfelf.  His 


Lordlhip,  although  aware  that 
Parliament  had,  in  cafes  of  ag¬ 
gravated  abufe,  gone  beyond  this 
Bill,  and  in  cafe  of  the  South 
Sea  bufinefs,  thought  it  neceffary 
to  compel  the  parties  interrogated 
to  confefs  their  guilt,  ftill  contend¬ 
ed  that  in  the  cafe  of  the  prefent 
Bill,  which  was  not  intended  to 
operate  as  a  Bill  of  punilhment,  but 
merely  as  one  of  inquiry,  there 
was  no  occafion  for  departing  from 
the  facred  principles  of  the  com' 
mon  Law  of  England. 

Lord  Ellenborough  faid,  he 
thankfully  received  the  Noble 
Lord’s  claufe,  becaufe  he  agreed 
completely  with  him  as  to  the 
propriety  of  its  adoption  in  the 
prefent  inftance  ;  but  he  trolled 
Parliament  would  never  think  it- 
felf  warranted  to  part  with,  the 
right,  in  fiagrant  abufes,  of  com¬ 
pelling  the  offender  to  reveal  the 
guilty  fecret  that  lay  lurking  in 
the  wretch’s  bofom  ;  the  enormous 
frauds  which  had  come  to  his 
knowledge,  v/hile  he  held  the 
office  of  Attorney  General,  made 
him  feel  it  neceffary  to  make  that 
declaration.  s 

The  Commiflioners  named  in 
the  A  61  were,  Sir  Charles  Maurice 
Pole,  Hugh  Leyceller,  Ewan  Law, 
John  Ford  and  Henry  Nicholls, 
Efqrs.  *  Before  the  end  of  the 
Sellion  they  were  called  on  for  Re¬ 
ports,  and  prefented  fome  which 
save  considerable  information  and 
much  fatisfaclion. 


CHAP.  XII. 

Meafures  of  Finance  ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brings  forward  a 
Flan  for  confolidatmg  various  Duties  in  the  C  ufoms ;  Flats  for  completely 
eftablijhing  the  Bonding  and  IVarehouJing  Syfcm ;  Aids  for  confdidat _ 
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ing  the  Duties  of  Excife ,  Stamps,  and  the  affeffed  taxes  ;  Details  refpefting 
the  Excije  ;  the  ajfejfed  taxes;  and  the  Stamps .  Budget;  obfervations  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  tax  on  property;  Difcufftons  on  that 
fubjeft  ;  obfervations  of  Mr.  William  Smith  ;  and  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  the  Bill  much 
altered ;  objections  made  a  gain f  it  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  ;  who  proftfes  an 
amendment  ;  which  is  rejected.  Finance  of  Ireland  ;  attempt  to  perpetuate 
the  temporary  taxes  ;  ret  rafted  /  the  Bank  of  Ireland  prohibited  from  pay . 
ing  in  Cajh ;  Iri/h  budget;  reafons  for  not  laying  a  property  tax  on 
Ireland. 


THE  meafures  of  finance  adopt¬ 
ed  during  this  Seffion  were 
numerous  and  of  confiderable  im¬ 
portance  ;  fome  being  calculated 
to  meet  temporary  exigencies ; 
others  to  improve  the  eftabliftied 
revenue,  and  facilitate  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  it. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  Seflion, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  forward  a  plan  for  confoli- 
dating  the  duties  in  various  de¬ 
partments  of  the  revenue,  and, 
after  confiderable  time 
fluent  in  maturing  the 
plan,  he  ftated  the  nature  of  the 
proportion  he  meant  to  fubmit. 
His  object  was,  to  fimplify,  con- 
folidate,  and  amend  the  mode  of 
colleding  the  revenue  arifmg  from 
Cullom  Houfe  duties,  and  he  w idl¬ 
ed  it  to  be  clearly  underftood  that 
this  was  only  a  part  of  a  general 
fyflem  for  confolidating,  fi amplify¬ 
ing  and  amending  the  mode  of  col¬ 
lecting  every  branch  of  the  public 
revenue;  for  removing  obstacles 
which  embarraffed  its  regular  and 
eafy  collection  at  prefen t ;  for  lay¬ 
ing  down  fuch  clear  and  precife 
regulations,  as  would  be  equally 
ufeful  to  thofe  colleding  the  re¬ 
venue,  and  convenient  to  thofe  by 
whom  it  was  paid.  In  1787,  all 
the  revenue  ads,  from  the  timexof 
William,  were  confolidated,  and 
particular  taxes  appropriated  to 


the  payment  of  the  intereds  of 
loans  contraded  in  different  years ; 
at  this  time  the  whole  revenue  fo 
confolidated  and  appropriated  re¬ 
ceived  the  defignation  of  the  con¬ 
folidated  Fund.  To  this  Fund  the 
public  creditor  looked  for  his 
fecurity,  and  after  his  claims  were 
provided  for,  the  furplus  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  other  parts  of  the  public 
fervice.  With  the  advantage  of 
the  example  of  that  wife  meafure, 
it  only  remained  for  him  to  form 
the  propodtion  he  was  about  to 
fubmit,  on  the  fame  principle.  Its 
objed  was  to  confolidate  all  the 
duties  raifed  under  170  Ads. 
When  confolidated  the  fradional 
parts  were  to  be  raifed  to  inte¬ 
gral  fums  in  fome  cafes,  and  dimi- 
nifhed  to  integral  fums  in  others. 
In  the  book  of  rates  it  was  intend¬ 
ed  that  confiderable  alterations 
fhould  take  place.  Some  duties, 
which  were  at  prefent  levied  ad 
valorem ,  were,  by  the  new  fchedule,# 
to  be  levied  at  a  precife  rate; 
others,  which  were  now  rated, 
were  henceforth  to  be  ad  valorem . 
It  was  alfo  intended,  that  with 
the  view  of  fecuring  the  regular 
payment  of  intereft,  certain  articles 
which  were  at  prefent  duty  free, 
{hould  be  fubmitted  to  a  duty  of 
Very  inconfiderable  preffure.  He 
then  entered  into  fome  of  the  details 
of  his  plan,  referring  for  more  ex- 
ad  particulars  to  a  fchedule  which 

would 


9 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [375 


would  be  added  to  the  Bill,  for 
the  preparation  of  which  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  high  obligations 
to  Mr.  Fruin.  As  the  principle 
of  this  meafure  was  evidently  wife 
and  beneficial,  no  ferious  oppofi. 
tion  was  made,  and  as  the  pafiing 
of  the  Bill  was  fufficiently  flow, 
it  received  fuch  corrections  in  the 
Committee,  as  the  various  fubjeCls, 
and  the  intereff  of  individuals 
feemed  to  require. 

n  T  While  this  meafure 

1  Jjne*  was  pending,  the  Minis¬ 
ter  announced  his  intention  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  commercial  world  from 
the  heavy  difburfement  of  duties 
by  having  recourfe  to  the  fy deni 
of  bonding  and  warehoufmg,  a 
fyftem  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
had  been  prevented  by  mere  force 
of  faCtion  from  carrying  into  efFeCl, 
and  the  utility  of  which  had  been 
acknowledged  ever  fmce  his  days, 
although  it  had,  as  yet,  only  par¬ 
tially  been  brought  into  praCtice. 
In  anfwer  to  fome  obfervations 
of  General  Gafcoyne,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  dated,  that 
it  had  been  thought  expedient  to 
call  upon  the  Houfe  to  afcertain 
what  the  particular  duty  upon  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports  fhould  be  fixed 
at,  previous  to  making  any  regu¬ 
lations  with  regard  to  warehoufir-g, 
and  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  that  effeCf,  when¬ 
ever  the  prefent  owe  fhould  have 
received  the  Royal  afient.  On 
this  fubjeCf,  he  (aid  confiderable 
pains  had  been  taken,  in  order 
to  diffufe  through  every  part  of 
the  country  a  knowledge  of  the 

fydem,  fo  far  as  it  was  now  before 
•  * 

the  Houfe.  With  refpeCI  to  the 
other  part,  it  was  intended  that 
■no  duty  fhould  be  charged  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  importation  of  arth 


cles,  but  they  were  to  be  warehou- 
fed  and  bonded,  both  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  merchants  themfelves, 
and  of  the  revenue.  It  was  only 
when  the  goods  were  taken  out 
for  confumption,  that  the  duty 
was  to  become  chargeable.  But 
in  order  to  prevent  any  injury 
which  might  otherwise  arife  from 
this  regulation,  to  the  peculiar 
branches  of  trade  already  eftabliih- 
ed  in  particular  parts,  it  was  intend¬ 
ed,  that  before  any  confiderable 
quantity  of  a  particular  commodity 
was  allowed  to  be  warehoufed  and 
bonded  in  any  particular  port, 
proofs  mull  be  nr  ft  afforded,  that 
fuch  port  had  for  fome  time  pre¬ 
viously  been  in  the  habit  of  im¬ 
porting  and  trading  in  fuch  com¬ 
modity.  It  would  alfo  be  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  mere  proofs  of  fuch 
ports  being  furniilied  with  ware- 
houfes,  although  fubmitted  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafury,  fhould  not 
be  fufficient  to  permit  their  lord- 
fhips  to  grant  commiffions  for  the 
warehoufing  of  goods,  without 
reforting  to  Parliament,  The  ap¬ 
plication,  it  was  intended,  fhouki 
be  firft  fubmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Cufloms  and  Excife,  and  after¬ 
ward  to  the  Board  of  Trade;  and 
if  the  conditions  required  by  Par¬ 
liament  did  a&uaily  exift,  the 
Commiflioners  fhould  then  be  em¬ 
powered,  by  the  authority  of  Par¬ 
liament,  to  bond  the  goods.  This 
Bill  did  not  pafs  during  the  pre¬ 
fent  Sefiion. 

In  purfuance  of  the  plan  announ¬ 
ced,  Bills  were  brought  in  and 
pafTeds  for  confolidating  the  duties 
of  Excife  ;  the  Stamp  duties,  and 
the  affeffcd  taxes.  On  the  con- 
folidation  of  the  Excife,  the  Mi- 
nifter  obferved  that  it  was  not  in¬ 
tended  fo  much  to  increafe  th« 

revenue 
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revenue,  as  to  Amplify  and  facili¬ 
tate  its  collection,  and  thereby  ex¬ 
pedite  the  bufmefs  of  the  trader. 
There  was  no  branch  of  the  re¬ 
venue  fo  complicated  in  its  nature, 
or  to  which  fo  many  regulations 
were  directed,  as  to  that  of  the 
Excife  duties,  or  relatively  to 
which  fo  many  Ads  of  Parliament 
bad  from  time  to  time  paffed. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  its  de¬ 
tails,  regulation  had  fo  accumula¬ 
ted  upon  regulation,  and  Ad  of 
Parliament  upon  Ad  of  Parliament, 
that  there  was  fcarcely  an  officer, 
in  the  colledion  of  this  branch  of 
the  revenue,  competently  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  extent  and  corred 
limits  of  his  duty.  The  bufmefs 
of  Amplifying  a  fyftemfo  complex, 
bad  long  been  a  dejideraium  anxiouf- 
iy  wifhed  for;  but  the  talk  was 
thought  fo  difficult,  as  to  be  deem¬ 
ed  hopelefs.  Fortunately,  how¬ 
ever,  two  Gentlemen  were  found 
in  the  revenue  department,  whofe 
talents,  perfeverance,  and  indefati¬ 
gable  induftry,  proved  competent 
to  the  talk ;  they  were  Mr.  Burton, 
of  the  Excife  department,  and 
Mr.  Jackfon.  Although  no  con- 
fiderable  augmentation  of  revenue 
was  intended,  the  principal  change 
would  be  in  raifing  the  duty, 
where  it  made  a  fradion,  to  the 
next  integral  fum  above  it.  1  here 
were,  however,  fome  principal 
points  on  which  material  altera¬ 
tions  were  intended.  And  Aril, 
with  regard  to  the  breweries ;  it 
was  intended  to  place  the  country 
brewer,  as  much  as  poffible,  on 
a  footing  with  the  town  brewer, 
by  making  his  allowances  the  lame  ; 
and  to  impofe  duty  on  what  is  called 
table  drink.  In  other  branches, 
it  was  intended  to  reduce  the  duty 
©n  cocoa-nuts  and  coffise,  coming 


from  Britifh  territories  abroad,  and 
give  them  a  preference  (on  the 
fame  principle  as  that  adopted  lad: 
year  upon  fugar)  over  all  fuch  ar¬ 
ticles  coming  from  other  parts  of 
the  world;  to  raife  the  duty  on 
cyder  and  perry  from  18s.  6d.  to 
2GS,  ;  to  impofe  a  duty  on  mead, 
manufadured  for  fale,  the  fame 
as  on  Britifh  wines  ;  and  ta  grant 
a  duty  of  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  fait 
in  Scotland,  in  order  to  countervail 
the  advantage  of  fait  proviAons 
coming  from  that  country. 

On  the  afieffed  taxes,  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington  obferved,  that  under  the 
ex  tiling  fyfiem,  many  errors  had 
obtained,  as  well  with  the  affeffors 
of  thofe  taxes,  as  with  thofe  who 
paid  them,  to  the  great  inconveni¬ 
ence  of  both.  Many,  without 
fufpicion  of  intentional  fraud,  had 
through  error,  made  falfe  returns 
which  fubjeded  them  to  penalties; 
and  again,  many  whofe  duty  it  was 
to  a  fiefs  the  taxes  had  erred  in  their 
confirudion  of  the  laws,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  extremely  vexatious  to  thofe  on 
whom  the  affeffments  fell.  The 
leading  purpofe  of  the  prefent  Bill, 
therefore,  was,  to  render  the  mean¬ 
ing  and  objed  of  the  afieffed  tax 
laws  as  clear,  dillind,  and  unam¬ 
biguous  as  poffible  ;  fo  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  error  or  mifconftruc- 
tion,  either  with  the  affeffor  or 
with  the  afieffed.  As  thepropofed 
regulations  had  the  advantage  of 
being  revifed  by  the  Judges  (whofe 
experience  was  extenfive  in  the 
many  decifions  which  had  taken 
place  under  their  jurifdidion  upon 
the  tax  ads)  they  would  now,  pro¬ 
perly,  become  part  of:  he  ,  law  of 
the  land.  Befide  the  confolida- 
tion  of  the  feveral  duties,  the  Ad 
was  intended  to  include  fome  modi- 
-A cations  chiefly  calculated  to  pre¬ 
vent 
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\ent  evafion,  as  by  regulating  the 
fixe  of  windows,  and  fixing  the  pro¬ 
per  duty  on  thofe  who  employed 
certain  fervants  not  permanently, 
but  occafionally.  A  tax  was  alfo 
propofed  on  race  hordes,  of  two 
guineas  per  annum,  over  and  above 
the  faddie  horfe  duty  ;  and  in  the 
duty  on  carriages,  there  was  a 
fair  ground  of  increafe,  as  many 
gentlemen  in  facl  paid  but  for  one 
carriage  and  fet  of  wheels,  yet  it 
was  known  that  they  had  feveral 
bodies  to  the  fame  carriage ;  as 
for  indance,  barouches,  foeiables, 
landaus,  &c.  Now  as  it  was  fair, 
that  in  a  tax  avowedly  impofed 
on  luxuries,  the  rich  fhould  pay 
for  the  additional  comforts  they 
enjoyed,  he  would  propofe  one 
half  the  duty  on  the  original  ' car¬ 
riage  to  be  paid  for  each  additional 
body  occafionally  attached  to  it. 
The  next  alteration  the  Bill  pro¬ 
pofed,  was  one  guinea  annually 
to  be  charged  upon  every  rider, 
or  travelling  clerk,  book-keeper, 
warehoufeman,  or  fhopman,  em¬ 
ployed  by  perfons  in  trade;  a  re¬ 
gulation  which  would  tend  to 
create  a  preference  for  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  females. 

Each  of  thefe  meafures  occafion- 
ed  fome  debates,  and  received  fome 
modifications,  but  the  confolida- 
tion  of  the  damp  duties  wasefre&ed 
with  lefs  difficulty.  1  ts  objeft  was 
dated  by  the  Minider  to  be  a  mere 
confolidation,  without  any  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  amount.  A  new  fche- 
dule  would  be  confi  rufted,  bv  which 
the  trouble  of  the  officers  would 
be  diminifhed,  at  lead:  two-thirds, 
and  the  collection  of  the  duties, 
of  courfe,  greatly  facilitated.  The 
only  new  regulation  which  required 
notice,  was  one  relative  to  the 
employment  of  improper  ftamps. 
Vet,  XLV,  or  Vol.  ITT,  New 


Great  inconvenience  had  arifen  to 
many  perfons,  from  ufing  therri 
inadvertently.  Where  the  damp 
was  inferior  in  value  to  that  which 
ought  to  have  been  ufed,  it  was 
his  intention  that  the  inftrument 
fhould  in  all  cafes,  remain  illegal ; 
but  where  the  damp  was  of  equal 
value,  though  not  applicable  to 
the  deed,  it  was  evident  that  there 
could  be  no  intention  to  defraud, 
and  fome  relief  feemed  due  to  the 
parties.  Such  a  damp  fhould 
therefore  be  made  legal  on  paying 
a  double  duty.  A  contract  having 
an  improper  damp,  though  not  in~ 
ferior  in  value  to  the  right  one, 
was  not  to  be  confidered  valid, 
but  might  be  rendered  fo.  When 
this  meafure  was  completed,  the 
Houfe  would  have  the  confolation 
to  reded,  that  in  the  courfe  of  one 
Selfion  four  great  branches  of  the 
public  revenue  had  been  greatly 
improved  by  the  adoption  of  a 
fyftem  of  confolidation.  It  was 
true  that  the  prefent  meafpre  in¬ 
volved  only  a  detached  part  of 
the  damp  duties,  but  it  would  lay 
a  foundation  for  the  confolidation 
of  the  whole. 

The  general  view  of  ,  T 
the  ex  pences  of  the  Iu  JLlne* 
year,  with  the  means  of  meeting 
them,  or  what  is  generally  called 
the  Budget,  was  laid  before  the 
Houle  of  Commons  by  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer;  who,  in 
his  fpeech  reminded  Parliament  of 
the  unanimous  refolution  by  which 
they  had  engaged  to  fupport  his 
Majedy  in  the  profecution  of  the 
war,  againd  an  enemy  who  had 
profeded  his  hope  of  being  able 
to  wear  us  out  by  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  expence  in  the  profecution 
of  the  contcd.  After  a  few  more 
obfervations  he  proceeded  to  a 
Series,  £A7]  date* 
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ftatement  of  which  th©  following 
were  the  heads. 

SUPPLY® 

Navy  (inclufive  of 
Ordnance  for  Sea 
Service  -  10,02  r,oo© 

Army  -  8,721,849 

Army  Extraordina¬ 
ries,  to  be  voted  on 
a  future  day  -  -  2,000,000 

Extraordinaries  of  the 

preceding  year  -  1,032,151 

Ordnance  ...  1,280,000 

Vote  of  Credit  -  -  2,000,000 

Corn  Bounties  -  -  524,000 

Mifcellaneous  Services  1,300,000 

Total  26,879,000 

Joint  Charges  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

SEPARATE  CHARGES  FOR  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

Deficiency  of  Malt  118,842 

Deficiency  of  Ways 

and  Means  lafh  year  171,431 

We  had  alfo  to  pay 
under  the  provifions 
of  a  treaty  between 
us  and  the  United 
States  of  America, 
entered  into  in  the 
year  1794  -  -  330,000 

And  it  would  appear 
by  the  accounts  on 
the  table,  that  there 
was  an  engagement 
fubfifting  between 
Government  and  the 
Eaft  India  Compa¬ 
ny,  in  confequence 
of  expeditions  car¬ 
ried  on  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  on  which 
there  was  a  con¬ 
siderable  balance. 


for  which  he  propo- 
fed  to  vote  -  -  1,000,000 

Exchequer  Bills  alrea- 
dyvoted  -  2,781,000 

Intereft  on  ditto  -  920,000 

Remains  of  Exchequer 
Bills  of  1798,  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  Bank  1,500,000 

Total  feparate  charge  c  Q  , 
of  Great  Britain  6’82,’679 


Total  of  the  Supplies  33,730,679 
Two  feven- 
teenths  for 

Ireland  -  3,162,235 
Additional 
for  Civil 

Lift,  &c.  170,224 

For  Ireland,  -  .  3,332,439 

Leaving  on  account  of 
England  for  Supply,  30,398,220 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  means  of  providing  this 
fum  will,  he  faid,  confift  of  three 
parts.  The  taxes  voted  annually 
— the  growing  produce  of  the 
Confolidated  Fund,  and  iftiie  of 
Exchequer  Bills;  and  laftly,  an 
augmentation  of  the  duties  of 
Excife  and  Cuftoms  and  a  feparate 
tax  on  Property.  The  laft  I  wifti 
to  be  confidered  folely  as  a  refource 
applicable  to  the  war.  The  Ways 
and  Means  then  will  be  as  follows :  -- 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Land  and  Malt  voted 

annually.-  ,  -  2,750,000 

Exchequer  Bills — Al¬ 
though  authority 
has  been  given  by 
Parliament  for  an 
iftueof  four  millions, 
take  only  -  «  3,000,000 

,  Sur- 


\ 


/ 
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Surplus  of  the  Confo- 

lidated  Fund  -  -  6,500 

Before  Ch rift  mas  I 
ventured  to  calcu¬ 
late  upon  this  fum 
as  the  produce  of 
the  Confolidated 
Fund.  That  cal¬ 
culation  was  form¬ 
ed  upon  the  efti- 
mate  and  returns, 
as  far  as  then  af- 
certained,  of  the 
taxes  laid  in  1 802, 
and  it  is  fully  juf- 
tified  by  the  ac¬ 
counts  now  upon 
the  table.  This, 
however,  is  not 
the  proper  time  to 
enter  into  a  dif- 

'  cuffion  of  the  cor- 
redlnefs  of  the  efti- 
mate,  becaufe  I  do 
not  now  alk  the 
Committee  for  a 
vote  upon  the  fub- 
jedt.  I  merely  fub- 
mit  the  ftatement 
as  part  of  the  means 
for  raifing  the  re- 
fources  of  the  year. 

When  it  comes  to 
be  voted  it  may  be 
inquired  how  far 
the  amount  is  like¬ 
ly  to  accord  with 
the  eftimate. 

It  is  propofed  to  li¬ 
quidate  certain  ad¬ 
vances  made  by 
the  Bank  by  an  if- 
fue  of  Exchequer 
Bills,  which,  it  is 
hoped,  that  the 
Bank,  with  that 
fpirit  of  accommo¬ 
dation  to  the  public 
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fervice  which  they 
difplayed  laft  war, 
will  from  the  fame 
motive,  be  now  in¬ 
clined  to  accept. 

The  Debt  due  to 
the  Bank  on  this 
head  would  there¬ 
fore  be  paid  by 
an  iflue  of  Exche¬ 
quer  Bills,  on  aids 
of  1 804,  to  that  ex¬ 
tent  -  1,500,000 

Money  in  Treafury, 
refidue  of  Bounties 
on  Hemp,  Sec.  -  37*782 

Lottery  -  400,000 

I  now  come  to  the  Ways  and 
Means  by  which  I  propofe  to  raife 
the  amount  of  the  fum  which  I 
have  ftated  to  be  neceffary  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year.  The  three 
great  objefts  to  which  I  look  as 
the  fources  of  this  revenue  are  the 
Excife  and  Cuftom  Duties,  on 
which  I  intend  to  fubmit  to  the 
Committee  a  large  augmentation  ; 
and  a  tax  upon  property.  If  it 
fhould  be  the  pleafure  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  agree  with  me  as  to  the 
propriety,  I  wifh  it  to  be  diftinftly 
underftood  that  I  confide r  thefe 
duties  as  applicable  to  war  only, 
and  I  intend  to  propofe  that  they 
fhould  ceafe  within  a  certain  period, 
probably  fix  months  after  the  res¬ 
toration  of  peace. 

customs. 

Imports, — An  in- 
creafed  Duty  on 
Sugar  imported,  of 
20  per  cent,  on  the 
duty  now  paid ;  and 
-  an  increafed  duty 
of  1 2\  per  cent,  on 
the  duty  now  paid, 

[M]  z  oa 
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on  other  goods  irn- 
ported;  with  the 
exception  of  Cotton, 
Wool,  Tea,  and 
Wine  - 

Exports. — On  all 

Articles  exported  to 
any  part  of  Europe, 
a  duty  of  i  percent. 
ad  valorem)  and,  to 
any  other  part  of 
the  world,  a  duty  of 
3  per  cent,  ad  valo¬ 
rem  - 

On  Cotton-Wool  ex¬ 
ported  i  penny  in 
the  lb 

Tonnage. —  An  additi¬ 
onal  Duty  on  Ton¬ 
nage  - 


1,300,000 


460,000 


250,000 


150,000 


2,160,000 

Dedudl  increafe  of 

drawbacks  -  -  160,000 


Produce  of  Cuftoms  •  2,000,000 


Property  tax. 

A  Tax  of  1  Shilling 
in  the  Pound,  on 
the  aftual  rent  of 
all  Land  in  Eng¬ 
land,  to  be  paid  by 
the  Land  Owner, 
and  9d.  in  the  Pound 
to  be  paid  by  the 
Tenant.  In  Scot¬ 
land,  the  Tenant 
to  pay  only  6d.  in 
the  Pound.  Eefides 
this  a  tax  of  5  per 
cent,  on  the  net  pro¬ 
duce  of  all  Trades 
and  Profefiions ;  and 
alfo  of  5  per  cent, 
upon  the  dividends 
due  on  the  public 
funds,  except  upon 
fuch  dividends  as 
arc  due  to  Foreign¬ 
ers  redding  out  of 
this  country  -  4,500,000 


Excise.  1 
Tea. — An  additional 
1 5  per  cent,  ad  valo¬ 
rem  on  the  lower 
forts,  and  45  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on 
the  higher*  -  -  1,500,000 

Wine  .-—An  add  i  t  ion  a  1 
duty  of  £Yo  per 
Pipe  -  -  500,000 

Spirits. — 50  per  cent, 
on  the  prefen t  duty 
on  all  Foreign  and 
Britifh  Spirits  -  1,500,000 

Malt.  —  Additional 
Duty  of  two  Shil¬ 
lings  a  bufhel  -  2,500,000 

6,000,000 


With  regard,  he  faid,  to  that 
fpecies  of  property  arifing  from 
Government  Securities,  I  know 
perfectly  well  the  delicacy  which 
has  always  been  felt  upon  this 
fubjeft,  but  I  am  fure  that  it  will 
not  be  expe&ed,  at  the  prefen t 
time,  that  that  kind  of  property 
fhould  not  be  called  upon  to  bear 
itsfnare  in  the  general  contribution 
when  every  other  fpecies  is  called 
upon  to  contribute  fo  heavily. 
The  queftion  now  is,  not  what 
fpecies  of  property  fhall  be  ex¬ 
empted,  but  in  what  proportion 
each  fpecies  fhall  contribute  ?  It 
certainly  is  intended  that  this 
kind  of  property  fhall  be  made 
contributory  though  it  is  not  in 


*  It  has  already  been  charged  to  45  per  cent;  on  all  forts  of  tea , 
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every  inftance.  I  mean,  however, 
row  to  propofe,  that  all  perfons 
poffeffing  property  in  the  Funds 
fhall  be  required  to  make  returns 
to  Commiflioners  by  whom  this 
Bill  is  to  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion.  Thefe  Commiflioners  will 
not  be  all  of  them  refident  in  Lon¬ 
don,  as  under  the  Income  Bill, 
but  they  will  be  appointed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  country.  They 
are  to  have  the  fame  powers  for 
certain  purpofes  as  the  Commercial 
Commiflioners.  All  perfons  hav¬ 
ing  property  in  the  Funds  are  to 
lay  their  accounts  before  thefe 
Commiflioners ;  and  if  they  do  not 
do  it  before  a  certain  day,  they 
will  be  held  to  have  made  their 
election,  in  which  cafe  provifion 
is  made  that  they  fhall  be  charged 
in  another  way.  It  will  be  un- 
derdood  that  no  perfon  can  be 
charged  except  according  to  the 
firft  provifions  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  unlefs  it  is  by  his  own 
choice.  If  the  perfons  do  not 
make  their  returns  to  the  Com¬ 
miflioners  at  a  proper  time,  then, 
and  in  that  cafe  only,  the  provi¬ 
fions  are  to  be  executed  at  the 
Bank.  All  agents  for  Foreigners, 
and  perfons  not  being  Britifh  fub- 
jeCts,  having  property  in  the  Funds 
will  be  exempted  :  the  Committee 
will  feel  that  they  could  not  with 
juftice  have  been  included  in  this 
impoft  When  I  fay  foreigners,  I 
mean  thofe  not  refident  in  Eng¬ 
land. - 1  fhall  now,  for  the  fake 

of  clearnefs,  give  a  fummary  reca¬ 
pitulation  of  the  taxes. 

On  the  Cuftom  Duties  ^2,000,000 
On  the  Excife  Duties  6,000,000 
On  the  Land  and  Pro¬ 
perty  -  4,500,000 

Making  in  all  12,500,000 


[IB! 

The  Committee,  however,  muff 
be  aware,  that  though  Parliament 
may  determine  to  raife  fo  large  a 
part  of  the  fupplies  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year,  yet  it  mull  be  obvious, 
that  a  very  confiderable  part  ot 
this  fum  cannot  be  raifed  within 
the  prefent  year.  1  will,  there¬ 
fore,  only  calculate  upon  the  fum 
to  be  produced  by  thefe  taxes  in 
this  year,  at  4,500,000!.  there 
would  then  remain,  io,ooo,oooL 
to  be  provided  for  the  fervice  of 
the  prefent  year;  this  fum  muff 
be  raifed  by  way  of 

Lo  A  N, 

and  I  have  this  day  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  feme  refpeCtable 
Bankers  of  the  City  of  London, 
for  a  Loan  for  12,000,000!. 
io,ooo,oool.  of  which  was  for 
England,  on  the  following  terms  ; 
— For  every  iool.  Sol,  3  per  cent. 
Confols,  which  at  584-,  the  price  of 
Saturday,  would  be  46I.  14s.  od. 
—Sol.  reduced  at  the  fame  price, 
46L  14s.  od.  The  bidding  was 
upon  the  Long  Annuities ;  they 
were  taken  at  6s.  5d.  which  at 
1 7  years  and  a  half  purchafe,  was 
5I.  1 2s.  3d. — The  difeount  was 
2I.  6s.  3d.  which  made  the  whole 
amount  to  10  il.  6s.  6d.  The  bonus 
to  the  Contractors  is  therefore 
il.  6s.  6d.  and  the  intereft  to  be 
paid  by  the  Public,  5I.  2s.  3d. 
per  cent.  I  have  to  congratulate 
the  Houfe,  I  have  to  congratulate 
the  Country,  that,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  fo  beneficial  a  bargain 
has  been  made  ;  and  I  am  convin¬ 
ced  it  will  be  found  no  lefs  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  perfons  contracting 
than  to  the  public.  But  I  am  the 
more  difpofed  to  congratulate  the 
Houfe  on  this  bargain,  becaufe 
there  are  very  few  inltances  of  any 
#.[M]  3  contract 
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contrail  ever  having  been  made  on 
terms  equally  advantageous  with 
a  reference  to  the  price  of  flocks. 
There  were  indeed  only  two  in- 
ftances  of  bargains  in  which  the 
advantage  to  the  public  had  been 
greater.  Thofe  inftances  occurred 
in  the  years  1799  and  1800.  In 
the  firft  of  thefe  years  the  Govern¬ 
ment  had  a  clear  premium  of 
6s.  yd.  and  in  1800  the  bonus  was 
1  os.  5d.  Thefe  were,  in  fad,  the 
only  inftances  in  which  the  public 
bad  derived  more  advantage  from 
the  terms  of  the  Loan  than  the  pre- 
fent.  But  in  what  circumftances 
were  thofe  Loans  made  ?  The  firft 
took  place  under  the  operation  of 
that  Ad,  which  was  the  firft  at¬ 
tempt  to  raife  a  confiderable  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  Supplies  within  the 
year.  The  fecond  took  placeunder 
the  adual  operation  of  the  In¬ 
come  Tax.  Thefe  were  years  too, 
in  which  all  the  taxes,  which  can 
be  regarded  as  the  beft  criterions 
of  the  profperity  of  a  country, 
were  the  moll  produdive.  What 
Inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  this 
fad  ?  Is  it  not  evident  that  thofe 
wife  meafures  infpired  confidence 
In  thofe  who  were  whiling  to  be¬ 
come  the  creditors  of  the  country  ? 
Thefe  examples  are  therefore  fuf- 
f  cient  to  encourage  us  to  follow 
the  fame  fyftern  now,  which  cannot 
fail  to  be  attended  by  fimilar  bene¬ 
ficial  efteds.  I  have  now  to  ftate 
the  means  by  which  I  propofe  to 
provide  for  the  intereft  of  the 
Loan.— I  mean  the  10  millions  for 
Great  Britain,  which  create  a  ca¬ 
pital  of  above  1  z  millions  of  flock, 
sncj.  the  intereft  on  which  amounts 

to  -  480^000 

To  which  add  the  char¬ 
ges  for  management. 


and  one  per  Cent  for 

the  Sinking  Fund  -  1 90,000 

And  the  wrhole  fum  to 
be  provided  for  will 

-  -  -  670,589 

this  fum  I  propofe  to  raife  by 
an  increafe  of  the  duties  on  certain 
articles  of  the  Cuftoms,  which  I 
have  calculated,  will  amount  to 
250,0001.  The  increafe  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  confolidation  of  the 
Affeffed  Taxes  will  amount  to 
220,000!.  But  there  will  ftill  be 
a  confiderable  film  wanting.  The 
meafure  by  which  I  propofe  to 
make  it  up  is  one  which  has  often 
been  recommended.  I  mean  a 
change  in  the  mode  of  colleding 
the^  Receipt  T  ax.  I  mean  to  pro- 
poie,  that  in  all  cafes  where  money 
is  to  be  paid,  it  fhall  be  compe¬ 
tent  for  the  perfon  paying  to  de¬ 
mand  a  ftamp  from  him  who  is  paid. 
The  price  of  the  ftamp  ufed,  it  is 
intended,  fhall  bear  a  very  mi¬ 
nute  relation  to  the  fum  paid ;  but 
that  in  no  one  inftance  fhall  it  be 
lefs  than  2d.  or  more  than  5s. 
The  produce  of  this  regulation  I 
eftimateat  220,000k  Thofethree 
fources  of  revenue  will  produce 
690,000k  applicable  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  above  670,589k  being 
the  amount  of  the  intereft  and  ex- 
pences  on  the  Loan.  1  {hall  now 
recapitulate  the  different  heads  of 
Supply  and  Ways  and  Means. 

SUPPLY. 

Navy  (exclufive  of 
Ordnance  for  Sea 
Sti  v  ICc)  -  -  10,021,000 

Arm7  -  -  _  -  8,721,849 

Army  Extraordina¬ 
ries,  to  be  voted  -  2,000,000 

Extraordi- 
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Extraordinaries  of  the 
preceding  year  re¬ 
maining  unprovided 
for  -  1,032,151 

Ordnance  -  1,280,000 

Vote  of  Credit  -  2,000,000 

Corn  Bounties  -  -  524,000 

Mifcellaneous  Services  1,300,000 

Total  -  -  26,879,000 

joint  Charge  of  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland. 

SEPARATE  CHARGES  FOR  GREAT. 

BRITAIN. 


/ 

Penfions,  Sec,  and 
remains  of  I, and 


lax  -  -  '  - 

Exchequer  Bills  -  - 

Surplus  Confolidated 
Fund  1 804 

Exchequer  Bills  for 
Bank  Advances 
Bounties  remaining  in 
Exchequer 

Loan  - 

Produce  of  the  new 
Taxes  in  the  pre- 
fent  year 


2,750,000 

5,000,000 

6,5  00,000 

1,500,000 

37,782 

400,000 

10,000,000 


4,500,000 


Deficiency  of  the  Malt 

Duty  -  118,840 

Deficiency  of  Ways 

and  Means  -  -  171,431 

American  Commifnon- 
^  ers  -  -  330,000 

Expedition,  Eaft-In- 
dia  Company  -  1,000,000 
Exchequer  Bills  -  -  2,781,000 

Intereft  on  ditto  -  -  920,408 

Exchequer  Bills  re¬ 
maining  of  1798  -  1,500,000 

Total  feparate  Charges 

of  Great-Britain  -  6,821,679 


Total  Supplies  33,730,679 
Two  feven- 
teenths  for 

Ireland  -  3,162,235 
Additional 
onaccount 
of  Civil 

Lift,  &c.  170,224 

For  Ireland  -  -  3,332,459 


Supplies  to  be  provid¬ 
ed  for 


30,398,220 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Malt  Duty,  Tax  on 


30,687,782 
Supplies  -  -  30,398,220 

Overplus  -  -  289,562 

The  Committee  will  perceive 
that  the  great  objeCt  I  have  in  view 
is  to  raife  a  large  part  of  the  Sup¬ 
plies  within  the  year.  The  ex¬ 
tent  to  which  I  wifh  to  carry  this 
principle  is  this,  that  there  fhall 
be  no  increafe  whatever  of  the  Pub- 
licDebt  during  the  courfe  of  the  war. 
In  the  firft  place  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  ascertain  the  probable 
amount  of  the  annual  charges  of 
the  War,  and  then  to  make  pro-  J 
vifions  for  carrying  on  a  vigorous 
and  even  protracted  conteft,  without 
making  any  greater  addition  to  the 
Public  Debt  than  what  will  be  an¬ 
nually  liquidated  by  the  Sinking 
Fund.  The  annual  Charge  of  the 
War,  unlefs  demands  fhould  be  made 
upon  us  by  the  intervention  of 
Foreign  Powers  who  may  wifh  to 
make  a  common  caufe  with  us,  I 
think  will  not  exceed  26,000,000!. 

I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  this  is 
a  great,  an  enormous  fum,  but 
certainly  not  greater  than  the  ob¬ 
ject  for  which  we  have  now  to  con- 
[M]  4  tend. 


I 
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tend.  If  then  the  Houfc  think  fit 
to  adopt  the  meafure  I  am  now 
propofmg,  if  I  am  right  in  my 
eftimate  of  the  growing  produce 
of  the  Confolidated  Fqnd,  which 
I  have  confidered  at  about  fix  mil¬ 
lions,  and  if  my  calculation  of  the 
Annual  Taxes  be  correct,  which  I 
have  eftimatedat  1 2,500,000!.  but 
which  for  this  purpofe  I  will  only 
take  at  io,oco,oool.  there  will 
only  remain  a  fum  of  6,000, oool. 
to  be  borrowed,  which  will  be  more 
than  covered  by  the  Sinking  Fund, 
which  now  produces  ccoiklerably 
more  than  fix  millions.  The  grow¬ 
ing  produce  of  the  Confolidated 
Fund  is  alio  likely  to  increafe, 
unlefs  we  are  again  vifited  by  thofe 
calamities  with  which  the  country 
has  been  afflided.  If  then  my  cal¬ 
culations  are  corred,  we  {hall  be 
enabled  to  meet  a  War  Expendi¬ 
ture  of  Twenty-fix  Millions  with¬ 
out  any  increafe  to  the  Public 
Debt,  an  objed  fo  defirable,  that 
no  difference  of  opinion  can  be 
entertained  upon  the  fubjed.  I 
truft,  therefore,  this  fyftem  will 
be  adopted;  it  is  one  which  has 
been  before  tried,  and  of  which 
the  effed  is  known  :  it  has  infpired 
confidence  at  home,  and  created 
refped  abroad. — But  the  pecu¬ 
niary  effed  is  not  all,  it  will  be  a 
difference  in  another  refped,  the 
difference  between  a  temporary 
and  a  permanent  tax :  it  will  have 
another  effed  alfo,  that  of  con¬ 
vincing  the  enemy  of  this  country, 
that  it  is  hopelefs  for  him  to  con¬ 
tend  with  our  finances,  that  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  effed  us  in  that 
refped:— it  will  have  a  Hill  farther 
effed,  that  of  convincing  the  other 
Powers  of  Europe,  that  they  may 
fafely  join  with  us  in  a  common 
cmk  of  reliftance  againft  the  com¬ 


mon  enemy,  for  that  the  refourees 
of  this  country  are  fuch  as  to  give 
full  fecurity  for  the  pundual  dif- 
charge  of  any  engagement  it  may 
enter  into,  and  this  is  an  objed  for 
which  I  have  in  view  fome  provi- 
fions.  I  will  not  fatigue  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  by  Eating  all  the  advanta¬ 
ges  of  fuch  a  fyftem ;  they  are  fuch 
as  the  neceffity  of  the  times  exads 
ot  as,  and  fimilar  efforts  are  to  be 
found  in  early  periods  of  our  hiftory. 
I  defire  the  Committee  to  look  at 
the  mode  adopted  for  raifing  the 
Supplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  year : 
they  will  find  on  Land  a  confider- 
able  duty  impofed,  as  well  as  upon 
Perfonal  Property.  They  will 
find,  at  an  early  period  of  our 
hiftory,  taxes  were  raifed  within 
the  year  on  all  defcriptions  of  pro¬ 
perty,  defcending  even  to  the 
wages  of  Servants.  To  illuftrate 
this  I  will  refer  to  the  times  of 
King  William  and  Queen  Anne, 
when  the  Funding  Syfterh  was  iirft 
introduced;  let  it  be  recolleded, 
that  then  not  only  4s.  in  the  pound 
on  Land  was  impofed,  but  alfo  50s. 
per  cent  on  ftock  in  trade]  5s.  on 
all  falaries,  offices,  perquifites  or 
penfions  ]  4s.  in  the  pound  on  all 
annuities  and  penfions,  and  all  per- 
fons  of  any  profeffion  were  charged 
4s.  in  the  pound  for  that  which 
was  received  or  got  by  any  practi¬ 
ces,  or  emolument  whatfoever.  It 
is  to  be  recolleded  that  thofe  times, 
although  they  were  arduous,  and 
the  objed  for  which  we  were  then 
contending  was  confiderable,  yet 
they  were  minor  to  the  objeds 
v'hich  we  have  now  in  view,  and 
therefore  the  exertions  which  we 
now  make  ought  to  be  fo  much 
the  greater.  That  was  a  great 
and  a  glorious  period  in  the  hiftory 
of  this  country,  but  not  fo  great 

as 
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as  tlie  prefent,  the  conteft  being 
very  different,  for  the  prefent  conteft 
is  for  the  ex  fence  of  this  country  as  a 
free  ft  ate,  and  the  queftion  nemo  is, 
<whether  nve  Jhall  maintain  and  fup. 
port  that  ex  fence,  or  whether  nve 
Jhall  abandon  the  people  of  this  land 
as  a  frey  to  the  French  ? 

In  conclufion,  he  made  an  advan¬ 
tageous  difplay  of  the  commercial 
profperity  of  the  country,  and 
moved  his  refolutions  according  to 
the  ufual  form. 

I  Several  of  the  meafures  of 

^and  ^nance  ProP°fed  by  the  Mi- 
nifter  occafioned  difcuftions  in 
Parliament,  but  none  fo  much 
as  the  tax  on  property.  It  was 
refilled,  at  firft,  by  Mr.  William 
Smith  and  a  few  others,  as  oppref- 
five  and  vexatious,  and  however 
it  might  be  modified,  extremely 
detrimental  to  the  public.  It  was 
open  to  all  the  objections  which 
had  been  advanced  againft  Mr. 
Pitt’s  income-tax,  as  to  its  ine¬ 
quality,  to  the  mode  of  collection, 
and  to  its  operation,  particularly 
on  the  landed  intereft.  The  Funds 
certainly  ought  to  be  taxed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  objeCts.  of  this  bill ; 
but  they  ought  to  be  taxed  in  a 
larger  proportion  than  land,  be- 
caufe  the  latter  was  fabjeCt  to  many 
burthens  from  which  the  former 
was  intirely  exempted.  As  to  the 
tax  on  trade,  if  it  was  to  be  levied 
at  all,  it  Ihould  be  equally  collect¬ 
ed,  and  that  appeared  impoflible, 
■unlefs  by  the  eftablifhment  of  an 
inquifition,  which  would  be  much 
more  intolerable  than  any  tax, 
and  this  inquifition  too  to  be  re¬ 
newed  yearly,  in  the  fame  way  as 
that  under  the  former  Income  Rill. 
To  fuch  means  of  raifing  the  fup- 
ply,  every  wife  ftatefman  and  every 


July 


benevolent  man,  mult  be  adverfe  • 
for  it  would  almoft  unavoidably  tend 
to  irritate  the  paflions  and  to  de- 
prefs  the  fpirits  of  the  people. 

If  the  tax,  was  to  be  perfifled 
in,  equality  of  payment  was  defi- 
rable,  but  how  was  that  to  be 
obtained  ?— -By  difclofures  which 
could  not  be  enforced,  but  by  a 
violation  of  every  principle  of 
freedom,  and  an  outrage  upon  every 
feeling  of  pride.  It  would  prefs 
on  the  trading  community  very 
little  indeed,  for  they  would  make 
the  confumers  pay,  as  they  uni¬ 
formly  did,  every  tax  levied  upon 
them ;  they  would  remunerate 
themfelves  in  their  increafed  profits 
for  any  burthens  impofed  on  them. 
If  traders  could  not  compenfate 
themfelves  fo  in  this  infiance,  the 
tax  would  be  more  unequal.  The 
Houfe  was  therefore  placed  in  this 
dilemma,  that  it  mull  either  impofe 
a  very  confiderable  burthen  on  the 
confumers,  or  a  very  unequal  tax 
on  the  traders,  upon  the  higher 
ciafs  of  whom  this  tax  would  not 
prefs  much. 

Mr.  Pitt  defended  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  but  ftrongly  difappro- 
ved  many  of  its  provifions.  Fie 
carried  this  difapprobation  to  the 
length  of  moving  for  an  inftrue- 
tion  to  the  Committee  to  infert  a 
new  claufe  with  refpeCt  to  exemp. 
tions ;  he  argued  the  point  with 
confiderable  heat,  and  preffed  it 
to  a  divifion,  wherein  the  numbers 
for  him  were  50,  againft  him  1  90. 
The  claufe  of  exemptions  was  how¬ 
ever  afterward  fo  modified  as  to 
obviate  his  objections.  So  many 
alterations  were  made  in  the  Bill 
during  its  prog*efs,  that  it  was 
found  necelfary  to  re-commit  it, 
and  at  laft,  much  inconvenience 


was 
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was  apprehended  from  its  great 
length,  and  the  difficulty  and  per¬ 
plexity  of  fome  of  its  claufes. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
the  Bill  occafioned  little 
obfervaridn  ,  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  cbjefted  to  the  exemp¬ 
tions  in  favour  of  foreigners  pof« 


cth 
A  tie. 


feffing  money  in  our  Funds.  This 
muft  be  either  on  the  fcore  of  good 
faith,  or  of  policy.  When  pro¬ 
perty  of  all  kinds,  belonging  to 
perfons  in  this  country  was  taxed, 
and  particularly  when  the  Funds 
were  taxed,  confidering  the  dimi¬ 
nution  that  might  refult  from 
frauds,  the  queftion  of  good  faith 
ought  not  to  enter  into  confidera- 
tion.  As  to  policy,  he  conceived 
the  only  reafon  for  not  taxing  the 
property  of  foreigners  in  the  Funds 
\?as,  that  it  was  advifable  they 
fno'uld  have  a  flake  in  them  ;  but 
from  the  niceft  calculation  he  had 
been  able  to  make,  the  whole  pro¬ 
perty  poffefTed  by  foreigners  in 
our  Funds  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  a  tenth  of  the  intereft  of  the 
national  debt,  eftiinating  which  at 
twenty  millions,  their  flake  would 
only  amount  to  two  millions, 
which  was  chiefly  poffefTed  by 
Dutch  and  French  ;  and  a  fum  fo 
truly  infignificant  could  not  be 
fuppofed  to  have  an  effect  in  a 
quell  ion  of  peace  or  war  ;  at  leaf! 
the  money  of  foreigners  in  our 
Funds,  in  cafes  of  purchafes  made 
after  the  palling  oi  this  Bill,  might 
very  fairly,  and  ought  to  be  raxed. 
He  therefore  propofed  an  amend¬ 
ment,  conformable  to  this  lafl  fug- 
geflion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  although 
he  admitted  that  a  tax  of  this  kind 
would  not,  according  to  the  ft  rift 
ienfe  of  the  word,  be  a  breach  of 
national  faith ;  yet  contended  that 


if  fuch  conftruftien  might  be 
put  jpon  ft,  confidering  the  fair 
character  of  this  country  had  al¬ 
ways  maintained,  with  regard  to 
its  pecuniary  tranfaftions  with 
foreign  nations,  though  we  might 
be  confiderable  lofers  from  the 
want  of  the  tax,  yet  he  fhould 
by  no  means  be  inclined  to  accede 
to  the  amendment  propofed  by 
the  noble  Duke.  A  divifion  was 
however  taken  and  the  amendment 
negatived  by  7  to  3. 

Early  in  the  Seffion,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  render  perpetual  the 
taxes  impofed  on  Ireland,  which 
had  heretofore  been  granted  an¬ 
nually,  and  were  only  laid  on  for 
a  Angle  year  by  the  Irifh  Parlia¬ 
ment  before  the  Union,  but  after 
feveral  debates,  the  meafure  was 
withdrawn.  A  Bill  was  paffed 
reflraining  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
from  paying  in  cafh,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  that  afFefting  the  Bank 
of  England. 

Mr.  Cony,  the  Chan-'  20t^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  , 
Ireland,  in  bringing  for-  June'* 
ward  the  fcheme  of  expenditure 
and  fupply  for  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  paid  the  highefl 
encomiums  to  the  people  for  their 
good  fenfe  and  patriotifm,  but, 
he  faid,  as  the  war  was  fo  young, 
it  was  obvioufly  impoffible  that 
Ireland  could  adopt,  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  that  fpecies  of  noble  exer¬ 
tion  of  which  Great  Britain  had 
fet  the  example.  From  the  dif- 

M. 

tanee  of  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  from  the  latenefs  of  the 
Seffion,  and  from  the  recent  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  he  fliould 
be  obliged  to  purfue  the  old  track 
in  railing  the  fupplies.  He  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Committee,  the  fol¬ 
io  wing  ftatement, 


S¥F- 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[187 


SUPPLY. 


The  whole  of  the  joint  charges  for  England  and  Ireland,  as  had  been 
frated  by  his  right  Hon,  Friend  on  a  former  day  was  27,000,000!. 

Of  which  the  proportion  of  Ireland,  in  Irifh  money, 

was  -  -  3,602,000k 

The  fepa rate  charges  for  Ireland  were,  intereft  of  debt, 

Sinking  Fund,  &c.  -  -  2,040,0001. 

Compenfation,  the  Lift  that  would  be  paid  300,000 
Navigations  -  -  150,000 

Treafury  Bill  -  -  386,000 

- - - —  -  2,876,000 


Making  in  all  for  Ireland  -  -  6,478,000!. 

There  were  like  wife  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  Treafury 
Bills,  ftmilar  to  Exchequer  Bills  here,  which  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  he,- 
believed,  would  have  no  objection  to  renew. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


To  make  good  this  fum  of  6,478,000k  of charges  there  were — 
Balances  in  the  Exchequer,  ftmilar  to  the  growing  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  Confolidated  Fund  in  England  -  550,000!. 

Revenue  for  the  current  year  -  -  3,000,000 

Lottery  the  fame  as  laft  year  -  -  200,000 


Which,  with  the  proportion  for  Ireland  of  the  late  loan, 

5,916,000!. 


amounted  to 

Leaving  a  deficit  of  upwards  of 
500,000].  To  firpply  this  deficit, 
he  propofed  to  raife  a  loan  in  Ire¬ 
land,  to  the  extent  of  a  fum  not 
exceeding  j, 000,000k  '  This 

would  leave  a  furplus  in  the  Exche¬ 
quer  of  Ireland,  which,  when  the 
circumftances  of  the  prefect  crifis, 
and 'the  polfibility  of  fudden  emer¬ 
gencies  were  confidered,  would 
not  appear  improvident  or  unne- 
cefiary.  It  remained  for  him  to 
point  out  the  new  taxes  by  which 
he  propofed  to  pay  the  intereft.  of 
the  loan.  Before  he  proceeded  to 
do  fo,  he  begged  leave  to  fay  a 
few  words  on  the  fubjedl  of  the 
trade  of  Ireland.  Laft;  year  he 
had  informed  the  Committee  that 
the  balance  of  trade  for  two  years 


had  not  been  fo  favourable  for  Ire¬ 
land,  as  could  have  been  wiftied. 
That  balance,  he  was  happy  to 
find,  was  now  more  favourable 
than  it  had  been,  though  he  ftill 
confidently  looked  to  great  and 
important  improvements.  That 
the  balance  of  trade  was  becoming 
more  advantageous  to  Ireland,  was 
proved  by  the  amount  of  the  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports.  Lie  took  oc- 
cafion  to  remark,  that  this  balance 
was  more  favourable  than  it  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  official  value,  and 
made  various  ftatements  in  proof 
of  this  afiertion.  He  next  made 
fome  remarks  upon  the  revenue  of 
Ireland.  Laft  year  it  turned  o-ut 
nearly  what  he  had  eft i mated, 
being  about  3,350,000k  but  for 

the 
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the  prefent  yearhe  Ihould  not  take 
It  at  more  than  3,000,000!.  The 
reafons  for  this  were  that  the  duty- 
on  tobacco  had  fallen  off,  as  well 
as  that  on  foreign  fpririts.  The 
importation  of  fugar  had  like  wife 
been  exceffive,  and  it  was  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  duty  would  this 
year  be  fo  great.  There  were 
likewife  fome  arrears  of  affeiled 
taxes  collefted  in  the  former  year  ; 
fo  that  upon  the  whole  he  did  not 
think  himfelf  entitled  to  eftimate 
the  revenue  for  this  year  at  more 
than  3,000,000!. 

NEW  TAXES. 

He  now  came  to  the  new  taxes, 
in  the  ftatement  of  which  he  fhould 
be  very  brief,  for  there  was 
nothing  new  in  the  principle,  or 
extravagant  in  the  rates  of  the 
taxes  he  meant  to  propofe. — He  pro- 
pofed,  in  the  firft  place,  an  increafe 
upon  the  head  of  cuftoms,  and  in 
eonfequence  of  the  principles  of  the 
intercourfe  of  England  and  Ire¬ 
land,  in  eonfequence  of  the  Union, 
this  tax  would  fall  entirely  on 
foreign  commodities.  He  propo- 
fed  the  amount  to  be  10  per  cent. 
The  produce  of  this 

he  took  at  -  140,000!. 

The  next  was  a  duty 
of  export  on  certain 
articles.  The  ex¬ 
ports  of  Ireland, 
however,  he  was 
forry  to  lay,  was 
not  fo  extenfive  as 
to  promife  a  very 
large  fum,  but  lie 
took  it  at  -  -  17,000b 

The  next  was  an  ad¬ 
ditional  duty  on 
home  made  fpirits. 


and  he  was  fure 
that  as  far  as  was 
compatible  with  the 
difeouragement  of 
the  private  hills, 
the  Houfe  wrould 
feel  that  to  dif- 
courage  the  ufe  of 
fpirituous  liquors 
was  to  promote  the 
induftry  and  the 
good  morals  of  the 
people,  qd.  per  gal¬ 
lon  on  homefpirits, 
and  a  countervail¬ 
ing  duty  of  qd.  per 
gallon  on  foreign 
fpirits,  over  and 
above  the  10  per 
cent,  would  give 

Here  he  noticed  that 
from  the  duty  of 
our  imports,  tobac¬ 
co  w-ould  be  ex¬ 
empted,  becaufe  it 
was  found  that  in 
time  of  peace,  it 
could  not  bear  the 
prefent  rate. 

The  laft  objeft  was 
malt.  Malt,  he 
faid,  was  ufed  in 
the  diftillery  in  pro¬ 
portion  of  one-half, 
and  therefore  the 
diilillery  would  con¬ 
tribute  on  this  parr. 
He  hoped*  as  far  as 
it  affeded  the  brew-, 
ery,  the  tax  would 
not,  be  attended 
with  any  inconveni¬ 
ence.  He  propofed 
to  make  tire  tax  is. 
the' barrel  of  malt, 
the  brewery  in 
Ireland  being  fub* 


* 
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|e*Ttono  other  duty 
of  cxcife.  This  he 
calculated  at  -  40,000 

Total  of  Taxes  380,000 

Intereftofthe 
loan  in  Eng¬ 
land  -  -  143,000 

In  Ireland  -  65,000 

— -  208,000 


Surplus  -  -  172,000!. 

It  might  be  alked  why  he  pro- 
pofed  to  levy  taxes  calculated  to 
produce  fo  much  more  than  the. 
iuterell  of  the  loan  ?  In  anfvver, 
he  obferved,  that  the  fituation  of 
the  empire  called  upon  us  to  make 
ample  provifion  for  future  exer¬ 
tion.  If  peace  took  place,  the 
produce  of  the  prefen t  taxes  would 
enable  Parliament  to  reduce  the 
rate  on  feveral  objects  which, 
during  peace,  could  not  be  made 
to  bear  the  rate  they  were  now 
loaded  with.  If  the  war  continu¬ 
ed,  the  furplus  would  go  in  aid  of 
the  vigorous  exertions  which  we 
fhould  be  called  upon  to  make. 

Thefe  propofitions  palled  with¬ 
out  much  animadverfion,  but  Mr. 
William  Smith,  deprecating  a  pro¬ 
perty  tax,  as  a  meafure  very  ob¬ 


jectionable,  Mr.  Corry  dated  the 
reafons  why  he  had  not  propofed 
any  ilrong  meafure  of  finance  for 
Ireland  this  feffion.  Ireland,  might 
not  yet,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to 
bear  great  burthens  to  meet  the 
exigence  of  the  moment,  although 
he  was  fure  that  would  be  the 
wifeft  plan.  Befides,  there  were 
no  immediate  means  to  enable  him 
to  bring  forward  fuch  a  meafure. 
There  was  no  land-tax  in  Ireland, 
no  poor-rate,  no  fyftem  of  munici¬ 
pal  finance,  if  he  might  fo  exprefs 
himfelf,  from  which  he  could  draw 
any  aid,  or  ouc  of  which  he  could 
form  any  fyftem  ;  unlefs  it  were  of 
the  grand  juries,  or  of  the  parilh 
veftries  for  parilh  purpofes  of  very 
fmall  amount.  It  the  tax  upon 
property  fhould  be  adopted  it  would 
have  one  recommendation,  that 
theabfentee  landlords  and  mortga¬ 
gees  would  be  forced  to  bear  their 
lhare  in  the  burden.  He  hoped 
that  Parliament  would  alfo  lay 
their  hands  upon  thofe  drones,  the 
middle  men,  who  preyed  at  once 
upon  the  proprietor  and  the  occu¬ 
pier.  and  who  were  of  no  benefit 
to  the  ftate  in  any  Ihape  or  cha¬ 
racter. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

EaJI  India  Budget ;  fpeeeh  of  Lord  Caflercagh  on  introducing  it ;  oppaftion 
to  his  jlatements.  A  fecond  budget  introduced  at  an  advanced  period  of  the 

SeJJion  ;  Jiatement  of  Lord  Caftlereagh  ;  obferv  aliens  of  Mr.  Francis  ; 
Mr.  Johnfone  ;  and  Mr.  Prinfep  ;  the  report  received.  Further  relief  to 
the  planters  of  St.  Vincent's  and  Granada  ;  penfion  fettled  on  Sir  James 
Saumarez.  Mejfage  from  his  Majefty  for  a  compenfation  to  the  Prince  of 
Grange;  Speech  of  I. or  d  Hanvkejbury  ;  obfervationi  of  Mr.  Canning ;  and 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  ;  the  relief  granted.  Report  of  the  Committee  for 

improving  the  Highlands  of  Scotland ;  plan  of  a  new  Canal  by  the  way  of 

Fort 
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Fort  William  and  lnvernefs  ;  a  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  voted* 
Mea fares  rebelling  the  clergy .  Improvements  in  the  law  relating  to  arreftsi 
and  in  that  again] l  falling,  cutting ,  and  maiming . 


,  nPHE  financial  condition 

11*  ,  JL  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
March*  i  *  j  v  c  t> 

pany  was  laid  before  rar- 

liament  by  Lord  Cafllereagh.  He 
faid,  the  Committee  would  be  aware 
that  many  of  the  obfervations 
which  he  had  to  fubmit  to  their 
confideration,  refpeHed  the  accounts 
which  had  been  prefen  ted  to  the 
Houfe  laft  Seffion.  The  accounts 
for  the  laft  year  had  not  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  India,  otherwife  it 
would  have  been  his  wifh  to  have 
brought  both  the  accounts  under 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  at 
the  fame  time.  But  as  the  Houfe 
muft  wifh  to  know  the  prefect  ftate 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  as  they  muft  be  naturally 
anxious  to  know  what  meafures 
the  finances  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany  would  enable  them  to  take 
for  the  liquidation  of  their  debt, 
he  fhould  now  proceed  to  call  their 
attention  to  the  accounts  which 
were  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
Houfe  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  The  affairs  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company  naturally  divided 
themfelves  into  two  claffes,  viz. 
thofe  abroad  and  thofe  at  home. 
Their  affairs  abroad  were  divided 
into  three  diftinH  heads,  namely, 
ift,  the  revenues  and  charges ; 
2d,  the  extent  of,  and  provifion 
for,  the  inveftments;  and,  3d,  the 
ftate  of  their  debt' and  their  abets. 
With  refpeft  to  the  revenues,  he 
would  ftate  them  firft  upon  an 
average  of  three  years,  compared 
with  one  year  preceding;  zdly,  he 
would  make  a  companion  between 
the  eftimated  amount  and  the  aHual 
amount  of  the  revenue  of  the  laft 


year ;  and,  3<dly*  the  eftimated  re¬ 
venue  for  the  fucceeding  year.  H« 
fhould  therefore  now  proceed  to 
ftate  the  revenues,  charges,  and 
eftimates  with  refpeft  to 

BENGAL. 

Revenues  —  Average 

1798-9  to  1800. 1^.6,436,807 

✓  x 


More  than  average 
laft  drawn  - 

289,776 

Eftimated  for  1 800- 1 
AHual  amount 

6>339>203 
6,658,33  4 

More  than  eftimate 

3*9^3* 

Charges  —  Eftimated 
for  1 800- 1 

Adfual  amount  - 

4,422,047 

4,780,611 

More  than  eftimate 

358,56-4 

Dedinft  excefs  of  reve¬ 
nue  from  excefs  of 
charge,  the  net  re¬ 
venue  is  lefs  than 
eftimated  - 

39H33 

And  the  net  revenue 

for  1800-1  is  -  - 

* 

>>  s77>723 

ESTIMATES  l80l-2. 

Revenues  -  -  -  7,051,164 

Charges  -  -  -  4,582,201 

Net  revenue  -  2,468,963 

Revenue  eftimated 

more  than  in  1800-1  392,830 

Charges  ditto,  lefs  ditto  198,410 

Net  revenue  eftimated 


for 


\ 
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for  1801-2,  more 
t^an  preceding  year  592,240 
The  Committee  wouldobferve  from 
this  ftatement,  that  the  eftimated 
charge  for  1 3oo- 1 ,  was  4,42  2,047/.' 
and  that  the  a&ual  amount  of  the 
charge  was  4,780,611/.  making 
a  difference  between  the  a  dual  and 
the  eftimated  charge  358,564k 
As  the  officers  of  the  Company 
had  always  (hewn  great  accuracy 
in  making  up  the  eftimates,  and 
had  been  particularly  cautious  not 
to  miflead  by  overrating  the  reve¬ 
nue,  be  wifhed  to  explain  how  it 
happened  that  there  was  this  ex- 
cefs  of  the  actual  over  the  eftimated 
charge,  and  to  (hew  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  impeaching  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  the  officers  who  had  pre¬ 
pared  the  accounts.-  In  the  firft 
place,  thefe  eftimates  referred  to  a 
period  of  war,  and  every  body  mull 
be  aware  of  the  impoffibility  of 
ftrift  accuracy  and  precifton  in 
eftimates  during  the  war.  But  in 
addition  to  this,  in  the  year  to 
which  he  was  alluding,  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Egypt  took  place,  which 
certainly  was  not  in  contemplation 
when  the  eftimates  were  made  ;  and 
from  this  circumftance  there  would 
be  found  a  difference  between  the 
eftimates  and  the  a&ual  charges  in 
all  the  prefideilcies.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  (late  the  revenues,  char¬ 
ges,  and  eftimates  with  regard  to 
Madras,  but,  in  doing  fo,  he  ap¬ 
prized  the  Committee  that  the 
eftimates  and  accounts  related  only 
to  the  old  pofTeffions  annexed  to 
that  prefidency  ;  otherwife  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  make  a  companion 
between  its  prefent  and  its  former 
(late ;  becaufe,  from  the  acceffion 
of  territory  and  revenue,  not  only 
by  the  conqueft  of  the  Myfore,  but 
by  treaties  with  the  Nizam,  an 


average  of  the  aggregate  of  the 
receipts  would  not  conftitute  a  fair 
mean  of  comparifon  with  any  for¬ 
mer  period.  Having  made  this 
preliminary  obfervation,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Hate,  that 

1 

The  average  of  thefe 
revenues,  from 
1798-9  to  1 800-1, 
was  -  1,0^5,068!. 


Which  exceeds  the 
average  on  the  years 
1797-8  to  1799. 
1S00  - 

s*>73+ 

Eftimated  for  1S00-1 
Actual  amount 

3*277,073 

3,540,268 

More  than  eftimate 

263,195 

Charges  —  Eftimated 
for  1 800- 1 

Actual  amount 

V 

3. 76S>9'3 
+,293,310 

More  than  eftimate 

527*397 

Deducing  excefs  of 
revenue  from  excefs 
of  charge,  the  net 
charge  is,  more  than 
eftimated  - 

/ 

2  64,202 

S 

And  the  net  charge  of 
the  year  1 800-1  is 

753*042 

ESTIMATES,  l8ol-2. 

Revenues 

Charges  - 

3,899,040 

4>559>3J  1 

Net  charge  - 

660,27  % 

Revenues  eftimated 
more  than  altual, 

iSco-i  -  358>77* 

Charges  ditto  more 


than 
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than  ditto  -  ~  266,000 

Netchargefor  1801-2, 
eftimated  lefs  than 
the  preceding  year  92,772 
The  Committee  would  fee  from 
this  ftatemerit,  that  there  was 
a  greater  difference  between 
the  eftimated  and  aftual  charge 
in  Madras  than  there  was  in  Ben¬ 
gal  :  this  difference  arofe  from  two 
circumftances ;  firft,  becaufe  it  was 
principally  from  this  prefidency 
that  the  forces  were  fent  upon  the 
expedition  to  Egypt  and  fecondly 
becaufe  there  was  a  great  inter¬ 
ruption  in  the  tranquillity  of  the 
fouthern  provinces,  occafioned  by 
the  Poligars,  which  caufed  much 
additional  expenfe.  With  regard 
to  the  revenues  and  charges  of 
Bombay,  he  wifhed  to  obferve, 
that  the  transfer  of  the  Malabar 
province  to  Madras  in  July  1800, 
having  greatly  reduced  the  receipts 
a t  Bombay  in  the  year  1 800-1,  an 
average  on  the  grofs  colledlions  of 
three  years  could  not  properly  be 
drawn  for  a  comparifon.  In  this 
cafe  it  was  alfo  propofed  to  make 
an  adjuftment,  and  take  the  aver¬ 
age,  excluding  the  revenues  of  the 
ceded  countries,  which  was. 


From  1788-9  to 


1 800- 1  - 

21 1,892!. 

Which  exceeds  the  a  v- 

erage  on  the  years 

1797-8  to  1799- 

1  Sco  - 

* 

24,767 

Eftimated  for  1 800- 1 

3°°>47f 

Actual  amount  -  - 

286,477 

Lefs  than  eftimate 

14,18 

Charges  —  Eftimated 

for  1  $00- 1  , 

1*030, 99J 

Actual  amount  -  -  1,329,17*5 


More  than  eftimate  - 

298,183 

Add  deficiency  of  re¬ 
venue  to  the  cxcefs 
of  charge,  the  net 
charge  is  more  than 
eftimated 

♦ 

3 1 2,201 

And  the  net  charge  of 
the  year  1  800- 1  is  1 

,042,719 

ESTIMATES,  l8oi 

Revenues  - 
Charges  -  1 

-2. 

271,823 

,185,308 

Net  charges  -  - 

9>3.48.' 

Revenues  eftimated 
lefs  than  1 800 . 1 
Charges  ditto  lefs  than 
ditto  - 

14,632 

143,868 

Net  charge  eftimated 
for  1801-2,  lefs  than 
preceding  year  -  129,236 

There  then  only  remained  Bencoo- 
len  and  the  other  fettlements. 
Revenues  of  Fort 
Marlborough,  on  an 
average  of  three 
years,  1797-8  to 

1799-1800,  were  6,987 

Charges  ditto,  ditto,  106,197 

Net  charge  -  -  - 

99,2  I  2 

Supplies  from  Bengal 
to  Fort  Marlbo¬ 
rough,  Penang,  &c. 
eftimated  for  1 800-1 
Actual  amount  -  - 

82,360 

>56.32; 

More  than  eftimated 

73.96S 

More 
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Supplies  eftimated  for  1801-2  *  85,840 

He  then  proceeded  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  ffatement  he  had  made* 
The  refult  of  the  year  1801  collectively  was  as  follows: 


Revenues- 

—Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

-  6,658, 334 
*  “  3,540,268 

-  286,457 

/ 

.  - 

-Bengal 

Total  revenues 

10,485,059 

Charges— 

-  -  -  4,780,611 

Madras 

Bombay 

*  4>29 3j3io 
-  1,329,176 

- 

* 

Total  charges 

10*403,097 

Net  revenue  of  the  three  prefidenci.es  -  81,962 

Deduced  from  fupplies  to  Bencoolen  156,335 

\  1 

The  difference  is  54, 365 
Which  being  added  to  the  interefl  paid  on  the  debts 

At  Bengal  -  746,184  . 

Madras  -  -  *  -  212,488 

Bombay  -  135,289 

— -  1,693,961 


The  deficit  of  revenue  from  the  territories,  Sic.  then  is  *  1,168,324 

Deduft  the  amount  fales  of  imports  -  493,667 

The  remainder  -  .  -  674,657 

is  the  amount  of  the  deficit,  after  allowing  for  the  produce 
of  the  fales  of  the  imports 

Amount  advanced  for  the  purchafe  of  inveftments,  payment 
of  commercial  charges,  and  in  aid  of  China  inveftment, 

At  Bengal  -  897,691 

Madras  -----  453,990 

Bombay  -  -  400,485 


Total  advances  for  inveftment  1,752, 

Cargoes  invoiced  from  India  to  Europe  in  1800.1  with 

charges  -•  . **399>°33 

The  refult  of  the  eftimates  for  1801-2,  colle&Hely,  was. 

Revenues — Bengal . 7,05  r,  1 64 

Madras  —  -  -  3,899,040 

Bombay  -  271,825 


Charges  —Bengal 
Madras 
Bombay- 


Total  revenues  11,222,029 

7  -  4,582,201 

-  -  -  4>55’9-'3 1  * 

•  jh85,3o8 


Vgl,  XL V,  or  Yol,  III, 


Total  charges 

XT  ^ 

New  Sf. rib-9.  [YJ 


10,326,820 

Net 


/ 
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Net  eftimated  revenue  of  the  three  prefidencies 
Deduct  fupplies  to  Bencoolen,  &c. 


The  remainder 


Deduced,  from  intereft  on  debts 


897,209 

85,840 

809,369 

1,342,854 


Shews  the  net  deficiency  ©f  the  revenues  from  the  territo¬ 
ries,  &c.  to  be  ------  £3 3,485 

Which  dedu&ed  from  the  eftimated  amount  offales  of  imports  564,527 


The  remainder  was 


3  b  °42 


And  this  was  the  amount  eftima ted  to  be  applicable  in  the  year  1801-2 
to  the  purchafe  of  inveftment,  payment  of  commercial  charges,  &c. — 
Having  gone  through  this  general  account,  and  having  hated  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  deficit,  the  Committee  would  not  be  furprized  that  the 
amount  of  the  inveftments  was  not  fo  great  as  it  might  otherwife  have 
been  expelled. — The  next  fubject  which  he  wifhed  to  fubmit  to  the  Com¬ 
mit  ee  was  the  debts  of  the  Company  in  India,  They  were  as  follow  : 


Amount  bated  laft:  year 
Amount  this  year 


Debts  transferred  in  the  year 


-  14,640,402 

-  1 7)674,532 

1  ‘ 

Increafe  -  3,034,130 


.81,888 


Amount  laft  year 
Amount  this  year 


Debts  bearing  Intereft. 


-  12,301,570 
’  I5>135>354‘ 


Increafe  of  debts  bearing  intereft  2,833,784 


Amount  of  intereft  payable  by  the  accounts  of  laft  year  -  1,082,042 
Amount  of  intereft  payable  by  the  accounts  of  this  year  -  1,342,853 

Increafe  of  intereft  payable  annually  260,81 1 


Aflets  in  India, 

Confifting  of  cafh,  goods,  ftores,  See ,  laft  year 
Dito,  ditto,  by  prefent  ftatement 

Increafe  of  aflets 


-11,569,553 
-  12,113,923 

544)369 


Deduct  - 

Increafe  of  aflets  from  increafe  of  debts,  the  ftate  of  the 

Company’s  affairs  in  India  will  appear  worfe  by  -  -  2,489,761 

The  next  fubjeft  to  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  was  the  home  accounts  of  the  Company, 

Aggregate  amount  of  fales  1801-2  -  9>I55>9$7 

Left  than  laft  year  -  -  1,167,465 

On 


1 


t 
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On  the  Company’s-  goods  alone 
•Private  goods  _  .  ' 

Neutral  property  ^  - 


Sale  on  Company’s  goods,  eftimated 
A&ually  amounted  to 


^  o  Being  lefs  than  eftimated  -  488,913 

The  receipts  on  the  Tales  of  the  Company’s  goods  eftima- 

ted  at  -  -  -  -  7,161,918 

Actually  amounted  to  -  ..  -  -  -  “6,336,192 


Being  lefs  than  eftimated  -  825,726 

Charges  and  profit  on  private  trade  eftimated  at  100,000 

Actually  amounted  to  1 9 3,563 


Being  more  than  eftimated  -  93) $6$ 


at 


97M£4 

77>367 

118,544 


1,167,463 


-  7,119,400 

-  6,630,487 


The  balance  eftimated  to  be  remaining  in  favour  on  the  ift  March, 
1802,  amounting  to  486,7311.  would  by  the  actual  accounts  have  been 
conftderably  againft  the  Company  from  the  difappointment  in  the  receipt 
on  the  Tale  of  goods,  and  from  deferring  the  difpofal  of  the  loyalty  loan  ; 
but  from  fome  additional  receipts  on  profit  on  private  trade,  and  from 
Government  for  ftores,  &c.  with  poftponement  of  the  payment  of  the 
debt  to  the  Bank,  amounting  to  8oo,oool.  the  balance  the  ift  March, 
1802,  although  the  fupplies  to  India  and  China  exceeded  the  eftimate 
upwards  of  200,000  ftill  remained  in  favour  to  the  amount  of  168,759!* 
being  lefs  than  eftimated  317,972b — The  eftimates  for  1802-3  were  as 
follow: 

Receipt  for  fale  of  Company’s  goods  -  -  6,500,60© 

From  thefmall  balance  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and 
'tHe  extenfive  fupplies  required  for  India  and  China,  alfo 
the  expectation  of  liquidating  the  debt  to  the  Bank,  the 
balance  againft  the  Company  on  the  ift  March,  1803,  is 


eftimated  to  amount  to 

- 

-  J>434>536 

DEBTS  AT  HOME. 

On  ift  March,  1801 

On  ift  March,  1802 

*9  ao  m  &  m 

«  M  a  <*» 

-  y.393.98<) 

-  4,822,683 

. 

** 

Decreafe 

57ij3°6 

ASSETS  AT  HOME. 

On  ift  March;  1801 

On  ift  March,  1802 

«•  «  -j 

"*  *3  «  * 

*  1  >*404*7  36 
-  16,802,760 

Increafe 

-  1,398,024 

[A7]  2 

Adding 
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Adding  decreafe  of  debts  to  increafe  of  affets,  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  home  concern  in  this  year  is  -  i,9 

/ 

CHINA  ANB  ST.  HELENA. 


'Balance  at  China Lift  year  in  favour  -  -  1,226,079 

Balance  at  China  by  the  prefent  accounts  -  1,019,551 


1 

Decreafe 

206,52B 

Balance  at  St,  Helena  on 
in  favour 

Balance  at  St.  Helena  on. 
3800.  in  favour 

30th  Sept.  1799, 

-  58,566 
30th  Sept. 

-  77.S52 

\ 

Increafe 

19,486 

-  \ 

Net  decreafe  at  China  and  St.  Helena 

•n* 

0 

OO 

GENERAL  COMPARISON  OF  DEBTS 

AND  ASSETS. 

Increafe  of  debts  in  India 
Decreafe  of  debts  at  home 

«  *»  ** 

•  • 

2  >034, 130 
57  H  306. 

Increafe  of  aifets  in  India 
Increafe  of  aifets  at  home 

Net  increafe  of  debts 
-  5*44,569 

-  1,398,024 

2,462,824 

Deduct 

Net  decreafe  of  balance  in 
St.  Helena 

favour  at  China  and 

»  ^  m*  mm 

H942>393 

t 

187,042 

'Net  increafe  of affets  x  1>75$*25t 

Dedntkd  from  the  increafe  of  debts  would  (hew  the  Hate  of 
the  whole  concern  to  be  worfe  than  at  the  conciufion  of 
the  laft  year  in  the  fum  of 
Which  fum  was  fubjedt  to  altera¬ 
tion  on  the  final  adjuftment  of  the 
claims  of  the  Company  on  Govern¬ 
ment,  included  in  the  home  aifets 
to  the  amour! t  of  3,573,339!. 
making  an  increafe  in  this  year, 
under  this  head,  of  900,899!. — - 
Having  gone  through  a  general 
ftate  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  comprifing  their  revenues, 
charges,  debts,  aifets,  &e.hefhould 
new  proceed,  to  put  the  Committee 


.  -  -  -  -  707,473 

in  polfcffion  of  the  beft  outline  in 

his  power  of  the  profpedlive  view 
of  their  fituation.  The  beft-way^ 
that  occurred  to  him  of  doing  this, 
would  be  to  Hate,  firlb,  the  extent 
of  the  incumbrances  upon  the 
Company,  then  the  extent  of  them 
means  to  meet  thefe  incumbrances; 
then  the  mode  in  which  it  was  pro. 
pofed  to  apply  thofe  means  for  the 
amelioration  of  their  affairs,  and 
the  refult  that  might  fairly  be  ex. 
peeled  from  the  adoption  of  thefe 

meafures ; 
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mea  lures ;  and  ladly,  to  ftate  what 
was  the  expectation  of  the  public 
from  the  Company,  either  in  the 
alternative  of  peace  or  war.  In 
order  to  elucidate  this  fubjeCt,  he 
had  moved  for  thefe  accounts,  which 
would  put  the  Houfe  in  pofteflion  of 
'all  the  material  fads.  And  firft, 
with  regard  to  the  incumbrances : 
the  eftimate  of  the  revenue  and 
charges  had  been  prepared  by  the 
proper  officers  abroad,  and  alfo  the 
intereft  of  the  debt ;  but  there  was 
no  certified  amount  of  the  capital 
of  the  debt,  he  was  therefore  obli¬ 
ged  to  form  the  bed  eftimate  in 
his  power.  In  order  to  prevent 
mi  flake,  and  to  be  fare  as  poillble, 
he  would  take  the  capital  of  the 
debt  at  the  highefl  amount,  and 
Hate  it  at  18,500,000!.  which 
would  completely  cover  the  whole 
of  the  debt.  Of  this  fum,  as  he 
had  before  Hated,  16,000,000!. 
bore  intereft,  the  annual  amount 
of  which  was  1,438,791k  This 
certainly  was  a  moft  ferious  fum, 
and  rnuft  neceffarily  be  a  moft 
ferious  deduction  from  the  income 
of  the  Company.  But,  great  as 
it  was,  ftill  it  was  a  moft  fatisfac- 
tory  confideration,  that  if  the  ftate 
of  the  Company  in  1793,  with  all 
the  neceflary  increafe  of  expenfe 
in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  was  com¬ 
pared  with  its  prefent  ftate,  there 
would  be  a  correfporidi ng  increafe 
in  the  aftets  of  the  Company,  at 
lead  equal  to  the  incumbrances 
incurred,  fo  that  the  Company 
were  in  as  good  a  ftate  as  they 
were  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  In  confidering  the  debt  of 
the. Company,  the  firft  thing  that 
naturally  occurred  to  the  min'd 
was  the  very  high  rate  of  intereft 
which  they  paid  for  their  debt ;  the 
jntcreft  amounted  to  very  little 
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fhort  of  9  per  cent.  He  ftated  this, 
in  the  hope  that  the  Committee 
would  bear  it  in  mind,  while  har 
adverted  to  what  occurred  to  him 
upon  another  part  of  the  fubjcdl* 
If  the  Company  had  no  furplus  re¬ 
venue  at  all  to  apply  to  the  liquida¬ 
tion  of  their  debt,  ftill  there  was 
another  operation  which  they  might 
have  recourfe  to,  and  which  would 
contribute  very  materially  to  that 
object,  and  that  was  the  converfion 
of  their  Indian  debt  bearing  the 
high  intereft  he  had  ftated,  into  an 
European  debt.  This  would  put 
the  Company  into  the  poffeftion  of 
a  conftderable  fund  for  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  their  debt,  becaufe  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  intereft  between  an 
Indian  debt,  to  the  amount  he  had 
ftated,  at’9  per  cent,  and  an  Euro¬ 
pean  debt  at  5  per  cent,  would 
afford  to  the  Company  a  having  of 
about  538,00©!.  a  year.  He 
wifhed  therefore  that  the  Committee 
would  always  bear  in  mind  that 
there  were  applicable  to  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  debt  not  only  the  ex- 
ifting  funds,  but  the  laving  to  be 
made  by  this  change  in  the  nature 
of  the  debt.'  The  prefent  means 
which  the  Company  poftefted  to 
meet  their  incumbrances  miift  arife 
from  their  revenues  abroad,  and 
from  their  capital  at  home.  The 
eftimated  revenues,  according  to 
the  lateft  accounts  which  had  been 
received,  would  be  all  together 
1 1 ,976, 1 80k  ;  the  eftimated  char¬ 
ges  were  9,346,369k  ;  there  would 
then  remain  a  furplus  of  2,729,8  ill. 
from  this,  however,  were  to  be 
deduced  the  commercial  charges, 
the  fupplies  to  Beneoolen,  and  the 
intereft  of  tire  debt,  and  there  would 
then  remain  a  net  furplus  of 
1,653,5821.  This  furplus  arofe 
partly  from  an  increafe  in  the  re- 

a  J 
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venue,  and  partly  from  feme  re¬ 
ductions  which  had  been  made  in 
,  the  expenfes.  No  redmflion,  how¬ 
ever,  had  been  taken  credit  for, 
which  had  not  been  aftually  ac- 
complifhed,  though  there  were 
others  in  contemplation  which 
he  hoped  would  be  extremely  pro¬ 
ductive.  In  adverting:  to  this 

o 

fubjeft,  it  was  impoffible  that  the 
attention  of  the  Committe  fnould 
not  be  turned  to  the  Noble  Perfon 
now  at  the  head  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  India,  the  Marquis  Wel¬ 
le  fly  ;  and  he  would  venture  to  fay 
,  that,  high  as  his  charafter  ftodd 
upon  other  grounds,  it  would  Hand 
ftill  higher  when  the  meafures  he 
had  adopted  for  improving  the 
finances  of  the  Company  werecon- 
fidered ;  it  would  be  found  that 
the  fame  energy  of  mind  which 
carried  him  through  the  other  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  furrounded  him, 

.  had  particularly  characterized  his 
financial  arrangements. — Having, 
however,  mentioned  the  reductions 
which  had  been  made,  he  wifned 
that  the  Committe  fhould  not  en¬ 
tertain  any  apprehenfions  that  they 
were  fuch  as  would  in  any  degree 
endanger  the  fafety  of  our  empire 
in  India  ;  and  perhaps  the  belt  way 
to  fatisfy  the  Committee  upon  this 
head  would  be,  to  Hate  the  amount 
of  our  army  in  India.  It  amount¬ 
ed  to  24,000  Europeans,  of  whom 
17,000  were  King's  troops.  The 
native  force  amounted  to  89,000 
men ;  and  the,  irregular  force,  in¬ 
cluding  Lafcars,  to  10,000,  making 
altogether  an  army  of  above 
124,000  men.  With  fuch  a  force, 
there  was  no  ground  for  apprehen¬ 
fions  either  from  attacks  from 
Europe  or  from  contefts  in  India. 
His  Lordfnip  then  proceeded  to 
comment  upon  the  commercial  date 


of  the  Company,  and  contended, 
that  nothing  could  fhake  them  in 
the  commerce  of  the  Eaft,  becaufe 
nobody  would  embark  a  large  ca- 
'  pital  againfl  a  Company  that  had 
fo  large  a  furplus  revenue,  which 
they  mull:  remit  to  Europe,  and 
which  mull  enable  them  to  drive 
any  competitor  out  of  the  market. 
With  regard  to  the  fum  which  at 
the  laft  renewal  of  the  Company’s 
charter  was  to  be  paid  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  the  non-payment  of  it  had  only 
been  occafoned  by  the  war,  but 
undoubtedly  in  the  event  of  the 
continuance  of  peace,  the  payment 
w'ould  be  regularly  made.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  aft  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter,  the  appropriation 
of  their  furplus  revenue  was  as 
follows:  the  firft  half  million  was 
to  anfwer  bills  from  India,  the 
fecond  half  million  was  to  be  paid 
to  the  public,  and  the  remainder 
was  logo  in  extinftion  of  the  debt. 
The  refult  of  this  ftatement  would 
be,  that  after  paying  the  public 
500,000!.  a  year,  there  would  re¬ 
main  a  fum  of  above  one  million 
applicable  to  the, reduction  of  the 
debt,  independent  of  the  meafure 
to  which  he  had  before  alluded, 
of  the  converfion  of  the  debt.  He 
wiflied  here  to  obferve,  that  it 
was  not  in  contemplation  to  liqui¬ 
date  the  whole  of  the  debt  :  it 
was  proper,  for  many  reafons,  that 
a  part  of  the  debt  fhould  remain; 
one  of  thefe  reafons  was,  that  the 
natives  fhould  have  an  intereft 
(independent  of  the  advantages 
they  have  under  our  government) 
in  the  permanence  of  the  Company. 
Suppofing  then  the  amount  of  debt 
to  be  reduced  was  i2,ooo,oool. 
and  the  fum  applicable  to  the  re¬ 
duction  to  be  2,ooo,oqo1.  a  year, 
it  would  obvioufly  be  liquidated 

fix 
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fix  years,  and  the  intereft  due  upon 
the  remainder,  taking  it  even  at 
6  per  cent,  would  be  only  240,000k 
a  year.  He  prefumed  that  the  in¬ 
tereft  might,  under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  be  reduced  to  6  per  cent, 
and  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  affairs,  they  would  not 
have  occafion  to  raife  any-  money 
for  the  firft  two  years.  He  was 
aware  that  the  Committee  might 
fuppofe  that  he  was  giving  an  ex¬ 
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aggerated  account  of  the  affairs  of 
the  C®mpany,  but  he  would  ftate 
the  grounds  of  his  calculation  as 
applying  to  the  alternative  either 
of  peace  or  war.  His  Lordfhip 
then  entered  into  the  following 
ftatement  of  the  Company,  and 
applicability  of  thofe  means  to  the 
liquidation  of  their  debts.  He 
had  before  ftated  the  furplus  of 
their  foreign  revenue  ;  he  now  came 
to  confider  their  home  furplus. 


Four  years  average  to  March  1802 
Add  net  furplus  abroad 


366,874 
-  1,053,582 


1,420,456 

Say  net  proceeds  -------  1,500,000 

The  proportional  profits  on  an  inveftment  of  four  millions 
will  be  more. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  NET  PROCEEDS! 

Public  participation  -  -  500,000 

Reduction  of  debt  -------  1,000,000 

Propofed  finking  fund  to  be  applied  each  year  -  -  2,000,000 

Till  the  capital  in  India  bearing  intereft  is  reduced  to  -  4,000,000 

Amount  to  be  reduced  -----  -  12,000,000 

Time  required,  fix  years. 

Annual  finking  fund  to  be  conftituted  as  follows : 

From  net  proceeds  as  above  -  -  -  -  -  1,000,000 

From  favings  of  intereft  and  loans  in  Europe  -  -  1,000,000 


Total  £y  2,000,000 

The  finking  fund  will  operate  as  underneath,  fuppofing  the  rate  of  in¬ 
tereft  to  be  gradually  reduced,  till  it  {hall  ftand  at  6  per  cent. 

Indian  debt  will  be  reduced  April,  1809  to  -  -  4,000,000 

Intereft  -  -  -  -  --  --  240,000 

The  twelve  millions  paid  off  will  have  been  fupplied  as  follows : 
Surplus  from  net  proceeds  for  fix  years  .  6,000,000 

Savings  of  intereft  in  the  fame  period  -  2,713,000 

To  be  furnifhed  from  Europe  -----  5,287,000 


1 2,000,000 

Of  the  fum  to  be  furnifhed  from  Europe,  not  more  than  2,000,000k 
need  be  raifea  by  loan;  the  repayments  from  Government  for  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  expedition  & c.  will  cover  the  remainder  ;  and  this  fum  fubjedt  to 
be  reduced  by  any  improvement  of  net  proceeds  which  may  happen, 
either  in  the  revenues  or  commercial  profits.  State  of  affairs  at  the  end^of 


fix  years 
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Indian 


a 
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Indian  furplus,  April  1809 
Home  furplus 


Deduft  Public  participation 


2,2yo,©0O 

450,000 

2,700,000 

500,©00 


2,200,000 

fbuppofing  two  millions  railed  in  aid  of  linking  fund,  by  ad¬ 
ding  to' capital,  dedudl  intereft  at  5  per  cent.  -  -  100,000 


2, 100,000 

Net  proceeds,  fubjeft  to  ulterior  appropriation,  viz.--- 1 -6th 

to  proprietors  to  increafe  dividends  -  350,000 

|-6ths  to  be  inverted  in  the  funds  to  counter-fecure  capital  1,750,000 


The  operation  of  the  above  ap¬ 
propriation  until  the  year  181  3-14, 
when  the  charter  would  expire,  un- 
lefs  fconer  renewed,  would  be  to 
increafe  the  Company’s  dividends 
annually,  by  one  half,  viz. 
350,000k  and  to  accumulate  at 
4  per  cent,  compound  intereft, 
during  the  five  years,  a  guarantee 
fund  of  9,485,000k  In  the  event 
of  war,  the  Indian  furplus  muft  be 
necefiarily  reduced.  The  reduc¬ 
tions  of  charge  fince  the  peace 
amount  per  ertimate  to  783,000k 
per  annum,  Allowing  for  a  war 
eftablifhment  equal  in  extent  to 
that  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  war, 
there  will  ft  ill  remain  net  proceeds 
kj  1 7, 000k — But  to  make  the  moft 
ample  allowance,  take  the  war 
charges  at  1,000, 000k  there  will 
ftill  remain  net  proceeds  500,000k 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  debt, 
- — In  this  cafe  the  participation 
pf  the  public  would  necefiarily  be 
fufpendcd  during  war,  and  would 
revive  up®n  theredu£Hons  refulting 
from  peace. — Witlr  fiich  a  difpo- 
fable  furplus,  provided  the  transfer 
pf  funds  from  Europe  to  India 

i 

fk$l]  meet  with  qq  interruption  in 
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time  of  war,  the  contrafting  of 
frefti  loans  may  not  only  be  avoid¬ 
ed,  but  a  fyftem  of  liquidation, 
upon  principles  .fimilar  to  thofe 
above fta ted,  be  purfued  even  during 
war,  though  necefiarily  upon  a  re¬ 
duced  fcale. — For  executing  the 
above  meafure,  and  for  the  ^cten- 
fion  of  trade,  the  Company  pofiefs 
the  following  available  refources  1 
May  add  to  their  capi¬ 
tal  two  millions,  at 
220  per  cent.  -  -  4,400,000 
More  bonds  may  be 
ifiued  with  confent 
of  Treafury  ^  -  i,qoo>oqo 


5,400,000 

Suppofe  as  above,  raif- 

ed  for  finking  fund  2,000,000 

Remains  for  the  exten-  • 

fion  of  trade  -  -  .3,400,000 

Having  gone  through  the  whole 
of  this  ftatement  with  the  greateft 
clearnefs  and  precifion,  his  Lord  (hip 
made  feveral  obfer rations  on  the 
probable  means  of  increafing  the 
profperily  of  the  Company,  and 
vindicated  the  profpetfiive  rtate. 
ments  of  his  prede?efibr  Lord  Mel- 

vilk. 
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ville,  whofe  predi<5lions,  he  laid, 
would  have  been  fooner  verified 
had  not  the  war  intervened. 

This  ftatement  was  not  received 
xvithout  confiderable  animadver- 
fion  from  Mr.  Johnftone  and  Mr. 
Francis,  and  Sir  Francis  Baring, 
but  they  were  fatisfa&orily  an- 
fwered  by  Lord  Caftlereagh,  Sir 
Hugh  Inglis,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Excheqner/and  Sir  Theophilus 
Metcalfe.  Several  other  debates 
arofe  on  the  fubje£t,  but  they  were 
devoid  of  intereft. 

,  At  an  advanced  period 
1 r  of  the  Seffion,  Lord  Caftle- 
**  ■'*  reagh,  being  furniftied  with 
frefh  materials,  opened,  at  con- 
liderable  length,  the  general  ftate- 
ment  of  the  Eaft-India  Company’s 
affairs  in  the  year  beginning  in 
March,  1801,  and  ending  in  the 
fame  month,  1802;  he  alfo  pre¬ 
sented  an  eftimated  ftatement  for 
-the  year  1802-3.  In  the  Budget 
which  he  had  prefented  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Seffion,  he  had 
given  a  detailed  ftatement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  in  1800-1 
and  only  an  eftimated  ftatement 
of  i So  1 -2.  This  was  the  actual 
ftatement  of  the  laft,  and  an  efti- 
jnated  ftatement  of  the  current 
year.  He  was  happy  to  inform 
the  Committee,  that  the  actual  in¬ 
come  for  the  laft  year,  confidera- 
biy  exceeded  the  eftimate,  and 
that  ,phe  revenues  of  every  prefi- 
dency  were  in  a  ftate  of  improve¬ 
ment.  His  Lordfhip  than  gave  a 
detailed  ftatement  of  the  fituation 
of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  both 
as  to  its  revenues  and  its  charges. 
The  revenues  he  divided  into  the 
foreign  and  the  home  :  according 
io  the  following  fchedule. 
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BENGAL. 


Revenues.  —  Average 
1799,  1800,  to 

1801-2  -  6,761,59s 


More  than  the  aver¬ 
age  laft  drawn 

3H>79't 

Eftimated  for  1801-2 
A£lual  amount 

+  — 

t 

7.°;  1,164. 

7, 127,9?* 

More  than  eftimate 

76,824 

Charges.  —  Eftimated 
for  1801-2 

Actual  amount 

4,5  82,201 
4j7°5>5^5 

More  than  eftimate 

00 

Ml 

ro 

N 

Dedu<ft  excefs  of  re¬ 
venue  from  excefs 
of  charge,  the  net 
revenue  is  lefs  than 
eftimated 

/ 

46,55* 

And  the  net  revenue 
for  1801-2,  is 

2,422,406 

Estimates  1802-3. 
Revenues  -  7,612,384 

Charges  -  4>  5  35  >065 

Net  revenue 

3>oy 7,319 

Revenues  eftimated 
more  than  adtual  in 


l80I*2-  ¥  - 

484,395 

Charges  do.  lefs  than 

do.  — 

170,517 

Net  revenue  eftimated 

'■/ 

for  1802-3,  more 

<-  v 

than  preceding  year 

654,912 

Madras. 
Revenues .  An  aver¬ 

age  of  aggregate 


receipts 


f 
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receipts  would  not 
be  a  correct  ground 
of  companion,  on 
account  of  the  ad¬ 
ditional  revenues 
acquired  by  con- 
queft  and  by  treaty 
€nce  the  year  1799® 

On  the  fame  princi¬ 
ple  as  adopted  laft 
year,  viz*  by  tak¬ 
ing  the  average 
colledions  from  the 
Bolt- office,  the  old 
land  revenues,  the 
euftoms,  and  the  ✓ 
farms  and  licences, 
the  average  of  thofe 
revenues,  from 
1799,  1800,  to 

1801.2,  was  -  i,  1 36,597 

Which  exceeds  the 
average  from  1798-9 


to  i8o®-i 

101,528 

Eilimated  for  1801-2 

3,899,04° 

Adual  amount 

4,729,610 

f 

More  than  elbimated 

-  830,570 

Charges.  —  Eilimated 

for  1801-2 

4>55'9>31 1 

Actual  amount 

/«•  » 

4)963>742 

More  than  eilimated 

-  404,42 1 

Deducing  excefs  of 

1 

charge  from  excefs 
of  revenue,  the  net 

\ 

charge  is  lefs  than 
eilimated 

426,139 

And  the  net  charge  of 
the  year  1801-2  is 

234)132 

Estimates  1802-3.  . 
Revenues  -  4)670,369 


Charges 

4.5^.676 

Net  revenue 

\ 

114)693 

Revenues  eilimated 
lefs  than  adual  in 
1801-2 

59>Hl 

Charges  ditto  lefs  than 
ditto 

408,066 

The  profped  eilima¬ 
ted  for  1802-3 

1 

better  than  preced¬ 
ing  year  by  - 

348,825 

Bombay. 

Revenues  —  Exclud¬ 
ing  the  revenues  of 
the  ceded  provinces 
transferred  to  Ma¬ 
dras  in  July  1800, 

the  average  reve¬ 
nues  from  1799? 
1800  to  1801-2  - 

•  251,456 

Which  exceeds  the 

average  drawn  on 
the  fame  principle 
from  1798-9  to 

1 800- 1 

39>;6 4 

Eftimated  for  1801-2 

27  1,825. 

Adual  amount 

305,992 

More  than  eftimate 

34ji67 

Charges  —  Eilimated 
for  1801-2 

1,185,308 

A  dual  amount 

1,187,288 

More  than  eftimate 

1,980 

Deduding  excefs  of 
charge  from  excefs 
of  revenue,  the  net 
charge  is  lefs  than 
eftimated- 

32,187 

And 


l 
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And  the  net  charge 
of  the  year  1 801-2 
is  -  -  881,296 


Estimates  i 802-3. 

Revenues  -  410,280 

Charges  -  907,406 

Net  charge  -  427,126 


Revenues  eftimated 
more  than  aCtual  in 
1801-2  _  -  104,288 

Charges  ditto  lefs  than 

ditto  -  -  279,882 


Net  charge  eftimated 
for  1802-3,  lefs  ] 
than  preceding  year  384,170 


Bencoolen  and  other 
Settlements. 

Revenues  of  Fort 
Marlborough  on 
average  of  three 
years,  1798-9  to 
1^00-1  -  8, 80S 

Charges .  Ditto,  ditto  -  102,030 


Net  charge 

93,224 

Supplies  fromBenga!  to 
Fort  Marlborough, 
Penang,  &c,  efti¬ 
mated  for  1801-2 

85,840 

Actual  amount 

241,220 

More  than  eftimated  - 

155,380 

Supplies  eftimated 

for  1 802-3 

1 16,00© 

Ge  neral  View. 


Refult  of  the  year  I 8oi-2,  collefiively. 


Revenues — Bengal 
*  Madras 

Bombay 


7, 1 27,988 
4»729,6to 

305,992 


Total  revenues  12, 163,590 


Charges— Bengal 
Madras 
Bombay 


4^/05,583 

4,963,742 

1,187,288 


«  Total  charges  10,856,613 

,  — - - - - >— 

Net  revenue  of  the  three  preftdencies  -s  -  ^306,977 

Dedud  fupplies  to  Bencooien,  Sec.  -  -  241,220 

Remaining  net  revenue  -  -  ^065,757 

Deducted  from  the  intereft,  See.  paid  on  the  debts. 

At  Bengal  -  »  971,556 

Madras  ►  v  -  267,178 

Bombay  •  »  210,066 

— —  1,449,500 


Shews 
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Shews  the  deficit  from  the  territorial  revenues  to  be  383,743 

Deducted  from  the  amount  Tales  of  imports,  &c.  by  -  41 8,7 1 7 

(  - — 

The  remainder  34,974. 

Is  the  fum  left  applicable  to  the  purpofe  of  commerce, 
amount  advanced  for  the  purchafe  of  inveftment,  pay¬ 
ment,  of  commercial  charges,  and  in  aid  of  China  in¬ 
veftment 

At  Bengal  -  -  739,63:1: 

Madras  -  -  281,329 

Bombay  -  -  246,021 

Marlborough  -  -  21,092 


Total  advances  for  inveflments 

Cargoes  invoiced  from  India  to  Europe  in  1801-2,  with 
4'harges  by  -  x  * 


1,288,093 

2,362,443 


Revenues— -Be  ngal 
Madras 
Bombay 


Charges— Bengal 
Madras 
Bombay 


General  Viet/ 

Ref u  It  of  the  ef  mates  for  the  year  1802.3,  colleftively. 

7, 612,384 


4,670,369 

410,280 

Total  revenues  12,693,033 

4  >535>o65 

4^553676 

907,406 


Total  charges  9,998,147 


Net  eflimated  revenue  of  the  three  prefidencies 
Deduft  fupplies  to  Bencoolen,  See.  per 

Deduct  further  interefi:  on  the  debts  by 


2,694,886 
1 1 6,000 


Remainder  2,578,886 
1,481,070 


The  fum  then  remaining  is  1,097,816 

Add  eflimated  amount  of  Tales  of  imports  by  -  409,500 

■  --  •  ~ 

,  The  total  1,507,316 

Is  the  amount  eflimated  to  be  applicable  in  the  year  1802-3, 
to  the  purpofes  of  commerce. 

Debts  in  India, 


Amount  flated  lafl  year 


i7>6743?32 

Amount 
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Amount  this  yeat  r  •*  *  29,965,739 

Increafe  2,291,207 
Debts  transferred  in  the  year  143,179 
Debts  bearing  Interest, 

Amount  laft  year  -  3 5> 5 35’>35'4- 

Amount  this  year  ~  16,994,835 

Increafe  of  debts  bearing  intereft  1,859,479 

Amount  of  intereft  payable  by  the  accounts  of  laft  year  -  1,342,853 

Amount  of  intereft  payable  by  the  accounts  of  this  year  1,481,070 

acreafe  of  intereft  payable  an  n  nail y  1 3  8,2 1 7 


Assets  in  India, 

Confining  of  cafh,  goods,  ftores,  &c.  laft  year  -  12,113,923 

Ditto  ditto  by  prefent  ftatemerus  -  -  13,3 72,74.3 


Increafe  of  affets  1,258,83  s 

Dsdud  increafe  of  aftets  from  increafe  of  debts,  the  ftate 
of  the  Company’s  Affairs  in  India  appears  vvorfe  in  this 
view  -  1,032,389 


Home  Accounts, 

Aggregate  amount  of  fales  1802-3  -  ~  9*628,131 

More  than  laft  year  -  -  472,144 

The  fales  of  Company’s  goods  were 

to  a  lefs  amount  -  -  582,439 

Alfo  neutral  property  by  .  153,036 

„  .  ,  '  1  ,  733,49* 

Private  goods  were  more  by  1,207,639 


Difference  as  above 


472,144. 


The  fales  of  the  Company’s  goods  were  eftimated  at  »  5,880,60© 

The  adual  amount  was  .  6,048,028 


Being  more  than  eftimated  by  167,428 


The  receipts  on  the  fales  of  the  Company’s  goods  efti, 
mated  at  •  t  *  -»  -  *  6,500,600 

A  dually 
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Actually  amounted  to  -  6, 972,417' 

Being  more  than  eftimated  -  471,810 

Charges  and  profit  on  private-trade  eftimated  at  -  1  30,007 

Aftually  amounted  to  -  -  - »  172,474 

Exceding  the  eftimate  in  -  -  -  .42,474. 

General  Rejult. — The  balance  of  eafh  eftimated  to  be 

againft  the  Company  on  the  ift.  of  March,  1803  -  1,434,556 

A&ually  proved  to  be  in  their  favour  -  .  1,009,822 

Being  better  than  eftimated  2,444,378 


Which  may  be  attributed  to  the  additional  receipts  on  the 
Bales  of  goods  on  private-trade,  and  on  the  iflue  of 
bonds,  combined  with  the  payments  below  the  efti¬ 
mate  on  account  of  India  and  China,  and  on  feveral 
other  accounts,  alfo  the  protradfion  of  the  liquidation 
of  700,000!.  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank. 

Estimate,  1803-4. 

Receipt  for  the  fale  of  Company’s  goods 
General  Rejult : — Although  the  balance  of  calh  on  the  ift; 
March,  1 803,  was  large,  and  although  the  fmaller  re¬ 
ceipt  on  the  fale  of  goods  is  more  than  made  up  by 
an  expected  payment  from  Government,  the  great  dif- 
burfement  required  for  India  and  China  for  purchafe 
of  inveftment  and  liquidation  of  debt,  and  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  loan  from  the  Bank  are  likely  fo  to  ope¬ 
rate,  that  the  balance  of  cafh,  in  favour  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  on  the  ift  March,  1804,  is  eftimated  to  amount  to 
the  firm  only  of 


6,085,5°© 


89>3  93 


Debts  at  Home. 

On  the  ift  March,  1802  .  _  - 

On  the  1  ft  March,  1803 

* 

Decreafe 


4,822,683 

4,773*886 


4?>797 


Assets  at  Home. 

On  the  ift  March,  1802  - 

On  the  ift  March,  1803  - 

Increafe 


16,802,760 
1 7,440,593. 

637,833 

Adding 
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Adding  the  decreafe  of  debts  to  the  increafe  of /iffets,  the 

improvement  of  the  home  concern  in  the  year  is  -  686,630 


China  and  St.  Helena. 

-  4 

Balance  at  China  laft  year  in  favour  -  1,019,551 

Balance  at  China  by  the  prefent  accounts  -  91,434 

Decreafe  at  China  9‘2  8, 1 1  y 
Balance  at  St.  Helena,  on  the  30th 

Sept.  1800,  in  favour  -  77,852 

Balance  at  ditto,  on  the  30th  Sept. 

1801  in  favour  -  -  78,848 


Net  decreafe  at  China  and  St.  Helena  927,121 


General  Comparison  of  Debts  and  Assets. 


Increafe  of  debts* in  India 
Decreafe  of  debts  at  home 

Net  increafe  of  debts 

Increafe  of  affets  in  India  -  1,258,818 

Increafe  of  alfets  at  home  -  637,833 

/ 

1,896,651 

Deduft,  net  decreafe  of  balance  in 

favour  at  China  and  St.  Helena  927,121 
Net  increafe  of  alfets  - - 


2/291,207 

485797 


2,242,41.0 


969,530 


Deducted  from  the  net  increafe  of  debts,  fhews  the  Hate 
of  the  whole  concern  in  a  worfe  point  of  view  than  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  laft  year,  in  the  fum  of  1,272,880 


Having  gone  through  all  the 
ftatements,  he  obferved,  that  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  gratifying 
than  the  view  thus  exhibited,  of 
the  actual  profperity  and  future 
profpedls  of  our  Eaft*India  fet- 
tlements,  which  were  now  in¬ 
finitely  fuperior  to  what  they  had 
ever  had  been  before,  or  to  what 
belongs  to  any  other  country  on 
the  face  of  the  globe. — Whether 
we  looked  to  its  revenue,  its  com¬ 
merce,  the  value  of  lands,  it  popu¬ 


lation,  or  its  peaceful  Government, 
it  mull  prefent  an  object  of  envy 
to  every  other  nation  in  the  world. 
The  Noble  Marquis,  at  the  head 
of  that  Government,  had  an  op- 
portunity  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  fyftem  of  judicature  adopted 
by  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  and 
from  the  reports  of  the  different 
govenors,  given  in  as  a  ftatifticai 
view  of  the  whole  country,  a  plan 
was  now  effected  which  had  been 
much  improved  by  the  exertions 
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©f  Sir  George  Barlow.  The  judica¬ 
ture  of  the  courts  was  now  equal  tO 
thofe  of  the  other  fettlements,  and 
the  fame  fvdlem  was  extended  to 
mod  of  the  Jaghires  and  Circars. 
Means  were  taken  to  afcertain  the 
value  of  the  other  more  remote 
Englifh  pofleflions,  and  the  fame 
fyftem  pervaded  them  all,  who 
had  their  courts  and  judges  in  the 
fame  regularity  as  thofe  of  Bengal. 
The  Polygars  were  a  very  warlike 
and  interefting  people.  They 
lived  under  a  kind  of  feudal  fyftem, 
which  rendered  them  at  the  fame 
time  both  martial  and  idle.  This 
iv as  increafed  by  their  Treaty  to 
keep  23,000  men  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Company',  But  this  of  late 
had  been  very  advantageoufly  re¬ 
mitted  for  the  fum  of  71,000]. 
per  anumn  in  money.  The  mod 
material  point  was  the  fituation  of 
the  Carnatic,  which  had  under¬ 
gone  a  conliderable  change ;  but 
as  this  was  not  a  time  to  enter 
into  the  merits  of  the  Treaty 
which  annexed  a  part  of  the  Na¬ 
bob’s  pofieflion  to  ours,  he  would 
confine  himfelf  to  that  part  of  the 
fubjeCi,  which  bore  more  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  the  queftion,  in  the 
financial  operations  of  the  meafure. 
]By  the  arrangement  made,  the  net 
revenue  derived  by  the  Company 
this  year,  after  the  payment  of  the 
collection  and  other  expenfes,  was 
3,094,000!.  of  which,  however, 
one- fifth  was  paid  to  the  Nabob  ; 
which,  with  the  payments  to  his 
creditors,  would  amount  to 
6i&,oool.  leaving  to  the  Company 
a  clear  profit  of  228,000!.  By 
this  the  Nabob  pofleffecl  much 
inore  than  he  could  realize  by  his 
own  imperfeCi  fyftem  of  revenue  ; 
for  of  the  immenfe  fums  wrenched 
from  the  inhabitants*  by  comb. 


nued  and  fuccefljve  extortions  defl 
csnding  from  the  prince  to  the 
meaneft  foldier,  only  a  very  fmall 
portion  came  into  the  public 
coffers.  By  the  late  Treaty,  the 
Nabob,  in  ft  end  of  paying  a  fubfidy 
to  the  Company  for  undertaking 
his  defence,  and  that  of  his  ter¬ 
ritories,  which  relieved  him  from 
keeping  a  handing  army  that  was 
a  terror  to  his  fubjeCts  and  him¬ 
felf,  ceded  a  part  of  his  territory 
as  an  indemnification  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  This  ceffion  confided  of 
about  half  his  territory,  the  re¬ 
venues  of  which,  by  the  meritori¬ 
ous  exertions  of  Mr.  Weilefley, 
had  been  improved  from  1,500,000, 
to  2,770,^00 1.  The  Nabob,  at 
the  fame  time,  was  the  riched 
fovereign  in  India,  having  a  clear 
revenue  of  upwards  of  a  million 
fterling  foiely  applicable  to  his 
own  ufe,  and  to  the  comforts  of 
his  family.  Speaking  of  the  Mah- 
ratta  empire,  he  faid  it  mud  be 
always  of  the  greated  importance 
to  us,  as  its  fuperficial  extent  was 
equal  to  that  of  the  poffeflions  of 
the  Company.  It  had  lately  un¬ 
dergone  a  very  great  revolution, 
as  Holkar  had  defeated  the  army 
of  the  Piifhwa,  who  was  himfelf 
obliged  to  fly  from  his  capital,  and 
take  refuge,  under  the  protection 
of  the  Company,  near  Bombay, 
where  he  dill  remained.  The 
current  connexion  between  hint 
and  the  Company  made  it  expedi¬ 
ent  to  afford  him  the  protection  he 
fought  for,  and  on  that  communi¬ 
cation  being  made  to  Holkar,  he 
appeared  fatisfied  to  fubmit  the 
diipute  to  the  Englifh  Govern¬ 
ment.  As  this,  however,  could 
not  be  intirely  relied  upon,  he 
had  further-  to  me*  rion,  that  an 
army  to  fupport  the  lute,  ferance  of 
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the-  Company  was  affembled  and 
prepard  upon  the  coaft,  but  would 
not,  in  all  probability,  be  driven 
to  any  military  operations,  and  at 
ail  events  would  be  attended  with 
little  expenfe,  and  would  not  affed: 
the  general  refill ts  of  the  peace 
eftablifhment.  He  then  concluded 
with  moving  refolutious  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  his  calculations. 

Mr.  Francis,  in  s  long  and  able 
fpeech,  combated  both  the  fabts 
and  refults  advanced  and  deduced 
by  Lord  Caftlereagh,  adverting 
alfo  to  much  which  had  been  faid 
in  former  debates  by  the  lip- 
porters  of  Government,  to  publi¬ 
cations  on  the  fame  fubjebts,  and 
to  the  debates  at  the  India  Houfe  ; 
and  the  official  ftatements  of  the 
Company.  ((  The  abfcual  Hate 
of  the  debts  and  incumbrances  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company, 17  he 
faid,  “  is  a  demonftrative  refuta¬ 
tion,  not  of  the  figures,  bnt  of 
the  practical  refult  and  implied 
promife  of  all  their  calculations 
for  many  years.  On  this  fubjed, 
however,  there  is  at  this  moment 
fpecial  evidence  before  the  Houfe: 

I  mean,  fuch  an  inftanee  of  inac- 
curacy, as,  I  believe,  if  any  thing  can, 
will  guard  the  Houfe  from  giving 
implicit  credit  to  Indian  eflimates 
hereafter.  I  am  far  from  thinking 
that  it  could  have  been  intended. 
The  faft  is,  that,  on  the  8th  of 
March  la  ft,  an  eftimate  was  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  by  the  Court  of 
Directors,  in  which  the  fuppofed 
debt  in  India  is  ft  a, ted  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

The  total  of  debts  on 
the  30  th  April 

1  802,  is  therefore 
eftimated  at  -  17,614,000!. 

On  the  28th  of  April, 
the  real  account 
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was  produced,  by 
which  it  appears 
that  the  fame  debt, 
at  the  fame  period, 
amounted  to  -  19, 965, 700I® 


So  that,  between  the 
eftimate  in  March 
and  real  account  in 
April,  thedi  Terence 
is  no  lefs  than  -  2,3 £  1,700!. 


{c  A  miftake,  or  mifcalculation, 
of  2, 330,0001.  in  eftimating  the 
increafe  of  debts  in  a  lingle  year  is 
quite  enough  for  the  purpofe,  for 
which  I  mention  it,  and  much 
more  than  I  expefted.  The  addL 
tion  made  to  the  Indian  debt,  in 
/'the  two  years  ending  in  April 
1802,  amounted  to  5*325, 337L 
But  are  you  fure  that  this  all  ?  Is 
there  no  arrear  left  ?  Are  all  the 
demands  on  all  the  prefideneies 
afcertained  and  ftated  ?  Be  that 
as  it  may,-  this  formidable  debt  is 
evidently  in  a  courfe  of  rapid  pro- 
greffion.  The  augmentation  of 
eftablithments,  and  expences  of  all 
forts,  keeps  pace  with  the  increafe 
of  your  dominion,  out-runs  that  of 
your  revenue,  and  at  this  diftance 
can  neither  be  reftralned  nor  con¬ 
trolled,  without  an  exertion  of 
vigour  as  great  as  the  difficulty, 
and  a  choice  of  inftruments  equal 
to  the  talk.  In  a  political  fenfe, 
you  have  more  than  you  can 
govern.  In  an  economical  fenfe, 
you  have  more  than  you  can 
manage.  Thefe  and  many  fimi- 
lar  obfervations  were  ftrongly 
fupported  by  Mr,  Jonnftone  and 
Mr.  Prinfep,  the  latter  of  whom 
undertook  to  prove  that  the  re-, 
venue  of  the  Eaft- India  Company 
was  deficient  in  the  fum  of  thres 
Hew  Series,  [O]  millions 
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_  ,  million^  On  bringing  up 
z.  *  the  Report  of  the  Refolu- 
“  nS'5  tions,  Mr.  Prirjfep  re¬ 
turned  tothefufejed,  and  arraigned 
the  cenerai  management  of  the 
Company’s  affairs  ;  but  the  Report 
was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

Some  other  meafures  connected 
with  the  expenditure  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money  may  be  (lightly  noticed. 

. ,  .  An  a<ft  was  pafied,  al- 

rv  arci  tpL0Ug]l  not  without  con- 

a!k,-  fiderable  cppofition,  in- 
1  T11  •  duiging  thofe  planters  of 
St.  Vincent’s  and  Grenada  who 
had  been  favoured  with  loans 
from  Government,  with  further 
time  to  pay  the  refidue  of  the 
money  advanced  to  them,  and  in 
purfuance  of  a  Meffage  from  his 
Majefty,  an  annuity  of  1200I. 
was  fettled  on  Sir  James  Saumarez, 
commencing  from  the  12th  of 
July  1 80 1,  the  day  on  which 
he  rendered  his  Country  fuch  dif- 
tinguilhed  for  vice  and  acquired  to 
bimlelf  immortal  renown  oft  Alge¬ 
bras. 

,  Refide  this  tribute  of 
b 11  compenfation  to  the  merit 
Au  ^  *  of  a  B/itifh  officer,  the 
claims  of  a  foreign  Prir.cc,  a  fuf- 
feref  in  the  general  caufe  of  Europe, 
in  confequence  of  the  extension  of 
French  power,  were  recommended 
to  the  .attention  of  Parliament. 
Lord  Hawkeibury,  adverting  to 
a.  Meffage  from  his  Majefty  on 
the  fubjed  of  a  compenfmion  to 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  obferved 
that  the  obligations  this  country 
owed  to  the  family  of  that  illuf- 
trious  Prince  were  greater  than 
ever  were  due  by  any  country  to 
any  great  family  at  the  head  of  a 
national  Government.  To  prove 
this,  he  would. call  to  the  recollec¬ 
tion  ©f  the  Houfe*  the  uniform 


conduct  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange, 
on  all  occafions,  to  this  country, 
from  the  period  when  we  owed  to  an 
iiluftrious  Prince  of  that  Houfe 
the  prefervation  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion  and  our  liberties,  to  the  pre- 
fent  moment.  Phis  attachment 
had  occafioned  the  Prince  to  lofe 
every  thing  which  belonged  to  him, 
w he t her  a s  fo  ver eign  ty ,  rank , po  w  e r , 
or  private  property.  In  the  nego¬ 
tiation  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
it  was  ftipulated  that  fome  com¬ 
penfation  fhould  be  made  him, 
but  this  flipuiation  had  not  been 
fulfilled,  and  the  only  part  of  the 
agreement  which  had  been  per¬ 
formed,  was  now  again  violated 
by  the  recent  aggreffion  of  France. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  be¬ 
came  the  juft  right  of  the  Prince 
@f  Orange  to  ciaim,  and  the  duty 
of  Mi  Alters  to  propofe,  fome 
alleviation  of  his  diftreffies.  On 
this  ground,  his  Majefty  had  fent 
his  royal  Meffage  to  the  Houfe. 
It  mult  be  recollected,  that,  in  the 
eburfe  of  the  war,  very  eminent 
fervices  were  rendered  to  this 
country  by  the -Prince  of  Orange, 
and  that  a  verv  confide rable  Dutch 

V 

.fleet  was  furrendered  to  England 
in  his  name.  In  the  fubfequent 
negotiation  with  the  Batavian  Go- 
vernment,  for  compenfation  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  it  was  prof¬ 
fered  on  their  part,  if  that 
fleet  was  reflored  ;  this  was  refufed 
by  the  Englifh  Government  ;  a  fad 
which  flrehgthened  the  claims  of 
the  Houfe  of  Orange  to  a  com¬ 
penfation.  The  modes  which  he 
fhouki  propofe,  were  two  ;  either 
to  vote  a  given  fum  as  a  complete 
and  final  indemnity  ;  or  elfe,  a 
frnal!  fum  promptly,  and  another 
by  way  of  annuity.  Ele  fhould 
bimfelf  prefer  the  latter,  as  the 

more 
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more  eligible  mode  ;  and  therefore 
propofe  it  firft,  namely,  afum  of 
6o,eool.  in  money,  and  an  annuity 
of  i6,oool.  By  this  latter  fum, 
he  wifhed  it  to  be  underftood,  that 
all  the  penfions  to  minor  branches 
of  the  family,  for  tlheir  fervices  and 
attachment  to  this  country,  were 
to  be  covered  ;  and  he  concluded 
with  a  motion  to  that  eftedl. 

Mr.  Canning  did  not  refill:  the 
propofal,  but  reproached  Minifters 
with  having  been  the  dupes  of  a 
juggle  between  the  governments 
of  Holland  and  France,  by  which 
the  former  threw  on  the  latter  the 
duty  impofed  by  the  treaty  of 
peace,  of  finding  an  indemnity  for 
the  family  of  the  Stadholder,  and 
France  with  charadteriftic  bad 
faith,  refufed  to  fulfil  the  engage, 
mcnt  file  had  contracted,  Minif¬ 
ters,  he  faid,  fhould  have  infilled 
on  the  ftipulation  being  fully  per¬ 
formed,  before  they  had  furrendered 
the  means  in  their  own  hands,  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  not  then 
given  up,  and  the  iflands  belong¬ 
ing  to  France. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  refilled  the 
propofition  altogether,  pronoun¬ 
cing  it  one  of  the  moil  extraordina¬ 
ry  meafures,  under  the  prefent  ctr- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  that 
ever  was  fubmitted  to  Parliament. 
Fie  thought,  that  fo  far  from  the 
Houfe  of  Orange  having  claims 
iagainlt  this  country,  Parliament 
and  the  people  of  England  might 
have  claims  again'!  it,  having  been 
called  in  as  auxiliaries  only,  in 
order  to  afiift  the  Dutch;  for  the 
Prince  of  Orange  was  the  original 
c.aufe  of  involving  this  country  in 
the  late  war.  In  that  point  of 
view,  as  an  advocate  for  the  people 
of  England,  he  fhould  declare  him- 
Jfejf  hoifije  to  any  claim  of  the  iu- 
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ture  of  that  now  propofed.-.  Once 
encourage  fuch  claims,  and  he  did 
not  know  what  would  be  the  entf 
©f  them.  Was  it  with  a  view  to 
try  the  extent  of  the  generofitv  of 
the  people  *$£  England  ?  For  any 
thing  he  knew,  we  might  perhaps 
be  called  on,  by  and  by,  to  indem¬ 
nify  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  It 
was  impcffible  to  tell  whom  w$ 
might  be  called  on  to  indemnify* 
Such  conduCl  difplayed  a  want  of 
common  prudence  or  decency. 
Minifters  had  not  done  away  anv 
finecures,  or  expunged  a  name  from 
i he  lift  of  penfioners,  and  until  he 
could  read  the  penfion  lift,  without 
difpleafure  or  difguft,  he  could 
never  imagine  that  any  fymptoms 
of  economy  were  difplayed  by 
Government.  He  concluded  with 
this  obfervation;  that  unlefs  he 
could  bring  himfelf  to  be  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  bran  was  the  heft  fub, 
ftitute  which  the  people  of  England 
could  make  ufe  of  for  corn,  and  a 
workhoufe  the  fitted  place  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  refide  in  (which  he  alleged 
the  Minifter  had  once  faid  j  he  could 
never  think  oi  agreeing  to  fuch  a 
delation. 

If  the  Houfe  was  not  indifpMed, 
after  the  argument  of  Mr.  Canning- 
to  queftion  the  propriety  of  the 
vote,  this  latter  fpeeeh  had  no  fuch 
influence  on  them  ;  the  proposition 
of  Lord  Hawk  eft)  Dry  was  agreed 
to,  and  a  bill  framed  and  palled  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Another  expenditure  of 
a  very  moderate  fum  for  a  v 
very  important  purpole  J 
proceeded  from  the  Report  of  tha 
Commitre  for  the  furvey  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  introduced 
to  the  attention  of  Parliament  by 
Mr  Ilaac  Hawkins  Browne.  Ale 
ready,  he  obferyed,  had  the  Houfe 
JTOJ  z  '  loteci 
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voted  to  his  Majedy’S  difpofal  a 
fum  of  20,00  61.  for  the  pupofe 
of  opening  roads  and  erecting 
bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  thereby  facilitating  the 
intercourfe,  improving  the  agricul¬ 
ture,  aiding  the  fifheries,  and  open¬ 
ing  the  inlets  for  improvements  in 
the  manufactures,  commerce,  and 
wealth  of  that  part  of  the  United 
kingdom.  The  meafure  he  had 
now  to  propoCe  was  not  only- of  the 
urmoft  importance  to  that  part  of 
Great  Britain,  but  to  the  general 
commerce  of  the  United  Empire, 
including  Ireland.  The  project 
to  which  he  alluded  was  the  opening 
of  a  navigable  canal  acrofs  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  from  the 
Ealtern  to  the  Wefxern  Sea.  The 
project  might  at  fud  feem,  not 
only  arduous,  but  impracticable ; 
but  it  appeared,  on  a  minute  furvey, 
that  although  ihe  tract  through 
which  this  caaal  was  intended  to 
pafs,  was  extremely  mountainous, 
yet  there  was  a  chain  of  deep  ral¬ 
lies  to  favour  the  operation,  and 
thefe  containing  in  the  line  oi  fifty 
nine  miles  (which  was  to  be  the 
extent  of  the  navigation  from  fea 
to  fea),  thirty-eight  miles  or  lakes 
of  unfathomable  depth,  and  capa-,* 
ble  of  navigating  the  larged  (hips 
in  the  navy  of  England.  The 
remaining  line  to  be  artifici¬ 
ally  cut  was  about  4twenty-one 
miles,  which  it  was  purpofed  to 
make  twenty-feet  deep,  and  of  a 
proportionable  width,  navigable 
for  frigates.  This  work  in  its 
operation,  would  be  attended  with 
much  lefs  difficulty,  and  with  in 
finitely  lefs  expence,  than  the 
Royal  JunClion,  and  many  other 
canals  in  this  country ;  for  the 
highed  point  of  land,  through 
which  this  cut  was  propofed  to  be 


made,  was  but  too  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea,  at  high  water 
mark.  This  canal  would  infare, 
without  rifle  or  uncertainty,  the 
paffage  -  of  the  whole  Baltic  and 
North  Sea  trade  to  the  Iriffi  Chan- 
nelduring  the  fummer  months,  and 
that  probably  in  feven  days,  which 
by  the  prefent  dangerous  naviga-- 
ticn,  round  by  the  Shetland  and 
Orkney  I  (lands,  is  not  generally 
effeCled  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  and  with  the  mod- 
contrary  winds  and  bad  weather, 
enfure  in  twelve  days  that  convey¬ 
ance,  which,  by  the  old  navigation 
can  rarely  be  effected,  under  the 
fame  difadvantages,  in  lefs  than 
three  months,  and  this  with  the 
mod  imminent  rife,  and  frequently 
immenfe  lofs,  not  only  of  valuable 
fhips  and  cargoes,  but  of  the  inedi- 
mahle  lives  of  Britifn  feamen  :  and 
the  whole  expenfe  might  perhaps 
not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  Ioffes 
by  fhipwreck  on  the  average  of 
the  lad  five  years.  For  this  great 
projehl  he  had  been  inftrufted,  as. 
chairman  of  a  feleht  Committee,  to 
move  that  a  fum  not  exceeding 
20, cool,  be  granted  to  his  Majef- 
ty  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  the 
faid  navigation  by  the  way  of 
Fort  William  and  Invernefs.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to,  with  the 
utmod  cheerfuinefs,  by  the  whole 
Houfe. 

During  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  Seflion,  Parliament  was  enga¬ 
ged  in  endeavours  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Clergy,  It  was 
at  firft  found  neceffary  to  continue 
the  redraint  impofed  by  the  former 
Parliament  on  thofe  common  in¬ 
fo  r  m  e  rs  who  had  b  ro  u  g  k  t  pen  ai 
actions  on  the  ftatute  of  Henry 
VIII.  againd  clergymen  for  non- 
refidence  to  an  enormous  amount. 

bir 
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Sir  William  Scott  afterward 
brought  in  a  Bill  for  regulating 
the  reiidence  of  the  Clergy,  and  for 
amending  the  law  refnedfing  their 

O  x  O 

holding  farms,  which  was  di  feu  fled 
with  great  animation,  and  peifeve- 
ra nee  i n  bo tli  Houfes .  After  i t  had 
pa  fled  the  Commons  it  was  amend¬ 
ed  by  the  Lords  in  feme  particulars 
which,  as  they  a  Ah  died  money 
claufes,  obliged  the  lower  Houfe, 
jn  maintamanee  of  their  privilege, 
to  throw  out  the  Bill ;  it  was,  how¬ 
ever,  immediately  re-introduced 
in  its  amended  flate  by  Sir  William 
Scott,  and  Anally  received  the  royal 
afient,  Some  other  meafures  were 
propofed,  but  after  fome  prog  refs 
bad  been  made  in  them,  they  were 
abandoned  till  another  Sefiion. 

For  two  afts  of  great  utility  the 
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public  wtere  indebted  to  the  care 
and  judgment  of  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough.  The  one  was  to  prevent 
frivolous  and  vexatious  arrefts,  by 
making  thofe  plaintiffs  who  ifllied 
writs  for  greater  fu ms  than  were 
really  due  to  them  pay  cofts,  al¬ 
though  they  might  recover  a  ver- 
dift  for  a  fmaller fum.  Theother, 
among  other  valuable  provifions, 
amended  a  grofs  defedl  in  the  fta- 
tute  commonly  called  the  Coven¬ 
try  Aft,  by  fubjefting  to  capital 
purihment  thofe  who  were  guilty 
of  {tabbing,  cutting  or  wounding., 
even  if  they  had  not  lain  in  wait 
for  that  purpofe,  provided  the 
offence  were  committed  under  fuch 
circumftances  that  if  death  had  eru 
fued  it  would  have  been  murder. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

State  o  f  Ireland ;  the  people  fill  agitated  in  fame  meafnre  hy  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics ,  and  by  drench  agents ;  hut  public  tranquillity  preferved  by  the 
moderation  of  Government',  fecret  machinations  ;  arms feisze  din  various  parts 
of  the  Country .  Anger  of  Nap  per  A  andy  at  fome  exprrfjions  ufed  in  debate 
hy  Lord  Pelham  ;  his  Letter  to  that  nobleman  ;  fmilar  offence  given  by  Mr, 
Elliott ;  whom  he  challenges  to  fngle  combat ,  thefe  Letters  treated  with 
contempt ;  effect  intended  to  be  p  roduced  by  them  an  Ireland .  A  fecret 
conf piracy  formed  in  Dublin ;  intimations  received  by  Government  ;  cxplo - 
fan  in  a  houfe  in  Patrick  Street;  the  confpiracy  carried  into  effeR  :  a 
large  mob  colie  Red,  and  a  r?ned  from  the  depots  ;  their  violence  ;  murder  of 
ford  Kilvoarden  and  his  Nephew  ;  a  force  colleRed  to  oppofe  the  injur - 
gents  ;  who  are  dijperfed  veithout  much  difficulty  ;  their  depots ,  plans  and 
leaders  difeovered  ’  Proclamation  of  the  intended  provifonal  Government ; 
their  Addrefs  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin;  Proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieuten¬ 
ant.  Meffage  from  the  King  to  Parliament  refpeRing  thefe  travfaRions; 
Debate  in  the  Houfe  oj  Commons  on  the  motion  for  an  Addrefs  ;  Bill  brought 
in  for  fupfreffug  rebellion  in  Ireland ;  which  pa fes  through  both  Houfes  Jn 
one  fitting.  Motion  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon  for  an  Addrefs  to  the  King  on  the 
State  of  Ireland  ;  which ,  after  a  f  rang  debate ,  is  negatived  without  a 
divifon.  Clofe  of  the  Sefjlon,  Tranquillity  of  Ireland,  Addre/s  fretji 
Sue  ^  Aliens  of  Dublin  to  the  King.  Account  of  fome  principal  perfont 
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engaged  hi  the  late  Con  [piracy  ;  Mr.  Emmett;  Quigley',  Dovodall.  lit* 
formation  obtained  by  Government .  A  f pedal  Commifjion  framed  for  trying 
the  rebels;  Trial  of  Emmett.  Account  of  his  proceedings,  as  then  ctijclo - 
fed ;  his  fpeech  ;  execution;  and  char  after.  Trials  of  Redmond ,  and  Ruff 
fell ;  Quigley  and  Stafford  taken  but  not  proceeded  againfl ;  general  fatisf  ac¬ 
tion  at  the  conduft  of  Government. 


"Ip*  EFORE  the  ciofe  of  this  unit- 
fually  pfotradted  Seffion,  the 
attention  of  Parliament  was  drong- 
!y,  and  uhexpedtedly  called  to  the 
Rate  of  Ireland,  which  was  agita¬ 
ted  by  a  fudden  explofion  cf  popu¬ 
lar  fury  attended  with  an  event* 
equally  horrible  to  humanity,  and 
difgraceful  to  its  perpetrators. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
this  unfortunate  country  would  in 

J 

a  moment  be  reclaimed  from  all 
the  violences,  both  of  condudl  and 
opinion,  which  had  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  rebellion  ;  which  had 
attended  the  difcudions  on  the 
Union  ;  and  which  mud  have  been 
fconfiderably  exafperated  by  the 
introduction  of  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics  to  public  notice,  on  the 
refigoation  of  the  late  minidrv. 
It  was  alfo  known  to  Government, 
that  France,  even  during  the  peace, 
■was  actively  employed  in  thofe 
jneafures  which  file  judged  likely 
to  produce  a  reparation  between 
the  two  countries*  and  to  throw 
Ireland  into  her  power.  YetTuch 
was  the  effedt  of  the  fyflem  of 
moderation,  and  the  truly  conci¬ 
liatory  fpirit  difplayed  in  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  Lord  Lieuten¬ 
ant  and  thofe  who  adted  under  him, 
that  no  ferrous  mifchief  was  appre¬ 
hend  '1,  either  from  domed ic  trai¬ 
tors  or  foreign  intriguers.  Indeed, 
it  was  not  clear  that  thefe  two 
c lades  did  not  in  fome  degree 
counteradi  each  other,  and  create 
a'fehifn  in  the  very  centre  of.  the 
con fpi racy  ,  for  it  was  certain  that 


many  who  would  gladly  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  what  they  confidered 
the  emancipation  of  their  country 
from  the  domination  of  England, 
would  with  equal  vigour  have  ex-, 
erted  themfelves  to  prevent  her 
fubjeclion  to  France*  This  dip 
ferenee  of  opinion  was  not,  how- 

I  * 

ever,  fufficient  to  enfure  the  public 
tranquillity,  or  even  to  prevent  the 
co-operation  of  all  the  difaffedted 
in  the  firft  meafurcs  of  infurrec- 
tion,  fmce,  at  an  early  period,  very 
few  have  didindtly  afcertained 
their  ultimate  objedts,  and  thofe 
few  are  generally  the  mod  corrupt* 
wicked  and  atrocious  of  the  whole 
confederacy. 

Government  had  fome  intima¬ 
tions  of  the  exidence  and  views  of 
thefe  parties  in  tire  early  part  of 
the  year,  but  their  efforts,  on  the 
one  hand,  were  fo  feeble,  or,  on 
the  other,  fo  contemptible,  that  no 
great  exertion  either  of  vigour  or 
caution  would  have  been  judifia- 
ble.  Thus,  in  January,  Govern¬ 
ment  was  apprifed  of  the  feizure  of 
a  condderable  number  of  pikes  in 
the  County  of  Limerick,  and  an 
infurredtion  took  place  a  few  daps 
afterward,  in  which  fome  mifchief 
was  effedfed,  but  it  was  eafily  fup- 
preffed  by  the  exertions  of  the 
yeomanry  and  the  military.  A 
fimilar  fpirit  was  difplayed  in  the 
counties  of  Waterford  and  Tippe¬ 
rary,  but,  although  fome  perfons, 
whofe  apprehenfions  magnified  the 
danger  beyond  its  real  dimenfions, 
were  anxious  to  have  certain  dif- 
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trials  in  thofe  counties  proclaimed 
in  rebellion,  they  were  tranquilli¬ 
zed  with  equal  facility,  by  ordina¬ 
ry  means. 

A?  domeftic  infurreCHons  pro¬ 
duced  fo  little  effect,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  one  of  the  expatria¬ 
ted  traitors  who  bad  found  refuge 
in  France,  to  excite  fome  intereft 
for  hirnfelf  and  his  caufe,  by  an 
attack  on  two  members  of  the 
jBritifh  Parliament,  which  produ¬ 
ced  no  other  efFedt  in  any  portion 
of  the  public  but  that  of  adding  to 
the  difguft  felt  againft  an  avowed 
adfive  rebel,  the  contempt  which 
is  ever  excited  by  prefumptuous 
folly.  The  individual  in  queftion 
was  the  much  known  Napper  Tan¬ 
dy.  In  a  debate  on  the  Bill  for 
laying  a  duty  on  malt,  Earl  Spen¬ 
cer  made  a  fpeech  on  the  flare  of 
the  country,  advifing  the  houfe  not 
to  confent  to  the  palling  of  rhe 
Bill,  unlefs  they  received  from  Mi- 
nifters  more  ample  information 
than  they  yet  had,  on  the  State  of 
the  Nation.  In  the  courfe  of  his 
argument,  Earl  Spencer  obferved 
that  in  confequence  of  the  fears 
which  Minifters  felt  of  the  refen  t- 
ment  of  the  Find  Conful,  one  of 
the  fouled  traitors  that  ever  had 
been  convicted  of  high  treafon, 
had  been  differed  to  efcape  with 
his  life.  Lord  Pelham,  in  anfwer, 
faid,  that  with  refpeCt  to  Napper 
Tandy,  the  fparing  his  life,  after 
conviction  of  high  treafon,  did  not 
arife  from  any  idea  of  either  irri¬ 
tating  or  appealing  the  Fil'd  Con¬ 
ful,  or  from  any  interference  on 
his  part.  He  had  been  given  up 
by  a  northern  date,  (Hamburgh) 
upon  the  local  law  of  that  city, 
and  his  not  being  executed  arofe 
merely  from  its  being  round,  upon 
inquiry  into  fome  circomdances 
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that  had  pafled  refpefling  certain 
communications  made  by  him,  that 
it  would  not  only  have  been  cruel 
bnt  unjud  to  have  executed  his 
fentence. 

This  introduction  of  his  name 
in  a  debate  offended  Mr.  Tandy, 
and  he  expreffed  his  difpleafurc,  in 
a  Letter  publifhed  in  the  French 
newfpapers,  and  addreffed  to  Lord 
Pelha  m,  wherein  he  complained  of 
the  treatment  he  received  from  .the 
Billinfgate  orators  in  both  Houles. 
“  You  have  declared,  or  the  prin¬ 
ter  for  you”  he  proceeded,  “  that 
l  made  clifcoveries  to  Government. 

I  affert  that  that  declaration  is 
falfe.  This  may  appear  to  jour 
ears  not  very  civil  language  ;  but 
it  is  the  voice  of  truth,  and  1  re¬ 
peat,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  a  mean 
and  audacious  falfehood.  I  never 
had  any  re’a  m  nor  correfpon- 
dence  with  your  Government ;  or 
if  I  had,  that  Government  knew 
my  character1  too  well,  to  attempt 
to  make  me  temporize.  Had  you 
been  content  with  faying,  that' 
there  were  particular  circumftances 
in  my  cafe,  you  would  not  have 
fwerved  from  the  truth,  for  you 
know  all,  though  you  have  only 
fuffered  a  part  to  appear.  With 
refpeCt  to  my  life,  I  never  thought 
I  owed  any  gratitude  to  your 
Government  for  it.  I  owe  my  life 
to  the  great  and  generous  people, 
to  the  firft  of  men,  to  the  hero,  to 
the  pacificator,  who  faid,  that  if 
I  fell,  I  fhould  fall  with  eternal 
luff  re.  It  is  for  the  caufe  of  that 
people  that  I  am  ready  to  filed 
the  laft  drop  of  my  blood.  I  can 
recapitulate,  with  fatisfaClion  my 
pall  life,  fpent  in  the  fervffe  of  my 
country,  whilft  I  look  with  pity 
and  contempt  upon  thofe  who,  by 
profti' tuting  themfelves,  have  be  m 
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raifed  to  tire  fbd  offices  of  the.  date. 
1  am  more  proud  of  the  name  of 
French  Citizen,  than  I  fhould  be 
of  the  rank  of  a  titled  (lave  ?” 
and  in  a  fimiinr  if  vie  of  coarfe 
personal  abufe  he  concluded  his 
Letter. 

But  his  complaints  and  his  re- 
fentment  were  not  confined  to 
Earl  Spencer  and  Lord  Pelham. 
In  the  debate  on  the  Addrefs,  Mr. 
Elliott  had  afked  u  Is  the  firft 
Conful  incapable  of  fomenting  dif- 
content  and  difcord  in  Ireland  ? 
Has  he  (hewn  no  tendernefs  for 
JSIapper  Tandy,  a  foul  and  convicted 
traitor  — Incenfed  at  this  lan¬ 
guage,  the  indignant  Napper  wrote 
to  Mr.  Elliott,  through  the  medi¬ 
um  of  the  pod,  requiring  him  to 
name  any  city  on  the  continent  to 
which  he  might  be  willing  to  come 
with  fome  friends  to  meet  the  wri¬ 
ter.  “  You  have  (hewn  yourfeif/5 
he  faid,  in  his  Letter, u  as  deftitute 
of  good  fenfe,  as  you  are  a  If  ranger 
to  politenefs  and  good  manners. 
You  cannot  but  know,  you  who 
pretend  to  fo  much  intelligence 
and  information,  that  Lhold  a  rank 

■;'"A 

in  the  army  of  this  great  and  gener¬ 
ous  nation,  which  lets  me  upon  an 
equality  with  the  proudeft  peer  in 
Great  Britain.  You  know  that  a 
foldier’s  honour  is  dearer  to  him 
than  life.  Yet  with  a  knowledge 
of  thefe  facts,  you  prefumed  to  tar- 
jiifh  my  character,  you  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  fix  (fains  of  infamy  on 
my  name,  which  mud  be  wafhed 
away  in  either  your  blood  or  mine. 
A  French  officer  is  not  to  be  in- 
fulted  with  impunity.  You,  the 
country  which  gave  me  birth,  the 
country  in  whofe  bofom  I  have 
been  adopted,  cannot  but  expect 
that  I  am  not  to  betray  the  honour 


of  the  rank  to  which  I  have  been 
exalted. ”  This  piece  of  audaci¬ 
ous  ribaldry  being  received,  if  re¬ 
ceived  at  ail,  with  deferved  con¬ 
tempt,  the  author  pubiifhed  it  in 
the  Argus,  complaining  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  no  anfvver,  and  this  public 
appeal  being  equally  difregarded, 
he  proceeded,  fometime  afterward, 
to  publifh  another  Letter,  wherein 
he  applied  to  Mr.  Elliott  the  mod 
opprobrious  epithets,  but,  as  if 
determined  that  his  ftupidity  fhould 
(fand  equally  confpicuous  with  his 
impudence  ;  in  this  Letter  he  char¬ 
ged  Mr.  Elliott  with  having  fpo- 
ken  ill  of  h  im  on  an  occafion  where 
he  had  notfpoken  at  all,  transfer¬ 
ring  to  him  the  offence  given  by 
Lord  Pelham. 

The  attacks  of  fuch  a  perfon 
on  members  of  either  houfe  of  the 
Brittfn  Legiflature  are,  in  them- 
felves,  of  no  importance;  what 
judgment  a  traiterous  outcaft 
might  form  on  the  conduct  or  ex- 
prefiicns  of  high  and  honourable 
characters  could  little  affect  their 
interefts  or  their  feelings,  but  the 
malignant  bonds  in  thefe  Letters 
were  intended  to  produce  their 
effect  among  the  few  in  Ireland, 
who  were  dill  Efficiently  milled 
or  infatuated  to  believe  that  from 
a  connexion  with  France,  freedom, 
fafety  and  even  honour  might  be 
derived.  To  them  was  addreffied 
the  aflertion  that  the  writer  owed 
his  fa(ety  not  to  the  clemency  of 
the  Britifh  Government,  but  to 
the  interpofition,  and  the  threats 
of  the  greated  of  mankind,  the 
hero,  the  pacificator ;  for  them  was 
calculated  the  boad  that  a  convict¬ 
ed  traitor,  obtaining  rank  in  the 
French  army,  would  be  allowed  by 
that  Government  to  proclaim  him- 
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felf  to  the  world,  the  equal  of 
Eritifh  peers,  and  the  contemner 
of  Britifh  rank  and  authority. 

To  all  external  appearance,  there 
was  not  the  fligeteft  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  any  efforts  of  an-v 
party  could  be  fuceefsfully  employ¬ 
ed  in  creating  a  commotion  in  Ire¬ 
land.,  The  mildnefs  and  modera¬ 
tion  of  Government  afforded  no 
topics  of  exultation  to  any  party, 
nor  did  they  create  any  apprehenfi- 
onsthat  meafures  of  needlefs  feveri- 
tywould  be  reforted  to.  Political 
and  religious  diftinftions  although 
ftill  maintained,  were  gradually 
ceafing  to  be  the  daily  and  hourly 
fubjefts  of  deputation  ;  the  c aides 
of  reparation,  and  the  incentives 
to  hoftility.  Men  were  recover¬ 
ing  that  frame  and  temper  of  mind, 
which  enables  them  to  purfue  the 
ordinary  bufinefs  of  life,  without 
diflrafting  their  attention,  and  in¬ 
flaming  their  paffions  by  perpetually 
recurring  to  thofe  irreconciieable 
differences  which  formed  theground 
of  endlefs  difputes.  Yet,  in  the 
midft  of  thefe  circumftances,  which 
fo  reafonably  portended  fecurity, 
a  confpiracy  was  formed  for  the 
purpofe  of  creating  a  formidable 
infurreftion,  to  be  followed  by  the 
total  fubverfion  of  Government. 

For  fome  days  previous  to  that 
on  which  the  fatal  expiofion  took 
place,  information  had  been  con¬ 
veyed  to  Government  of  dangerous 
affemblages,  and  of  afts  and  ex¬ 
pressions  of  individuals  tending  to 
juftify  a  fiffpicion  that  fome  effort 
was  intended.  Such  intimations 
mud  neceffarily,  in  the  existing 
ftate  of  Ireland,  have  been  very 
frequent,  and,  on  mod  occafions, 
mud  have  been  properly  confidered 
as  the  druggies  of  individuals  to 
©btapi  notice^  confeejuence  and 


power,  by  rendering  others  odious 
or  fufpefted.  At  the  prefent  time, 
when  there  was  not,  in  any  part  of 
the  country,  or  in  the  metropolis, 
any  appearance  to  warrant  a  belief 
in  a  dangerous  commotion,  it  was 
quite  natural  that  no  great  fenfa- 
tion  fhoukl  be  occafioned  by  vague 
intelligence,  pointing  at  no  per- 
Tons  nor  objefts,  nor  indicating  a  y 
direft  intentions  or  means  of  exe¬ 
cuting  them  :  dill,  as  the  informa¬ 
tion  Teemed  to  be  ferious  and 
friendly,  it  was  fo  far  attended  to, 
that  in  fome  material  pofirions  in 
Dublin,  the  guard  was  doubled. 

An  event  which  probably  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  adoption  of  this 
precaution  occurred  a  week  before 
the  infurreftion.  At  a  houfe  in 
Patrick  Street,  rented  by  one 
John  Mac  Intoib,  an  expiofion  of 
•gunpowder  took  place,  and  it  was 
obferved  that  Mac  Intofh  refufed 
admittance  to  thofe  who  tendered 
their  affidance ;  he  locked  up  the 
premifes,  informing  a  neighbour 
that  the  expiofion  had  been  oc- 
cadoned  by  trying  fome  experi¬ 
ment  connefted  with  the  trade  of 
filk-dyers.  On  the  following 
evening,  however,  a  peace  officer 
went  to  the  houfe,  and  afeertained 
the  expiofion  to  have  been  that  of 
gunpowder  ;  a  parcel  of  which  he. 
found  in  an  unfinifhed  ftate,  and 
fome  fait -pet  re.  He  alfo  found, 
in  a  cheft,  about  fifty  frefh  caff 
mufket  balls,  a  volume  of  Volney’s 
Ruins  of  Empires ;  and  in  the 
houfe  were  about  two  hundred 
pike  handles,  (hotter  than- thofe 
generally  u fed ;  but,  in  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  houfe  he  found  a  parcel  of  bayo¬ 
nets  with  the  fockets  filled  with 
wood,  and  as  if  they  had  been 
fawed  from  oft  the  handles  w  hich 
were  in  the  fifft  houfe.  Mac  In- 
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tofh  abfconded,  but  his  fubfequent 
proceedings  were  afterward  dif- 
covered. 


'  ,  On  the  day  appointed  by" 
iA  the  confpirators  for  the  ex- 
*'  ecution  of  their  fcheme, 
fmall  parties  arriving  continually 
in  the  city  from  the  adjacent  vil¬ 
lages,  filled  all  the  public  houfes 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thomas 
Street.  This  circumftance  was 
not  in  itfelf  calculated  to  create  any 
uneafmefs  in  Government,  or  to 
alarm  the  police,  fince  that  part  of 
the  town  is  c-ompofed  of  (hops 
from  which  the  neighbouring  pea- 


fantry  draw  their  fuppiies,  and  a 
numerous  refort  on  a  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  was  not  an  unufual  circum¬ 
ftance;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Dublin  remained  tranquil,  and 
unfufpicieus  of  the  plans  which 
were  in  agitation. 

"  At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening, 


the  tremendous  intelligence  was 
difclofed,  by  the  firing  of  rockets, 
and  a  difeharge  of  mnlkelry.  Im¬ 
mediately,  about  fifty  armed  per- 
fons  i flfued  from  a  houfe,  which 
with  its  extenfive  premifes  in 
jVIarfhall’s  Alley,  Thomas  Street, 
had  formerly  been  ufed  as  a  rnalt- 
houfe,  but  after  remaining  long 
unoccupied,  was  hired  by  the 
agents  of  this  infurreCIion,  and 
converted  into  a  depot ,  in  which 
with  great  patience  and  fecrcfv, 
they  had  accumulated  mulkets, 
pikes,  clothing  and  gunpowder,  to 
a  confiderable  amount.  The  peo¬ 
ple  without,  immediately  rufhed 
toward  the  place,  and  were  fun- 
plied  with  pikes,  and  directed  to 
ftation  themfejves  in  various  direc¬ 
tions.  1  he  din  and  alarm  fpread 
by  the  hidden  arming  arid  break¬ 
ing  forth  of  fitch  a  mob,  magnified 
the  tenor  of  the  people,  arid  the 


effedl  was  confiderably  aided  by  the 
unufual  darknefs  of  the  night,  fd 
that  their  real  infignihcance  in 
number,  and  apparent  deftitution 
of  defign  or  regular  plan,  were 
not  inftantly  perceived.  The  par¬ 
ties  who  rallied  out  in  various  di¬ 
rections,  compelled  many  whom 
they  met,  to  fall  into  their  ranks 
and  affurae  arms  like  themfelves, 
threatening  that  all  who  did  not 
join  them  that  night,  fnould  be 
treated  as  enemies  the  following 
day-  and  fome  they  actually  dif- 
patched  with  fire  arms  and  pikes. 

Their  moft  confpicuous  and  ill uf- 
trious  victim  was  Lord  Vifcount 
Kil warden,  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
King’s  Bench.  This  excellent 
and  refpeded  nobleman,  being  at 
his  country  feat,  diftant  five  miles 
from  Dublin,  received  an  exprefs 
from  . his  fon,  the  honourable  Colo¬ 
nel  Wolfe,  apprizing  him  of  fome 
threatening  appearances  in  the  City, 
andimmediately  prepared  to  return, 
accompanied  by  his  daughter,  and 
his  nephew,  the  Reverend  Arthur 
Wolfe.  Their  Coachman,  uncon- 
feious  of  danger,  drove  into  Tho¬ 
mas  Street.  The  mob  flopped  the 
carriage,  and  dragging  out  the 
Chief  Juftice  and  his  Nephew, 
maffacred  both  with  their  pikes : 
the  young  lady,  protected,  it  is 
faid,  by  two  rebel  leaders,  on 
horfe-back,  efcaped,  and  was  alrroft 
the  ftrft  who  conveyed  to  the 
Caftle  the  dreadful  intelligence  of 
infer  redd  ion.  While  Lord  Kil- 
warden  was  expiring  under  the 
blows  of  his  ferocious  executioners, 
a  party  of  military  came  to  his 
refeue  ;  hearing  from  them  fome 
threats  of  fummarv  vengeance  io 
be  inflicted  on  the  aflaftins,  he  em¬ 
ployed  his  laft  breath  in  imploring 
that  no  man  might  fuffer  for  the 
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tninfa&ions  of  that  day,  except  Very  fmall  parties  of  foldiers  and 
according  to  due  courfe  of  law.  yeomanry,  and  even  of  the  police. 
The  alarm  being  now  widely  held  bodies  of  ten  times  their  num- 
fpread,  it  was  apparent  that  the  ber  in  check,  and  a  fteady  fire  of 
infurgents  had  loft  the  opportunity  Ihort  continuance,  though  but  from 
for  effeding  any  great  or  fignal  a  few  foldiers,  difperfed  this  mighty 
enterprize.  This  failure  is  faid  to  mafs  of  rebels,  by  whofe  help  their 
have  arifen  partly  from  a  fchifm  leaders  had  fondly  hoped  to  accom- 
among  the  chiefs,  and  partly  from  plifh  the  overthrow  of  the  Britifh 
their  want  of  control  over  their  Government  in  Ireland.  The 
adherents.  It  was  recommended  lower  order,  in  theirretreat,  carried 
on  one  part,  that  no  efforts  fhould  off  the  bodies  of  their  killed  and 
be  made  till  one  o’clock  in  the  wounded  alfociates,  while  the  in- 
morning;  bur  this  plan,  although  ftigators  of  this  ill-contrived  and 
eligible  in  itfelf,  was  fubjeft  to  in-  fanguinary  commotion,  fled  where 
fuperable  difficulties;  the  continu-  guilt  or  fear  directed  their  fteps, 
ance  of  fo  many  people  in  the  public  purfued  and  foon  overtaken  by 
houfes  to  fo  late  an  hour,  mull  juftice. 

have  occailoned  fufpicion,  and  their  The  activity  and  fagacity  of  the 
tonverfation  when  inflamed  with  police  fpeedily  detected  the  depots , 
liquor,  muft  have  led  to  difeo-  the  plans  and  the  refources  of  the 
very.  confpirators  ;  and  government  dif- 

They  who  recommended  the  covered,  with  aftonifhment,  how 
earlier  hour,  intended  that  their  much  labour,  felffidenial,  fecrefy 
followers  fhould  march  immediate-  and  induftry  had  been  employed 
ly  agaiuft  the  Caftle,  but  the  diftri-  for  a  long  fpace  of  time  in  bringing 
bution  of  arms,  and  the  difper-  the  projed  to  maturity.  In  one 
lion  of  the  mob,  in  various  direc-  of  their  chief  depots  in  Dirty  Lane, 
tions,  in  purfuit  of  blood  and  plun-  were  found  10,000  pikes,  a  large 
der,  prevented,  for  a  long  time,  number  of  hand  granades  formed 
any  combined  or  effective  move-  of  bottles  filled  with  powder,  and 
ment.  When  it  became  evident  to  which  a  fufe  was  fixed.  By 
that  the  military  were  in  motion,  means  alfo  of  acthefive  matter, 
efforts  were  made  to  prevent  their  bullets,  rufty  nails,  and  other  ma- 
affembling  by  murdering  indivi-  terials  of  death  were  adapted  to  be 
dual  officers  and  yeomen  as  they  thrown  in  at  windows,  oramongft 
were  repairing  to  their  polls,  and  any  loyal  body  of  people,  collected 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  for  the  purpofe  of  felf-defence. 
Manfion  Houfe,  was  furprized.  This  depot  alfo  contained  bread, 
and  plundered  of  a  confiderable  porter,  bifeuit  and  other  provifions, 
quantity  of  arms.  The  main  body  adapted  for  a  large  body  of  men, 
of  infurgents  was  then  collected  in  together  with  a  number  of  machines 
High  Street,  with  the  apparent  formed  of  planks,  thickly  fet  with 
intention  of  attacking  the  Caftle,  large  fpikes,  to  impede  the  progress 
but  when  the  military  began  to  of  cavalry  in  the  ftreets.  On  the 
ad,^rhe  inability  of  a  mere  mob  banks  of  the  river  at  a  place  called 
to  withftand  ferious  and  regular  the  coal  Quay,  a  fecond  depot  wag 
oppofition  was  foon  evident,  found. 


In  the  apartment,  where 
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it  was  difccvvered,  the  waipfcoat 
had  been  removed  to  a  considerable 
diftance  from  the  wall,  and  con- 
ftrudted  fo  as  to  move  J ike  a  hi¬ 
ding  door.  Behind  this  was  found 
an  immenfe  collection  of  pikes  and 
other  weapons.  In  many  parts  of 
the  city,  chiefly  in  vacant  grounds, 
and  againft  what  are  termed  dead 
walls,  boxes  of  pikes  were  difcover- 
ed,  formed  fo  exactly  as  to  refera¬ 
ble  logs  of  timber  ;  their  fituation 
and  contents  being  well  known  to 
the  difaffetked,  A  quantity  of 
clothing  was  alfo  taken  at  Bridge- 
foot-ftreet,  and  in  Smithfield ; 
among  which  was  a  mo  ft  magni¬ 
ficent  fuit  of  green  and  gold,  in¬ 
tended  for  a  rebel  Chief. 

The  papers  found  at  the  depots 
not  only  pointed  out  the  leaders 
in  the  eonfpiracy,  of  whom  men¬ 
tion  will  be  made  hereafter,  but 
alfo  the  places  in  the  country 
which  were  confidered  likely,  or 
where  preparation  was  made  for  a 
fimilar  effort,  and  thus  enabled 
Government  to  fruiVrate,  or  to  re¬ 
pel  with  the  leaft  difficulty,  the 
premeditated  attempts. 

The  mo  ft  important  of  the  pa¬ 
pers  found  at  the  depots  of  the 
Rebels,  was  a  proclamation  or  ma- 
oifefto  of  the  intended  proviftonal 
Government  to  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land,  of  which  a  draft  was  dif- 
covered  in  the  hand  writing  of  one 
of  their  principal  leaders,  and  a 
great  many  printed  copies.  This 
production,  which  is  long,  heavy, 
and  not  in  a  good  popular  ftyle,  is 
remarkable  in  feveral  particulars. 
The  writer  extols  himfelf  and  his 
abettors  on  having  organized  their 
fyftemduring  thelaft  eight  months, 
at  the  clofe  of  internal  defeat,  and 
without  the  hope  of  foreign  a iii fi¬ 
ance  ;  the  plan  too,  had  been  con- 


duffed  with  a  tranquillity,  mifta- 
ken  for  obedience,  which  neither 
the  failure  of  a  fimilar  attempt  in 
England  had  retarded,  nor  the 
renewal  ofhoftilities  had  accelera¬ 
ted.  All  hope  of  foreign  aid 
was  declaimed,  but  England  was 
cautioned  not  to  drive  the  provi- 
fional  government  beyond  the 
bounds  of  reparation  to  thofe  of 
national  antipathy.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  new  fangled  govern¬ 
ment  declared  their  refolution  to 
eftablifh  a  free  and  independent  re¬ 
public  in  Ireland  :  that  the  purfuit 
of  this  objeCt  they  would  relinquifh 
only  with  their  lives :  that  they 
would  never,  unlefs  at  the  exprefs 
call  of  their  country,  abandon 
their  poft,  until  the  acknowledge, 
merit  of  its  independence  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  England ;  and  that 
they  would  enter  into  no  negotia¬ 
tion  (but  for  exchange  of  prifoners) 
with  the  Government  of  that  coun¬ 
try  while  a  Britifh  army  remained 
in  Ireland.  In  another  part  of 
the  manifefto  were  thefeexpreffions, 
ufed  as  an  inducement  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  abftain  from  the  maffacre 
of  thofe  who  might  fall  into  their 
power.  “  The  nation  alone  pof- 
feffes  the  right  of  punifhing  indi¬ 
viduals,  and  whofoever  fh all  put 
another  perfon  to  death,  except  in 
battle,  without  a  fair  trial  by  his 
country,  is  guilty  of  murder.  The 
intention  of  the  proviftonal  govern¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  is  to  claim  from  the 
Englifh  Government  fuch  Irifhmen 
as  have  been  fold  cr  tranfported  by 
it  for  their  attachment  to  freedom ; 
and,  for  this  purpofe,  it  will  re¬ 
tain  as  hoftages  for  their  fa fe  re¬ 
turn, fuch  adherents  of  that  Govern¬ 
ment  as  fhall  fall  into  its  hands* 
It  therefore  calls  upon  the  people 
to  rcfpeCt  thofe  hoftages,  and  to 
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recoiled,  that  in  fpilling  their 
blood,  thev  would  leave  their  own 
countrymen  in  the  hands  of  their 
enemies.”  But  left  this  d'eluftve 
fhew  of  moderation  fhould  cool 
the  ardour  of  any  fang'u inary 
votary  of  rebellion,  another  part 
of  the  manifefto  held  out  thefe 
profpefts.  iS  We  war  not  againft 
property  ;  we  war  againft  .no  re¬ 
ligious  fefl  ;  we  war  not  againft 
pa  ft  opinions  or  prejudices;  we 
war  againft  Ertglifh  dominion. 
Wre  will  not,  however,  deny  that 
there  are  fome  men,  who,  not  be- 
caufe  they  have  {up-ported  the 
Government  of  our  oppreftbrs,  but 
becaufe  they  hare  violated  the 
common  laws  of  morality,  which 
exift  alike  under  all  or  under  no  go¬ 
vernment,  have  put  it  beyond  our 
power  to  give  to  them  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  government;  We  will  not. 
hazard  the  inflence  we  may  have 
with  the  people,  and  the  power 
it.  may  give  us  of  preventing  the 
exceffes  of  revolution,  by  un¬ 
dertaking  to  place  in  tranquillity 
the  man  who  has  been  guilty 
of  torture,  free  quarters,  rape  and 
murder,  by  the  fide  of  the  fufferers 
or  their  relations ;  but  in  the 
franknefs  with  which  we  warn 
thefe  men  of  their  danger, 
let  thofe  who  do  not  feel  that 
they  have  paffed  this  boundary 
of  mediation,  count  on  their 
fafety.” 

J 

There  was  alfo  an  Add refs  to 
the  citizens  of  Dublin,  and  a  de¬ 
cree  intended  as  a  fpecimen  of  the 
government  to  be  exercifed  by 
the  new  rulers  of  the  projected 
free  and  independent  Republic. 
All  tythes  were  to  be  abol idled  for 
ever,  and  church-lands  were  de¬ 
clared  the  property  of  the  nation. 
No  transfers  of  land,'  bonds,  de¬ 
bentures  or  public  Iccuri ties  were 


to  take  place  till  the  national  go¬ 
vernment  Siould  be  organized. 
Iri'fh  Mditia,  yeomen,  or  Voltm^ 
teer  corps  found  in  arms,  after 
fourteen  days,  were  to  be  tried  as 
rebels  by  a  Court  Martial,  and 
punifhed  with  death,  if  it  fo  ihould 
pleafe  the  provifional  govern¬ 
ment.  Stores  and  {hips  taken  from 
theEnglidi  were  tobeequally  divi¬ 
ded  among  the  captors,  except  that 
widows  and  near  relatives  of  thofe 
who  fliould  die  fighting  for  liber¬ 
ty,  Hi  011  Id  have  a  double  Hi  are. 
There  were  many  other  regulations 
in  this  childish  farrago,  and, 
among  the  reft,  a  provifton  for 
electing  a  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
be  compofed  of  three  hundred 
Members,  of  whom  Cork  County 
and  City  were  to  return  thirty- 
four,  Down  ftxteen,  Dublin  County 
four.  City  fourteen,  Tyrone 
fourteen,  and  Tipperary  thirteen* 
The  town  of  Belfaft  was  to  re¬ 
turn  one  Member,  the  City  of 
Waterford  two. 

Confidering  that  no  individual 
in  Ireland,  of  diftinyuifhed  rank  or 
great  property,  was  found  to  be 
connefted  with  thfs  confpiracy,  it 
would  be  matter  of  wonder,  (if  the 
ftatement  that  the  leaders  had  no 
aid  from  foreign  powers  could 
be  credited,)  that,  during  fo  long 
a  period,  fo  much  activity  and 
fecrefy  fliould  have  been  employed, 
and  fo  great  an  expence  defrayed 
as  muft  have  attended  all  thefe 
meafures.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
France,  the  only  foreign  power 
which  could  lend  effectual  ailift- 
ance  to  fuch  a  project,  fhould  have 
confided  the  means  of  executing  it 
to  confpirators  fo  rafh,  fo  fhaliow, 
and  fo  little  endowed  with  talenc 
or  wifdom,  as  thofe  who  were  en_ 
gaged  in  this.  The  fatfts  whic^ 
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were  afterward  difclofed  on  the 
trials  of  the  rebels  will  beft  tend 
to  elucidate  this  point. 

,  On  the  day  after  the 
infurredtion,  the  Lord 
'  Lieutenant  iffued  a  Procla¬ 
mation  offering  a  reward  of  icool. 
fterling,  for  each  of  the  firffc  three 
perfons  who  fhould  be  apprehended 
and  convidled  of  dabbing  Lord 
Kilwarden  or  his  nephew,  and 
commanding  the  ufe  of  every  exer¬ 
tion  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the 
City,  the  protection  of  loyal  fub- 
jedts,  and  the  difarming  of  rebels. 
,  Another  Proclamation  or- 

5  *  dered  the  military  to  exert 
their  utmoft  energy  in  difpcrfing 
rebellious  infurredtions,  for  which 
purpofe  they  were  empowered  to 
attack  all  collections  of  armed  re¬ 
bels  wherever  found,  and  to  do 
military  execution  on  all  fuch  as 
they  fhould  find  in  arms.  The 
yeomanry  were  alfo  ordered  on 
permanent  duty,  and  a  reward  of 
50I.  each  was  proclaimed,  for  the 
difcovery  of  the  firft  hundred  per¬ 
fons  engaged  in  the  infurredlion  of 
the  23d. 


„  ,  Thefe  events  were  ccm- 
2  t  *  municated  to  Parliament 
by  a  Meffage  from  his  Majefty, 
on  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  an  immediate 
Addrefs.  Government,  he  faid, 
had  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  contamination  of  principles 
which  had  produced  in  former 
years  the  calamities  of  rebellion 
in  Ireland  had  been  completely 
done  away  ;  that  the  experience 
of  the  bleffings  which  had  been 
already  enjoyed  in  that  country, 
fnce  the  period  to  which  he  al- 
Jpded,  under  the  wife  meafures 
which  were  then  adopted  for  the 
purpofe  of  quelling  the  foirit  of 


infurre&ion  which  was  then  tefti* 
fied ;  and  further,  the  experience 
which  the  world  had  already  had  of 
all  thofe  views  of  revolution  and 
French  principles  of  military  def, 
potifm,  would  have  operated  upon 
thofe  who  were  bafe  enough  to 
join  in  rebellion  againft  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  country  ;  but  thefe 
flattering  hopes,  had  been  difap, 
pointed  to  a  great  degree.  “  The 
great  majority  of  the  people  in 
Ireland/'  he  proceeded,  “  are 
equally  unanimous  in  refpedt  to  the 
defence  of  their  country,  are 
equally  loyal  to  their  King,  and 
equally  anxious  tbfupport  the  pre- 
fent  happy  Ccnftitution,  with  thofe 
inhabiting  this  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  crime  of  high  trea* 
fori  mull,  therefore,  be  peculiarly 
aggravated,  when,  a  fpirit  of  diff 
affedfion  and  diiloyalty  is  mani- 
fefted  at  the  very  moment  we  are 
employed  in  planning  meafures, 
and  adopting  the  moft  prudent 
cautions,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  fupporting  our  moft  excellent 
Conftitution.”  When  the  prefent 
queftion  was  difpofed  of,  the  Mi- 
nifterfai'dhe  would  lay  before  the 
Houfe  information  concerning  the 
particular  inftances  of  infurredlion 
contained  in  the  Proclamation 
iffued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
Parliament,  he  added,  had  a  right 
to  expedl  the  admiration,  the 
thanks  and  the  gratitude  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  virtuous  and 

j 

loyal  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  for  their  adiivity  and 
exertion  on  all  fuch  critical  occafi* 
eyas,  in  order  to  reftore  tranquillity. 

The  motion  and  fpeech  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave 
rife  to  a  debate  in  which  Mr, 
Windham,  Dr.  Laurence  and  Mr, 
Chapman  cenfured  the  proceedings 
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of  Government,  It  might  be 
reckoned  refpeXful  to  the  Crown, 
Mr*  Windham  obfervcd,  to  make 
a  fmall  interval  of  time 
between  his  Ma jelly’s  MelTage 
and  the  Addrefs  ;  becaufe  it  tefti- 
fied  more  ftrongly  that  degree  of 
attention  which  Parliament  paid 
to  it.  If  the  bare  ftatement  of 
meafures,  without  difclofure  of  in¬ 
formation,  were  fufficient  to  war¬ 
rant  the  motion  for  an  Addrefs, 
then  it  would  be  thought  unbe¬ 
coming  in  Parliament  even  to 
enter  into  any  minute  confideration 
of  a  Meffage,  previous  to  its 
adopting  an  anfwer  to  be  returned 
to  his  Majefty.  When  Parlia¬ 
ment  Ihould  have  fomething  more 
than  this  general  communication 
of  a  Rebellion  having  broken  out 
in  Ireland,  many  different  re¬ 
flexions  might  arife  out  of  the. 
particulars,  in  regard  to  what  the 
Houfe  ought  either  to  fay  or  do. 
Was  it  an  eafy  matter  to  fay,  that 
Ireland  had  been  furprized  by  an 
open  Rebellion  or  infurreXion 
having  broken  out,  that  Govern¬ 
ment  had  been  fo  ignorant  of  their 
danger  that  even  the  Capital  of 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
had  been  almoft  wrefted  from 
them  by  means  of  that  Rebellion  ? 
Were  not  thefe  points  on  which 
the  Houfe  would  wifh  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  before  they  could  think  of 
adopting  any  final  anfwer  to  fuch 
a  communication  ?  Such,  however, 

,  being  all  the  information  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  to  procure  on  the  fub- 
jeX,  previous  to  \oting  an  Ad¬ 
drefs,  the  Houfe  was  precluded 
from  all  opportunity  of  entering 
into  the  confideration  of  the  fub- 
jeX.  Nor  would  Mr.  Windham 
admit  that  Ireland  was  likely  to 
return  to  immediate  tranquillity. 


He  could  not  conceive  it  poffible, 
except  by  the  interference  of  fome 
miracle,  that  the  peafants  of  that 
country,  whofe  minds  were  lately 
fo  agitated,  and  whofe  hands  were 
employed  in  forging  pikes  for  the 
deftruXion  of  all  the  loyal  inhabi¬ 
tants  within  their  reach,  fhould, 
all  of  a  fudden,  be  converted  into 
the  very  contrary  defcription  of 
men,  and  become  perfeXly  loyal 
and  peaceable  fubjeXs.  Minifters 
were  cenfured  for  being  in  fuch  a 
ftate,  that  the  capital  of  Ireland 
had  nearly  been  f  rprized,  and  the 
Governmen  overthrown,  without 
their  having  {hewn  any  knowledge 
of  the  plots  in  agitation,  or  adopt¬ 
ed  any  meafures  for  preventing 
them.  If  the  Addrefs  was  at 
prefent  agreed  to,  it  fhould  be  done 
only  pro  forma ,  and  then  the  mat¬ 
ter  taken  into  confideration  and 
deliberate  difcufiion. 

This  propofal  was  vehemently 
cenfured  by  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  ;  the  meafures  of 
Government  were  defended  by 
Lord  Hawkefbury  with  a  warmth, 
which  expofed  him  to  forne  ani- 
madverfion,  and  by  Lord  Caftle-* 
reagh,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Arch- 
dall  and  fome  other  Members, 
after  which  the  Addrefs  was  voted 
without  a  divifion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  then  produced  the  Proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  which 
having  been  read,  he  obffrved,  that 
although  it  did  not  contain  in  ' 
detail  all  the  information  necef- 
fary  to  warrant  the  meafure  he 
was  about  to  propofe,  Pill  it  dated 
the  exigence  of  a  dangerous  con- 
fpiracy,  at  a  time  when  it  was  the 
avowed  defign  of  the  enemy  to 
invade  the  country,  and  when 
Parliament  was  about  to  Lparate; 
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and  he  a  flared  the  Haufe  that  the 
Proclamation  did  not  contain  all 
the  information  poffened  by  Go¬ 
vernment,  which,  at  the'  prefent 
'moment,  it  would  be  highly  im¬ 
proper  to  difciofe.  Although  it 
had  been  dated  by  an  ,  eminent 
authority,  that  attempts  to  re¬ 
form  by  the  bayonet  fhould  be 
met  with  the  bayonet,  he  was 
always  defirous  to  call  in  the  law, 
to  prevent  recourfe  to  violent  mea¬ 
sures.  He  fhould  therefore,  not 
without  reluctance,  propofe  a  Bill, 
calculated,  according  to  its  title, 
to  fupprefs  Rebellion,  and  protect 
the  perfons  and  property  of  his 
Majefty’s  faithful  fubjeCts  in  Ire¬ 
land.  The  means  by  which  this 
purpofe  was  to  be  effected  were, 
that  wherever  perfons  fliould  be 
found  in  aCtual  Rebellion,  power 
fliould  be  given  to  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant  to  direct  that  Courts  Mar¬ 
tial  fhould  be  called  for  their  im¬ 
mediate  trial.  What  the  Minifter 
wifhed  was,  to  give  a  power  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  fhould 
not  difturb  the  ordinary  admi- 
niftration  of  juft  ice,  but  by  which, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fuppreffing  Re¬ 
bellion,  thofe  who  were  taken  in 
arms  againft  the  Government 
fhould  be  liable  to  be  tried  by  a 
Military  Court.  If  the  Houfe 
fhould  adopt  this  motion  he  would 
follow  it  up  with  one  for  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  Act.  The  intent  of  this  Bill, 
he  faid,  was,  that  perfons  might 
be  committed  by  civil  procefs, 
without  any  Court  Martial. 

Refpedting  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
pofed  meafures  on  thefe  explana¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Addington  adverted  to 
the  hands  in  which  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  powers  were  to  be  placed. 
i(  During  the  laft  two  years, '*  he 


Hid,  f‘  I  have  the  GtisfaCtion,  an- 
ftng  from  public  and  perfonal  con- 
flderation,  of  {taring,  that  not  a 
breath  has  been  uttered,  or  a  word 
fpoken,  which  has  called  in  quef- 
tion  the  moderation,*  wifdom,  and 
firmnefs  of  the  government  of  Ire¬ 
land.  Under  circumftances  of  the 
utmoft  difilculty,  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Hardwicke  has  been  marked 
with  no  lefs  moderation  than  pru¬ 
dence.  Immediately  after  the 
fig  nine  of  the  Preliminaries  of 
Peace,  when  the  ftatutefor  martial 
law  was  in  force,  and  when  he 
was  encouraged  by  the  timid,  and 
urged  by  many  enlightened  men, 
to  have  recourfe  to  it,  Lord  Hard¬ 
wicke  laid  it  afide,  and  refufed 
to  exercife  the  powers  and  autho¬ 
rities  the  Act  gave  him.  When -the 
Treaty  of  Amiens  was  figned.  Lord 
Hardwicke  thought  the  danger 
the  law  provided  againft  did  not 
exift,  and  determined  to  give 
to  the  people  the  benefit  of  the 
eftablifhed  forms  of  the  country. 
The  noble  Lord  who  prefided  over 
the  law  department,  concurred  in 
the  fame  conduct,  and  it  was  the 
difpofition  of  the  Irifh  government 
to  adhere  to  the  genuine  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Irifh  conftitution.  In 
fuch  hands,  therefore,  great  pow¬ 
ers  might  be  placed,  without  any 
fufpicion  of  their  being  abufed. 

In  the  conclulion  of  this  fpeech, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
made  a  comparifon  between  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr. 
Windham,  in  terms  which  drew 
from  the  latter  an  explanation  of 
his  objections  to  the  pafling  a 
meafure  of  fuch  importance,  with¬ 
out  more  information  than  could 
be  derived  from  the  Proclamation 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenanr,  or  the 
afTertion-of  Minifters,  and  he  made 
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feme  pointed  obfervations  on  the  country  was  a  fource  of  joy  to 
eulogies  which  palled  between  Mr.  every  loyal  mind,  but  the  joy  of 
Addington  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  an  Irifhman  was  conflderably  al- 
This  gentleman  retorted  with  his  layed  by  the  reflection  that  fo  many 
4ifual  keennefs,  and  a  debate  was  of  his  countrymen  were,  by  the 
maintained  for  a  fhort  time  ;  but  oppreflion  they  endured,  by  the 
in  conclufion,  the  Bills  were  brought  wretched  poverty  they  differed, 
in,  and,  at  the  fame  fitting,  went  damped  in  iheir  ardour  for  the 
through  all  their  ftages,  and  were  public  fecurity,  if  not  altogether 
carried  to  the  Lords ;  their  dura,  alienated  in  their  affe&ions  for  the 


tion  being  limited  to  fix  weeks 
after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Selfion. 

In  the  Upper  Houfe,  the  Addrefs 
to  his  Majefty  was  voted  with- 


Britifh  Government.  To  remedy 
this  misfortune  a  radical  reform 
was  neceffary.  He  demanded  from 
the  liberality  of  Parliament,  the 
execution  of  the  promifes  made 


out  oppofltion,  on  the  motion  of  to  the  Catholics  at  the  time  the 
Lord  Hobart,  fupported  by  feme  Union  was  in  agitation.  The 
obfervations  from  the  Earl  of  Lime-  people  of  England  enjoyed  the 
rick,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  his  privileges  of  the  Conftitution  and 
fpeech,  recommended  that  all  dif-  the  advantages  and  profits  of  in- 


fin&ions  between  the  Militias  of 
.England  and  Ireland  fhould  be 
abolifhed,  and  each  ferve  indiffer¬ 
ently  in  all  parts  of  the  United 


duflry,  to  both  which  the  people 
of  Ireland  were  almoft  intire 
Grangers ;  for  the  Revolution  of 
1688,  which  gave  liberty  to  the 


Kingdom.  The  Bills  fent  up  from  former,  cramped  the  induftry  of 
the  other  Houfe,  paffed  imme-  the  latter,  and  laid  the  foundation 
diately  through  all  their  flages  of  the  dilcords  which  had  fince  de- 
without  oppoiition,  and,  the  next  folated  that  unhappy  country.  He 
day,  they  received  the  royal  af-  admitted  that,  under  the  beneficent 
...  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  the 

1  ith  Diflatisfied  that  the  infor-  greater  part  of  the  penalties  which 
mation  which  was  required  difgraced  the  Statute  Books,  as 
from  Government  had  not  applying  to  the  difference  ofrelL 
been  afforded,  Mr.  Hutchinfori,  gious  fentiments,  had  been  expun- 
purfuant  to  a  notice  he  had  given,  ged,  but  fomethmg  ft  ill  rema'ned 
moved  for  an  Addrefs  on  the  fub-  to  be  done.  So  long  as  any  part 
jeft.  In  introducing  this  motion,  of  this  vicious  fyftem  was  fuffered  1 
he  began  by  ftating  how  material  to  exift,  he  was  fully  perfuaded  it 
it  was,  in  the  prefent  juncture,  to  would  be  idle  to  calculate  on  the 
enable  his  Majefty  to  avail  him-  peace  of  Ireland,  or  to  look  for 
felf  of  all  the  refources  which  every  harmony  or  happinefs  among  the 
part  of  the  empire  was  capable  of  people;  fo  long  as  this  anomaly 
affording,  and  how  defirable,  it  in  the  hiftory  in  Government  pfo 
therefore  was,  to  put  Ireland  in  vailed,  that  the  minority  of  the 
fuch  a  fituation,  as  to  render  people  fhould  be  authorifed  to  lord 
her  natural  ftrength,  her  wealth,  it  over  the  majority,  and  that  this 
and  population  available  for  the  fuperiority  of  power  fhould  be 
common  fafety  of  the  empire.  *~rhe  veiled  in  perfons  of  the  loweft  clafs 
unanimity  which  appeared  in  this  over  thofe  of  a  much  higher*  merc- 
Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol.  Ill,  NewSerjes,  [PI  v  ly 
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ly  on  this  ground,  that  this  majo-  motion  ;  enormities  which  were 
rity  had  too  much  honefty  to  aft  equalled,  if  not  exceeded,  under 
againft  their  convi&ion,  that  they  flmilar  circumftances,  in  other 
■would  not  bafely  profefs  fentiments  countries,  and  very  recently  in 
of  religion  which  they  did  not  feel,  this,  when  the  paflions  had  not  f© 
The  refidence  of  the  land  owners  much  caufe  to  be  inflamed,  yet  the 


in  Ireland,  ought  by  fome  means 
to  be  enforced,  at  leaft  fome  branch 
of  each  family.  Miniflers  might 
depend  upon  it,  that  unlefs  a  very 
liberal  plan  was  adopted  for  the 
government  of  Ireland,  that  coun¬ 
try  would  be  mangled  by  the  moll 
fatal  dxvifions,  to  which  the  empire 
itfelf  might  ultimately  become  a 
prey.  That  any  part  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen  could  be  fo  deluded  as  to 
truft  to  the  profefiions  of  fuch  a 
tyrant,  as  Bonaparte,  or  count 
upon  any  good  to  their  country 
through  his  interference,  was  to 
him  a  flource  of  the  moll  fincere  re¬ 
gret,  but  of  this'  delufion  he  trailed 
that  the  benevolent  interpoiition 
of  the  Houfe  would  cure  them  ; 
thatdnterpofition  which  humanity 
and  policy  fliould  urge  them  to 
make,  in  order  to  proteft  from 
bloodflied  a  body  of  men  who  had 
the  ftrongefl  claims  to  their  kind- 
nefs ;  who  were  their  fellow -f^b- 
jefts  for  now  above  fix  hundred 
years;  who  had  fought  their  battles ; 
who  had  contributed  to  eftabliih 
their  ilrength  and  confequence,  and 
who  were  thill  capable  of  alibiing 
in  the  defence  of  that  ilrength  and 
confequence,  if  they  were  only 
treated  with  equity,  if  the  natural 
resources  of  the  country  were  pro¬ 
perly  nurtured.  1  he  advantages, 
which  it  poflefled  from  nature, 
were  generally  known,  and  the 
cha rafter  of  its  inhabitants  was 
cileemed  wherever  it  was  known  ; 
for,  of  whatever  enormities  fome 
of  its  infatuated  people  might  have 
been  guilty  in  times  of  civil  com- 
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reputation  of  Irifhmen  for  huma¬ 
nity,  fortitude,  high  honour,  and 
the  moil  exteniive  talents,  could 
not  be  quefeioned,  nor  were  they 
excelled  in  any  nation  under  Hea¬ 
ven,  not  even  in  thofe  which  boaft 
the  greateft  wealth  and  power,  and 
which  are  the  moil  felfiihly  con¬ 
ceited.  It  might  be  faid  that 
Miniflers  had  in  contemplation  to 
bring  forward  a  better  fyflem  for 
Ireland,  but  that  it  was  not  yet 
prepared.  The  cafe,  however, 
did  not  admit  of  delay ;  and  here 
he  took  occaflop  to  condemn  the 
procrailination  which  had  fo  long 
diftinguiihed  Miniflers  on  this 
fubjeft.  The  Honourable  Member 
proceeded  to  deferibe  the  happy 
confequences  which  would  refult 
from  the  appointment  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  the  Lord  Lieutenancy 
of  Ireland.  If  his  Majefty  would 
give  this  farther  proof  of  his  paren¬ 
tal  attachment  to  his  I rifh  fubjefts, 
and  his  Royal  Highnefs  would 
condefcend  to  accept  of  it,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  his  charafter,  which 
was  in  ftill  higher  eftimation  than 
his  high  rank,  would  excite  a  degree 
of  unparalleled  enthufiafm  through¬ 
out  ail  Ireland.  Thepeople  would 
juflly  fay,  “  We  have  heard  of 
Princes  vifiting  our  Ifland ; 
they  have  vifited  us  as  conquerors 
and  pillagers ;  but  your  Royal 
Highnefs  comes  to  us  with  the 
olive  of  peace.’ ’  The  difpofltion 
of  %his  illuftrious  perfonage,  and 
his  known  attachment  the  Irilk 
people,  would  naturally  enough 
produce  fuch  a  fentiment ;  but 
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there  was  little  hope  that  they 
would  have  the  honour  and  happi- 
nefs  of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  pre¬ 
fence.  The  fame  evil  fiend  who 
prevented  his  Royal  Highnefs  from 
being  called  into  employment 
when  the  empire  is  pronounced  in 
danger,  would,  no  doubt,  interfere 
his  baneful  influence,  to  preclude 
Ireland  from  enjoying  this  felicity. 
If  any  commotion  fhould  take  place 
in  Ireland,  during  the  recefs,  which 
was  not  improbable,  the  honour¬ 
able  member  recommended  Govern¬ 
ment  to  meet  it  with  vigour,  but 
exhorted  them,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  fend  pofitive  orders  that  no 
cruelty  fhould  be  pradlifed,  that 
vigour  fhould  be  blended  with 
humanity ;  that  fuch  meafures  as 
the  loyalills  reforted  to  during  the 
rebellion  of  179,8,  and  which  too 
many  of  them  were  difpofed  to 
employ  at  prefent,  fhould  not  be 
allowed,  for  he  afiured  Minifters 
that  they  would  only  tend  to 
create  thoufands  of  rebels ;  would 
drive  many  to  defperation  who 
were  at  prefent  tranquil.  Ke  ex¬ 
pected  that  Government  would 
not  tolerate  any  wanton  feverity, 
that  the  outrages  of  the  rebel  and 
the  loyalifl  would  be  reprelfed, 
and  that  we  fhould  hear  no  more 
of  houfe-burning,  of  pillages,  or 
of  tortures.  He  underltood  there 
were  fome  Gentlemen  in  the  Houfe 
who  doubted  that  fuch  tortures 
had  ever  taken  place,  and  that 
there  were  fome  who  had  the  con¬ 
fidence  to  deny  it  altogether,  but 
he  would  refer  fuch  perfons  to  the 
authority  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  who 
humanely  and  wifely  put  a  flop  to 
that  horrid  practice,  and  to  Lord 
Caftiereagh,  who  knew  enough  of 
the  proceedings  in  Ireland/ and 
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who  had  much  to  anfvver  for  in 
that  country. 

In  favour  of  this  motion  were 
Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Windham,  Dr. 
Laurence,  Lord  Temple,  and  Colo¬ 
nels  Cole  and  Craut'urd.  They 
did  not  enter  into  all  the  topics 
introduced  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon* 
but  blamed  the  conduct  of  Minify 
ters  as  connected  with  the  late  in- 
furreCtion  particularly,  adding 
general  complaints  again!!  all  their 
meafures fince  they  came  into  office* 
Minifters,  it  was  faid,  haddifplayed 
great  ignorance  of  the  rebellion, 
or  they  had  been  criminal.  It 
muff  be  prefumed  they  had  infor¬ 
mation,  or  a  fyftematic  delufion 
toward  the  Houfe  and  the  public, 
muft  be  imputed  to  them.  There 
was,  in  the  moft  favourable  way 
of  viewing  the  matter,  a  culpable 
remiffnefs  on  the  part  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  government  in  Ireland.  If 
their  information  was  ever  fo  de¬ 
fective,  they  had  been  remifs,  for 
in  a  country  like  Ireland,  there 
would  have  been  no  harm  in  a  little 
precaution;  but  a  week  before  the  ' 
rebellion  broke  out,  fome  men  had: 
been  wounded,  and  there  was  a 
difcovery  of  fome  gunpowder  ;  and 
on  the  Friday,  the  day  before  the 
confpiracy  happened  to  be  detected. 
Government  had  received  informa¬ 
tion,  ftating  that  the  difaffedlecf 
party  had  betrayed  fymptoms  of 
great  agitation ;  that  they  had 
left  their  work  in  parties;  which 
was  a  fignal  of  infurreCtion  ;  and 
above  all,  that  men  were  coming 
from  various  parts  of  the  country 
to  Dublin  :  now  this  ought  to 
have  put  the  Executive  Govern¬ 
ment  on  their  guard.  It  was  not 
faid  that  preparation  was  made 
againft  this  infurrefHon,  but  it 
[f3]  2  was 
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was  an  inadequate  preparation  : 
the  troops  in  the  Barracks  did  not 
come  for  a  confiderable  time  after 
the  affault  was  commenced;  and  it 
was  quelled  by  the  volunteer  corps 
called  the  i(  Liberty  Rangers.5' 
The  garrifon  was  not  prepared,  the 
troops  of  the  line  were  not  inform¬ 
ed  in  time. 

The  motion  was  objeTed  to  by 
Lord  Hawkefbury,  as  improper 
and  ill-timed.  Connecting  the 
motion  with  the  fubilance  of  the 
mover's  fpeech;  confidering  the 
ilate  of  our  affairs  abroad,  and  the 
great  meafures  now  neceflarily 
adopted  home ;  and  confidering 
that  the  greater  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  were  gone  to  the  different 
places  which  mod  immediately  re¬ 
quired  their  prefence,  to  give 
effect,  to  the  very  meafures  which 
they  as  Legiflators  had  affifted  in 
enabling,  and  which  the  wifdom  of 
Parliament  had  adopted  ;  conilder- 
ing  all  thefe  matters,  he  could  not 
help  faying,  this  motion  was  highly 
inexpedient  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Houfe  ;  indeed  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  faying,  that  any  motion  not 
propofed  to  be  followed  up  by  any 
practical  meafure,  with  a  view  to 
ferae  beneficial  effeft,  mu  ft  at  all 
times  be  liable  to  great  objection 
in  thatHaufe,  becaufe  it  was  taking 
tip  time  without  avail,  and  bringing 
upon  the  country  fometimes  very 
great  inconveniences,  by  agitating 
the  minds  of  the  people  upon  topics 
which,  if  difeuffed  at  all,  fhould  be 
difeuffed  fully  and  di redly,  and 
sot  in  a  collateral  way. 

Lord  Ca&Lereagh  vindicated  the 
meafures  adopted  during  the  kfl 
war  for  the  fuppreffion  of  rebellion. 
The  Governments  of  Lord  Camden 
god  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  Ireland, 
fa  far  from  being  rigorous s  as  feme 


had  imagined,  were  remarkable' 
for  lenity  ;  the  military  power  had 
never  been  employed,  except  m 
cafes  where  the  civil  power  had 
been  tried  in  vain  :  if  there  could 
be  any  defebt  imputed  to  them*  it 
arofe  from  too  much  difpofition  to 
lenity  ;  but  he  was  glad  it  had  f» 
happened,  becaufe,  in  Ireland,  ie 
was  moft  effential  that  the  current 
of  public  opinion  fhould  go  with 
Government,,  and  that  could  not  be 
the  cafe,  unlefs  rigorous  meafures 
were  a  good  deal  delayed ;  and^ 
fpeaking  in  the  abflraA,  rigorous 
meafures  had  been  delayed  too  long, 
but  confidering  -'all  circumftances, 
it  was  wife.  As  to  outrages,- 
there  had  been  many  on  both  fides, 
but  there  never  was  a  rebellion 
without  them.  The  ftatements  of 
the  diitrefs  of  Ireland,  as  well  as^ 
the  difpofition  to  rebellion,  had 
been  very  much  exaggerated  ;  and 
no  power  in  Europe  had  made 
more  rapid  ftrides  in  wealth  and 
general  happinefs  for  the  laft  fif¬ 
teen  years,  than  that  part  of  the 
Britifh  empire.  He  was  perfuaded' 
that  its  profperity  and  happinefs 
were  (till  increafing  very  rapidly, 
and  the  treafon  which  had  lately 
been  found  there,  and  which  had 
been  fo  much  lamented,  arofe  from 
objects  different  from  thofe  for 
which  the  Honourable  Gentleman 
recommended  remedies. 

Befide  thefe  two  Lords,  feveral 
other  Members  were  heard  on  the 
fide  of  Government ;  particularly 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(who  anfwered  with  fome  feverity 
the  reflections  of  Mr.  Windham) 
the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Ser¬ 
jeant  Beft,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 
The  Governments  of  Lord  Cam¬ 
den  and  Lord  Cornwallis  furnilhed 
no  precedent  to  fupport  the  preferit 

motion. 
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Sftotioa.  It  was  indeed  true,  that 
after  the  rebellion,  when  all  trea¬ 
son  was  put  down,  when  indivi¬ 
duals  were  brought  to  juft  ice, 
Government  came  to  Parliament 
with  all  the  information  they 
poflefled,  but  not  until  all  the  in¬ 
dividuals  accufed  of  being  concern¬ 
ed  in  the  rebellion  had  been 
brought  to  juftice  ;  this  was  after 
the  danger  was  over,  not  like  the 
prefen t,  where  the  danger  was 
pending.  The  Irifh  Government 
was  alfo  ably  vindicated  from  the 
charge  of  not  counterading  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  rebels;  the  amount  of  the 
daily  guard  in  Dublin  was  very 
great,  and  if  the  lamented  murder 
of  an  elevated  perfon  in  the  open 
ftreet  had  not  happened,  the  infur. 
redicn  would  not  have  been  viewed 
in  fo  ferious  a  light  as  it  was  in 
confequence  of  that  event. 

After  a  reply  from  the  mover, 
the  motion  was  negatived  without 
a.  divifion. 

f  2  ^  The  next  day,  his  Majefty 

terminated  the  Seflion,  and 
in  his  fpeech,  declared  his  hope 
that  the  proceedings  of  Parliament 
in  confequence  of  the  late  treafon- 
able  and  atrocious  occurrences  in 
Ireland,  would  have  the  effect  of 
preventing  any  further  interrup¬ 
tion  of  its  internal  tranquillity, 
and  of  convincing  his  loyal  fubjeds 
ip  that  part  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  that  they  might  confidently 
Tfily  on  that  protedion  to  which 
they  were  fo  juftly  entitled. 

Contrary  to  the  prognoftics  ex- 
prefied  in  the  laft  debate  on  Ire¬ 
land,  no  new  attempts  was  made 
to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  that 
country  ;  fentiments  of  loyalty 
were  generally  expreffed,  and 
Government,  in  exercifing  its 
lights,  and  avenging  the  late  out. 


rages,  was  not  driven  to  the  rsecef- 
fity  of  ufing  any  powers  beyond 
thofe  which  are  authorifed  by  the 
conftitution  in  the  mo  ft  tranquil 
perods.  In  fad,  when  time  and 
induftry  effeded  a  full  difclofure  of 
the  perfons,  means  and  connexions 
of  thofe  who  had  planned  and  pre¬ 
maturely  executed  the  late  outra¬ 
ges,  it  was  impoffiblenot  to  mingle 
contempt  for  their  underftandings 
with  the  indignation  excited  by 
their  condud.  The  citizens  of 
Dublin,  in  their  Addrefs  to  the 
King,  well  expreffed  thefe  fenti¬ 
ments.  We  lament,  they  faid, 
i(  the  infatuation  of  thofe  incorrigi¬ 
ble  traitors,  whom  neither  an  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  valour  that  fubdued, 
nor  of  the  lenity  that  fpared  them, 
has  hitherto  taught  the  folly  and 
atrocity  of  their  projeds ;  who, 
fnfenfible  to  the  bleiTmgs  of  your 
Majefty^s  paternal  rule,  are  ready 
to  exchange  the  mild  reftraints  of 
our  excellent  and  unrivalled  Con¬ 
ftitution,  for  the  oppreftive  weight 
of  a  foreign  yoke  ;  and  who*  to 
gratify  the  malignant  feelings  of 
an  unnatural  revenge,  would  over¬ 
whelm  their  fellow  citizens  in  the 
ruins  of  their  common  country. 

I  he  chief,  and  indeed  only 
cenfpicuous,  perfon  in  thefe  events, 
was  Robert  Emmett,  the  younger 
fon  of  Dr.  Robert  Emmett,  phyii- 
cian  to  the  HoufehoJd  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  to  the  Hofpital 
founded  by  Dean  Swift  for  luna¬ 
tics.  This  young  confpirator, 
the  rival  in  revolutionary  reputa¬ 
tion  of  his  brother  Thomas  Addis 
Emmett,  who  was  prominent  in  the 
preceding  Rebellion,  was  intended 
for  the  Bar,  but,  in  1798,  expelled 
at  an  early  age,  from  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Dublin,  for  having,  in 
conjundion  with  eighteen  others, 
[fJ]  3*  laboured 
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laboured  to  introduce  a  fpirit  of 
rebellion  into  the  walls  of  the 
.College.  From  that  period,  with¬ 
out  any  exprefs  d^ftination,  he 
had  purfued  his  own  inclination, 
and  Hill  animated  by  the  principles 
which  occafioned  his  firft  difgrace, 
travelled  over  various  parts  of 
Europe.  It  has  been  the  lot  of 
many  Englifh  and  Irilhmen,  who 
for  want  of  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  focial  fyflems  of  other  coun¬ 
tries  were  too  prone  to  condemn  the 
faults  they  difcovered  or  fancied 
in  their  own,  to  travel  ;  returning 
from  their  tours,  they  have  mod 
explicitly  renounced  their  former 
errors,  and  ever  afterward  ftrenu- 
pully  maintained  the  pre-eminence 
pfthe  British,  over  every  other  form 
<of  Government  devifed  by  man,  and 
laboured  for  its  fupport  with  an 
earneftnefs  proportioned  to  their 
former  hoflility.  Mr.  Emmett 
was  not  one  of  thofe ;  and  his 
difpofnion  was  probably  encoura. 
ged  by  his  brother  Thomas,  who 
under  the  Government  of  the 
Marquis  Cornwallis,  had  been 
permitted,  in  confequence  of  his 
cnnfeffion  and  difclofures,  to  tranf- 
port  himfelf  and  his  property  to 
another  country,  and  who,  with 
the  true  gratitude  of  a  traitor, 
devoted  that  life  which  the  hu¬ 
manity  of  his  Sovereign  had  fpared  , 
to  the  fervice  of  the  chief  enemy 
of  that  Sovereign  and  his  Country; 

Inflamed  by  bis  own  fentiments, 
and  fraught  with  inftru&ions.from 
his  brother  and  his  afiociates, 
Robert  Emmett  returned  privately 
to  Ireland,  and  with  the  affiftance 
pf  a  few  obfcure  individuals,  la¬ 
boured  to  produce  a  Revolution. 
Thofe  of  his  companions  who  are 
named,  were  Quigley,  William 
Dowdall,  Stafford,  Dennis  Lam¬ 


bert  Redmond,  and  Thomas  Ruf¬ 
fe!.  Of  thefe  men,  little  is  known 
befide  their  crime  and  their  fate. 
Quigley  had  been  a  bricklayer, 
and  was  apprehended  on  fufpicion 
of  being  engaged  in  the  Fvebellion 
of  1798,  but  difcharged,  and  fuf- 
fered  to  live  unmolefted.  Dow- 
dall  had  been  Secretary  to  the 
Whig  Club  of  Ireland,  and  for 
his  (bare  in  the  former  Rebellions, 
had  been  fentenced  to  imprifon. 
ment  in  Fort  George,  but  on  the 
conclufion  of  peace,  was  liberated 
and  allowed  to  return  to  his  own 
country.  After  the  tranfaffion  of 
the  23d  of  July,  Dowdall  efcaped 
to  a  foreign  country  ;  Emmett, 
Redmond  and  Ruffel  were  arrefted 
at  different  places,  and  under  cir- 
cumftances  which  will  be  dated  ; 
and  Quigley  and  Stafford  were 
alfo  taken,  but  not  till  fome  time 
afterward. 

Government  obtained,  without 
much  difficulty,  every  information 
neceffary  to  guide  their  proceed¬ 
ings.  Among  others,  they  derived 
confiderable intelligence  from  a  man, 
who  pafiing  by  the  principal  depot , 
on  the  21ft  July,  and  being  fuppofed 
to  have  obferved  fome  fufpicious 
proceedings,  was  feized  by  the 
confpirators,  and  would  have  been 
put  to  death,  but  for  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  Emmett,  at  whofe  in- 
flance  he  was  confined,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  labour  in  forming  pikes, 
and  other  fervices  conducive  to 
the  eiTe<ft  of  the  general  plan. 

When  all  preparatory 
requifites  had  been  ar- 
arranged,  a  fpecial  Com- 
miffion,  confiding  of  Judges 
Downes,  Finucane,  Daly,  Nor- 
bury,  and  George,  was  opened  at 
Dublin,  for  the  trial  of  perfons 
charged  with  high  treaf®n.  Judge 

Downes 


24th 

Aug. 


/ 
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31ft  Aug. 
to 

311I  Sept. 


Downes  delivered  an  excellent 
charge ;  and  to  the  perfons 
againft  whom  Bills  were  found, 
were  affigned  as  Counfe  ,  at  their 
own  requeft,  Me  fir::.  Ponfooby, 
Curran,  Mac  Nally,  and  Ball. 

The  firft  perfons 
who  were  tried,  being 
fifteen  in  number, 
were  charged  with 
aiding  in  the  infurre&ion,  and 
fome  with  being  the  murderers  of 
LordKilwarden.  In  the  evidence 
againft  them,  no  fads  of  par¬ 
ticular  intereft  appeared ;  and 
their  defences  generally  confided 
in  allegations  that  they  were 
forced  to  join  the  infurgents,  or 
in  attempts  to  prove  an  alibi,  or 
to  confute  the  witneHes  who  fw  ore 
to  their  identity.  One  was  ac¬ 
quitted  ;  fourteen  were  found 
guilty,  of  whom  one  was  recom¬ 


mended  to  mercy,  and  all  who 
were  executed  acknowledged  their 

guilt. 

j  The  greateft  degree  of 
o';  intereft  was  excited  by 
‘  *  the  trial  of  Emmett,  auainft 
whom  an  mdidment  was  framed; 
1  ft  for  compaffing  and  imagining 
the  death  of  the  King  ;  zd  for 
adhering  to  the  King’s  enemies  ; 
and  3d  for  levying  war  againfl: 
the  King.  The  Attorney  Gene¬ 
ral  detailed  minutely  all  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  prifoner,  whom  he 
deferibedas  the  prime  fource, origin, 
and  fpirit  of  the  recent  infyrrec- 
tioD,  fo  cnormoufly  wicked  in  the 
conception,  but  fo  truly  comtempti- 
ble  and  puerile,  both  in  the  plan 
and  execution.  For  fome  time  pre¬ 
vious  to  Chriftmas  1802,  the  pri¬ 
foner  had  been  out  of  this  country, 
and  during  his  abfence  had  made 
a  continental  tour  of  confiderable 


extent,  embracing  France  in  hi# 
prog  refs. 

On  his  arrival  in  Ireland, 
in  December,  he  took  up  his 
refidence  at  the  houfe  of  a 
Mrs.  Palmer,  near  Harold's  Crofs, 
the  identical  houfe  wherein  he 
was  apprehended  by  Major  Sirr. 
To  his  h  oft  el’s  and  her  family,  he 
aflumed  the  name  of  Hewitt,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  a  fhort  time 
previous  to  his  having  taken  a 
leafe  of  the  malt  ftores,  near 
Marfhall-alley,  which  was  the 
principal  depot  of  pikes,  arms  and 
ammunition.  The  leafe  of  this  place 
was  taken  about  the  24th  of 
March,  and  po Hellion  enfued  ;  cer¬ 
tain  other  repofitories  for  pikes, 
and  implements  of  deftrudtion,  had 
been  alfo  fixed  on  and  taken  in 
other  parts  of  the*  city.  He  ufed 
much  caution  in  treating  for  the 
po Hellion  of  theie  various  premifes, 
but  Dowdall,  who  was  with  him 
on  thefe  occafions,  was  fo  well 
known,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
renounce  the  fictitious  name  he  had 
aflumed,  and  to  atteft  fome  deeds 
in  his  real  name.  About-  the 
latter  end  of  June,  or  beginning 
of  July,  the  prifoner  changed  his 
temporary  abode,  and  made  ar¬ 
rangements  on  a  very  large  fcale, 
at  the  de-pot  of  pikes,  in  the  malt 
fiores.  Here  he  was  frequently 
found  infpefting  the  fabrication 
ol  pikes,  the  calling  of  bullets, 
the  making  of  cartridges,  in  fihort 
he  was  indefangably  employed, 
with  very  litcle  intermiffion,  in 
offices  of  this  defeription  ;  but  at 
intervals,  was  equally  buy  in 
writing  at  adelk,  which  was  after¬ 
ward  found  in  the  depot.  He're 
he  compofed  his  prcjc  amatio  1  tor 
the  unknown,  unnamed  provifional 
[P]  4  '  Go- 
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Government,  and  here  he  mitigated 
the  corrofive  action  of  his  own 
mind,  by  committing  to  paper 
fuch  wild  thoughts  as  his  imagina¬ 
tion  fuggefted.  From  his  fecond 
proclamation,  (that  of  the  provi¬ 
sional  Government  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Dublin)  the  Attorney  General 
laid,  the  intimate  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  aflors  in  the  lafl  Rebel¬ 
lion  and  this  would  be  confpicuous, 
it  being  almofl  literally  a  copy  of 
one  of  the  papers  planning  the  attack 
on  the  Caflle  of  Dublin,  which 
were  examined  before  a  Committee 
of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 
It  flrenuoufly  recommended  the 
aftive  ufe  of  brickbats,  Hones,  and 
■various  deltru&ive  miffiles,  from 
the  tops  of  houfes  and  other  emi¬ 
nent  fituations  againft  his  Ma. 
jelly’s  forces,  or  all  thofe  loyal 
fub j efts  who  might  be  induced  to 
join  them  to  repel  fo  abominable  a 
treafon . 

After  their  defeat  on  the  23d 
July,  Emmett  and  Dowd  all  made 
their  efcape  to  the  Wicklow  moun¬ 
tains,  where  a  refuge  was  afforded 
them  by  a  woman  of  the  name  of 
Doyle.  Shortly  afterward,  they 
made  a  Tally  through  the  country, 
accompanied  by  a  band  of  their 
defeated  confederates,  armed  with 
blunderbuffes,  to  the  number  in  ail, 
of  thirteen.  At  this  time,  Emmett 
and  Dowdall  were  dreffed  in  their 
full  regimentals,  and  pretended  to 
be  French  officers,  emifiaries  of 
Bonaparte,  who,  they  faid,  medi 
fated  a  landing  in  Ireland.  They 
fpoke  a  jargon  of  French,  mixed 
with  broken  Englifh  to  the 
peafantry,  while-  endeavouring  to 
make  profelytes  of  them  to  the 
French  caufe  This  attempt 
meeting  with  nofuccefs,  the  confede¬ 
rates  fep  rated,  and  Emmett  again 


becoming  a  wretched  fugitive,, 
without  aim,  objedf,  or  avocation, 
made  his  way  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 
Palmer,  at  Harold’s  Crofs,  where 
he  firft  took  up  his  abode  under 
the  feigned  name  of  Hewitt. 
When  he  arrived  there,  he  retained 
fome  remnants  of  the  former  uni¬ 
form,  fuch  as  heffian  boots,  mili¬ 
tary  waiffcoat,  breeches,  and  flock, 
but  the  green  military  coat  he 
put  off,  and  fubftituted  a  brown 
frock.  Here  he  remained  near 
a  month,  lying  in  an  obfcure 
houfe,  in  a  wretched  apartment, 
on  a  fettle  bed  ;  he  fpoke  of  the 
misfortunes  of  his  expedition  fome- 
what  ambiguoufly  to  Mrs.  Palmer, 
and  of  the  taking  of  his  depot  of 
pikes,  as  if  it  h  id  been  the  arfenal 
of  a  o-reat  o-eneral.  He  was  at 

O  O 

length  traced  to  this  afylum 
through  the  vigilance  and  in¬ 
defatigable  activity  of  MajprSirr, 
who  procured  admittance  by 
getting  a  peafant  to  give  a  ftrigle' 
rap  at  the  door,  on  the  opening  of 
which  the  Major  rufhed  in,  and 
not  immediately  knowing  the 
prifoner,  the  firft  objecl  whom  he 
faw,  he  interrogated  him  who  he 
was,  to  which  the  prifoner  replied, 
that  his  name  was  Cunningham, 
and  that  he  had  come  from  a 
friend’s  houfe  in  the  country,  that 
morning,  but  did  not  mean  to 
flay  long.  On  ccnverfation  with 
Mrs.  Palmer,  however,  fhe  led 
him  into  the  real  flate,  as  lire 
conceived,  of  the  prifoner’s  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  her  family,  and 
his  refidence  among  them.  When 
Major  Sirr  firfl  apprehended  him, 
he  committed  him  to  the  care  of 
a  conflable,  from  whom  he  at¬ 
tempted  an  efcape,  but  was  retaken 
and  better  fecured.  On  Major 
Sirr  apologizing  to  him  for  the 
c  neceffity 
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sntceffity  of  ufing  liar  [her  methods 
than  he  would  wi(h  in  the  ad  of  ap¬ 
prehending  and  detaining  him, 
the  prifoner,  with  much  complai- 
fance,  replied,  (<  all  nvas  fair  in 
nvar.” 

Thefe  fads  and  the  adivitv  of 
the  prifoner  in  the  infurredion 
being  full proved,  the  jury  with¬ 
out  h.ofitation,  pronounced  him 
gu:lt.  v'.  Being  alked  whether  he 
had  any  thing  to  fay,  he  addreflfed 
the  Court,  in  a  ftyle  of  garifh 
verbofity,  too  often  miftaken  for 
eloq  .ence;  he  undervalued  life,  com¬ 
plained  of  fortune,,  and  deprecated 
prejudice,  which  after  the  fentence 
of  the  Law  fhould  have  delivered 
over  his  body  to  the  executioner, 
might  conlign  his  charader  to 
obloquy.  He  denied  being  an 
emififary  of  France,  or  intending 
to  deliver  over  his  country  to  .any 
foreign  power,  but  leaft  of  ail  to 
that  power.  Small  indeed,  he 
faid,  mull  have  been  their  claims 
to  patriotifm  and  to  fenfe,  and  pal¬ 
pable  their  affedation  of  the  love 
of  liberty,  if  he  and  his  afiociates 
could  encourage  the  profanation 
of  their  fliores  by  a  people,  who 
are  Haves  themfelves,  and  the  un¬ 
principled  and  abandoned  inftru- 
ments  of  impofmg  Haver y  on 
others.  u  Did  I  live  to  fee  a 
French  army  approach  this  coun¬ 
try/’  he  exclaimed,  “  I  would 
meet  it  on  the  fliore,  with  a  torch 
in  one  hand,  and  a  fword  in  the 
other:  I  would, receive  them  with 
all  the  deftrudion  of  war!  I  would 
animate  my  countrymen  to  immo¬ 
late  them  in  their  very  boats,  and 
before  our  native  foil  fhould  be 
polluted  by  a  foreign  foe.  If  they 
lucceeded  in  landing,  I  would 
burn  every  blade  of  grafs  before 
them  ;  raze  every  houfe,  contend 
to  the  laid  lor  every  inch  ofground, 
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and  the  laft  fpat  in  which  the  hope 
of  freedom  fhould  defert  me,  that 
fpoc  I  would  make  my  gravel 
What  I  cannot  do,  I  leave  a  le^ 
gacy  to  my  country,  becaufe  I  feet 
confcious  that  my  death  were  un¬ 
profitable,  and  all  hope  of  liberty 
extinct,  the  moment  a  French, 
army  obtained  a  footing-  in  this 
land.”  After  fome  further  matter 
he  concluded  thus---“  My  lamp 
of  life  is  nearly  expired;  my  race  is 
finifhed ;  the  grave  opens  to  receive 
me,  and  I  fink,  into  its  bofom.  All 
I  requeft  then,  at  departing  from 
the  world,  is  the  charity  of  its 
filence.  Let  no  man  write  my 
epitaph,  for  as  no  man  who  knows 
mymoti  ves  dares  to  vindicate  them  ; 
let  not  prejudice  or  ignorance 
afperfe  them  j  let  them  and  me 
repofe  in  obfeurity  and  peace,  and 
my  tomb  remain  undeferibisd,  till 
other  times  and  other  men  can  do 
juftice  to  my  charader.”  He  was 
hanged  the  following  day. 

The  charader  of  this  voung 
man  is  too  clearly  depided  in  the 
foregoing  tranfadions  to  require 
much  elucidation.  He  was  evident¬ 
ly  one  of  thofe  enterprifing,  incon- 
fiderate  enthufiafts,  who  miftake 
an  overheated  imagination  for  a 
glowing  patriotifm,  and  the  whirl 
of  undigefted  notions  for  fublime 
impreflions  ;  who  fancy  themfelves 
authorized  to  rifk  the  peace  and 
happinefs  of  mankind  in  wild  ex¬ 
periments  for  improving  in  a 
fyftem  which  they  have  neither 
fenfe  nor  application  fufficient  to 
underftand,  and  who,  while  they 
cover  themfelves  with  the  guilt 
apd  infamy  due  to  traitors,  info- 
lently  afted  the  purity  of  martyrs, 
and  claim  the  applaufe,  and  even 
the  gratitude,  of  mankind.  The 
Hate  of  this  man’s  feelings  and  un- 
derltanding,  and  particularly  his 
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fitnefs  to  be  a  political  reformer, 
were  beftdifciofed  in  a  paper,  writ¬ 
ten  by  him,  and  read  by  the  Attor¬ 
ney  General,  on  his  trial.  Its 
leading  paflage  intimated,  that 
the  writer  poffeffed  £<  a  /anguine 
mind,  capable  of  repelling  the  in- 
trufions  of  reflection;  that  if  fuc- 
cefs  was  not  to  attend  his  enter- 
prize,  and  a  precipice  opened  be¬ 
neath  his  feet,  while  he  flood  on 
the  brink,  that  fanguine  principle 
of  mind  would  precipitate  his  fail 
at  all  hazards,  rather  than  permit 
him  to  paufe  or  to  recoil !”  It  is, 
however  impoffible,  to  reflect 
without  regret  on  the  fltuation  of 
his  refpe&ableparent,  who  being  the 
fatherof  three  Tons,  lived  to  fee  one 
an  exiled  rebel,  another  a  facrifl.ce 
to  public  juftice  for  high  treafon  ; 
unhappy  in  thefe,  and  happy  only 
in  his  eldeft,  who  having  been 
called  to  the  bar,  and  rapidly  at¬ 
tained  confide rable  eminence  in  his 
profeflion,  was  cut  off  in  early  life 
by  a  fever,  amid  the  applaufe  and 
efieem  of  the  wife  and  the  good, 
and  without  a  biemilh  on  his  cha¬ 
racter. 

,  After  fome  prifoners  of 
5  inferior  note  had  been  con- 

c  *  viCted,  Redmond  was  put 
on  his  trial.  It  appeared  that 
after  the  infurreCtion  in  Dublin, 
which  he  had  been  adtive  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  executing,  he  fled  to 
Newry,  where  he  was  apprehended. 
A  paper  was  found  in  his  poflefiion, 
evidently  intended  for  publica¬ 
tion,  in  which  he  exhorted  his 
countrymen  to  be  <c  as  gentle  as 
lambs,  but  as  vigilant  as  lions  ;  to 
avoid  all  thofe  cafualties  which 
had  occurred  to  defeat  their  caufe 
in  1798,  arifing  from  druhkennefs, 
infidelity  to  each  other,  and  a 
hafe  dereliction  of  the  principle  on 


which  they  ought  to  be  fleady  and 
united.”  He  was  found  guilty, 
and  afterward  con fe fled  that  he 
held  an  official  ftation  under  the 
pro vifio rial  go vernm en t . 

Thomas  Ruffe!  was  tried  __  , 

at  Carrickfergus.  It  appear- 
ed  in  evidence  that  during:  c  * 
the  day  of  the  23d  of  J  uly,  he 
was  at  Loughin  Ifland,  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  excite  thepecple  to  rebellion, 
telling  them  that  the  French 
would  affift  them,  that  arms  and 
money  were  prepared  for  them, 
and  that  there  would  that  night  be 
a  general  hifurretfiion  all  over 
Ireland;  that  he  called  himfelf  a 
general  in  the  rebel  army,  and 
had  a  general’s  uniform,  which  he 
fhewed  to  the  people  at  Annadorn  ; 
that  on  their  refuting  to  rife,  he 
threatened  them,  and  told  them  he 
would  go  to  fome  other  counties 
where  the  riling  would  be  general. 
Difappointed  and  difcouraged  at 
the  cool  reception  he  every  where 
experienced,  he  returned  to  Dublin, 
where  he  remained  concealed  in  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Mulet,  a  gun  maker 
in  Parliament-ftreet,  till  the  9th 
of  September,  when  he  was  appre¬ 
hended,  and,  the  following  day, 
committed  to  prifon.  When  he 
was  taken,  a  proclamation  was 
found  upon  him,  intended  to  have 
been  made  public.  The  examina¬ 
tion  of  witneffes  lafled  a  confider- 
able  time,  and  the  prifoner  was 
found  guilty.  On  being  afked  if 
he  had  any  thing  to  fay  v/hy  fen- 
tence  of  death  fhould  not  be  paffed 
on  him,  he  addreffed  the  court  in 
a  fpeech  of  about  twenty-minutes, 
in  which  he  took  a  view  of  the 
principal  tranfaftions  of  his  life 
for  the  laft  thirteen  years  ;  and  on 
a  retrofpective  view  of  which,  he 
laid,  he  looked  back  with  triumph 

and* 
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and  fatisfaHion ;  he  endeavoured 
to  vindicate  his  conduct  from  the 
criminality  attached  to  it,  by  af- 
ferting,  that  in  all  he  had  done, 
he  a&ed  from  the  conviction  of 
his  confcience  ;  and  anxioufly  re¬ 
quelled  that  the  Court  would  make 
his  not  merely  the  firft,  but  the 
only  iife  which  fhould  be  taken  on 
the  prefen t  occafion.  He  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  at  Downpatrick. 

Sometime  after  thefe  punilh- 
ments  had  taken  place,  Quigley 
and  Stafford  were  apprehended  in 
the  County  of  Galway,  but  as  they 
made  full  confellion  of  their  guilt, 
and  difclofed  all  the  circumftances 
connected  with  it,  no  proceedings 
were  had  again!!  them,  nor  any  of 
the  remaining  prifoners. 


The  tranquillity  thus  happily 
reftored,  continued  uninterrupted, 
and  the  mild  and  conftitutional 
proceedings  of  Government  extort¬ 
ed  praife  even  from  their  oppo-, 
nents.  Among  others,  Mr.  Curran, 
the  celebrated  Irilh  advocate,  com¬ 
memorated  thefe  proceedings  as 
an  honourable  tribute  from  the 
Earl  ofHardwicke,  to  that  Law, 
to  the  practice  of  which  his  illuf- 
trious  anceftor  owed  his  rank  and 
fortune.  This  praife  was  the  more 
honourable,  as  Mr.  Curran  pro- 
fefied  himfelf  to  be  unacquainted 
and  unconnected  with  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  without  any  hopes 
or  expectations  dependent  oh  his 
favour. 


CHAP.  XV. 

•  t  '  -  '  /. 

Tienx )  of  Affairs  in  Saint  Domingo*  Cruel  treatment  and  death  of  Ton  faint  in 
France .  Cruelty  and  impolicy  of  Le  Clerc  ;  great  mortality  among  hit 
troops  ;  falfe  accounts  of  the  fate  of  the  Colony  pnblifhed  in  France  ;  in  fur-, 
regions  of  the  negroes  ;  horrible  cruelties  exercifcd  on  them  ;  the  French 
lofe  ground ;  death  of  Le  Clerc;  he  is  fucceeded  by  Rochambeau  ;  who fuff 
fends  general  Boyer  ;  permits  the  importation  of foreign  merchandize  ;  in ~ 
fuffeient  reinforcements  arrive  from  France  ;  preparations  for  renewed 
hofilities ;  Deffalines  commander  of  the  negroes;  adiion  near  Cape 
Francois  ;  the  French  murder  their  Prifoners  ;  the  negroes  retaliate  ;  the 
French  defeated ;  effect  of  hofilities  between  Great  Britain  and  France  ; 
increafng  cruelty  of  the  French;  they  are  blockaded  in  Cape  Francois  * 
Rochambeau  opens  a  negotiation  for  furrender  with  Commodore  Loring  the 
commatider  of  a  Britijh  Squadron;  the  Cape  attacked  by  Deff alines  ;  t» 
whom  Rochambeau  fur  renders ;  affifance  afforded  to  the  negroes  by  the 
Britijh  Squadron  ;  duplicity  of  Rochambeau  ;  the  If  and  iniirely  given  up 
to  the  negroes  ;  who  proclaim  general  freedom  and  independence ,  State  of 

Guadaloupe  ;  fuccefsfid  enterprizes  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood ;  Capture  of  Sainte 
Lucie;  Tobago;  Berbice ;  Demarary  and  Jffeqmbo ;  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon . 

WHILE  Europe  was  agitated  were  jultly  alarmed  at  the  probable 
by  the  projects  and  efforts  extenfion  ot  her  already  over- 
of  France,  and  copfiderate  men  grown  dominion,  fhe  was  fullering 
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in  the  Weft, Indies*  the  punifhment 
of  her  tyranny  and  treachery*  and 
lofin g  an  empire,  fuperior  in  value, 
both  in  a  commercial  and  politi¬ 
cal  view,  to  much  of  that  territory 
which  (he  was  grafping  on  this 
fide  the  Atlantic. 

In  the  lad  volume,  mention  was 
made  of  the  perfidious  feizure  of 
Touffaint  l’Ouverture,  the  negro 
chief  of  Saint  Domingo*  He  was 
conveyed  to  France,  feparated  from 
all  his  relatives,  and  in  a  wanton 
and  barbarous  manner,  hurried 
from  one  place  of  folitary  confine¬ 
ment  to  another ;  no  accufation 
was  ever  formally  made  againft 
trim,  nor  were  any  meafures  taken 
toward  bringing  him  to  a  trial. 
In  fadl,  he  feemed  to  be  loft  to 
public  recolledion,  amid  the 
various  interefting  obje&s  which 
prefen  ted  themfelves,  when  fud- 
$lenly  accounts  appeared  of  his 
,  ..  death,  in  his  prifon  at 

/April,  _pepan^on>  Sufpicions  were 

entertained  and  publicly 
expreffed  that  his  end  was  accele¬ 
rated  by  poifon  or  aflaffi nation, 
but  the  French  government  was 
defended  againft  thefe  charges,  by  , 
a  reference  to  the  ftate  of  the  place 
where  he  was  confined,  of  which 
it  is  obferved,  that  the  floor  was 
iconftantly  under  water,  and  it  was 
in  all  refpeCfts  fuch  as  to  generate 
difeafes  which  would  terminate 
life,  without  recourfe  to  drugs  or 
weapons  i 

Long  before  the  death 
June  to  this  unfortunate  chief, 

Qov'  the  conduct  of  his  betray- 
io°e.  er  jja^  l,een  fuch  as  to 

throw  the  whole  colony  into  flames, 
to  haften  the  deftruftion  of  his  own 
army,  and  to  precipitate  his  own 
death.  After  the  removal  of 
Toufiauit,  he  Cierc  confidently 


allured  the  Firft  Confirl  of  the 
tranquillity  of  the  colony,  but 
his  labours  were  ill  calculated  to 
verify  his  aifertions.  He  alTumcd 
the  title  of  General  in  Chief,  in 
addition  to  that  of  Captain-Gene¬ 
ral,  with  which  he  came  to  the 
Ifland,  and  a  fie  died  to  undertake 
the  organization  of  a  new  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  colony,  a  labour  in 
which  many  great  men  had  been 
unfuccefsfuL  In  doing  this,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  rilk  his  character, 
as  they  had  done,  by  fpeculative 
attempts  in  legifiation,  for  he  de¬ 
creed  the  continuance  of  every 
eftablifhment  as  he  found  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  exiled  general,  except 
fuch  as  related  to  the  cuftoms,  and 
even  in  thefe  he  admitted  the  re¬ 
gulations  in  favour  .of  the  Englifh, 
which  occafioned  a  firong  remon- 
ftrance  from  the  commercial  inter- 
eft  at  Paris. 

On  the  2  2d  of  June,  this  decree 
was  publilhed,  in  the  name  of 
the  General  in  Chief,  Captain 
General Martial  law  continued 
in  force,  with  certain  modifica¬ 
tions  ;  Military  commandants  had 
the  power  over  certain  diftri£ls, 
with  the  afiiftance  of  the  munici¬ 
pality  ;  and  each  commune  provi¬ 
ded  tor  the  expences  of  its  govern¬ 
ment,  while  the  whole  held  a  ge¬ 
neral  underftanding  with  each 
other. 

The  object  at  this  time  requiring 
the  moft  arduous  and  ft  rift  atten¬ 
tion,  was  the  health  of  the  troops, 
which  had  fuffered  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  in  many  infiances, 
where  final!  numbers  were  left  at 
a  poft,  the  healthy  furvivors  wer« 

•  fcarcely  fufficient  to  attend  the 
fick  and  bury  the  dead,  while  a 
more  rigorous  fervice  was  necefta- 
jrily  impofed  on  the  others,  par¬ 
ticularly 
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ikularly  in  the  fouth,  and  toward 
the  Spanilh  divifion.  In  that 
quarter,  large  parties  of  blacks 
continued  in  arms,  and  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  fubmiffion,  while  Gene¬ 
ra]  Le  Clerc  perfevered  in  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  infufe  terror  by  the 
molt  cruel  meafures,  and  to  im¬ 
plore  the  firft  Conful  for  reinforce¬ 
ments. 

Notwithftanding  the  difaftrous 
Hate  of  the  Colony,  General  Le 
Clerc  feemed  unwilling  to  depre¬ 
ciate  his  government,  by  admitting 
that,  at  the  end  of  feveral  months, 
he  had  riot  accomplilhed .  what  he 
had  declared  was  efferfted  in  the 
firft  five  days.  The  healthful  fea-- 

J 

fon,  £ o  much  deli  red  by  him,  had 
long  arrived,  and  the  contagion 
had  not  deereafed,  although  the 
number  of  its  victims,  every  day 
grew  lefs .  He  was  himfelf fcarcely 
eonvalefcent ;  the  belt  officers  of 
his  ftatfiiiad  fallen;  and  thofe  who 
arrived  from  France,  being  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and 
tafk  to  which  they  were  condemn¬ 
ed,  funk  into  defpondency,  and 
followed  their  predeceffors  to  the 
grave.  In  the  beginning  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  he  commiffioned  an  aid-de- 
camp  to  the  Confular  Court  for  in- 
ftrudions  and  advice,  but  his  dif- 
patches  were  carefully  concealed 
from  the  public. 

It  was,  however,  foon  known 
that  Chriftophe  had  rejoined  the 
Black  forces  with  Deflalines,  who 
could  never  be  confidered  as  de¬ 
feated.  They  began,  by  a  Hefting 
in  their  different  characters  of  com¬ 
mandant  of  negroes  in  the  northern 
diftriCt,  and  fuperintendant  general 
of  negroes,  to  re  treat  from  thofe 
who  were  hoftile,  taking  care  al¬ 
ways  to  leave  behind  them  con¬ 
siderable  quantities  of  ammunition 


and  ftores.  A  number  of  nevr 
generals,  likewife,  had  arifen  ia 
arms,  from  the  interior  of  the 
illand,  who  began  to  make  excur- 
li on s- from  the  mountains.  Among 
thefe  was  a  powerful  chief  of  the 
Congo  tribe,  called  Sans-Souci5 
who,  after  committing  confi  durable 
depredations,  could  never  be  difk 
covered.  Charles  Bell  air,  with 
his  Amazonian  wife,  alfo  made  a 
powerful  diverfton  for  a  while,  till 
they  were  both  taken,  and  died, 
under  inconceiveahle  tortures^ 
Ciervaux,  whofe  fubmiifion  of  ths 
eaftetn  part  of  the  illand  had  been 
formerly  boafted  without  grounds., 
now  declared  openly x  his  contu¬ 
macy  ;  and  Maurepas,  who  had 
fur  tendered,  was  detected  in  a  con- 
fpiracy,  and  put  to  death.  Nor 
were  the  defections  from  the' 
French  army  confined  to  the  blacks, 
or  to  inferior  officers  among-  the 
whites ;  General  Dugua,  the  chief 
of  the  flat  if,  difgufted  with  the 
horrors  attendant  on  the  war,  and 
more  particularly,  with  the  fa  v  age 
punifhment  of  Bellair  and  his  wife, 
whom  he  had  tried,  was  difeovered 
in  making  arrangements  to  quit 
the  French  army,  and  took  the 
refolution  of  deft  toying  himfelf. 

The  government  at  this  period, 
a ffumed  a  complexion  more  fan- 
guinary  and  terrible  than  can  be 
conceived  among  civilised  people, 
and  formed  a  new  era  in  martial 
law.  In  attempting  to  difarm  the 
black  troops  which  had  been  incorF 
porated  with  the  French,  the  moll 
barbarous  methods  were'praClifed, 
fbip-Ioads  were  colie  fled,  and  the 
victims  fuffocated  in  the  holds. 
In  one  inftance,  fix  hundred  being 
furrounded,  and  attempting  a  re¬ 
finance,  were  malfacred  on  the 
fpot ;  and  fuch  daughters  daily 

took 
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took  place  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
Francois,  that  the  air  became 
tainted  by  the  putrefaction  of  the 
bodies.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
French  troops  being  driven  from 
the  held,  and  obliged  ro  fortify 
themfelves  in  the  chief  towns  ; 
contagion  fnread  every  where,  and 
the  diftrefs  became  dreadfully  ge¬ 
neral.  In  their  extremity,  to  aid 
and  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their 
enormities,  the  ufe  of  blood  hounds 
was  reforted  to,  and  the  defir uClive 
ferocity  of  thofe  animals  was  let 
loofe  in  its  utmofi  excefs. 

Fort  Dauphin,  Port  au  Paix, 
andfeveralother  favouriteeftablifh- 
ments,  were,  by  the  middle  of 
OCtober,  completely  loft  to  the 
French;  and  it  became  known  to 
the  feamen  who  vifited  the  Bight 
of  Leogane,  that,  after  a  confider- 
able  number  of  Blacks  had  been 
hunted  down  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Port  Republicain,  they  were 
hurried  on  board  of  the  fhips  at 
anchor  in  the  Bay,  and  crowded 
into  their  holds ;  that  under  cover 
of  the  night  this  difhonoured 
navy  put  to  fea,  and  firft  either 
burning  brimftone  in  the  hold,  or 
extinguiftiing  fenfe  by  fuffocation, 
or  neither,  the  miferable  cargoes 
were  difcharged  into  the  fea,  in 
fuch  quantities,  that,  at  length, 
the  tide  brought,  their  bodies  into 
the  bay,  and  rolled  them  on  the 
very  beach. 

Toward  the  end  of  October,  an 
event  occurred  which,  however 
expeCled,  produced  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  effedl.  The  General  in 
Chief,  whofe  health  had  been  long 
impaired,  and  who  had  tried  all 
means  for  its  reftoration,  fuddenly 
became  worfe  ;  the  air  of  the  city 
had  become  mephetic,  and  Tortuga, 


being  in  thepoffeffion  of  the  Blacks, 
no  longer  afforded  him  a  retreat. 
On  the  night  of  the  i  ft  of  November, 
after  he  had  communicated  his 
wifhes  as  to  the  future  government 
of  the  iftand,  he  died,  having 
been  only  eleven  months  in  the 
command  of  the  colony.  The 
body  was  enbalmed,  and  placed 
on  board  the  Swiftfure  man  of 
war  ;  Madame  Le  Clerc,  who 
had  no  inclination  to  remain  on 
an  iftand,  where,  inftead  of  find¬ 
ing  a  promifed  Paradife,  file  had 
fuffered  the  molt  painful  priva¬ 
tions,  went  on  fhip- board  in  a  few 
days.  Admiral  Latouche,  chief  in 
command  of  the  naval  force  in 
Saint  Domingo,  undertaking  to 
etcort  her  home,  accompanied  by 
the  Chief  of  Brigade,  Nethervvood, 
firft  aid-de-camp  of  the  departed 
general.  His  fabre  and  hat  were 
placed,  with  much  formality*  upon 
the  bier  on  board,  all  the  officers 
attending  on  the  occafion. 

He  appears  to  have  been  anxi¬ 
ous,  that  the  directions  which  he 
thought  neceffary  for  the  future 
government  of  the  ifland,  fhouid 
be  put  in  force,  and  they  were,  as 
f'Tras convenient  with  fome  perfons, 
obeyed. 

As  foon  as  the  obfequies  of  the 
departed  General  were  performed, 
it  became  neceffary  to  prepare  to 
repel  the  Blacks,  who  had  advanced, 
with  vociferous  joy,  to  the  very 
town  of  Cape  Francois.  General 
Rochambeau,  who  -was  appointed 
Chief  in  Command,  was  at  Port 
au  Prince,  and  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pelled  to  arrive  in  fuflicient  time, 
though  General  Watrin  had  fet  out 
to  fucceed  him  in  the  weft  and 
iouth;  General  Claufel,  command¬ 
ing  in  the  north,  therefore,  with 
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the  remains  of  a  difpirited  army, 
proceeded  againft  them,  but  to 
little  effed. 

A  young  General,  of  the  name 
of  Boyer,  who  had  commanded  in 
the  Gens  d’Armerie,  having  been 
appointed  Chief  of  the  Staff  in  the 
place  of  Dugua,  was  entrufted 
with  the  execution  of  every  order, 
and  in  confequence,  thought  it 
neceffary  to  addrefs  to  the  French 
Colonial  Minifier  fome  account 
of  the  tranfadions  of  the  French 
army  in  Saint  Domingo  from,  the 
period  of  the  arreft  of  Touffaint 
L’Ouverture.  In  this  difpatch, 
amidft  a  variety  of  matter,  fuch  as 
had  been  the  cuftom  to  tranfmit 
to  France,  Boyer  confeffed  the 
dreadful  fituation  in  which  the 
colony  then  flood.  Speaking  of 
the  firft  attempts  after  the  de¬ 
parture  of  Touffaint  he  fays, 
“  The  heat  became  exceflive ;  it 
was  impoffible  to  make  any  move¬ 
ment  ;  the  loweft  mornes  prefented 
obflacles  to  us  proportionate  to  the 
inconvenience  of  the  feafon.  The 
brigands  increafed  in  numbers. 
Our  hofpitals  were  crowded  with 
fick,  and  difeafe  daily  made  new 
ravages.’ ■  He  then  mentions  In- 
furredions  at  Marmalade,  Dondo  , 
and  Mouftique,when,  not  onlythofe 
ports,  but  the  whole  plain  of  the 
Cape,  was  covered  by  the  black 
forces,  from  whom,  they  might  tem¬ 
porarily  obtain  poffefiion  of  a  fmall 
place,  which  they  afterward  were 
obliged  to  relinquifh. 

He  acknowledged  that  in  profecu* 
ting  the  war  againft  the  leade  s, 
which  had  been  begun  by  Le 
Clerc,  Domage,  the  friend  of 
Touffaint,  who  had  hitherto 
fuccefsfully  repelled  every  at¬ 
tempt  upon  the  fonth,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  General  Defbureaux, 


Loaded  with  the  charge  of  an  inti¬ 
mate  connexion  with  his  exiled 
Chief,  it  was  not  fufficient  to  fend 
him  u  on  board  the  Squadron,’9 
as  the  drowning  of  the  other  people 
of  colour  was  termed  ;  he  was 
referved  for  the  extremity  of 
torture. 

The  arrival  of  the  new  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  at  head  quarters, 
effeded  little  change  in  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  affairs,  though  much  was 
expected,  from  his  fuperior  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  i  ft  a  nd ,  and  of  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Blacks ;  but  his  knowledge 
could  not  effed  a  change  in  the 
climate,  or  render  a  power  daily- 
weakening,  equal  to  that  which 
acquired  ftrength  from  a  continua- 

1  O 

tion  of  the  war.  He  appeared 
anxious  to  direct  the  conteft  to 
points  different  from  thofe  to 
which  it  had  hitherto  been  carried  ; 
accordingly  an  addon  of  confidera,, 
ble  violence  took  place  on  the 
parched  plains  of  St.  Nichola 
Mole,  in  which  the  French  appear 
to  have  made  a  feeble  ftand. 
The  parties  continued  to  fight  dur¬ 
ing  the  night, and  to  precipitate  each 
other  into  the  fea.  The  end 
however  was,  that  the  advantages 
obtained  by  the  French  were  foon 
relinquifhed.  General  Claufel 
was  more  fuccefsful  before  Fort 
Dauphin,  which,  after  withftandinn: 
an  united  attack  by  fea  and  land, 
furrendered  to  him.  Before  this 
capture.  Port  Republican)  and 
Lcs  Cayes  were  the  only  towns, 
betide  the  capital,  in  the  poffefiion 
of  the  French. 

The  firft  public  ad  of  Rocham- 
beau,  as  Captain-General  of  the 
Ilian. 1,  was  that  of  calling  to 
account  the  young  Chief  of  the 
Staff,  who  appears  to  have  been 
a  pupil  of  Le  Clerc,  and  raifed 
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to  that  dignity,  more  from  the 
general's  fondnefs,  than  his  own 
ability. 

.  He  was  fufpended  from 
^  1  his  employment,  and  or- 
*  ec*  dered  to  be  detained  in 
prifon  until  he  fhould  make  up  his 
accounts. 

Shortly  afterward,  the  General 
in  Chief  renewed  the  decree  of 
Te  Clerc,  fo  obnoxious  in  France* 
permitting  foreign  importation 
into  the  colony,  extending  it 
to  all  defcriptions  of  wares  and 
merchandize,  but  increafing  the 
duty  upon  them  to  twenty  per 
cent ;  and  thus  ended  the  mok 
eventful  year  ever  experienced  in 
Saint  Domingo.  Before  the 
month  of  December,  not  ten 
months  after  their  arrival,  nearly 
forty  thoufand  French  troops  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  facrificed, 
and  a  conkderable  number, 
(though  by  no  means  proportion¬ 
ately)  of  the  Blacks.  Troops  kill 
continued  to  be  fent  from  the  ports 


of,  Havre  and  Cherbourg,  but 
each  reinforcement  was  lefs  ef¬ 
fective  than  the  preceding,  and 
the  confcripts  at  length  confided 
only  of  raw  youths,  Poles,  Pied., 
montefe,  and  Flemings.  Veteran 
foldiers  confidered  the  army  of 
Saint  Domingo  as  the  by  word  of 
contempt,  and  the  once  popular 
caufe  of  the  fubjugation  of  that 
fplendid  colony,  became  no  more 
heard  of,  or  id  mentioned,  it  was 
only  with  forrow,  or  to  be  treated 
with  derifion. 

The  commencement  of  1803 


was  marked  by  a  fullen  ceflation 
of  arms,  more  dreadful  than 
aCtive  war,  as  it  gave  place 
to  fecret  cruelties,  more  extenfive 
becaufe  lefs  glaring.  General 
■Hochambeau  was  called,  by  the 


fortune  of  war,  to  a  command  fo# 
which*  notwithstanding  the  local 
and  phyfical  experience  which 
has  been  allowed  to  him,  he  was 
by  no  means  competent.  In  the 
outfet  of  the  expedition  he  had 
borne  a  very  fubordinate  rank, 
conlidering  his  (take  as  a  pro¬ 
prietor,  and  it  was  only  to  the 
death  of  his  fuperiors  that  he  owed 
his  prefent  appointment.  He 
evinced  no  defire  to  change  the 
fykem  on  which  the  war  proceeded, 
nor  did  he  exhibit  fufficient  ability 
to  produce  an  amendment.  Ore 
the  4th  of  March,  without  any 
other  communication  of  impor¬ 
tance,  the  French  Colonial  Mi- 
niker  received  from  the  new  Cap¬ 
tain  General  an  intimation,  that 
on  the  arrival  of  four  thoufand 
more  troops  which  were  expeCted, 
okenkve  operations  might  be  com¬ 
menced. 

The  blacks,  on  the  contrary, 
during  the  whole-  of  this  awful 
cekation,  were  daily  krengthened 
from  every  quarter,  and  a  large 
army  was  colle&ed  under  Deffa- 
lines,  who  was  unanfmoufly  ap¬ 
pointed  General  in  Chief,  and  who 
refolved  vigorouky  to  pufh  the  war 
to  a  termination.  With  this 
view,  he  celle&ed  a  considerable 
force  upon  the  plain  of  the  Cape, 
which  being  obferved  by  Tocham- 
beau,  he  found  it  necehary  to 
withdraw  his  troops  from  every 
other  point,  and  both  armies  be¬ 
came  unawares  in  a  kate  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  a  general  battle. 
This  was  not  what  either  party 
dekgned ;  Dehalines,  therefore, 
rekrained  his  impetuous  Blacks, 
and  the  French  forces  were  com¬ 
bined  to  krengthen  Cape  Francois. 
Several  ikirmikies  having  taken 
place  in  the  vicinity  of  Acul,  it 
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was  at  length  determined  by 
Rochambeau  to  venture  an  action, 
for  which  he  had  many  difpofitions 
in  his  favour.  The  troops  feledled 
on  either  fide,  for  the  affair,  were 
admirably  polled  on  two  neigh¬ 
bouring  mornes ;  the  fir  ft  move¬ 
ment  was  inaufpicious  to  the 
French,  by  the  capture  of  a  con- 
fiderable  body  marching  to 
ftrengthen  one  of  the  wings,  who 
were  furrounded  and  driven  into 
the  Black  camp.  Rochambeau 
began  the  attack  with  impetuofity, 
and  the  Blacks  for  a  fhort  time 
gave  way,  but  on  his  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  pufh  the  advantage,  they 
repulfed  him  with  lofs,  when  the 
day  clofed.  In  penetrating  the 
Black  line,  the  French  had  fecured 
a  number  of  prifoners,  and  on 
them  they  determined  to  wreak 
the  vengeance  of  which  they  were 
difappetinted  in  the  battle.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  determination  arofe  from 
a  notion  that  the  part  of  the 
French  wing  which  had  been  cut 
off  was  already  absolutely  fieri - 
feed,  or  from  the  miftaken  policy 
of  externfnation .  cannot  be  deter- 
mined,  but  the  unhappy  victims 
were,  without  the  fmallefl  eonfi- 
deration  for  their  own  men  who 
were  prifoners  in  the  Black  Camp, 
immediately  put  to  death.  As 
they  were  not  carefully  extermi¬ 
nated,  many  were  left  in  a  muti¬ 
lated  Hate  during  the  whole  nipbt  : 
their  moans  and  (h  ricks  were 
heard  at  a  di dance  around  the 
fpor,  fiificientlv  loud  to  excite  a 
fenfation  of  horror  th roup-bout  the 
country.  The  Black  Commander, 
when  acquainted  with  the  cafe, 
although  the  maxim  of  Touffaint, 
not  to  retaliate,  had  been  hitherto 
Vol.  x.l. v.  or  Vul,  III.  New 


followed,  could  no  longer  forbear; 
he  inflantly  caufed  a  number  of 
gibbets  to  be  formed,  'defied  the 
officers  whom  ke  had  taken,  and 
fupplying  the  deficiency  with 
privates,  had  them  tied  up  in  every 
direction  by  break  of  day,  in  fight 
of  the  French,  who  dared  not  to 
interfere.  The  Blacks  then  fal- 
lied  down  with  aft  on  idling:  vigour 
and  regularity,  raifed  the  very 
camp,  threw  the  whole  line  into 
diforder,  and  drove  the  French  army 
clofe  to  the  walls  of  Cape  Francis. 

Such  was  the  Hate  of  affairs, 
when  intelligence  arrived  of  the 
renewal  of  hoftUities  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  an  event 
which  rendered  the  fuccefs  of  the 
French  again  it  the  Negroes  ap¬ 
parently  impoffible.  At  this 
period,  Rochambeau  had  perma¬ 
nently  fixed  his  head  quarters  at 
the  Cape,  and  Deffalines  had  fo 
completely  lined  the  furronnding 
country,  that  the  French  boundaries 
were  confined  to  two  miles 
around  the  Cape.  As  their  power 
became  weaker,  their  ferocity 
increafed,  and  they  were  apparent¬ 
ly  actuated  by  a  defire  to  render 
the  white  complexion  deteftable 
throughout  the  Antilles  ;  for  no 
means,  however  extraneous,  were 
left  unattempted  to  annoy  the 
Blacks.  Not  content  with  the 
ufe  of  Blood. hounds,  which  they 
fent  in  purfuit  of  fmall  recon¬ 
noitring  part ies,  rhe  men  who  were 
taken  prifoners  were  thrown  to 
rhofe  animals,  to  be  devoured 
alive. 

Deffalines  Hill  continued  the  T 
blockade,  and  found  op  nor  tu. 
nitres  to  decreafe  his  opponent’s 
means  of  operation, bothoffenfive  and 
bERrss.  [2J  defer,  five. 
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{qua dron  was  perceived  on  the 
coaft,  he,  in  conjunction  with 
Chnftopbe,  fent  a  hag  of  truce 
,witli  a  propofition  to  act  in  con¬ 
cert  agamft  the  French,  and,  in 
cafe  of  agreement,  to  requeft  fome 
a  (liti:  a  nee  in  {lores.  It  is  probable, 
that  an  account  of  the  atrocities 
of  the  French  accompained  this 
requeft,  for  fhortly  a  tier  ward,  a 
Britifn  Squadron  blockaded  Cape 
Francois,  and  Roehambeau  began 
to  found  the  Commodore  upon 
terms  fora  furrender  of  the  French 
troops.  About  this  rime,  fo  un- 
fafe  appeared  the  French  intereft, 
that  Jerome  Bonaparte,  the  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  FirftConful,  quitted  the 
iftand,  and  arrived  at  Baltimore, 
in  America. 

The  French  affairs  continued  to 
grow  worfe,  varying  only  by  the 
increafe  of  difficulty,  attended  with 
the  fame  difgraceful  employment 
of  the  moft  cruel  aftions,  till 
Roehambeau  actually  relinquifhed 
every  other  merit  or  aim,  than 
that  of  keeping  poiTeffion  of  the 
city  of  the  Cape,  and  fortifying 
it  by  all  means  that  art  could  de- 
vife*  or  effeft.  In  a  difpatch  on 
the  29th  of  October,  he  obferves. 
There  is  ft  ill  fome  merit  in 
defending  a  ravaged  colony,  againft 
a  civil  war  on  one  fide,  and  a 
foreign  enemy  on  the  other.'' 

Such  was  the  fituation  to  which 
were  reduced  the  conductors  of 
an  expedition,  which  had  highly- 
flattered  the  French  people  ;  had 
interefted  the  powers  of  Europe  ; 
and  fed  the  vanity  of  every  gene¬ 
ral  whom  intetell  could  procure 
to  be  appointed  to  its  fervice. 
The  victorious  Blacks,  however, 
continuing  to  pour  in  reinforce¬ 
ments  upon  the  plain  of  the  Cape, 
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Deffalines  refolved  to  attack  the 
city,  and  took  meafures  ac¬ 
cordingly.  A  powerful  body  de- 
feended  from  the  Morne  du  Cap, 
and  having  paffed  the  outer  lines, 
and  feveral  of  the  Blockhoufes,  a 
{harp  conflict  enfued,  and  they  then 
prepared  '  to  take  the  city  by 
{form  in  thirty-fix  hours.  The 
Blacks  being  irrefiftible,  Rocham- 
beau,  to  avoid  the  calamities  of 
longer  re h fiance,  offered  articles 
of  capitulation,  which,  the  Black 
General,  foregoing  the  defire  of 
revenge,  accepted,  granting  the 
enemy  ten  days  to  evacuate  the 
city,  leaving  every  thing  in  its 
exifting  condition.  They  were 
to  depart  in  their  own  fhips,  with 
the  honours  of  war,  to  retain  all 
their  private  property,  and  to 
leave  their  fick  to  the  care  of  the 
Blacks. 

Although  Commodore  Coring, 
who  commanded  the  Britifh  fqua- 
dron  which  was  ftill  ftationed  off 
CapeFran^oisjdid  not  enter  into  any 
definitive  alliance  in  confequence 
of  the  application  of  the  Blacks, 
he  continued  to  render  their  caufe 
an  incalculable  fervice,  by  prevent¬ 
ing  the  arrival  of  reinforcements 
or  fupplies.  Having  been  informed 
of  the  mode  by  which  provifions 
were  obtained  from  the  Spanifh 
part  of  the  ifland,  through  the 
Cura  col  paffage,  leading  to  the 
eaftern  entrance  of  the  harbour 
of  Cape  Francois,  a  frigate  was 
placed  fo  as  to  intercept  them,  by 
which  thirty  fmall  veffels,  feveral 
laden  with  bullocks,  were  captured 
in  a  fhort  time.  Thus,  deprived 
of  fupply  by  fea,  and  {hut  from  an 
intercourfe  with  the  land,  General 
Roehambeau  became  reduced  fo 
the  fituation  he  fo  forcibly  def- 
cribed  on  a  fubfequent  occafion. 

u  Pref^ed,^, 
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**  .Preffed5’  fa  id  he,  (C  almoft  to 
death  by  abfolute  famine,,  and 
after  waiting  for  a  confiderable 
time,  wretchedly  appeafmg  the 
defperate  calls  of  hunger  by  feeding 
on  our  horfes,  mules,  affes,  and 
even  dogs,  we  had  no  way  to 
efcape  the  poignards  of  the  enraged 
negroes,  but  by  trailing  our  fate 
to  the  fea.” 

The  fame  day  on  which  he  had 
treated  with  General  Diffalines, 
and  after  he  had  exchanged  hof- 
tages,  Rochambeau  thought  proper 
to  fend  to  the  Engliih  Commodore 
General  Boye,  and  Captain  Barne, 
with  propofals  to  treat  for  the  evacu¬ 
ation  of  the  Cape.  They  proposed 
that  General  Rochambeau  and  his 
guards,  comprizing  about  five 
hundred  men  fhould  be  conveyed  to 
France  in  two  veffels,  the  Surveii- 
lante  and  Cerf,  without  being  con. 
fidered  as  prifoners  of  war.  To 
this  propofition,  which  nothing 
but  the  liberality  they  had  fo  re¬ 
cently  experienced  could  give  rife, 
Commodore  Loring  returned  his 
refufal,  and,  at  the  feme  time,  fent 
Captain  Mofs,  of  the  Defiree,  with 
abfolute  terms.  Thefe  were,  a 
general  furrender  ;  that  the  French 
■officers  and  troops,  in  health, 
fhould  go  to  Jamaica,  and  the 
fick  to  France  and  America,  fecu- 
ri ty  being  given  for  the  veffels 
which  conveyed  them ;  prohibi¬ 
ting,  at  the  fame  time,  the  white 
inhabitants  of  the  Cape  from 
going  to  Jamaica.  To  this  com¬ 
munication,  General  Rochambeau 
returned  an  evafive  anfwer,  flatter¬ 
ing  himfelf  that  he  fhould  find 
ms  opportunity"  to  make  his 
efcape  from  the  Cape,  and  he  for¬ 
bore  any  farther  communication 
with,  and  Rill  concealed  from, 


the  Engliih,  the  capitulation 
into  which  he  had  entered 
with  Deflalines,  but  they  were  too 
vigilant  for  bis  purpofe.  ^ 
Captain  Loring  fummoned  ry 
the  General  of  Brigade, 
Noailles,  who  maintained,  un- 
moleRed,  a  fpecies  of  folitary  com¬ 
mand  at  the  Mole,  to  furrender. 
This  chief,  while  equivocating  as 
to  the  mode  of  his  capitulation,  em¬ 
barked  with  his  garfifon  in  the 
tight  on  board  fix  veffels,  but  five 
of  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
C  ommander  of  the  La  Pique,  and 
the  fixth  only  efcaped,  with  Gene- 


raLNoailles  on  board. 

Port-au-Prince  having  been 

V— j 

evacuated  at  different  periods,  was 
under  the  command  of  the  General 
ofDivilion,  Petion,  a  Black  Offi¬ 
cer  of  experience  and  ability,  who 
had  been  regularly  educated  at  the 
Military  fchool  in  France  ;  St, 
Domingo  thus  became  again  in  the 
full  poffeffion  of  the  native  array. 
The  force  which  had  arrived  with 
die  firfl  body  of  troops,  and 
Rationed  at'  the  Spanifh  capital 
under  General  Kerverfan,  had  re. 
mained  without  the  power  of  in¬ 
terfering  in  the  war,  and  con¬ 
tented  itfelf  with  the  parade  of 
communication  between  the  French 
and  Spamfh  inhabitants,  and  the 
people  of  Cuba. 

Immediately  on  the  ceffation 
of  hofiiilities,  which  promifed  to 
be  more  permanent  than  any  which 
had  preceded,  the  General  in 
Chief,  with  the  two  generals  be¬ 
tween  whom  the  jurifdiftion  of 
the  ifland  was  become  divided, 
Chriftophe  and  Clervanx,  began 
to  confider  of  the  Proclamation  ot 
independence,  and  thofe  meafures 
which  were  neceffary  for  the  pub- 
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lie  tranquillity.  In  a  Proc’ama- 
,  tion,  by  the  three  officers., 
r  from  head  quarters,  m  the 
0V*  name  of  the  Black-people 
and  men  of  Colour,  they  announced 
general  Freedom,  and  invited  the 
return  of  thofe  proprietors  who 
fled  during  the  conflict,  without 
having  become  obnoxious  by  any 
cruelty  of  difpofition  toward  their 
fervants,  or  inclination  to  the 
continuance  of  flavery ;  at  the 
fame  time,  aVowing,  that  to  thofe 
of  a  contrary  temper,  no  protec¬ 
tion  would  be  prom  i  fed;  and  that, 
as  to  foldiery  employed  in  any 
Future  expedition,  mercy  was  not 
to  be  expected.  They  declared 
their  difapprobaticn  of,  and  palli¬ 
ated  the  cruelties  which  were  the 
unavoidable  confequence  of  civil 
di flections  in  all  countries,  and 
propofed  that  a  new  regimen , 
founded  on  the  bafts  of  juftice, 
jffiould  prevail  in  Saint  Domingo. 

Retiring  no  more  from  General 
Rochambeau ,  ( al  though  acquain  ted , 
by  DefTalines,  with  the  Capitula¬ 
tion)  and  perceiving  no  move¬ 
ment,  the  Englifh.  Commodore 
addr. -fifed  that  General,  as  the  term 
allowed  him  had  nearly  expired, 
expreffimg  his  hopes  that  no  retrac¬ 
tion  would  take  place,  and  requeu¬ 
ing  pilots,  to  conduct  a  part  of  the 
fquadron  into  the  harbour,  to  take 
po fie ih on  of'  the  fn toping.  He 
received  an  anfwer  front  D  ffi;  lines, 
informing  him  of  the  fur  render  of 
the  French,  and  regretting  that  he 
could  not  fend  the  pilots  which 
were  required,  but  intimating  that 
there  would  be  no  occafion  for 
them,  as  he  ihould  compel  the 
French  veff-ls  to  quit  the  road, 
and  the Engbfh  Commodore  might 
do  'with  them  what  he  ikeufd 
think  proper. 


The  colours  of  the  .  <■ 

Blacks  were  foon  difplayed 
at  thedifFcrent  forts,  which  induced 
Commodore  Loring  to  fend  Cap¬ 
tain  Bligh  to  the  Black  General, 
to  inquire  the  circumkances  which 
occafioned  the  change,  when,  on 
entering  the  harbour,  he  met  Cap¬ 
tain  Bane,  who  in  treated  him  to 
go  on  board  the  Surveiliante,  and 
enter  into  fome  capitulation  with 
the  French,  that  they  m’ght  be 
placed  under  the  protection  of  the 
Engiidr,  the  Blacks  having 
threatened  to  link  the  -ve  fife-1  with 
red  hot  (hot,  in  confequence  of 
the  terms  of  the  capitulation  not 
being  complied  with  in  point  of 
time  :  this  he  2greed  to,  and 
articles  being  drawn,  in  which  the 

O  7 

Englifh  agreed  that  the  French 
fhould  Fiil  out  under  French 
colours,  and  fire  their  broad  fide 
previous  to  fur  render.  Captain 
Bligh 

O 


acquainted  the  Black  Ge- 


4 

ner.d  with  the  capture,  and  re^ 
quefred  he  would  defid  from  firing* 
till  the  wind  Ihould  be  fair  for 
their  departure  ;  an  indulgence 
which  was  not  obtained  but  with 
much  difficulty. 

The  force  taken  po  fie  if;  on  of  by 
Commodore  Loring,  comprized 
eight  thouffind  men;  the  (hipping, 
confided  of  three  frigates,  and 
lev.  ntee-n  merchant-men,  they 
were  conveyed  to  Jamaica,  from, 
whence  Admiral  Duckworth  im¬ 
mediately  difpatchfed  General 
Rochambeau,  and  the  officers  par¬ 
ticularly  in  his  confidence,  to 
England. 

The  other  colonies  of  France 
and  Holland  alfo  fufFered  feverely 
by  the  war,  or  fell  into  the  hands 
‘of  England.  Throughout  the 
French  Ifhands,  the  greatefi:  alarm 
of  famine  prevailed ;  in  Guana- 

loupe^ 
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of  20  killed,  1 10  wounded,  and  8 
miffing.  ((  l  cannot  omit  a  cir- 
cumflance,’’  fays  General  Gfinfield 
in  hisdifpatch,  e(  which  reflects  fo 
much  credit,  as  well  on  the  Britifh 
nation,  as  on  the  conduct  of  the 


e,  there  had  been  an  infurrec- 
tion  toward  the  clofe  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  in  the  fuppreffion  of 
wjjich,  the  French  in  their  ufual 
manner  had  made  an  extend ve 
maflacre,  and  thus  produced  a  fal¬ 
len  fubmiffion,  but  for  that  I  Hand,  foldiers  atflualiy  employed,  that 
as  well  as  Martinique  and  St,  Lucie,  notwithstanding  the  fevere  and 
neceffity  compelled  them  to  iffiue  fpirlted  ref  dance  of  the  French 
Proclamations,  allowing  the  'troops,  yet,  no  fooner  were  the 
lune  importation  of  provifions  in  works  carried  by  a  fault,  and  the 
J  *  foreign  veffels,  and  modern-  oppofition  no  longer  exifted,  than 
ting  the  duties  formerly  paid  on  every  idea  of  animofity  appeared 


them. 
June. 


At  the  time  thefe  Frock* 
mations  were  publifhed,  the 
diflr^fs  of  the  colonies  was  increa- 
fed  by  the  arrival  of  a  naval  force 
from  England  under  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  which  captured  many  ye  dels 
intended  for  their  fupply.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  Admiral  '  having 
made  proper  arrangements  with 
General  Grinfield  at  Barbadoes,  a 
body  of  troops,  was  put  on  board  at  being\reftored  to  their  natural 
the  fquadron,  which,  on  the  2  if  and  proper  government. 

Jit  day  break  were  off  the  north  The  colonies  of  ,  , 

end  of  St.  Lucie;  in  the  courfe  Berbice,  Demerary  2:> 
of  the  day  the  greater  part  of  and  Ilfequibo  were 
the  troops  was  difembarked  it)-  captured  with  equal  facility,  and 
Choque-Bay  ;  about  half  pelt  five  Captain  Malbcn,  of  his  Ma  jelly's 


to  ceafe,  and  not  a  French  foldier; 
was  eVher  killed  or  wounded.  " 

Ha  vine  thus  effected  the 

O  _  J  jj, 

conqueft  of  St.  Lucie,  gene-  T  f  ^ 
ral  Grinfield  proceeded  to 
Tobago,  where  General  Caefar 
Berthier  held  the  chief  command* 
This  ifiand  was  fuBdued  without 
refinance,  and  the  inhabitants, 
who  were  for  the  moil  part  Fngiifh, 
exprefled  lively  joy  and  gratitude 


the  out- pods  of  the  enemy  were 
driven  in,  the  town  of  Caftries 
taken,  and  a  fummons  was  font  to 
the  commander.  In  confequcnce 
of  the  refufal  of  Brio:  ade  General 
Nog ues  to  acce.de  to  ary  terms, 
&nd  the  expectation  of  approaching 
rains  rendering  it  nee.effary  to  get 
pofifeffion  of  the  Morne,  with  as 
little  delay  as  poffible,  the 
fort  refs  was  attacked  by  a  f- 
&ult,  and  carried  with  tire  lof? 


30th 

June* 


'.2. 


fnip  Aurora,  having  taken 
St.  Pierre  by  fur  prize,  ob¬ 
tained  poffieffion  of  j\Jiquelon 
alfo,  ip  which  he  found  no  inhabi¬ 
tants.  His  fedden  appearance  at 
Sf.  Pierre  fortunately  prevented 
the  inhabitants  from  afiembling, 
for  if  they  could  have  had  rime 
to  collect  themfelves,  they  would 
have  made  a  ftrong  refiftance,  havr 
irig  upwards  of  one  hundred  ftand 

of  a'rms  among  them. 
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Scurrility  of  the  French  prep;  comp  tel fory  infer  lion  of  an  ah  r jive  Man  iff  o  fa 
the  Hamburgh  paper  ;  official  publications  in  an  facer  to  the  Declaration  of 
England ;  a  form  of  Prayer  in  France  a  guv  ft  England ;  arrefl  of  Englifh 
fub  jells  travelling  and  ref  dent  in  France.  Alliance  between  France,  Italy 
and  Holland.  Spain  and  Portugal  pur  chafe  neutrality.  State  of  Turkey 
and  Naples.  Invafon  and  fubjugation  of  Hanover  by  the  French  ;  the 
King  of  England  refufes  to  ratify  the  Treaty  entered  into  by  the  regency  ; 
further  proceedings  of  the  French  ;  their  rapacity  and  cruelty.  Exertions 
aga'vfl  the  commerce  of  England.  Subfcriptions  throughout  France  for 
carrying  on  the  War.  Ships  voted,  and  flat-boats  built;  a  large  force 
collected  on  the  French  coafl.  Offer  of  Bonaparte  to  Louis  XVIII ;  nobly 
re je fled.  Bonaparte’ s  journey  ;  he  reviews  the  troops  on  the  coafl  ;  negleft 
and  inafiivity  of  Moreau.  Proceedings  in  England.-  Blockade  of  the 
Elbe  and  Wefer;  of  Genoa  and  Spezia  ;  and  of  Havre -de-grace.  Pre¬ 
parations  againfl  invaflon  ;  loyal  Addreffes  ;  patriotic  fund  \  meafures  for 
defence  of  the  Metropolis ;  Volunteers. 


THE  conduft  of  the  French 
government  in  their  hoftility 
to  Great  Britain  was  correfpondent 
with  the  fpirit  which  occafioned 
the  rupture.  From  the  day  when 
the  Kina’s  Meflaee  was  fent  to 
Parliament  ;  even  while  negotia¬ 
tions  'were  yet  carried  on,  and 
hopes  feenied  to  he  entertained  of 
a  reconcilement  of  differences,  the 
fury  of  the  French  prefs  was  let 
loofe  on  England,  and  her  govern¬ 
ment,  and  confidently  with  thatdif- 
gufting  ferocity  which  has  didin- 
guifhed  France  dnee  the  Revolu- 
tion,  the  mod  grofs  pcifonal  intuits 
were  levelled  at  the  King,  not  cal¬ 
culated  to  gain  on^  profelyte  to 
the  caufe  of  his  adverfaries,  but 
to  gratify  the  vulgar  in  hearing, 
and  the  didoyal  in  tranflating 
and  republifhing  them*  Such  ma¬ 
lignant  libels  in  the  French  papers, 
where  nothing  is  inferted  accident¬ 
ally,  are  fuffieiently  difgraccful  to 


the  nation  which  llcenfed  them, 
but  the  compulfory  inlertion  of  the 
famous  Manifedo  already  alluded 
to,  in  the.  Hamburgh  paper,  called 
Correfpondenten,  exceeds  in  atro¬ 
city  any  aft  of  a  like  ,  description 
which  has  difgraced  a  Civilized 
people.  The  circumdances  are 
thus  related.  Reinha rd,  the  French 
Minifter  at  Hamburgh,  applied  to 
the  Magidrates,  foon  after  the 
appearance  of  the  King’s  Meffage, 
to  caufe  the  infertion  of  a  feurri- 
lous  and  vulgar  Manifedo*  full  t>f 
the  mod  indecent  inveftives  againft 
England.  This  production  was 
referred  to  the  Syndic  and  Cenfor 
of  the  prefs,  who  permitted  it  to 
be  inferted,  after  ftriking  out  the 
mod  obje&ionable  paffages.  This, 
however,  indead  of  fatisfying  the 
French  Minider,  provoked  his 
utmed  indignation,  which  was  not 
to  be  appeafed  but  by  publifhing  it 
in  its  intire  date.  A  courier  was 

fent 
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fent  exprefs  from  France  with  in- 
ftru&ions ;  an  extraordinary  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  fenate  was  convened,, 
where  the  threats  of  France  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  the  government,  afraid  to 
refufe  a  compliance  with  the  im¬ 
perious  demand  of  Bonaparte, 
agreed  that  it  fhould  be  inferted 
without  alteration  or  fuppreffion, 
and  in  that  ftate  it  appeared,  to  the 
aftonilhment  of  all  thinking  men, 
throughout  the  world* 

After  the  Britifh  Embaflador  had 
departed  from  Paris,  and  the  King’s 
Declaration  had  appeared,  together 
with  the  papers  laid  before  Parlia¬ 
ment,  Bonaparte  alfo  iflued  a  de¬ 
claration  in  a  meffiage  to  the  fenate 
and  legiflative  body,  in  which  he 
imputed  to  England,  ever  fmee  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  a  courfe  of  pro¬ 
jects  to  rekindle  diftord  between 
the  two  nations.  He  alfo  publifhed 
a  mafs  of  official  papers,  in  which 
forne  of  the  correfpondence  which 
took  place  between  the  two  go¬ 
vernments  previous  to  thefignature 
of  the  preliminary  treaty  was  de~ 
tailed,  and  in  the  official  paper 
appeared  two  very  long  feries  of 
obfervations  on  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land’s  Declaration,  meeting  it 
article  by  article,  and  affefiing 
to  deny  every  allegation,  and 
refute  every  argument  it  contained. 
One  of  thefe  papers  concludes 
in  thefe  terms.  “  France,  by  the 
fuccefs  of  her  arms,  had  acquired 
poffeffion  of  all  the  countries,  from 
the  North  Sea  to  the  Adriatic, 
and  from  the  Danube  to  the  canal 
of  Medina.  What  has  fhe  done 
for  the  fake  of  general  peace  ? — 
She  reftores  Batavia  to  herfelf ; 
fhe  reftores  Switzerland  to  her 
independence  and  her  ancient  con- 
ftitutions ;  (he  cedes  the  Venetian 
countries  to  Auftria  ;  territorial 
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indemnities  are  allotted  to  the 
electors  of  the  Germanic  body ; 
the  Venetian  iflands  regulate  their 
government  under  the  influence  of 
Ruffia  and  the  Porte ;  Italy  be¬ 
holds  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Luccefe,  the  Italian  and  Ligurian 
republics;  the  French  troops  eva¬ 
cuate  the  ftatesefthe  Pope  and  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  ;  Etruria  re¬ 
ceives  a  King  ;  the  French  army 
at  the  gates  of  Vienna,  return  to 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  and 
Portugal  is  evacuated,  and  reftored 
to  her  former  independence.  Alas ! 
if  France  had  entertained  projefls 
of  ambition,  and  views  of  aggran¬ 
dizement,  would  lhe  not  have 
preferred  Italy  entire,  under  her 
direct  influence  ?  Would  fhe  not 
have  extended  her  dominion  over 
Batavia,  Switzerland,  and  Portu¬ 
gal  ?  Inflead  of  this  eafy  aggran¬ 
dizement,  lhe  prefents  a  wife  limi¬ 
tation  of  her  territory  and  her 
power  ;  lhe  fuffers  the  lofs  of  the 

immenfe  territory  of  Saint  Domin- 
* 

go,  as  well  as  the  treafures  and 
armies  deftined  for  the  re  flora  - 
tion  of  that  colony  ;  lhe  makes 
every  facrilice  to  obtain  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  peace.  England,  on 
the  contrary,  feizes  upon  the 
opulent  iiland  of  Ceylon,  and  the 
entire  navigation  of  the  gulph  of 
Bengal  ;  fhe  obtains  the  important 
pofleffion  of  Trinidad  ;  fhe  eflfays,  • 
by  a  fecret  treaty  with  the  Mame¬ 
lukes,  to  invade  Egypt,  by  Apply¬ 
ing  them  with  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  ;  fhe  remains  in  Alexandria 
long  after  the  time  appointed  for 
its  evacuation,  and  only  abandons 
it  becaufe  the  ravages  of  the  plague 
began  to  terrify  her  ;  fhe  violates 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  in  order  to 
retain  Malta,  to  direft  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  barbarous  Corfairs, 
[0]  4  t9 
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to  carry  on  the  exclufive  commerce 
of  the  Adriatic,  the  Levant,  the 
Dardanelles  and  the  Black  fea,  and 
to  il'iut  up  from  all  nations  the  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  Mediterranean 
{he*  unites  her  efforts  to  prevent 
.France  from  retaining  St.  Domin¬ 
go,  and  enjoying  Louifiana  .  (lie 
excites  difientions  in  the  Swifs 
Cantons,  and  fur  nifties  arms  and 
ammunition  for  their  civil  exter¬ 
mination  ,  Hie  fends  fquadrons  into 
the  North  Seas,  and  before  the 
Texel  and  the  Meufe,  threatening 
invade  Batavia,  fne  covets  the 
poked! on  of  Sicily,  demands  the 
ill  and  of  Lampedofa,  and  occupies 
Sardinia.  The  four  quarters  of 
the  globe,  gulphs,  capes,  ftraits, 
opulent  colonies,  nothing  can 
fati'fy  her  political  and  commercial 
cupidity.  The  extent  of  her 
avarice  and  ambition  is  at  length 
clifcovered.  The  mafic  falls,  Eng¬ 
land  aligns  but  thirty-fix  hours 
for  the  coljtmuanceiof  peace.  She 
has  f peculated  on  a  hidden  war,  for 
the  pnrpofe  of  feezing,  at  once, 
upon  the  riches  depofited  on  the 
Ocean,  which  the  Spanifh,  Ponu- 
gueze,  and  Batavian  colonies  w-ere 
at  Lift  fending  to  their  mother 
countries,  as  well  as  upon  the  fnips 
of  the  f  ranch  republic,  and  the 
veffels  of  her  fcarcely  reviv  ed  com¬ 
merce.  England,  at  the-  will  of  a 
few  hateful  and  powerful  paftions, 
didurbs  the  tranquillity  of  the 
world,  violates  without  fhaibe, 
the  rights  of  nations,  tramples 
under  loot  the  pjoft  foiemn  treaties, 
and  fali! tics  the  fworn  faith  of 
governments.  One  obftacle  only 
arrefts  the  progrefs  of  her  ambiti¬ 
ous  career  ;  it  is  France  victorious, 
moderate,  and  prefperous  ;  it  is  her 
energetic  and  enlightened  govern¬ 
ment  ;  it  is  her  iiluftrious  and 


magnanimous  chief.  Thefe  are 
the  objeCts  of  her  delirious  envy, 
her  reiterated  attacks,  her  impla¬ 
cable  hatred,  her  diplomatic  in¬ 
trigues,  her  maritime  confpiracies, 
and  her  official  denunciations.  But 
Europe  beholds;  France  prepares 
for  battle;  hiftory  relates  that 
Pvome  overthrew  Carthage. " 

The  religious  prejudices  of  the 
French  people  were  alfo  invoked 
by  their  government  to  animate 
their  hoftility  agairift  England. 
Early  in  the  year,  Bonaparte  had 
declared  that  four  Bifhops  fhould 
be  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  Cardi¬ 
nals  ;  and  (he  Pope,  profefiing  his 
gratitude  to  the  Firft  Conful,  for 
the  re-eft ahlifhment  of  religion,  by- 
means  of  the  Concordat,  acquief- 
ced  in  the  nominations  fent  to  him. 
T  hey  were  Fefch,  Archbifhop  of 
Lyons,  uncle  to  the  Firft  Conful  ; 
j.  de  Dieu  Raymond  Bcifgelin, 
Archbifhop  of  Tours  ;  E.  H.  Cam- 
baceres,  Archbifhop  of  Rouen  ;  the 
fourth  he  referved  in  petto .  On  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  ^  , 
Bonaparte  by  a  circular  let-  i 
ter,  inftrudfed  the  Cardinals,  -J1111'-* 
Archbifhops,  and  Bifhops  of  France, 
to  older  up  prayers  for  the  fuccefs 
of  his  enterorize,  audit  was  a  mono' 

1  .  y  .  Cj 

the  wonders  of  the  times,  to  hear 
thofe  Bifliops  and  other ,  dignita¬ 
ries,  and  many  prieftq  who  had 
received  fupnort  and  comfort  from 
the  people  or  England  in  the  hour 
of  their  perfecutioiv  and  afftiClion, 
praying  Providence  to  afftidt  and 
crufli  their  benefadors, 

A  me  a  fu  re  more-  unexpended*, 
decidedly  repugnant  to  every 
principle  of  good  faith,  and  a  per- 
iedl  novelty  in  the  hiftory  of  mo¬ 
dern  ho  ft  Pity ,  was  alfo  reforted 
to  by  fir  French  Government. 
When  the  sews  of  the  King’s 
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MciTage  arrived,  moft  of  the 
Englifh  whom  curiofitv  had  drawn 
into  France  prepared  for  their 
departure,  but  they  received  pofi- 
tive  affurances  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  that  whatever  termination 
theexifting  difcuffions  might  take, 
their  liberty  and  fafety  (hould  not 
be  affected.  Tooeafily  quieted  by 
thefe  promifes,  they  remained  in 
France,  but  foon  after  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  Lord  Whitworth,  they 
were  all  feized  and  marched  as 
prifoners  to  Valenciennes.  Befide 
thofe  who  had  been  in  France 
through  mere  curiofity,  there  were 
many  artizans,  who,  feduced  by 
fpecious  promifes  of  eafy  eftabilfh- 
ment  and  large  emolument,  had 
been  led  to  fettle  in  the  French 
dominions.  Thefe  perfons  were 
alfo  feized,  and  being  without 
refourc«:s,  except  thofe  derived 
from  their  induilry  and  ingenuity 
they  could  now  no  longer  ufe, 
were  doomed  to  fubfifl  on  a  mifer- 
able  pittance  allowed  by  the  trea¬ 
cherous  government,  or  urged  by 
poverty  and  importunity,  to  in¬ 
lilt  in  the  corps  of  Irifh  rebels 
which  was  armed  in  the  fervice  of 
France. 

Nor  were  the  exertions  of  Bona¬ 
parte  confined  to  France;  in  every 
other  country  to  which  his  influence 
extended,  a  Itrong  attempt  was 
made  to  raife  new  partizans  againft 
Engl  and,  and  to  make  thofenations, 
if  not  parties  in  the  war,  at  le^ft 
lioftile  in  their  neutrality,  or  tri¬ 
butary  to  France  for  liberty  to 
prefer ve  it.  Notwithftanding  the 
liberal  offers  of  the  Britijfh  govern, 
mem  to  leave  the  United  ftates  in 
peace,  if  the  French  would  abftain 
from  fending  troops  into  their 
territory  for  the  invafion  of  Eng. 

Inland,  the  Dutch  were,  immediately 


on  the  commencement  of  hoftili„ 
ties,  overwhelmed  with  French 
regiments,  the  commanders  of 
which  obliged  the  government, 
notwithllanding  its  fuppofed  inde¬ 
pendence,  to  adopt  every  meafure 
required  by  France.  A  treaty  of 
alliance  ofFenfive  and  defenfivo 
was  concluded  between  the  Gallic, 
jBatavian  and  Italian  republics ;  the 
introduction  of  Britilh  goods  into 
Holland  was  prohibited  under 
fevere  penalties,  and  in  Hoi-  9 
land,  as  in  France,  all  Bririfh  *^u  Y* 
fubjeets  were  feized  and  detained 
as  prifoners.  In  thefe  tranfaFtions, 
it  was  evident  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  yielded  to  force,  and  they 
would  have  been  intitled  to  com- 
miferation  could  it  have  been  for¬ 
gotten,  that  their  own  treachery, 
ingratitude  and  fpirit  of  faFtion 
had  placed  them  in  their  abjeft 
fituation.  Their  degradation  and 
{offerings  were  complete  ;  French 
troops  were  fent  into  their  territo¬ 
ries  without  their  confent;  contri¬ 
butions  were  demanded  for  their 
fupport,  and  if  not  paid,  the  foL 
diers  were  quartered  on  the  people ; 
the  equipment  of  a  large  fleet,  and 
the  cuftody  of  feveral  important 
towns  were  demanded  by  France, 
and  Holland,  incapable  of  exerci- 
fing  a  will  of  her  own,  was  daily 
menaced  with  a  total  change  in 
the  form  of  her  confljtution. 

Spain  and  Portugal  purchafed  per- 
miffion  to  remain  neutral ;  another 
novelty  introduced  into  the  ci vili T 
zed  world  in  the  prefent  times. 
Early  in  the  year,  Bonaparte  had 
fent  General  Lafnes,  who  was  fup. 
pofed  to  have  given  feme  offence 
at  the  Thuil Fries,  as  embaflador  to 
Liibon.  This  officer  had  formerly 
filed  the  fame  miffion,  but  hhd 
been  recalled,  and  his  behaviour 

was 


/ 


was  fait!  to  have  been  particularly 
offer! five  to  the  court  of  Portugal. 
His  million,  on  this  occafion,  was 
therefore  confidered  as  a  moil  hu¬ 
miliating  inful r,  efpecially  as  it 
was  accompanied  “with  inftruCtions 
to  caufe  the  commerce  and  interells 
of  France  to  be  rcfpefted  equally 
with  thofe  of  the  moll  favoured 
nation,  and  a  declaration  that  the 
Fi rft  Conful  was  intirely  fatisfied 
with  his  conduffc  in  Porugal  up 
to  the  prefect  time.  When  war 
was  begun,  no  further  ceremony 
was  confidered  neccffary,  and 
France  demanded  and  obtained 
front  Spain  four  millions,  and  from 
Portugal  a  million  and  a  half  of 
livres,  for  liberty  to  abftain  from 
o-oincr  to  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Cn  the  declaration  of  War,  the 
Porte  declared  its  rcfoluticn  to 
remain  neutral,  and  this  determi¬ 
nation  was  not  openly  refilled)  hut 
all  the  addrcfs  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  was  exened  to  create  an 
influence  in  the  councils  of  that 
power.  An  infur  region  of  the 
Arnaufs  and  Albanians  in  Egypt 
was  regarded  with  fome  anxiety 
as  favourable'to  the  views  of  F ranee. 

An  embaffador  fent  by  the 

o-overnment  of  Ccnffantino- 

/  '  A  x.  # 

pie  was  received  by  the  Fur  ft 
Conful  wirh  extraordinary  com¬ 
placency,  and  he  congratulated 
Bonaparte  cn  the  neftoration  of 
amity  between  the  two  countries, 
recommending  an  oblivion  of  the 
pad  as  the  bell  means  of  fubditti- 
ting  a  folid  and  eternal  peace,  for 
that  hoflility  which  between  France 
and  Turkey  was  -contrary  to 
nature. 

In  the  dominions  of  the  King 
of  Naples,  and  id  various  parts  of 
Italy,  the  armies  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  France,  made  various 


movements,  in  contempt  of  neu- 
trality,  and  to  the  oppreffion  and 
terror  of  the  furrounding  Hates, 
but  none  of  thofe  were  of  fufficient 
moment  to  require  a  feparate  de¬ 
tail. 

When  Talleyrand,  in  his  threat¬ 
ening  note  to  Lord  Whitworth, 
mentioned  the  invafion  of  Hanover 
as  a  probable  aft  of  French  hoftili- 
ty  againft  the  King  of  England, 
the  power  to  exercife  that  threat 
was  fully  appreciated,  and  no  hope 
could  reafonably  be  entertained 
that  a  regard  to  juftice,  to  treaties, 
or  to  the  Law  of  Nations  as  re¬ 
cognized  during  the  modern 
periods  of  civilized  warfare,  would 
prevent  the  ruler  of  France  from 
putting  the  menace  in  execution. 
The  peace  elbiblilhment  of  the 
Hanoverian  troops,  according  to 
a  datement  publifhed  by  the  resi¬ 
dent  from  that  electorate  in  London, 
was  about  fix  teen  thoufand  five 
hundred  men.  d  his  number  was 
confiderably  augmented  by  levies 
throughout  the  country,  when  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year 
i  793,  the  greatefl  part  joined, the 
allied  army  in  Brabant;  and,  in 
the  year  1796,  fifteen  thoufand 
men  being  required  for  the  army 
of  obfervation,  which  was  to  cover 
the  line  of  demarcation  agreed 
upon  between  the  King  of  Pruffia 
and  the  French  Republic,  they  re¬ 
mained  upon  that  footing ;  but 
when,  in  the  year  1801,  not  only 
this  army  was  diffolvcd,  but  the 
Pruffian  occupation  made  thefpeedy 
reduction  of  the  Hanoverian  troops 
neceffarv,  all  the  levies  which  had 
been  miff'd  during  the  war,  were 
difeharged  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
mifes  which  had  been  made  to 
them  ;  it  was  impoffible,  by  volun¬ 
tary  recruiting,  which  is  the  only 
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mode  allowed  by  the  conditution 
in  times  of  peace,  immediately  t<3 
complete  the  eftablifhment,  and  the 
difficulty,  afterward,  increafed 
greatly,  when  the  bilhopricks  of 
Hildefheim  and  Eichsfeld,  which 
had,  until  then,  furnifhed  many 
recruits,  became  Pruffian  provinces. 
For  thefe  reafons,  the  troops,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  prefect 
troubles,  did  not  amount,  altoge¬ 
ther,  to  fifteen  thoufand  men,  acon- 
fiderable  number  of  which  were 
abfent  on  furlough,  in  the  new 
Pruffian  provinces,  and,  although 
faithful  and  well-difpofed,  were 
prevented  from  joining  their  regi¬ 
ments.  Thus  not  more  than 
thirteen  thoufand  men  could  be 
depended  upon,  and  thefe,  after 
completing  the  garrifon  and  for- 
trefs  of  Kameln,  and  fome  fmall 
detachments,  which  could  not  be 
difpenfed  with,  left  a  force  of  but 
little  more  than  ten  thoufand  men 
to  oppofe  the  enemy. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  his 
Majefty  apprized  the  regency  of 
Hanover  of  the  danger  to  which, 
in  confequence  of  the  menaces  of 
the  FirftConful,  the  country  would 
be  expofed,  in  cafe  of  a  war  be¬ 
tween  England  and  France ;  and 
direfted  that  the  foldiers  who  were 
abfent  fhould  be  made  to  return, 
and  that  the  regiments  fhould  be 
kept  in  a  date  of  readinefs  to  take 
the  field  ;  referring,  befides  for  the 
meafures  which  it  might  be  necef- 
fary  to  purfue,  to  the  regency  and 
to  Mar  dial  Walmoden,  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  of  the  army,  becaufe 
from  the  did  a  nee,,  and  from  the 
great  uncertainty  of  events,  it 
might  have  been  difadvantageous 
«\to  bind  them  by  any  orders  which 
fome  unforefeen  occurrence  would 
have  rendered  iels  proper,  or  perhaps 


lefs  applicable.  At  Hanover,  pre-, 
partitions  were  ma  e  for  forming 
camps,  and  collecting  foldiers,  but, 
it  appears,  that  every  difficulty 
attending  this  fervice  Was  confi- 
dered  as  almod  infurmountable  bv 

'  j 

the  government,  and,  indead  qf 
refort ing  to  the  prompt  and  ener¬ 
getic  meafures  which  fuch  a  crids 
required,  they  fent  to  England  for 
frefh  indruftions.  The  T 
anfwer  they  received,  Idtil  L  ciY • 
fiiewed  how  juitly  the  probability 
of  an  effectual,  or  even  vigorous 
refiftance  was  confidered.  They 
were  told  that  if  there  were  any 
hope  of  obtaining  the  principal 
end,  that  of  fecuring  the  country 
from  invafion,  every  effort  ought 
to  be  made  ;  but  that  if  only  minor 
cbjeCts  could  be  accompli  filed,  if 
nothing  remained  but  to  fave  the 
effects,  and  to  make  an  honourable 
retreat  for  the  army,  they  fhould 
proportion  the  means  to  thofe  ends, 
and  fhould  not  exaCt  facrifices  from 
the  country,  which,  without  the 
poffibility  of  being  ufeful  to  it, 
would  only  expofe  it  to  greater 
mifery. 

This  reolv  had  not  arrived  afi 

H  anover,  when.it  was  known  that 

Lord  Whitworth  was  on  the  point 

of  leaving  Paris,  and  that  a-coff- 

fiderable  body  of  French  troops 

was  affembling  near  Nimeeuen, 

with  the  ayowed  de  fign  of  invading 

the  Electorate.  •: 

Aware  of  thefe  circum-  ,  , 
,/lT.  1 6th 


dances,  his  Maicdy 


iffued 


a  Proclamation,  declaring, 
that,  whatever  the  event  of  the 
difference  now  exiding  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  French 
government  might  be,  he  fhould, 
in  his  capacity  as  Eleftor  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  German  Empire,  obferve 
the  drifted  neutrality,  and  might 
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therefore  judly  and  confidently  ex-  ed  in  the  Proclamation,  as  wifling 
pe<d,  that,  whatever  termination  to  fhare  every  danger,  and  perfon- 
the  prefen t  negotiation  might  have,  ally,  to  affid  in  every  thing,  that 
his  German  dates  would  not  be  might  promote  the  fafety  and  fecu- 
affefted  by  any  confequences  which  rity  of  the  people, 
might  enfue.  Confidering,  how-  Even  if  the  paternal  wifhes  of 
ever,  the  obvious  movements  of  his  Majedy  for  his  German  people 
the  troops  in  Holland,  the  podibi-  could  have  been  fulfilled,'  the  cele- 
lity  mud  occur,  that  in  cafe  the  rity  of  the  French  would  have  pre* 
before  mentioned  differences  ft ould  vented  the  affembling  of  any  con- 
not  be  amicably  fettled,  his  Ger-  fiderable  force  after  the  i (Tiling  of 
mandates  and  •fubjedts  might  be  this  Proclamation.  Early  in  May, 
expofed  to  ferious  danger.  His  the  French  troops  under  the  com- 
Majedy  applied,  therefore,  to  all  mand  of  General  Mortier,  had  af- 
the  loyal  fubjeHs  of  his  German  fembled  on  the  lower  Rhine,  to 
dates,  to  make,  in  cafe  of  fuch  the  number  of  40,000.  Im-  , 
danger,  all  thofe  efforts  and  facri-  mediately  after  the  return  ‘ 
dees  to  which  the  duties  they  owed  of  Lord  Whitworth,  they  ^ 
to  him  as  Sovereign,  their  attach-  paffed theWaal atHimeguen, 
jnent  to  their  native  country,  their  taking  with  them  a  great  quantity 
families,  connexions,  and  every  of  ammunition  and  providons,  and 
thing  dear  to  them,  already  bound  continued  their  march  to  Arnheim, 
them.  To  be  prepared  for  every  Doefburg,  and  the  department  of 
event  that  might  happen,  it  would  Overvffel,  and  edabhfhed  their 
be  neceffary  to  know  immediately,  head  quarters  at  Coevorden.  , 
the  exadf  number  of  perfons,  who,  At  this  place,  general  Mor-2-' 
in  cafe  of  necefGty,  could  take  up  tier  iffued  a  Proclamation  to  the 
arms  for  the  defence  of  their  coun-  Hanoverians,  declaring,  in  the 
try.  To  effecd  this,  magidrates  terms  of  deludon  ufed  ever  fmee 
were  commanded  to  make  every  the  French  Revolution,  that  his 
proper  exertion,  and  the  people  trobps  came  intotbeir  territory,  not 
were  exhorted  not  to  (hew  them-  to  fpread  eondernatior .in  the  fields,  . 
felves  fo  lod,  as  to  tranfgrefs  the  but  to  withdraw  the  portion  of 
fbleron  obligations  they  would  have  the  continent  which  they'1  inhabit- 
to  fulfil,  or  to  withdraw,  by  a  ed  from  a  government  inimical  to 


cowardly  and  treacherous  flight, 
from  giving  afllfiance  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country.  Should, 
^however,  fuch  be  found,  who,  in 
/time  of  danger  would  defert  their 
country  and  refufe  their  aid,  fuch 


the  repofe  ol  Europe,  and  which 
made  it  its  glory  to  tread  under 
feet  all  the  principles  of  the  rights 
of  men  and  of  civilized  nations. 
The  Fird  Confid,”  it  proceed¬ 
ed,  cc  faithful  to  the  fentiments  of 


wretches  diould,  the  cafe  being  moderation  and  humanity,  which 
lawfully  proved,  without 'hope  of  diftinguilh  him  as  eminently  as  his 
pardon,  be  deprived  of  all  they  political  and  warlike  virtues,  the 
might  poffefs  in  his  Majedy’s  Ger-  FirdConful  has,  ir.  vain,  exhat  fed 
man  dominions,  and  be  cut  off  all  the  means  of  conciliation  to 
from  all  inheritance  therein.  The  prevent  a  rupture,  1  he  King  of 
Duke  of  Cambridge  was  mention-  England,  perjured  as  to  his  met 
4  "  f 
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fagred  engagements,  has  falsified 
hil  fignature  by  refufmg  to  evacuate 
Malta,  as  he  had  foletnnlv  bound 
himfelf  to  do  by  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  ;  he  has  given  the  fignal 
for  hodiiities,  and  remains  alone 
refponfible  before  God  and  men 
for  the  calamities  which  the  fcourge 
of  war  may  bring  upon  the  dates 
under  his  dominions. ’’  The  people 
were  cautioned  againft  the  effect  of 
Proclamations  dictated  by  the 
blinded  Fury,  and  defigned  to  en¬ 
gage  them  in  a  difpute  to  which 
they  ought  to  be  drangers,  and 
of  which  thev  alone  would  remain 

j 

the  victims.  They  were  promifed 
fafe-tv  and  protection,  if,  confulting 
their  true  interefts,  they  would 
feparate  their  caufe  from  that  of  a 
Sovereign,  who,  in  breaking  all 
the  ties  of  good  faith,  hud  thereby 
freed  them  from  the  attachment 
which  thay  might  have  held  them- 
felves  to  owe  him. 

r  ,  The  day  after  the  date  of 
26th.  ,  •  /  j  r 

this  atrocious  and  perfidious 

Proclamation,  the  French  entered 

the  county  of  Bentheim,  and  made 

prifoncrs  the  garrifon  of  the  town 

of  Bentheim,  which  confided  of 

g  ^  an  officer  and  thirty  fix  men. 
'i'he  Hanoverian  garrifon 
immediately  evacuated  Ofnaburg 
and  went  to  Diepenau,  and  the 
inhabitants  fent  a  deputation  to 
the  French  general,  requeding  his 
good  treatment  for  the  town. 

The  government  of  Hanover, 
with  the  confent  of  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  had  applied  to  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  and  folicited  his 
abidance,  and  had  even  requeded, 
in  cafe  of  extremity,  that  he 
would  fend  a  body  of  his  own 
troops  into  the  electorate,  to  pro¬ 
tect  it  from  a  French  invaiion. 
The  King  of  Pruffia  did  not  think 


himfelf  warranted  in  doing  this, 
but  promifed  to  make  new  reprefen- 
tations  at  Paris,  to  prevent  the 
invafion  of  Hanover.  Meanwhile 
an  order  was  iffued  for  inlifting  afl 
perfons  capable  of  bearing  arms* 
and  then,  to  take  from  the  whole 
mafs,  a  fufficient  number  of  re¬ 
cruits  to  re-inforce  the  troops  of 
the  line,  which,  it  was  hoped* 
would  amount  to  thirty  thoiifand 
men.  Finding,  however,  that  no 
exertion  could  be  edeHual  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country,  and  that  no 
abidance  was  to  be  expeHed,  the 
regency  idued  art  order  to  all  - 
magidrates  and  public  officers,  * 
on  the  approach  of  the  French,  to 
regulate  their  whole  conduct  on 
the  principle  of  the  drifted  neu¬ 
trality,  which  it  belonged  to  the 
territory  to  maintain  as  intirely 
independent  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  a  com¬ 
pletely  feparate  podeffion,  according 
to  the  conditution  of  the  empire, 
and  the  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of 
Luneville.  They  were  readily  to 
furnifh  whatever  might  be  required 
of  them,  and  on  no  account  to  de- 
fert  their  offices  and  pods,  but 
remain  in  them,  and  faithfully  fulfil 
their  duty. 

At  this  time,  the  French  army, 

by  a  rapid  march,  had  taken  a  po- 

fition  before  Wechte  ;  they  pafled 

the  Hunte,  and  proceeded  to  Tech- 

lingen,  while  a  {mailer  body  of 

troops,  under  General  Hammer- 

dein,  retreated  to  Ber-  n  .  . 

n  -T-i  lit  and  2d 

den.  The  enemy  pro-  y 

ceeded  in  thex  fame  June* 

direHion,  and  having  been  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  bridge  of  Nieuburg 
was  repaired,  and  ,  the  principal 
force  for  protection  of  the  country 
ftationed  there,  they  reached,  with 
fpeed,  that  part  of  the  Wefer.  At 

that 
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that  point,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
had  the  command.  Marfhal  Count 
Walmoden,  who  had,  until  then, 
^  diretfled  every  thing  with 

T  unwearied  affiduity,  finding 

^Ulie'  himfel'f,  as  well  becaufe 
his  prefence  was  judged  indifpen- 
fable  at  Hanover,  as  on  account 
of  his  health,  not  in  a  condition 
to  join  the  troops  himfelf,  gave 
the  command  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  who,  influenced  only  by  his 
zeal,  undertook  it,  nothwithftand- 
ing  the  apparent  impoffibility  of 
fuccefs.  He  immediately  repaired 
to  the  place,  where  the 
bridge  over  the  Wefer  obliged 
them  to  take  the  firft  pofition  ; 
here  he  arrived  the  fame  night, 
and  found  fix  battalions  of  in¬ 
fantry,  fix  fquadrons  of  cavalry, 
and  fome  artillery,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  fcarcely  three  thpii- 
fiand  men.  The  reft  of  the  troops 
were,  either  ft  ill  on  their  inarch, 
or  at  fome  diftance,  to  cover  the 
other  paffages  on  the  We'er,  and 
to  enfurc  a  retreat  upon  the  Elbe, 
which  might  have  been  cut  oft', 

O  \ 

particularly  by  a  corps  of  the 
enemy  Rationed  at  Wildefhaufen, 
and  which,  it  was  fuppofed,  in¬ 
tended  to  proceed  to  Bremen,  and 
the  recruits  which  arrived,  one 
after  an  other,  having  never  borne 
arms,  and  being  neither  clothed 
nor  difeiplined,  were  fit  for  nothing 
but  to  be  placed  in  the  rear  of  the 
army,  that  they  might  not  impede 
its  operations  in  a  deciftve  mo¬ 
ment. 

The  regency  ot  Hanover  had, 
in  the  mean  time,  difpatched  depu¬ 
ties,  civd  and  military,,  to  Mor- 
tier,  intreating  him  to4  fufpend 
his  march,  as  they  were  empower¬ 
ed  to  make  advantageous  propor¬ 


tions.  He  anfwered,  that  he 
would  liften  to  none,  unlefs  he  had 
the  certainty  of  immediately  oc¬ 
cupying  the  country  of  Hanover, 
and  particularly  the  ftreng  places 
belonging  to  it  ;  adding,  that  if 
the  leaft  refiftance  were  made,  or 
the  Wefer  were  once  palled,  he 
fhould  not  confider  himfelf  bound 
by  thofe  offers.  In  fa 61,  the 
advanced  part  of  the  French  army 
appeared-  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
i  2th.  at  about  the  diftance  of  one 
mile  from  Nieuberg,  and  refuting 
to  halt,  attacked  the  Hanoverian 
advanced  pofts,  but  were  repulfed. 
The  French  loft,  according  to  their 
own  account,  thirty  men,  and  then 
halted.  The  Hanoverians  had 
one  killed,  and  five  wounded, 
which  were  carried  off.  At  the 
moment  when  the  report  of  this 
affair  reached  Nieuberg,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  received  a  difpatch  from 
the  regency  of  Hanover,  in  which 
they  begged  of  him  to  return  im¬ 
mediately.  He  inftantly  fet  out, 
and  about  half-way,  met  the  de- 
pu ties,  who  were  returning  to  the 
French  head  quarters,  to  conclude 
a  Convention,  undoubtedly  upon 
terms  rather  more  moderate  than 
thofe  which  had  been  offered, 
but  by  which  the  troops  were 
bound  not  to  ferve  again!!  France 
or  her  allies  during  the  prefen t 
war,  unlefs  they  were  exchanged. 
Imperious  neceffity  dictated  this 
refolution ;  but  the  Duke  could 
neither  take  part  generally,  in  fucli 
a  Convention,  nor  fiubmit  to  this 
engagement,  and  he  had  previouily 
declared  it.  He  therefore  , 

gave  in  his  refigua  ion,  and  -A 

°  ,  i  unc# 

departed,  the  day  on  which  J 

the  Convention  was  figned  at  the 

French  head  quarters,  fubject  to 

,  raufi- 
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ratification  by  the  governments  of 
France  and  England.  Ey  this 
treaty,  the  army  were  to  be 
prifoners  of  war  :  the  French  ob¬ 
tained  poffeffion  of  the  whole  coun¬ 
try,  particularly  the  mouths  of  the 
Elbe  and  the  Vvefer,  and  Mortier 
gave  orders  for  feizing  all  the 
velfels  on  thofe  rivers. 

The  terms  of  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  at  Suhlingen  prefenfed  to 
the  French  Government  a  new- 
held  for  the  exercife  of  diplomatic 
,  fine  he.  Talleyrand  lent 
j  by  an  expreis  to  the  Eng- 

~  ltne*  lifh  Government,  a  letter, 
flaring  that  the  Firft  Conful  having- 
had  in  view  nothing  but  the  pro¬ 
curing  of  pledges  for  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  Malta,  and  the  complete 
execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
did  not  wifh  to  make  the  fubjecls 
of  his  Britannic  Majefly  experi¬ 
ence  all  the  rigours  of  war  ;  but 
he  could  not  ratify  the  treaty 
without  an  engagement  from  his 
Majelly  that  the  army  captured 
in  Hanover  fhould  be,  in  the 
firlt  inftance,  exchanged  for  all  the 
Bailors  or  foldiers  his  Majefly’s 
fhips  might  have  made,  or  be  in 
fituation  of  making  prifoners. 
Should  the  King  refufe  to  ratify 
this  treaty,  Hanover  would  be 
treated  as  a  country  which,  left 
to  itfelf,  abandoned  by  its  Sove¬ 
reign,  would  be  confulered  as  con- 
quered  without  capitulation,  and 
given  up  to  the  diferetion  of  the 
power  occupying  it. 

Fo refeeing  that  his  Majefly 
could  not  accede  to  thefe  propor¬ 
tions,  the  French  Government, 
in  order  to  produce  a  political  ef¬ 
fect  in  Hanover,  diieHed  Mortier 
to  acquaint  the  general  of  the 
forces  of  that  country  with  the 
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returned  promptly  the  only  JulR  s 
anfwer  which  could  be  given 

•J 

to  the  infidicus  propofal.  His 
Majefly  faid,  that  as  he  had  always 
con  fide  red  the  eharadter  of  Eleftor 
of  Hanover,  diflmdt  from  that  of 
King  of  Great  Britain,  he  could 
not  acquiefce  in  any  aft  which 
might  effablirh  the  idea  that  he 
was  juflly  fufceptible  of  being  at¬ 
tacked  in  one  capacity  for  the 
conduct  he  might  have  thought  it 
his  duty  to  adopt  in  the  other. 
It  was  not  the  firlt  time  that  this 
principle  had  been  advanced.  It 
had  been  recognized  by  feveral 
powers  of  Europe,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  by  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  in  1795;,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  accefiion  of  his 
Majefly  to  the  treaty  of  Bafle, 
acknowledged  his  neutrality  in 
his  capacity  of  Elector  of  Ha¬ 
nover,  at  the  moment  they  were 
at  war  with  him  in  his  quality 
of  King  of  Great  Britain.  This 
principle  had  been  moreover 
confirmed  by  his  Majefly ’s  con¬ 
duct  with  refpedt  to  the  treaty  of 
Lunev iile,  and  by  the  arrange¬ 
ments  which  had  lately  taken 
place  relative  to  the  German  in¬ 
demnities,  which  were  to  have 
for  their  objeft  the  providing  for 
the  independence  of  the  Empire, 
and  which  Lad  been  folemnly 
guaranteed  by  the  principal  powers 
of  Europe,  but  in  which  his  Ma¬ 
jefly,  as  King  of  Great  Britain, 
took  no  part.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumflances,  his  Majefly  was  de¬ 
termined,  in  his  charafter  of  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Hanover,  to  appeal  to  the 
Empire  and  to  the  powers  of 
Europe  who  had  guaranteed  the 
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offer  that  had  been  made. 
The  Eng  lifh  Government 
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Germanic  Conftitution,  and  con¬ 
sequently  3iis  rights  and  pofFeffions 
in  quality  of  Prince  of  that  Em¬ 
pire.  Until  his  Majefty  fhould 
be  inforfned  of  their  fentiments, 
he  declared,  that  in  his  charafter 
of  Elector  of  Hanover,  he  would 
fcrupuloufly  abftain  from  every 
a<?l  which  might  he  confidered  as 
contravening  the  Populations  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Convention  con¬ 
cluded  on  the  third  of  June,  be¬ 
tween  the  deputies  appointed  by 
-the  Regency  of  Plane ver  and  the 
French  Government. 

^  Gn  receipt  of  this  letter, 
j  ,  the  Convention  of  Suhlin- 
**  p  gen  was  declared  by  the 
French  to  be  null  and  void,  and 
Mortier  was  directed  to  notify 
the  event  to  Count  Walmoden. 
In  executing  this  corrUniffion,  the 
French  General  called  to  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  opponent,  that 
in  1757,  &  (malar  Convention  Was 
concluded  at  C Idler  Seven,  be¬ 
tween  M.  de  Richelieu  and  the 
(Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  that 
the  King  of  England,  net  having 
chofen  to  adhere  to  it,  he  gave 
orders  to  his  army  to  recommence 
Piohiiities.  It  was  evident,  he 
faid,  that  England  facrificed  un¬ 
worthily  the  Hanoverian  troops, 
whofe  bravery  was  known  to  all 
Europe  ;  but  it  was  not  lefs  notori¬ 
ous,  that  every  plan  of  defence 
on  their  part  would  be  illufory,  and 
would  only  draw  down-  new  mi¬ 
series  upon  the  country.  Propor¬ 
tions  were  therefore  made  that 
the  army  fhould  lay  down  their 
arms  in  order  to  be  lent  prifeners 
war  into  Fiance.  1  his  af. 
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tcnifhing  ir.fult  reufed  the  indig¬ 
nation  of  the  Hanoverians,  and 
Enron  de  Eock -had  an. interview 
with  Mortier,  in  which  he  faid, 


that,  rather  than  dole  with  Kwh 


abjedh  terms,  the  army  had  te* 

folved  to  perifh  with  arms  in  their 

hands,  and  folicited  forne  modift- 

cation.  Mortier,  after  much 

feurrility  againft  the  King  of 

England,  refufed  compliance,  and 

fpeedily  prepared  to  attack  the 

army,  which  was  pofied  between 

Steknitz  and  Bille* 

Plaving  collected  a  num-  ^ 

ber  of  barques  on  the  Elbe,  J 
*  cind 

he  had  proceeded  to  the 

middle  of  the  river,  when 
a  capitulation  was  agreed  to, 
which,  according  to  the  French  ac¬ 
count,  Marfhai  Walmoden  figned 
with  an  affiidted  heart.  The  con¬ 
ditions,  indeed  were  fuch  as  ty¬ 
ranny  alone  could  demand,  and 
defpair  accept.  The  army  were 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  which, 
with  all  the  artillery,  were  to  be 
delivered  to  the  French  ;  as  were 
all  the  horfes  of  the  Hanoverian 
troops  of  cavalry,  and  the  artillery 
horfes.  The  Hanoverian  army 
was  diffolved  ;  the  troops  to  pafs 
the  Elbe,  and  retire,  every  one 
to  his  own  home,  engaging,  on 
their  honour,  not  to  bear  arms 
againft  France  and  her  allies, 
without  being  exchanged  for 
French  foldiers  of  the  fame  rank, 
who  had  been  made  prifoners  by 
England  in  the  courfe  the  war. 
The  officers  to  retire,  on  their 
hohour,  to  the  places  which  they 
might  chufe  for  their  re  fide  nee, 
but  not  no  leave  the  continent  ;  to 
retain  their  fwords,  horfes,  effects 
and  baggage.  The  foldiers,  after 
their  return  home,  to  wear  no  uni¬ 
form.  -s 

The  French  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  city  of  Hanover, 
where  they  polTeffed  the  ml  elves  of 
of  large  quantities  of  arms,  ar¬ 
tillery  and  military  equipments 
in  general,  and  what  they  valued 
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nloft,  h  great  number  of  very 
fine  horfes,  fit  for  cavalry.  Frefh 
troops  from  France  and  Holland 
daily  poured  in*  and  occupied 
every  part  of  the  Electorate. 
They  came  ragged  and  unpro¬ 
vided,  and  were  not  only  fed,  but 
cloathed  and  equipped  at  the 
expence  of  the  people. 
The  French  Commanders, 

**  '  with  that  counterfeit  hu¬ 

manity  which  renders  their  oppreffi- 
on  mor,e  bitter,  and  tyranny  more 
galling,  iffued  a  Proclamation, 
directing  their  foldiery  t£>  abftain 
even  from  any  words  which  might 
hurt  the  feelings  of  the  difarmed 
Hanoverians ;  but  the  people  foon 
found  that  any  refinance,  even 
that  of  an  untrained  multitude, 
furnifhed  only  with  fuch  arms  as 
hafte  and  rage  could  fupply,  could 
not  have  led  to  fuch  calamities  as 
followed  fubmiffion.  The  Elector¬ 
ate  foon  became  a  fcene  of  pillage 
and  butchery,  yielding  only  to 
the  flate  of  Switzerland  in  the 
Spring  of  1798.  The  French 
foldiers  had  the  moil  unbounded 
indulgence  of  their  ruling  pafiions 
of  rapacity,  cruelty,  and  luff.  In 
the  city  of  Hanover,  and  even 
in  the  public  flreets,  women  of 
the  higheft  rank  were  violated  by 
the  loweft  of  that  brutal  fodiery, 
in  the  prefence  of  their  hufhands 
and  fathers,  and  fubje&ed,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  fuch  additional  and 
undefcribable  outrages  as  the 
brutal  fury  of  the  violators,  en- 
flamed  by  drunkennefs,  could  con¬ 
trive.  What  happened  in  the 
great  towns,  and  befel  perfons  of 
rank,  was  of  courfe  better  known 
than  the  calamities  of  the  body 
of  the  people ;  but  every  village 
exhibited  the  fame  fcenes  in  mi- 
Vol,  XLV,  or  You  III,  New 


niature.  The  peafants,  with  more 
fpirit,  patriotifm  and  loyalty, 
than  prudence,  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  country,  were  driven 
into  infurreCtion ;  many  villages 
were  burnt  to  the  ground^  and  ‘ 
two  diftriCts  delivered  over  to  all 
the  horrors  of  military  execu¬ 
tion. 

For  the  purpofe  of  commanding 
the  navigation  of  the  riversElbe  and 
Wefer,  new  works  were  conhruCU 
ed,  and  the  old  extended  and 
ftrengthened,  and  for  this  purpofe, 
the  daily  labour  of  a  thoufand 
peafants  was  required  ;  every  fpe- 
cies  of  plunder  and  exaCHon  was 
carried  to  its  greateft  excefs,  until, 
at  laft,  the  exhaufted  country  could 
fupply  no  more;  a  portion  of  the 
French  troops  were  withdrawn, 
and  an  intention  was  expreffed  of 
retaining  the  country  by  means 
of  8000  P ruffians ;  but  before  any 
fuch  meafures  were  taken,  the 
French  exaCted  from  Hamburgh 
and  the  Hanfe  towns  a  large  fum, 
as  a  forced  loan,  the  repayment  of 
which  was  to  be  fecured  by  mort¬ 
gage  of  the  property  of  the  King 
of  England  in  Hanover. 

The  anxiety  of  Bonaparte  to 
exclude  the  trade  and  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  not  only  from 
the  ports  of  France,  but,  as  far  as 
poffible,  from  the  whole  continent, 
produced  many  decrees  from  the 
different  governments  in  connexion 
with,  or  influenced  by  him,  but 
the  rnoft  remarkable,  was  one 
iffued  by  the  Firft  Conful  himfelf 
at  Ant  werp.  By  this  man-  , 
date  he  declared,  that  no  1 

veffel  that  had  cleared  out  ^  * 

from,  or  touched  at,  an  Englifh. 
port  (hould  enter  into  any  of  the 
harbours  of  the  republic ;  and  for 
Series,  [A]  more 
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more  effectual  fupprefllon  of  all 
communication,  he  ordered  that 
no  flag  of  trace  fhouldbe  received, 
except  at  the  hay  of  Audierne, 
near  Brefl,  and  laid  an  embargo 
on  all  ftlhing  boats  above  the 
burthen  of  feven  tons,  and  thole 
which  were  allowed,  were  to  be 
navigated  only  by  men  paft  the 
age  of  confcription,  or  by  boys 
under  the  age  of  fifteen. 

Every  exertion  was  alfo  made 
to  affurae  the  appearance  of  a 
general  ardour  in  the  war,  and  a 
general  devotion  of  property  to 
the  profecution  ef  it.  Public 
bodies  joined  in  AddreiTes  to  the 
Firft  Conftd,  and  many  voted  the 
building  of  fhips  and  boats  for 
,  the  fervice  of  the  hate. 
Y  *  The  merchants  of  Paris, 
~une*  and  the  Conservative  fenate 
each  voted  a  man  of  war  of  no 
guns  ;  the  exchange  brokers  a 
frigate  of  44  ;  the  Mayor  of  Paris 
and  the  prefect  of  the  Police  open¬ 
ed  fub Cc rip t ions  for  building  flat 
bottomed  boats,  and  the  fame  mea¬ 
sure  was  attempted  in-  various 
parts  of  the  Country.  Antwerp 
voted  a  frigate  of  44  guns  ;  Rouen 
a  74;  many  departments  made 
contributions  in  money  for  the 
fame  pnrpofe,  feveral  regiments 
remitted  portions  of  their  p^y  as 
iubfc  options,  and  the  Italian  Re¬ 
's  6th 

twelve  gun  boats.  Thefe 
efforts  were  {Emulated  in  a  cir¬ 
cular  Letter  iffued  by  Chaptal, . 
Minifter  oi  the  Interior,  in  which 
lie  dated,  that  French  bravery 
rnuft  remain  inactive  on  the  brink 
of  the  ocean,  if  numerous  veffels 
did  not  furnifh  it  the  means  of 
attacking  its  enemy.  It  was 
-therefore  to  the  building  of  veflel* 


public  by  a  Proclamation 
proffered  two  frigates  and 


that  all  efforts  ought  to  be  dire#- 
ed ;  commerce,  agriculture,  in- 
duftry,  would  differ  the  lefs  for 
the  execution  being  the  more 
prompt.-  A  flat  boat,  of  the  firft 
clafs,  he  fa  id,  will  coft  30,000 
francs ;  that  of  the  fecond,  from 
18  to  20,000;  and  that  of  the 
third,  from  4  to  6000  francs. 
Two  feet  of  water  are  fiffficienr 
to  float  a  boat  unarmed  ;  thus  there 
are  few  places  that  may  not  execute 
an  undertaking  ©f  this  kind. 
Thefe  boats  will  bear  the  name  of 
the  cities  or  departments  that  fhall 
build  them.  The  government 
will  accept  with  fatisfaction  from 
a  {hip  of  the  line  to  the  final  left 
trarffport  boat.  If,  by  a  move¬ 
ment,  as  rapid  as  general,  each 
department,  each  large  city,  will’ 
cover  their  flocks  with  boatsy 
then  the  French  army  will  go  and 
dictate  laws  to  the  Britifh  Govern* 
ment,  and  eftab'lifh  the  repofe  of 
Europe,  the  liberty  and  profpqrity 
of  commerce,  on  the  only  bafir 
that  can  infure  their  duration." 

As  the  fhips  of  war  already 
poffeffed  by  France,  or  likely  to 
be  creeled  by  thefe  fubferiptions, 
or  by  any  other  means  within  the 

J 

power  of  government  could  not 
hope  to  contend  fuccefsfully  againft 
the  navy  of  England,  a  projefl 
was  formed,  or  feemed  to  be  form¬ 
ed,  for  Invading  England  with 
army  to  be  carried  acrofs  the  Chan¬ 
nel  in  flat  boats.  For  the  appa¬ 
rent  pnrpofe  of  this  invafion,  a  vaft 
army  was  affembled  at  Boulogne, 
with  a  formidable  train  ol  artillery  ; 
it  received  the  name  of  the  Army 
of  England  \  Bonaparte  declared 
himfelf  its  commander  in  chief. 
Of  the  pofltion  and  force  of  this 
army  a  formidable  difplay  was 
made  by  the  French  government. 

The 
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The  grand  head  quarters  were  to 
for  a  time,  at  Compeigne, 
where  a  considerable  park  of  artil¬ 
lery  was  to  be  aflfembled,  AH 
she  Military  adminiftrations  were 
£0  be  previoufly  organized  there. 
1  hefe  forces,  which  were  deltined 
•to  form  an  irnmenfe  cord-on  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Elbe  to  Rochelle 
snd  Rochefort,  were  divided  into 
four  corps,  each  making  a  feparate 
army.  The  firft  to  extend  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Elbe  to  Fiddling, 
and  comprize  all  the  troops  dif- 
perfed  through  the  Electorate  of 
Hanover  and  the  Batavian  republic. 
The  fecond,  formed  by  the  troops 
in  Belgium,  to  extend  from  Flufh. 
ing  to  Dunkirk.  The  third,  frem 
Dunkirk  to  Cherbourg,  uniting 
the  corps  cantoned  in  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  north.  The  fourth 
reaching  from  Cherbourg  to  Brcfl 
and  Rochefort,  and  comprihng 
the  troops  in  the  Welle rn  depart¬ 
ments. 

Admiral  Bruix  was  appointed 
to  command  this  pigmy  navy.  In 
conformity  with  the  views  of  his 
government,  he  iffued  Proclama¬ 
tions,  profeffing  the  moft  fanguine 
hopes  of  the  fuceefs  of  an  -expedi¬ 
tion  againft  this  country.  “  The 
Firft  Conful/5  he  faid,  i(  fends  me 
to  you  to  conduct  your  exertions 
in  the  career  of  gl-ory,  which  his 
genius  has  prepared  for  you.  Your 
zeal  and  your  bravery  arc  pledges 
to  me  that  wefhnll  fulfil  his  expec¬ 
tations.  Already  you  hear  the  cry 
of  vengeance.  Our  towns  and 
diftricls  bring  in  their  gifts  in 
multitudes.  All  Frenchmen  are 
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ready  to  march  to  punifli  a  govern-* 
ment  which  is  an  enemy  of  tire 
peace  of  the  world,  and  efpecially 
an  enemy  of  the  glory  and  welfare 
of  our  country.  You  are  firft  call¬ 
ed  to  this  great  enterprize.  Be 
certain  you  will  fulfil  your  noble 
deli i nation.5'  During  the  whole 
year  this  flotilla  continued  to 
augment ;  the  boats  with  which 
it  was  recruited  werecoafled  along, 
clofe  to  the  fnore,  in  order  to  be 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  Englifh 
cruizers ;  troops  and  flying  artillery 
protected  their  paffage,  and  when, 
with  all  thefe  aids,  they  efcaped 
the  veffels  by  which  they  were 
purfued  and  attacked,  the  dif- 
patches  to  government  and  the 
proclamations  of  the  commanders 
fpoke  in  terms  as  proud  and  lofty 
as  if  great  victories  had  been  achie¬ 
ved.  Such  was  the  force  and 
fuch  the  means  prepared  for  the 
avowed  purpofe  of  conquering  the 
Britifh  dominions*.  The  troops 
were  allured  by  promifes  of  indif- 
criminate  plunder,  and  their  fero¬ 
city  was  whetted  by  a  public  de¬ 
claration  that  the  European  Peru 
(fo  England  was  called)  fhould  be 
their  property ;  that  the  lands 
fhould  be  divided  among  the  inva¬ 
ders  ;  that  the  population  mult  be 
thinned  by  a  large  deftrubtion  of 
the  men  ;  but  the  women  were  to 
be  refer  ved  for  the  folace  of  thofc 
generous  foldiers  of  France,  who 
Ihould  think  them  worthy  of  their 
embraces. 

Amid  thde  efforts  and  prepara¬ 
tions,  a  conflderable  anxiety  was 
perceptible  in  the  mind  and  con- 


*  The  flat  boats  are  thus  deferibed  :  They  are  flight,  about  50  feet  long,  and  five 
deep  ;  they  can  contain  about  60  men,  and  are  provided  with  four  oars  and  one  maft, 
wjth  a  fail  :  they  are  by  no  means  built  for  refinance,  but  merely  calculated  for  a  lhort 
jpafl'age.  Cachet  thefe  veflels  has  three  guns  mounted. 
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4ud  of  Bonaparte,  and  a  change 
in  the  government  of  France  was 
anticipated.  A  circumftance  which 
ftrongly  led  to  fuch  conjedures 
was  difclofed  early  in  the  year,  by 
Monfieur,  ,  the  brother  of  Louis 
XVIII.  On  the  26th  of  Februa¬ 
ry,  a  perfon  of  diftindion  in  the 
Confu'lar  court,  waited  on  Louis 
at  Warfaw,  and  verbally  propofed 
to  him  to  renounce  the  throne  of 
France,  and  to  induce  the  other 
members  of  *his  family  to  join  in 
a  fimilar  ad;  on  compliance,  he  was 
promifed,  in  the  name  ol  Bonaparte, 
indemnities,  and  a  fplendid  eftab- 
lifhment.  The  kin?,  in  a  written 
anfwer,  pofi lively  rejeded  the  pro- 
pofal,  but,  although  the  Letter  was 
not  expreffed  in  terms  of  indigna¬ 
tion,  and  the  charader  of  Bona¬ 
parte  was  even  treated  with  con- 
iideration,  the  meffenger  earneftly 
requeued  him  to  foften  the  lan¬ 
guage,  left  it  fnould  fo  far  irritate 
Bonaparte,  as  to  prompt  him  to 
exert  his  influence  to  aggravate 
the  misfortunes  of  the  King,  but 
this  propofal  was  equally  refilled  ; 
the  refufal  was  tranfmitted  in  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  originally 
conveyed  ;  the  princes  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  who  were  in  England 
publifhed  a  narrative  of  the  tranf- 
adion,  together  with  a  declaration 
of  their  adherence  to  the  decilion 
of  their  fovereign ;  and  a  fimilar 
declaration  was  publifhed  by  the 
Due  d?  Enghien,  who  was  in  the 
dominions  of  the  Margrave  of 
Baden  *. 

The  motive  for  making  this  pro¬ 
portion  cpuld  not  be  mifunder- 
ilood  ;  it  was  evidently  to  prepare 
for  the  affumption  of  regal  or  im¬ 
perial  dignity  by  Bonaparte;  the 


magnanimity  of  Louis  XVIII 
tranfeends  all  praife;  while  the 
intimations  of  difpleafure  which 
were  made  in  confeqnence  of  the 
refufal,  led  to  difmal  apprehenftons 
for  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate 
family,  and  even  feemed  to  call  a 
dreadful  light  on  the  requifition 
made  in  the  foregoing  year  to  the 
Britifh  government  to  fend  the 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
to  reftde  with  the  head  of  their 
family. 

When  the  narrative  of  thistranf- 
adion  appeared,  Bonaparte  wifely 
avoided  increafiqg  the  difeuffion  to 
which  it  would  give  rife,  by  omit¬ 
ting  all  notice  of  it,  and  employed 
himfelf,  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  on  a  journey  through 
various  parts  of  France,  and 
particularly  to  thofe  where  his 
armaments  were  colleded.  A  fhort 
time  before  his  departure,  his  life 
was  endangered  by  a  fall  from  a 
phaeton,  but  noferious  mif- 
chiefenfued.  With  a  fe- 
crecy  peculiar  to  himfelf, 
the  Firft  Conful  quitted  Paris  in 
the  night,  without  making  publicly 
known  the  time  of  his  departure, 
or  his  intended  route.  He  travel¬ 
led  with  great  rapidity  along,  the 
coaft,  and  to  the  Netherlands,  at, 
tended  by  -a  prodigious  fuite,  and 
at  every  place  where  he  flopped, 
the  moft  abjed  adulation  was  pour¬ 
ed  forth  upon  him  and  his  lady. 
On  his  arrival  at  Boulogne,  it 
was  thought  necefiary  to  fhew 
him  with  what  perfed  fafety  vef- 
fels  could  ride  in  the  road  before 
that  place,  which  was  proteded  by 
fix  batteries,  mounting  thirty 
pieces  of  heavy  artillery.  For  this 
purpofe  a  grand  fpedacie  was  ex- 


25  th  - 
June, 


f  See  the  Correspondence.  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  116*. 
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hibited,  and  four  or  five  armed 
•veffels  wefe  hau^d  out  to  bid  de¬ 
fiance  to  the  Englifh  cruizers.  At 
that  moment  Captain  Owen,  in  the 
Immortalite  frigate  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  attacked  the  armed  vef¬ 
fels,  and  drove  them  all  alhore 
under  the  very  guns  that  were  to 
prove  their  protection,  where  they 
were  left  dry  by  the  tide,  and  fo 
greatly  damaged  that  they  were 
afterwards  drawn  into  their  inner 
harbour  to  be  repaired. 

At  this  time,  perhaps,  had 
there  been  a  ftrong  rival  to  Bona¬ 
parte  in  France,  his  power  might 
have  been  fhaken,  or  at  leak  his 
authority  curbed.  The  war,  not- 
withftanding  the  clamours  and 
efforts  of  government,  was  not 
popular  ;  the  law  for  fupplying  the 
ranks  of  the  army  by  a  confcrip- 
jtion,  from  which  none  was  exempt, 
was  felt  as  an  intolerable  grievance, 
and  no  profpeft  of  advantage  pre¬ 
ferred  itfelf  to  compenfate  for  the 
Ioffes  and  evils  inevitably  endured. 
Other  fubjedfs  of  complaint  were 
not  wanting;  but  Moreau,  who 
alone  could  have  divided  popular 
opinion  with  Bonaparte,  gave  him- 
fclf  up  to  eafe,  and  feemed  indif¬ 
ferent  about  the  affairs  of  ftate. 
Some  officers  who  had  ferved  under 
him  affedfted  to  confider  him  as  the 
head  of  a  party,  and  a  few  indivi¬ 
duals  affedfed  to  court  his  influence, 
but  Bonaparte,  although  jealous 
of  his  reputation,  did  not  fear  his 
exertions,  and  Moreau,  although 
diffatisfied  and  difguffed  with  many 
of  the  proceedings  of  government, 
offered  no  public  oppofition,  and 
although  unemployed  in  the  war, 
did  not  appear  to  feel  either  ambi¬ 
tion  or  refentment. 

In  Great  Britain,  the  efforts 
made  were  calculated  intirely  to 


repel  the  efforts  avowedly  intended 
by  France  ;  the  plan  of  go  vernment 
appearing  to  be  that  of  taking  up 
the  hoftile  challenge,  exadily  as  it 
was  given  by  Bonaparte.  Their 
meafures  tended  to  convince  the 
world,  that  England,  fingle-hand- 
ed,  could  maintain  her  indepen¬ 
dence,  notwithstanding  all  the 
endeavours  of  France,  and  could 
turn  to  the  lofs  and  confufion  of 
the  aggreffor  every  attack  directed 
againft  herfeif  or  her  interefts. 
In  aid  of  the  meafures  fandtioned 
by  the  legiflature,  every  exertion 
was  made  to  re-eftablifh  the  navy- 
on  the  footing  it  had  been  when 
peace  was  made,  and  that  proud 
aflurance  of  Britain’s  fafety  was 
foon  in  a  condition  to  defy  the 
united  hoflility  of  the  whole 
world. 

Tune  8th  When  the  Trench 
‘  anc|  occupation  of  Hanover 

July  "26th.  ard  the  adjacent  coun- 
try  rendered  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Elbe  and  Wefer  im¬ 
practicable  to  Britifh  veffels,  the 
Englifh  government,  without  lofs 
of  time,  declared  both  thofe  rivers 
in  a  ftate  of  blockade.  The  notice 
to  foreign  nations  was  fhort  and 
explicit,  and  it  concluded  with  a 
declaration,  that,  whenever  the 
French  troops  would  evacuate  the 
pofitions  which  they  occupied  on 
parts  of  the  Elbe  and  Wefer,  and 
remove  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
them  as  to  leave  the  courfeperfedly 
free  and  fecure  to  the  veffels  of  hi's 
fubjefts,  as  well  as  other  nations, 
his  Majefty  would  immediately 
direift  his  {hips  of  war  which 
might  be  ftationed  at  the  mouths 
of  the  ri\  ers  for  the  purpofe  of 
blockading  them,  to  be  withdrawn. 
Againft  this  blockade,  the  French 
government  inveighed  with  great 

bitter- 
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bitternefs,  reprefenting  it  as  a  new' 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  neu¬ 
trals  and  the  fovereignty  of  all 
powers ;  but  neutral  nations  did 
not  appear  to  confider  it  in  any 
other  than  its  real  light,  a  mea¬ 
sure  of  jiiftice  and  of  neceflity. 
The  American  Minifter  at  Ham¬ 
burgh  advifed  the  traders  of  his 
country  ftriChly  to  obferve,  not 
only  the  laws  as  they  had  been 
acknowledged  by  the  refpeCtive 
nations,  but  alfo  thofe  laws  as  they 
bad  been  laid  down  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  maritime  powers,  and  not  to 
take  any  more  goods  on  board ; 
to  procure  the  bell  certificates, 
that  what  they  had  already  loaded 
bad  been  (hipped  and  loaded  before 
the  blockade  was  known,  and  to 
Fallen  their  departure  as  much  as 
polfible. 

To  the  above  orders  was 
*3*  added,  one  for  the  blockade 
0f  Genoa  and  Spexia,  and 
another  applying  the  fame  meafure 
to  Hav re-de-grace,  and  the  other 
ports  of  the  Seine.  Before 
n  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was 
iJee.  confidered  necefifary  to 
give  notice  to  the  neutral  powers, 
that  veflels  under  their  flags  could 
not  be  allowed  to  enter  any  port 
between  the  Humber  and  the 
Downs,  except  Yarmouth  and  the 
Downs. 

Thefe  latter  meafures  were 
pdopted  in  confequence  of  the 
threats  of  invafion,  for  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  which  fuch'  great  pre¬ 
parations  were  made.  The  people 
of  England,  aroufed  alike  by  the 
fenfe  of  indignity,  and  by  the 
«defire  of  infuring  their  own  fafety, 
made  zealous  preparation  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  time,  and, 
by  a  general  difplay  of  public  fpirir, 
$p  keep  alive  thofe  exertions  which 


are  in  great  danger  of  becoming 
languid,  when  regarded  as  mere 
ads  of  duty.  Loyal  and  affection¬ 
ate  Addreffes  were  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  from  all  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  at  the  public  meetings 
which  were  called  for  the  purpofe 
of  voting  and  preparing  them, 
the  moll  patriotic  fentiments  •  were 
generally  expreflfed,  Middlefex 
offered  fome  exception  ;  there  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  in  animadverting 
on  a  propofed  Addrefs,  uttered  opi¬ 
nions  fo  repugnant  to  the  general 
feeling  of  the  freeholders  and  of 
the  county  at  large,  that  public  in¬ 
dignation,  loudly  exprefied,  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  quit  the  room  ;  and 
when  the  Addrefs  was  carried,  it 
was  voted,  that  his  colleague  in 
Parliament,  Mr.  Byng,  Ihould  pre- 
fent  it  to  his  Majelly,  without  the 
concurrence  of  Sir  Francis  Bur¬ 
dett. 

It  were  endlefs  and  uninterefting 
to  record  the  fmall  exploits  daily 
performed  by  Britifh  veflels  in 
attacking  the  batteries  raifed  on 
the  French  coaft,  or  in  driving 
alhore  the  boats,  which,  protected 
by  thofe  batteries,  and  by  flying 
artillery,  were  conveying  troops 
and  fiores  to  the  great  depots;  yet 
to  fuch  exploits  alone  were  the 
maritime  operations  of  the  war 
limited,  through  the  impotency 
of  the  enemy.  In  expectation  of 
more  aCtive  Cervices,  the  merchants 
of  London  provided,  by  means  of 
a  public  fubfeription,  the  moll 
honourable  and  effectual  means  of 
folacing  the  fufferiegs  of  our  brave 
defenders,  and  cheering  the  woes 
of  their  furviving  relatives  which 
were  ever  devifed  in  any  country. 
Under  the  name  of  a  “  patriotic 
fund,-”  and  under  the  management 
of  an  honourable  and  aCtive  Com¬ 
mittee, 
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tfilttee,  a  large  and  increafmg  Inin 
of  money  was  collected,  from  which 
it  was  propofed,  in  the  way  of 
reward  or  relief,  as  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  might  require, 
to  fhew  the  public  gratitude  for 
the  fer vices  of  'thole  who  fhed 
their  blood  in  defence  of  the  whole 
community. 

In  contemplation  of  the  threat¬ 
ened  invafion,  the  care  of  govern¬ 
ment  was  direded,  not  only  to  the 
coaft,  but,  in  a  particular  manner,, 
,  to  the  metropolis.  On  the 
yh  ]  defence  of  this  important 
^  ‘  ^  *  branch  of  the  empire,  a  very 
fatisfadory  Letter  was  add  re  fled  by 
Lord  Cathcart  to  the  Marquis  of 
Titchficld,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
the  County  of  Middlefex.  It  in¬ 
dicated  in  the  cleared  manner  the 
points  neceflary  to  be  fecured  for 
the  protection  of  the  Metropolis, 
the  lurveys  requifite,  and  the  belt 
and  lead  onerous  mode  of  effedins* 

O 

them,  and  contained  the  following 
truly  encouraging  datcment, 
“  His  Royal  Highncfs,  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  has,  in  the  courfe 
of  lad  war,  direded  his  thoughts 
to  the  consideration  of  this  fubjed ; 
a  mod  accurate  military  furvey 
has  been  made  under  the  infpedion 
of  an  officer  of  the  greated  emi¬ 
nence  and  profeffional  fk.il!  and 
experience.  The  fituation  of  every 
neceflary  work^  battery  and  line, 
has  been  afcertained,  the  neceflary 
guns  and  troops  to  guard  and  defend 
thefe  works  have  been  calculated, 
as  well  as  the  number  of  hands 
neceflary  to  complete  them  within 
a  given  period.  The  whole  ar¬ 
rangement  has  undergone  confide- 
ration  and  revifal  for  years,  and 
is  ripe  for  execution.  It  mud  af¬ 
ford  the  greated  fatisfadion  to 
every  well  wider  to  his  Country 


to  know,  that  in  the  opinion  of  all 
profeffional  men  who  have  been* 
confulted,  the  means  which  nature 
has  afforded  to  the  cities  of  London- 
and  Weft  minder  of  providing  for 
their  feeurity,  are  beyond  what 
have  been  found  in  the  cafe  of  al- 
mod  any  city  in  the  Univerfe; 
that  with  due  attention  to  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  made  by  fuchpoft- 
tions  as  encircle  them,  and  with 
the  armed  force  which  may  be 
coileded  for  their  defence/  and 
that  amply  fu polled  with  provi- 
flons,  this  capital  may  bid  defiance 
to  any  invading  force,  at  lead 
until  ample  time  is  given  for  ♦he 
arrival  ofTuch  a  power  from  the 
country  as,  when  combined  with 
the  force  within  the  lines,  mud  be 
much  more  than  diffident  to  ex¬ 
terminate  any  army  that  could  be 
transported  to  England.” 

I  he  belief  that  an-invafion  was 
ferioufly  meditated  was  general. 
However  men  might  differ  on 
other  points,  few  were  bold  enough 
to  maintain  that  all  the  prepara¬ 
tions,  all  the  boads,  and  all  the 
promifes  of  the  enemy  were  made 
for  the  mere  purpofe  of  deludon. 
The  fpirit  to  which  this  general 
belief  gave  birth  impelled  immenfe 
numbers,  regardlefs  of  expence  and 
inconvenience,  and  mindful  only 
to  the  call  of  the  occafion,  to 
equip  and  inrol  themfelves  as  vo¬ 
lunteers.-  Before  the  clofe  of  the 
Seflion,  the  Ead  India  Company 
had  obtained  an  ad  of  Parliament, 
enabling  them  to  pay  the  expence& 
of  equipping  the  perfons  in  their 
employ,  who  were  fufficient  to 
form  three  regiments.  Such  was 
the  forwardness  of  thefe  patriotic 
legions,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a 
vote  ol  thanks  to  them,  and  al¬ 
though 
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•though  this  vote  was  ftrenuoully  the  extenfion  of  exemptions  to' 


refilled,  and  the  eftablifliment  and 
proceedings  of  the  volunteers  were 
vehemently  cenfured,  both  in  de¬ 
bate  and  in  print,  the  general  feel- 
ino-  was  highly  favourable  to  thofe 
who  made  fuch  great  and  difinter- 
efted  facrifices  to  the  general  good. 
During  the  whole  fummer,  the 
Metropolis  and  the  country  were 
enlivened  by  the  difplay  of  thefe 
troops,  particularly  when  colours 
were  prefented  to  them,  which 
was  always  done  by  perfons  of 
rank  and  diftinftion,  and  their 
numbers  increafed  fo  rapidly,  that 
Government  was,  at  length,  obli¬ 
ged  to  iftue  a  Proclamation,  limit¬ 
ing  the  diftribution  of  arms  and 


numbers  not  exceeding  fix  times 

O 

the  amount  of  the  Militia.  The 
enthufiafm  in  their  favour  was  car¬ 
ried  to  its  greateft  height,  in  the 
Metropolis,  by  two  fplendid  re¬ 
views  in  Hyde  Park,  at  which 
his  "Majefty  difplayed  the  glorious 
fight  of  a  monarch,  unattended  by 
any  military  efcort,  riding  fearlefs 
among  thoufands  of  his  people, 
who  were  voluntarily  armed  in 
his  fupport,  who  received  his  ap¬ 
probation  as  their  higheft  glory, 
and  fought  no  recompenfe  beyond 
the  confcionfnefs  of  doing  their 
duty  in  maintaining  his  juft  rule, 
from  which  alone  they  could  ex¬ 
pert  happinefs  and  fecurity* 
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id.  A  T.  half  paft  one  o’clock 
XjL  in  the  morning,  a 
fhocldng  fire  broke  out  in  a  houfe 
in  Frederick  Street,  Portfea,  inha¬ 
bited  by  Mr,  Mayne  and  Mr. 
Newberry,  fhip-wrights.  The  fa¬ 
mily,  it  feems,  went  to  bed  at  ten 
o’clock,  and  muft  inevitably  have 
perifhed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  in- 
cedant  mewing  and  noife  of  a  cat, 
which  difturbed  their  reft,  and  time¬ 
ly  warned  them  of  their  danger. 
All  the  furniture  was  deftroyed; 
and  a  girl  about  four  years  of  age 
was  burnt  to  death.  Her  uncle 
had  made  his  way  down  ftairs,  as 
far  as  the  ftreet  door*;  when,  on 
being  alked  after  the  child  by  its 
father,  he  immediately  returned, 
and  had  actually  placed  the  child 
on  a  table  whilft  he  turned  himfelf 
to  open  the  garret  window  to  ef- 
cape;  but,  when  he  again  looked 
round,  the  child  had  fallen  from  the 
table,  and  through  the  flaming  floor. 
He  then  effected  his  efcape  by  leap¬ 
ing  from  the  window  into  the 
ftreet. 

f  A  boat  belonging  to  the 
^  *  Neptune,  with  eight  per- 
fons  in  it,  five  belonging  to  the 
boat,  and  three  paflengers,  was  up- 
fet,  in  a  guft  of  wind,  near  the  hof- 
pital,  and  all  drowned,  except  three 
Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol,  III.  Ns 


of  the  boatmen.  Four  dead  bodies 
were  immediately  picked  up;  two 
of  them  the  young  gentlemen  afore¬ 
mentioned,  who  had  held  by  the 
boat  until  exhaufted,  and  driving 
on  the  fhore,  were  beat  off,  and 
perifhed. 

Margate ,  Jan.  io.  This  even¬ 
ing,  about  fix,  the  AcHve,  of 
Greencck,  Capt.  Hornby,  a  fine 
new  Weft- India  fliip,  of  350  tons 
burthen,  laden  with  300  hogfheads 
of  fogar,  8cc.  bound  to  Greenock* 
darted  from  her  anchor  in  the  roads, 
and  came  afhore  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  pier- head,  where  fhe  foon 
funk.  After  the  fea  had  made  a 
complete  breach  on  her  weather- 
fide,  flie  drove  in  fhore,  with  her 
fore  and  mizen-mafts  Handing,  up¬ 
on  the  Nayland  Rock,  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning ;  to  which 
fortunate  circumftance,  may  be  at¬ 
tributed  the  fafety  of  part  of  the 
paflengers  and  crew,  who,  had  fhe 
remained  where  fhe  firft  ftruck* 
would,  in -all  probability,  ha\*e  pe~ 
rifhed.  They  confided  of  19  per-* 
fons ;  and,  thofe  ladling  themfelves 
in  the  fnrouds,  10  out  of  the  19 
were  faved.  Five  perifhed  in  the 
main- top  by  the  falling  of  the,  maft  ; 
one  lad  was  waftisd  overboard,  and 
three  were  taken  from  the  rigging, 
who  periftied  by  the  fpray  of  the 
fea,  and  from  the  inclemency  of 
Series.  *  B  '  the 


♦ 


2*  ANNUAL  REGISTER.  1803. 


the  Weather.  Among  the  fur v Ivors 
are  the  captain,  mate,  and  pilot. — - 
A  Dutch  h®y,  laden  with  1200 
bags  of  wheat,  bound  from  Amfter- 
dam  to  Lifbon,  parted  from  her 
anchors,  and  came  alhore  under  the 
cliffs,  off  Birchinton ;  the  crew  and 
cargo  faved,  and  the  veffel  likely 
to  be  got  off. — A  Hafiings  or  Rye 
hoy,  in  ballaft,  alfo  (hared  the  fame 
fate,  and  lies  very  near  the  Dutch- 
man.  Her  crew  faved  themfelves 
by  taking  to  their  boat. 

.  During  the  heavy  gale 
Iotl*  of  wind  from  the  eaffward, 
the  Huffar,  of  38  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  Wilkinfon,  lying  at 
Blackilakes,  caught  fire,  by  acci¬ 
dent,  in  the  gunner’s  ftore-room, 
clofe  to  the  magazine  ;  and,  from 
th'e  explofion  of  fome  combuftible 
matter,  the  (hip’s  company  rufhed 
on  the  quarter-deck,  and  thence 
into  a  boat,  which  was  hanging  in 
the  tackles  afiern ;  and,  from  too 
great  a  number  getting  into  her  for 
the  purpofe  of  faring  themfelves, 
the  davit,  by  which  (he. was  hoiked 
up,  gave  way,  and  threw  the  whole 
of  them  overboard  ;  by  which  un¬ 
fortunate  accident  two  maker’s 
mates,  one  midfhipman,  fourteen 
men,  and  one  woman,  were  drown¬ 
ed.  By  the  exertions  of  the  cap¬ 
tain,  officers,  and  remaining  part 
of  the  fhip’s  company,  the  kre  was 
Toon  got  under,  without  any  damage 
to  the  klip. 

This  evening,  about  (even, 
when  the  wind  blew  excekively 
hard,  foine  premifes  at  the  back 
of  Mr.  Keen’s  houfe,  facing 
Paddington  church,  occupied  by 
Mr.  Biofield,  an  attorney,  as  a 
country  cottage,  were  nearly  de- 
molikied.  The  premifes  confided 
of  a  fmall  room  and  a  kitchen,  built 
at  wood,  having  a  chimney  carried 


to  a  great  height,  to  prevent  fmoke. 
During  the  violence  of  the  guk,  the 
chimney  was  thrown  on  the  roof  of 
the  upper  room,  in  which  Mrs.  Bio¬ 
field  and  five  of  her  children  were 
fitting;  and  the  weight  of  the  brick, 
work  brought  the  whole  of  the  tiles. 

o  9 

timber,  and  rubbifh,  into  the  room, 
and  enveloped  them  in  the  ruins. 
One  of  the  children  found  means  to 
extricate  herfelf,  and  with  great 
prefence  of  mind  thruft  her  hand 
through  the  window,  calling  loudly 
for  afti  fiance  to  fome  men  who  were 
working  in  a  (hop  acrofs  the  yard. 
They  immediately  attended,  but  it 
was  not  without  difficulty  they 
could  <^et  to  the  room  where  the 
mifcbief  had  happened;  for,  the 
fervant  being  out  upon  an  errand, 
and  the  doors  all  fattened,  they 
were  obliged  to  force  their  way 
through  the  kitchen  window  :  they 
fucceeded,  however,  in  relieving 
the  unfortunate  fufferers  from  their 
perilous  fituation.  One  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  was  under  the  rubbifh  nearly 
half  an  hour;  but,  when  extricated, 
and  a  little  recovered  from  her 
fright,  did  not  appear  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  any  material  injury. 

A  dreadful  accident  hap-  « 
pened  to  a  family  in  Red-  11 
Lion  fireet.  A  pot  of  inflammable 
liquid  being  on  the  kre,  it  boiled 
over,  the  flames  communicated  to 
the  clothes  of  a  child ;  its  mother 
going  to  its  relief,  caught  fire  ;  the 
liu (band,  endeavouring  to  fave  them, 
was  himfelf  foon  in  a  blaze,  which 
reached  to  the  bed  curtain:.  Five 
of  the  family  were  conveyed  to  Sr. 
Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  where  one 
died  ;  and  the  others  could  not  hope 
to  recover. 

Margate ,  Jan~  12.  A  few  mi¬ 
nutes  before  four  o’clock  this  morn¬ 
ing,  during  the  very  fevere  gale, 
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the  Hindoftan  Eaft-Indiaman,  Cap¬ 
tain  Edward  Balfton,  parted  with 
all  her  anchors,  drove  on  lh.ore  off  the 
Reculvers,  and  (hortly  after  went 
to  pieces.  One  gentleman,  of  the 
name  of  Clarke,  a  cadet  for  Madras, 
and  a  paffenger  on  board  this  fhip, 
with  fixteen  of  the  crew,  unfortu¬ 
nately  perilhed.  Every  poffible 
exertion  was  naade  to  fave  the  fhip, 
but  the  fury  of  the  gale  baffled 
every  effort.  The  cargo  was  efti- 
mated  at  ioo,oooh  She  had  a 
vaft  quantity  of  private  filver  bul¬ 
lion  on  board,  on  freight ;  but  the 
Eaft-India  Company  had  not  a  fin- 
gle  dollar  on  board.  Soon  after 
the  fhip  got  on  fhore,  {he  filled 
with  water.  Boats  put  off  to  her 
affiftance,  and  fortunately  fucceeded 
in  faving  about  120  of  the  people. 
On  the  fhip  ftriking  the  fhore,  the 
baker  and  boatfwain  flew  to  the 
fhrouds  for  fafety;  but  this  hafty 
expedient  unfortunately  proved  their 
deft ruffion  ;  they  both  perifhed  in 
fight  of  the  furvivors,  who  could 
afford  them  no  relief.  When  the 
fhip  ftruck,  and  no  hopes  of  getting 
her  off  were  left,  fhe  then  being 
twelve  miles  from  fnore,  two  rafts 
were  made,  and  feveral  of  the 
crew,  paffengers,  &c,  committed 
themfelves  to  them,  in  hopes  of 
floating  on  fhore.  Thefe  rafts,  by 
the  violence  of  the  waves,  were 
dafhed  againft  each  other,  and  mod 
of  the  perfons  on  them  were  drown¬ 
ed  or  killed. 

,  George  Fofter,  who  was 
1‘  *  converted  on  Friday  laft  of 

having  murderedhis  wife  and  child, 
by  throwing  them  into  the  canal  at 
Paddington,  was  executed  purfuant 
to  his  fentence.  Till  yefterday 
morning,  he  continued  to  affert  that 
his  wife  had  by  acoident  fallen  into  • 
the  canal ;  and,  the  water  being 


deep,  he  was  fearful  of  attempting 
to  lend  any  affiftance,  left  he  might 
be  drawn  in  alfo.  A  fhort  time, 
however,  before  his  execution,  he 
confeffed  to  Doff  or  Ford,  that  he 
affually  did  pufh  her  into  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  then  came  away,  and  left 
her  to  perifli.  He  acknowledged 
the  juftice  of  his  fentence.  When 
he  appeared  on  the  fcaffold,  he  was 
fo  much  overcome  with  the  fenfe 
of  his  unhappy  fituation,  that  he 
fainted,  and  was  obliged  to  be  fup- 
ported  while  the  cord  was  applied 
to  his  neck.  About  ten  minutes 
paft  eight  he  was  launched  into 
eternity. 

This  evening  a  horrid  n 

*  o  .21 

murder  was  committed  in 
Greenwich  Hofpital,  by  },  Innis, 
a  penfioner,  upon  J.  Price,  another 
penfioner.  The  perpetrator  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  in 
the  college  ;  for  which,  on  the 
charge  of  a  fellow  penfioner,  he 
was  deprived  of  two  months  pocket 
money,  and  reprimanded.  Exas¬ 
perated  at  this  circumftance,  he 
went  into  the  apartment  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  and  with  a  poker  beat  out 
his  brains  at  a  Angle  blow.  The 
murderer  then  examined  the  next 
room,  where  an  old  penfioner  Jay, 
intending  he  fhould  fhare  a  fimilar 
fate  if  he  appeared  awake,  left  he 
might  have  heard  what  had  paffed. 
The  man  had  heard  the  blow ;  but 
pretending  to  be  afieep,  the  mur¬ 
derer  left  him,  and  retired  to  his 
own  cabin  :  the  man  got  up,  alarm¬ 
ed  the  guard,  and  fecured  him. 
The  evidence  on  his  trial  was  de- 
cifive;  and  on  Saturday,  March 
26th,  he  was  executed  on  Pennen- 
dcn  Heath.  The  prifoner  was 
brutal  in  his  manner,  and  but  little! 
affeffed  at  his  fentence. 

Letters  from  Genoa,  of  Decern- 

*  B  /  bet- 
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ber  13,  mention  the  Hidden  demo¬ 
lition  of  more  than  two- thirds  of 
the  village  of  Villa-guardia,  near 
Oneglia,  by  a  convulbon  of  the 
earth,  which  took  place  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner: — The  village  was 
compofed  of  about  eighty  dwelling 
houfes,  and  400  inhabitants.  It 
Hood  on  the  Hope  of  a  hill,  in  high 
cultivation,  and  abounding  in 
fprings.  On  the  evening  of  the 
2 2d  of  November,  two  apertures 
were  convulbyely  made  in  the 
ground  near  the  village  church. 
It  rained  all  that  night.  At  day¬ 
break,  on  the  23d,  an  enormous 
mafs  burft  down  from  the  fummit 
of  the  hill,  brought  before  it  all  the 
furface  earth,  and  fell  upon  the 
houfes.  The  roof  of  the  church 
was  firft  demolifhed,  then  fifty- 
feven  of  the  houfes  met  the  fame 
overthrow.  In  the  night  of  the 
23d,  the  ruins  were  removed  to 
the  diftance'  of  200  paces  from 
their  former  fituations.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  the  remaining 
houfes  were  feen  Handing  within  a 
precipitous  accumulation  of  earth, 
which  extending  entirely  round 
them,  prefentea  a  perpendicular 
front,  and  rofe  fifty  fathoms. 
Vineyards,  gardens,  olive  trees, 
were  all  carried  in  one  mafs  into 
the  next  river.  The  channel  of 
the  river  was  filled  up,  and  the 
Hream  above  converted  into  a  lake. 
An  oppofite  rock,  on  the  territory 
of  BeHagno,  at  laft  arreHed  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  mafs. 

A  dreadful  Horm  occurred  at 
Gibraltar,  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th  ult .  There  were  at  one  time 
five  rebels  on  fhore  at  the  Old 
Mole  ;  one  TurkiPn  fhip  funk  in  the 
Bay;  one firanded at  Algebras;  and 
feveral  veffels  of  different  nations 
were  feen  firing  fignals  of  difirefs. 


The  Cynthia  was  driven  out  of  the 
bay,  and  the  Phoenix  Portuguefe 
frigate  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  loH 
upon  the  Pearl  Rock.  The  royal 
battery  took  fire  by  lightning,  and 
continued  burning  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  all  attempts  to  extin- 
guifn  it  were  ufelefs.  Its  fituation 
was  nearly  1400  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea. 

A  mutiny  lately  broke  out  on 
board  the  Gibraltar,  of  84  guns, 
which  fliip  failed  from  Gibraltar 
for  Malta,  in  company  with  the 
Superb,  Dragon,  and  Triumph. 
Soon  after  failing,  the  crew  muti¬ 
nied,  and  took  poffeflion  of  the  blip, 
and  then  fhe  was  run  up  under  the 
Herns  of  the  other  {hips,  the  crews 
cheering;  but  this  fignal  not  hav¬ 
ing  the  defired  effeCt,  the  crews  of 
the  other  blips  retaining  their  loy¬ 
alty  and  difcipiine,  the  mutineers 
became  panic  {truck,  and  were  then 
eafily  fubdued  by  the  officers,  who 
behaved  very  gallantly.  The  ring¬ 
leaders  were  immediately  fecured, 
and  three  of  them  executed. 

Died,  28th  Dec. — A  man  of  the 
name  of  Samuel  Matthews,  who 
had  for  the  laH  twenty  years  of  his 
life  reiided  in  a  cave,  or  hermitage, 
on  the  borders  of  Sydenham  com¬ 
mon,  Surrey,  conducting  himfelf 
after  the  manner  of  a  hermit,  and 
who,  from  his  reclufe  life,  was 
called  The  Man  of  the  Woods/* 
was  this  day  found  murdered  neat 
his  hermitage.  The  deceafed  had 
feveral  contufions  in  his  head,  hi/ 
jaw-bone  broken  in  two  places 
and  other  marks  of  violence  abou 
his  perfon ;  was  weltering  in  h 
blood,  and  bore  ever  y  indication  < 
having  been  robbed  as  well  as  mu 
dered,  no  money  cr  any  thing 
value  being  found  upon  his  perfc 
This  unfortunate  man,  about  thir 
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years  fince,  went  to  refide  at  Dul¬ 
wich,  working  as  a  gardener  for 
the  gentlemen  in  that  hamlet.  He 
then  had  a  wife,  of  whom  he  was 
extremely  fond,  and  a  deferring 
only  daughter,  who  is  fince  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  tradesman  of  refpeftability 
in  the  city  of  London.  Twenty- 
eight  years  fince,  his  wife  died. 
Hisformerhabitationbecame  dreary 
and  unpleafant  without  her  fociety ; 
and  he  then  formed  the  defperate 
refolution  of  quitting,  as  much  as 
it  was  poffible  a  working  man  could 
do,  the  focial  coifverfe  of  the  world ; 
for  that  purpofe  he  folicited,  and 
obtained,  the  permiffion  of  the  maf- 
ter  and  wardens  of  Dulwich  col- 
lege,  who  are  lords  of  the  manor 
and  wafte,  to  dig  a  cave,  and  ered: 
over  it  a  hut,  on  that  part  of  the 
manor  abutting  in  the,  rear  on  the 
college- wood,  and  in  front  on  Syd¬ 
enham  common.  He  made  to  it 
mud  walls,  and  covered  it  with 
fern,  furze,  and  brakes,  fach  as  the 
common  afforded.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  he  continued  to  live  for  near 
twenty-three  years,  working  at  his 
trade  of  a  jobbing-gardener.  About 
.  five  years  fince,  having  been  at 
Dulwich,  where  he  had  changed 
fome  gold,  he  was  followed  by 
fome  ruffian  gipfeys  into  his  cave, 
who  beat  him  fo  feverely  that  they 
broke  his  arm;  and,  leaving  him 
for  dead,  took  all  the  money  he 
-had,  which  was  not  more  than  12s. 
While  his  arm  was  under  cure,  he 
took  a  diflike  to  his  old  refidence, 
in  which  temper  he  continued  for 
about  twelve  months ;  when,  weary 
of  common  and  focial  imercourfe, 
and  panting  to  return  to  his  former 
mode  of  life,  he  again  obtained 
permiffion  to  conftrudl  a  new  hut 
and  cave,  the  former  being  dilapi¬ 
dated  by  the  gipfeys;  there  he  re¬ 


mained  till  the  day  of  his  death, 
except  when  he  followed  his  avo¬ 
cations,  or  went  into  the  villages 
adjacent  for  a  fupply  of  food:  on 
the  latter  occafion  he  would  fome- 
times  take  a  pot  of  porter,  for  he 
never  called  for  lefs,  or  drank  more 
at  one  time.  In  fummer  time,  and 
in  fine  weather,  feveral  perfons 
from  town  ufed  to  make  parties  to 
fee  the  Wild  Man  of  the  Woods, 
as  he  was  called.  When  they  came, 
they  were  furprifed  to  find  this 
Wild  Man  courteous  for  one  of  his 
flation,  mild,  gentle,  and  unaffum- 
ing,  always  offering  his  vifitors  a 
little  of  his  fmal  1-beer,  as,  he  would 
obferve,  they  muft  be  a-dry,  cotru 
ing  fo  far  to  fee  the  old  man :  for 
this  courtefy  he  was  generally  pretty 
well  recompenfed  by  his  vifitors, 
which  led  to  the  belief  that  he  muff 
be  in  poffeffion  of  money,  which 
he  had  hoarded  up.  When  found 
at  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  an  oaken 
branch,  about  fix  or  feven  feet  long, 
was  under  his  head;  which,  it  Is 
fuppofed,  the  villains  had  put  into 
the  cave  for  the  purpofe  of  hooking 
the  old  man  out,  as  the.  hooked  part, 
which  completely  matched  with  the 
flick,  was  found  broken  off.  The 
branch  of  the  tree,  with  which  it 
has  every  appearance  the  deed  was 
perpetrated,  was  cut  immediately 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fpot, 
as  the  twigs  which  were  cut  off  it 
were  found  fcattered  about  the 
ground,  and  preferved  to  be  fhown 
to  the  coroner’s  inqueft,  who  fat 
upon  the  body,  at  the  French  Horn, 
Dulwich ;  at  which  houfe  the  de- 
ceafed  had  been  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  had  changed  half  a 
guinea,  with  which  he  had  bought 
fome  provifions,  and  was  known 
to  have  fix  or  feven  fhiilings  change 
when  he  left  Dulwich;  none  of 
*  ^  Z  which 
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which  were  to  b.e  found,  his  pock¬ 
ets  haying  been  turned  out,  as  was 
a  fee  ret  pocket,  which  was  only 
difeovered  after  his  death,  and  was 
not  known  to  any  of  the  perfons 
who  were  acquainted  with  him, 
but  had  not  efcaped  the  prying  eye 
of  his  murderers.  This  unfortunate 
man  was  near  feventy  years  of  age, 
and  was  as  much  remarked  for  ci¬ 
vility  as  fimplicity  ;  was  punctual 
in  all  his  little  dealings  in  the 
neighbouring  villages,  and  might, 
perhaps,  by  the  gipfeys  who  infell 
the  vicinity  of  Norwood,  Dulwich, 
&c.  be  fuppofed  worth  money. — 
On  the  morning  of  the  3  ill,  Charles 
Jemmct,  efq.  coroner  of  .the  county 
of  Surrey,  held  the  inquifition,  and 
the  Jury  returned  a  verdidl  of  wil¬ 
ful  murder  againft  perfons  unknown. 
Early  in  January  fome  wandering 
gipfeys  were  apprehended,  and  one 
of  them  was  committed  on  fufpi- 
oion  of  having  perpetrated  this 
crime. 

-  The  benevolent  Count 

*  Berthold  and  two  fervants, 
travelling  from  Vienna  to  Munich, 
were  attacked  and  murdered  in  a 
wood  near  Hohenlinden  by  four¬ 
teen  robbers,  v/ho  carried  off  the 
bodies. 

Died. —-At  Mancheller,  aged 
105,  Wm.Gall,  who  enjoyed  excel¬ 
lent  health  till  within  a  fhort  time  of 
his  death;  and,  as  a  proof  of  his 
great  flow  offpirits,  danced  on  his 
laft  birth-day  with  twenty  diffe¬ 
rent  perfons. 

,  At  Hull,  where  he  had 

^  *  redded  eighty  years,  aged 
102  years  and  five  months,  Mr. 
James  Thompfon,  father  of  the  late 
Mr.  James  T.  blip- chandler  there. 

,  At  Touloufe,  aged  106, 

*  Margaret  Clergue, formerly 
a  nun  of  the  convent  of  St.  Claire, 

/  ....  .  .  *  -  I  y  •  l  .  *  !  -■  ■  J  1 


in  that  city.  She  had  been  a  per* 
fed  beauty  in  her  youth.  Her  hair 
continued  to  her  death  of  the  fin  eft 
jet  black,  and  fcarceiy  a  wrinkle 
deformed  her  countenance ;  but  fhe 
had  been  confined  to  her  bed  many 
years,  and,  for  the  laft  two,  was 
totally  deaf.  Her  father,  Peter  C. 
was  footman  to  Louis  XIV.  who 
ufed  to  take  a  great  deal  of  notice 
of  her  when  fhe  was  a  child,  and 
oftentimes  dandled  her  on  his  knees. 
When  fhe  was  twelve  years  old, 
her  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
Caflres,  took  her  with  him  to  Tou¬ 
loufe,  and  placed  her  as  a  penfioner 
in  the  convent,  in  which  (lie  after¬ 
wards,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  took 
the  veil. 

At  Ividefley  bank,  aged  102, 
Alice  Marland;  and,  foon  after¬ 
wards,  at  Winbury,  in  Chefhire, 
aged  105,  Anne  Edgley. 

A  woman  named  Gwillim,  died 
at  Leigh,  in  Worcefterfhire,  aged 
1 1  o,  and  who,  at  the  day  pf  her 
death,  faw  and  heard  as  well  as  at 
any  period  of  her  life. 


FEBRUARY. 

This  night,  a  little  before  ^ 
twelve  o’clock,  an  alarming 
fire  broke  out  at  the  printing-office 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  Falcon- 
court,  Fleet-flreet,  which,  in  the 
fhort  fpace  of  two  hours,  entirely 
confumed  the  whole  of  his  valu¬ 
able  and  extenfive  premifes.  The 
principal  bookfellers  of  London, 
together  with  feveral  private  gen¬ 
tlemen,  are  more  lefs  fufferers  by 
this  dreadful  conflagration.  The 
lofs  being  thus  fortunately  divided 
among  a  number  little  fhort  of 
thirty,  each  is  enabled  to  bear  it 
without  any  other  inconvenience 
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than  the  interruption  of  bnfinefs 
neceifarily  arifing  from  fo  unfore¬ 
fee  n  an  accident.  The  manufcripts 
of  the  moll  important  works  are 
faved.  Dr.  Rennell,  the  matter  of 
the  Temple,  in  great  alarm  for  his 
houfe,  which  was  in  imminent  dan¬ 
ger,  the  roof  being  at  one  time  on 
fire,  removed  all  his  library,  and 
loll  many  valuable  books.  Mr. 
Barnes’s  houfe,  Mr.  Burkitt’s  la¬ 
boratory,  and  the  billiard-rooms, 
were  alfo  feverally  on  fire ;  and, 
but  for  the  aCtive  exertions  of  the 
firemen,  mull  have  fhared  the  fame 
fate.  The  weight,  however,  that 
was  in  the  upper  part  of  Mr.  H.’s 
premifes,  abided  confiderably  to 
prevent  this  conflagration  from 
fpreading,  as  in  a  little  more  than 
an  hour  from  the  commencement  of 
the  fire,  the  top  fell  in  with  a  dread¬ 
ful  cralh  ;  by  which  means  the 
flames  were,  in  a  great  meafure, 
confined  to  the  ruins.  Happily  no 
lives  were  loft.  Mr.  Hamilton’s 
lofs,  from  the  nature  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  (printed  books,)  is  particu¬ 
larly  fevere ;  and  we  are  forry  to 
add,  he  was  not  fully  infured.  It 
is  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  the 
careleffnefs  of  a  boy,  who,  in  ccn- 
fequence,  was  taken  before  a  magif- 
trate,  and  underwent  an  examina¬ 
tion;  but  nothing  tranfpired  fo  as 
to  fix  the  negligence  upon  him: 
the  caufe  is  therefore  ftill  left  in 
uncertainty. — One  circumftance  de¬ 
fer  yes  to  be  recorded.  Part  of  the 
works  of  the  late  Rev.  Gilbert 
Wakefield  remained  in  Mr.  H.’s 
warehoufes,  and  had  been  infured 
at  the  Sun  fire-office  lor  1000I.  but 
which  infurance  had  lately  expired. 
With  a  liberality  for  which  our 
country  is  fo  diftinguifhed,  the  di¬ 
rectors  have,  upon  a  ftatement  be¬ 
ing  laid  before  them  by  a  very 


adtive  friend  of  his  widow,  pre- 
fentcd  her  with  750I.;  a  circum¬ 
ftance  fo  much  to  the  honour  of  the 
company,  that  it  will  doubtleft  be 
amply  repaid  by  the  continued  pa¬ 
tronage  of  the  public. —  I  he  fire 
burft  forth  again  in  the  morning  of 
the  1  Stfi;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  an 
hour,  was  happily  extinguifhed. 

A  letter  from  Cracovia,  dated 
January  29,  fays,  that  the  winter 
has  been  extremely  fevere,  and 
caufed  much  calamity.  The  wolves 
daily  armed  at  the  gates  of  the 
town  in  fearch  of  prey.  A  foldier, 
going  on  a  meffage,  was  devoured 
by  thefe  animals ;  and  the  circum¬ 
ftance  was  only  difcovered  by  the 
remnants  of  his  clothes  and  his  muf- 
ket.  Many  dogs  have  become  mad, 
and  perfonshave  been  bitten,  againft 
whofe  complaints  all  medical  a fii fi¬ 
ance  has  proved  ineffectual.  Not- 
withftanding  the  rigour  of  the  fea- 
fon,  an  epidemic  diforder  has  raged, 
which  was  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be 
the  plague. 

A  letter  from  Copenhagen,  dated 
the  12th  February,  mentions  that 
there  was  then,  in  the  hofpital  of 
that  city,  a  woman  who  had  flept 
eleven  weeks  without  interruption. 
Some  attempts  have  been  made  to 
awake  her  from  this  trance,  by 
violently  {baking  her :  while  the 
motion  lafts,  itfeems  to  revive  her; 
but,  as  foon  as  it  is  difcontinued, 
fhe  immediately  relapfes  into  a  pro. 
found  and  death-like  fteep.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period  fhe  has  not  received 
any  food  ;  notwithilanding  which, 
there  is  not  the  lesft  alteration  in 
her  appearance.  She  is  only  23 
years  of  age,  but  remarkably  cor¬ 
pulent. 

A  lad,  of  Caftcr,  in  Lin-  T 
colnfhire,  who  had  been  wit-  ^ 
nefs  to  the  execution  of  Pidgeon, 
*  B  4.  at 
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at  Peterborough,  was  explaining  to 
his  younger  brother  the  manner  in 
which  the  culprit  made  his  exit ; 
and,  to  make  his  reprefentation  the 
more  ftriking,  he  fattened  a  rope 
over  a  beam  in  the  barn,  got  a 
ladder,  and  placed  a  nocfe  round 
his  neck ;  when  his  foot  flipped, 
and  before  the  family  could  be 
alarmed  he  was  dead* 

This  night  the  Newhaven 
riding  officers,  and  the  crew 
of  the  Seaford  boat,  fell  in  with  a 
gang  of  fmugglers,  about  150  in 
number,  near  the  barracks  at  Bletch- 
ington,  from  whom,  after  a  fharp 
conflict  with  bludgeons,  cutlaffes, 
and  piflols,  they  feized  88  calks  of 
contraband  fpirits  and  two  horfes, 
with  which  they  were  retreating ; 
but,  being  purfued  by  the  fmug¬ 
glers,  the  conflict  was  renewed, 
and  obftinately  maintained  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which 
time  the  officers  kept  firing  their 
piftols  at  the  fmugglers,  feveral  of 
whom  were  wounded,  as  were  many 
of  their  horfes,  in  a  fhocking  man¬ 
ner  ;  fome  having  their  eyes  cut 
out,  others  their  ears  cut  off,  and 
(hot  in  different  parts  of  the  body. 
The  fmugglers  at  length  gave  way, 
and  left  the  officers  in  poffeffion  of 
39  calks  more  of  fpirits,  and  four 
{mail  parcels  of  tea,  which  were 
lodged  in  the  cuftom-houfe.  None 
of  the  fmugglers  were  killed. 

.  The  wind  was  fo  violent, 
as  to  blow  away  part  of  the 
royal  ftandard  fr@m  the  round  tower 
at  Windfor. 

Dies,  23d.— At  the  feat  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Caddell,  Efq.  of  Rathfryland, 
aged  10©,  Charles  For  reft,  Efq. 
attorney  at  law. 

Aged  about  58,  Mr.  Daniel  Cu- 
erton,  of  john-ftreet,  Tottenham- 
court  road,  fhoe-maker,  fuppofed 


to  be  the  ftrongeft  man  in  England,,' 
Fie  was  about  five  feet  fix  inches 
high ;  rather  corpulent,  yet  could 
put  both  his  elbows  together,  take 
a  glafs  between  them,  and  drink 
in  that  pofition ;  could  contraft  or 
fweli  himfelf  over  the  cheft,  at  a 
minute’s  notice,  fo  as  to  be  the 
lead  perfqn,  when  meafured,  in 
company,  or  fo  extend  himfelf  as 
to  meafure  more  than  four  of  the 
bigged:  perfons  together,  acrofs  the 
cheft.  When  fitting  on  the  ground 
he  could  get  up,  without  the  aid 
of  his  hands,  with  three  full-grown 
men  acrofs  his  fhoulders  and  on  his 
back,  and  dance  a  hornpipe  with 
them  with  eafe  ;  and  could  perform 
many  other  feats  equally  incredible 
unlefs  feen.  Many  hundreds  are 
alive  who  have  feen  thefe  things, 
which  he  generally  did  of  his  own 
accord,  and  without  profit. 


MARCH. 

This  afternoon,  about  , 
three  o’clock,  part  of  the  * 
bank  of  the  Paddington  canal  gave 
way,  a  little  on  this  fide  the  firft 
bridge;  the  water  rufhed  through 
the  tunnel  clofe  to  the  fpot,  and  the 
meadows  on  the  other  fide  were 
immediately  inundated ;  the  lock 
at  the  bridge  prevented  the  water 
flowing  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
canal.  The  gap  is  about  eight  feet 
wide ;  a  log  of  timber  is  placed 
acrofs,  and  planks  driven  to  fecure 
the  lower  part  of  the  bank.  The 
water  in  the  bafon,  and  to  the  firft 
bridge,  funk  between  two  and  three 
feet. 

This  morning  a  moft  ex-  ^ 
traordinary  duel  took  place 
in  Hyde  Park,  between  Lieut.  W. 
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of  the  navy,  and  Capt.  J.  of  the 
army.  The  antagonists  arrived  at 
the  appointed  place  within  a  few 
minutes  of  each  other.  Some  dif- 
pute  arofe  refpefting  the  diftance, 
which  the  friends  of  Lieut.  W.  in¬ 
filled  Should  not  exceed  lix  paces, 
while  the  feconds  of  Capt.  J.  urged 
ftrongly  the  rafhnefs  of  fo  decifive 
a  diftance,  and  infifted  on  its  being 
extended.  At  length  the  propo- 
fal  of  Lieut.  W.’s  friends  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  parties  fired  per 
Signal,  when  Lieut.  W.  received 
the  Shot  of  his  adverfary  on  the 
guard  ofhispiftol,  which  tore  away 
the  third  and  fourth  lingers  of  his 
right  hand.  The  feconds  then  in¬ 
terfered  to  no  purpofe ;  the  fon  of 
Neptune,  apparently  callous  to  pain,, 
wrapped  his  handkerchief  round  his 
hand,  and  fwore  he  had  another 
which  never  failed  him.  Capt.  j. 
called  his  friend  afide,  and  told 
him  it  was  in  vain  to  urge  a  re¬ 
conciliation.  They  again  took  their 
ground.  On  Lieut.  W.  receiving 
the  piftol  in  his  left  hand,  he  lock¬ 
ed  ftedfaftly  at  Capt.  j.  for  fome 
time,  then  call  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
and  faid  in  a  low  voice,  <(  Forgive 
me.”  The  parties  fired  as  before, 
and  both  fell  Capt.  j.  received 
the  Ihot  through  his  kead,  and  in- 
ftantly  expired  ;  Lieut  W.  receiv¬ 
ed  the  ball  in  his  left  fereaft,  and 
immediately  inquired  of  his  friend 
if  Capt.  J.’s  wound  was  mortal  ? 
Being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
he  thanked  heaven  he  had  lived 
thus  long ;  requefted  a  mourning, 
ring  on  his  finger  might  be  given 
to  his  fifter,  and  that  lhe  might  be 
affured  it  was  the  happieft  moment 
he  ever  knew.,  He  had  fcarcely 
fimfhed  the  words  when  a  quantity 
oi  blood  burft  from  his  wound,  and 

he  expired  almoft  without  a  ftrug- 
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gle.  The  unfort  unate  young  man 
was  on  the  eve  of  being  married 
to  a  lady  in  Hampfhire,  to  whom 
for  fome  time  he  had  paid  his  ad- 
dreffes. 

The  followisg  inftance  of 
remorfe  of  conference  oc- 
curred  a  few  days  fince  at  Crof- 
comb,  near  Wells  :  a  young  man  in 
the  fervice  of  a  farmer  had  been 
prevailed  on,  by  his  father,  to  rob 
his  mafter  of  hay,  and  was  detefted 


by  his  miftrefs  in  the  aft  of  put¬ 
ting  it  on  his  father’s  fhoulders. 
He  received  fome  repfoaches  from 
the  matron,  but  was  promifed  for- 
givenefs  on  the  hay  being  return¬ 
ed.  The  unhappy  youth,  however*, 
in  a  ftate  of  defpondency,  hung 
himfelf  the  fame  evening  in  an  out- 
houfe.  The  Coroner’s  Jury  re¬ 
turned  a  verdift  fdo  de  fe;  but  that 
part  of  the  fentence  which  direfts 
the  body  to  be  buried  in  the  high¬ 
way,  was  difpenfed  with.  ' 

This  day  being  the  anni-  „ 
verfary  of  the  memorable 
battle  of  Alexandria,  the  Turkifti 
piece  of  ordnance,  taken  in  that  bat¬ 
tle,  was  placed  in  St.  James’s  Park, 
am  id  ft  a  great  concourfe  of  people* 
It  is  fixteen  feet  in  length,  but  was 
originally  twenty  feet.  The  car¬ 
riage  for  this  cannon,  on  each  fide, 
in  different  compartments,  was  in¬ 
laid  with  copper;  the  centre  one 
reprefented  Britannia  Hated  on  a 


rock,  with  a  lion  at  her  feet,  point¬ 
ing  to  the  Britifh  camp  ;  the  figure 
or  a  Crocodile,  four  feet  long,  was 
executed  in  a  mafterly  ftyle  of 
workmanfhip.  The  Royal  Crown, 
with  the  Initials  G.  R.  the  Sword 
and  Sceptre  at  the  lower  part,  added 
to  the  embeiiifhments ;  and  alio  a 
ftar,  with  the  motto  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Garter.  The  head  of  the 
cannon  refts  on  the  figure  of  a 

Sphinx. 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


Sphinx.  The  Band  of  the  Guards, 
as  foon  as  it  was  placed,  played 
**  God  have  the  King;”  and  the 
foldiers  and  populace  gave  three 
huzzas.  Among  the  company  who 
were  prefent  were  the  Duke  of 
York,  the  Earl  of  Chatham  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  Comtek,  Lord 
Gwydir,  and  a  number  of  nobility. 

,  ,  A  few  days  ago,  at 
2  1  ‘  Torfoot,  about  feven  miles 
fouth  weft  of  Strathaven,  in  the 
Shire  of  Lanark,  a  boy,  cleaning 
out  a  drain  at  the  foot  of  a  riling 
ground,  ftriick  upon  a  glafs  bottle 
which  contained  about  400  lilver 
Roman  Coins  of  Trajan,  Antoninus, 
Crifpina,  wife  of  Commodus,  and 
various  other  Emperors  and  Em- 
prelfes,  &c.  They  are,  in  general, 
in  good  prefervation,  and  weigh 
about  4©  grains  each.  The  bottle 
was  an  oblong  fquare,  and  fealed 
with  a  greenifh  pigment.  About 
fifty  of  the  coins  were  fo  much 
verdigreafed  and  adhering  together, 
that  they  were  broken  with  a 
hammer  by  a  rude  and  unlkilful 
hand,  in  order  to  feparate  them. 
It  will  be  recollefted,  that  an  im¬ 
portant  difcovery  of  coins  and  me¬ 
dals  was  made  in  a  manner  equally 
accidental,  in  O&ober,  1799,  near 
Medbourn,  in  Leicefterfhire.  Upon 
that  occafion,  as  a  boy  was  nutting 
in  Holt  Wood,  his  foot  flipped 
into  a  ditch,  and  ftruck  upon  a 
glafs  urn  containing  230  pieces  of 
filver  Roman  coins,  in  the  higheft 
Hate  of  prefervation,  Among  this 
number  were  one  of  Gratian,  one 
of  Julian,  one  of  Theodofius,  and 
one  of  Arcadius,  Roman  Em¬ 
perors.  v 

A  melancholy  inftance  of  def- 
pondency,  blended  with  ftrength 
and  rafhnefs  of  refolution,  occurred 
this  day  at  Donnington,  in  Lin- 
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colnfhire;  where  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Richard  Bowles,  jun.  farmer,  at 
an  unfeafonable  hour  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  precipitated  herfelf  and  in¬ 
fant  child,  about  fix  months  old, 
into  a  dike  not  many  yards  from 
her  home,  and  both  were  drowned. 
In  the  evening  preceding  the  com- 
miffion  of  this  rafti  act,  Ike  defined 
her  hulband  to  retire  to  reft  at  the 
ufual  hour,  and  told  him  Hie  would 
come  to  bed  after  fire  had  written 
a  letter  to  her  lifter.  Early  in  the 
morning,  the  hulband  on  waking 
was  alarmed  to  find  his  wife  ab- 
fent,  and  the  child  taken  from  the 
cradle.  On  going  down  ftairs  he 
found  a  letter  written  by  the  un¬ 
fortunate  woman,  which  ftated  that 
fhe  was  weary  of  exiftenee,  and 
could  fupport  the  burthen  no  longer. 
This  induced  Mr.  B.  to  alarm 
fome  of  his  neighbours,  and  a 
fearch  was  immediately  infti tuted, 
when  a  bonnet  lying  on  the  bank 
of  a  ditch  led  to  the  horrid  dif¬ 
covery  of  the  mother  and  infant 
fuffocated  in  a  loathfome  puddle. 

D  1  ed.' — 6.  Aged  102,  Mr.  W. 
Morris,  of  North  Shields,  Ihip- 
wright. 

7.  At  Ennets,  in  the  parilh  of 
Kincardine-O’Niel,  in  Scotland, 
in  her  105th  year,  Janet  Gaul. 
Her  hulband,  who  died  lately, 
reached  his  104th  year. 

At  Portfea,  Hants,  aged  107, 
Mr.  Richard  Davies,  many  years 
warden  of  the  dock-yard  at  Poitf- 
mouth. 


APRIL. 

^  ,  This  morning,  as  Lieut. 

tn*  Col.  Montgomery  and  Capt.. 
Macnamara  were  riding  in  Hyde 

Park, 
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Park,  each  followed  by  a  New¬ 
foundland  dog,  the  dogs  fought ; 
in  confequence  of  which  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  quarrelled,  and  ufed  fuch 
irritating  language  to  each  other, 
that  an  exchange  of  addrefs  fol¬ 
lowed,  with  an  appointment  to 
meet  at  feven  o’clock  the  fame 
evening,  near  Primrofe-hill ;  the 
confequence  of  which  proved  fa¬ 
tal.  Capt.  M.’s  ball  entered  the 
right  fide  of  Col.  M.’s  chcft,  and 
taking  a  direction  to  the  left,  rnoft 
probably  went  through  the  heart ; 
he  inftantly  fell,  without  uttering 
a  word,  but  rolled  over  two  or 
three  times,  as  if  in  great  agony, 
and  groaned.  Colonel  M.’s  ball 
went  through  Capt.  M.,  entering 
on  the  right  fide,  juft  above  the 
hip,  and  palling  through  the  left 
fide,  carrying  part  of  the  coat  and 
waiftcoat  in  with  it,  taking  a  part 
of  his  leather  breeches  and  the  hip 
button  away  with  it  on  the  other 
fide.  Col.  M.  was  carried  by 
fome  of  the  perfons  Handing  by 
into  Chalk  Farm,  where  he  was 
laid  on  a  bed,  attended  by  Mr. 
Heavifide.  As  they  were  carrying 
him  he  attemptsd  to  fpeak  and 
fpit,  but  the  blood  choaked  him. 
His  mouth  foamed  much,  and  in 
about  five  minutes  after  he  was 
brought  into  the  houfe,  he  expired, 
with  a  gentle  figh. 

Capt.  M.  is  a  naval  officer,  who 
has  much  diflinguilhed  himfelf  in 
two  or  three  actions,  as  Com¬ 
mander  in  the  Cerberus  frigate. 
He  lately  returned  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  his  fhip  was,  about 
two  months  ago,  paid  off  at  Chat¬ 
ham.  He  is  about  thirty-fix  years 
oi  age;  a  ftrong,  bold,  a&iveman. 
He  has  fought  two  or  three  duels 
before,  and  was  remarkable  at 


Cork  for  keeping  the  turbulent  in 
awe. 

Col.  M.  was  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  the  9th  regiment  of  foot,  fon  of 
Sir  Robert  Montgomerys  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  half  brother  to  Mrs. 
George  Eyng,  and  to  the  Mar- 
chionefs  of  Townlhend,  He  was 
a  remarkably  handfome,  genteel 
man,  and  he  had  alfo  fought  bravely 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country.  In 
the  Dutch  expedition,  the  Ruffians 
being  put  to  flight,  bis  regiment 
was  thrown  into  confufion,  and  re¬ 
treated  in  confequence  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  falling  back  upon  them  :  at 
this  time  a  drummer  was  killed, 
and  Col.  M.  look  up  the  drum, 
beating  it  to  rally  his  men,  he 
himfelf  Handing  alone ;  he  did 
rally  them,  and  at  their  head  ren¬ 
dered  effential  fervice.  Onfeveral 
occafions  in  Egypt  and  Malta,  he 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  for  his  cou¬ 
rage  and  fpirit.  He  was  remark¬ 
able  fome  years  ago  for  dreffing 
like  the  late  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
from  which  circumftance  he  was 
called  ((  The  Duke  of  Hamilton's 
double .” — He  was  very  intimate 
with  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
Duke  of  York.  The  former  fhed 
tears  on  being  apprifed  of  the  me¬ 
lancholy  end  of  his  friend.  Crowds 
of  people  were  all  Thurfday  and  < 
Friday  viewing  the  fpot  where  the 
Colonel  fell,  which  was  covered 
with  blood.  7'he  coroner’s  in- 
queft,  on  view  of  the  body,  brought 
in  a*verdi<ft  of  Manllaughter.  The 
remains  were  buried  on  Saturday, 
in  a  vault  in  St.  James’s  church. 
The  funeral  was  attended  by  Gen. 
Loftus,  Mr.  Byng,  and  Mr.  Be- 
resford,  reprefenting  the  three  fa¬ 
milies  to  whom  he  was  neareft  re¬ 
lated. 


At 
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At  Qnvdevfio^wn  there  was  a  very 
hard  gale  from  W.  S.  W.  which 
increafed  towards  afternoon  to  a 
complete  hurricane,  abating  only 
by  fhort  intervals,  thoughout  the 
the  night.  Next  morning,  a  va¬ 
riety  of  wreck,  fcattered  along  the 
fhore,  announced  the  deftrudftion  of 
feme  veffel  at  no  great  diftance. 
Some  of  the  inhabitants,  eager  to 
make  a  farther  difeovery,  went  to 
furvey  the  Weft  rocks,  where  from 
the  top  of  a  ftupendous  promontory, 
in  a  curved  Chore,  called  Walecove, 
they  difeovered  a  large  mafs  of 
wreck,  which  convinced  them  that 
this  had  been  the  feene  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  event  they  had  antici¬ 
pated.  Aduated  by  a  fpirit  of 
enter  prizing  humanity,  forme  young 
men  adventured  to  crawl  down  the 
tremendous  precipice,  and,  not- 
■withftanding  the  fluctuating  and 
furious  flaps  of  wind  peculiar  to 
the  time  and  place,  actually  de¬ 
fended  the  depth  of  900  feet  per¬ 
pendicular.  On  reaching  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  rock,  their  attention 
and  feelings  were  fuddenly  in- 
terefted  in  a  very  ftriking  objeCt 
indeed — the  only  furvivor  of  an 
unfortunate  crew  (11  in  number) 
inflated  on  a  rock  near  the  wreck, 
in  whom  the  tide  of  life  was  fail 
ebbing !  nor  was  it  till  low  water 
that  thefe  laudable  adventurers 
were  able  to  refeue  him  from  this 
dread  afylum.  This  however  at 
la-ft  they  happily  effeded ;  and 
fucceeded,  weak  and  bruifed  as  he 
was,  in  bringing  him  fafe  up  the 
hill — an  achievement  which  any 
ftranger  would  certainly  pronounce 
impoifible.  The  wreck  proves  to 
to  be  the  Reliance  of  Newcaftle, 
William  Allen,  matter,  198  tons 
r  gifter  ;  failed  from  Shields  on  the 
rgth,  coal-loaded  for  Jamaica. 


The  bodies  of  fix  of  the  crew  have 
been  found,  and  interred.  The 
furvivor,  Colin  Burn,  a  native  of 
Montrofe,  only  engaged  with  Capt. 
Allen  on  the  16th,  of  courfe  was 
very  little  acquainted  with  the 
fhipmates ;  but  thinks  three  of 
them  were  from  Aberdeen.  People 
are  daily  employed  fecuring  what 
little  remains  of  the  wreck  may 
drift  afhore ;  and  the  poor  fur- 
viving  tar  is  now  fo  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  walk  about  oc- 
cafionally. 

The  Bill  of  IndiCfment  ^  ^ 
for  Murder,  preferred  at 
Clerkenwell,  againft  Capt.  J.  Mac- 
narnara,  Capt.  R.  Barry,  Sir  W. 
Keir,  and  Mr.  Heavifide,  having 
been  thrown  out  by*  the  Grand 
Jury,  the  firft- named  gentleman 
was  tried  this  day,  for  Man- 
flaughter.  Being  very  weak  from 
his  wound,  he  was  placed  in  a 
chair  at  the  bar,  and  pleaded  not 
guilty  to  the  charge.  Mr.  Knapp, 
for  the  profecution,  entered  into 
the  circumftances  which  led  to  the 
unfortunate  rencontre,  ftated  its 
progrefs  and  effects,  and  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  the  profe- 
cutor  had  no  wifh  as  to  the  event 
of  the  trial,  but  to  perform  his 
duty  to  his  deceafed  relative  and 
the  public. — W.  Sloane,  and  C. 
Smith,  Efqrs.  depofed  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  difpute,  exactly  as 
it  has  been  related,  viz.  that  the 
Colonel’s  dog  being  worfted  in  the 
fight,  he  threatened  to  knock  the 
Captain’s  dog  down,  unlefs  he 
called  him  off ;  to  which  the  Cap¬ 
tain  replied,  he  mutt  knock  him 
down  afterwards;- — the  fubfe- 
quent  converfation  produced  the 
challenge  ;  but  it  did  not  appear 
dearly  from  which  party  it  ori¬ 
ginated. 
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The  evidence  for  the  profecution 
being  clofed, 

Mr.  Juft  ice  Heath  faid— “  Capt. 
M.  if  you  have  any  thing  to  fay 
in  defence,  this  is  year  time.” 

Capt.  M. — “  My  Lord,  I 
hope  the  Court  will  permit  me  to 
keep  my  feat  while  I  fay  a  few 
words,  as  my  wound  is  extremely 
painful.  ” 

Mr.  Juftice  Heath.. —  “  Cer¬ 
tainly — you  may  keep  your  feat.” 

Capt.  M.  then  read  a  written 
compofition  that  he  held  in  his 
hand,  which,  in  fubftance,  was 
nearly  as  follows : — 

(t  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

ft  I  appear  before  you,  with  the 
confolation  that  my  chara&er  has 
already  been  delivered,  by  the  ver¬ 
dict  of  a  Grand  Jury,  from  the 
fhocking  imputation  of  Murder ; 
and  that  although  the  evidence 
againft  me  was  laid  before  them, 
without  any  explanation  or  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  fenfations  which 
brought  me  into  my  prefent  un- 
happy  fituation,  they  made  their 
own  impreftion  ;  and  no  charge  of 
criminal  homicide  was  found  ag-ainfi: 

m  O 

me.  I  was  delivered  at  once  from 
the  whole  effetft  of  the  indictment. 
I,  therefore,  now  ftand  before  you 
upon  the  inquifition  only,  taken 
before  the  Coroner,  upon  the  view 
of  the  body,  under  circumftances 
extremely  affe&ing  to  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  were  to  deliberate  on 
the  tranfaclion,  and  without  the 
opportunity,  which  the  benignity 
of  the  law  affords  me,  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  of  repelling  that  inference 
of  even  fudden  refentment  againft 
the.  deceafed,  which  is  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  this  inqueft  of  Man- 
llaughter. 

“  The  origin  of  the  difference. 
As  you  fee  it  in  the  evidence,  was 


infignifteant.  The  heat  of  two 
perfons,  each  defending  an  animal 
under  his  protection,  was  natural, 
and  could  not  have  led  to  any 
ferious  confequences.  It  was  not 
the  deceafed’s  defending  his  own 
dog,  or  his  threatening  to  deftroy 
mine,  that  led  to  the  fatal  cataf- 
trophe ;  it  was  the  defiance  alone 
which  molt  unhappily  accompanied 
what  was  faid :  words  receive  their 
interpretation  from  the  avowed 
intention  of  the  fpeaker.  The  of¬ 
fence  forced  upon  me  by  the  de¬ 
claration,  that  he  invited  me  to 
be  offended,  and  challenged  me  to 
vindicate  the  offence,  by  calling 
upon  him  for  fatisfaClion.  Ci  If 
you  are  offended  with  what  has- 
palled,  you  know  where  to  find 
me.”  Thefe  wTords,  unfortunately 
repeated  and  reiterated,  have,  over 
and  over  again,  been  confidered,  by 
Criminal  Courts  of  Juftice,  as  fuf- 
ftcient  to  fupport  an  indictment  for 
a  challenge.  Thefe  judgments  of 
Courts  are  founded  upon  the  uni- 
verfal  underftandings  and  feelings 
of  mankind  ;  and  common  candour 
muft  admit,  that  an  Officer,  how¬ 
ever  defirous  to  avoid  a  quarrel, 
cannot  refufe  to  underftand  what 
even  the  grave  Judges  of  the  Law 
muft  interpret  as  a  provocation  and 
a  defiance.  I  declare,  therefore, 
moft  folemnly,  that  I  went  into 
the  field  from  no  refentment  againft 
the  deceafed  :  nothing,  indeed,  but 
infanity,  could  have  led  me  to  ex- 
pofe  my  own  life  to  fuch  imminent 
peril,  under  the'  impulfe  of  paffion, 
from  fo  inadequate  a  caufe  as  the 
evidence  before  you  exhibits,  when 
fepa rated  from  the  defiance  which 
was  the  fatal  fource  of  mifehtef; 
and  I  could  well  have,  overlooked 
that  too,  if  the  world,  in  its  pre¬ 
fent  ftate,  could  have  overlooked 
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it  alfo.  I  went  into  the  field, 
therefore,  with  no  determination 
or  defire  to  take  the  life  of  my 
opponent,  or  to  expofe  my  own. 
I  went  there,  in  hopes  of  receiving 
fome  foothing  fatisfaftion  for  what 
would  other  wife  have  expofed  me 
in  the  general  feelings  and  opinions 
of  the  world.  The  deceafed  was 
a  man  of  popular  manners,  as  1 
have  heard,  and  with  a  very  ge¬ 
nera]  acquaintance.  I,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  in  a  manner  a 
ftranger  to  this  great  town,  having 
been  devoted  from  my  infancy  to 
the  duties  of  my  profeffion  in  dif- 
tant  feas.  If,  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftanees,  the  words  which  the 
deceafed  intended  to  be  offend ve, 
and  which  he  repeatedly  invited 
to  be  refented,  had  been  paffed  by 
and  fubmitted  to,  they  would  have 
palled  from  mouth  to  mouth,  have 
been  even  exaggerated  at  every 
repetition,  and  my  honour  mud 
have  been  loft. 

46  Gentlemen,  I  am  a  Captain 
in  the  Britifh  Navy.  Mv  cha- 
rafter  you  can  only  hear  from 
ethers ;  but  to  maintain  my  cha¬ 
mber  in  that  ftation,  I  muft  be 
reipefted.  When  called  upon  to 
lead  others  into  honourable  a  nger, 
I  muft  not  be  fuppefed  to  be  a 
man  who  had  fought  fafety  by 
fubmitting  to  what  cuftom  has 
taught  others  to  confider  as  a  dif- 
gntce.  I  am  not  prefuming  to 
urge  any  thing  againft  the  laws  of 
God,  or  of  this  land.  I  know 
that,  in  the  eve  of  Religion  and 
Reafon,  obedience  to  the  Law, 
though  againft  the  general  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  world,  is  the  iirft  duty, 
and  ought  to  be  the  rule  of  action  : 
but,  in  putting  a  conit  ruftion  upon 
my  motives,  fb  as  to  afeertain  the 
quality  of  my  aftciciis,  you  will 


make  allowances  for  my  fltuation 
It  is  impofiible  to  define  in  terms 
the  proper  feelings  of  a  Gentleman  ; 
but  their  exiftence  have  fupported 
this  happy  country  many  ages,  and 
fhe  might  perifh  if  they  were  loft. 

41  Gentlemen,  I  will  detain  you 
no  longer :  I  will  bring  before 
you  many  honourable  perfons,  who 
will  fpeak  what  they  know  of  me 
in  my  profeffion,  and  in  private 
life ;  which  will  the  better  enable 
you  to  judge  whether  what  I  have 
offered  in  my  defence  may  fafely 
be  received  by  you  as  truth.  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  I  fubmit  rayfelf  entirely 
to  your  judgment.  I  hope  to  ob¬ 
tain  my  liberty  through  your  ver¬ 
dict  ;  and  to  employ  it  with  honour 
in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
my  country .’ 5 

Lie  then  called  in  his  defence, 
Lords  Hood,  Nelfon,  Hothara,  and 
•  Minto ;  Sirs  hL  Parker  and  T. 
Tfowbride  ;  Gen.  Churchill;  Cap¬ 
tains  Martin,  Towry,  Liddyard, 
Waller,  Graham,  Moore,  and  Fel¬ 
lows,  with  many  other  perfons  of 
the  higheft  refpeftabili ty,  who  all 
bore  the  higheft  teftimony  to  hi§ 
noble  and  temperate  conduft. — - 
The  judge,  in  a  fhort  fpeecfi,  itru 
preffed  the  jury  with  the  necefii ty 
of  not  attending  to  the  high  cha- 
rafter  of  the  prifoner,  as  the  Law 
was  a  ftranger  to  thofe  nice  rules 
of  honour  which  guided  the  con- 
duft  of  Gentlemen.  They  were 
bound  to  aft  by  the  evidence 
in  fupport  of  the  charge,  which 
was  not  denied  by  the  prifoner 
himfelf. — The  jury,  however,  in 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  returned  a 
verdift  of  Not  Guilty! 

Mr.  Alllett,  Aff  ftant  Cafhier  at 
the  Bank,  has  been  committed  to 
Newgate  for  trial,  being  charged 
with  re-iffuing  fecurities  depofired 
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in  his  office,  and  railing  large  £hms 
thereon.  His  defalcations  are  faid 
to  amount  to  300,0001.  at  lealt, 
which  the  Bank  will  have  to  make 
good.) 

Died. — 6ch.  In  Piccadilly,  in 
his  74th  year,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
William  Hamilton,  K.  B.  &c.  See. 
He  died  at  the  houfe  his  lady 
bought  for  him,  on  an  interrup¬ 
tion  of  his  own  finances,  with  fome 
jewels,  a  prefent  to  her  by  a  fo¬ 
reign  Princefs,  who,  in  a  letter  to 
our  own  Sovereign,  praifes  Lady 
Hamilton,  in  full  gratitude  of 
heart,  as,  “  her  belt  friend  and 
preferver !  to  whom  fhe  was  in¬ 
debted  certainly  for  life,  and  pro¬ 
bably  for  the  crown  !”  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  was  a  man  of  moll  extraor¬ 
dinary  endowments,  and  his  me¬ 
mory  will  be  dear  to  the  literary 
world  by  the  indefatigable  ex¬ 
ertions  which  he  made  through 
life  to  add  to  our  (lock  of  know¬ 
ledge,  and  of  models  in  the  fine 
arts.  His  whole  life,  indeed,  was 
devoted  to  ftudies  connected  with 
the  arts,  and  he  made  every  in- 
terell  contribute  to  the  paffion  of 
his  foul.  He  was  the  fofier- brother 
of  his  prefent.  Majefty,  which  laid 
the  foundation  of  that  p-racious 
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attachment  and  friendfhip,  with 
which  he  was  honoured  by  the 
King  through  the  whole  of  his 
public  fervice.  By  that  imme¬ 
diate  protection  he  procured^  the 
favourite  appointment  of  Minifter 
at  the  Court  of  Naples ;  which 
he  enjoyed,  with  the  uninterrupted 
approbation  of  the  two  Courts,  for 
thirty-fix  years,  and  which  he 
would  not  exchange  for  more  lu¬ 
crative  fituations.  The  zealous 
and  fuccefsful  efforts  which  he  made, 
during  all  this  time,  in  bringing 
to  light  the  buried  treafures  of 


antiquity,  and  in  promoting  a  juft 
and  correct  tafte  in  the  arts,  by 
making  known,  in  his  works,  the 
fpecimens  of  the  pure  and  chafte 
ftyle  of  the  claffic  aera  that  he  had 
difeovered,  need  not  be  here  enu¬ 
merated.  He  was  equally  aClive 
and  fuccefsful  in  the  duties  of  his 
appointment ;  and  maintained  the 
harmony  of  the  two  Courts  at  a 
period  when  it  required  all  his  in¬ 
fluence  and  addrefs  to  counteract 
the  defigns  of  thofe  who  had  ,an 
intereft  in  the  breach  of  the  amity 
that  fo  happily  fubfifted.  The 
Englifh  nobility  and  gentry  who 
travelled  into  Italy  fhcak  with  the 
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warmeft  acknowledgements  of  the 
fplendid  hofpitality  with  which  he 
reprefented  his  Sovereign.  About 
twelve  years  ago  he  married  the 
prefent  lady  Hamilton  ;  and  never 
was  an  union  productive  of  more 
perfect  felicity.  The  anxious  fo- 
lici tude,  the  unwearied  attentions, 
the  domeftic  duties,  joined  to  the 
uncommon  talents  and  accomplifh- 
ments  of  Lady  Hamilton,  were 
fources  of  the  pureft  happinefs  to 
both,  as  well  as  of  delight  to  the 
circle  in  which  they  lived.  Sir 
William  derived  from  his  lady, 
in  his  laft  illnefs,  all  the  confer 
lations  of  which  life  was  fufeep- 
tible ;  and  he  at  length,  with¬ 
out  a  ft ruggle  or  figh,  breathed 
his  laft  in  her  arms.  He  had  a 
penfion  of  izool.  a  year  on  the 
Irifh  eftablifhment,  conferred  on 
him  for  his  long  diplomatic  fei- 
vices,  which  ceafes  with  his  ex- 
iftence.  He  has  made  his  nephew, 
the  Hon.  Charles  Greville  (deputy 
lord  chamberla/n),  his  foie  heir* 
His  eft  a  tes  near  Swanfea,  which 
he  got  by  a  former  wife,  amount 
to  5000].  per  annum  ;  thefe  he  has 
left  charged  with  700I.  per  annum, 
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as  an  annuity  to  the  prefent  Lady 
Hamilton  during  her  life.  His 
remains  were  interred  at  Milford 
Haven,  in  Fembrokefhire.  His 
*c  Obferv'ations  on  Mount  Vefu- 
irius,  Mount  JE  tna,  and  other 
V olcanos,  in  a  Series  of  Letters 
to  the  Royal  Society, ”  were  re- 
publifhed,  with  notes,  in  1772, 
8vg.  (XLII,  334.) 


MAY. 

^  .  The  Manchefter  Paper  of 
J  ’  the  3d  i-nft.  contained  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  a  moil  fho ek¬ 
ing  murder:— On  Tuefday  an  in- 
quifition  was  held  at  Hollinwood, 
on  the  bodies  of  one  Hefketh, 
Alice  Ogden,  and  an  .infant.  It 
appeared  that  Hefketh  and  Ogden 
had  lived  together  nearly  three 
years,  and  that  early  on  Monday 
morning,  a  man  going  to  work  in 
the  garden  of  the  deceafed,  faw  a 
quantity  of  blood  running  under 
the  door.  He  alarmed  the  neigh¬ 
bours,  who  found  Hefketh  with 
the  infant  acrofs  his  thighs,  both 
quite  dead,  and  miferably  bruifed, 
lying  upon  the  floor.  Hefketh  had 
the  key  of  the  door  in  his  pocket, 
and  the  end  of  the  tongs  in  his 
hand.  Ogden  was  alfo  in  a  dying 
hate,  and  fo  much  bruifed  as  to  be 
incapable  of  giving  any  account 
of  this  horrid  buflnefs,  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  induced  the  Jury  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  one  or  both  of  them 
killed  the  child  and  each  other. 

,  A  mod  extraordinary  for- 
J "  *  gery  was  pradtifed  in  the  city. 
At  .  an  early  hour  m  the  morning, 
a  man  delivered  a  letter  at  the 
Manfion-houfe,  which  he  faid  he 
had  brought  from  Lord  Hawkef- 

4  «  *.  ■■■■■■ 


bury,  and  requefted  it  to  be  de™ 
livered  immediately  :  it  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  given  to  his  Lordfhip, 
and  foon  afterwards  the  following 
literal  copy  appeared  in  front  of 
the  Manfion-houfe  : 

((  Lord  Hawkeibury  prefents 
compliments  to  the  Lord  Mayor, 
and  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  his 
Lordfhip,  that  the  negotiation  be¬ 
tween  this. country  and  the  French 
Republic  is  brought  to  an  amicable 
concluflon. 

Downing-flreet,  Thurfday 

Morning,  eight  o’clock, 

May  5,,  1803. 

Printed  notices  were  then  polled 
round  the  Cuftom-houfe,  declaring 
the  embargo  to  be  taken  off  fhips 
loaded  with  Saltpetre ,  &c.  and  in 
confequence  of  this  deluflon,  the 
Funds  experienced  2n  immediate 
rife  from  63J;  to  7 1  A  real 
Treafury  Meffenger,  however,  was 
foon  difpatched  t©  announce  the 
falfity  of  the  news ;  on  which  the 
genuine  commuication  was  read  in 
the  public  ftreet  by  the  City  Mar- 
fhall.  The  confuflon  which  now 
prevailed  was  beyond  all  deferip- 
tion.'  The  Stock  Exchange  was 
immediately  fhut,  and  the  com¬ 
mittee  came  to  the  refolution,  that 
all  bargains  made  in  the  morning 
Jhould  be  declared  null  and  ‘void. 
Some  difficulty,  however,  arofe 
refpedling  the  aRual  purchafes  of 
Stock  for  money,  Mr.  Templeton 
holding  up  a  transfer  receipt  for 
Reduced  Stock,  which  he  had  juft 
made  for  the  Commiflioners  for 
liquidating  the  National  debt.  An 
appeal  was  in  confequence  made  to 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank,  who 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  ((  that 
the  money-purchafers  of  Reduced 
Stock  for  Government,  made  that: 
day,  fliould  Hand  at  yefterday’s; 
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doling  price,  viz.  64;  but  re- 
ferved  the  delivery  of  any  opinion 
on  the  points  of  money  purchafes 
until  eleven  o’clock  on  Friday.” 
The  fubfcribers  then  entered  into 
a  refolution,  that  all  fales  of  the 
two  days  Ihould  be  delivered  to  a 
committee  of  the  Houfe,  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  difcovery  of  the  perfon 
who  forged  the  notification.  The 
eonfequence  of  the  above  artifice 
was  a  rapid  fall  of  the  Funds  from 
71  to  63.  Mr.  Goldfmid  was  the 
perfon  who  detected  the  forgery. 

The  Bank  Directors  have  fince 
altered  their  opinion  refpeifting 
a&ual  money  bargains  made  in 
eonfequence  of  the  forgery,  and  in¬ 
formed  the  Stock  Exchange  Com¬ 
mittee,  that  the  Government  com- 
mifiioners  had  authorifed  them  to 
pay  the  full  price  for  the  reduced 
ftock,  which  their  broker  had  thus 
purchafed  on  their  account,  namely, 
6 9I  per  cent. 

£  ftk  This  day  about  three  o’clock, 

*  an  obflrudfon  took  place  in  the 
narrow  part  of  the  Strand,  near  Ex¬ 
eter  Change,  in  eonfequence  of  the 
breaking  down  of  an  hackney  coach. 
Two  men  and  a  woman,  eroding 
the  ftreet,  unfortunately  ran  be¬ 
tween  two  coal  waggons,  then  in 
contact  with  each  other;  when  the 
two  men  and  the  woman  were  fo 
jammed  in,  notwithftanding  their 
{creams  and  fhrieks,  before  any 
afliftance  could  be  given,  that  they 
were  killed  on  the  fpot. 

I2tj1  Early  in  the  morning  a 
fire  brokq  out  in  an  upper 
apartment  of  the  left*  wing  of 
Huntley  Cattle,  the  feat  of  the 
Duke  of  Gordon,  which  originated 
from  the  fnuflrof  a  candle  left  burn¬ 
ing  on  the  floor.  This  wing  hav¬ 
ing  been  feparated  from  the  build- 
ing  by  a  ftone  wall,  the  door  which 
Vol,  XLV,  or  Vo l«  III,  Ne 


communicated  with  it  was  quickly 
built  up  with  turf,  which  fecured 
the  remainder  from  deftruHion, 
After  burning  for  feveral  hours, 
the  conflagration  was  extinguifhed. 
Mott  cf  the  property  was  faved  by 
the  villagers. 

The  Inftallation  of  the  , 
Knights  of  the  Bath  took  1« 
place.  This  ceremony  ufually  oc¬ 
curs  once  in  nine  years ;  but  owing 
to  the  war,  and  other  ci'rcum- 
ftances,  it  has  been  delayed  con- 
fidexably  beyond  that  period,  the 
laft  having  been  in  1788.  It  is 
one  of  the  moft  fplendtd  {hows  in 
this  country,  and  is  only  inferior 
to  a  coronation. 

Between  three  and  four  ^ , 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  0 
fire  was  difeovered  in  that  beauti¬ 
ful  edifice  Bofton  church,  which 
threatened  its  total  deftruftion, 
but  by  the  timely  and  judicious 
application  of  the  engines,  the  fire 
was  completely  extinguifhed  in  the 
fpace  of  three  hours.  The  acci¬ 
dent  happened  by  the  careleffnefs 
of  a  workman,  who  had  lighted  a 
fire  upon  the  lead  in  the  gutter  of 
the  roof,  which  fo  rapidly  ex¬ 
tended  itfelf  along  the  fpars  and 
beams,  that  the  whole  interior 
fpace  between  the  cieling  and  the 
roof  was  filled  with  fuch  a  volume 
of  fmoke,  as  for  a  long  time  to 
deny  all  entrance ;  but,  by  the 
fpirited  exertions  of  the  firemen, 
the  water  was  at  length  conveyed 
to  the  very  heart  of  the  fire,  and 
that  elegant  building  was  thereby 
faved.  Meantime  an  engine  was 
very  fuccefsfully  employed  within 
the  church  to  extinguifh  the  flames, 
as  they  appeared  to  fpread  along 
the  ceiling.  Confiderable  damage 
has  been  done  by  this  accident  (it 
is  fuppofed  not  to  a  lefs  amount 
w  Series.  *  C  than 
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than  1000b),  but  nothing  equal  to 
what  might  have  been  expedted  ; 
indeed,  about  five  o’clock,  it  was 
the  general  opinion  that  nothing 
could  fave  the  roof,  as  the  lead 
began  to  melt  and  run.  Fortu¬ 
nately  the  difcovery  was  in  the  day 
time,  and  there  was  very  little 
wind,  or  the  church  mull  *have 
been  a  total  ruin.  Never  were 
greater  exertions  ufed  by  all  ranks 
and  defcriptions  of  perfons  than  on 
this  occafion ;  and  it  is  but  jufiice 
to  fay  that  the  officers  and  foldiers 
quartered  at  Bofton,  and  every 
ft  ranger  there  felt  a  natural  im¬ 
pulse  to  afiifl  in  faving  this  pride 
$nd  ornament  of  the  town. 

^  ,  In  the  Common  Pleas,  an 

3  ‘  *  adlion  was  broughr  by  Mr. 

Turner,  to  recover  ioool.  of  Mr, 
Fyles,  the  keeper  of  the  Fleet 
Prifon,  >  for  allowing  the  efcape  of 
Johnfon,  the  fmuggler,  whom  Mr. 
T.  had  confined  for  a  debt  to  the 
shove  amount.  After  a  long  hear¬ 
ing,  in  the  courfe  of  which  it 
appeared  no  blame  or  negligence 
could  be  imputed  to  Mr.  Eyles, 
the  plaintiff  was  nonfuited. 

5.8th  This  night’s  Gazette 
contains  a  proclamation  for 
increafing  the  militia.  The  men 
are  to  be  enrolled  on  or  before 
July  i6i» 


JUNE. 

*  A  verdidf  of  700I.  damages 
was  given  againft  Mr.  Dickie, 
ftationer,  in  the  Strand,  for  defa¬ 
matory  reflexions  on  the  .charaHer 
of  Governor  Aris,  of  Coldbath- 
fields. 

The  Knights’  Fete  at  Ranelagh 
was  one  of  the  moft  fplendid  en- 

ri  •  7  . ‘  v  '  f 


tertainments  ever  given  in  this 
country  : — there  were  prefent  2500 
of  the  firff  charadlers  in  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  fupper  confifled  of  the 
choiceft  delicacies  of  the  feafon ; 
amoneft  other  rarities,  there  were 
cherries  at  a  guinea  a  pound,  and 
000  quarts  of  peas  at  14s.  per 
quart.  A  dramatic  piece  was  got 
up  for  the  purpofe,  by  Meffrs. 
Fawcett  and  Byrne.  None  but 
Court  drefifes  and  regimentals  were 
admitted  ;  and  thofe  of  the  ladies 
were  new  and  fplendid  in  the  ex¬ 
treme.  The  expence  was  7000I. 

A  thunder-ftorm  which  oc- 
curred  this  afternoon,  did con- 
fiderable  damage.— -Several  houfes 
were  greatly  injured,  and  many  per¬ 
fons  ftruck  down  while  walking  in 
the  ftreets.  A  public-houfe  at  the 
corner  of  Abingdon-ftreet,  received 
great  damage  by  a  thunder-bolt,  ard 
every  piece  of  iron  in  the  ftruXure 
was  reduced  to  the  fmallefl  par¬ 
ticles.  The  houfe  of  Sir  F.  Whit¬ 
worth,  in  Bruton-ftreet,  was  in¬ 
jured  in  a  fimilar  way  :  the  wire 
of  the  door-bell  was  completely  de¬ 
ft  royed,  all  the  leaden  pipes  were 
melted,  the  wainfcot  burnt,  and  a 
great  coat  which  hung  in  the 
kitchen  was  entirely  confumed. 
The  damage  was  confiderable  in 
other  parts  of  the  town,  and  in  the 
fields  much  injury  was  done  among 
the  cattle. 

This  evening,  at  five 
©’clock,  a  moft  Angular 
phenomenon  took  place  in  Panton- 
ftreet,  Haymarket.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  alarmed  by  a  violent: 
and  tremendous  hail  and  fliower-. 
ftorm,  which  extended  only  to; 
Oxendon-ftreet,  Whitcomb-ftreet,. 
Coventry-ftreet,  and  the  Hay- 
market,  a  fpace  not  more  than 
about  200  acres  j  the  torrent  from 
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the  heavens  was  fo  great,  that  it 
could  only  be  compared  to  a  won¬ 
derful  cafcade  from  the  brow  of  the 
mod  tremendous  precipice.  It  laded 
feven  minutes,  fo  that  the  cellars  ©f 
all  the  inhabitants  in  Panton-dreet 
and  Oxendon-dreet  were  filled 
with  water.  Adonifhing  to  relate, 
in  the  midd  of  this  hurricane  an 
eleftric  cloud  defcended  in  the 
middle  of  the  dreet,  and  fell  in 
the  centre  of  the  coach-way,  and 
funk  in  a  great  depth,  without 
leaving  a  vedige  or  any  particle 
of  matter,  but  formed  a  com¬ 
plete  pit.  The  fmell  of  brimdone, 
for  fome  feconds,  was  fo  drong, 
that  the  inhabitants  expected  every 
minute  to  be  fuffocated.  Mr. 
Madden,  who  keeps  a  public-houfe 
near  the  fpot,  had  water  and  beer 
butts  thrown  dat  from  the  dillions, 
and  no  other  damage  whatever 
done. 

^  The  eadern  arm  of  Ply- 

1  1 *  *  mouth  harbour  is  quite  full 
of  prizes.  The  total  number 
brought  into  that  port,  to  the  13  th, 
amounted  to  105. 

Johnfon,  the  fmuggler,  has  been 
arreded  at  Flufhing,  by  order  of 
the  French  Commandant.  He  was 
accufed  of  being  a  fpy  j  his  papers 
were  all  feized,  and  he  was  lent  to 
prifon. 

A  compound  of  platina  and  mer¬ 
cury  was  lately  introduced  to  the 
world  under  the  title  of  Palladium, 
or  Nevj  Silver.  The  greated  heat 
»i  a  blackftnith’s  fire  will  hardly 
melt  it ;  but  if  touched  while  hot 
with  a  fmall  bit  of  fulphur,  it  runs 
as  eafily  as  zinc.  Its  fpecific  gra » 
vity  by  hammering  only  11.  3. 
being  confiderably  lefs  than  the 
fpecific  gravity  of  the  lighted  of 
the  two  metals  of  which  it  is  com- 
pofed. 


In  the  Court  of  King’s  , 
Bench,  Philips  and  Ship-  * 
man,  two  Tailors,  who  hadconfpired 
with  others  falfeiy  to  accufe  their 
captain  of  the  murder  of  his  appren¬ 
tice  at  Demerara  (for  which  he 
was  tried  and  acquitted)  were 
brought  up  for  judgment.  One  of 
them  having  added  perjury  to  his 
confpiracy,  the  fentenee  of  the  court 
upon  them  was,  C{  That  Richard 
Shiprnan  fhould  be  imprifened  in 
the  Houfe  of  Correction,  Coldbath- 
fields,  for  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  {hall  dand  in  and  upon  the 
pillory  for  one  hour.  That  Ben¬ 
jamin  Philips  do  fufFer  the  fame 
fentenee  for  the  confpiracy :  and 
for  the  perjury  be  imprifoned  one 
month  in  Newgate,  and  then  be 
tranfported  beyond  the  Teas  for  the 
term  of  feven  years. 

Died. — At  Balnacraig,  in  the 
parifh  of  Aboyne,  aged  103, 
Harry  Troup,  a  dioemaker.  He 
had  experienced  no  bodily  com- 
plaint,  and  retained  his  fenfes  to 
the  lad  ;  was  fober  and  indudrious, 
and  never  above  30  miles  from  his 
own  houfe,  in  which  he  had  lived 
upwards  of  70  years. 

In  Kevin-dreet,  Dublin,  aged 
1 12,  Mrs.  Lindfay,  formerly  in 
a  refpeftable  fituation,  but,  having 
outlived  an  annuity,  Hie  was  lat¬ 
terly  indebted  to  a  fubfeription  of 
the  Nobility  for  thofe  comforts 
which  file  had  been  accudomed  to, 
and  which,  at  her  great  age,  wer& 
become  more  neceffary. 


JULY. 

At  the  Old  Bailey  came  s  , 
on  the  trial  of  Robert  1  * 
Adlett,  who,  being  put  to  the  bar, 

*  C  *  was 
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was  indifled  for  that  he  being  a  An  entry  was  made  in  the  par= 
fervant  of,  and  employed  by  the  lour  book,  and  its  correftnefs  was 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  vouched  by  the  ftgnatures  of  two 
Bank  of  England,  was  entrufted  directors,  Mefirs.  Smith  and  Puget, 
with  a  certain  paper,  writing,  called  The  entry  thus  vouched,  was, 
an  exchequer  bill,  of  the  value  of  neverthelefs,  afterwards  found  to 
loool.  and  another  of  the  fame  be  for  bills  to  the  amount  of 
value,  and  a  third  of  the  fame  200,000!.  more  than  the  afluai 
value*  On  the  26th  of  February  value  of  the  bundles*  On  this 
lafl,  he  being  fuch  fervant,  &c.  difcovery  it  came  out,  that  Mr. 
did  felonioufly  fecrete  and  embezzle  Aftlett  had  been  re-iftuing  fome  of 
the  faid  exchequer  bills,  and  did  thefe  bills  to  raife  money  ;  and 
run  away  with  them,  fo  belonging  Mr.  Bifh,  the  Stockbroker,  who 
to  the  faid  governor  and  company,  had  been  applied  to  with  fome  of 
There  were  no  lefs  than  ten  dif-  them,  by  Aftlett,  fufpecting  all  was 
ferent  counts  to  the  fame  efFefi.  not  right,  gave  intimation  of  his 
Mr.  Garr»w  was  counfel  tor  the  fufpicions  to  the  bank,  when  Mr. 
profecutor,  and  Mr.  Erfkine  for  Aftlett’s  criminality  became  evi- 
prifoner.  The  former  ftated,  that  dent. 

the  bank  of  England,  being  in  the  After  Mr.  Garrow  had  gone 

cuftomary  habit  of  purchafing  ex-  through  his  cafe,  Mr.  Erlkine,  in 
chequer  Dills  on  account  of  govern-  behalf  of  the  prifoner,  infilled 
ment,  thefe  bills  are  either  brought  that  Mr.  Jennings,  who  had 
to  the  bank  by  one  particular  ftgned  thefe  purloined  Exchequer 
houfe,  ( Goldfmid  and  Co,}  or  by  bills  in  the  firft  inftance,  had  not 
tne  bank,  broker,  who  pur  chafes  had  the  proper  authority  renewed 
the  bills  in  the  market.  On  the  to  him  for  fo  doing,  as  required 
delivery  of  thefe  to  the  cafhier,  by  aft  of  parliament ;  and  fo  evi- 
Mr.  Aftlett,  he  gives  an  order  for  dent  was  this,  that  government 
payment,  and  the  exchequer  bills  had,  ftnce  the  commitment  of  Mr. 
remain  with  him  till  a  fufficient  Aftlett,  pafted  an  aft  to  remedy  the 
quantity  are  collected  together,  omifficn. 

and  made  up  in  bundles,  to  deliver  The  Chief  Baron  Macdonald 

into  the  cuftody  of  the  directors  obferved,  that  the  charge  was,  for 
in  the  parlour  :  thefe  bundles  are  embezzling  a  valid  bill  of  ex- 
then  counted,  and  a  voucher  given  change.  However  great  the  crime 
to  the  cafhier  on  their  delivery  :  in  fociety,  and  the  magnitude  of 
$hey  are  placed  in  a  ftrong  clofet,  the  fum  embezzled;  though  every 
(hut  under  three  keys,  and  two  of  one  muft  regret  the  caufe  of  it, 
the  keys  are  kept  by  the  directors,  and  the  eftefl  upon  fociety,  yet  it 
Conformably  to  this  praflice,  on  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  court 
the  26th  day  of  February  laft,  to  determine  according  to  the 
there  were  transferred  from  the  regular,  ordinary,  and  conftant 
cuftody  oi  Mr.  Aftlett,  the  cafhier,  courfe  of  the  adminiftralion  of 
to  the  pariour,  one  bundle  of  juftice.  It  was  certainly  clear 

Exchequer  bills,  to  the  value  the  prefent  indiflment  was  not  to 
pf  -  -  £•  100,000  be  maintained,  as  the  charge 

Another,  value  2005000  therein  alledged  could  not  be 

A  third  -  400,000— 7 goo  proved.  The  late  of  parlia¬ 

ment 
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fnent  had  recognized  the  invalidity  chairman  of  the  court  of  dire&ors 
of  the  bills  which  the  prifoner  enu  to  ftate  the  lofs  which  the  com- 
bezzled.  _  pany  had  fuftained  by  Mr.  Aftlett. 

The  other  Judges  concurred  in  The  a&ual  lofs  he  ftated  at  about 


opinion,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
direfled  the  jury  to  acquit  the  pri¬ 
foner.  He  was  accordingly  found 
Not  guilty, 

Mr.  Garrow  applied  to  the  court 
to  detain  him  in  cuftody  ;  it  being 
the  intent  on  of  the  bank  directors 
to  ilfue  a  civil  procefs  againft  him 
for  ioo,oooh  and  upwards,  the 
monies  paid  for  the  bills,  which 
he  had  converted  to  his  own  ufe. 

The  prifoner  was  drefled  in  a 
lightifh  brown  ceat,  his  hair  full 
powdered.  He  appeared  quite 
collected,  but  held  his  head  down ; 
never  once  looking  up,  except  when 
the  application  was  made  to  keep 
him  in  cuftody,  when  he  exprefted 
fymptoms  of  great  furprize,  and 
looked  very  ftedfaftly  at  the  court. 

The  total  defalcation  of  Aftlett, 
by  exchequer  bills  purloined  from 
the  bank,  amounted  to  322,000!; 
of  which  191,000.  that  had  been 
pawned,  was  redeemed  for  7o,oooI. 
So  profperous  are  the  affairs  of 
the  bank,  that  there  will  be  no 
reduction  in  the  dividends  on  the 
bank  flock. 

1  At  3’o  clock  this  after- 
*  noon,  an  alarming  fire  broke 
out  in  the  lantern  over  the  choir 
of  Weftminfter  Abbey ;  which 
threatened  deftruHion  to  the  whole 
of  the  venerable  fabric  ;  but  which 
was  happily  extinguifhed  with 
much  lefs  damage  than  might  have 
been  expelled. 

i4.th  ^  half  LearIy  general 
'  court  of  the  proprietors  of 
bank  ftock  was  this  day  held  at  the 
ban,k,  for  the  purpofe  of  declaring 
a  dividend.  In  the  courfe  of  doing 
this,  it  became  neceffary  for  the 


320,000k  about  78,000.  had  been 
employed  in  fources  from  which 
the  dire&ors  think  they  will  be 
able  to  recover,  and  they  are  de¬ 
termined  to  profecute  to  that  effeH. 
On  the  part  of  the  directors  it 
was  ftated,  that  the  lofs  by  Mr. 
Aftlett  would  make  no  alteration 
in  the  dividends.  That  lofs  a- 
mounted  to  nearly  the  entire  divi¬ 
dends  of  the  half  year;  but  the 
affairs  of  the  company  were  in  f#> 
profperous  a  ftate,  that  they  would 
be  able  to  divide  as  ufual.  The 
chairman  then  proceeded  to  explain, 
that  the  court  of  directors  were 
not  to  blame  for  the  mal-praflices 
of  Mr.  Aftlett,  who  had  fucceeded 
in  making  away  with  the  effects 
of  the  bank,  by  interlining  fums, 
and  by  calling  out  falfe  fums  when 
the  property  was  regulated.  On 
this  fubjefl  a  very  detailed  and 
fatisfadtory  explanation  was  given, 
in  which  the  mode  of  doing  the 
bu  find's  was  fully  defer ibed.  The 
directors  too  relied  on  Mr.  Aftiett's 
character  and  long  fidelity.  Under 
ail  circumftances,  it  would  have 
required  a  fupernatural  power  tp 
have  at  firft  detected  him. 

A  remarkable  circum-  ^  , 
ftance  happened  in  Wychr  1 
ftreet,  oppofite  the  gate  of  the  New 
Inn.  About  10  this  morning,  a 
wroman,  decently  dreffed,  came  up 
to  a  man  palling  that  way,  and 
attempting  to  lay  hold  of  him  fell 
back  and  immediately  expired. 
On  being  f  arched,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  which  could  lead  to  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  her  name,  or  who  fhe 
was ;  for  though  fome  pawn¬ 
broker's  duplicates  were  found  in 
*  0  j  be  x 
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her  pocket,  the  articles  appeared 
to  have  been  pledged  under  fome 
other  names,  as  the  pawnbroker 
declared  he  was  unacquainted  with 
the  perfon  of  the  woman.  She 
was  conveyed  to  the  workhoufe, 
where  the  coroner’s  jury  fat  on 
Sunday  laft,  and  found  a  verdid, 
(t  Died  by  the  vifitation  of  God.” 
The  moll  extraordinary  part  of  the 
anecdote  is,  that  the  man  who  was 
fo  accofted  by  the  deceafed,  and 
who  appears  to  have  been  a  porter 
in  the  Brownlow-ftreet  lying-in 
hofpital,  as  foon  as  he  came  home, 
faid  he  had  received  a  (hock  from 
which  he  fhould  never  recover,  and 
died  in  the  eourfe  of  the  day. 

All  the  Paris  journals  have  given 
publicity  to  the  following  abfurd 
article  : — “  Some  ferious  disturb¬ 
ances  have  broken  out  at  London, 
occafioned  by  the  affembling  of 
crowds  of  the  populace  on  Black- 
friars  bridge,  in  Whitechapel,  and 
at  the  entrance  of  Catherine-ftreet, 
Jin  the  Strand.  They  made  large 
bonfires,  for  the  purpofe  of  burn¬ 
ing  Mr.  Addington  in  effigy,  of 
whom  they  had  procured  a  ftriking 
likenefs.  From  his  mouth  was 
Tufpended  a  label,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  words  in  capital  letters : 
*(  Give,  give,  give.”  The  {in¬ 
sularity  and  hardihood  of  this 
proceeding,  drew  together  a  pro¬ 
digious  crowd.  The  magiftrates 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  difperfe  the 
multitude,  and  ran  the  rilk  of  per- 
fonal  injury ;  but  the  arrival  of 
fome  light  horfe  relieved  them  from 
their  embarraffment.  The  captain 
of  the  detachment  endeavoured  to 
feize  the  effigy,  by  darting  through 
the  mob,  and  into  the  fire ;  but 
fcarcely  had*  he  touched  it,  when 
the  cords  being  confumed,  it  fell 
into  the  blaze,  while  the  efforts  of 


the  officer  to  recover  it,  made 
him  alfo  fall  into  the  midft  of  the 
fire,  whence  he  was  taken,  after 
being  burnt  to  death,  amid  the 
acclamations  of  the  people.  As 
Catherine-ftreet  is  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  journalifts  devoted  to  the 
war  faction,  the  populace,  taking 
advantage  of  their  ftrength,  at¬ 
tacked  the  different  news-paper 
offices,  broke  the  windows,  and 
would  have  feized  the  proprietors 
and  editors,  if  the  armed  force 
had  ,not  interfered  and  difperfed 
them !  ! ! 

A  heavy  Form  of  rain  ^ 
and  hail,  accompanied  with 
loud  peals  of  thunder  and  light¬ 
ning,  paffed  over  the  town  of 
Leicefter  and  neighbourhood,  and 
did  confiderable  damage.  Many 
windows  were  broken  by  the  hail, 
(which  appeared  like  large  pieces 
of  ice,  of  all  fhapes  and  great 
fize  ;)  the  foliage  was  cut  from  the 
trees  in  many  places,  and  the  corn 
much  beat  down.  A  ball  of  fire 
ftruck  the  chimney  of  Mr.  Kinton, 
of  Rothley,  and  rent  it  afunder ; 
part  went  into  the  kitchen,  and 
the  other  part  into  a  room  over  it : 
a  pan  over  the  fire  was  forced  into 
the  middle  of  the  kitchen,  and 
Mr.  Kinton,  who  was  near,  had 
his  fhee  dripped  off  one  of  his 
feet,  without  fuftaining  much  in¬ 
jury  ;  the  wafh -board  was  torn 
up,  and  driven  to  the  other  end  of 
the  houfe  ;  a  Swithland  Bate  chim¬ 
ney  piece  in  the  upper  room  was 
dalhed  to  pieces,  and  part  forced 
through  the  head  of  the  bed :  the 
draw  which  had  been  put  into  the 
chimney  was  driven  near  to  the 
bed,  and  had  taken  fire,  but  was 
fortunately  difeovered  in  time  to 
prevent  further  nvifehief ;  very  pro¬ 
videntially  the  windows  and  doors 

were 
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were  open,  or  the  ft  rung  fmell  of 
fulphor  left  in  every  part  of  the 
houfe  might  have  proved  fatal  to 
the  family.  Mr.  John  Murdock, 
farmer  at  Liddington,  Rutland, 
hoeing  turnips  in  the  field,  was 
killed  by  the  lightning.  A  capital 
cow,  in  a  clofe  adjoining  the 
village  of  Morcot,  the  property  of 
John  Clarke,  Efq;  was  alfo  killed 
by  the  lightning  ;  and  a  barn  at 
Littleworth-drove,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Godly,  fet  on  lire  and  entirely 
c©i*ifumed.  The  cow  was  found 
dead  under  a  large  afh  tree,  which 
was  fhivered  in  a  remarkable  way, 
nearlj'-  from  top  to  bottom,  and 
almoft  the  whole  of  the  bark 
forced  off. 

2  .  t  The  foreft  of  Cubrofs  was 
3  '  this  day  accidentally  fet  on 

fire,  by  which  an  extenfive  range 
of  trees  have  been  burnt  down, 
and  many  others  damaged.  The 
fire  commenced  about  eight  in  the 
morning,  pretty  far  weft,  and  was 
occafioned  by  the  burning  of  feme 
whims  at  a  place  called  Keir.  The 
wind  being  fouth-weft,  it  took 
its  direftion  to  the  north-eaft ;  and 
at  one  time  burned  with  fuch 
fiercenefs,  as  to  give  reafon  to 
apprehend,  the  whole  foreft  would 
have  been  confumed:  it,  however, 
abated  in  the  afternoon,  and  ter¬ 
minated  in  the  evening. 

r  i  The  iron  railway  from 

2  °*  Wandfworth  to  Croydon 

was  opened  to  the  public  for  the 
conveyance  of  goods.  The  com¬ 
mittee  went  up  in  waggons  drawn 
by  one  horfe ;  and,  to  fhew  how 
motion  is  facilitated  by  this  in¬ 
genious  and  yet  fimple  contrivance, 
a  gentleman,  with  two  companions, 
drove  up  the  railway,  in  a  machine 
of  his  own  invention,  without 
horfes,  at  the  rate  of  1 5  miles  per 
hour* 


A  meeting  of  the  free-  ? 
holders  of,  Middlefex  was  9 
held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  to  commemorate  the  an- 
niverfary  of  the  return  of  its 
prefent  members  for  the  county. 
The  meeting  confifted  of  at  leaffe 
300  freeholders,  Mr.  Townfhend 
in  the  chair.  After  fome  popular 
toads  were  given,  Mr.  Byng  ad~ 
dreded  the  meeting  in  a  very  ex¬ 
cellent  fpeech.  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
like  wife  addreffed  the  meeting,  in 
a  fpeech  which  has  been  thought 
very  ill-timed,  at  the  prefent 
crifis ;  for  among  other  things  he 
faid, — i{  I  have  no  hefitation  in 
declaring,  that  in  the  prefent  fitu- 
atlon  of  the  country,  viewing  the 
conduft  of  minifters  in  the  light  I 
do,  I  think  it  impoftible  for  any 
honeft  man  to  come  forward  an 
their  defence,  or  be  judified  ia 
lending  an  abiding  arm  in  defence 
of  their  country.  If  your  govern¬ 
ment  want  failors  to  perform  a  par¬ 
ticular  aft,  though  on  mod  occa-' 
dons  tardy  judice  they  do  them, 
yet  they  hold  out  fomething  to 
amufe  them,  either  the  profpeft  of 
a  more  equal  didribution  of  prize- 
money,  or  fome  other  objeft.  But 
when  the  men  who  furnifh  the 
means  of  remunerating  the  failors 
are  called  upon  to  facrifice  their  all 
in  defence  of  the  government,  no 
profpeft  is  afforded  of  any  future 
relief  after  the  contcft  fhall  be 
terminated,  I  have  one  fhort 
means  of  defence  to  propofe, 
namely,  to  untread  thofe  deps 
which  have  been  taken,  undo  the 
afts  which  have  undone  England  | 
redore  to  them  the  laws  of  the 
land  ;  give  them  their  rights  and 
liberties ;  let  minifters  do  that,  and 
there  will  be  no  occafion  to  force 
Englifhmen  into  the  ranks  to  fight 
againft  a  foreign  people.” 

*  C  4  v  AUGUST 
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3  A  meeting  of  the  free- 

urn  O 

*  holders  was  converted  at  the 
Mermaid,  Hackney,  to  confider  or 
an  add  refs  to  his  Majefty  on  the 
flute  of  affairs.  Sheriff  Welfh  took 
the  chair,  and  Alderman  Skinner 
addreffed  the  audience  in  an  appro¬ 
priate  fpeech,  illuffrative  of  the 
objedl  of  the  meeting :  in  the 
ceurfe  of  which  he  obferved,  that 
whatever  little  differences  might 
prevail  about  internal  matters,  he 
trufted  all  would  join  in  one  fen- 
timent  againft  the  common  enemy. 
Mr.  Travers  prcpofed  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  in  the  addrefs,  that  inftead 
of  et  our  deftruclive  enemy/’  the 
words  fliould  be  cur  daring  ene¬ 
my,  whofe  infatiable  ambition  no¬ 
thing  ftiort  of  cur  deftruftion  could 
gratify.”  A  fKout  of  applaufe 
followed,  and  the  amendment  was 
tmanimcufly  adopted.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  entered,  and  was  received 
with  murmurs  and  other  fens  of 
disapprobation.  Alderman  Curtis 
requefted  an  explanation  of  the 
Baronet  relative  to  his  condud  at 
a  late  meeting ;  where  he,  Sir 
Francis,  was  charged  to  have  in¬ 
troduced  fentiments  highly  out  of 
feafon  ;  the  purport  of  which  were, 
that  if  we  meant  effediually  to 
re  lift  the  foe,  it  fhould  be  done  by 
reft  Or  in  g  to  the  people  their  rights, 
^c.  Sir  F.  Burdett  then  rofe, 
and  declared  that  the  ftaterhent  of 
his  fpeech  which  had  appeared  in 
a  certain  print  was  an  infamous 
libel ;  denied  that  he  had  ever  faid 
the  people  ought  not  to  defend  the 
country,  or  that  he  had  excited 
the  fleet  to  mutiny;  but  admitted 
he  had  faid  that  the  bed  mode  of 
providing  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  was,  to  give  the  people 


their  juft  rights  at  home,  Thelaft 
miniftry  had  fo  accuftomed  the 
people,  by  repeated  infringements 
on  their  rights,  to  a  yoke  at  home, 
as  had  broken  the  fpirit  of  Englifh- 
men,  and  prepared  them  for  the 
reception  of  a  foreign  yoke.  (Loud 
hiffes.)  Sir  W.  Curtis  obferved, 
that  the  worthy  Baronet  had  by 
no  means  juftified  himfelf.  It  wa§ 
not  true  that  failors  were  in¬ 
fluenced  to  perform  their  duty  in 
confequence  of  boons.  He  himfelf 
was  not  aware  that  any  boon  had 
ever  been  offered,  except  what 
they,  as  failors,  were  entitled  to, 
fuch  as  their  pay  and  clothing,  and 
other  things  of  the  fame  nature. 
Fie  was  certainly  very  forry  for 
the  eondudt  of  the  Hon.  Baronet ; 
and  muft  now  move,  i(  that  the 
Sheriffs,  in  prefenting  the  addrefs, 
be  accompanied  by  Mr.  Byng 
only  ;  which  was  carried  nem .  con. 

Ncvar.  Yefterday  the  , 
lady  of  Sir  Hugh  Munro,  ^  ** 
of  Fowlis,  went  to  her  ufual 
place,  in  the  Bay  of  Cromarty,  to 
bathe,  taking  three  of  her  fervant 
maids  along  with  her;  and,  as  was 
always  her  practice,  a  fervant  was 
placed  at  a  confiderable  diftance  to 
prevent  any  perfon  from  palling 
that  way  while  ihe  was  bathing. 
Mr.  Findlater,  a  merchant,  coming 
near  where  the  fervant  was  placed, 
was  alarmed  by  loud  cries  and 
fhrieks,  and  infilled  on  going  for¬ 
ward  to  fee  what  was  the  caufe, 
but  the  fervant  prevented  him,  fay¬ 
ing  he  had  orders  to  flop  any  per- 
fon  going  that  way,  and  that  the 
cries  were  only  occafioned  by  his 
lady  and  the  maids  ducking.  Mr* 
F.  however,  not  being  fatisfied 
with  this,  perfifted  in  his  determi¬ 
nation,  and  inftantly  getting  into 
a  boat9  made  for  the  place,  which 
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lie  had  no  fooner  reached,  than  he 
faw  the  four  bodies  floating  on  the 
water.  He  foon  got  them  into  the 
boat,  and  made  for  the  fhore.  One 
of  the  fervants  revived  when  in  the 
boat.  Medical  afliftance  was  im¬ 
mediately  procured  for  the  lady  and 
the  other  two  fervants ;  but,  though 
every  effort  was  made  to  recover 
them,  all  proved  ineffectual.  It  is 
fuppofed  that  fome  of  them  had 
gone  beyond  their  depth,  and  the 
others  in  attempting  to  fave  them 
fhared  their  fate.  But  no  pofitive 
information  has  yet  been  obtained 
from  the  furvivor. 

.  This  day  the  notorious 
1 5 1 Hatfield  was  tried  on  a 
charge  of  forgery,  and  convicted, 
at  the  Carlifle  aflizes.  On  being 
called  on  for  his  defence,  the  pri- 
foner  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  jury. 
He  faid,  he  felt  fome  degree  of  fa- 
tisfaCtion  in  being  able  to  have  his 
fufferings  terminated,  as  they  of 
courfe  muft  be,  by  their  verdiCt. 
Tor  the  fpace  of  nine  months  he 
had  been  dragged  from  prifon  to 
prifon,  and  torn  from  place  to  place, 
fubjeCt  to  all  the  mifreprefentations 
of  calumny.  (s  Whatever  will  be 
my  fate,3’  faid  he,  ff  I  am  content ; 
it  is  the  award  of  juftice,  impar¬ 
tially  adminiftered ;  but  I  will  fo- 
lemnly  declare,  that  in  all  my 
tranfaCtions,  I  never  intended  to 
defraud  or  injure  the  perfons  whofe 
names  have  appeared  in  the  profe- 
cutions.  This  I  will  maintain  to 
the  iaft  of  my  life.3 3  The  jury, 
notwithftanding  the  plaufible  de¬ 
fence  of  the  prifoner,  found  him 
guilty  on  two  indictments. — At 
eight  on  Tuefday  morning,  the 
prifoker  was  brought  up  to  receive 
judgment;  when  Baron  Thompfon, 
after  bcfeeching  him  to  employ  the 
remaining  part  of  his  time  for  eter¬ 


nity,  and  hoping  that  he  would 
find  mercy  at  the  hour  of  death, 
and  day  of  judgment,  pronounced 
fentence  of  death  in  the  ufual  form. 
— The  prifoner  heard  it  with  firm- 
nefs,  bowed  refpeClfully,  and  was 
taken  away  from  the  dock,  and 
thence  to  the  gaol.  From  the  evi¬ 
dence  which  tranfpired  on  the  tria! 
it  appears  that  Hatfield  is  of  a  re- 
fpe&able  family.  He  is  a  man  of 
much  addrefs,  and  formerly  himfelf 
kept  his  carriage  in  Devonfhires 
his  motives  for  the  extraordinary* 

o' 

career  he  has  lately  run  are  rather 
veiled  in  myftery,  and  will  moft 
likely  remain  fo,  as  no  hopes  of 
pardon  were  held  out  to  him  on  his 
condemnation;  and  he  has  fmee, 
we  find,  been  ordered  for  execution 
on  Saturday  the  3d  of  September, 

A  fire  broke  out  at  Chum- 
leigh,  a  market  town  in  De-  1  ^  3 

vonfhire,  twenty-two  miles  from 
Exeter,  on  the  road  to  Barnftaple„ 
Biddeford,  and  Torrington.  It 
began  at  Mr.  Ford’s,  foap.  boiler, 
and  extended  to  the  whole  neiglu 
bourhood,  the  premifes  being  moftly 
thatched.  It  raged  for  about  fe vent 
hours,  and  deftroyed  100  houfes ; 
near  three-fourths  of  the  town. 
No  lives  were  loft;  but  little  pro¬ 
perty  was  faved.  The  damage  is 
eftimated  at  upwards  of  2£,oocl.  j 
and  a  fubfeription  is  opened  for  the 
relief  of  the  fufferers. 

Die©. — At  Bourdeaux,  the  no™ 
torious  Napper  Tandy. 

At  Aberdeen,  in  his  68  th  year, 
James  Beattie,  LL.  D.  F.  R,  S„ 
Edinburgh,  one  of  the  profeffors  o£ 
moral  philofophy  and  logic  in  the 
Marifchal  college,  and  member  of 
feveral  philofophicalfocieties.  This 
very  diftinguilhed  writer  was  bom 
in  the  county  of  Kincardine;  ftu- 
died  at  Aberdeen,  and  became  & 

jfchopU 


S6*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1303. 


fchoolmafter,  firft  at  Alloa,  in  Fife, 
and  afterwards  in  his  native  pro¬ 
vince.  Thence  he  went  to  Aber¬ 
deen,  to  affift  as  ufher  in  the  gram- 
mar-fchool  of  that  place,  and,  while 
in  that  fituation,  wrote  his  cele¬ 
brated  “  Minftrel,”  and  married 
the  daughter  of  the  fchoolmafter. 
He  had  before  publifhed,  1761,  an 
odavo  volume  of  original  poems 
and  tranflations,  reprinted  in  duo¬ 
decimo ;  and,  in  1766,  “  The 
Judgment  of  Paris,  a  poem,”  in 
4 to.  The  firft  book  of  u  The 
Minftrel' ’  was  publifhed  in  1770, 
and  the  fecond  in  1774.  The  ele¬ 
gance  and  feeling  which  charac¬ 
terize  this  poem,  derived  from  Dr. 
Percy’s  Effay  on  the  Englifh  Minf- 
trels,  prefixed  to  the  firft  volume 
©fhis  ((  Reliques  of  Ancient  Poe¬ 
try,”  and  written  in  imitation  of 
Spenfer,  have  been  generally  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  it  was  never  finifhed. 
in  his  odes  and  elegies  he  took  Gray 
for  his  model.  His  beautiful  fong 
called  “  The  Hermit,”  2nd  other 
poems,  have  alfo  obtained  him  dif- 
tinguifhed  applaufe.  Mr.  Hume 
having  feverely  criticized  his  po¬ 
ems,  he  determined  to  feek  his  re¬ 
venge  in  the  character  of  a  Chrif- 
tian  philofopher,  who  had  pene¬ 
trated  the  fophiftry,  and  was  deeply 
alarmed  at  the  confequences  of  his 
reafonings.  His  ((  Effay  on  the 
Immutability  of  Truth,  in  Oppo- 
lition  to  Sophiftry  and  Scepticifm, 
1777,”  4to,  conciliated  to  him  the 
friendfhip  of  Dr.  Gregory,  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  of  Lord  Lyttleton,  Bp. 
Hurd,  and  particularly  of  Bp.  Por- 
feus.  He  was  alfo  honoured  with 
the  efteem  of  the  late  Lord  Manf- 
field,  of  whom  he  has  been  heard 
to  declare,  that  he  never  converfed 
With  any  perfen  who  had  ooiiceived 


fuch  clear  and  juft  ideas  of  his  phL 
lofophy.’’  He  was  promoted  to  2 
prolefforfhip  in  Marifchal  college 
through  the  favour  of  the  noble  fa¬ 
mily  oi'  Errol.  Not  being  in  holy 
orders,  he  was  recommended  to  His 
Majefty  for  a  penfion,  which  he 
obtained  and  held  for  many  years. 

The  approbation  of  the  great 
characters  above-mentioned,  is  a 
Efficient  teftimony  in  favour  of  the 
Effay  on  Truth.  Plis  manner  of 
treating  the  fceptics  of  the  day, 
efpecially  Mr.  Hume,  gave  great 
offence  to  many  readers ;  and  his 
work  was  anfwered  by  Dr.  Prieft- 
ley  :  but,  from  the  clergy  in  gene¬ 
ral,  it  received  the  moft  decifive 
approbation;  and  they  juftly  efti- 
mated  the  merit  of  a  writer  who, 
on  this  oceafion,  appeared  an  anx¬ 
ious  promoter  of  the  belt  interefts 
of  mankind,  a  judicious  philofo¬ 
pher,  and  a  pertinent  and  captiva¬ 
ting  reafoner.  The  quarto  volume 
of  “  Eft-ays”  was  publifhed  in  that 
form  at  the  defire  of  many  of  the 
dodor’s  friends,  and  contains  a  re¬ 
publication  of  the  “  Effay  on 
Truth,”  with  the  addition  of  the 
other  ingenious  “  Effays  on  Poe¬ 
try  and  Mufic,  as  they  affed  the 
Mind,  on  Laughter,  and  ludicrous 
Compofition,  and  on  the  Utility 
of  Clafiical  Learning,”  which  were 
not  originally  defigned  for  the  prefs, 
but  which  fome  of  thofe  friends 
had  feen  and  deftred  to  poffefs ;  and 
the  fuffrage  of  the  world  at  large 
has  borne  teftimony  to  their  tafte. 
The  t(  Differtations,  moral  and  cri¬ 
tical,  1783,”  one  volume  8vo, 
were  part  of  a  courfe  of  ledures 
read  to  a  young  gentleman  whom 
it  was  the  author’s  bufinefs  to  ini¬ 
tiate  in  moral  fcience.  The  fub- 
jeds  are,  Memory  and  Imagination, 
Dreaming,  the  Theory  of  Lan- 
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gnage,  Fable  and  Romance,  the 
Attachments  of  Kindred,  and  Iiluf- 
t rations  on  Sublimity,  They  a- 
bound  with  criticifms,  both  on 
books  and  men,  are  enlivened  by 
many  pfeafmg  images  and  fcenes, 
as  well  as  anecdotes,  and  are  writ¬ 
ten  in  a  ftyle  unaffected,  fimple, 
and  perfpictious.  Virtue  is  recom¬ 
mended,  not  in  the  dry  and  unin- 
terefting  manner  of  didadtic  fyflem, 
bat  as  fhe  appears  in  human  form, 
in  all  the  glowing  colours  of  every 
amiable  and  heroic  affeftion  and 
paffion.  Such  views  of  nature  are 
exhibited  as  amtife  and  elevate  the 
fancy,  and  fuch  plain  and  practical 
truths  as  ferve  to  direfl  the  con- 
duft  of  life.  The  u  Evidences  of 
the  Chrifiian  Religion,  briefly  and 
plainly  hated,  178 6,”  2  vols.  fmall 
Svo,  were  Graven  up  at  the  parti¬ 
cular  requeft  of  the  prefent  Bifhop 
of  London.  e(  Elements  of  Moral 
Science,5’  2  vols.  8vo.  I.  -1790, 
II.  1793,  confift  of  the  effence  or 
fubfiance  of  a  feries  of  lectures  de¬ 
livered  in  the  duty  of  his  profeffor- 
Ship,  comprifmg  metaphyfics,  rhe¬ 
toric,  politics,  and  natural  reli¬ 
gion,  as  well  as  moral  philofophy, 
firidtly  fo  called,  and  difplay  good 
fenfe,  extenfive  knowledge,  and 
able  reafoning.  Dr.  Beattie  expe¬ 
rienced  a  fevere  calamity  in  the 
death  of  his  fon,  a  youth  of  bril¬ 
liant  talents  and  promifing  genius, 
March  14,  1796.  The  dodtor 

printed  fome  Memoirs  of  his  Life, 
to  diftribute  among  his  numerous 
acquaintance,  and  not  for  general 
eirculation. 


SEPTEMBER. 

^  About  half  pair  two  this 
morning,  a  dreadful  fire 


broke  out  at  Afiley’s  Amphitheatre, 
in  confequence  of  the  negligence  of 
fome 'of  the  perfons  whofe  duty  it 
was  to  fee  the  lights  carefully  ex- 
tinguifhed.  The  accident  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  repertories  of  the 
machinery  and  combuftioles  for  the 
fire-works;  and  the  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  inflammable  materials  canK 
ed  the  flames  to  rage  with  fuch  in¬ 
credible  fury,  that  every  effort  to 
preferve  the  building  was  ufelefs* 
Confternation  pervaded  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  adjoining  houfes, 
called  Amphitheatre- row,  the  back 
parts  of  which  almoft  touch  the 
theatre ;  the  wretched  inhabitants 
were  fee.n  running  to  and  fro,  nearly 
naked,  throwing  their  goods  out 
of  the  windows,  and  encreafing  the 
horror  of  the  feene  by  fereams  and 
fit  ticks.  The  fame  feene  of  mifery 
and  diftrefs  occurred  in  Phcenix- 
ftreet,  which  rims  parallel  with 
Amphitheatre-row.  In  the  latter, 
the  definition  proved  fatal,  nearly 
twenty  houfes  having  been  con- 
fumed  in  that  ftreet  alone;  and  the 
inhabitants  being  all  poor,  and 
chiefly  indufirious  mechanics,  their 
difirefs  may  be  marc  ealily  con¬ 
ceived  than  deferibed.  The  mod: 
melancholy  part  of  the  accident  is 
the  lofs  of  Mrs.  Woodham.  The 
total  number  of  houfes  deftroyed, 
is  nearly  forty.  A  number  of 
wretches  plundered  the  unfortunate 
fufferers,  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  military. — The  Royal  Amphi¬ 
theatre  and  fiabling,  with  the  fee- 
nery,  wardrobe,  properties,  mufic, 
&c.  eoft  Mefirs.  Aftley  30,0001. 
and  were  infured  only  for  1700L 
in  the  Phoenix  office.  All  the  horfes 
are  faved. 

This  day  the  notorious 
Hatfield  prepared  with  great 
fortitude  for  hi.*  execution.  After 

praying 
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praying  for  feme  time  in  the  prifon 
with  two  clergymen,  he  was  con¬ 
veyed  in  a  poft-chaife  to  the  place 
of  execution.  When  he  came  in 
light  of  the  tree,  he  faid,  O !  a 
happy  fight ;  I  fee  it  with  plea- 
fure.”  Then  he  deiired  the  exe¬ 
cutioner  to  be  as  expert  as  poftible, 
and  that  he  would  wave  an  hand¬ 
kerchief  when  he  was  ready.  The 
hangman  then  having  fixed  the  rope, 
he  put  up  his  hand,  and  turned  it 
hirafelf.  He  alfo  tied  his  cap,  and 
took  his  handkerchief  from  his 
neck,  and  tied  it  about  his  head. 
At  four  o’clock  he  was  turned  off; 
and,  after  hanging  the  ufual  time, 
was  conveyed  to  St.  Mary’s  church¬ 
yard  for  interment. 

„  ,  A  man  who  fome  time 

8  ago  leaped  from  London, 
JBlackfriars,  and  Weftm.infter 
bridges,  into  the  Thames,  in  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  undertook  for 
a  wager  to  perform  the  fame  ex¬ 
ploit  again.  Having  leaped  from 
London  Bridge  into  the  water,  he 
funk  and  rofe  no  more,  and  thus 
became  a  vi&im  to  his  ill-applied 
courage.  When  the  body  was 
found,  it  appeared,  that  having 
gone  clown  with  his  arms  in  a  ho¬ 
rizontal,  inftead  of  a  perpendicular, 
politico,  they  were  both  diflocated 
by  the  force  of  the  water. 

i  Dublin .  Yefterday  even- 
*  *  ing,  between  fix  and  feven, 

Major  Sirr,  attended  by  Hanlon, 
the  keeper  of  the  Tower  in  the 
Caftle,  furprifed  an  offender,  againft 
whom  there  was  an  information  as 
an  infurgent,  in  a  carpenter’s  Ihop 
in  John-flreet,  in  the  liberty  where 
this  fellow  was  at  work.  The 
major,  on  entering  the  place  where 
two  others  were  alfo  employed, 
threatened  that,  if  any  Ihould  offer 
$efiftance,  he  would  fire ;  this  did 
% 


not  deter,  for  the  ruffian  whom  they 
wanted,  finding  himfelf  nearly  fe- 
cured,  fought  for  a  piftol  he  had ; 
on  doing  which.  Major  Sirr  flap¬ 
ped  his  at  him,  which  miffed  fire. 
Hanlon  immediately  went  to  feize 
the  fellow ;  but  before  he  could, 
the  latter  fired,  as  did  Hanlon  at 
the  fame  time,  but  he  was  unfor¬ 
tunately  killed,  and  the  aefperado 
only  {hot  in  the  left  hand,  where  a 
ball  lodged.  The  offender,  with 
the  two  other  perfons,  were  feized, 
and  lodged  in  the  caftle  guard- 
houfe  laff  night;  the  delinquent  is 
a  young  man  between  20  and  30 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  Moody  and  Mr.  ^ 
Parks,  two  midlhipmen  of 
the  Leyden,  lately  quarelled  flightly 
at  Sheernefs.  They  were,  by  their 
captain’s  interpofition,  mutually  re¬ 
conciled;  but,  within  lefs  than  half 
an  hour  after,  Mr.  Mocdy  taking 
up  a  piftol  in  the  cock-pit,  which 
he  fuppofed  not  to  have  been  load¬ 
ed,  fportively  levelled  it  at  Mr. 
Parks.  Mr.  Parks  funk  on  the  floor 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  foon 
after  expired. 

The  king’s  feorfes  from 
Hanover,  were  landed  at 
Perry’s  dock.  They  confift  of  nine 
black  ftallions,  eleven  black  mares, 
tv/ o  cream-coloured  ftallions,  and 
eight  mares ;  ten  white  ftallions, 
and  five  mares ;  five  moufe-ccloured 
ftallions,  and  one  mare;  and  two 
brown  mares;  in  all,  fifty-three. 
There  were  likewife  brought  with 
them  feveral  ftallions  and  mares 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Cam¬ 
bridge. — With  them  came  thirty 
grooms,  belonging  to  his  Majefty, 
from  Hanover;  alfo,  his  Majefty’s 
plate,  from  the  fame  place.  They 
were  fent  to  Cumberland  Lodge,  in 
Windfor  Great  Park. 


24th , 
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A  few  days  fince  a  very 
5&tL.  fer;ous  anc[  (hocking  acci¬ 
dent  happened  in  a  timber-yard 
near  the  Adelphi.  Two  men  were 
piling  timber;  and,  as  one  of  them 
was  walking  along  a  plank,  his 
foot  flipped:  he  was  precipitated 
down  to  the  ground,  and  inftantly 
expired.  The  man  who  was  pul¬ 
ling  the  timber  up  at  top  was  alfo 
precipitated  to  the  ground,  and  died 
the  next  day. 

By  the  upfetting  of  a  boat  at 
Ramfgate-pier,  laid  week,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  perfons  Were  loft  :  Mr. 
Charles  Iggulden,  fon  of  John  Ig- 
£iilden,  Efq, ;  Mr.  Durban,  chief 
clerk  to  Mr.  Iggulden ;  Mr.  Can- 
ney,  a  pilot ;  and  Mifs  Sharpe, 
daughter  of  Mr.  James  Sharpe, 
bookfeller ;  all  of  Deal.  Mrs. 
Durban,  wife  of  the  above  Mr. 
Durban,  and  one  of  the  party,  with 
her  face  downward,  and  apparently 
lifelefs,  was  picked  up,  and,  by 
timely  medical  affiftance,  reco¬ 
vered. 

Died. — Jofeph  Ritfcn,  Efq.  a 
conveyancer,  of  Gray's  Inn,  deputy 
high-bailiff  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
cafter,  and  a  man  of  information, 
but  more  to  be  commended  for  his 
acutenefs  than  for  his  good  breed¬ 
ing  or  candour.  His  firft  publi¬ 
cation  was  an  anonymous  quarto 
pamphlet,  of  t(  Ohfervations  on 
the  Three  Volumes  of  Warron’s 
Hiftory  of  Englifti  Poetry;11'  one 
of  the  moft  illiberal  productions  we 
ever  recolleft  to  have  feen.  He 
wrote,  alfo  anonymoufly,  three  fets 
of  remarks  on  the  Editors  of  Shakf- 
peare :  1.  on  Mr.  Steevens’s  edi¬ 
tion,  1778,  intituled,  i(  Remarks, 
critical  and  illuftrative,  on  the 
Text  and  Notes  of  the  iaft  Edition 
of  Shakfpeare,”  Svo;  2.  i(  The 
Ouip  modeft,”  &«,  on  Mr.  Reed’s 


republication  of  that  edition,  par¬ 
ticularly  illiberal;  3.  “  Curfory 
Criticifms,”  &c.  on  Mr.  Malone’s 
edition.  He  publilhed  a  feleft  col¬ 
lection  of  Englifti  Songs,  in  three 
vols.  Svo.  Ancient  Songs,  from 
the  time  of  Henry  III.  to  the  Re¬ 
volution,  8  vo.  A  volume  of  Pieces 
of  Ancient  Popular  Poetry,  Svo, 
(S  The  Englifti  Anthology/’  a  fe- 
leftion  of  poetry,  in  three  fmall 
oftavo  volumes.  (i  Robin  Hood 5 
a  Collection  of  all  the  ancient  Poems* 
Songs,  and  Ballads,  now  extant  re¬ 
lative  to  that  celebrated  Outlaw. 
To  which  are  added,  Hiftorical 
Anecdotes  of  his  Life,”  2  vols. 
Svo,  1795.  A  Collection  of  Scotch 
Songs,  with  the  genuine  Mafic, 

2  vols.  i2mo.  “  Biographia  Poe- 
tica  :  a  Catalogue  of  Englifh  Poets 
of  the  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  Four¬ 
teenth,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth 
Centuries ;  with  a  fhort  Account 
of  their  Works,  1801,”  1 2mo. 
He  put  his  name  to  “  Ancient 
Englifti  Metrical  Romances  ;  feleCi- 
ed  and  publifhed  by  Jofeph  Ritfon,** 

3  vols.  i2rno,  1802.  Thefe  two 
laft  publications  are  disfigured  by 
an  affedlation  of  fingularity  in  or¬ 
thography,  and  are,  perhaps,  the 
leaft  interefting  of  his  publications, 

f  Y 
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Charles  Jones,  Efq.  an  , 
officer  in  the  army,  and  Lieu-  * 
tenant  Beft,  of  the  48th  regiment, 
being  in  a  room  together  at  Ibbet- 
fon’s  Hotel,  Vere-ftreet,  and  pre¬ 
paring  to  fet  out  for  the  country, 
the  former  took  up  a  piftol,  to  fhew 
Mr.  Beft  how  he  would  ferve  a 
highwayman,  if  they  met  one  on 
their  intended  journey ;  when,  un. 

fortunately, 
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fortunately,  the  piftol  went  off,  and 
killed  Mr.  Beft .  Coroner’s  verdid, 
Accidental  Death . 

The  following  is  an  account  of 
the  diftances  from  the  principal 
enemy’s  ports,  to  thofe  of  England 
and  Ireland ;  from  Breft  to  Galway, 
1 8o  leagues ;  to  the  Shannon,  1 50  ; 
to  Bantry  Bay,  115;  to  Cork  and 
Kinfale,  .100;  to  Plymouth,  60; 
to  Torbay,  70;  Cherbourg  to 
Portfmouth,  26;  Havre  to  New- 
haven,  29  j  Abbeville  to  Peven- 
fey,  27 ;  Boulogne  to  Rye,  14; 
Calais  to  Dover,  7 ;  Dunkirk  to 
Deal  and  Margate,  14b ; '  Flufhing 
to  the  Nore,  35;  Helvoetfluys  to 
Harwich,  30;  Texel  to  Yar¬ 
mouth,  36. 

,  Murdered,  about  eight 
1 this  evening,  near  Throftle- 
neft-bridge,  on  the  Stratford  road, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Man- 
ehefter,  Mr.  James  Aldred,  a  re- 
fpedable  farmer  of  Urmfton.  Pie 
had  been  in  Manchefter  on  that 
day,  to  receive  a  large  Turn  of  mo¬ 
ney  (8ool.)  which,  fortunately  for 
Ms  family,  he  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  two  refpedable  attornies :  and 
it  is  feared  that  his  life  was  for¬ 
feited  to  his  incautioufly  and  im¬ 
prudently  mentioning  the  circum- 
fiance  of  his  having  fuch  a  fum  to 
receive,  in  the  prefence  of  the  un¬ 
known  monfter  -who  committed  the 
horrid  act.  The  deeeafed,  who 
was  upwards  of  72  years  of  age, 
was  fhot  through  the  heart,  and  a 
part  of  the  wadding  of  the  charge 
lodged  in  his  break and,  what  is 
very  extraordinary,  a  part  of  a 
pewter  fpoon  was  found  in  the  body, 
the  con  ten  ts  of  the  piftol.  He  was 
a  man  of  a  truly  good  and  bene¬ 
volent  difpofttion ;  he  had  not  more 
than  about  13  or  14  (hillings  in 


his  pocket,  of  which  he  was  plun¬ 
dered. 

Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Venice, 
dated  October  14. — (c  I  fend  you 
an  account  of  a  very  lingular  and 
extraordinary  aerial  voyage.  Count 
Francis  Zambeccari,  of  Bologna, 
Dr.  Grafietti,  of  Rome,  and  M. 
Pafqual,  of  Ancona,  had  prepared 
a  very  large  air-balloon,  which  on 
Friday,  the  7th  of  October,  they 
filled  in  the  city  of  Bologna.  The 
filling  proceeded  very  (lowly  ;  it 
was  not  full  till  about  midnight, 
and  the  above-mentioned  gentle¬ 
men  propofed  to  defer  their  afcent  , 
till  the  next  day ;  but  the  impa¬ 
tience  and  clamour  of  the  people 
of  Bologna  obliged  them  to  afcend 
about  three  quarters  after  midnight* 
They,  however,  refelved  to  come 
down  again  as  foon  as  poftible. 
The  balloon  being  fet  at  liberty, 
rofe  with  prodigious  velocity,  and 
foon  attained  fuch  a  height,  that 
Count  Zambeccari  and  Dodor 
Grafietti,  benumbed  with  cold, 
which  at  the  firft  produced  an  in¬ 
clination  to  vomit,  fank  into  a 
kind  of  infenfibility  and  a  deep 
keep. 

<f  M.  Pafqual,  who  alone  was 
awake,  and  in  poffefiion  of  his  fenfes, 
could  not  afcertain  the  height  to 
which  they  had  afcended  by  the 
barometer,  becaufe  the  wax-light 
they  had  carried  with  them  in  a 
lantern  was  gone  out.  About  half 
after  two  in  the  morning,  the  bal¬ 
loon  began  to  defcend,  and  M.  Paf¬ 
qual  diftindly  heard  the  daftiing 
of  the  waves  of  the  Adriatic  Sea 
on  the  coaft  of  Romagna.  He 
then  awakened  his  companions,  and 
endeavoured  to  procure  a  light  by 
means  of  phofphoric  matches,  but 
did  not  fucceed:  he  at  length  ob¬ 
tained 
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tamed  one  by  uflng  tinder  in  the 
common  manner.  Soon  after  the 
balloon,,  with  the  car  that  was  faf- 
tened  to  it,  fell  into  the  Adriatic 
Sea,  and  with  fo  much  force,  that 
the  water  dafhed  over  them  above 
the  height  of  a  man.  The  Aero¬ 
nauts,  drenched  with  fea- water, 
benumbed  with  cold,  and  in  fear  of 
immediate  deftruftion,  threw  out 
a  bag  of  farid,  all  their  inft rumen ts, 
and  every  thing  they  had  with 
them ;  after  which,  the  balloon  rofe 
a  fecond  time  with  extreme  rapi¬ 
dity.  They  pa  fled  through  three 
ranges  of  clouds  one  above  the 
other;  their  clothes  were  covered 
with  a  hoar  frofl  ;  and,  on  account 
of  the  rarity  of  the  air  in  which 
they  were  when  they  had  afcended 
above  the  clouds,  they  could  fcarcely 
hear  each  other  fpeak.  The  moon 
ftione  on  the  clouds  below  them, 
and  appeared  of  a  blood-red  co¬ 
lour.  Some  time  after  three,  the 
balloon  again  defcended,  though 
very  flowly,  and  a  brilk  fouth-weft 
wind  drove  it  over  the  Adriatic 
Sea  towards  the  coaft  of  Iftria. 
The  car  frequently  touched  the 
water,  and  for  five  hours  the  ad¬ 
venturers  were  in  momentary  dan¬ 
ger  of  death.  At  length,  on  Sa¬ 
turday  morning,  about  eight 
o’clock,  they  were  taken  up,  and 
xefcued  from  the  perilous  fltua- 
tion  in  which  they  were,  by  the 
manz.eira  (a  kind  of  large  bark)  of 
Antony  Bazol,  about  ten  Italian 
miles  from  the  harbour  of  Veruda, 
m  Iflria.  The  balloon  being  given 
to  the  wind,  flew  over  the  moun¬ 
tain  Oflero,  and  probably  went  into 
Dalmatia.  The  Aeronauts  came 
in  the  fame  (hip,  with  their  hands 
and  feet  entirely  benumbed  with 
cold,  to  Pola,  a  port  in  Iftria, 
where  they  remained  four  days  t© 


recover  from  their  fatigues.  To¬ 
day,  about  eight  in  the  morning* 
they  arrived  in  Venice,  and  gave 
the  above  account  of  their  adven¬ 
tures.  Their  aerial  voyage  from 
the  coaft  of  Romagna  to  Iftria,  it, 
a  diftance  of  twenty  German  miles 
(about  120  Engliih.)  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  brave  feaman  Antony" 
Bazol,  who  very  ably  fteered  his 
fh ip  to  fave  them,  they  would,  no 
doubt,  have  been  buried  in  the 
waves.  They  were  received  here 
with  the  utmoft  hofpitality,  and  do 
not  appear  to  have  any  deft  re  to 
make  another  aerial  excurfion  at 
midnight.  ” 

The  rebel  general,  Ruflel,  , 

was  tried  at  Carrickfergus,  *9V  * 
and,  after  a  trial  which  lafted  from 
ten  in  the  morning  till  half  pall 
eight  in  the  evening,  conv idled  of 
High  Treafon,  and  executed  on 
Friday  following. 

This  day  being  appointed  for 
a  General  Faft,  was  obferved  with 
the  utmoft  decorum  in  this  great 
metropolis.  The  (hops  and  all  the 
public  offices  were  Ihut,  and  the 
interior  of  every  houfe  wore  the 
appearance  of  Sunday.  The  volun¬ 
teer  corps  of  London  and  Weft, 
minfter,  and  their  environs,  aflern- 
bled  at  an  early  hour,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  their  feveral  places  of 
worfhip,  where  they  received  the 
inftrudlion  of  appropriate  fermons  ; 
and  the  clergy  difplayed,  upon  the 
occafion,  a  itioft  laudable  zeal  to 
ftrengthen  and  improve  thofe  gener¬ 
ous  and  manly  fentiments  with 
which  their  audiences  were  infpir- 
ed.— At  half  paft  ten,  St.  Paul’s 
cathedral  was  furrounded  with  fpec- 
tators;  and  before  eleven  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  other  city 
officers,  with  their  different  infig. 
nia,  attended  divine  worfliip.  To 
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this  cathedral  alfo  repaired  the 
Hon.  Artillery  Company,  com. 
mandedby  Alderman  Le  Mefurier, 
and  confifting  of  upwards  of  ioco; 
the  two  troops  of  Loyal  London 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col.  An- 
derton,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Row- 
croft,  their  major;  and  the  3d  re¬ 
giment  of  Loyal  London  Volun,. 
teers,  commanded  by  John  Pooly 
Kenfington,  Efq.  accompanied  by 
the  Rev.  Henry  Budd,  Chaplain  to 
the  Corps,  who  muttered  at  their 
head-quarters,  in  Bridewell-yard. 
At  ten  they  marched  for  St.  Paul’s, 
accompanied  by  their  band,  in  a 
mod  fuperb  new  uniform ;  the  bandy 
tinder  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hyde, 
playing  the  Duke  of  York’s  inarch. 
The  ftreets  were  fo  extremely 
crowded,  that  it  was  with  the 
great  eft  difficulty,  and  the  moft 
vigorous  exertions  of  the  pioneers, 
that  the  band  could  reach  the  ca¬ 
thedral,  and  when  they  had  gained 
admittance,  the  choir  was  not  large 
enough  to  contain  them  •  numbers 
went  into  the  organ  loft,  and  the 
others  were  obliged  to  remain  in 
the  ailes  during  the  whole  time  of 
divine  fervice.  All  the  ftreets 
leading  to  St.  Pauls  were  crowded 
at  the  early  hour  of  eight  o’clock, 
and  remained  fo  the  whole  morning. 
About  eleven,  the  Lord  Mayor 
arrived  in  his  ftate  carriage,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Aldermen  Skinner  and 
Boydell,  the  Sheriffs,  and  the  City 
Officers.  The  crowd  was  fo  great 
in  the  cathedral,  that  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  make  a  paftage  for  their 
entrance  into  the  choir.  The  whole 
of  the  morning  fervice,  both  at  the 
delk  and  the  altar,  was  moft  im~ 
preffively  and  diftmiftly  delivered 
by  the  Rev.  John  P ridden,  one  of 
the  minor  canons  ;  and  the  fermon 
was  preached  by  his  lordfhip’s 


chaplain,  the  Rev.  John  Hutchins, 
After  the  fermon,  the  3d  regiment, 
was  affembled  by  companies  under 
the  dome,  and  the  oath  of  allegi¬ 
ance  adminiftered  to  the  officers ; 
and  afterwards  to  the  privates,  fix 
at  a  time.  This  regiment  then 
returned  to  their  head- quarters  in 
the  fame  order  they  came,  and  were 
difmiffed.  Upon  their  return  from 
St.  Paul’s,  the  London  Cavalry 
drew  up  in  front  of  the  Manfion- 
houfe,  where  the  Lord  Mayor  un¬ 
covered,  in  company  with  the  Lady 
Mayorefs,  returned  their  falute. 
They  were  then  difmiffed,  after 
their  horn  had  founded  “  God  fave 
the  King,”  and  their  officers  par¬ 
took  of  a  refrefhment  at  the  Man- 
fion-houfe.  The  other  nine  regi¬ 
ments  attended  divine  fervice  in 
their  refpetftive  wards.  The  ftrft 
regiment  of  Loyal  London  Volun¬ 
teers,  commanded  by  Col.  Birch, 
marched  to  St.  Michael’s  Church, 
Cornhill.  The  fecond  regiment, 
commanded  by  LieuU  Col.  John 
Smith,  affembled  at  its  head-quar¬ 
ters,  Guildhall,  at  ten  o’clock,  de- 
pofited  their  arms,  and  proceeded 
to  St.  Stephen’s,  Walbrook.  The 
4th  regiment  went  to  St.  Sepul¬ 
chre’s.  The  8th  and  9th  regiments, 
not  finding  accommodation  for 
themfelves  in  large  bodies,  filed 
off  into  companies;  and,  for  the 
moft  part,  repaired  to  the  churches 
of  their  refpedive  pariffies.  A  part 
of  the  firft  regiment  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  Volunteers  attend¬ 
ed  at  St.  Mary  Axe.  At  St. 
Creed’s  was  another  par-t  of  that 
regiment,  and  the  Aldgate,  or  7th 
regiment  of  City  Volunteers,  head¬ 
ed  by  Alderman  Combe,  their  co¬ 
lonel.  At  Aldgate  Church  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  firft  regiment  of 
Eaft- India  Volunteers,  commanded 
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by  Adjutant  Dickifon;  and  the 
Portfoken  Volunteers,  headed  in 
the  abfence  of  Col.  Shaw,  who  ac¬ 
companied  the  Lord  Mayor  as  one 
of  the  Sheriffs,  by  Major  Pratt. 
The  fecond  regiment  of  Eaft- India 
Volunteers,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Dominicus,  amounting  to  700 ;  the 
Cuftom-houfe  Guards,  headed  by 
Commiflioner  Wilfon,  amounting 
to  about  300 ;  and  part  of  the 
River  Fencibles,  all  in  full  uniform, 
attended  at  Allhallows,  Barking. 
At  St.  Peter’s,  Cornhill,  the  third 
regiment  of  Eafl-India  V olunteers. 
The  Bank  Volunteers  attended  at 
St.  Bartholomew’s,  behind  the  Ex¬ 
change.  The  Loyal  Britifh  Arti¬ 
ficers,  to  the  number  of  about  600, 
attended  fervice  in  Taviftock  cha¬ 
pel.  The  St.  Clement  Danes,  their 
own  church,  whence  they  marched 
up  Newcaftle-ftreet,  and  made  a 
mod  foldier-like  and  refpedtable  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  Cecil- If reet  Infant 
Affociatiori,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Bradley,  alfo  attended  at  St.  Cle¬ 
ment’s;  their  number  amounted  to 
70,  and  if  they  did  not  boaft  a 
warlike  appearance,  they  did  a 
moft  interefting  one.  The  Somer- 
fet-Houfe  Volunteers  went  to  the 
church  of  St.  Mary-le-ftrand.  The 
Loyal  City  of  Weftminfter  Volun¬ 
teer  Corps  attended  divine  fervice 
at  the  drum-head  in  Weftminfter 
Hall.  The  ferv  ice  was  performed 
by  the  Rev.  William  Dakins.  The 
novelty  of  the  performance  of  divine 
worfhip  in  that  place  attracted  a 
very  numerous  congregation ;  a- 
mong  them  was  the  Earl  of  Inchin- 
quin.  The  Law  Affociation  at¬ 
tended  divine  fervice  at  the  Temple 
Church,  headed  by  their  colonel, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  Erfkine;  where 
a  moft  imprefiive  difcourfe  was  de¬ 
livered  by  Dr.  Rennell ;  whom  a 
Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol.  III.  New 


commanding  eloquence  and  digni¬ 
fied  manner  have  long  rendered  an 
objedl  of  general  refpeCL  On  the 
prefen t  occafion  there  was  much 
folicitude  exprefted  by  many  to 
get  entrance  to  the  church,  which 
was  crowded  in  all  parts;  and,  in¬ 
deed,  the  difcourfe  was  fuch  as 
warranted  the  folicitude  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  it  excited.  The  learn¬ 
ed  divine,  after  defcanting  upon 
the  public  evils  which  furrounded 
us,  combated  the  opinions  of  an¬ 
cient  philofophers,  that  there  were 
two  diftinT.  principles  of  good  and 
evil.  He  Miewed  from  holy  writ, 
that  God  was  the  author  of  all  evil 
as  well  as  good ;  but  in  doing  this, 
he  neverthelefs  juftified  the  ways 
of  God  to  man.  He  (hewed  that 
mankind,  by  their  wickednefs,  had 
provoked  the  divine  difpleafure, 
whofe  juftice  had  ever  been  admi- 
niftered  in  the  extremity  of  mercy 
and  thence  took  occafion  to  admo- 
nifh  his  hearers  that  they  fnould 
conciliate,  by  amended  conduct,  ;r 
the  favour  of  the  deity,  fo  that 
when  they  went  forth  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  all  that  was  dearer  than 
themfelves,  they  might  have' his 
countenance  with  them,  whether 
they  went  to  death  or  to  glory. 
Alter  church,  the  corps  returned 
to  the  ground,  when  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  on  Saturday  next  they 
would  commence  firing  with  balk 
Col.  Erfkine  and  moft  of  the  ether 
officers  were  prefent.  Afterwards 
the  oath  of  allegiance  was  admi- 
niftered  to  them  in  the  Temple- 
gardens..  The  St.  George’s  Vo¬ 
lunteers,  Hanover. fquare,  attended 
at  their  own  church.  The  fermon 
was  delivered  by  the  Bifhop  of 
London’s  nephew .  The  Loyal  Bri¬ 
tons  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Alexander  Da. 
Series,  *D  vtfon. 
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vifon,  met  in  their  ground  in  Bol¬ 
ton-row,  and,  after  going  through 
various  evolutions,  had  an  excel¬ 
lent  difcourfe  delivered  to  them  by 
their  chaplain.  The  St.  Giles’s 
and  St.  George’s,  after  attending 
divine  fervice  at  St.  Giles’s,  pro¬ 
ceeded  at  one  to  the  Toxopholite 
ground  behind  Govver-ftreet,  where 
they  received  their  colours  among 
ihoufands  of  fpeclators.  The  Ken- 
fmgton  Volunteers,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Henry  Knight,  Efq.  their 
captain,  after  the  ufual  hours  of 
parade,  marched  to  theirown  church. 
The  following  corps  alfo  attended 
divine  fervice  at  the  following 
churches  and  places.  The  Duke 
of  Glocefter’s,  at  South  Audley 
chapel.  The  Royal  Mary-la-bonne, 
Upper  Seymour-ftreet  chapel.  The 
Bloomfbury  in  the  chapel  in  the 
Foundling  Hofpital.  The  St,  Pan- 
eras  at  the  church  at  Somers’  Town. 
The  Highgate  at  Highgate  church. 
The  Riflemen,  or  Sharp  Shooters, 
at  St.  Paul,  Covent-garden.  The 
Clerkenwell  at  St,  James’s,  Clerk- 
enwell.  The  Iflington  at  their 
parilli-church.  The  Bethnal-green 
at  Spitalfields  church.  The  Lime- 
houfe,  the  RatclifFe,  the  Wapping, 
the  St.  George’s  in  the  Eafl,  the 
Whifechapel,  the  St.  Andrew’s, 
Holborn,  the  Bermondfey,  the  Lam¬ 
beth  Affociation,  the  Fulham,  the 
Hammerfmith,  the  Roehampton, 
the  Richmond,  and  the  Chriff 
Church,  Surry,  each  attended  in 
their  refpeftive  churches.  The 
Duke  of  York  and  the  whole  bri¬ 
gade  of  Guards  attended  at  the 
Almonry  chapel,  Weflminfter,  with 
the  following  diflingu  lined  officers : 
Gen.  Burra rd,  Gen.  Leflie,  Gen , 
Calvert,  A.  G.  Gen.  Rrownrigg, 
Q.  M.  G.  General  Wynyard, 
V .  A.  G.  Col,  Murray,  with  the 


Duke’s  Staff,  the  Efon.  Capts.  A. 
and  T.  Upton  and  Paget.  Before 
and  after  the  fervice,  the  Duke  of 
York’s  band  performed;  feveral  of 
the  Guards  alfo  aflifted  in  the  choir. 
The  Queen’s  Own,  or  Queen’* 
Royal  regiment  of  Volunteers,  met 
in  Mr.  Holland’s  field,  oppofite 
Sloane-ftreet,  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Hobart.  That  fine  corps 
began  to  afletnble  after  eleven. 
When  they  were  all  colle&ed,  and 
had  paraded  for  a  fhort  time,  they 
marched  down  to  Ranelagh  Houle, 
where  the  morning  fervice  was  read 
by  the  Rev.  Weeden  Butler,  june 
after  which  the  Rev.  Weeden  But¬ 
ler,  fen.  Chaplain  to  the  Duke  of 
Kent  and  to  the  regiment,  preached 
an  eloquent  difcourfe.  Mr.  Watts 
(organift  to  Charlotte-ftreet  cha¬ 
pel,  Pimlico),  was  then  requefted 
to  preflde  at  the  organ:  and  the 
whole  regiment  immediately  fang 
<f  God  Save  the  King,”  in  a  flow, 
loud,  and  truly  folemn  manner. 
Many  of  the  fpe&ators  were  vifi- 
bly  affefled.  The  balconies  were 
crowded  with  ladies ;  as  were  the 
lower  boxes  with  gentlemen.  There 
were  about  3000  vifitors  in  all; 
and  the  coup  d'ceil  was  remarkably 
grand. 

Such  a  number  of  corps  attended 
this  day,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
enumerate  them.  Every  principal 
church  was  crowded  with  the  ar¬ 
dent  patriots  who  fill  the  volun¬ 
tary  affociations ;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  in  the  prefent  temper 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  not 
only  every  other  great  city  and 
town,  but  even  the  fmalleft  village 
or  hamlet  throughout  the  ifland, 
evinced  a  proportionate  degree  of 
fervour  and  animation  in  the  holy 
caufe.  The  corps  who  had  not  be- 
taken  the  eath  ©f  allegiance 
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did  fo  this  day,  cither  on  their  drill 
grounds,  or  in  their  refpe&ive 
churches.  Among  the  number,  up¬ 
wards  of  300  of  the  moft  refpec- 
table  individuals  of  the  jewifh  per- 
fuafion  took  the  oaths  to  govern¬ 
ment.  By  an  order  from  their 
high  prieft,  they  were  prohibited 
from  attending  in  our  churches 
during  the  time  of  divine  fervice. 
The  high  prieft,  however,  ex- 
preffed  his  higheft  concurrence  to 
their  taking  the  oaths  of  fidelity 
and  allegiance  to  our  king  and 
country.  Thefe  gentlemen  accord¬ 
ingly  took  the,  oaths,  either  upon 
the  drilling-grounds  of  their  re- 
fpeftive  corps,  or  in  the  veftry- 
rooms  of  the  churches,  as  circura- 
ftances  required.  They  were  fworn 
upon  the  book  of  Leviticus,  inftead 
of  the  New  Teftament,  having  their 
heads  uncovered. 

1  This  was  a  truly  proud 
1  day  for  the  country.  It 
prefented  the  fublime  fpeiftacle  of  a 
Patriot  Monarch,  who  reigns  no 
lefs  diftinguifhed  in  the  hearts  of  , 
his  people  than  on  his  throne,  meet¬ 
ing  the  brave  .citizens  of  his  me¬ 
tropolis,  armed  in  defence  of  his 
crown  and  of  the  Britilh  conftitu- 
tion ;  and,  with  the  character] flic 
virtue  of  the  Ions  of  Albion,  refolv- 
cd  to  continue  free,  or  glorioufly 
fall  with  the  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  their  country.  Such  a 
fpeflacle  is  worthy  of  fuch  a  peo¬ 
ple;  fuch  a  people  are  deferving 
the  fuperior  bleffings  they  poftefs. 

As  foon  as  the  light  appeared, 
the  greater  part  of  the  population 
of  London  was  on  the  foot  in  every 
quarter,  impelled  by  the  moft  ar¬ 
dent  and  moft  laudable  curiofity, 
to  be  prefent  at  this  grand,  inte- 
refting,  and  glorious  fcene.  There 
was  on  every  countenance  not  a 
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common  curiofity,  fuch  as  was  ex,, 
cited  by  former  military  fpcdacles, 
when  the  king  reviewed  his  fol- 
diers  :  it  was  a  deeper  and  more 
lively  intereft.  The  ties  which 
connect  our  gracious  fovereigns 
with  his  people  have  been  drawn 
clofer,  by  the  common  danger  with 
which  our  audacious  enemy  has 
dared  to  threaten  both.  The  mu¬ 
tual  aftecfions  which  have  ever 
united  them  are  enhanced.  In¬ 
ftead  of  thofe  common  teftimonies 
of  mutual  regard,  which  marked 
their  meetings  on  former  occafons^ 
there  is  now  an  uncommon  ardour 
and  earneftnefs  in  the  falutations 
which  his  Majefty  receives  from 
the  publick,  and  an  extraordinary 
warmth  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
returns  them,  excited  by  the  un¬ 
precedented  circumftances  of  the 
times.  It  is  a  ftrong  and  folemn 
affurance  of  the  people  to  ftand  or 
fall  with  their  king,  and  of  the 
king  to  ftand  or  fall  with  his  peo-, 
pie.  This  day,  therefore,  mu  ft 
have  been  to  kis  Majefty,  and  the 
people  of  London,  the  moft  grate¬ 
ful  of  all  the  folemnities  which  they 
have  celebrated  together.  The 
congratulations  on  the  efeapeofhis 
Majefty  from  the  various  danger# 
to  which  his  precious  life  has  hi¬ 
therto  been  expofed,  were  fcenes 
of  giadnefs,  in  which  the  exulta¬ 
tion  was  not  reft  rained  by  any  fe- 
rious  consideration :  it  was  a  ge- 
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npral  feeling  of  good-natured  joy, 
in  which  every  difpofition  that  was 
not  a-flually  favage  and  inhuman 
mu  ft  have  indulged'.  But  this  day  st 
folemnity  was  of  a  far  different 
kind.  The  armed  citizens  of  Lon¬ 
don  came  to  (hew  their  fovereign 
that  they  were  ready  to  fhed  the 
laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  his  de¬ 
fence,  in  defence  of  the  conftitution 
M)  2  and 
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and  of  their  country :  the  fove- 
reign  came  to  behold  their  ardour 
in  the  glorious  caufe,  and  to  evince 
his  own.  Thefe  were  the  motives 
and  the  feelings  of  his  Majefty  and 
the  volunteers.  The  motives  and 
the  feelings  of  thofe  whom  fex  and 
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age  and  circumftances  rendered 
mere  fpedlators,  were  too  manifold 
to  defcribe,  or  even  to  imagine; 
but,  though  lefs  fublime,  they  were 
probably  not  lefs  interefting,  nor 
lefs  commendable.  The  fathers, 
children,  mothers,  wives,  and 
daughters,  whofe  deareft  relations 
go  forth  to  meet  the  danger,  mull 
be  agitated  with  a  thoufand  feel¬ 
ings  of  tender  anxiety,  which, 
though  inferior  in  moral  rank  to 
thofe  that  prompt  the  men  in  arms 
to  the  field,  are  Hill  much  to  be 
admired  and  efteemed.  All  fhewed 
a  feeling  in  proportion  to  their 
condition ;  all  fhewed  a  feeling 
equally  loyal  and  honourable.  The 
corps  evinced  their  zeal,  and  their 
drift  attention  to  their  orders,  by 
being  at  the  ground  appointed  for 
them  before  the  time  at  which  their 
attendance  was  commanded. — As 
early  as  feven  o’clock  feveral  of 
the  corps  entered  the  park  at  the 
Grofvenor  and  Hyde-park-corner 
gates.  By  eight  o’clock  all  the 
corps  Hood  affembled  in  clofe  cor 
lumn  of  companies,  in  ^nd  behind 
the  right  of  its  own  ground.  A 
quarter- mailer,  with  the  camp- 
colour- men  of  each  corps,  were  on 
the  ground  at  feven,  and  one  of 
them  belonging  to  each  corps  at¬ 
tended  at  the  different  gates  to 
conduct  his  regiment  to  its  proper 
point*  As  the  corps  proceeded  to 
their  different  flations,  each  march¬ 
ed  with  its  right  in  front,  fo  that 
when  it  arrived  at  the  proper  point, 
the  right  tlivifion  flood  on  the 


ground  it  was  to  occupy  in  the 
line,  and  the  other  divifions  were 
in  clofe  column  behind  it.  The 
advantage  of  this  arrangement  was, 
that  all  the  corps  could,  without 
the  flighted  confufion,  deploy  into 
line  as  foon  as  the  fignal  was  given. 
Soon  after  nine  o’clock  a  fignal 
gun,  a  twelve- pounder,  was  fired, 
and  the  general  line  was  formed 
by  deploying  to  the  left :  the  line 
was  formed  at  ciofe  ranks.  The 
ranks  were  then  extended,  and  the 
officers  advanced  in  front.  The 
corps  that  had  guns  flationed  them 
on  their  right.  The  deploying  in¬ 
to  line,  the  forming  at  clofe  ranks, 
and  the  fubfequent  opening  of  the 
ranks,  were  executed  with  great 
regularity  and  order,  and  did  infi¬ 
nite  credit  to  the  difeipline  and 
attention  of  each  regiment. 

Majors  General  Finch,  Burrard, 
Leflie,  and  Fitzroy,  were  on  the 
ground  by  eight ;  the  Earl  of  Har¬ 
rington,  who  commanded  the  line, 
about  the  fame  time.  About  nine 
the  Commander  in  Chief  entered 
from  Hyde-park-corner,  with  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  and  their 
Aides-de-Camp.  They  proceeded 
along  Rotten- row  towards  Ken- 
fington  gate.  The  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland,  in  the  uniform  of  his  re¬ 
giment  of  Light  Dragoons, .  en¬ 
tered  fhortly  after  at  Hyde-park- 
corner,  and  proceeded  towards 
Kenfington-gate  by  the  carriage 
road.  A  few  minutes  before  ten, 
a  twelve-pounder  was  fired  as  the 
fignal  of  his  Majefty’s  approach, 
and  immediately  the  whole  force 
fhouldered  arms.  It  was  not  quite 
ten  when  his  Majefty,  in  his 
private  carriage,  attended  by  the 
Duke  of  Kent  in  his  uniform  as 
General,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
in  the  uniform  of  the  Teddington 
7  Affociation, 
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AfTociation,  entered  the  park  at 
the  Li  Hit  Horfe-eate  at  Kenfing;- 
ton.  On  entering  the  gate,  his 
Majefty  alighted  from  the  car¬ 
riage,  and  mounted  his  charger. 
His  Majefty  then  rode  forward, 
preceded  by  the  Life  Guards,  and 
the  royal  grooms,  with  four  led 
horfes,  elegantly  caparifoned.  His 
Majefty  was  attended  by  the 
Princes,  and  followed  by  her  Ma¬ 
jefty,  with  the  Princefs  Augufta 
and  Princefs  Elizabeth,  in  an  open 
landau.  The  Princefs  Sophia  and 
the  Princefs  Mary,  with  two  at¬ 
tendants,  came  after  in  another  of 
the  royal  carriages.  The  Princefles 
of  the  Gloucefter  branch  after¬ 
wards  joined  the  cavalcade,  in  a 
yellow  coach.  Oppolite  the  en¬ 
trance  of  Kenfmgton-gardens,  his 
Majefty  was  met  by  the  Duke  of 
York,  the  Earls,  of  Harrington 
and  Chefterfield,  Generals  Calvert, 
Stewart,  Burrard,  and  Leflie,  with 
Lord  Peterfham,  Col.  Macquarrie, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Staff.  As 
the  proceftion  advanced,  it  was 
joined,  near  the  ring,  by  Mon- 
fieur,  drefied  in  green,  with  red 
facings ;  the  Prince  de  Conde, 
in  white,  faced  with  blue;  the 
Duke  de  Bourbon,  in  white,  faced 
with  red  ;  and  the  Duke  de  Berri, 
in  green.  The  French  Princes 
were  on  horfeback,  attended  by 
feverai  of  the  French  nobleffe,  de¬ 
corated  with  the  infignia  of  feverai 
military  orders.  General  Dumou- 
riez  was  in  their  train.  The 
whole  cavalcade  was  clofed  by  a 
party  of  the  13th  Light  Dragoons  ; 
a  regiment  which  has’  now  fre¬ 
quently  the  honour  to  be  affociated 
in  guarding  his  Majefty.  The 
royal  cavalcade  paffed  rapidly  along 
the  carriage-road  from  Kenfington- 
gate,  as  far  as  the  rear  of  the 


Knightfbridge  barrack,  where  it 
turned,  and  crofted  to  the  right  of 
the  line  by  the  bottom  of  the  Ser¬ 
pentine  river ;  the  piles,  which 
are  placed  to  prevent  horfes  and 
carriages  from  palling  that  way, 
having  been  removed  for  the  occa- 
fion.  As  foon  as  his  Majefty  en¬ 
tered  the  Park,  a  royal,  falute  of 
21  guns  was  fired  by  the  guns  of 
the  Artillery  company.  A  fecond 
cannon  announced  his  Majefty's 
arrival  at  the  centre  of  the  line. 
The  officers  immediately  falu ted, 
the  corps  prefented  arms,  and  the 
bands  played  {C  God  fave  the 
King.”  Immediately  afterwards 
a  third  cannon  was  fired,  and  the 
corps  Ihouldered  and  then  fupported 
arms.  His  Majefty  now  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  right  of  the  line, 
and  paffed  along  from  right  to 
left,  each  corps  carrying  arms  as 
his  Majefty  arrived  near  the  right 
of  the  corps.  Whilft  his  Majefty 
paffed  along -the  front,  the  mnfic 
played  a  variety  of  martial  tunes. 
The  grandeft  part  of  the  fpedlacle 
was  when  his  Majefty  defeended 
the  hill,  to  re-pafs,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Serpetin'e,  to  the  corps  on 
the  left  of  the  line,  which  were 
ftationed  along  the  footway  to 
Kenfmgton-gardens,  with  their 
front  towards  the  water.  By  this 
time,  the  fog,  which  had  dimmed 
the  fplendour  of  the  feene  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  day,  was  in 
fome  degree  difpelled,  and  the 
whole  of  the  royal  proceftion,  as 
well  as  the  immenfe  crowd  that 
followed  in  the  train,  had  become 
tolerably  confplcuous.  A  fight  fo 
grand,  and  fo  delightful,  irs  fel- 
dom  feen.  The  whole  of  the 
ground  in  the  rear  of  the  Royal 
train  was  covered  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  hill  with  women 
1  D  3  elegantly 
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elegantly  drefled,  interfperfed  with 
volunteers,  and  officers  in  uniform  ; 
and,  according  as  they  defcended, 
frefh  numbers  appeared  on  the^ 
fummit  ready  to  affume  their 
places,  till  their  progrefs  was  hop¬ 
ped  at  the  Serpentine,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  way  from  being  choaked 
for  his  Majefty’s  return.  There 
Tivas  not  the  fame  opportunity  of 
difcerning  perfons  of  rank  in  this 
crowd  as  on  ordinary  occafions ; 
from  the  attention  to  general  ac¬ 
commodation,  which  fo  properly 
marked  the  general  orders ;  no 
carriages,  horfes,  or  fervants,  were 
admitted  within  the  lines ;  and, 
from  the  abfence  of  thofe  appen¬ 
dages  of  wealth  and  condition,  it 
was  difficult  to  diftinguifh  indivi¬ 
duals.  All  that  could  be  feen  was, 
that  the  women  within  the  line 
were  chiefly  in  white  dreffies,  and 
the  men,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  maval  officers,  fharp-fhooters, 
and  volunteer  cavalry,  in  red. 
The  general  coup  d'  ceil  was  grand 
beyond  defcription.  His  Ma- 
jefty,  having  palled  to  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  line,  returned  again 
by  the  Serpentine,  and  took  his 
pofition  in  the  centre.  Then,  on 
the  flgnal  of  thefeventh  gun,  three 
vollies  were  fired  by  battalions 
from  the  centre  to  the  flanks ;  and 
on  the  firing  of  the  eighth  gun, 
three  loud,  univerfal,  and  -unani¬ 
mous  cheers  were  given,  with  hats 
and  hands  waving  in  the  air,  drums 
beating,  and  mufic  playing  4<God 
fave  the  King.”  On  the  firing  of 
the  ninth  gun,  the  whole  of  the 
corps  wheeled  backwards  on  their 
left,  by  divifions ;  and,  having 
paired  his  Majefty  in  the  order 
prefcribed  by  the  general  inftruc- 
ticns,  proccaded  by  the  moft  cen» 


venient  way  to  their  different 
quarters.  The  review  being  over 
at  20  minutes  pall  one,  the  Royal 
Party,  with  the  Foreign  Princes, 
and  the  generals,  returned  again 
from  the  pofition  which  his  Ma- 
jelly  had  taken  in  the  centre  of  the 
Park,  by  the  Serpentine,  and  along 
by  Rotten-row,  to  Piccadilly  gate, 
from  which  they  eroded  over,  and 
went  on  to  Buckingham-houfe, 
followed  all  the  way  by  the  im- 
menfe  crowd.  Being  no  longer 
reft  rained  by  the  military  em¬ 
ployed  in  keeping  the  lines.,  the 
people  ran  in  all  directions,  to 
indulge  their  affe&ion  for  their 
Sovereign,  with  a  view  of  his  be¬ 
loved  perfon.  The  air  refounckd 
with  their  (bouts ;  and  his  Majefty 
fhewed  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  their 
loyalty,  as  well  by  the  fatisfadlion 
which  was  vifible  in  his  counte¬ 
nance,  as  by  pulling  off  his  hat, 
and  giving  other  marks  of  his 
reciprocal  feelings.  Never  was 
fuch  a  concourfe  known  with  fo 
little  inconvenience.  No  ©ne  ac¬ 
cident  occurred  :  indeed,  the  only 
thing  from  which  any  accident 
could  hare  been  apprehended  was, 
the  extreme  eagernefs  with  which 
the  crowd  ran  wherever  his  Ma.* 
jelly  could  be  feen  ;  their  impe- 
tuofity  was  fuch,  on  thefe  occa¬ 
fions,  as  to  break  through  the 
heft-fenced  inclofures  of  the  Park, 
and  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi¬ 
culty  that  the  troops  employed  in 
keeping  the  ground  could  flop 
them,  though  the  goodnefs  of  the 
motive  produced  no  relaxation  in 
the  enforcement  of  this  very  necef- 
fary  duty.  On  the  return  of  the 
corps,  after  the  review,  about 
half  pall  one,  all  the  windows  in 
the  ftreets  through  which  they  were 
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t«  pafs,  were  crowded  with  ladies. 
The  principal  houfes  in  Piccadilly 
and  Park-lane  were  filled  with 
perfons  of  the  firft  diftin&ion,  as 
were  thofe  ef  St.  George’s- row, 
leading  t©  Bayfwater,  and  feveral 
in  Oxford- ft reet.  The  fmall  houfes 
at  the  gate  to  Hyde- park,  and 
the  rails  to  the  very  top,  had  a 
tnoft  fingular  appearance  from  the 
number  of  perfons  who  had  climbed 
to  the  top  of  them.  Piccadilly  was 
thronged  with  carriages  of  every 
deferiprion,  none  but  thofe  of 
Ambafifadors  and  Princes  being  fuf. 
fered  to  enter  the  Park.  With  a 
fimilar  laudable  vigilance,  car¬ 
riages  were  excluded  from  Park- 
lane,  He  reford -ft  reet.  Green -ft  reet, 
Grofvenor-ftreet,  Mount-ftreet,  and 
Brook-ftreet.  It  is  owing  to  this 
precaution,  that  fuch  an  immenfe 
concourfe  was  enabled  to  view  this 
fublime  fight,  without  a  fingle  ac¬ 
cident.  Among  the  perfons  who 
at  traded  moft  notice  in  the  park, 
was  Elfi  Bey,  who  followed, 
though,  from  etiquette,  he  could 
not  join  in  the  royal  cavalcade. 
The  Bey  was  in  his  carriage,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  Majefty’s  and  his 
own  interpreter,  and  his  aid-de- 
camp.  His  fervants  were  drelled 
in  fcarlet  and  gold,  with  green 
cuffs  and  collars,  gold  epaulets, 
plain  cocked  hats,  with  gold  loop 
and  button,  and  high  white  feather. 
The  whole  number  of  fpedators, 
and  men  in  arms,  could  not  be  lefs 
than  2o©,ooo ;  every  perfon  who 
could  come  from  within  a  circle  of 
30  miles  being  collected.  Many 
came  to  town  from  a  diftance  of 
above  ioo  miles,  to  be  prefent  at 
the  fight.  The  trees,  the  houfe- 
tops,  every  pofition  from  which 
curiofity  could  fatisfy  itfclf,  was 


eagerly  taken  poftefiion  of.  If  we 
were  to  enumerate  the  minute  par¬ 
ticulars  which  were  obferved  with 
intereft  in  eve$y  particular  fpot, 
the  talk  would  be  endlefs,  and  the 
detail  fatiguing.  It  was  alto¬ 
gether  a  day  on  which  we  have  to 
congratulate  London  and  the  em¬ 
pire  at  large  :  it  was  a  day  which 
afforded  the  moft  glorious  fight 
ever  witnefted,  without  a  fingle 
thing  to  excite  the  fmalleft  regret. 

The  Volunteer  Corps  reviewed 
this  day  were,  the  Loyal  London 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  217  effective 
men ;  Hon.  Artillery  Company, 
994;  ift  Regiment  of  Royal  Eaft; 
India  Volunteers,  640  ;  2d  ditto, 
636;  3d  ditto,  585;  ift  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Loyal  London  Volunteer 
Infantry,  737  ;  2d  ditto,  657  ;  3d 
ditto,  804;  4th  ditto,  790;  5th 
ditto,  301  ;  6th  ditto,  647  ;  7th 
ditto,  404;  8th  ditto,  777  ;  9th 
ditto,  651  ;  10th  ditto,  587  ; 

1  ith  ditto,  293  ;  ift  Regiment  of 
lower  Hamlets,  350;  White¬ 
chapel,  445;  Mile  End,  333; 
St.  George  in  the  Eaft,  230; 
Radcliffe,  183;  Shoreditch,  294; 
Bromley  St.  Leonard,  175;  Beth¬ 
nal  Green,  166;  St.  Katherine, 
12 1  ;  and  Chrift  Church  Volun¬ 
teers,  184.  Total  12,401. 

The  eclat  with  which  the  „  , 
grand  review  of  the  London  2  t  * 
diftrift  of  Volunteers  went  off  on 
Wednefday,  excited  a  laudable  am¬ 
bition  in  the  breafts  of  the  Weft- 
minfter,  Lambeth,  and  Southwark 
corps,  to  furpafs,  if  poffible,  their 
brethren  in  arms,  in  difeipline,  in 
zeal,  and  military  appearance.  So 
great  was  the  anxiety  of  fome 
corps,  that  the  majority  of  the 
men  never  laid  down  in  the  courfe 
of  the  preceding  night,  the  whole 
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of  which  was  fpent  in  preparation  ; 
and  even  of  thofe  who  did,  few,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  enjoyed  a  wink 
of  deep.  At  fix,  the  corps  were 
muftered  in  their  refpedtive  drill- 
grounds,  and  at  that  time  there 
was  every  profpedf  of  a  fine  bright 
day  ;  but  -  the  appearance  foon 
changed,  and  an  approaching  fog 
feemed  refolved  that  the  Weftern 
cliff  rich  ftiopld  have  no  advantage 
*©f  weather  over  the  Eaftern  dif- 
tridl  reviewed  on  Wednefday.  The 
fog,  however,  not  content  with 
equalling  that  of  Wednefday,  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  at 
half  paft  feven,  not  a  fingle  objedl 
cuuld  be  feen  in  the  Park,  and 
feveral  of  the  corps  would  have 

L 

palled  by  Oxford-ftreet-gate,  had 
they  not  been  ftopped  by  a  party 
of  Life-guards  ftationed  there  to 
guard  the  entrance.  The  eager 
expectation  which  ufhered  in  the 
morning,  now  changed  to  fearful 
anxiety.  It  was  too  dark  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  expreffion  of  the  counte¬ 
nance  ;  but  every  body,  in  tones 
of  defpondency,  began  to  exprefs 
their  apprehenflons  that  ail  the 
beauty  of  the  military  fpeftacle 
would  be  loll,  and  that  a  glimpfe 
of  the  troops  could  not  be  ob¬ 
tained,  much  id's  a  full  view  of 
them,  and  the  embellifhments  of 
the  fcene.  The  houfes,  fcaffolds, 
carts,  caravans,  and  carriages  of  all 
defcripticns,  drawn  up  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  fpebtators  along 
the'  Bayfwater-road,  inftantly  be¬ 
gan  to  drop  their  prices ;  and  would 
have  fallen  kill  lower  had  not  the 
fog  fortunately  begun  to  clear 
away  about  half  pair  eight,  when 
the  bufmefs  of  the  day  again 
afluraed  a  chearful  afpeft,  and  the 
ipedators  eagerly  afiembled  in 


amazing  crowds,  and  to  a  ftilf 
greater  extent  than  on  Wednefday. 
The  fame  excellent  regulations  to 
preferve  order  were  obferyed  as 
thofe  which  were  adopted  upon 
that  day.  The  Park  was  (hut  up 
all  night,  and  the  gates  were  not 
opened  for  the  admiffion  ©f  the 
populace  until  eight  o’clock,  at 
which  time  the  corps  began  to 
arrive.  From  that  hour  until  iq 
o’clock  the  crowds  at  Piccadilly^ 
gate  were  fo  great,  that  the  prefliire 
became  intolerable  ;  many  perfons, 
it  was  feared,  would  be  crulhed  or 
trampled  to  death,  in  the  immenfe 
tide  which  endeavoured  to  force 
itfelf  through  the  fide- gates,  the 
only  ones  for  admiffion.  In  this 
fituation  Jones,  the  Bow-ftreet 
officer,  under  whofe  care  the  gate 
was,  perceiving  the  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  of  the  multitude  preffing  in 
upon  the  Piccadilly  fide,  occa- 
{tonally  opened  the  main  gates,  and 
thus  relieved  the  dreadful  preffure. 
The  parties  ftationed  here  and  at 

i 

the  other  gates  to  preferve  order, 
confifted  of  detachments  of  the 
guards,  patroles,  and  the  Bow- 
ftreet  officers,  except  Townfend 
and  Sayers,  who  attended  their 
Majefties.  As  each  corps  entered, 
the  party  of  guards  at  the  gates 
Ihouldered  arms ;  and  as  the  colours 
pafled,  they  prefen  ted  arms.  The 
corps  immediately  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Park  did  not  experience  fo 
much  inconvenience  from  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  mornin?  as  thofe  at  a 

O 

diftance,  who  were  obliged  to 
mufter  earlier.  From  the  lownefs 
of  their  fttuation,  the  fog  lay 
heavieft  upon  Lambeth  and  South- 
wark ;  and,  though  this  circum- 
ftance  was  unfavourable  to  the 
fcene  as  a  fpe&acle,  it  was  the 
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fomce  of  much  intereh  and  va¬ 
riety. 

The  regiments  reviewed  this 
day  were,  the  London  and  Weft- 
minder  Light  Horfe  Volunteers, 
727  effective  men ;  Weftminfter 
Regiment  of  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
225  ;  Southwark  T foo]d  of  Yeo¬ 
manry,  693  Clerkenwefi  Cavalry, 
46 ;  Lambeth  ditto,  40 ;  St. 
George's  regiment  qf  Volunteer 
Infantry,  663  ;  St.  James’s  ditto, 
954 ;  Bloomibury  and  Inns  of 
Court  ditto,  929;  Royal  Weft¬ 
minfter  ditto,  961  ;  Prince  of 
Wales’s  ditto,  640;  St.  Margaret’s 
and  St.  John’s,  625  ;  Loyal  North 
Sritons,  286 ;  Mary-la. Bonne, 
903;  Law  Aflociation,  335;  Duke 
of  Gloucefter’s,  462  ;  the  Somerfet 
Place,  380  ;  the  St.  Giles’s  and  St. 
George’s,  605  ;  the  Cierkenwell, 
701 ;  Loyal  Britilh  Artificers,  542; 
the  Loyal  Britons,  127;  St.  An¬ 
drew  and  St.  George’s,  514;  ill 
and  2d  battalion  of  Queen’s  Pvoyal, 
926  ;  the  Knightfb ridge,  124;  the 
St.  Clement’s  Danes,  243  ;  1  ft 

Surrey,  515;  the  St.  Sepulchre, 
174;  the  St.  Saviour’s,  15 1  ;  the 
Loyal  Southwark,  545;  Lambeth, 
555  ;  Chriftchurch,  17 1 ;  St.John’s, 
138;  St.  Olave’s,  1 1 6 ;  Rother- 
fiithe,  158  ;  Duke  of  Cumberland’s 
Corps  of  Volunteer  Sharp  Shooters, 
84  ;  and  the  Gray’s  Inn  Corps  of 
Volunteer  Riflemen,  38.  Total 
14,676. 

The  total  number  of  troops  in- 
fpe&ed  amounted,  on  both  days, 
to  27,077  :  but  in  many  inftances 
a  fourth  part  of  the  corps  were  ab- 
fent  on  buflnefs  or  otherwife  ;  and 
we  underftand  that  the  returns  of 
the  effective  ftrength  of  the  feveral 
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battalions,  rendered  fome  weeks 
before,  made  the  number  of  Vo¬ 
lunteers  within  the  city  to  exceed 


35,000.  The  corps  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  metropolis,  as  the  Hackney, 
Pancras,  Fulham,  Hampftead,  If- 
lington,  Camberwell,  Wandfworth, 
&c.  exceed  1  i,ooq,  making  in  the 
whole  a  force  of  46,000  men. 

The  King  arrived  at  theKnightf- 
bridge  harracks,  from  Kew,  about 
ten  o’clock,  accompanied  by  her 
Majefly  and  the  Princefles ;  and 
foon  after  entered  the  Park,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  troop  of  horfe,  and 
furrounded  by  the  Dukes  of  York, 
Clarence,  and  Cumberland,  and  a 
number  of  officers  on  horfeback. 
The  proceftion  moved  acrofs  the 
head  of  the  Serpentine  river,  up  to 
the  centre  of  the  Park.  The  fog 
now  began  to  difperfe,  and  the 
fight  became  truly  magnificent,  as 
the  cavalcade  could  be  feen  pairing 
the  lines  to  the  diftance  of  three 
quarters  of  a  mile.  After  the 
King  had  infpccled  the  line,  the 
whole  formed  into  companies,  and 
pa  fled  his  Majefly  in  review,  pre- 
cifely  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
London  Corps  on  Wednefday  laft  ; 
and  then  retired  in  quick  time. 
It  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that 
the  regularity  of  the  firing,  on 
both  occaflons,  did  infinite  credit 
to  fo  numerous  a  body.  The 
multitude  was  beyond  conception 
great,  particularly  females ;  and 
it  feemed  as  if  the  whole  non-mi¬ 
litary  population  of  the  metropolis 
had  come  forward  in  honour  of 
their  defenders.  The  following- 
general  orders  were  ifliied,  from 
the  office  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  feveral  Volunteer  Corps : 

(i  Horfe  Guards ,  Oil.  20  , 

“  His  Royal  HighneL  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  has  received  the. 
King’s  command  to  convey  10 
feveral  Volunteer  and  Alfocia 
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Corps  which  were  reviewed  in 
Hyde  Park  on  the  26th  and  28  th 
inftant,  his  Majefty’s  higheft  ap¬ 
probation  of  their  appearance,  which 
has  equalled  his  Majefty 5s  utmoft 
expectation.  His  Majefty  per¬ 
ceives,  with  heartfelt  fatisfadion, 
that  the  fpirit  of  loyalty  and  pa- 
triotifm,  on  which  the  fyftem  of 
the  Armed  Volunteers  throughout 
the  kingdom  was  originally  found¬ 
ed,  has  rifen  with  the  exigencies 
of  the  times,  and  at  this  moment 
forms  fiich  a  bulwark  to  the  Con- 
ftitution  and  Liberties  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  as  will  enable  us,  under  the 
protection  of  Providence,  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  unprovoked  malice 
of  our  enemies,  and  to  hurl  back, 
with  becoming  indignation,  the 
threats  which  they  have  prefumed 
to  vent  again#  our  independence, 
and  even  our  exigence,  as  a  na¬ 
tion.  His  Majefty  has  obfervedwith 
peculiar  pleafure,  that,  among# 
the  unprecedented  exertions  which 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
country  have  called  forth,  thofe  of 
the  capital  of  his  United  Kins;- 
dom  have  been  eminently  con¬ 
spicuous.  The  appearance  of  its 
numerous  and  well-regulated  Vo¬ 
lunteer  Corps,  which  were  reviewed 
on  the  26th  and  28th  inftant,  in¬ 
dicates  a  degree  of  attention  and 
emulation,  both  in  officers  and  men, 
which  can  proceed  only  from  a 
deep  fenfe  of  the  important  objeds 
for  which  they  have  enrolled  them- 
felves,  a  juft  eftimation  of  the 
bleffings  we  have  fo  long  enjoyed, 
and  a  firm  and  manly  determination 
to  defend  them  like  Britons,  and 
tranfmit  them,  unimpaired,  to  our 
pofterity.  The  Commander  in 
Chief  has  the  higheft  fatisfadion 
in  difeharging  his  duty,  by  com¬ 
municating  thefe  his  Majefty’s 
moil  gracious  fentiments,  and  re- 


quefts  that  the  Commanding  Of¬ 
ficers  will  have  recourfe  to  the 
readied:  means  of  making  the  fame 
known  to  their  refpedive  corps. 

(e  Frederic, 
t(  Commander  in  Chief.’* 

Died. — 2d.  At  New-York,  is 
his  82d  year,  Mr.  John  Adams* 
one  of  the  firft  promoters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  The  bells 
of  the  town  tolled  for  half  an 
hour ;  and  clergy,  ftate  officers, 
public  functionaries',  and  foreign 
confuls,  were  invited,  by  public 
advertifement,  to  attend  the  fu¬ 
neral  proceffion.  By  his  death  the 
American  States  have  loft  one  of 
the  oldeft,  moft  firm,  and  moderate 
fupporters  of  their  independence* 
and  England  one  of  its  moft  fteady 
friends  in  that  country.  After  the 
death  of  the  great  Wafhington, 
the  Englifh  party  looked  up  to 
Adams  as  their  chief,  though,  at 
the  age  of  82,  at  which  he  died, 
the  energies  of  moft  men  are  ended. 
Mr.  A.  was  the  firft  American 
embaffador  in  this  country,  where, 
with  a  true  Rebublican  fimplicity, 
and  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the 
embarraffed  finances  of  his  country, 
he  refided  in  the  firft  floor  of  a 
bookfeller  in  Piccadilly,  and  after¬ 
wards  as  a  lodger  in  Leicefter- 
fields.  He  was  a  man  of  confider- 
able  abilities  ;  and  his  ic  Pliftory 
of  Republicks,”  if  not  a  firft- rate 
produdion,  is  full  of  information, 
and,  among  the  latter  efforts  of 
that  fpecies  of  literature,  ranks 
high.  Mr.  A.  died  juftly  re¬ 
gretted  and  efteemed  by  all  wife 
and  moderate  men. 

1 8th.  At  his  apartments  in 
Greenwich  hofpital,  after  a  few 
days  illnefs  of  a  paralytic  ftroke, 
in  his  51ft  year,  John  Willett 
Payne,  Efq.  rear-admiral  of  the 
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Red,  vice-admiral  of  the  coafts  of 
Devonfhire  and  Cornwall,  treafurer 
of  Greenwich  hofpital,  comptroller 
of  the  houfehold  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
lord  warden  of  the  Stannaries. 
The  profeffional  and  private  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  gentleman  have  long 
Hood  fo  high  in  the  public  efti- 
mation  that  they  can  gain  no  ad¬ 
dition  by  any  eulogy.  Pie  began 
his  career  in  the  navy  about  the 
year  1769,  onboard  the  Quebec, 
of  32  guns,  commanded  by  Lord 
Ducie ;  ferved  as  midfhipman  on¬ 
board  the  Eagle,  of  64  guns,  bear¬ 
ing  the  flag  of  Earl  Howe,  in  the 
American  war ;  whence  he  was 
made  lieutenant,  and  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  poft  captain  July  8, 
1780  ;  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on 
feveral  occafions,  particularly  by 
his  action  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
17 83,  with  a  fhip  of  very  fuperior 
force,  the  Pluto.  He  alfo  com¬ 
manded  the  Ruffell,  one  of  the 
(hips  in  Earl  Howe's  memorable 
action  on  the  ift  of  June,  1794. 
He  wras  appointed  Rear-Admiral 
of  the  Red,  Feb,  14,  1799  ;  and 
in  the  following  year,  on  the  re- 
lignation  of  Lord  Bridport,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  the  office  of  Trea. 
furer  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.  He 
had  the  honour  to  convey  the 
Princefs  of  Wales  to  England,  in 
the  Jupiter,  of  50  guns.  The 
high  ftation  which  this  officer  has 
long  occupied  with  fo  much  credit 
in  the  Prince’s  houfehold,  afforded 
fcope  for  the  talents  and  oourtefy 
of  manners  which  he  poffclfed  in 
an  eminent  degree.  His  judgment 
was  prompt  and  corredt ;  his  wit, 
though  brilliant,  was  r*ever  fevere; 
and  his  benevolence,  though  un¬ 
bounded,  was  never  expofed  to  the 
glare  of  day.  The  prevailing  fea¬ 
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ture  in  his  chandler  was  an  uni¬ 
form  mildnefs  and  good-will  for  all, 
—On  the  2  5  th,  the  remains  of  this 
worthy  and  gallant  officer  were 
interred  in  the  vault  at  the 
north-weft  corner  of  St.  Marga¬ 
ret’s  church,  Weft  rain  ft  er,  with, 
unufual  tokens  of  refpedl,  and  marks 
of  honour.  The  proceffion,  from 
Greenwich  Hofpital,  to  the  place 
of  burial,  confided  of  an  hearfe, 
three  mourning-coaches  with  fix 
hories  each,  and  all  the  cuftomary 
accompaniments  offuneral  grandeur. 
This  laft  ceremony  of  refpedt  to 
the  corpfs  of  a  departed  officer  was 
attended  by  a  very  long  train  of 
nobility  and  gentry  in  their  car¬ 
riages,  and  would  have  been  ft  ill 
farther  dignified  by  the  perfonai 
attendance  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
had  not  the  anxious  felicitations  of 
his  friends  prevented  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  who  has,  for  feveral 
years  paft,  honoured  the  deceafed 
Admiral  with  peculiar  marks  of 
his  royal  friendfnip  and  efteera. 
To  give  every  public  proof  of  the 
intereft  taken  by  the  heir  apparent 
to  the  Crown  in  this  laft  and  ferions 
duty,  the  equipage  of  the  Prince 
manifefted  all  the  flgns  of  royal 
refpeef  :  it  confided  of  his  Royal 
Righn  fs’s  coach  (in  which  were 
Gen.  Hulfe,  Col.  M ‘Mahon,  and 
Mr.  Tyrvvhitt)  drawn  by  fix  hories, 
and  accompanied  by  five  out-riders, 
who,  with  the  coachman  and  foot¬ 
men,  were  all  drefied  in  their  date 
liveries,  and  wore  the  ufual  fable 
infignia  of  mourning.  All  the 
equipages  bore  fimilar  emblems ; 
and  the-  whole  appearance  of  the 
folemnity  was  equally  dignified 
and  ferious.  The  fervice  was  per¬ 
formed  in  an  admirable  and  pa¬ 
thetic  manner  by  the  Rev.  J.  S. 
Clarke,  chaplain  of  the  houfehold 
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to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  A  great 
concourfe  of  people  crowded  the 
church,  and  joined  in  lamenting 
the  lofs  of  a  gallant  fervant  of  the 
public,  and  a  meritorious  defender 
of  his  country  and  the  illuftrious 
family  on  its  throne. 


NOVEMBER. 

,  A  grand  entertainment 

loth.  1  |  •  T7  , 

was  given  to  his  Excel¬ 

lency  Elfi  Bey,  and  a  number  of 
other  diilinguilhed  vifitors,  by  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales. — The  converfation  turning 
upon  the  very  excellent  equeftrian 
powers  of  the  Mamelukes  and  the 
Turks,  the  Prince,  in  his  ufual 

ftile  of  affability,  faid,  tf  I  have 
now  in  my  find  an  Egyptian  horfe, 
fo  wild  and  ungovernable,  that  he 
will  difmount  the  beft  horfeman  in 
the  whole  Bey’s  retinue. ”  The 
Bey  replied  in  Italian  to  the  Prince 
- — I  (hall  gratify  your  Royal 
Hlghnefs’s  curiolity  to-morrow.” 
An  appointment  confequently  took 
place  the  next  day  at  two  o’clock, 
in  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  riding 
houfe,  Pall-mall ;  when  the  Bey, 
in  company  with  Colonel  Moore, 
his  interpreter,  and  Mahomet  Aga, 
his  principal  officer,  a  young  man 
of  apparent  great  agility,  entered 
the  riding-houfe,  where  the  Prince 
and  his  royal  Brothers  waited,  at¬ 
tended  bv  feveral  noblemen,  to 

j 

witnefs  the  management  of  the 
horfe,  which  never  before  could 
be  ridden  by  any  body.  One  of 
the  Mameluke’s  kiddles  being  fixed 
by  the  grooms,  the  animal  was  led 
out  of  the  liable  into  the  riding- 
houfe,  in  fo  rampant  and  unmanage¬ 
able  a  ftate,  that  the  gentlemen 


prefent  concluded  no  one  would 
ever  attempt  to  mount  him.  There 
never  was  a  greater  model  of  beauty. 
He  is  fpotted  like  a  leopard,  and 
his  eyes  were  fo  fiery  and  enraged, 
as  to  indicate  the  greatefl  danger 
to  any  one  who  dared  to  mount 
him.  Being  led  round  the  boundary, 
Mahomet  Aga  made  a  fpring, 
feized  him  by  the  reins,  and  in 
an  inflant  vaulted  on  the  back  of 
the  animal,  which,  finding  itfelf 
incumbered  by  a  burden  that  it 
never  before  felt,  and  goaded  by 
the  tightnefs  of  the  Egyptian 
facldle,  gave  loofe  to  his  paffion, 
and,  in  the  height  of  ferocity, 
plunged,  but  in  Vain,  in  every  di¬ 
rection.  The  Mameluke  kept  his 
feat  during  this  proud  dift  raft  ion 
of  the  horfe,  for  more  than  twenty 
minutes,  to  the  utter  aftonifhmenfr 
of  the  Prince  and  every  beholder  ; 
and  the  apparently  ungovernable 
animal  was  at  laft  reduced  to  fo 
tame  and  accommodating  a  ftate, 
as  to  yield  to  the  controul  of  the 
very  able  rider  who  had  thus  fub- 
dued  him.  The  Prince  exprefied 
bimfelf  highly  gratified  ;  greatly 
complimented  the  officer  for  his 
iequeftrian  fkill;  and,  after  retiring 
to  Carlton  Houfe,  ordered  fome 
refrefhment,  when  Elfi  Bey  and  his 
retinue  departed,  not  a  little  proud 
of  the  difplay  of  their  eafy  victory. 

A  dreadful  feene  hap-  , 
pened  this  night  at  Whit-  1 1 * 
ft  able,  near  the  oyfter-ground.  The 
boat  of  the  gun-brig  called  the 
Hackett,  with  ten  men  in  it,  was 
going  to  Faverfham,but  the  weather 
being  bad,  they  returned ;  and  go¬ 
ing  along-fide  of  the  {hip,  the  fails 
of  the  boat  backed,  and  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  Hie  upfet.  Seven  out  of  the 
crew  were  drowned  ;  one  of  the 
other  three  fwam  to  the  item  of 
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the  {hip,  and  faved  his  life ;  the 
other  two  fwam  to  the  buoy,  called 
the  cuilinbin  buoy,  and  were  taken 
off  by  another  boat  that  belonged 
to  the  jolly  boat.  Amongft  the 
fufferers  were  the  doctor  and  a 
midfhipman,  two  fine  men.  The 
(hip  fired  guns  ©f  diftrefs,  and 
hoifted  a  black  flag. 

A  mo  ft  beautiful  vivid 
^  meteor  defcended  this  even¬ 
ing,  about  eight  o’clock  ;  taking 
a  fouth-weft  direction,  and  the 
whole  atmofphere,  for  the  inftant, 
appeared  illumined  with  a  vivid 
flame  of  blue  light.  Its  appear¬ 
ance  was  exactly  that  of  a  fire¬ 
work,  called  a  Bengal  light,  of  a 
bright  blue  flame;  it  was  not  fo 
large  as  has  been  ftated,  nor  was 
its  appearance  accompanied  by  any 
heat  or  noife.  This  phenomenon 
is  not  calculated  to  excite  that  ter¬ 
ror  and  dread  which  in  the  dark 
ages  of  fuperftition,  the  defigning 
were  wont  to  raife.  A  comparifon 
of  well  authenticated  facts  autho- 
xifes  a  conclufion  that  fimilar  events 
are  by  no  means  uncommon  ;  but 
by  happening  in  the  day-time,  cr 
after  the  inhabitants  have,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  retired  to  reft,  they  are  ©b- 
ferved  but  by  few  ;  and  the  re¬ 
lation,  if  made,  difregarded  ;  and 
it  is  perhaps  as  much  owing  to  the 
time  of  the  evening  in  which  this 
meteor  appeared,  as  to  its  magni¬ 
tude  and  brilliancy,  that  it  has  ex¬ 
cited  fo  much  curiofity.  From 
the  circumftance  of  its  appearance 
at  Dover,  Cranbrook ,  Chelmsford, 
Leaves,  Brighthehnjione ,  and  South¬ 
ampton,  compared  with  its  appear¬ 
ance  ip.  London ,  it  feerns  that  the 
body  which  occafloned  this  light 
was  moving  with  incredible  fwift- 
nefs  at  a  vaft  height  above  the 
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earth,  in  a  direction  nearly  weft  ©r 
fouth-weft,  and  in  a  line  palling 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  coaft  of 
Effex.  It  was  expedted  in  due 
courfe  of  time,  to  be  feen  in  France, 
and  probably  further  in  a  fouth- 
weft  direction,  and  in  the  con¬ 
trary  direction  acrofs  England, 
Wales,  and  perhaps  Ireland.  It 
was  obferved  near  the  Horfe- 
guards,  in  Weftminfter,  to  pafs- 
about  28  or  30  degrees  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Zenith,  and  about 
28  or  29  minutes  after  the  hour  of 
eight  by  that  clock,  which  is  well 
and  conftantly  regulated  to  true  or 
near  time  ;  the  whole  time  which 
the  light  occafloned  by  the  meteor 
Lifted,  was  not  eftimated  to  exceed 
five  or  fix  fe coeds.  From  the 
great  height  at  which  this  meteor 
was  moving,  and  its  great  velocity., 
little  expedition  was  entertained 
of  hearing  of  its  fall,  or  of  any  of 
thofe  makes  01  ir®n  and  ftony  mat¬ 
ters  which  have,  in  fo  many  well- 
authenticated  inftafices,  fallen  from 
the  atmofphere,  and  buried  them- 
felves  in  the  earth,  or  the  burfting 
or  extinction  of  many  fimilar  me¬ 
teors. 

As  the  Rev.  Mr.  and  ^  - 
Mrs.  Webber  were  fitting  2^':* 
in  their  parlour  at  Bath  eat  on  par  foil- 
age,  Somerfet,  about  eight  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  there  came  on  a 
a  hail-ftorm,  attended  with  light¬ 
ning,  when  inftantly  the  windew- 
fhutters  burft  open;  the  window 
was  {battered  to  pieces,  and  two 
flate  Hones  were  driven  into  the 
apartment.  The  houfe  had  been ' 
firuck  in  three  directions,  eaft, 
weft,  and  fouth.  It  was  totally- 
ftripped  of  the  thatch,  tome  of 
which  was  carried  by  the  violence 
of  the  wind  to  a  very  great  cuff. 
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tance.  Twelve  out  of  fifteen  win* 
dows,  which  were  in  the  houfe, 
were  literally  Ihivered  to  atoms ; 
and  the  lightning  melted  the  lead 
in  one  of  the  chamber-windows. 
The  roofs  of  a  barn,  liable,  and 
many  other  out-houfes,  were  blown 
in  and  deliroyed.  The  root  of 
the  church  was  flight ly  11  ruck. 
Many  trees  were  rooted  up  and 
carried  to  fame  diftance.  One 
large  apple  tree  was  thrown  to  the 
diftance  of  twenty -four  feet.  Pro¬ 
videntially  no  lives  were  loft. 
The  lightning  continued  very  vi¬ 
vid,  with  very  little  intermiflien, 
the  whole  night. 

Died. — -At Curacloe, near  Wex¬ 
ford,  in  Ireland,  Mr.  John  Tute. 
Though  in  his  noth  year,  he 
pqfleffed  an  unufual  degree  of  chear- 
fulnefs  and  activity,  not  often 
found  in  men  of  half  his  age. 


DECEMBER. 

5p_  A  fad  accident  happened 
4  during  a  gale  in  the  middle 
of  lad  week.  Seven  pilots  be¬ 
longing  to  the  illand  of  Agnes, 
perhhed  near  the  Land's  End.  A 
Guernfey  cutter  privateer,  with  a 
Dutch  Eaft  India  fliip,  her  prize, 
approached  the  iflands  ;  but,  hav¬ 
ing  loll  her  rudder,  it  was  not 
practicable,  the  day  the  pilots  got 
on  board,  from  the  wind  and  tide 
not*  being  fufiiciently  favourable, 
to  bring  her  into  either  of  the 
harbours  at  thefe  Xfles  ;  fhe  was, 
therefore,  brought  to  anchor  as 
near  as  pofiible  on  the  outfide. 
During  the  night,  the  wind  became 
more  adverfe,  fo  that  they  were 


conflrained  to  flip  or  cut ;  biif,  as 
each  vefiel  had  a  pilot  on  board, 
the  boat  with  the  other  five  men 
kept  them  company  ;  but,  the  gale 
increafmg,  imd  fliifting  to  a  dif¬ 
ferent  point,  they  were  all  driven 
off  the  harbour  of  St.  Ive’s,  where 
we  hear  both  fliip  and  cutter  now 
are  in  fafety*  The  men  then  all 
took  the  boat,  with  hopes  of  re¬ 
gaining  home  ;  but,  the  weather 
growing  worfe,  and  they  not  be¬ 
ing  perfectly  acquainted  with  that 
coall,  were  obferved  from  the  land 
all  to  perilh,  without  the  poflibiii  ty 
of  afiiltanee. 

About  two  o’clock  in  the  , 
morning-  a  fire  was  difeovered  ‘ 
in  the  long  range  of  auftion-rooms, 
manufactories,  and  warehoufes,  be¬ 
tween  Frith-ilreet  and  Dcan-llreet, 
Soho.  On  the  firft  alarm,  the  ma- 
nufadlory  of  Jackfon  and  Mofer, 
furnifliing-ironmongers,  and  the 
workfhops  of  Jamefon  and  Willis, 
coach-makers,  appeared  to  be  in 
flames.  The  drums  of  the  St. 
James’s  and  of  the  Royal  Weft- 
minller  Volunteers  immediately 
beat  to  arms,  and  detachments 
from  each  corps  hallened  with 
the  mod  commendable  alacrity 
to  lend  their  affiftance  in  fub- 
d  cling  the  flames,  and  in  protecting 
the  property  of  thofe  perfons 
who  were  ruffering  from  this  ca¬ 
lamity.  About  three,  the  fight 
that  presented  itfelf  was-  truly  awe¬ 
ful,  no  lefs  than  ten  houfes  in  that 
ftreet  being  all  at  once  in  flames, 
without  the  fmalleft  pofiible  chance 
to  fave  one;  and  the  lire  fp reading 
Hill  farther,  and  threatening  de~ 
ftruftion  to  Dean-ftreet,  which  runs 
in  a  parallel  line  with  Frith-Erect. 
At  this  time  the  llreets  were 
crowded  with  the  engines  belong- 
9  ing 
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tng  to  the  different  fire-offices,  perty  of  the  fuffierers.  Mr.  Stacey 

befides  feveral  private  engines,  the  caught  his  infant  in  his  arms, 

whole  of  which  were  rendered  ufe-  forced  through  the  frnoke,  and  de- 
lefs  for  nearly  three  hours  and  a  fired  his  wife  to  follow  him ;  but 
half  before  there  could  be  any  wfiter  the  poor  woman,  unfortunately, 
procured,  excepting  what  was  ear-  perifhed  in  the  attempt.  Her  re- 
ried  in  buckets  from  the  oppofite  mains  were  afterwards  dug  out  of 

houfes.  As  foon  as  a  Efficient  the  ruins.  Great  part  of  the  pre. 

fupply  was  procured,  by  the  ala-  mifes  and  flock  were  infured. 
crity  of  the  firemen  the  flames  were  This  morning,  between 
almofl  immediately  arrefted.  At  three  and  four,  a  poor  man,  2  4th* 
day-light  the  fire  was  exhaufled,  employed  at  Mr.  Elliot's  brew¬ 
ed  the  pi&ure  was  truly  de-  houfe,  Pimlico,  fell  into  the  copper 
plorabie  —  furniture  of  all  kinds  of  boiling  liquor,  and  was  fcalded 
prom ifcuou fly  heaped  together,  to  death  before  he  could  be  got  out. 
whilfl  the  flreets  were  filled  with  He  has  left  a  wife  pregnant,  and 
different  other  articles  faved  from  four  fmall  children, 
deftru&ion  ;  the  feathers  flying-  During  the  fevere  hurri- 
about  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  cane  of  this  day,  the  tops  of  2^* 
fnowy  morning,  whilfl  the  volun-  many  chimneys  in  the  metropolis 
teers  and  firemen  were  above  their  were  blown  down,  and  fome  houfes 
fhoes  in  water.  At  nine  o’clock  the  were  nearly  unroofed.  There  was 
engines  ceafed  playing,  the  whole  no  walking  in  the  flreets  with 
being  then  only  a  heap  of  fmoaking  fafety.  Many  paffengers  were  hurt 
rubbifh.  The  volunteers  kept  on  by  the  failing  of  tiles.  The  cafe- 
guard  the  whole  of  Friday.  The  ment  of  a  window-light  blew 
concourfe  of  fpedators  from  all  down  from  the  garret  window  of 
parts  of  the  town  was  very  great  5  the  Flying-horfe,  Lambeth-ftreet, 
none,  however,  were  permitted  to  Whitechapel,  on  the  head  of  a 
go  through  the  flreets.  Nine  child  who  was  palling  at  the  time, 
houfes  were  completely  deftroyed,  and  fra&ured  its  fkull.  The  in! 
and  ten  others  materially  injured,  fant  was  immediately  taken  to  the 
as  well  as  feveral  in  Dean-ftreet.  hofpital,  but  without  hopes  of  re- 
lath  1  his  morning  about  half-  covery,  A  boy  about  eight  years 
"  ‘  pa  ft  two,  a  fire  was  difeo-  old,  croffing  the  upper  end  of  Park- 

vered  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  ftreet,  was  forcibly  carried,  by  a 
Thomas  Stacey,  at  Ringwood,  Ridden  guff,  to  fome  confiderable 
from  whence  the  flames  were  ra-  diflance,  and  by  its  continued  vi- 
pidly  communicated  to  the  dwell-  olence  rolled  feveral  times  over 
lng- houfes  of.  W.  Rabbits,  W.  along' the  ground  before  he  could 
Pearce,  Mifs  Street,  and  J.  Mor-  be  taken  up;  in  the  fall  his  under  lip 
ggn,  all  of  which  were  in  a  fhort  was  fhockingly  lacerated  through 
time  canfumed.  On  the  firft  alarm  to  the  chin,  and  the  whole  of  his 
that  Mr.  Stacey’s  houfe  was  on  face  very  much  bruifed :  he  was 
Are,  the  inhabitants  haftened  to  carried  to  a  furgeon  in  North 
lend  their  affiflance  in  fubduing  the  Audley-ftreet.  A  flack  of  chim- 
and  in  protefting  the  pro.  neyi  in  St.  James's -place  was 

blown 
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blown  down ;  they  fell  over  the 
parapet  into  the  Areet,  but  happily 
no  perfon  was  palling  at  the  time. 
Another  flack  in  Norris-Areet, 
Hay  market,  was  blown  down. 
About  the  fame  time,  the  parapet 
of  the  front  of  a  public-houfe  in 
Sutton. flreet,  Soho-fquare,  had  the 
fame  mifchance,  attended  by  flmila'r 
clrcamAances.  Much  damage  has 
been  done  upon  the  river.  Be¬ 
tween  Blackfriars  and  London 
bridges,  four  wherries  were  over- 
fet  and  funk.  Two  coal-barges 
broke  from  their  mootings,  and 
drove  upon  the  darlings  of  London 
bridge,  where  they  were  dafhed  to 
pieces  by  the  impetuofity  of  the 
waves ;  fortunately  no  perfons  were 
on  board.  The  fmall  veffels  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
volunteers  and  impreffed  featnen 
from  the  Tender,  Aationed  off  the 
Tower,  to  the  Nore,  were  unable 
to  proceed  farther  than  Limehonfe. 
The  men  were  accordingly  taken 
out  at  that  place,  and  conveyed  to 
their  defcination  in  veffels  better 
calculated  to  combat  the  Aorm.  A 
larue  tier  ef  Alims  were  driven 
from  their  moorings  at  Shad  well, 
and  received  much  injury.  Every 
other  part  ofthq:  river  has  buffered, 
more  or  iefs,  from  the  fame  caufe. 
In  the  Wet  Docks,  in  the  Ide  of 
Dogs,  though  feveral  prize-fhips 
broke  from  their  moorings  by  the 
badnefs  of  their  own  tackling,  the 
mooring-ftones  remained  perfedly 
Heady,  as  did  all  the  flips  that  were 
properly  moered.  Some  trifling 
damage  was  done  to  the  copper 
roofs  lately  fixed  on  one  or  two 
of  the  new  warehoufes,  and  to  the 
Ihed  upon  the  North  Quay.- — AL, 
mod  every  unfimifhed  new  building 
along  the  Suffex  coaft  has  been 
levelled  with  the  ground ;  and 


chimneys,  to  the  great  anndyance 
and  danger  of  the  inhabitants, 
have  been  precipitated  through  the 
roofs,  and  many  of  them  have 
made  their  way  to  the  ground  floor. 
A  confiderable  part  of  the  antient 
wall  which  furreunds  the  dd  park 
at  Canonbury,  with  the  embank¬ 
ment  thrown  up  for  the  bail- firing 
of  the  London  Volunteer  Corps, 
were  levelled  with  the  ground ;  , 
and  part  of  the  Royal  Standard  was 
blown  from  Windfor  CaAle. 

Died.'— id.  At  his  houfe  at 
Batterfea  Rife,  Surrey,  in  his  69th 
year,  of  a  dropfical  complaint,  to 
which  he  had  been  for  fome  time 
fubjeft,  Thomas  AAle,  Efq.  F.A.S. 
1763,  F.R.S.  1766,  a  gentleman 
well  known  for  his  extenfive  and 
accurate  acquaintance  with  the 
hiAory  and  antiquities  of  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  keeper  of  the  records  in  the 
Tower,  and  late  one  of  the  keepers 
of  the  paper-office ;  truftee  of  the 
Britifh  Mufeurn,  where,  when  a 
young  man,  he  was  employed  to 
make  an  index  to  the  Harleian  Ca¬ 
talogue  of  MSS. ;  F.  R.  S.  Edinb. 
Reg.  Sclent.  Soc.  Ifland.  Soc.  An- 
tiq.  Caffel.  &  See.  Volfcorum  Ve- 
litris  fod.  honorar.  He  was  fon  of 
Mr.  Daniel  AAle,  keeper  of  Need- 
wood  foreA,  in  the  county  of  Staf¬ 
ford,  who  died  1774,  and  was  bu¬ 
ried  in  Yoxall  church,  where  a  neat 
mural  monument  is  erefled  to  his 
memory  (fee  it  in  Shaw’s  HiAory 
of  Stafford  (hire.,  I.  101)  and  who 
appears  to  have  been  defeended 
from  a  family  of  that  name  refident 
at,  and  lords  of,  the  manor  of 
Fauld,  in  Hanbury  pariAi  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  feat  of  Burton,  the  Lei- 
ceAerfhire  antiquary.  Mr.  A., 
about  1763,  obtained  the  patron¬ 
age  of  Mr.  Grenville,  then  flrft* 
Lord  of  the  Treafury  and  Chan¬ 
cellor 
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cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  em¬ 
ployed  him  as  well  in  his  public 
as  private  affairs  ;  and  joined  him 
-in  a  commiffion  with  the  late  Sir 
Jofeph  Ay  Ioffe,  Bart,  and  Dr, 
JDucarel,  for  fuperintending  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  public  records  at 
Weftminfter.  On  the  death  of  Iris 
colleagues,  Mr.  Topham  was  fub- 
fti tu  ted  ;  and  both  were  removed 
by  Mr.  Pitt  during  his  adminiftra- 
tion.  In  1765  he  was  appointed 
receiver- general  of  fix-pence  in  the 
pound  on  the  civil  lift.  In  1766 
he  was  confulted  by  the  committee 
ol  the  Houfe  of  Lords  concerning 
the  printing  of  the  antient  records 
of  parliament.  To  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  this  work  he  intro¬ 
duced  his  father-in-law  Mr.  Mo- 
rant  ;  and,  on  his  death,  in  1770, 
was  himfelf  appointed  by  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  to  carry  on  the  work ; 
a  fervice  in  which  he  was  employed 
till  its  completion,  five  years  after¬ 
wards.  He  was  then  appointed, 
on  the  death  of  Henry  Rooke, 
Efq.  his  Ma jelly's  chief  clerk  in 
the  record  office  in  the  Tower  of 
London ;  and,  on  the  deceafe  of 
Sir  John  Shelley,  he  fucceeded  to 
the  office  of  keeper  of  the  records* 
Mr*  A.  was  feveral  times  on  the 
Continent  on  literary  purfuits*  His 
publications  were  numerous  and 
fcientific. 

17th.  At  Llanfihangel,  in  Mon- 
mouthfhire,  in  his  103d  year,  Mr. 
John  Powell.  About  twelve  months 
before  his  death  he  often  walked 
ten  miles  a  day.  He  retained  his 
faculties  to  the  laft  ;  and  could  fee 
to  read  the  fmallell  print  without 
glades. 
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BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1803/ 

Jan.  9.  Lady  Erroll,  a  daughter. 
1 1 ,  Marchionefs  of  Bure,  a 
fon. 

16.  Vifcountefs  Powerfcourtj 
a  daughter. 

Cduntefs  of  Limerick,  a 
daughter. 

22.  Lady  William  RufTel,  a 
daughter. 

24.  Lady  Le  Defpenccr,*  a 

daughter. 

25.  Lady  Hervey,  a  fon. 

28.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

j.  T.  Capel,  a  fon. 

30.  Lady  Clifford,  a  fon. 
Lately,  the  Countefs  of 
Banden,  a  fon. 

Lady  Mary  Murray,  a 
daughter. 

Lady  Charles  Fitzroy,  a 
daughter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Capt.  Ramfay,  of  the 
92d  foot,  a  daughter. 
The  Lady  of  the  Hon  .•  and 
Rev.  Dr.  Marlham,  a 
^  daughter. 

Feb.  5.  Hon.  Mrs.  Baird,  wife 
of  Lieut.  Col.  B.,  a 
fon. 

{?•  The  Countefs  ofllcheder, 

a  fon. 

Lady  Robert  Fitzgerald, 
her  fixth  daughter  and 
eighth  child. 

7.  Lady  Mulgrave,  a  daugh¬ 

ter. 

8.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Poyntz, 

a  daughter. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Parker,  a 
daughter. 

9»  Vifcountefs  Southwell,  a 
%  daughter. 

II#  The  Hon*.  Mrs.  Smith, 
a  Son. 

fi  Feb, 
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Feb.  i  2.  Lady  Charles  Somerfet, 
a  foil.  , 

’y 

14.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Spends 
Percival,  Lady  of  the 
Attorney-General,  a 
ion. 

18.  Hon.  Mrs.  Ryder  a 
(faugh  ter. 

20.  The  Queen  of  Pruflia,  a 
^rincefs. 

Lady  Blaney,  a  fon. 

24.  The  Lady  of  the  Lion. 

Sir  Edward  Carring¬ 
ton,  a  fon. 

25.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

John  Bridgman,  a  fon. 

28.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Col.  W.  Mordaunt 
Maitland,  a  fon. 
Lately,  Lady  Stanley,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

G.Villiers,  a  daughter. 
The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Tvvide- 
ton,  a  daughter. 
March  i.  Lady  Paget,  a  fon. 

3.  VifcoOntefs  Middleton, 

a  daughter. 

4.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

St.  George  Caulfield, 
a  daughter. 

23.  The  countefs  of  Cork,  a 

fon. 

16.  The  Duchefs  of  Man- 
chefler,  a  daughter. 

24.  The  Lady  of  the  Bilkop 

of  St.  Afaph,  a  fon. 
Lady  Elizabeth  Lofty*, 
a  fon. 

31.  The  hereditary  Princefs 
of  Mecklenburg  Schwe¬ 
rin,  a  Princefs. 

Lately,  Lady  Jl,  St. 
George,  a  daughter. 
A*p*il  6t  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

James  Abejcrojaby,  a 
lon6 


Xpril  10.  Lady  C.  Drummond,  a 

fon. 

12.  Countefs  of  Berkeley,  a 
daughter. 

25.  Lady  Wiiliam  Beau- 

clerk,  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  Lord  Vif- 
count  Brome,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

29.  Lady  G.  H.  Cavendifn, 

a  daughter. 

May  2.  Lady  Lellie,  a  daugh 
ter. 

4.  Lady  Catherine  Graham, 

a  daughter. 

3*  Lady  Sefton,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Countefs  Sutherland,  a 
fon. 

26.  ^he  Hon.  Mrs.  Boyle, 

a  daughter. 

30.  The  Lady  of  the  Right 

Hon.  Denis  Browne, 
a  fon. 

June  8.  Lady  Henry  Steward,  ss 
fon  and  heir. 

1 2.  Lady  Mary  Myers,  a 
fon. 

16,  The  Countefs  of  Albe¬ 
marle,  a  daughter. 

24.  Lady  Morpeth,  a  daugh¬ 

ter. 

25.  Vifcountefs  Boyle,  fe 

daughter. 

26.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

and  Rev.  Thomas  de 
Grey,  a  daughter. 

28.  Lady  Cathcart,  a  fon. 
July  2.  Lady  Sinclair,  a  fpn. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Lawrence  Dundas,  a 
,  daughter. 

5.  Lady  Vifcountefs  Afh- 

brooke,  a  daughter. 

7.  Lady  Charlotte  Gould* 
a  fon  and  heir 

12,  Lady  Louifa  Rodney,  * 

daughter. 

July 
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Mr  37,  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Bentick, 
wife  of  Governor  B,,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

25.  Lady  A.  M.  Cotton*  a 
fon. 

27.  Vifcountefs  Duslovv,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

Lately,  Lady  Maxwell, 
a  fon. 

29.  The  Lady  of  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Ellenborough, 
their  tenth  child. 

A ag.  8.  Vifcountefs  Kirkwall*  a 
fon  and  heir. ' 

a  2.  TheMarchionefsofWin. 
chefter,  a  fon  and  heir* 

13.  Lady  Pelham,  a  daugh¬ 

ter. 

1 4.  Lady  Sarah  Baily,  a  fon* 

i6„  Lady  Jane  Long,  a  fon. 

17.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Bernard, 

a  daughter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Archibald  Macdonald, 
a  fon. 

Sept.  4.  The  wife  of  Col.  Low* 
tlier,  a  daughter. 

13.  The  Countefs  of  Mans* 
field,  a  daughter. 

2 4,  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Dundas, 
a  daughter. 

19.  The  Queen  of  Sardinia, 
two  Princeffes,  whom 
the  Pope  baptized  on 
the  following  day, 
by  the  names  of  Ma¬ 
ria  Therefa,  and  Ma¬ 
rianna. 

$t.  Lady  Augufta  Leith,  a 
fon. 

Lady  Douglas,  a  fon. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Lowther, 
a  fon. 

Lady  Hunloke,  a  fon. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  King,  a 
daughter. 

Lady  Southampton,  a 
daughter 


Q&.  1.  Lady  Lowvaine,  a  fon. 
Lady  Charlotte  Lenox/ 
a  daughter. 

4.  Lady  Ann  Alhley,  a  fon* 
32.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon, 
and  Rey*  Hen.  Ryder, 
a  fon. 

1 7.  TheMarchionefsofBath>4 
a  fon . 

2 1 .  The  Duchefs  of  Somerfet^ 

a  daughter. 

22.  Lady  Caroline  Stuart 

Wortley,  a  daughter. 
27.  Lady  Caroline  Rulhout* 
a  daughter. 

30,  Lady  Charlotte  Howard, 

a  daughter. 

31.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon* 

Col.  Vaughan,  M.  F. 
a  fon* 

Lately,  the  Countefs  of 
Meath,  a  fon. 

Lady  Catherine  Barlow, 
a  fon. 

Not,  5.  Lady  Vifcountefs  Falk¬ 
land,  a  fon. 

6.  Vifcountefs  Andover,  a 
daughter. 

8.  The  Countefs  Talbot,  a 
fon, 

2  0,  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
George  Neville,  a  fon* 

13.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

E.  J.  Tumour,  a  kill 
born  fon* 

14.  Lady  Amelia  Raye*  3 

a  fon* 

19.  Lady  Wilton,  a  fon. 

20.  Mrs.  Jordan,  a  daugh¬ 

ter. 

24.  Lady  Aniherft,  a  fon. 
Dec.  12*  Hon.  Mrs*  Warneford, 
a  daughter* 

17*  The  Lady  of  the  Hon, 
William  Fitzfoy,  a 
fon. 

ityi  The  Hon.  Mrs,  Petree^ 
a  daughter. 

*  E  2  Dec. 
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Dec.  27.'  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Grenfell, 
wife  of  Pafcoe,  G., 

EfqvM.P.,  a  daughter. 

Lady  Mary  Fludyer,  a 
fon. 


& - - - — - - * 

MARRIAGES  for  the  Year  i?oj. 

Lately,  Lord  Clonbrock,- 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Blake,  only  child  and 
Heirefs  oi  Lord  Wallf- 
vourt,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Louth. 

William  Bagwell,  Efq. 
to  the  eldeft  daughter 
of  the  late  Admiral 
Lord  Graves. 

Jan.  3.  Lord  Andover,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Dutton. 

6.  Lord  Delaval,  to  Mifs 
Knight. 

xo.  The  Hon.  and  Rev* 
George  Ruihout,  fan 
©f  Lady  Northwick, 
to  Lady  Caroline 
Stewart,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Galloway. 

13.  Rev.  William  Digby, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  C. 
F.  Digby,  Maid  of 
Honour  to  her  Ma. 
jelly. 

16.  Charles  Morley  Balders, 
Efq.-  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Hare,  daughter  of 
Lord  Ennifmore. 

Feb.  2.  J*  B.  Ponfonby,  Efq.  to 
Lady  Frances  Villiers. 

4.  Capt,  George  Hope,  of 
the  Royal  Navy,  to 
Lacfy  jemima  John- 
done. 

q,  The  Hon.  Major  Gen. 
Hope,  to  Mifs  Louifa 


Dorothea-  Wed-c  - ' 

burn. 

Feb.  19.  Lord  William  Cavendifh 
Bentinck,  to  the  Hon* 
Mifs  Achefon. 

March  7.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Dot  tor-, 
brother  to  Lord  Sher¬ 
borne, to  Mifs  Honor  ia: 
Gubbins. 

$.•  The  Hon.  Alexander 
Murray,  to  Mifs  OIL 
phant. 

®T .  The  Hon.  Andrew  Coch¬ 
rane  Johnfon,  to  Ma¬ 
dame  Amelia  Con- 
ftance  Gertrude  Eli- 
ennette  de  Clugny. 

29.  Lord  Montgomery,  to 
Lady  Mary  Montgo¬ 
mery. 

April  fi.  Honourable  Mr.  Smith, 
to  the  youngell  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Johm  Tylee, 
Efq. 

1 5 .  Lord  Polkemmet,  to  M ifs- 
Sinclair.. 

36.  Lord  Cloncurry,  to 
Eliza,  youngeiidaugh- 
ter  of  Major  Gen, 
Morgan. 

21.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Ken¬ 
yon,  to  Mifs  Charlotte 
Lloyd. 

J.  M.  Scott,  Efq.  to 
Lady  Arabella  Bra- 
bazon. 

May  4.  Thomas  D.  Hal!,  Efq, 
of  Seymour-ftreet,  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Ly~ 
faght,  daughter  of 
Lady  Lifle. 

5.  Thomas  Tenifon,  Efq- 
to  Lady  Frances  King. 

9.  'Ihe  Hon.  Henry  Black¬ 
wood,  Captain  in  the: 
Royal  Navy,  to  Mifs 
Gore. 

Mayi 
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May  24.  Lord  Vifcount  Galway, 
to  the  widow  of  P. 
Drummond,  Efq. 

June  4.  The  Hon,  and  Rev, 
John  Blackwood,  to 
the  widow  of  Colonel 
Brice. 

*6.  Lord  Redefdaie,  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  to  ’Lady  'Fra, 
Percival. 

7.  Honourable  and  Rev, 

W.  Cape],  to  Mils 
Salter. 

William  Strode,  Efq.  of 
Northaw,  to  the  Hon, 
Mrs.  W.  Finch. 

8.  Lieut.  Col.  Maitland,  to 

the  fecoud  daughter  of 
Lady  Crofton. 

23.  His  Grace,  John,  Duke 

of  Bedford,  to  Lady 
Georgia na  Gordon. 
27.  Lord  Graves,  to  Lady 
Mary  Paget. 

.Aug,  4.  Lord  Vifcount  Fincaftle, 
to  Lady  Sufan  Hamil¬ 
ton. 

■is.  Phillip  Roche,  Efq.  to 
the  Hon.  Anne  Plun¬ 
kett. 

Hon.  John  Dutton,  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Legge. 
1 3.  Sir  Charles  Douglas,  to 
Lady  Caroline  Scot, 
third  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Buccleugh. 

24.  Inigo  Freeman  Thomas, 

Efq.  to  the  Hon.  Mils 
Broderick. 

Sept,  5.  David  Erfkine,  Efq.  to 
the  youngeft  daughter 
of  the  late  John,  Lord 
Keith  Elphinftone. 

20.  The  Hon.  Mr.Wellefley, 
to  Lady  Charlotte, 
feeond  daughter  of 
jLord  Gadogan, 
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Nov.  1.  George  Aufl,  Efq.  to  the 
Hon.  Mts.. Murray. 

5.  Rev,  E.  Evans,  M.  A, 

to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Bradihaw. 

6.  At  Berlin,  Francis  James 

Jackfon,  Efq.  .envoy 
extraordinary  and  mi« 
nifter  plenipotentiary 
at  that  Court,  to  Ma. 
demoifelle  Dorville, 
daughter  of  the  lord 

•P 

•lie ward,  of  the  court 
of  the  late  Elizabeth, 
of  Prufiia. 

10.  The  Earl  of  Belvidere, 
to  Mifs  M‘Cay. 

19.  Lord  Vifcount  Mahon, 

to  the  Hon.  Catherine 
Lucy  Smith. 

23.  His  Excellency  Comte 
de  Ralle.y,  to  Made- 
moifelle  Adelaide, 
Princefs  of  Bourbon. 
28.  William  Churchill,  Efq. 
to  the  Gountefs  of 
Strafford. 

Dec.  1.  T.  Walpole,  Efq.  to  Lady 
Margaret  Percival. 
The  Hon.  E.  P.  Irby, 
Captain  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  to  Emily,  ;fe- 
cond  daughter  of  the 
late  William  Drake, 
M.  P.  for  Amerfham, 
Bucks. 

4.  Sir  Thomas  Manners 
Sutton,  Solicitor  ge¬ 
neral  to  his  Majdty, 
to  Mifs  Copley. 

20.  Mr.  Serjeant  Vaughan, 

to  Augufta,  feeond 
daughter  of  Lord  St* 
John, 

Rev.  R.  F.  Halifax,  fon 
of  the  late  Bifhop  of 
St.  Afaph,  to  Mis 
Ricketts. 

*  E  3  Dec. 
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Dec.  2o.  jBaron  Spaen,  to  Lady 
Louifa  King. 

Lately,  Michael  Cox, 
Efq,  to  the  Hon,  Mifs 
Prittie. 


PROMOTIONS  for  the  Year 
1803. 

Whitehall \  Jan.  J.  Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Steele,  and  John  Hiley 
Addington,  Efq.  appointed  pay- 
jnafter.. general  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces ;  the  latter  vice  Lord  Glen- 
bervie,  refigned. 

War-Officey  Jan.  4,  Brevet.  Col. 
Hugh  Lyle  Carmichael,  of  the  2d 
Weft-India  regiment,  to  be  briga¬ 
dier-general  in  the  ifland  of  Ja¬ 
maica  only. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  5.  Right  fjon. 
Sylvefter  Lord  Glenbervie,  ap¬ 
pointed  furveyor-general  of  his 
Majefty’s  woods,  oaks,  forefts,  and 
chaces,  vice  Robinfon,  dec, 

7th.  The  king  has  been  graci- 
piiUy  pleafed,  in  confideration  of 
die  fignal  feiwices  performed  to  his 
Majefty,  and  to  his  ally  the  Otto¬ 
man  Emperor,  by  Sir  William  Sid¬ 
ney  Smith,  knight,  commander  and 
grand  crofs  of  the  royal  Swedifh 
military  order  of  the  fword,  a  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  royal  navy,  and  repre- 
fentative  for  the  pity  of  Rpphefter, 
in  the  parliament  of  the  united 
kingdom;  and  to  evince  the  fenfe 
which  his  Majpfty  entertains  of 
the  great  ability  and  heroic  perfer 
verancp  manifefted  by  hjn\»  the 
faid  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith* 
upon  divers  oceafions,  and  more 
efpecially  of  his  able  and  highly 
diftingudhed  conduct  in  the  defence 
of  the  town  of  St,  John  d’Aure, 
in  Syria,  in  the  ye^r  37995  his 


royal  licence  and  authority,  that  h$ 
niay  bear  the  following  honourable 
augmentations  to  the  armorial  en- 
figns,  borne  by  his  family,  viz. 
on  the  cheveron,  a  wreath  of  lau¬ 
rel,  accompanied  by  two  erodes 
calvary ;  and,  on  a  chief  of  aug¬ 
mentation,  the  interior  of  an  an¬ 
cient  fortification,  in  perfpe&ive; 
In  the  angle  a  breach ;  and,  on  the 
fides  of  the  faid  breach,  the  Hand, 
ard  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and 
the  union  flag  of  Great  Britain,  a% 
then  difplayed;  and  for  creft,  the 
imperial  Ottoman  chelengk,  or 
plume  of  triumph,  upon  a  turban-^ 
in  allufion  to  the  highly  honour¬ 
able  and  diitinguiihed  decoration 
tranfmitted  by  his  faid  imperial 
Majefty  to  Sir  William  Sidney 
Smith,  in  teftimony  of  his  efteem, 
and  in  acknowledgment  of  his  me, 
ritorious  exertions  in  the  aforefaid 
defence;  and  the  family  creft,  viz. 
a  leopard’s  head,  collated  and  lined, 
iffuant  out  of  an  oriental  crown  r 
the  faid  arms  and  creft s  to  be  borne 
by  him,  the  faid  Sir  William  Sid. 
ney  Smith,  and  by  his  ilfue,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  motto,  “  Cosur 
Lion.”  And  although  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  bearing  fupporters  be 
limited  to  the  peers  of  the  realm, 
the  knights  of  his  Majefty’s  orders, 
and  the  proxies  of  princes  of  the 
blood  royal  at  installations,  except 
in  fuch  cafes  wherein,  under  parti, 
cular  circumftances,  his  Majefty 
has  been  pleafed  to  grant  his  efpe- 
cial  licence  for  the  ufe  thereof ; 
yet,  in  order  to  give  a  further  tef- 
timpny  of  his  Majefty’s  particular 
approbation  of  the  fervices  of  the 
faid  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  he 
has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  allow 
him  to  bear,  for  fupporters  to  his 
arms,  a  tiger  guardant,  naval ly 
crowned  ;  in  the  mouth  a  pain* 

branch* 
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branch ,  being  the  fymbol  of  vic¬ 
tory,  fupporting  the  union  flag  of 
Great  Britain,  with  the  infcrip- 
tion,  <(  Jerusalem,  i  799^^^  upon 
the  profs  of  Saint  George;  and  a 
Jamb,  murally  crowned ;  in  the 
mouth  an  olive  branch,  being  the 
fymbol  of  peace,  fupporting  the 
banner  of  Jcrufalem:  the  faid  ar¬ 
morial  enfigns  being  firft  duly  ex¬ 
emplified  according  to  the  laws  of 
arms,  and  recorded  in  the  heralds’ 
office.  And  alio  to  order  that  this 
his  >Majefty’s  fajd  conceffion  and 
efpecial  mark  of  his  royal  favour 
be  reo-iftered  in  the  college  of 

o  •  o 

arms. 

War. Office,  Jan.  1 5.  Hofpital- 
ftaff  furgeon  Alexander  Lawrie, 
from  half-pay,  to  be  furgeon  of  a 
recruiting  diftridl,  vice  Waugh,  re¬ 
moved  to  the  firft  royal  garrifon 
battalion. 

War.Qffice,  Jan.  23.  Barracks, 
George  Little  (lieutenant  on  half¬ 
pay),  to  be  barrack-mafter  in  Great 
Britain,  vice  Fox,  refigned. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  29.  Wm.  Drum¬ 
mond,  Efq.  to  be  his  Majefty’s 
embaiTador-extraordinary  and  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  the  Sublime  Otto¬ 
man  Porte. — Hugh  Elliot,  Efq.  to 
be  his  Majefty’s  envoy-extraordi¬ 
nary  and  minifter- plenipotentiary 
to  the  court  of  Naples. — Anthony 
Merry,  Efq.  to  be  his  Majefty’s 
envoy-extraordinary  and  minifter- 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States 
of  America. — Edward  Thornton, 
Efq.  to  be  his  Majefty’s  fecretary 
of  legation  at  the  Hague. 

St.  James's,  Feb.  2.  Major 
Charles  Holloway,  of  the  royal 
engineers,  knighted. 

Whitehall ,  Feb.  3.  Hon,  and 
Rev.  George  Pelharn,  D.  D.  recom¬ 
mended,  by  conge  d'elire,  to  be 
defted  Bifhop  of  JJrlftol,  vi0  Dr. 


H.  F.  Walker,  tranflated  to  the 
fee  of  Hereford. 

Doivning-Jireet,  Feb.  5.  Col. 
Thomas  Hiflop,  appointed  lieute. 
nant-governor  of  the  ifland  of  Gre¬ 
nada  and  its  dependencies. 

War  -Office ,  Feb.  5,  Brevet.  CoL 
Thomas  Hiflop,  of  the  1  ith  Weft- 
India  regiment,  to  be  brigadier- 
general  in  the  leeward  and  wind¬ 
ward  Charribbee  Iflands  only. 

Dublin  Cajile,  Feb.  1 1.  Edmond 
Henry  Vifcount  Limerick,  created 
Earl  of  Limerick  ;  and  William 
Power  Keating,  Vifcount  Dunlo, 
Earltof Clancarty ,  co.  Cork.  Char¬ 
lotte  Baronefs  Newcomen,  wife  of 
Sir  William  Gleadowe  Newcomen, 
Bart,  created  VifcOuntefs  ^New¬ 
comen,  of  Mofs  town,  co.  Long¬ 
ford,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs- 
male  of  her  body  by  the  faid  Sir 
William  Gleadowe  Newcomen. 

St.  Jama's,  Feb.  16.  Right 
Hon.  John  Hiley  Addington,  {Worn 
of  his  Majefty's  moft  honourable 
privy-council. 

Dublin  Cajile,  Feb.  22.  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Donegal,  fworn  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  moft  honourable  privy- 
council. 

War. Office,  Feb.  22.  Brevet. 
Col.  Robert  Brereton,  of  the  63d 
foot,  to  be  brigadier-general  in 
die  Windward  and  Leeward  Cha¬ 
ri  bbee  Iflands  only. — Garrifons. 
Rev.  Thomas  Maurice,  late  chap¬ 
lain  at  Tobago,  to  be  chaplain  to 
the  garrifon  of  Trincomale,  in  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon.-—  Barracks.  Mi¬ 
chael  Gordon,  to  be  barrack-mafter 
at  Shelburne,  in  Nova  Scotia,  vice 
Flynn,  appointed  pay-mafter  of  a 
recruiting  diftri<ft.  Robert  Foy, 
Efq.  (captain,  on  half.pay,  of  ma¬ 
rines)  to  be  a  barrack-mafter  in 
Great  Britain,  vice  Thomas  Foy, 
refigned. 

*£  f  ’  Whitehall \ 
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Whitehall,  March  4.  George 
Harrifon,  Efq.  Norroy  king  of 
arms,  appointed  Clarenceux  king 
of  arms,  and  principal  herald  of  the 
fouth,  eaft,  and  weft  parts  of  Eng¬ 
land,  <vice  Lock,  dec. 

War-Office ,  March  5.  Staff,  John 
Sweetland,  to  be  principal  com  mif¬ 
fary  of  {lores  and  provifions  at  Gi¬ 
braltar.—  Royal  Military  College . 
Lieut. -col.  James  Butler,  of  the 
invalid  artillery,  to  be  commandant 
of  the  junior  department.  Major 
Benj.  D5 Urban,  of  the  89th  foot, 
to  be  fuperintendant  of  the  junior 
department,  vice  Butler. — Barracks . 
Thomas  Phillips,  to  be  a  barrack- 
mafter  in  Great  Britain,  vice  Bowen, 
refigned . — Hofpital-Jlaff.  Apothe¬ 
cary  Stewart  Henderfon,  from  half¬ 
pay,  to  be  furgeon  of  the  Athlone 
recruiting  diftridl,  vice  Muttle- 
burv,  removed  to  Marlborough. 

Whitehall ,  March  8.  Rer.  Pe¬ 
ter  Matter,  prefen  ted  to  the 
church  and  paiifh  of  New  Luce,  in 
the  pretbytery  of  Stranrawer,  and 
county  ©f  Wigtown  $  and  Rev.  An¬ 
drew  Jamefon,  to  the  church  and 
parifli  of  St.  Mungo,  in  the  prefhy- 
tery  of  Lochmaban,  and  county  of 
Dumfries,  mite  Dickfon,  dec. 

War-Office ,  March  12.  Staff, 
Brevet-major  Charles  Irvine,  of 
the  85th  foot,  to  be  deputy-quarter- 
matter, general  to  the  forces  Term¬ 
ing  in  Jamaica,  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army,  w 
M‘Murdo  refigned.  Lieut. -col. 
Willoughby  Gordon,  of  the  85th 
foot,  to  be  deputy -adjutant-general 
to  the  faid  forces,  vice  Irvine. 
Brevet-major  Wm.  Gifford,  of  the 
26th  foot,  to  be  deputy-adjutant- 
general  to  the  troops  at  Malta, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- colonel 
id  the  aripy,  vice  Fitzgerald,  dec« 


Major  Charles  Philipps,  of  the  44th 
foot,  to  be  deputy-quarter-mafter- 
general  to  the  laid  troops,  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in 
the  army,  vice  Airey,  refigned. 

War-Office ,  March  15.  Staff, 
major-general  Robert  Brownrigg, 
to  be  quarter-mafter-general  to  the 
forces,  vice  Gen.  Durnjas,  who  is 
placed  on  the  ftaff  as  a  general,  and 
refigns  his  office  as  quarter-matter 
general  of  the  forces. 

St.  James’ s,  March  1 6.  Wil¬ 
liam  Paxton,  William  Blizard,  and 
Charles  Blicke,  Efqrs.  knighted. 

War-Office ,  March  19.  KofpL 

tal-ftaff  furgeon - -  Albert,  from 

half-pay,  to  be  furgeon  to  the  ca¬ 
valry  depot  at  Maidftone,  vice 
Grant,  exchanged. 

Whitehall ,  March  26.  Mr.  Pa¬ 
trick  Fotheringham,  appointed 
commiffary  of  the  commi  fib  riot  of 
Orkney  and  Zetland,  vice  Stewart, 
dec. 

War -Office ,  March  26.  Barracks 
Henry  Strachey  Amiel,  Efq.  cap¬ 
tain,  on  hall-pay,  of  the  8th  Weft  . 
India  regiment,  to  be  barrack- 
matter  in  Great  Britain,  vice  Win, 
chefter,  refigned. 

Whitehall ,  March  29.  Rev.  Pe 
ter  Hawker,  jun.  of  Woodchefter 
co.  Gloucefter,  appointed  one  of  the 
domeftic  chaplains  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
vice  Peach,  dec. 

St.  James’s,  March  30.  James 
Duberley,  of  Gains-hall,  Hunting- 
donfhire,  Efq.  Francis  Searle,  of 
Kingfton-upon- Thames,  Efq.  and 
John  Dumarefq,  Efq.  knighted. 

War-Office ,  April  2.  Barracks 
Geo.  Lane,  Efq.  late  captain  in  the 
4th  foot,  to  be  barrack-matter  in 
Great  Britain,  vice  Venables,  dec. 
Wm,  Byam,  late  barrack-matter  at 

Silver- 
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Silver-hill,  to  be  barrack-mafter 
in  Great  Britain,  vice  Harben, 
dec. 

Whitehall,  April  q.  Ralph  Big- 
l?nd,  Efq.  Richmond  herald,  ap¬ 
pointed  Norroy  king  of  arms,  and 
principal  herald  of  the  north  parts 
of  England,  vice  Harrifon,  promo¬ 
ted  to  the  office  of  Clarenceux  king 
of  arms. 

Whitehall ',  April  9.  Right  Hoq. 
b  rancis  Lord  Napier,  appointed  his 
Majefty’shigh  commiflioner  to  the 
General  Aftembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland. 

War -Office,  April  9.  Staff, 
Lieut. -col.  Lewis  Lindentha),  of 
the  Queen’s  German  regiment ; 
Daniel  Patterfon,  on  the  retired 
lift  of  the  invalids;  Wm.  Eden,  of 
the  79th  foot ;  George  Murray,  of 
the  3d  regiment  of  foot-guards; 
and  John  Brown,  of  the  royal  ftaff- 
corps,  to  be  affiftants  to  the  quar- 
ter-mafter-general  of  the  forces. — 
Royal  Military  Ajylum .  George  Wil- 
Jiamfon,  Efq.  late  captain  in  the 
70th  foot,  to  be  commandant  of  the 
Royal  Military  Afylum,  with  the 
rank  ol  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
army,  fo  long  as  he  (hall  retain  the 
ft  tuation  of  commandant. — HcfpitaL 

Apothecary - Crump,  from 

half -pay,  to  be  furgeon  of  the  New- 
ry  recruiting  diftrift,  vice  Graham. 
To  be  furgeons  of  recruiting  dif- 
tridfs  in  Great  Britain :  furgeon 
— 7 —  Graham,  from  the  Newry 
recruitjng  diftridt,  vice  Tayler,  re¬ 
tired  on  half-pay  ;  furgeon  Robert 
b  reer,  from  half-pay  ;  and  apothe¬ 
cary  J.  H.  Beaumont,  from  half- 
pay. 

Downing ffi reet ,  April  19.  James 
Gambler,  Efq.  appointed  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  conful-general  at  Liffion, 

War-Office,  April  19.  Hofpital- 
Ralph  Green,  M,  D.  to  be 


affiftant-lnfpe&or  of  hofpitals,  vice 
Franklin,  promoted.  John  Webb, 
M.  D.  to  be  aftiftant-infpedlor  of 
hofpitals.  Surgeon  M.  Bolton,  to 
be  infpedfor  of  fiejd-hofpitals,  vice 
Green,  promoted.  Apothecary 
George  Mackenzie,  from  half-pay, 
to  be  furgeon  of  a  recruiting  dif- 
tridft,  vice  Fleming,  d^c. 

Whitehall,  April  19.  Richard, 
Earl  of  Qfcvan,  major-general  of 
his  Majefty’s  forces,  permitted  to 
receive  and  wear  the  badge  of  the 
order  of  the  Crefcent,  tranfmitted 
to  him  by  the  Grand  Seignior. 

War-Office ,  April  23.  Staff, 
Stephen  Aveling,  Efq.  late  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  65th  foot,  to  be  pay. 
mailer  of  a  recruiting  diftridf .  Af- 
ftftant  commiftaries,  Wm.  jeife 
Cooper,  and  Charles  Wright,  to 
be  deputy  commiiTaries-general  of 
(lores,  proviftons,  and  forage.  To 
be  affiftant  commiftaries:  Gottlien 
Lewis  Engleback,  Edward  Couch, 
Charles  Lutyens,  and  James  Toole. 
To  be  deputy- eommiftary -general 
ol  ftores,  proviftons,  and  forage  to 
the  forces  ferving  in  Ireland  :  de- 
piuy-commiftary.general  P.  CE. 
Singer,  from  half-pay.  To  be  af- 
ftftant  commiftaries  to  the  faid 
forces :  affiftant  commiftaries  Wm. 
Henderfon  and  Wm.  Hannigan, 
from  half-pay. 

War -Office,  April  30.  Staff, 
Major  Thomas  Birch,  of  the  16th 
light  dragoons,  to  be  an  affiftant 
to  the  quarter-mafter-general  to  the 
forces,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  army.  Major  Ed¬ 
ward  Henry  Bunbury,  on  the  half¬ 
pay  of  the  late  9th  Weft-India  re¬ 
giment,  to  be  an  affiftant  to  the 
,  qua  rter-mafter-general  to  the  forces, 

War-Office,  May  3.  Staff,  John 
Aldrich,  Efq.  on  half- pay  as  pay- 
mafter  of  the  late  2d  battalion  of 
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the  27th  foot,  to  he  pay-rr?afier  of 
a  recruitinsr  aiftrift. 

5'/'.  fames’ s,  May  4.  William, 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  (took  the  oaths 
on  being  appointed  lord-lieutenant 
•f  the  fit  ire  of  Clackmannan,  in 
North  Britain. — Col.  Cha.  Green, 
Win.  Bulkeley  Hughes,  Efq.  and 
Francis  Hartwell,  Efq.  knighted. 

Whitehall ,  May  5 .  Jofeph  Haw  - 
ker,  Efq.  late  Rouge  Croix  purfui- 
vant  of  arms,  appointed  Richmond 
herald,  'vice  Bigland. 

War  Office ,  May  7.  Staff,  Col. 
Frederick  Auguflus  Weatherall,  of 
the  8 2d  foot,  to  be  deputy -adju¬ 
tant-general  to  the  forces  ferving 
in  Nova  Scotia.  Lieut.  Richard 
Leonard,  of  the  54th  foot,  to  be 
fort-major  of  Frederick  town.  New 
Brunfwick. 

Downing Jl reef,  May  9.  Major- 
general  David  Douglas  Wemyfs, 
robe  commander  of  all  his  Ma  jelly’s 
land  forces  ferving  in  the  ifiand  of 
Ceylon. 

War-Office.,  May  1 7.  William 
Finlayfon,  Efq.  lieutenant  on  half¬ 
pay  of  the  89th  foot,  and  William 
H.  Phillips,  Efq.  late  captain  and 
adjutant  in  the  Northarnptonfnire 
militia,  to  be  pay-maflers  of  re¬ 
cruiting  diflridls. 

War -Office,  May  21.  Garrifon. 
Major-general  John  Doyle,  to  be 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  ifiand 
of  Guernfey,  wee  Sir  Henry  Dal- 
rymple,  refigned. 

St.  James’s,  May  23.  Sir  James 
Fukeney,  hart,  lieut.-col.  Francis 
Whitworth,  capt.  Robert  Bolton, 
of  the  royal  navy  ,  Rupert  George, 
Efq.  and  Richard  Hankey,  Efq. 
knighted,  as  proxies  to  fi  ve  oi  the 
Knights  of  the  Bath  at  the  late  in- 
fulhtion, 

Whitehall ,  May  24.  Rev.  Ed- 
Auard  Bow  vex  Sparke,  D.D.  ap¬ 


pointed  dean  of  the  cathedral  ehurefy 
of  Briftol,  vice  Layard,  dec.— Rev. 
Wm.  Nelfon,  D.D.  appointed  pre¬ 
bendary  of  the  fnetropolitical  church 
of  Canterbury,  0 vice  Lynch,  dec. 

Whitehall ,  May  2  8 .  Rev .  Howe! 
Holland  Edwards,  M.  A.  appointed 
a  prebendary  of  the  collegiate  church 
of  St.  Peter,  Weftminiler,  vice 
Finch,  dec. — Rev.  Wm.  Baker, 
LL.  B.  prefen  ted  to  the  vicarage  of 
Stonehoufe,  co.  Gloucefler. 

War. office,  May  28.  Staff. 
Lieut. -general  the  PI on.  H.  E. 
Fox,  to  be  commander  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  forces  in  Ireland.  Major 
Wm.  Nichoifon,  of  the  7 2d  foot, 
to  be  deputy-adjutant-genera!  1 6 
the  King’s  troops  ferving  in  India, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  army,  vice  Robertfon  re¬ 
figned.  To  be  affiftants  to  the 
qua  rterT  mailer-general  of  the  forces; 
Lieut.-col.  Wm.  Gordon,  from  the 
85th  foot;  major  H.  Lowe,  from 
the  royal  fuzileers;  major  W.  Pi. 
De  Laneey,  from  the  47  th  foot; 
and  captain  PI.  F.  Brownrigg,  from 
the  Half  corps,  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  army. — Hcfpital-ftcff. 
Dr.  Alexander  Robertfon,  to  be  a 
deputy  -  i  nfpect  or  of  hofpitals  in  the 
ifiand  of  Jamaica,  vice  Lind,  retired 
on  half-pay.  L.  Krazelfen,  to  be; 
furgeon  to  the  forces. 

St.  James’s,  June  j  .  Right  Hon. 
George  Tierney,  treafurer  of  his 
Majeffy’s  navy,  fworn  of  his  Ma- 
jclly’s  privy -council. 

Whitehall,  June  4.  Henry,  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  confirmed  in  the  ba¬ 
rony  of  Bottetourt,  and  created 
Baron  de  Bottetourt. 

War-Office,  June  4.  Staff.  Plenry 
Charles  Lewis,  Efq.  deputy -pay-* 
mailer  and  accomptanr  of  the  army- 
depot,  to  be  pay-mailer  of  a  re¬ 
cruiting  diftridl.  John  Cockbum, 
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to  be  deputy-paymafter  and  ac- 
comptant  of  the  army-depot,  •vice 
Lewis  .—-Garri/on.  Hofpi  tal..  mate, 
Thomas  Johnftone,  to  be  garrifon- 
rnate  of  Gibraltar,  vice  Whate,  pro¬ 
moted. — . Barracks .  Robert  Mann, 
to  be  a  barrack-mafter  in  South 
Britain,  vice  Bouchier,  retired. 

War-Office  ^  June  11.  Brevet. 
Col.  Martin  Hunter,  of  the  48th 
foot,  to  be  a  brigadier-general  in 
North  America.  Col.  William. 
Pyotr,  of  the  25th  foot,  to  be  a 
brigadier- general  in  the  windward 
and  leeward  Charibbee  I  Hands. — 
Staff.  Captain,  the  Hon.  D.  G. 
Hallyburton,  from  the  ift  foot- 
guards,  to  be  affiilant  to  the  quar- 
ter^mafter-general  of  the  forces  in 
Great  Britain,  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  army.  To  be  affift, 
ants  in  the  quarter-mafter-general's 
department  in  Ireland.*  major  Ch. 
Harcourt,  from  half-pay  of  the 
g,othfoot;  captain  John  Pine  Cof¬ 
fin,  from  the  ftaff  corps,  with  the 
rank  of  major  in  the  army. 

Whitehall ,  June  14.  Richard 
Brooke  de  Capeli  Brooke,  of  Great 
Dakley,  co.  Northampton,  and  of 
Ahadoe  andRoxborough,  co.  Cork, 
Efq. ;  Right  Hon.  John  Stewart, 
of  Athenree,  co.  Tyrone;  and  the 
Rev.  James  Stronger,  M.  A.  of 
'  Tynan,  co.  Armagh,  and  of  Thorn., 
hill,  co.  Dublin;  created  baronets 
of  the  united  kingdom. 

Council-Office ,  Whitehall ,  June  17. 
George,  Earl  of  Dorchefter,  ap¬ 
pointed  lord-lieutenant  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Dorfet,  vice  Lord  Rivers,  dec. 
took  the  oaths  thereupon. 

War  -Office ,  June  18.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  Prince  Adolphus  Frede¬ 
rick,  K.G.  late  lieutenant-general 
in  the  Hanoverian  fervice,  appoint- 
fd  lieutenant-general  in  the  army, 


by  commiffion  dated  Aug.  24, 

*798* 

War-Office ,  June  21.  Hofpital- 
HaiF.  Apothecaries,  Wm.  Phillips,, 
and  - -  Longmore,  from  half¬ 

pay,  to  be  apothecaries  to  the 
forces. 

Downing ff reet3  June  2$.  Spen¬ 
cer  Smith,  Efq.  appointed  envoy- 
extraordinary  at  the  Court  of  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Eledor  of 
Wurtemburg;  and  Henry  Watkin 
Williams  Wynn,  Efq.  at  the  Court 
of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Elector 
of  Saxony  ;  Spiridion  Eorefti,  Efq. 
refident  to  the  Republic  of  the  Seven 
Blands ;  Henry  Savage  Yeames, 
Efq.  conful-general  in  the  Ruffian 
ports  in  the  Black  Sea ;  Waller 
Wright,  Efq.  conful  in  the  feve- 
ral  ports  of  the  Republic  of  the 
Seven  Blands;  and  Charles  Denis, 
Efq.  conful  at  Civita  Vecchia. 

Whitehall ,  June  2  5 .  George  Hi- 
lario  Barlow,  Efq.  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  Fort  William  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  created  a  baronet. — Rev.  Tho¬ 
mas  Burgels,  D.D.  prebendary  of 
Durham,  recommended,  by  conge 
d’elire,  to  be  elefted  Bifhop  of  St. 
David's,  vice  Murray,  dec. — Rev. 
John  Fiflier,  D.  D.  prebendary  of 
Windfor,  recommended,  by  conge 
d'elire,  to  be  defied  Biffiop  of  Exe¬ 
ter,  vice  Courtenay,  dec. 

Whitehall ,  June  28.  Sir  Rupert 
George,  knt.  Ambrofe  Serle,  and 
Thomas  Hamilton,  Efqrs.  the  Horu 
Edward  Bouverie,  and  James  Bow¬ 
en,  Efq.  appointed  commiffioners 
for  conducing  the  tranfport  fervice, 
and  for  the  care  and  cuftody  of  pri- 
foners  of  war. 

War-Office ,  June  28.  Garrifon. 
Brevet- major  Colin  Dundas  Gra* 
ham,  of  the  late  Scotch  brigade,  to 
be  fort-major  of  Edinburgh  caftle, 

vice 
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vice  Sir  James  Foulis,  religned. — 
Hqfpital-JlaJjr.  A po thecary ,  J ames 
Fitzgerald,  from  half-pay,  to  be 
furgeon  to  a  recruiting  diftrift. 
Surgeon,  T.  Wilfon,  from  half-pay 
of  the  35th  foot,  to  be  furgeon  to 
ditto.  To  be  furgeons  to  the  forces 
in  Ireland;  burgeons  Clement  Ar¬ 
cher,  Thomas  L.  W  hi  filer,  and 
Thomas  Kenning,  from  half-pay. 

War-Office,  July  5.  Barracks,. 
Alexander  Walker,  Efq,  late  de¬ 
puty  -barrack -mailer  at  Windfor, 
to  be  barrack-mailer  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  vice  Tuffnel,  dec. 

War -Office,  July  n.  Staff.  Ma¬ 
jor-general  George  Hewett,  to  be 
snfpedior* general  of  the  Royal  Ar¬ 
my  of  Referve.  To  be  affiftant- 
infpediors  of  ditto,  lieut..col.  Jr. 
James  Barlow,  of  the  6 ill  foot; 
captain  Peter  Carey,  of  the  27th 
light  dragoons.  To  be  fuperinten- 
dant  of  cloathing,  &c.  of  ditto, 
Jieut.-col.  George  Williamfon.  To 
be  deputy -infpeftor  in  North  Bri¬ 
tain,  colonel  Thomas  Scott,  of  the 
9  4th.  foot. 

War-Office,  July  12.  Staff.  Col, 
George  Horsford,  of  the  4th  Weft- 
India  regiment,  to  be  deputy- ad¬ 
jutant-general  to  the  forces  ferving 
in  Jamaica,  vice  Gordon,  placed  on 
the  ftaff  in  Great  Britain. — Hofpi- 
tahfiaffi.  Affiftant-infpe&or  Wil¬ 
liam  Greaves,  from  half-pay,  to 
be  an  afiiftant-infpe&qr  to  the  forces. 
John  Buffa,  M.  D.  from  half-pay, 
to  be  phyfidan  to  the  forces.  Sur¬ 
geon  Richard  Morell,  from  half¬ 
pay,  to  be  furgeon  to  the  forces. 

Hofpital-mate - -  Boulger,  to  be 

furgeon  to  the  forces. 

Whitehall,] uly  19.  Rev.  Win. 
.Beaumont  Bulky,  M.  A.  appointed 
a  prebendary  of  Windfor,  vice 
F idler,  promoted  to  the  fee  of 
Kxe'ter. 


War -Office,  July  19.  JfofpitaR 
ftaff.  W.  Domcier,  M.  D.  to  be 
phyfieian  to  the  foreign  depot  in 
the  I  fie  of  Wight.  Apothecary, 
Thomas  Riffs,  to  be  burgeon  to  the 
forces.  Surgeon,  Robert  Salrnond, 
from  the  43d  foot,  and  furgeon  M. 
Harbinfon,  from  t'he  81  ft  foot,  to 
be  furgeons  to  recruiting  diftridls. 
To  be  apothecaries  to  the  forces; 
apothecaries,  John  Crane,  Wm. 
Wood,  A.  Stuart,  W.  S.  Holland, 
T.  L.  Bolton,  Rob.  Allen,  T.  Rofs, 
from  half-pay. 

War-Office,  July  26.  Brevet, 
Capt.  Thomas  Hardyman,  of  the 
50th  foot,  to  be  major  m  the  army, 
— Staff,  James  Fifher,  Efq.  late 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  6zd  foot, 
to  be  pay-mafter  of  a  recruiting- 
diftrift.  To  be  affiftant-commiffa, 
ries  to  the  forces  in  Ireland :  afiift- 
ant-commiffaries  W.  Dillon,  Ar¬ 
thur  Orinfby,  and  Thomas  Giifton, 
from  half- pay. — Royal  Military  Col¬ 
lege .  Captain  James  McDermott, 
of  the  10th  light  dragoons,  to  be 
infpeftor  of  the  2d  company  of  ca¬ 
dets  in  the  junior  department,  and 
inftruftor  of  tallies.- — Barracks .  To 
bealliftant-barrack-mafter-generals, 
with  the  rank  of  major  fo  long  as 
their  fervices  fhall  continue  in  the 

4.  t , 

barrack-department:  Charles  Wm. 
Thornton,  Efq.  late  an  affiftant- 
barrack-rnafter-general;  John  Bad- 
deley,  Efq.  captain  on  half-pay  of 
the  2  2d  light  dragoons. — Hof  pit  a  l- 
Jlaffi.  To  be  afliftanf-infpe&ors  of 
the  forces;  afliftant-infpe&ors,  J. 
Borland,  A.  Baillie,  J.  M‘Niellf 
R.  Patrick,  A.  Jamiefon,  R.  Wal¬ 
ters,  from  half-pay.  To  be  phy- 
ficians  tq  the  forces :  James  Roger- 
fon,  M.  D.  and  James  Felloes, 
M.  D.  from  half-pay.  To  be  fur- 

g-eens  to  th,e  forces ;  furgeons - - 
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Tucker,  fr.  &.  Worth,  W.  Fer- 
gulfon,  — Andrews,  Francis 
Downing,  JohnCrozier,  A.  Grant, 
T.  Docker,  G.  E.  Lockley,  J.  R. 
Grant,  from  half-pay.  Affiftant- 
furgeon,  Peter  Adrian,  from  the 
6ift  foot.  To  be  furgeons  of  re¬ 
cruiting  dikrids :  furgeon  John 
Henry,  from  half- pay ;  furgeon  Mi¬ 
chael  Balfour,  from  the  9th  foot. 

Whitehall ,  July  29.  Major- 
general  John  Doyle,  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  ifland  of  Guernfey, 
permitted  to  receive  and  wear  the 
infignia  of  the  order  of  the  Cref- 
cent,  tranfmitted  to  him  by  the 
Grand  Seignior. 

War -Office,  July  30.  Brevet. 
Captain  Levett  lb  bet  fen,  of  the 
28th  foot,  to  be  major  in  the  army. 
htaffi ,  Charles  Gordon,  Efq.  pay- 
maker  of  the  2d  battalion  royals, 
to  be  pay-maker  of  a  recruiting 
dikrid. 

War-Office.,  Aug. 9.  Staff.  Ma¬ 
jor-general  Richard  England,  to 
be  lieutenant-governor  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  vice  Campbell,  retired. 
Colonel  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  of 
the  10th  foot,  to  be  commandant 
of  the  ifle  of  lhanet. — Brevet.  Cap¬ 
tain  Henry  Bromley,  of  the  26th 
foot,  to  be  major  in  the  army. — 
Barracks,  fo  be  barrack- makers 
in  Great  Britain :  G.  Manby,  Efq. 
late  captain-lieutenant  of  the  Carn- 
bridgefhire  militia;  G.  Roope, 
Efq.;  G.  Wathen,  lieutenant,  on 
half-pay,  of  4th  foot;  E.  Pyott, 
Efq.;  David  St.  Clair,  Efq. ;  H. 
Kilvington,  Efq.  late  cornet  in  the 
1 2th  light  dragoons;  J.  Fielde; 
P*  Van  Cotirtland,  Efq. ;  Wm« 
Bofs  Darby,  Efq. ;  George  Winter, 
Efq.  captain  in  the  royal  marines; 
G,  Mafon,  lieutenant  in  ditto. 

•.  War. Office,  Aug.  13.  Staff.  Ma. 
jor  Wm.  Wilfon,  Efq.  pay. maker. 


on  half-pay,  of  the  5:4th  foot,  to 
be  pay -maker  of  a  recruiting  dif- 
trid,  vice  Brereton,  retired  on  half¬ 
pay. — Barracks.  To  be  barrack- 
makers  in  Great  Britain;  Charles 
Bacon,  Efq.;  Wm.  G.  Child,  Efq. 
late  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  19th: 

light  dragoons;  - Wilfon,  Efq. 

late  a  captain  in  the  39th  foot ; 
Augukus  Duggan,  Efq.  late  major 
of  the  Norfolk  fencible  cavalry  ; 
JohnL.  Bucknall,  Efq,;  John  Boy% 
Eiq. ;  James  Du  key ;  John  Reid, 
late  enfign  in  the  36th  foot ;  jofcph 
Lainbly,  late  a  lieutenant  in  South 
Lincoln  militia. 

War -Office,  Aug.  16.  Brevet. 
Colonel  George  Moncrieffe,  of  the 
90th  foot,  and  colonel  An.  Dunlop, 
of  the  2 ik  light  dragoons,  to  he 
brigadier-generals  in  the  Wek- 
Indiesonly.— Staff.  Tobeaffiftant- 
quarter-makers-general  to  the  forces- 
in  Ireland;  lieut.-cok  G.  Airey> 
of  the  8th  foot;  lieut—eol.  A.  R. 
Dillon,  on  half-pay  of  the  1 1.  q  til- 
foot  ;  captain  R.  Owen,  of  the  3  6-th 
foot;  and  major  James  Forfier,  of 
fee  1 1  thfoot.- — Hofpital-Jiaffi*  WiL 
liam  Balmain,  Efq.  late  chief  fur¬ 
geon  at  New  South  Wales,  to  he 
furgeon  to  the  forces. 

bV.  James's,  Aug.  17.  Right 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  fworn  one  of 
his  Ma  jelly's  principal  fecretarfes 
of  kate. 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  20.  DavidWed- 
derburn,  of  Ballindean,  co.  Perth, 
Efq.  created  a  baronet,  with  re¬ 
mainder  to  the  heirs- male  of  the 
body  of  Sir  Alexander  Wedderbum, 
of  Black  nefs,  deceafed. 

War -Office,  Aug.  22.  Francis 
Moore,  Efq.  appointed,  by  fee 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Bragge,  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  his  deputy,  vice  Mat¬ 
thew  Lewis,  Efq. 

tl ar-OfficeA  Aug.  30.  Brevet. 

T« 
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To  be  majors  in  the  army :  capf. 
Th.  Dorrington,  of  the  i  ^th  bat¬ 
talion  of  Refer  ve ;  capt.  J.  Duma- 
refque,  of  the  9th  ditto;  capt.  G. 
Wade,  of  the  30th  foot ;  and  capt. 
Charles  Morley  Baldero,  of  the 
53d  foot. — Hofpital-flajf,  Surgeon 
John  Philips,  to  be  affiftant-infpedlor 
of  hofpitals.  To  be  furgeons  to 
the  forces :  burgeon  Wm.  Cham¬ 
bers,  from  the  iofh  light  dragoons ; 
furgeon  Major  Carroll,  from  the 
45th  foot;  furgeon  Al.  Dunlop, 
from  the  38th  foot;  furgeon  Jn. 
Coffins,  from  the  12th  light  dra¬ 
goons  ;  furgeon  Thomas  Kidd,  from 
the  63d  foot ;  furgeon  — —  Cobbe, 
from  the  20th  light  dragoons ;  and 
furgeon  Thomas  Gunning  from  the 
47th  foot. 

Dublin -Cajlle,  Sept.  — .  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  Knox,  Bilhop  of 
Killaloe  and  Kilfenora,  alias  Tana- 
bor,  tranllated  to  the  fee  of  Derry, 
vice  the  Earl  of  Biiftol,  dec. 

Whitehall ,  Sept.  8.  His  Excel¬ 
lency  Wm.  Drummond,  his  Ma- 
iffty’s  ambafiador-extraordinary 
and  plenipotentiary  at  the  Sublime 
Porte,  permitted  to  receive  and 
wear  the  infignia.  of  the  order  of 
the  Crefcent,  tranfmitted  to  him 
by  the  Grand  Seignior. 

WhitehallyScpt.  to.  Right  Hon. 
George  Keith,  Baron  Keith  of 
Stonehaven-Marifchal,  co.  Kincar¬ 
dine,  in  Scotland,  K.  B.  and  admi¬ 
ral  of  the  blue,  created  a  baron  of 
the  united  kingdom,  by  the  title 
of  Baron  Keith  of  Banheath,  co. 
Dumbarton;  with  remainder,  in 
default  of  iffue,  with  the  dignity 
of  a  baronefs,  to  Margaret  Mercer 
Bdphinftone,  only  daughter  of  the 
faid  Baron  Keith,  and  the  dignity 
of  a  baron  to  the  lawful  heirs-male 
of  her  body. 

Whitehall,  Sept.  10.  Dr.  James 


Cowper,  appointed  profeffor  of 
practical  aftronomy  and  obferver  in 
the  Univeffity  of  Glafgow;  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ouchterfon,  prefent- 
ed  to  the  church  and  pariffi  of  Bal- 
dernock,  in  the  prefbytery  of  Dum¬ 
barton,  and  county  of  Stirling,  w 
Cowper. 

Whitehall ,  Sept.  1 3.  Wm.  Wafs 
Langford,  Efq.  appointed  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  agent  and  conful-generai  at 
Tripoli. 

War -Office,  Sept.  13.  Hofpital- 
flaff.  Edw.  N.  Bancroft,  M.  D, 
from  half-pay/  to  be  phylician  to 
the  forces.  Hofpital-mate  Richard 
Lewis,  to  be  apothecary  to  the 
forces.  To  be  furgeons  to  the 
forces:  furgeon  Perkins  Crofton, 
from  the  21ft  foot,  and  furgeon 
G.  T.  Aveling,  from  the  ill  dra¬ 
goons. 

War-Office ,  Sept.  — .  Hofpital- 
llaff.  Surgeon  James  Whitelocke, 
to  be  an  affiftant-infpe&er  of  hof¬ 
pitals.  Deputy-purveyor  Robert 
Stewart,  from  half-pay,  to  be  de¬ 
puty-purveyor  to  the  forces.  Apo. 

thecary  — -  Burke,  to  be  gar- 

rifon-furgeon  of  the  illand  of  Bar- 
badoes. — Barracks .  Tobebarrack- 
mafters  in  Great  Britain :  T. 
Haynes,  Efq.  major  of  the  Briftol 
Volunteers ;  Francis  White,  retired 
enfign  of  the  Tower  Invalids  > 
Chrill.  Middlemals,  Efq.  major  of 
the  Dunbar  Volunteers;  James 
Galbreath,  late  deputy-barrack- 
mafter  at  Yorke;  John  Johnftone* 
late  barrack-mailer  in  the  illand  of 
Minorca;  John  Shearman;  Geo. 
Lamb. 

War-Off ce,  Sept,  24.  Staff.  To 
be  infpe&ing  field-officers  of  yeo¬ 
manry  and  volunteers,  with  tem¬ 
porary  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  army  To  long  as  they 
continue  to  hold  thefe  appoint¬ 
ments, 
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rnents,  viz*  Col.  Charles  Mac 
Murdo,  late  of  the  31ft  foot; 
Lieut-col.  John  Jenkinfon,  on  half¬ 
pay  of  the  late  Sheffield  regiment; 
Lieut-col.  Win,  Thomlinfon,  on 
ditto  of  the  late  9 1  it  foot;  Major 
Ralph  Gore,  on  ditto  of  the  late 
York  Fuzileers;  William  Harris, 
Efq.  late  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
2d  foot;  John  C.  Cowell,  Efq. 
late  lieutenant -colonel  of  the  ill 
battalion  of  Royals ;  Henry  Har- 
nage,  Efq.  la:e  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  104th  foot ;  John  D.  Kane, 
Efq.  late  lieutenant- colonel  of  the 
4th  foot ;  Heneage  Twyfden,  Efq. 
late  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  4th 
foot;  James  Kirkman,  Efq.  late 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  5  2d  foot ; 
W.  Dalrymple,  Efq.  late  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  2 ^  foot  ;  John 
Stewart,  Efq.  late  major  of  the 
27th  foot;  J.  Hugh  M’Leroch, 
Efq.  late  lieutenant. colonel  of  the 
Rifle-corps ;  Wm.  Gore,  Efq.  late 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Fencibles ;  Col.  H.  M.  Cle- 
vering,  of  the  late  Argylllhire 
Fencibles;  Lieut-col.  Robert  Gar. 
den,  on  half- pay  of  the  54th 
loot ;  Lieut-col.  G.  Duke,  on 
half-pay  of  the  6$;rh  loot;  and 
Major  Frederick  Metzner,  on 
half-pay  of  the  late  American  Pro¬ 
vincials. 

War  -Office ,  Sept.  27.  Brevet. 
To  be  majors  in  the  army-:  Capt. 
Wyndham  Quinn,  of  the  3d  foot; 
Ctfpt.  Thomas  Mellor,  of  the  81ft 
foot ;  Capt.  Robert  Campbell,  of 
the  42d  foot  ;  Capt.  Nathaniel 
lVlyott,  of  the  26th  foot;  and 
Capt.  Edward  Draper,  of  the  3d 
foot  guards.  Staff.  Capt.  William 
Macondy  Harvey,  of  the  ill  Weft- 
Indian  regiment,  to  be  deputy-ad¬ 
jutant-general  to  the  forces  ferving 
m  the  Charib bee  Iftands,  with  the 


*  63 

rank  of  major  in  the  army,  -vice 
Modern,  deceafcd. 

War- Office y  Oft.  1.  His  Ma- 
j ell y  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint 

Lieutenant,  generals  William 
Shirreff,  William  Grinfield,  Sa¬ 
muel  Hulfe*  Albemarle  Bertie, 
Charles  Vallancey,  John  Earl  of 
Clanrlcarde,  Sir  James  S'teuart, 
bart.  Thomas  Carleton,  James 
Marfh,  Cavendifh  Lifter,  James 
Ogilvie,  Sir  Robert  Lawrie,  bart. 
Wm.  Edmcfton,  David  Home, 
Hugh  Debbieg,  Montgomery  Ag~ 
new,  Alexander,  Earl  of  Bal- 
carres,  Cornelius  Cuyler,  Charles, 
Earl  of  Harrington,  the  Hon. 
Richard  Fitzpatrick, '  Nifbet  Bal¬ 
four,  Edmund  Stephens,  Sir  Tho. 
mas  Trigge,  K.  B.  Francis,  Earl 
of  Moira,  and  Peter  Craig,  to  be 
generals  in  the  army. 

Major-generals,  George  Ber¬ 
nard,  George  Nugent,  John  Bo- 
water,  Thomas  A  verne,  James, 
Barker,  John  Campbell,  Charles 
Tarrant,  John  Barcklay,  William 
Macarmak,  John  Frekc,  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Stuart,  bart.  Richard  Eng¬ 
land,  William  Keppcl,  John  Hely, 
Lord  Hutchinfon,  K.  B.  John 
Hamilton,  Alexander  Hay,  Tho¬ 
mas  Goldie,  Simon  Frafer,  James 
Stewart,  Charles  Mailings,  Tho¬ 
mas  Davis,  Robert  Manners,  Wil¬ 
liam  Loftus,  William  Myers, 
Oliver  Nieols,  Alexander  Mercer, 
George  Hewet,  and  Charles  Baron 
Hompefch,  to  be  Lieutenant-ge¬ 
nerals  in  the  army. 

Colonels  General  Elliott, of  the 
Royal  Marines;  Duncan  Campbell, 
of  ditto;  Patrick  Wauchope,  of 
the  50th  foot;  Baldwin  Leighton, 
of  the  46th  foot;  Patrick  Sinclair, 
on  half-pay  of  54th  foot  ;  Richard 
Chapman,  of  the  Inva  lid  Artil¬ 
lery  ;  John  Coffin,  on  half. pay  of 

the 
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flic  King's  American  Regiment ; 
Richard  Armftrong,  on  half-pay 
of  the  Queen's  American  Rangers ; 
John  Murray,  on  half- pay  of 
56th  foot  j  Sir  Charles  Green,  Knt. 
of  30th  foot ;  William  St,  Leger, 
of  27th  Light  Dragoons :  Henry 
Magari,  of  39th  foot ;  Richard 
N.  Hopk  ins,  of  3  2d  foot  5  John 
Smith,  of  the  ift  foot-guards; 
Alexander  Mackay,  adjutant-ge¬ 
neral  in  Scotland  ;  Thomas  Hart- 
cup,  of  the  invalid  engineers ; 
William  O.  Huddleftone,  of  the 
artillery  ;  George  Fead,  of  ditto; 
James  Sowerby,  of  the  invalid 
artillery ;  Thomas  Blomefteld,  of 
the  artillery ;  Gather  Mann,  of 
the  engineers  ;  Donald  Macdonald, 
of  35th  foot ;  John  Pratt,  of  the 
late  Irifh  artillery  ;  Forbes  Cham¬ 
pagne,  of  the  26th  foot ;  Jofiah 
Champagne,  of  a  regiment  of  in¬ 
fantry  ;  Harry  Calvert,  of  5th 
Well  India  regiment ;  George 
Cockburn,  on  half- pay  of  9  ?,d 
foot ;  Edward  Dunne,  on  half-pay 
the  Pembrokefhire  fencible  ca¬ 
valry ;  James  Drummond,  of  43d 
foot;  Edwin  Hewgill,  of  19th 
foot ;  William  Dowdefwell,  ef 
18th  foot ;  Alexander  Mackenzie, 
of  86th  foot ;  George  Moncriefte, 
of  90th  foot ;  Thomas  Meyrick, 
of  2  til  foot  ;  Charles  Craufurd,  on 
Jialf-pay  of  Rutland  fencible  ca¬ 
valry  ;  George  H.  Vanfittart,  of 
1 2th  battalion  of  referve  ;  the 
Hon.  Charles  Fitzroy,  of  id  foot- 
guards  ;  Francis  Hugonin,  of  4th 
dragoons ;  and  Thomas  P.  Van- 
deleur,  of  the  8th  light  dragoons  ; 
to  be  major-generals  in  the  army. 

Lieutenant  -  colonels  Duncan 
Mackincolh,  of  60th  foot;  Francis 
Carruthers,  on  hal-pay  of  6 lit 
foot ;  Robert  Shaw,  of  74th  foot ; 
Chiiltopher  Darby>  of  54th  foot ; 


David  Clephane,-  of  20th  foot  $ 
William  Balfour,  of  57th  foot; 
William  Wilkinion  of  30th  foot ; 
William  Dickfon,-  of  42d  foot  ; 
Bulftrode  Whitelocke,  of  77  th 
foot ;  Henry  Tucker  Montrcfor^ 
of  1 8th  foot;  Albert  Gledftanes,- 
of  57th  foot;  John  Hodgfon,  on 
half-pay  of  the  late  131ft  foot; 
Charles  Stevenfon*  of  a  regiment 
of  infantry ;  Lawrence  Bradfnaw^ 
of  ift  life-guards;  George  Wil¬ 
liam  Richard  Harcourt,  of  12  th 
foot;  William  Palmer  Acland,  of 
the  coldftream  foot-guards ;  Ni¬ 
cholas  Nepean,  of  the  late  Banff- 
fhire  fencibles ;  James  Taylor,  of 
I  2th  foot;  Miles  Nightingale,  of 
51ft  foot;  James  Hay;  the  Hon. 
William  Eardley,  on  half-pay  of 
8  2d  foot ;  William  Cochell,  of  5  th 
foot ;  Leonard  Shaftoe  Orde,  an 
half-pay  of  13 2d  foot;  Richard 
Bingham,  of  3d  foot,;  Jofeph 
French,  on  half-pay  of  iozd  foot; 
John  Lee,  on  half-pay  of  112th 
foot;  Henry  Clinton,  of  ift  foot- 
guards  ;  John  Sontag  ;  James  Ro- 
bertfon,  of  gzd  foot  *  Edward  Wil¬ 
liam  Leyborne,  of  the  late  Cam¬ 
brian  rangers  ;  James  Dunlop,  of 
77th  foot;  Fitzroy  J.  Grafton 
Maclean,  of  60th  foot ;  Walter 
Ker,  of  the  late  Britilh  fencibles  ;• 
Alexander  Campbell,  of  74th  foot; 
and  John  Pigott,  on  half-pay  of 
1 13th  foot  ;  to  be  colonels  in  the' 
army. 

Majors  Wyndham  Quinn,  of  3d 
foot;  Thomas  Dorrington,  of  1  jth 
foot;  Thomas  Melior,  of  8  ift 
foot ;  G.  Wade,  of  30th  foot ; 
John  Dumarefq,  of  9th  battalion 
of  referve  ;  T.  Hardy  man,  of  30  th 
foot ;  H.  Bromley,  of  26th  foot  ; 
Robert  Campbell,  of  42 d  foot ; 
Robert  Al.  Dalzell,  of  ift  foot- 
guards;  Clans  Pell,  of  1 6th  foot; 

George 
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George  Sutherland,  of  ditto  ;  Ro¬ 
bert  Balfour,  of  2d  dragoons ; 
Dugald  Campbell,  of  46th  foot ; 
James  Macdonald,  of  73d  foot; 
James  Green,  of  26th  foot;  George 
JBovvater,  of  the  artillery  ;  William 
Borthwick,  of  ditto  ;  John  Barton, 
of  ditto;-  George  Scott,  of  ditto; 
George  Miller,  of  57th  foot; 
Robert  Walker,  of  7th  foot; 
-Breon  Bordes,  of  73d  foot ;  Archi¬ 
bald  Mofman,  of  ditto ;  Henry 
1  eefdale,  of  id  dragoon-guards ; 
J  homas  Goldie,  of  9th  dragoons ; 
James  Cuming,  of  47th  foot;  Ro¬ 
bert  Hamilton,  on  half- pay  of  7th 
Wed-  India  regiment ;  J  afper  Gran  f, 
of  41ft  foot;  Pierre  L’Ardy,  of 
MeurotPs  regiment ;  Francis  Pi- 
ackand,  of  ditto  ;  Henry  Erfkine, 
of  91ft  foot;  James  St.  Clair,  of 
the  late  Cambrian  rangers ;  and 
R.  A.  Seymour,  of  the  13th  light 
dragoons ;  to  be  lieutenant-colo¬ 
nels  in  the  army. 

Captains  the  Hon.  Henry  A.  B. 
Craven,  of  9th  battalion  of  referve; 
Lewis  C.  Mears,  of  the  marines ; 
George  Stephens,  of  47th  foot; 
John  H.  Brown,  of  78th  foot; 
Wm.  Campbell,  of  ditto ;  Wm. 
Wifhart,  of  15th  foot;  Andrew 
Patton,  of  92d  foot;  Geo.  Bruhl, 
of  3d  foot-guards ;  Charles  Mac- 
quarrie,  of  42d  foot ;  Charles  Hill, 
ot  50th  foot ;  Coltn  Campbell,  of 
60th  foot ;  John  Macdougal,  of 
9 LI  foot;  G.  P.  Hutchinfon,  of 
4fh  dragoons ;  Ames  G,  Norcott, 
of  9th  foot ;  John  Balcomb,  of  id 
dragoon-guards  ;  John  White,  of 
80th  foot;  Ifaac  P.  Tinling,  of 
ill  foot-guards  ;  Wm.  Shipley,  of 
54th  toot ;  W.  Hilliard,  of  89th 
foot ;  John  Stoddart,  of  45 tS  foot; 
George  Evans,  of  3  2d  foot; 
Charles  Bruce,  of  39th  foot ;  John 
.Blair,  of  ift  battalion  of  royals  ; 
Vol,  XLV.  or  Vol.  III.  New 


Nuttall  Green,  of  3d  foot;  Wil¬ 
liam  Ledwill,  of  2d  battalion  of 
referve ;  J.  F.  Fitzgerald,  of  the 
new  Brunfwick  fencibles ;  Patrick 
Rofs,  of  2?d  light  dragoons ;  Ar* 
Chriftie,  of  6th  foot ;  the  Hon, 
J*  T.  Deane,  of  38th  foot;  Jamea 
B.  Horner,  of  84th  foot ;  Tho¬ 
mas  Coftello,  of  28th  foot;  Charles 
Hicks,  of  6 1  ft  foot  ;  George  E„ 
Vinicombe,  of  the  marines ;  Brook 
Young,  of  the  artillery;  Donald 
Macbean,  of  the  41ft  foot ;  James 
Shortall,  of  the  late  Irilh  artillery; 
Richard  Legge,  of  ditto  ;  Charles 
F.  Hill,  of  1  oth  foot ;  and  Ro-- 
bert  Crawford,  of  the  late  Irilh, 
artillery ;  to  be  majors  in  the 
army. 

War-Office)  061.  i»  Barracks, 
To  be  barrack-maftcrs  in  Grcat- 
Britain  :  Thomas  Figg,  late  bar- 
rack-mafter  at  Shoreham  ;  Tenifon 
Smith;  John  F.  Smyth,  Efq.  late 
captain  of  the  American  _  provin¬ 
cials  ;  Thomas  Weft,  late  a  lieute* 
nant  in  the  7  2d  foot ;  Jas.  Townf* 
end,  Efq.  captain-commandant  of 
the  Honiton  volunteers ;  John 
Stuart,  Efq.  late  a  captain  of  the 
37th  foot ;  and  Henry  Lefanu, 
Efq.  late  a  captain  in  the  56th 

foot. - Stair.  J.  P.  Milbanke, 

Efq.  captain  on  half-pay  of  47  th 
foot,  to  be  paymafter  of  detach¬ 
ments  at  Briftol.  To  be  affiftant- 
commiftaries  of  ftores,  provifions, 
and  forage  to  the  forces  ;  Charles 
William  Sidney,  John  Crauford, 
Philip  Rawlings,  and  Edward  P. 
Hen  (low. 

War-Office ,  061.  3.  Lieutenant- 
general  Char.  Leigh,  appointed  a 
general  in  the  army. 

War  -Office ,  061.  4.  Brevet. 
Lieutenant-colonels  Henry  Fre¬ 
derick  Campbell,  of  the  ift  foot- 
guards,  William  Burnett,  of  the 
Series.  _  *  F  ,  14th 
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14th  Jjjo^  Richard  Stewart  of  the 
43d  foot,  and  the  Hon.  Charles 
Smart,  of  the  iSth  light  dragoons, 
to  be  aidee-de-camps  to  the  King. — . 
Staff.  To  be  infpeHing  field- 
officers  of  yeomary  and  volunteer 
corps,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonels  in'  the  army,  fo  long  only 
as  they  continue  to  hold  thefe  ap¬ 
pointments,  viz.  Sir  James  G, 
Eaird,  late  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  28th  dragoons;  Lieut,  col. 
George  Robert  Ainflie,  of  the  late 
Birmingham  fencibles ;  Robert 
Douglas,  Efq.  late  lieutenant  co¬ 
lonel  of  the  58th  foot;  Jofiah 
Cottin,  Efq.  late  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  10th  light  dragoons ;  jofeph 
Hardy,  Efq.  late  of  the  93d  foot ; 
Francis  Gore,  Efq.  late  major  of 
57th  light  dragoons;  Lieut,  col. 
Manley  Power,  on  half-pay  of  the 
loth  foot ;  Sir  Nathaniel  Ducken- 
iield,  bart.  late  lieutenant-colonel 
«ef  the  Windfor  forefters ;  Col. 
Ronald  Craufurd  Fergufon,  on  half¬ 
pay  of  the  93d  root ;  George  Lyon, 
Efq.  late  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
1 1  th  light  dragoons;  and  Francis 
Mannouch,  Efq.  late  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  68th  foot. 

Whitehall ,  OH.  4.  Henrietta. 
Laura,  Baronnefs  of  Bath,  (wife 
of  lieutenant-general  Sir  James 
Pulteney,  bart.)*  created  Countefs 
of  Bath,  co.  Sonierfet,  with  the 
dignity  of  Earl  of  Bath  to  her 
lawful  male ,i hue. 

War-Office,  OH.  13..  Brevet. 
Major  Henry  Euftace,  of  the  late 
Iriih  engineers,  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  army.  Capt..  John 
Thomas  Eyre,  on  the  ftaff  at  army 
depot,  to  be  major  in  the  army. — 
Staff.  I  o  be  infpeHing  field-officers 
of  yeomanry  and  volunteer  corps,, 
with  the  temporary  rank  of  lieute¬ 
nant- colonels  in  the  army,  fo  long 


only  as  they  continue  to  hold 
thefe  appointments,  viz.  Peppard 
Knight,  Efq.  late  major  of  the  4th 
foot ;  J.  P.  Addenbroke,  Efq. 
late  major  of  the  54th  foot ;  H.  P. 
Pulleine,  Efq.  late  major  of  the 
2 1  ft  light  dragoons;  LI.  Matter, 
Efq.  late  major  of  the  32ft  foot; 
and  Wm.  Douglas,  Efq.  late  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  of  the  85th  foot. 
To  be  deputy-commiffary-general 
to  the  forces  ferving  in  Ireland  % 
affiftant  -  deputy-  commiflfary-gene- 
ral,  William  Finny.  To  be  affift- 
ant-commiffaries  to  the  faid  forces : 
William  Maturin,  Jofeph  Moore, 
and  Robert  Boyes,  gents.' — Hof- 
pital  Staff.  Surgeon,  Robert  Moore 
Peile,  to  be  affiftant-infpeHlfcf  to 
the  forces  ferving  in  Ireland;  affift- 
ant-infpeHor,  G.  R.  Redmond, 
from  half- pay,  to  be  an  affift ant- 
infpeHor.  To  be  deputy-purveyors : 
deputy-purveyors,  J.  Paterfon,  C. 
T.  Aveling,  and  C.  Winicki, 
from  half.  pay.  To  be  affiftanf- 
furgeon  10  the  garrifon  of  Gibral¬ 
tar  :  hofpital-mate,  Matthew  Hut- 
chinfon,  vice  Johnftone,  refrgned. 
To  be  aftiftant-furgeons  to  the 
light  infantry  battalions  of  the  line 
formed  in  Ireland  :  ill  battalion, 
Edward  Purdon  ;  zd  John  Carter;, 
3d  William  Griffin.  To  be  aftift- 
antTurgeons  to  the  light  infantry 
battalions  of  militia  forming  in 
Ireland :  ift  batallion,  Patrick 
Hughes ;  2d  John  M’Cafcy  ;  3d 
C.  H.  Quinn;  4th  Henry  Forcadej 
5th  David  Linn  3  and  6th  Robert 
Maxwell. 

War -Office ,  OH.  1 5.  Staff.  Ed¬ 
ward  Buckley,  gent,  to  be  ar: 
affiftant-commiffaiy  of  ftores  and 
provifions  to  the  forces.— Garri- 
fon.  Rev.  John  Deeds,  to  be  chap¬ 
lain  to  the  garrif@n  of  Port 
d’Efpagne,  in  the  iiland  of  Trim- 
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Barracks.  Robert  Wilfon, 
Efq.  late  captain  in  the  49th  foot, 
to  be  barrack-mafter  in  Great 
Britain. 

Dublin- Cajile,  Oft,  20.  Hon* 
arid  Rein  Charles  Lindfay,  D.  D. 
to  be  bifhop  of  Killaloe  and  Kil- 
fenora,  alias  Tanabor,  vice  Knox, 
tran dated  to  the  fee  of  Derry. 

War -Office,  Oft.  20.,  Brevet, 
Col,  John  Ramfay,  of  the  Chaf- 
feurs  Britanniqries,  to  be  a  briga¬ 
dier-general  in  the  illand  of  Malta 
(only.  Major  James  Campbell,  of 
the  9 1 11  foot,  to  be  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  in  the  army.  Capt.  Henry 
James  Shawe,  of  the  6 id  foot, 
and  captain  Francis  Forrefter,  of 
the  15th  light  dragoons,  tb  be 
majors  in  the  army.  Capt.  Daniel 
Lyman,  of  the  2d  Royal  garrifon 
battalion,  to  be  major  in  the  army 
in  the  idand  of  Sciily  only, — Staff. 

*  m' 

Lieutenant-general,  William  Lord 
Cathcart,  to  be  commander  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces  in  Ireland.  To 
be  infpeding  field-officers  df  yeo¬ 
manry  and  volunteer  corps,  with 
the  temporary  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonels  in  the  army,  fo  long  only 
as  they  continue  to  hold  thefe  ap¬ 
pointments,  viz.  John  Enys,  Efq. 
late  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  29th 
foot ;  lieutenant-colonel  Daniel  Sed-* 
don,  on  half-pay  of  the  late  2  zd 
light  Dragoons ;  and  — Dodd,  Efq. 
late  major  of  the  Invernefs  fen- 
cibles,- — -Hofpitals-Staff.  Surgeon 
Clement  Archer,  from  the  Irifh 
eftablifhmentj  to  be  furgeon  to  the 
forces  in  Great  Britain,  vice  Crof- 
ton,  who  exchanges.  Surgeon-— 
Crofton,  from  the  Englidi  eftab- 
lifhment,  to  be  furgeon  to  the 
forces  in  Ireland,  vice  Archer, 

War -Office,  OH,  22.  Barracks. 
To  be  barrack-mafters  in  Great 
Britain  3  Samuel  Palmer,  captain 


in  the  Beer  and  Seaton  %*olunteer 
artillery  ;  James  Dufantoy,  lieute-* 
nant  of  invalided  marines,  vibe 
Davies,  promoted  to  be  extra-afiifL 
ant-barrack-mafter-general  ;  and 
George  Lawfon  Hall,  late  a  captairt 
in  the  30th  foot. 

dA  James's,  OH.  26.  Henrv- 
Charles,  Duke  of  Beaufort,  fworn 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  counties  of 
Monmouth  and  Brecon,  vice  his 
Father*  deceafed. 

IP etr -Office,  OH.  27.  HofpitaL 
Staff.  Surgeon,  James  Pitcairn,  to 
to  be  afiiftant-infpeHor  to  the  forces 
ferving  in  Ireland.  Surgeon  Ebe^ 
nezer  Browne,  from  the  30th  foot* 
to  be  furgeon  to  the  forces.-  Sur¬ 
geon  George  Mitchelfon,  from  the 
26th  foot,  to  be  furgeon  to  a  re- 
cruicing-diftriH,  vice  Fitzgerald* 
deceafed. 

Whitehall,  OH.  27.  John  Hak» 
kett,  Efq.  appointed  captain-ge¬ 
neral  and  governor  in  chief  of  the 
ifland  of  Tobago. 

Whitehall,  OH.  29,  Right  Hon; 
Lord  Vifcount  Caftlereagh,  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  Lord  HawkeD 
bury.  Lord  Hobart,  Charles  Yorke, 
Henry  Addington,  Lord  Glen- 
bervie,  Thomas  Wallace,  Edward 
Golding,  and  Thomas  Maitland, 
Efqrs.  appointed  his  MsjeftyN 
eommiffioners  for  the  affairs  of 
India.— Rev.  J.  Brereton,  M.  A, 
appointed  a  prebendary  of  Salifbury 
cathedral,  vice  Burgefs,  now  bifhop 
of  BrifloL  - 

Dub  lin  -C  a  file,  Nov.  r.  Wiiliam 
Dowries,  chief  juftice  of  the  court 
of  King's  Bench,  fworn.  of  his 
MajeftyN  moft  honourable  Frivy- 
council  ot  Ireland. 

War-Office,  Nov.  1.  Barracks. 
James  Taitt,  Efq.  late  an  affiftant* 
dcputy-quarter-mafler-general  '  in* 
.America,  to  be  barrack-mafter  at 
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the  Bahamas,  vice  Carre,  deceafed. 
To  be  barrack- matters  in  Great 
Britain:  John  Brown,  Efq.  captain 
in  the  5  th  battalion  of  referve  ; 
John  Macdonald,  Efq.  late  of  the 
regiment  of  the  Ifles,  vice  Crich¬ 
ton,  refigned;  and  Charles  Wright, 
Efq*  captain  on  half- pay  of  the 
7 2d  foot.  To  be  deputy-barrask- 
matters  in  Great  Britain  :  Thomas 
Halls,  lieutenant  of  retired  ma¬ 
rines,  and  Launcelot  Hayman. 

War-Office,  Nov.  3.  Brevet, 
lieutenant-colonel  Richard  Thomas 
Nelfon,  on  half-pay  of  the  late 
Effex  fencibles,  to  be  colonel  611 
the  army. — His  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  appoint  the  following 
officers  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's 
forces,  to  take  rank  by  Brevet  in 
his  Majefty’s  army  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  only  :  To  be  major-generals, 
colonel  Richard  Lucas,  and  co¬ 
lonel  Kenneth  Mackenzie ;  to  be 
lieutenant-colonels.  Majors,  John 
Charles  Witter,  John  Bell,  and 
John  Arthur  Tanner ;  to  be  majors, 
captains  James  Robertfon,  and 
John  Griffith. — Staff.  To  be  in- 
fpe&ing  field-officers  of  yeomanry 
and  volunteer  corps,  with  the  tem¬ 
porary  rank  of  lieutenant-colonels 
in  the  army,  fo  long  only  as  they 
(hall  hold  the  faid  appointments, 
viz.  colonel  John  Gordon  Cuming, 
of  the  late  Invernefs  fencibles,  and 

—  Blakeney,  Efq.  late  major 
of  the  23d  foot. — Hofpital  Staff. 
Surgeon,  Thomfon  Fortter,  from 
Klf-pay,  to  be  furgeon  to  the 
forces.  ’ 

War-Office ,  Nov,  5.  Barracks, 
Nathaniel  Fortter,  lieutenant  on 
Half-pay  of  the  late  loyal  Sheffield 
regiment,  to  be  a  barrack.-mafter 
in  Great  Britain.  John  George 
Tell,  lieutenant  in  the  Leicefterftiire 


militia,  to  be  a  deputy-barrack- 
matter  in  Great  Britain. 

Dublin -cajlle ,  Nov.  J.  Right 
Hon.  St.  George  Daly,  one  of  the 
barons  of  the  court  of  exchequer 
in  Ireland,  appointed  one  of  the 
juftices  of  the  court  of  King’s 
bench,  vice  Right  Hon.  William 
Downess,  appointed  chief  juftice  of 
the  faid  court. — James  McClel¬ 
land,  Efq.  folicitor-general  in 
Ireland,  appointed  one  of  the 
barons  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in 
Ireland,  vice  Daly. — William  Co- 
nyngham  Plunkett,  Efq.  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  counfel  at  law,  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Majefty’s  folicitor-ge¬ 
neral  in  Ireland,  vice  McClelland. 

St .  James’s,  Nov.  9.  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Lord  Pelham,  fworn 
chancellor  of  the  duchy  and  county- 
palatine  of  Lancafter,  vice  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  refigned. 

War -Office,  Nov.  9.  Staff, 
Captain  William  Samuel  Currey, 
of  the  86th  foot,  to  be  deputy- 
quarter-mafter-general  to  the  forces 
ferving  in  both  the  Canadas,  with 
the  rank  of  major  in  the  army.— 
Hofpital  Staff.  Surgeon,  George 
Heatherley,  from  the  37th  foot, 
to  be  garrifon-furgeon  of  St.  Lucia* 
Surgeon,  David  Hutchefon,  from 
the  68th  foot,  to  be  apothecary  to 
the  forces.  * 

Downing -Jlreet,  Nov.  12.  Hon, 
Henry  Pierrepont,  appointed  his 
Ma jetty’s  envoy-extraordinary  at 
the  court  of  Stockholm. 

Whitehall,  Nov.  12.  Rev.  Walter 
King,  D.  D.  to  be  prebendary  of 
Canterbury,  vice  Bafbv,  refigned. 
War -Office,  Nov  Is.  Staff. 
John  Offay,  to  be  an  afiiftant- 
commiffary  of  (lores,  provifions, 
and  forage  to  the  forces.  William 

Fiflier,  to  be  an  aififtant-commiffary 
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ef  {lores,  proviiions,  and  forage 
On  home  fervice. 

Whitehall,  Nov.  15.  Major- 
general  John  Stuart,  permitted  to 
receive  and  wear  infignia  of  the 
Ottoman  imperial  order  of  the 
crefcent,  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  Grand  Seignior. 

Whitehall ,  Nov.  16.  Right 
Hon.  Robert  Banks  Jenkinfon 
(commonly  called  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,)  fummoned  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  by  the  ftile  ancj  title  of 
baron  Hawke Ibur)*, of  Hawkefbury, 
co-Gloucefter. 

War-Office ,  Nov.  17.  Lieute¬ 
nant-general,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Adolphus  Frederick,  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  K.  G.  to  be  colonel  in 
chief  of  the  King’s  German  legion. 
—Brevet.  Major  William  Kent, 
of  the  toth  foot,  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  army. — Staff.  Major 
Lachlan  M‘Quarrie,  of  the  86th 
foot,  to  be  deputy-adjutant-general 
to  the  forces  lately  ferving  in 
Egypt,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  army.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Henry  Cuyler,  on  half-pay 
of  the  27  th  foot,  to  be  an  infpeft- 
ing  field-officer  of  yeomanry  and 
volunteer  corps,  vice  Dodd,  re- 
iigned.  Rev.  George  Clarke,  to 
be  chaplain  to  the  royal  military 
afylum.— Garrifon,  Surgeon,  Alex¬ 
ander  Straith,  from  the  fecond 
garrifon-battalion,  to  be  extra- 
garrifon-furgeon  of  Gibraltar,  vice 
Pyrn,  promoted. — Hofpital-StafF. 
Surgeons,  H.  B.  Worth,  and  W. 
North,  fen.  from  half,  pay,  to  be 
fijrgeons  to  the  forces.  Surgeon, 
James  Rogers,  from  the  4th  gar- 
rifon-battalion,  to  be  furgeon  to 
the  forces  ferving  in  Ireland,  <vice 
Peile,  promoted.  To  be  furgeoas 
to  the  divifions  of  light  infantry 
militia  in  Ireland;  Hi  divifion, 


affiftant-furgeon,  S.  L.  Steele,  from 
the  89th  foot ;  2nd,  affiftant  fur¬ 
geon,  Alexander  Boyle,  from  the 
62  foot ;  3d,  affiftant-furgeon,  John 
Henning,  from  the  3d  dragoons. 

Whitehall ,  No v.  19.  Right  Horw 
Henry  Addington,  George  Thy nrie, 
Efq.  (commonly  called  Lord  George 
Thynne,)  Nathaniel  Bond,  Wil¬ 
liam  Brodrick,  and  Edward  Gold¬ 
ing,  Efqrs.  appointed  commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  treafurer 
of  his  Majelly’s  exchequer. 

Whitehall ,  Nov.  22.  Janies 
Mackintofh,  Efq.  appointed  re¬ 
corder  of  Bombay,  vice  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Syer,  deceafed. 

St.  James* sf  Nov.  23.  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Maitland,  and  Right 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Bond,  iworn  of 
the  privy  council. 

Whitehall}  Nov.  36.  Brook 
Watfon,  of  Eaft  Sheen,  co  Surry, 
Efq.  cammiffary- general  to  his 
Majefty’s  forces  in  Great  Britain, 
created  a  baronet  of  United  King¬ 
dom,  with  remainder,  in  default 
of  iffue  inale,  to  William  Kay, 
Efq.  deputy  commiffary-general  of 
the  faid  forces,  great  nephew  of 
the  faid  Brook  Watfon,  Efq.  and 
to  Brook  Kay,  Efq.  an  officer  in 
the  naval  fervice  of  the  Eaffi  India 
company,  and  to  their  refpe&ive 
male  iffue. 

William  Henry  Jervis,  Efq. 
captain  in  the  Royal  Navy,  ap¬ 
pointed  treafurer  and  receiver-ge¬ 
neral  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  in 
the  room  of  admiral  Payne,  de¬ 
ceafed. 

War-Office ,  Nov.  29.  Staff. 
Lieutenant  and  adjutant' — Jervis, 
to  be  captain  of  the  fiaff  at  the 
army  Depot,  in  the  Ifie  of  Wight. 
— To  be  infpedling  field-officers  of 
yeomanry  and  volunteer  corps, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colo- 

*  F  3  neh; 
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mels  \n  the  Army,  fo  long  only  as 
they  continue  to  hold  the  faid  ap¬ 
pointments  :  colonel  Walter  Kep, 
on  half-pay  of  the  late  Britifh 
fencibles ;  lieutenant  colonel  Boyle 
Travers,  on  half-pay  of  the  late 
si  2th  foot;  lieutenant-colonel 
George  Jackfon,  on  half. pay  of 
the  late  Argyleftiirfc  fencibles ; 
lieutenant- colonel  Thomas  Moly- 
neux,  on  half-pay  of  the  late 
104th  foot;  lieutenant-col,  Francis 
Delaval,  op  half-pay  of  the  inde¬ 
pendents  ;  lieutenant-colonel  Sir 
Montagu  Bourgoyne,  bart.  on 
half- pay  of  the  21ft  light  dra¬ 
goons  ;  Thomas  R.  Grey,  Efq. 
late  lieutenant -colonel  of  the  20  th 
foot ;  Robert  Bell,  late  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  86th  foot;  Henry 
Chaytor,  Efq.  late  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  of  the  ill  foot-guards ;  Fre¬ 
derick  Keppel,  Rfq.  late  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  49th  foot ;  Sir 
Edward  Barnes,  Knt.  late  lieu't. 
coionei  of  the  83d  foot;  Andrew 
Wight,  Efq.  late  major  of  the- 
36th  foot ;  John  Murray,.  Efq. 
William  Gooch,  Efq.  late  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  of  the  5  th  foot ;  colo- 
lonel  George  Warde,  of  the  late 
horfe  grenadier,  guards ;  and  C. 
Watfon,  Efq.  late  lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel  of  the  3d  dragoons. — Hofpital- 
Haff.  Apothecary,  J.  Gaypor,  from 
half. pay,  to  be  apothecary  to  the 
forces.  Deputy  purveyor  C.  James, 
from  half- pay,  to  be  a  deputy - 
purveyor  to  the  forces. 

War -Office,  Dec.  r.  Barracks. 
Stackhoule  Thompfon,  Efq.  pay- 
mailer  of  the  4th  battalion  of  re- 
ferve,  to  be  a  barrack -mailer  in 
Great  Britain. 

Carlt&n-Houfe,  Dec.  6.  Thomas 
Tyrwhitt,  Efq.  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  sfPortarlington,  appointed 
(by  the  Prince  of  Wales)  lord 


warden  of  the  Stannaries,  and  acL 
mira!  of  the  duchy  ports  and  bar-, 
hours,  in  the  counties  of  Cornwall 
and  Devon,  vice  admiral  Payne, 
deceafed. — John  M‘Mahon,  Efq. 
M.  P.  for  the  borough  of  Aid- 
borough,  appointed  fecretary  and 
keeper  of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s 
privy-feal  and  council-feal,  and 
auditor  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall, 
•vice  Tyrwhitt,  prompted. 

War -Office ,  Dec.  8,  To  be  in- 
fpe cling  held- officers  of  yeomanry 
and  volunteer  corps :  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Matthew  Sharpe,  from 
half-pay  of  the  late  28th  light 
dragoons ;  and  lieutenant -colonel 
William  Hutchinfon,  on  half,  pay 
of  the  late  independent  compa-, 
nies.-— -Hofpital-StafF,  Surgeon  W. 
Adams,  from  th«  39th  foot,  to 
be  furgeon  of  a  recruiting-dillrifl^ 
vice  Pitcairn,  pspmoted. 

War-Office ,  Dec.  10.  Staff, 
Leeds  Booth,  Efq.  late  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  87  th  foot,  to  be  an 
infpebting  field-officer  of  yeomanry 
and  volunteer  corps,  (with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant -colonel  in  the  army, 
fo  long  only  as  he  lhall  hold  the 
faid  appointment,)  vice  Molyneux, 
refigned.  Affiiftant  commiffary 
John  Biftett,  to  be  a  deputy-corn* 
milfary -general  of  ftores,  provi- 
fions,  and  forage  to  the  forces, 
vice  Longden,  refigned.  John 
Durie,  to  be  an  afliftant-commiftary 
of  ftores,  provifions,  and  forage 
to  the  forces  ferving  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  vice  Sanfiiford,  refigned. — - 
Garrifon,  George  Gordon,  D.  D„ 
to  be  chaplain  to  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  George,  vice  James  Gordon, 
refigned. — Hofpital-ftaff,  Surgeon 
William  C-emins,  to  be  an  affiftant- 
infpeftor  of  hpfpitals  to  the  forces 
ferving  in  Ireland.  Surgeon  Hufon 
Bigger,  to  be  furgeon  to  the  faid 

forces. 
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forces. — Barracks.  To  be  barrack- 
mafters  in  Great  Britain :  Robert 
Edward  Hunter,  Efq.  captain  in 
the  Margate  volunteer  infantry ; 
Thomas  B.  Tindal,  Efq.  captain 
and  adjutant  of  the  Cornwall  mi¬ 
litia,  vice  Foy ;  William  Wight- 
man,  lieutenant  of  the  retired  ma¬ 
rines,  and  of  the  fir  ft  Devonlhire 
militia ;  and  John  Belfon,  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  reduced  marines,  and 
of  the  2d  Staffordlhire  militia. 

Whitehall ,  Dec.  15.  Rev.  George 
Hutton,  M.  A.  prefented  to  the 
vicarage  of  Sutterton,  co.  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  vice  Dr.  Charles  Lindfay, 
promoted  to  the  fee  of  Killaloe 
and  Kilfenora  in  Ireland. 

Whitehall ,  Dec.  17.  John  Lane, 
Efq.  of  Upper  Eaton-ftreet,  Grofve- 
nor-place,  to  be  receiver-general 
of  the  duty  of  one  {hilling  in  the 
pound  on  falaries,  fees,  and  wages 
of  any  offices  and  employments 
payable  by  the  crown  in  Nor  th¬ 
is  ri  tain,  vice  the  earl  of  Leven  and 
Melville,  refigned. 

#.  3  antes’ sy  Dec.  21ft.  James 
Mackintofh,  Efq.  to  the  honour 
of  knighthood. 

Dovmiag-Jlreet ,  Dec.  22.  Charles 
Cameron,  Efq.  appointed  captain- 
general  and  governor  in  chief  in  and 
over  his  Majefty’s  Bahama  Illands 
in  America. 

War-Office ,  Dec.  24.  Brevet. 
Major  William  Maundy  Harvey, 
of  the  1  ft  Weft  India  regiment,  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army. — 
Staff.  Captain  David  Williams, 
from  the  7  th  foot,  to  be  captain  on 
the  Staff  at  the  army  depot,  vice 
Wooldridge,  exchanged.  To  be 
infpe&ing  field  officers  of  yeomanry 
and  volunteer  corps:  colonel  G. 
Bromhead,  on  half-pay  of  the  late 
Lochabcr  fencibles ;  Colonel  Wil¬ 
liam  Murray,  on  half-pay  of  the 


late  24th  light  dragoons ;  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  John  Lee,  on  half-pay 
of  the  lath  1 1  2th  foot ;  lieutenant- 
colonel  James  Oide,  on  half- pay  of 
the  4th  foot ;  and  Gordon  Skelly, 
Efq.  late  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
Royals,  (with  temporary  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army.)-— 
Hofpitai-ftalfi.  Surgeon  .William 
Hu ffey,  from  the  Royal  horfe.- 
guards,  to  be  an  affiftant-infpeflor 
of  hofpitals.  Surgeon  Edward 
Porteus,  from  the  45th  foot,  to  be 
furgeon  to  the  forces,  vice  Bal¬ 
main,  deceafed. — Barracks.  Web- 
Her  Whiftler,  late  a  lieutenant  in 
the  24th  light  dragoons,  to  be 
a  barrack-mafter  in  Great-Britain, 
vice  Pyott,  deceafed. 

Dovjrnng-fireety  Dec.  2 6.  John- 
Philip  Morier,  Efq.  appointed 
conful-general  in  Albania,  the 
Morea,  and  the  adjacent  territories 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  Charles 
Lock,  Efq.  to  be  conful-general 
in  the  kingdom  of  Egypt. 

War  -Office ,  Dec.  27.  Brevet* 
Captain  Earneft  Miffet,  of  the 
Queen's  German  regiment,  to  be 
major  in  the  army. — Staff.  Cap¬ 
tain  William  Marlay,  of  the  Staff 
corps,  to  be  a  permanent  affiftant 
in  the  quarter-mafter-general’s  de¬ 
partment  { with  the  rank  of  major 
in  the  army,)  vice  Lowe,  appointed 
to  the  command  of  a  corps. 

Bfriign  - -  Karon,  of  the  ift 

Royal  garrifon  battalion,  to  be 
adjutant  to  the  detachments  in 
Hilfea  barracks,  vice  Stevenfon, 
appointed  adjutant  to  the  ift  Royal 
garrifon  battalion.  H.  Blfhoppe, 
Efq.  late  major  in  the  17th  light 
dragoons^  to  be  infp^Hing  field- 
officer  of  yeomanry  and  volunteer 
corps,  with  temporary  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army. 

JDovminr-flrecty  Pec.  27.  Right 
*  ¥  4  “  Hon. 
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Hon.  Percy  Lord  Vifcount  Strange 
ford,  appointed  fecretary  of  lega. 
lion  to  the  court  of  Lifbon. 


DEATHS  for  the  Year  1803. 

Jan.  r.  At  Paris,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Cecil,  mother  of  the  Marquis 
of  Exeter.  She  was  a  foreign 
lady,  Charlotte  Gornier,  married 
to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cin,  1733. 

4.  At  Raphoe,  in  Ireland,  Mrs. 
Hawkins,  lady  of  the  Biftiop  of 
Raphoe. 

12.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  R, 
Truce,  daughter  of  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  Earl  of  Kincardine,  and  aunt 
to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Elgin. 

$4.  At  Paris,  of  a  decline,  the 
Hon.  Temple  Luttrell,  next  brother 
to  Earl  Carhampton. 

A. 

17.  The  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Aylefbury. 

20.  At  Nice,  of  a  decline,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Charles  Ellis,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Lord  Hervey. 

24.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Wemyfs,  widow  of  the 
Hon.  James  W.  of  Wemyfs,  and 
lifter  to  the  late  Earl  of  Sutherland. 

29.  At  Dufieldorf,  Baronefs 
Hompefch,  wife  of  Major-gene¬ 
ral  Baron  Ferdinand  H.  and  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Hugh 
Chriftian,  K.  B. 

Lately,  in  the  Mediterranean 
fea,  whither  he  had  gone  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health,  the  Hon. 
Cap.  Duncan,  of  the  guards,  eldeft 
fon  of  Lord  Vifcount  D.  His 
body  was  conveyed  to  Malta, 
where  it  was  interred  with  military 
honours. 

Feb.  3.  At  Offenbach,  in  his 
68  th  year,  the  Prince  of  Yfenbourg. 
He  is  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  Prince 
Charles-Frederick-  Louis-  Maurice, 
of  Yfenbourg,  commander  of  the 
order  of  Malta. 


6.  Plon*  Mrs.  Henniker,  widow 
of  Major  H,  Efq.  fecond  fon  of 
the  late  Lord  H. 

11.  In  Ireland,  the  Hon,  James 
Tonfon,  fecond  fon  of  the  late 
Lord  Riverfdale, 

it.  At  Munich,  aged  3  years. 
Prince  Maximilian  of  Bavaria, 
third  fon  of  the  Eledlor. 

At  Bath,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Bag- 
well,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  late 
Lord  Graves. 

26,  -The  Hon.  Edward  Griffin 
Kinnaird,  fecond  fon  of  Lord  K. 

March - At  her  houfe  at  El- 

ford,  co.  Stafford,  in  her  87th 
year,  Mary  dowager  Vifcountefs 
Andover.  She  had  lived  fecluded 
from  all  fociety,  but  that  of  her 
relations  and  rnoft  intimate  friends* 
for  the  laft  20  years ;  and  has  died 
immenfely  rich,  both  in  landed 
and  perfonal  property.  She  was 
fifter  to  the  late  Earl  of  Aylesford, 
and  married  William  Lord  Vifcount 
Andover,  fon  of  Lord  Suffolk,  who 
died  before  his  father.  Her  chil¬ 
dren  by  him  were,  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  formerly  fecretary  of  ftate, 
and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Howard,  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  Hon.  Richard  Bagot, 
now  Mr.  Howard,  brother  to  the 
late  Lord  Bagot.  Lord  Suffolk, 
in  1777,  married  his  firft  coufin, 
Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  eldeft  fifter 
to  the  Earl  of  Aylesford.  ■' 

4.  At  his  Lordfhip’s  houfe  in 
Stratton-ftreet,  the  infant  fon  of 
Lord  Pelham. 

At  Harrow  fchool,  the  Hon. 
Frederick  Nugent,  fecond  fon  of 
the  Earl  of  Weflmeath. 

6.  In  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  the 
widow  of  Samuel  Ruffey,  Efq. 
fifter  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Duck- 
enfield. 

8.  At  his  town-houfe  in  Cleve¬ 
land-row,  about  half  paft  3  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  after  a  fhort  illnefs 

from 
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f*om  a  cold,  which  brought  on  the 
complaints  accompanying  the  in¬ 
fluenza,  Francis  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water,  Marquis  of  Brackiey,  Earl 
of  Bridgewater,  Vifcount  Brack- 
ley,  and  Baron  of  Ellefmere,  of 
Worftey,  in  Lancafhire,  and  Afh- 
ridge,  Bucks.  He  was  born  May 
21,  1726;  and  fucceeded  the  late 
Duke  John,  his  brother,  in  1748  ; 
and  remained  unmarried.  Of  thofe 
illuftrious  characters  that  have  done 
honour  to  the  Britifh  peerage,  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater  deferved  to 
be  placed  in  ihe  firft  rank.  That 
time  and  fortune  which  too  many 
others  have  devoted  to  purpofes,  if 
not  injurious  to  fociety,  at  lead 
iifelefs,  his  Grace  fpent  in  purfuits 
that  entitle  him  to  be  called  the 
benefaCtor  of  his  country.  By  his 
active  fpirit,  and  his  unfhaken  per¬ 
severance,  he  amaffed  immenfe 
wealth.  But  the  'publick  grew 
rich  with  him;  and  his  labours 
were  not  more  profitable  to  himfelf 
than  they  were  to  his  country. 
His  return  to  the  income-tax  was 
1  lojoool.  a  year  ;  the  greater  part 
acquired  by  his  own  exertions, 
and  derived  from  circumftances  of 
the  higheit  benefit  to  the  nation. 
He  was  the  third  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water,  and  died  without  iffue. 

11.  At  Richmond,  Surrey,  in 
her  71ft  year,  the  Hon.  Julian 
Howe,  lifter  to  Vifcount  H. 

14.  Mrs.  Lowtfi,  relict  of  the 
late  Bifhop  of  London. 

20.  In  his  8 2d  year,  the  Hon. 
James-Everard  Arundel,  fecond  fon 
of  Henry  lixth  Baron  Arundel  of 
Wardour,  by  his  firft  wife,  Eli¬ 
zabeth- Eleanor,  daughter  and  heir 
of  Baron  Everard,  of  the  princi¬ 
pality  of  Liege,  one  of  the  barons 
of  the  empire.  He  married,  1 75 1, 
Anne,  daughter  and  heir  of  John 
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Windham,  Efq.  of  Afhcombe, 
Wilts,  by  whom  he  had  James- 
Everard,  who  died  young,  and  was 
buried  in  Salifbury  cathedral ; 
James-Everard,  born  17 63;  Tho- 
mas-Raymond,  born  1765;  Elea¬ 
nor- Anne,  born  1752;  Mary- 
Windham,  born  1757  ;  and  Cathe- 
rine-Elizabeth,  born  1759;  mar¬ 
ried,  1792,  to  Geo.  Ryves,  Efq,, 
captain  of  his  Majefty's  £hip  Agin- 
ccfurt,  and  eldeft  fon  of  the  late 
G.  R.  Efq.  of  Ranfton,  Dorfet, 
by  whom  fhe  has  feveral  children, 

21.  At  Wandfworth,  Surry, 
aged  40,  H.  Benge,  Efq.  late  of 
the  royal  navy. 

In  his  76th  year,  the  Hon, 
Thomas  Walpole,  fecond  fon  of 
Horatio  firft  Lord  Walpole,  of 
Woolterton,  co.  Norfolk. 

In  Blackman-ftreet,  Southwark, 
in  his  7.0th  year,  John  Pardon,  Efq, 
treafurer  of  the  county  of  Surrey,* 

At  Twinfted-hall,  near  Sud 
bury,  Suffolk,  while  fitting  in  his 
chair,  aged  72,  Sir  James  Marriott, 
Knt.  mafter  of  Trinity-hall,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  late  judge  of  the  high 
court  of  admiralty,  and  alfo  late 
M.P.  for  Sudbury,  which  he  re-' 
prefented  in  two  parliaments. 

28.  At  her  ladylhip’s  feat  at 
Bounds,  in  her  56th  year,  Mary 
Countefs  of  Darnley,  reliCl  of  John 
third  Earl  of  Darnley.  Her  lady- 
fhip  was  only  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  John  Stoyte,  Efq.  of  Street,  co. 
Weftmeath,  Ireland  (by  Mary 
Howard,  fifter  of  Ralph  Vifcount 
Wicklow,)  and  married,  1 766,  John 
Earl  of  Darnley,  by  whom  Ihe 
had  feven  children,  the  eldeft  of 
whom,  John,  is  the  prefent  Earl  of 
Darnley  in  Ireland,  and  Baron 
Clifton  in  England,  and  married, 
1791,  Mifs  Brownlow,  daughter  of 
the  late  Right  Hon.  Win,  Brown- 
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low,  of  Lurgian,  in  Ireland.  Her 
remains  were  interred  at  South 
Borough  chapel,  near  Tunbridge 
Wells ;  a  number  of  poor  children, 
educated  and  cloathed  at  her  ex. 
pence,  attended  the  fuueral  in 
mourning. 

At  Munich,  Lady  Wallace, 
lifter  to  the  Duchefs  of  Gordon, 
and,  in  former  times,  well  known 
in  the  literary  world  and  the 
circles  of  fafhion. 

29.  At  Vienna,  aged  70,  Geof. 
Baron  Van  Swieten,  commander 
of  the  order  of  St.  Stephen,  and 
director  of  the  Imperial  library. 
He  was  fon  of  the  celebrated 
Baron  Van  Swieten,  the  phyfician, 
and  was,  fome  years  fince,  the 
imperial  envoy  at  the  court  of 
Berlin.  He  has  bequeathed  his 
library  (including  a  very  confider- 
able  muftcal  collection)  to  the  upi- 
verfity  of  Vienna. 

'  April  2.  In  Scotland,  Sir  James 
Montgomery,  late  lord  chief  baron 
of  Scotland,  and  uncle  to  the 
unfortunate  colonel  M.  who  was 
killed  in  a  duel  with  captain 
Macnamara  on  the  6th. 

3.  At  Burton-Pynfent,  co.  $0- 
merfet,  the  Right  Hon.  Hefter 
Grenville,  Baronefs  of  Chatham 
in  her  own  right,  and  Gountefs- 
dowager  of  Chatham.  Her  lady- 
fhip  was  the  only  daughter  of 
Richard  Grenville,  of  Wotton,  by 
Hefter  Temple,  Vifcountefs  Cob- 
ham,  to  which  title  fhe  fucceeded 
on  the  death  of  her  brother,  and 
was  created  Countefs  Temple  1749. 
Hefter  Grenville,  Baronefs  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  was  the  only  daughter  by 
this  marriage,  and  was  created  a 
pee  refs  Odd.  5,  1761,  having  mar¬ 
ried,  Nov.  6,  1734,  William  Pitt, 
the  illuftrious  Earl  of  Chatham, 
by  whom  (lie  has  left  Blue  the 


prelent  Earl  and  the  Right  Hon« 
William  Pitt. 

5.  At  her  houfe,  in  Wimpole. 
ftreet,  aged  86,  Lady  Frances 
Williams  Wynn,  relift  of  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Williams  Wynn. 

7.  At  Edinburgh,  in  his  77th 
year,  Patrick  Crichton,  Earl  of 
Dumfries,  elefted,  1786,  one  of 
the  1 6  peers  of  Scotland.  He  fuc¬ 
ceeded  his  uncle,  the  fourth  earl ; 
and  married,  1771,  a  daughter  of 
Ronald  Crawford,  Efq.  of  Reftal- 
rig,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  bom 
1776,  and  a  daughter,  born 

I773« 

9.  At  his  houfe  in  Jermyn -ftreet, 
in  his  63d  year,  Gen.  de  Boner, 
meifter,  refident-minifter  from  the 
court  of  Heffe-Caffel.  His  re¬ 
mains  were  depofited  in  the  Savoy 
chapel.  In  the  death  of  this  dif, 
tinguifhed  perfonage  the  Landgrave 
of  Heffe-Caffel  has  loft  an  able 
general  and  a  faithful  minifter. 
His  Excellency's  military  career 
has  fhewn  itfelf  moft  confpicuoufty 
in  the  German,  American,  and 
late  continental  wars ;  and  he  bore 
to  his  grave  the  honourable  wounds 
he  received  in  thofe  contefts.  His 
fervices  were  principally  with  his 
Britannic  Majefty’s  troops.  His 
fuavity  and  mildnefs  of  manners 
endeared  him  particularly  to  their 
Majefty’s  and  the  Royal  Family, 
to  moft  of  the  Nobility,  and  to 
all  thofe  who  had  the  honour  of  his 
acquaintance.  His  Excellency’s 
illnefs  was  long  and  painful ; 
during  which  time  the  attention  of 
his  Excellency’s  fecretary,  N.  G, 
Lewis,  Efq.  and  a  number  of 
friends,  was  unremitted  ;  which 
muft  afford  much  confolation  to  his 
relatives  abroad. 

10.  At  Hoi  ton  Park,  co.  Oxford, 
in  her  24th  year,  the  Plon.  Mrs. 

barker, 
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Parker,  wife  of  colonel  P.  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 

15.  At  Vienna,  in  his  89th 
year,  the  Archbifhop  of  tha*  fee, 
Cardinal  Prince  Migazzy.  On 
the  preceding  day  he  had  taken  a 
walk  upon  the  Prater  ;  found  hirru 
felf  unwell ;  and,  returning  home, 
.expired  almoft  immediately.  Car¬ 
dinal  M-  it  is  well  known,  was 
not  upon  the  belt  terms  with 
the  Emperor  Jofeph  II,  and  re- 
fufbd  to  promote  any  of  that 
Monarch’s  views  of  reform.  He 
was  of  a  very  ancient  family, 
which  diltinguilhed  itfelf  in  the 
Valteline  in  the  year  1200;  and, 
for  fome  time,  he  filled  the  office 
of  imperial  envoy  at  Madrid.  His 
remains  were  interred  on  the  19th 
at  Vienna,  by  torch-light ;  the 
funeral  proceffion  being  opened  by 
the  children  of  the  orphan-houfe, 
and  the  poor  belonging  to  federal 
pther  charitable  foundations. 

18,  At  Stratford-houfe,  Effex,. 
John  Lord  Henniker,  Baron  Hen¬ 
niker,  of  Stratford-upon  Slaney, 

.  R.  S.  and  LL.  D.  His  Lordfhip 
was  born  in  1724,  and  married, 
1747,  Anne,  eldelt  daughter  (and 
coheirefs  with  her  filler,  Elizabeth 
Duchels  of  Chandos)  of  Sir  John 
Major,  Bart,  of  Warlingworth- 
h#ll,  co.  Suffolk,  and  had  ilTue,  1. 
the  Hon.  John  Henniker- Major ; 
2.  the  Hon.  Major  Henniker,  de- 
ceafed;  3.  the  Lion,  Gen.  Brydges- 
Henniker ;  4.  Anne-Elizabeth, 

married,  1  787,  Edward  Stratford, 
Earl  of  Aldborough,  and  died  at 
Aldborough-houfe,  Dublin,  July, 
2802,  without  lllue.  His  Lord- 
snip  was  defcended  from  an  ancient 
family  in  Kent ;  fucceeded  to  the 
title  of  baronet  1781 ,  and  was 
created  a  peer  July  30,  1800,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Henniker  of 


Stratford  upon-Slaney,  in  the  county 
of  Wicklow.  He  is  fucceeded  in 
his  title  and  large  ellates  by  his 
eldelf  fon,  the  Hon.  John-Henni. 
ker-Major,  F.  R.  S.  of  Portman. 
fquare,  now  fecond  Lord  Henniker, 
who  married  Emily,  daughter  of 
Robert  Jones,  Efq.  of  Duffrin* 
Glamorganshire. 

25.  At  Brighthelmllone,  after  a 
lingering  illnefs,  in  his  7th  year, 
the  Hon*  Vvhn,  Neville,  youngeft 
fon  of  Lord  Bray  broke. 

27.  At  his  feat  of  Caltletown, 
in  Ireland,  the  Right  Lion.  Thomas 
Conolly. . 

30.  At  her  father’s  Aat,  the 
Priory,  near  Stanmore,  co.  Middle- 
fex,  in  her  2  2d  year,  after  a  (hort 
illnefs  of  an  inflammation  of  the 
membrane  which  lines  the  wind¬ 
pipe,  and  which  very  fuddeniy 
produced  fuflocation,  Lady  Harriet 
Hamilton,  eldelt  daughter  of  the 
Marquis  of  Abercorn.  She  was 
to  have  been  married  to  the 
Marquis  of  Waterford  in  a  few 
days. 

In,  Frederick-ltreet,  Dublin, 
Lady  Grace  Queade,  daughter  of 
John  firlt  Earl  of  Aldborough, 
filter  to  the  prefent  Earl. 

May  1 .  At  her  houfe  in  Upper 
Seymour-ltreet,  Lady  M.  Mil- 
bourne. 

5.  At  Camelford-houfe,  co.  Ox¬ 
ford,  aged  65 ,  Anne,  dowager  Lady 
Camelford.  She  was  daughter  and  co¬ 
heir  of  Pinkney  Wilkinfon,  of  Burn, 
ham,  co.  Norfolk,  Efq.  and  mar¬ 
ried,  1771,  to  Thomas  Pitt,  Lord 
Camelford,  by  whom  Ihe  has  left 
one  fon,  and  a  daughter,  married, 
1792,  to  Wdlliam  Wyndham,  Lord 
Grenville. 

7.  At  >  Stratfield  Say,  Hants, 
aged  83,  George  Pitt,  Lord 
Rivers,  a  lord  of  his  Majefty’s 

bed. 
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feed-chamber,  and  lord  lieutenant 
and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the  county 
of  Dorfet,  in  which  he  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Lord  Dorchefter.  The 
peerage  defcends,  in  the  prefent 
inltance,  to  his  only  fon,  the  Hon. 
George  Pitt. 

21.  At  Kenlington,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Luttrell,  relift  of  the  Hon. 
Temple  L.  next  brother  of  Henry 
Earl  of  Carhampton.  She  was 
daughter  of  Sir  Henty  Gould, 
Knt.  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  in  England,  and 
lifter  of  Honoria  Countefs  of 
Cavan. 

At  Hazlewood,  co.  Sligo,  Ire¬ 
land,  William  Willoughby  Cole, 
Earl  of  Ennifkillen,  fo  created 
1789. 

At  her  houfe,  at  St.  Donlough’s, 
near  Dublin,  Lady  Catharine 
O’Toole,  filter  to  the  Earl  of 
Mountnorris. 

26.  At  Lydiard-Tregeze,  near 
Wootton- Ballet,  the  Hon  Mr.  St. 
John,  eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Bolingbroke. 

June  2.  In  Welbeck-ftreet,  Ca- 
vendilh-fquare,  aged  73,  Mrs. 
Catherine  frapaud,  relift  of  the 
late  Gen.  Cyrus  T.  who  died  May 
3,  1891,  and  aunt  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Bridgewater. 

3.  In  Cavendifn-fquare,  in  his 
43d  year,  the  Right  Hon.  and 
Rev.  George  Murray,  D.  D.  Lord 
Bifhop  of  St.  David’s,  and  brother 
to  the  Duke  of  Athol. 

4. -  At  Epfton-hall,  Suffolk,  in 
her  2  2d  year,  of  a  cold,  which 
fettled  in  the  cheft,  Lady  Caroline 
Fitzroy,  fixth  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Grafton. 

At  Forglen,  in  Scotland,  Wil¬ 
liam  Ogilvie,  Lord  BamfF. 

3.  At  the  Earl  of  Derby’s,  in 
Grofvenor-fquare,  after  a  fhort 


illnefs,  Mrs.  Farren,  *  mother  ©f 
the  Countefs  of  Derby. 

6.  At  her  apartments  near  Ken. 
fington,  the  Hon.  Mifs  Lambe, 
daughter  of  Lord  Melbourne. 

9.  In  Lower -Grofvenor-ftreet, 
the  Right  Rev.  Henry  Reignald 
Courtenay,  D.  D.  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Exeter,  fon  of  Sir  Win.  C.  of 
Powderham,  co.  Devon,  bart.  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  fi rib  Vifcount  Courte. 
nay,  and  uncle  to  the  prefent. 

12.  At  Florence,  Lady  Cathe¬ 
rine  Burgefs,  filler  to  the  Duke  of 
St.  Alban’s. 

20.  At  Bath,  after  a  long  ill¬ 
nefs,  aged  66,  the  Right  Hone 
Nathaniel  Lord  Harrowby. 

22.  The  wife  of  Thomas  Wil- 
kinfon,  Efq.  of  Binchefter,  co. 
Durham,  Daughter  of  the  late 
Lion.  Mr.  Lyon, 

July  1.  The  infant  daughter  of 
Lord  George  Henry  Cavendifh ; 
interred,  on  the  8th,  at  his  Lord. 
Blip’s  houfe,  in  Hertford-ftreet, 
aged  four  years,  the  youngelt 
daughter  of  Lord  Bruce. 

8.  At  Albano,  near  Rome,  of  a 
a  fevere  attack  of  the  gout,  aged 
73,  Frederick  Hervey,  Earl  of 
Briliol,  grandfon  ot  the  firft  Earl, 
in  which  title  he  fucceeded  his 
brother,  AuguEus-John,  1779,  and 
Bifnop  of  Cloyne,  1767,  of  Derry, 
1768,  and  a  privy-counfellor  of 
Ireland.  He  was  born  in  1730; 
educated  at  Mr.  Newcome’s  fehool 
at  Hackney  ;  admitted  01  Corpus 
Chrifti  College, Chambridge,  1747, 
where  he  took  no  degree ;  but  the 
honorary  one  of  D.  D.  was  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  by  mandamus.  He 
was  appointed  chaplain  in  ordinary 
to  the  King,  and  a  principal  clerk 
of  theprivy-feal,  both  which  he  re. 
ligned  when  appointed  a  bifhop. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
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cf  Sir  Gerrpayn  Davers,  who  died 
at  Ick worth,  Suffolk,  Dec.  19, 
1800,  by  whom  he  had  two  Tons : 
George,  late  captain  of  the  Zealous 
man  of  war,  and  Auguftus-John ; 
and  two  daughters,  Mary,  married 
to  John  Lord  Erne  of  Ireland,  and 
Elizabeth,  married  to  John-Thomas 
Fofter.  hie  was  among  the  leaders 
of  the  Irifh  patriots  during  the 
American  war,  and  a  member  of 
the  famous  convention  of  volunteer 
delegates  held  in  Dublin  in  1782  ; 
on  which  occafion  he  was  efcorted 
from  Derry  to  Dublin  by  a  regiment 
of  volunteer  cavalry,  and  received 
military  honours  in  every  town 
through  which  he  paffed  in  that 
long  journey.  His  Lordfhip  was 
building  at  his  family-feat  at  Ick- 
worth,  a  villa  on  the  Italian 
model,  by  Italian  architects  and 
artifts  of  every  clafs  ;  to  which  he 
had  appropriated  i2,oool.  annu¬ 
ally,  and  the  ornaments  of  which 
are  fo  tender  and  fharp  as  to  require 
covering  to  preferve  them  from 
injury  by  the  external  air.  As 
an  amateur,  conniffeur,  and  inde¬ 
fatigable  prcteCtor  of  the  fine- arts, 
he  died  at  his  poll,  furrounded  by 
artills,  whofe  talents  his  judgment 
had  directed,  and  whofe  wants  his 
liberality  had  relieved.  His  love 
oi  the  fciences  was  only  furpaffed 
by  his  love  to  his  country,  and  by 
his  generofity  to  the  unfortunate 
of  every  country  ;  neither  rank  nor 
power  efcaped  his  refen tment  when 
any  illiberal  opinion  was  thrown 
out  againft  England.  At  a  dinner 
with  the  late  King  of  Pruffia  and 
the  Prmce  Royal  ol  Denmark,  at 
Pyrmont,  in  1797,  he  boldly  faid, 
after  the  converfation  about  the 
active  ambition  'of  England  had 
been  changed  into  enquiries  about 


the  delicacy  of  a  roafted  capon, 
that  he  did  not  like  neutral  ani¬ 
mals,  let  them  be  ever  fo  delicate. 
In  1798  he  was  arrefted  by  the 
French  in  Italy,  and  confined  irt 
the  caftle  of  Milan  ;  was  plundered 
by  the  republicans  of  a  valuable 
and  well-chofen  collection  of  an¬ 
tiquities,  which  he  had  purchafed 
with  a  view  of  tranfmitting  to  his 
native  country  ;  and  was  betrayed 
and  cheated  by  many  Italians, 
whofe  benefactor  he  had  been. 
But  neither  the  injuftice  nor  the 
ingratitude  of  mankind  changed 
his  liberal  difpofition  :  he  no  fooner 
recovered  his  liberty  than  new  be- 
Refactions  forced  even  the  ungrate¬ 
ful  to  repent,  and  the  unjuft  to 
acknowledge  his  elevated  mind. 
The  Earl  of  Briftol  was  one  of  the 
greateft  Englifti  travellers  (a  capa¬ 
city  in  which  his  merits  have  been 
duly  appreciated  by  the  celebrated 
Martin  Sherlock  ;)  and  there  is  noc 
a  country  in  Europe  where  the  dif- 
treffed  have  not  obtained  his 
fuccour,  and  the  oppreffed  his 
protection .  He  may  truly  be  faid 
to  have  cloathed  the  naked,  and 
fed  the  hungry  ;  and,  as  oftenta- 
tion  never  conftituted  real  charity, 
his  left  hand  did  not  know  what 
his  right  hand  diftributed.  The 
tears  and  lamentations  of  widows 
and  orphans  have  difcovered  his 
philanthropy  when  he  is  no  more  ; 
and  letters  from  Swifs  patriots  and 
French  emigrants,  from  Italian 
catholics  and  German  proteftants, 
prove  the  noble  ufe  his  Lordfhip 
made  of  his  fortune,  indiferimi- 
nately,  to  the  poor,  deftitute,  and 
unprotected  of  all  countries,  of  all' 
parties,  jind  of  all  religions. 

17.  At  his  apartments  at  Brixton 
caufeway,  Surrey,  in-  his  27th 

year,. 
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year,  of  a  tedious  and  painful  ill- 
nefs,  which  he  bore  with  manly  for¬ 
titude,  Alexander  Manners  Leflie, 
Efq.  nephew  to  Lord  Newark. 

At  Barchfeld,  of  a  lingering 
difeafe,  in  his  6ift  year,  his  Se¬ 
rene  Highnefs  Adolphus,  feigning 
Prince  of  HefTe  Fhilippfthal- Barch¬ 
feld. 

Aug.  4.  At  Bath,  in  her  3  2d 
year,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Edwards,  and  niece  of  Lord  Chief 
juftice  Ellenborough. 

12.  In  St.  James's-fquare,  Bath, 
Mrs.  Jervis,  aunt  of  Earl  St. 
Vincent. 

21.  At  Teignmouth,  Devon,  in 
his  73th  year,  Cornwallis  Maude, 
Vifcount  Hawarden  and  Baron  De 
Wontalt,  of  Kawarden,  in  Flint- 
(hire. 

28.  At  Alnwick  caftle,  North¬ 
umberland,  in  her  19th  year.  Lady 
Frances  Percy,  third  daughter  of 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland. 

Sept.  14.  Killed,  in  gallantly 
boarding  a  privateer  off  Civita 
Vecchia,  the  Hon.  Henry  Fitzge¬ 
rald,  fon  of  Lord  Lecale  (brother 
to  the  Duke  of  Leinlter.) 

22.  At  Badminton,  co-Glou- 
cefter.  aged  17,  Lady  Aune-EIi, 
zabeth  Somerfet,  youngeft  daughter 
of  the  duke  of  Beaufort. 

At  Edinburgh,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  the  Duchefs  of  Gramont,  who 
who  was  diftinguifhed  at  the  Court 
of  France,  during  the  Monarchy, 
for  her  beauty  and  merit. 

At  the  palace  of  Kilmore,  in 
Ireland,  of  a  convulfive  fit,  Mifs 
Anaftafta  Beresford,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Bifhop  of  Kilmore, 

Oftober.  At  Ardfalla,co.  Meath, 
the  Right  Hon.  Peter  Ludlow,  Earl 
Ludlow,  fo  created  in  1760,  Baron 
Ludlow  of  Ardfalla,  1753.  He 
was  bom  in  *730*  being  fon  of 


Peter  Ludlow,  Efq.  of  Ardfa  iUj 
by  Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of 
John  Prefton,  Efq.  of  Ardfalla, 
He  married,  1733,  Lady  Frances 
Sanderfon,  eldeft  daughter  of  Tho¬ 
mas,  third  Earl  of  Scarborough, 
by  whom  he  had  Auguftus  Vif¬ 
count  Prefton,  his  fucceffor,  born 
1733,  twb  other  fons,,  ami  four 
daughters* 

i .  At  Barrogill  Caftle,  of  a  fever, 
in  her  17th  year,  the  Hon.  Lady 
Helen  Sinclair,  fecond  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Caithnefs. 

3.  Mrs.  E.  Mathew,  aunt  to 
the  Earl  of  LandafL 

8.  Interred,  in  St.  George’s  cha~ 
pel,  Windfor,  in  the  fame  grave 
with  her  beloved  hufband,  the  Hon. 
Anne  Brudenell,  relift  of  the  Hons' 
Col.  Robert  Brudenell. 

11.  At  his  feat  at  Badminton, 
co.  Gloucefter,  of  the  gout  in  his 
ftomach,  in  his  39th  year,  the  moll 
noble  Henry  Somerfet,  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  Marquis  and  Earl  of 
Worcefler,  Earl  of  Glamorgan, 
Vifcount  Grofmont,  Baron  Her¬ 
bert,  Lord  of  Ragland,  Chipftow, 
and  Gower,  Baron  Beaufort,  of 
Caldecot  Caftle,  Baron  Bottetourt 
(to  which  he  fucceeded  on  the  death 
of  his  mother,  April  8,  1799,) 
lord-lieutenant  andcuftos  rotulorum 
of  the  counties  of  Monmouth  and 
Brecknock,  and  K.  G.  He  was 
born  Oft.  16,  1744;  and  was  mar-t 
ried,  April  2,  1766,  to  Elizabeth, 
youngeft:  daughter  of  the  late  Ad¬ 
miral  Bofcawen,  and  lifter  to  George 
Evelyn,  Vifcount  Falmouth,  by 
whom  he  has  left  eight  fons  and 
three  daughters ;  the  eldeft  of  whomy 
Henry  Charles,  Marquis  of  Wor- 
cefter,  and  M.  P,  for  Gloftcefter- 
(hire,  fucceeds  him  in  his  titles  and 
eftates.  His  Grace  will  be -Very 
much  lamented  by  his  family,  his 

friends,- 
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friends,  hi%  neighbours,  and  his 
numerous  tenantry,  in  the  counties 
of  Gloucefter  and  Monmouth,  He 
maintained  the  dignity  of  his  fta- 
tion  rather  by  the  noble  ftmplieity 
of  his  manners,  and  hi®,  provincial 
hofpitality,  than  bv  attentions  to 
exterior  fplendour  and  difplay  of 
falhion.  It  was  not  to  his  tafte, 
nor  did  it  fuit  with  his  fancy,  to 
folicit  notice  by  any  of  thofe  at¬ 
tractions  at  which  the  public  gaze 
with  temporary  admiration.  Grof- 
venor-fquare  was  not  difturbed  by 
his  feftivities;  hut  at  Badminton 
and  Troy-houfe  every  vifitor  felt 
the  honour  of  his  reception,  and 
was  delighted  with  the  fatisfadlion 
that  accompanied  it.  In  politics 
he  fupported  a  tranquil,  dignified 
independence.  He  never  engaged 
in  the  ranks  of  oppofltion;  and  the 
fupport  he  generally  gave  to  his 
Majefty’s  minifters  could  never  be 
jnftly  attributed  to  any  motives 
but  fach  as  were  perfectly  confident 
with  the  integrity  which  diftin- 
guifned  his  honourable  life.  His 
remains  were,  on  the  20th,  in¬ 
terred  in  the  family-vault  at  Bad. 
tninton. 

12.  Mifs  Jane  Lyon,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas 
L.  of  Hetton,  Durham. 

14.  At  her  houfe  in  Gay-ftreet, 
Bath,  Vifcountefs  Northland,  wife 
of  Lord  Vifcount  Northland,  of 
Ireland. 

18.  At  Stonehoufe,  near  Ply¬ 
mouth,  the  Hon.  Mifs  Sufan  De 
Courcy,  third  daughter  of  Lord 
Kinfale,  of  Ireland. 

19.  AtCumner,  Berks,  aged  83, 
the  widow  of  the  Rev.  John  Bertie, 
youngeft  brother  of  Willoughby, 
Earl  of  Abingdon. 

21.  At  his.  houfe  at  Twicken¬ 
ham,  Middlefex,  Lord  Frederick 
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Cavendifti,  uncle  to  the  Duke  of 
Devonfhire  and  Lord  G.  H.  Ca., 
vendilh.  He  was  born  in  Aue*ufl 
1729. 

26.  At  his  feat,  Trentharn-hall, 
co,  Stafford,  in  his  68  th  year, 
Granville  Levefon  Gower,  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Stafford,  Earl  Gower,  ViC 
count  Trentham,  Baron  Gower, 
and  K,G.  He  is  fucceededby  Earl 
Gower,  his  eldefl  fon,  who  wast 
married,  1785,  to  the  Countefs  of 
Sutherland,  now  Marchionefs  of 
Stafford.  The  late  Marquis  was 
born  Aug.  4,  1721 ;  hr  ft  married* 
in  1744,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Nicholas  Fazakerley,  Efq.  - 
fecondly,  March  28,  174.8,  to 

Louifa  Egerton,  daughterof  ScropCj, 
Duke  of  Bridgewater. 

30.  At  Wo nerfh ,  near  Guildford* 
co.  Surrey,  aged  93,  Grace  dow¬ 
ager  Lady  Grant  ley,  daughter  of 
Sir  Wm.  Chappie,  knt.  judge  of 
the  King’s  Bench;  married,  17414 
to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  afterwards 
created  Lord  Gran f lev,  by  whom, 
file  had  four  fons  and  one  daughter:. 

November  2.  At  Edinburgh,, 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  Mary  }  Elizabeth. 
Forbes,  daughter  of  Lord  Forbes, 
filler  to  the  Duchefs  of  Athol,  and 
wife  of  John  Flay,  Efq.  banker, 
of  Edinburgh. 

16.  At  Rome,  in  her  73th  year, 
the  Princefs  Matilda*  of  File,  filler 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Parma. 

22.  At  Bradley~hall,  co..  Staf¬ 
ford,  in  her  1 5  th  year,  of  a  fear  let 
fever,  Lady  Harriet  Stanhope, 
cldeft  furvi  vingdaugh  ter  of  the  Earl 
of  Chefterfteld.  She  was  his  Lord- 
Blip’s  only  daught  t  by  his  hrft 
wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Thiftleth waite,  Efq.  of  Titherky,, 
co.  Hants. 

24.  At  Pleffe,  in  LTpper  Sllefia, 
of  a  fere  re  nervous  fever,  m  h#r 
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zoth  year,  having  been  married 
only  three  months,  the  reigning 
Frincefs  of  Anhalt  Coether- Pleffe, 
born  Princefs  of  Holftein-Beck. 

27.  In  Lancafhire,  the  lady  of 
the  Hon.  Capt.  Jones,  brother  of 
Lord  Vifcount  Ranelagh. 

December  7.  At  her  houfe  at 
Twickenham,  in  her  79th  year, 
Anne  Lady  Mendip. 

8.  In  York-place,  Kingfland- 
xoad,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Murray,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Lord  John  M. 
and  wife  of  Col.  M.  of  Banner 
Crofs,  co.  York. 

12.  At  her  houfe  in  Seymour- 
place,  in  her  70th  year.  Lady  Char¬ 
lotte  Tufton,  aunt  to  the  prefent 
Earl' of  Thanet. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Fre¬ 
derick  Adolphus,  Duke  of  Oliro- 
gothia,  uncle  to  the  King  of  Swe¬ 
den. 

j§.  In  Portland-place,  after  a 
long  and  fevere  illnefs,  the  wife  of 
William  Gofling,  Efq.  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lady  Cunliffe. 

24.  In  his  43d  year,  after  a  long 
illnefs,  his  Serene  Highnefs  George 
Duke  of  Saxe  Meiningen ;  born 
Feb.  4,  1761. 

28.  At  Vienna,  of  a  paralytic 
ftroke,  in  his  79th  year,  the  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary,  from  Hano¬ 
ver,  Baron  Von  Muhl,  many  years 
fenior  of  the  diplomatic  corps. 

29.  At Corharnpton,  Hants,  Hef- 
ter  pountefs  Dowager  of  Clanri- 
carde,  relid  of  John,  eleventh  Earl 
of  Clanricarde,  mother  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Earl,  and  grandmother  of  Sir 
Francis  Vincent,  bart.  She  was 
youngefl  daughter  of  Sir  Henry 
Vincent,  of  Stoke  D’Abernon,  Sur¬ 
rey,  and  mother  of  two  fons  and 
three  daughters. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  his  Majejtf 

in  Council,  for  the  Year  1803. 

Bedfordshire •  Godfrey  Thorn¬ 

ton,  of  Moggerhanger,  Efq. 

Berkjhire.  Daniel  Ag  ace,  of 
Winkfield,  Efq. 

Buckinghamshire.  J ofeph  Franck  - 
lin,  of  Haddenham,  Efq. 

Cambridgeshire  and  Huntingdon¬ 
shire.  James  Duberley,  of  Gain’s 
Hall,  Efq. 

Chef oire.  John  Fielden,  of  Great 
Mollington,  Efq. 

Cumberland.  Robert  Warwick, 
of  Warwick  Flail,  Efq. 

Derbyshire .  Sir  Robert  Wilmot, 
of  Chaddefden,  Bart. 

Devonshire.  Sir  Stafford  North* 
cote,  of  Pynes,  Bart. 

Dorfetfire.  John  WedgewoocL 
of  Grenville,  Efq. 

E/Jex.  Stephen  Fryer  Gillum, 
of  Shenfield,  Efq. 

GlouceflerShire.  Samuel  Wathen, 
of  Woodcheiler,  Efq. 

Herefordshire.  Benjamin  Bid- 
dulph,  of  Burghill,  Efq, 

Hertfordshire .  Henry  Brown, 
of  North  Mims  Place,  Efq. 

Kent.  Chriflopher  Cooke,  of 
Afli-grove,  Efq. 

Leicefierfire .  James  Vann,  of 
Belgrave,  Efq. 

Lincolnshire.  Sir  Henry  Nel- 
thorpe,  of  Sealby,  Bart. 

Monmouthshire .  George  Jones,  of 
Magor,  Efq. 

Norfolk.  Thomas  Hare,  of  Stew 
Hall,  Efq. 

Northampton  fire.  John  Harvey 
Thurfby,  of  Abington,  Efq. 

Northumberland .  Shaftoe  C raf¬ 
ter,  of  Grafter,  Efq. 

Nottingham  fire .  William  Coape 
Sherbrooke,  of  Oxton,  Efq. 

Oxford  fire.  James  Taylor,  of 
Sandford,  Efq. 

Rutlandfire « 
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Rutlandjhire .  Jefeph  Cooke,  of 
Edith  Weft  on,  Efq. 

Shropshire,  Thomas  Kinnerlley, 
of  Leighton,  Efq. 

Somerfetjhire,  Sir  Hugh  Smith, 
of  Wra^hall,  Bart. 

Staffordshire .  George  Birch,  of 
Hampftead,  Efq. 

County  of  ' Southampton*  William 
Mills,  of  Biftern,  Efq. 

Suffolk .  Sir  Harry  Barker,  of 
Melford,  Bart. 

Surrey,  John  Pooley  Kenfing- 
ton,  of  Putney,  Efq* 

Suffex .  John  William  Comme- 
rell,  of  Strood,  Efq. 

Warwickshire,  Henry  Grefwold 
Lewis,  of  Malvern  Hall,  Efq. 

Wiltshire,  Thomas  Henry  Hele 
Phipps,  of  Weftbury  Leigh,  Efq. 

Worceflerjhire,  John  Philips,  of 
Winterdyne,  Efq. 

Yorkfhire,  Sir  Henry  Carr  Ibbet- 
fon,  of  Denton,  Bart. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Caermarthen *  John  Llewellyn, 
of  Caftle  Piggin,  Efq. 

Pembroke,  George  Bowen,  of 
Llwngwair,  Efq, 


Cardigan,  John  Lloyd,  of  Ma* 
bus,  Efq. 

Glamorgan,  John  Morris,  of 
Clafemont,  Efq. 

Brecon,  Sackville  Gwynne,  of 
Trimav^r,  Efq. 

Radnor,  T*  H.  M*  Gwynne,  of 
Llanelwith,  Efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

✓ 

Merioneth,  John  Forbes,  of  Ofa« 
bodig,  Efq. 

Carnarvon,  Gwyllym  Lloyd 
Wardle,  of  Wetn  Fawr,  Efq. 

Anglefey .  William  Bulkeley 
Hughes,  of  Plas  Coch*  Efq. 

Montgomery  *  J.  Winder,  ofVay« 
nor,  Efq* 

Denbigh *  Henry  Ellis  Boates, 
of  Rofe  Hill,  Efq. 

Flint,  Owen  Molyneux  Wynne, 
of  Overton,  Efq. 


Prince  of  Wales’s  Conncih 

County  of  Cornwall,  Thomas 
Rawlings,  of  Badftow,  Efq* 
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Dif patch  from  Lieut.  Gen.  Grinftldy 
Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Ma~ 
jeflfs  Troops  in  the  W indnvard 
and  Leecv:a  rd  Charibbee  ljlandsy 
to  Lord  Hob aiiy  Principal  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  for  the  War  De¬ 
partment. 

St.  Lucia y  June  22. 
u  My  Lord, 

ii  TT  is  with  fatisfaftiojn  I  have 
A  the  honour  to  acquaint  your 
Lordfhip,  that  this  day  the  fortrefs 
of  Morne  Fortunee  was  carried  by 
aflault ;  and  the  Xfland  of  St.  Lucia 
is  in  confequence  unconditionally 
teftored  to  the  Britifh  Govern¬ 
ment. — I  have  to  date  to  your 
Lordlhip,  that  in  confequence  of 
his  Majefty’s  order,  fignified  to 
me  in  your  letter,  dated  the  16th 
of  May,  and  received  on  the  14th 
in  Rant,  which  I  immediately  com¬ 
municated  to  Commodore  Hood, 
he  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the 
17th:  the  troops^  {lores,  &c.  were 
on  board,  of  embarked  on  the  1 9th ; 
filled  on  the  20th.  On  the  2 ill, 
at  day -break,  they  were  off  the 
north  end  of  St.  Lucia ;  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  the  greateft  part 
of  the  troops  were  difembarked  in 
Cheque  Bay  ;  about  half  paft  five 
the  out-pofts  of  the  enemy  were 
driven  in,  the  town  of  Caftries  ta¬ 
ken,  and  a  fummons  was  fent  to 
the  commander  of  the  troops  of  the 


French  Republic.— In  confequence 
of  the  refufal  ot  Brigade  General 
Nogues  to  accede  to  any  terms, 
arid  the  expectation  of  approaching 
rains,  it  became  neceflary  to  get 
pofl'efiion  of  the  Morne  with  as 
little  delay  as  poftible.  It  was 
therefore  determined,  this  morning, 
to  attack  the  fortrefs  by  aflault, 
which  was  done  accordingly  at  four 
o’clock ;  and  it  was  carried  in 
about  half  an  hour,  and  with  lefs 
lofs,  confidering  the  refiftance,  than 
could  have  been  expected  ;  but  the 
lofs  has  been  chiefly  among  the 
higher  ranks  of  officers,  and  thofe 
the  molt  truly  valuable ;  but  it  is 
yet  to  be  hoped  moil  of  them  will 
recover,  for  the  real  benefit  of  his 
Majefty’s  fervice. — I  cannot  omit 
a  circumftance  which  reflects  fo 
much  credit,  as  well  on  the  Britifh 
nation,  as  on  the  conduct  of  the 
fbldiers  actually  employed,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  fevere  and 
fpirited  refinance  of  the  French 
troops,  yet,  no  fooner  were  the 
works  carried  by  aflault,  and  the 
oppofition  no  longer  exifted,  than 
every  idea  of  animofity  appeared 
to  ceafe,  and  not  a  French  foldier 
was  either  killed  or  wounded. — • 
The  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  is  herewith  inclofed, 
which,  excepting  the  number  of 
officers  of  high  rank,  is  not  equal 
to  what  might  baye  been  expected, 

and 
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and  by  far  I$fs  than  it  would  have 
been,  in  all  probability,  had  a 
formal  inveftment  of  the  fortrefs 
taken  place.  Thefe  difpatches  will 
be  delivered  to  your  Lordfhip  by 
my  Aid-du-Camp,  Capt.  Weir, 
to  whom  I  beg  to  refer  your  Lord¬ 
lhip  for  any  information  you  may 
require. ”  ,4  / 

r  ■'  :■  •  ■[.)  vri J  .! ; : 

Killed ,  Wounded ,  and  Miffing,  of 
the  Troops  in  the  A  fault,  and 
Capture  of  the  fortrefs  of  Morne 
* Fortunee ,  in  the  If  and  of  St , 
Lucia ,  in  the  Morning  of  the  2  id 
of  June, 

Royal  Military  Artifices,  i  fer¬ 
jeant  killed. — 2d  Battalion  of 
Royals,  1  ferjeant,  8  rank  and  file, 
killed ;  1  field-officer,  1  captain, 
2  ferjeants,  43  rank  and  file,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  1  rank  and  file  miffing, — 

64th  Regiment,  1  ferjeant,  5  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  2  field-officers, 
i  captain,  1  fybaltern,  2  ferjeants, 
3 1  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  1  rank 
and  file  miffing. — 68th  ditto, 

1  drummer  miffing. — 3d  Weft  In¬ 
dia  Regiment,  1  ferjeant,  3  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  2  fubalterns, 

23  rank  and  file,  wounded;  5  rank 
and  file  miffing.— Staff,  1  field- 
officer  wounded.  Total,  4  fer¬ 
jeants,  16  rank  and  file,  killed; 
4  field-officers,  2  captains,  3  fubal¬ 
terns,  4  ferjeants,  97  rank  and  file, 
wounded  ;  1  drummer,  7  rank  and 
file,  miffing. 

Officers  Wounded. — 2d  Battalion 
of  Royals,  Lieut.  Col.  Macdonald, 
feverely ;  Captain  Chaioner,  fe- 
verely, — 64th  Reg.  Lieutenant- 
Col.  Pakenham,  feverely  ;  Major 
Sir  G.  Richardfon,  Capt.  Galway, 
Lieut,  F.  Rowan,  fiightly. — 3d 


Weft-IndiaRegiment,  Lieut.  Moul¬ 
trie,  fiightly  ;  Enfign  Fagan, 
fiightly. — Staffs  Lieut.  Col.  Mor- 
den.  Deputy  Adjutant-Genera^, 
feverely. — N.  B.  Hofpi  tab  Mate, 
Heyes,  attached  to  the  3d  Weft- 
IndiaRegiment,  feverely  wounded* 
not  included  above* 

(Signed)  W.  Tatum, 

Capt.  Affiftant  Adj.  Gen* 

Letter  from  Commodore  Hood ,  Com - 
mander  in  Chief  at  the  Leenjjard 
Ifands ,  to  Sir  E.  Nepean,  Bart * 
dated  on  hoard  the  Centaur,  ii& 
Choque  Bay,  St.  Lucia ,  June  22. 

(t  Sir, 

11  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  that,  00  my  arrival  ht  Bar- 
badoes  on  the  17  th,  late  in  the 
evening,  having  confulted  Lieut* 
Gen.  Grinfield  with  refpeft  to  the 
intended  co-operation  of  the  army 
and  navy,  I  inftantly  took  mea. 
fure  to  prevent  further  fupplies  be¬ 
ing  thrown  into  St.  Lucia,  (the 
fhips  on  this  fervice,  under  the 
orders  of  Captain  O'Brien,  of  the 
Emerald,  made  fome  captures  of 
Trading  veffels),  and  every  difpo- 
fition  was  fettled  for  embarking 
the  troops  and  light  artillery  on 
board  the  fhips  of  war,  and  the 
neceftary  ft  ores,  See.  in  fmall  veh. 
fels,  for  the  expedition :  by  great 
exertions  the  whole  was  effefted  on 
the  20th,  and  the  arrangements 
completed.  The  Lieut.  General 
having  embarked  with  the  troops, 
I  put  to  fea  with  the  fhips  named 
in  the  margin*;  was  joined  next 
morning  by  the  Emerald  and  Ob 


grey. 


*  Centaur,  Gourageu*,  Argo,  Chicheftsr,  Hornet;  Cfyane, 

*  G  is 
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jkeff  having  Brigadier-General 
Pre5%'u  On  boaftl,  and  were  all 


anchored  by  eleven  o’clock  in  this 
Bay.  There  being  a  flrong  breezd, 
the  boats  of  the  fquadron  had  a 
heavy  pujl  with  the  iirft  '  divifioii 
of  the  army,  compofed  of  tile  2d 
battalion  of  the  Royals,  and  two 
field7pieces,  under  the  command  of 
Brig.  Gen.  B  re  re  ton ;  but,  by  the 
great  energy  and  excellent  difpo- 
aition  made  by  Captain  Hallowed, 
were  landed  in  good  order  about 
•two  P.  M.  ;  and  by  the  pe  r  fever - 
nnce-of  every  officer  arid  man-em- 
(ployod  in  landing  the  remainder  of 
the  troops,  the  Lieutenant-general 
was  enabled  to  make  an  early  ar¬ 
rangement  for  an  attack  on  that 
very  important  andL  ilrong  poll, 
Morne  Fortune?,  where  the  force 
of  the  enemy  was  alfembled", 
which,  on  the  Coiriifiandant  refit - 
iing  -  to  gi  ve  up  when  fmnmoned, 
was  ordered  to  be  attacked  with 
that  deciflOn  and  promptitude  which 
has '  always '  been  the  charadferiftic 
mark  o(  Lieutenant-general  Grin- 
held^'ibd Tarried- by  ftorm  at  half 
pall  fOttr  this  morntngv  with  the 
’lupe^idr- -bravery  -which  lias  evei: 
dlkiilguifhed  the  BrltiFn  foldier  : 
this  placed  the  colony  completely 
in  pur  pofTeflioh,-  To  Captain  Hall 
lowbiPs  merit  it  is '  impoflihic  for 
me  to  give  additional  encomium, 
as  it  is  do  "generally  known  ;  b’lSt  I 
■mulVbeg  leave  to  fay,  on-  this1  ex¬ 
pedition,  his  activity  could  not  be 
exceeded ;  and,  by  His  friendly 
advice,  I  have  obtained  the  molt 
effectual  aid  to  this  fervice,  for 
•  which  he  has  been  a  volunteer; 
and,  after  the  final  d ifembar  k at i 0 n, 
proceeded  on  with  the  feamen  to 
co-operate  with  the  army.  The 
marines  of  the  fquadron,  by  defire 
of  the  Lieutenant- generaf,  were 


landed  and  ordered  to  take  poll 
near  Gros  Ilet,  to  prevent  fupplies 
being  thrown  into  Pigeon  I  hand, 
which,  on  the  fall  of  Morne  For- 
tunee,  was  delivered  up.  We  are 
already  occupied  in-  re-embarking 
troops  and  other  necefffiry  fervice 
fordLtur.e  operations.  Capt.  Lit- 
tlehales,  of  this  klip,  is  charged 
with  the  difpatch,  whofe  affiduity 
and  attention  I  with  much  fads- 
fadion  acknowledge,  will  be  able 
to  give  their ''Lordihips  any  further 
information 

• .  .  -  I  am,  Sec. 

Sam.  Hood.’* 

'Difpatch  fifom  Lieutenant-General 
Grin  field,  C  ommander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majefij's  Droops  in  the 
IVindward  and  Leeward  Ifiands . 

-  •  e*  Vy.  <•  '  •  '  f*  •>  -  ■'  ^ 

Scarborough,  Tobago ,  July  1 , 

{(  My  Lord,  —  - 
“  I  have  the  honour  to-  report 
to  yourTordfhip  the  fnrrender,  by 
capitulation,  of  the  fort -of  Scar¬ 
borough,  and  the  re  it  oral  ion  of  the 
If] and  of  Tobago  to  the  Britifh 
•Government.  1  ha ve  the  fatisfac- 
-tion  to  add,  that  .this  event  appears 
-tLbe  received  by  the  colOn-y,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  are  a  Into  it 
entirely  Britifh,  with  the  iiveiidi 
fe'tffc  of  gratitude.  The  circum- 
fiances  which  led  to  this  fortunate 
and  valuable  conqueft  were  as  fol¬ 
low  :  On  the  25th,  Commodore 
blood,  with  the  fleet  and  troops, 
failed  from  St.  Lucia;  and  yefher- 
day?  at  day-break,  wc  made  this 
ill  and.  About  five  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  having  landed  the  greater 
part  of  the  troops,  the  two  leading- 
columns  marched  towards  Scar¬ 
borough  ;  and,  meeting  with  no 
Aoppofition  in  the  defiles  of  St. 

Mary’s, 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  *  8.5 


Mary’s*  -advanced  to  ■■  Mount 
Grace;  frfom  which'  placed  font  a 
fummons  to  theCoiuiimiidant,  Gen. 
Ikrthier,  who  returned  an  aufwer 


recommend  him  to  your  notice,  as 
an  intelligent,  diligent,  and'  active 
officer.-  .  T  t:  - 

I  am,  See.  .  ' 


by  propoiing  terms  of  capitulation* 
which  were  finally,  fettled  about 
four  this  rnorning,  aj&d  at  eleven 
poffieffien  of  the  fortrefs  was  given 
to  the  Britiih  forces ;  the,  French 
garriion  marching  out  with  'the 
honours  of,  war,  and  laying  down 
their  arms,  after  paffing  the  guard 
of  honour,  under  the  orders:  of 
Brigadier-general Piffon.  The.fort 
having-  furrendered  without  reftft- 
ance,  l  ean  only  lpeak  in  general 
terms  of  the  excellent  dlfoipitne 
and  mood  conduft  of  the  officers  and 

O 

foldiers  in  this  expedition.  There 
is  no  doubt,  had  the  French  gar- 
rifen  been  iufficiently  ftrong  to 
have  hazarded  refinance,  they  would 
It2ve  met  with  as  obftinate  an  at¬ 
tack  as  wasx  experienced  by  the 
garrifon  of  Morne  Fortunes.  It 
is  next  to  impodible  for  me  to  fay 
too  much  in  praife  of  the  co-ope¬ 
ration  of  the  navy.  The  troops 
are  in  the  higheft  degree  indebted 
to  Commodore  Hood,  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  afforded  to  them  on 
board,  .and  to  the  judicious  arrange¬ 
ments  and  execution  in  the  em- 
barkingand  difembarkationof  them 
by  Capt.  Hallowed.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  inclofe  a  copy  of  the 
orders  given  to  the  troops.  I  like- 
wife  inclofe  a  lift  of  the  troops  of 
the  F rench  Republic  who  laid  down 
their  arms  in  confequence  of  the 
capitulation ;  alfo  the  return  of 
ordnance  and  military  ftores  taken 
in  the  fort  and  other  batteries  in 
this  iffand.  Caprain  Draper,  my 
aid-de-camp  and  fecretary,  return¬ 
ing  to  England,  will  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  deliver  this  difpatch  to 
£rour  Lordffiip.  I  beg  leaye  to 


.  v  W..  Grin.fi  sim# 

•  Lieutenant-General,” 

!»  ? ,  *  *  m  :■  t  y 

o  i  -  '  .  .  J  !  fti  >(  .  i  .  >  *  ■  »  .  ;  •  ?  i  L^‘  /•/  *’ /('  F 

Capilnfation  ag^e.i  'upon 
J  b  i'i<j'een  General  pCrm field  and 
Conij^gdore  ,  If  god,  arid  Gemnaf 
Berlhier,  'dated  gBroeeidence-  HoirjG 
June  30. 

T  .1.  erressip.  w-n  yTi  m 

Art.  r .  To  deliver  up  to  the 
commander  ip  chief  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty’s  forces  the  fort  of 
Scarborough  in  the.  fame,  ft  ate  •  a 
-which  it  now  is,,  together  with  the 
artillery  .  and  military ;  .ftores. 
Agreed  to. — 2.  The.  garrifon  lb  all 
march  out  with  all  the  honours' of 
war,  drums  beating,  a.nd -^taking 
their  arms  card  baggage,  with  one 
piece  of  field-artillery.  Agreed  toy 
The  Britifh  troops  being  permitted, 
at  1 1  o’clock  to-morrow  morning, 
to  have  pofieffion  of  the  force  of 
Scarborough  ;  and  the  French  gar- 
rifon  at  the  fame  time  to  march  out 
with  the  honours  of  war,  drums 
beating,  arms  and  baggage,  and 
one  piece  of  field-artillery  *  but 
the  mm3  are  to  be  laid  down,  and 
the  field-piece  given  up,  as  foon  as 
they  lhall  have  palled  the  glacis.— 
3.  The  captain-general,  his  ftaff, 
all  the  officers,  all  the  perfons  in 
military  or  civil  employments, 
with  all  the  foldiers,  feamcn,  fer- 
vants,  and  generally  all  the  French 
attached  to  the  fervice  of  t,he  Re¬ 
public,  with  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren,  fhall  be  embarked  within  a 
month,  and  fent  back  to  France  at 
the  expence  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty.  Agreed 'to.  And  fhall  be 
fent  within  the  time,  or  as  foon 
after  as  poftible,  — a.  A  proper  Yef- 
*Q  $  fei 
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fel  (hall  be  furnifhed,  as  foon  as  pof- 
£ble,  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
captain-general,  his  family,  ftafr, 
and  other  perfons  in  his  fuite,  with 
the  goods  and  effects  belonging  to 
them.  Agreed  to.- — 3.  The  fick 
and  wounded  fhall  be  attended  to 
in  the  military  hofpital  of  Scar¬ 
borough,'  at  the  expence  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  and  fent  to  France 
when  cured.  Agreed  to. — And 
they  (hall  be  fent  to  France  as  foon 
as  they  may  be  recovered. — 6.  The 
property  of  every  kind  -belonging 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
fhall  be  refpe&ed;  their  laws,  cuf- 
t6ms,  and  ufages,  will  be  prefer ved, 
ms  they  have  hitherto  been  by  the 
French  Government.  Agreed  to. 
The  colony  will  have  the  laws  ex¬ 
iting  when  under  the  Britifh  Go¬ 
vernment  previous  to  its  laft  ceffion 
to  the  French  Republic. — 7.  The 
captain-general,  Caefar  Berthier, 
fhall  immediately  difpatch  the  na¬ 
tional  brig  Souffleux,  now  at  Scar¬ 
borough,  to  apprize  his  government 
of  this  capitulation,  The  neceffary 
paffport  for  this  purpofe  fhall  be 
given  by  the  commander  of  the 
naval  forces  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty.  Agreed  to  by  me,  but  fub- 
je<5t  to  the  commodore’s  opinion. 
An  unarmed  veflel  may  be  fent  to 
France,  and  if  the  Souffleux  is  dis¬ 
armed,  (he  may  be  fent  to  France. 

• — S.  The  French  merchant  veffels, 
now  in  Scarborough  Roads,  under 
the  batteries  of  the  fort,  fhall  be 
allowed  to  fail  for  fdch  port  of 
Europe  or  America  as  they  fhall 
think  proper,  A.  Requires  to  be 
referred  to  the  Commodore.  Pro¬ 
dded  the  property  does  not  belong 
to  perfons  who  have  come  to  the 
ifland  fince  its  cefflon  to  the  French 
Republic. — 9.  None  of  the  inhar 
bitarfts  ftmb  be  mojefted  on  account 


of  the  condud  they  may  have  held, 
or  opinions  they  may  have  pro- 
feffed,  under  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  Agreed  to. — 10.  During 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  com¬ 
mence  this  day,  it  fhall  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  fuch  inhabitants  as  are 
defirous  of  quitting  the  ifland,  to 
difpofe  of  their  properties,  and  re¬ 
move  the  amount  to  whatever  place 
they  pleafe.  Agreed  to. 

[Here  follow  the  general  orders 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  in  which 
he  highly  compliments  the  whole 
of  the  forces,  and  attributes  their 
fuccefs  principally  to  the  fteady 
co-operation  of  Commodore  Hood 
and  Captain  Hallowell.  He  com¬ 
pliments  the  alertnefs  of  the  Artil¬ 
lery  and  Artificers,  and  attributes 
the  fpeedy  furrender  of  the  colony 
to  the  advance  march  of  the  fir  ft 
column,  confifting  of  two  companies 
of  the  64th  regiment,  and  five  com¬ 
panies  of  the  3d  Weft- India  regi¬ 
ment,  under  Brigadier-general  Pic- 
ton.  ] 

Return  of  the  French  troops  and 
failors  in  Fort  Scarborough,  in  the 
Ifland  of  Tobago,  at  the  time  of 
its  furrender  to  the  Britifh  forces, 
on  the  ift  of  July,  1803. — 3  cap¬ 
tains,  2  ferjeant-majors,  8  ferjeants, 
16  corporals,  73  grenadiers,  9 
drummers,  120 failors. — Total  228. 
The  general  and  ftaff-officers  not 
included. 

(Signed)  C.  Luxembourg, 
Capitaine  Commandant,* * 

Next4 is  a  return  of  the  ordnance 
and  ft  ores  found  on  the  ifland,  and 
amongft  which  are  a  vaft  quantity 
of  ammunition,  and  feveral  pieces 
of  artillery  of  different  calibre,  in 
very  good  order. 
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Dif patch  from  Commodore  Hood ,  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  his  Mejefty’s 
Ships  and  Vejj'els  at  the  Lee-ward 
Jjlnnds ,  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean ,  Bart\ 
D  > d  the  ] ft  of  July . 

Centaur^  Great  Courland  Bayy 
Tobago,  July  l. 


t'  i  N 


“  i  ;  i ving  failed  from  St.  Lucia 
on  tb‘  evening  of  the  25th  of  laft 
lie  ah,  accompanied  by  his  Ma¬ 
jesty's  (hips  Centaur,  Argo,  Ulyf- 
ies,  Chichefter,  and  Hornet*  with 
Lieutenant-general  Grinfield,  and 
troops  for  the  attack  of  Tobago, 
embarked  on  board,  and  feveral 
fmall  ordnance  and  provifion  vef- 
fels,  we  arrived  off  the  iftand  yes¬ 
terday  forenoon,  and  were  joined 
by  his  Majefty's  (hips  Venus  and 
Port  Mahon,  neither  of  which  hav¬ 
ing  troops,  I  directed  Captain 
Graves  to  anchor  clofe  to  the  bat¬ 
tery  on  the  eaft  point  of  Courland 
Bay,  and  commence  the  attack, 
that  the  firft  divifion  of  the  army 
(compofed  of  two  companies  of  the 
64th  regiment,  and  five  companies 
oi  the  3d  Weft- India  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Brigadier-general 
Pifton,  and  conducted  by.  Captain 
Hallowed,  of  the  Argo)  might  be 
covered  in  proceeding  to  land  in 
the  Bay,  and  Capt.  Nevill  to  run 
in  with  the  Port  Mahon  clofe  to 
the  back  of  the  battery,  to  cover 
the  landing  ;  and  as  foon  as  the 
two  companies  of  the  64th  were  in 
the  boats,  I  bore  up  with  the  Cen¬ 
taur,  with  an  intention  of  fupport- 
ing  the  fh ip  and  floop ;  but  the 
fteady  and  judicious  conduct  of  thefe 
officers  in  the  execution  of  this 
fervice,  was  fo  completely  effec¬ 
tive,  that  the  battery  was  foon 
filenced  by  the  fire  of  the  Venus, 
and  the  Port  Mahon  drove  them 
from  the  back,  landed  and  too|t 


pofieffion  without  any  lofs,  by 
which  the  troops  were  difembarked 
unmolefted.  From  the  fuperior 
energy  of  Lieutenant-general  Grin- 
field,  the  rapid  movements  of  the 
army  were  fuch  as  to  caufe  Gen® 
C.  Berthier  to  propofe  for  the  fur- 
render  of  the  Fort  of  Scarborough 
the  fame  evening,  and  the  articles 
of  capitulation,  a  copy  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  inclofe,  were 
completed  by  half  paft  four  this 
morning.  I  fhould  do  great  in.* 
juftice  to  the  Lieutenant-general, 
and  the  feveral  officers  and  foldiers 
under  his  command,  if  I  did  not 
mention  the  rnoft  cordial  good  uru 
derftanding  -which  has  fubfrfted  be¬ 
tween  us  during  the  whole  of  our 
operations,  as  I  fhould  alfo  do  to 
the  feveral  captains,  officers,  petty 
officers,  feamen,  and  royal  marines, 
of  the  feveral  fhips,  for  their  un, 
remitted  attention  and  good  con- 
duft.  The  Royal  Marines,  and  a 
body  of  feamen,  were  landed  to 
co-operate  with  the  army,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Hallowell ; 
and  it  is  fcarcely  neceffary  for  me 
to  add,  his  zeal  and  exertions  were 
equally  confpicuous  as  on  the  late 
expedition  to  St,  Lucia.  He  is 
charged  with  this  difpatch,  and 
will  give  their  Lordfhips  any  fur 
ther  information  they  may  defire 
on  the  fubjeft. 

I  am,  &c. 

Sam.  Hood.” 

The  following  Returns  of  Troops  and 
Stores  taken  at  St.  Lucia,  together 
with  the  General  Orders  ifued  by 
Lieutenant-general  Grinfield  upon 
that  Occajiau,  have  been  received 
by  this  opportunity . 

1  brigadier-general,  1  lieute* 
nant-colonel,  i  major,  10  captains, 
*  G  4  3  lieu. 
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8  lieutenants,  12  fecond-lieute- 
jiants,  1  furgeon-major,  1  furgeon, 
1  affiftant-fargeon,  13  ferjeant- 
majors,  77  ferjeants,  74  corporals, 
1 8  drummers,  40 2  privates,  1 1  wo¬ 
men,  9  children.  Total  640.— 
N.  B.  One  hundred  and  fixteen  of 
the  prifoners  included  in  the  total 
are  returned  lick.  Taken  from  the 
Prefers  return. 

William  Tatum, 
Captain,  Affiftant  -  Adj  utant-Gen . 5 * 

[Here  follows  a  return  of  ord¬ 
nance,  ammunition,  and  flores, 
found  at  Morne  Fortunee,  and 
batteries  adjoint,  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  there  were  32  iron  and  2  brafs 
guns  of  different  calibre,  with  4 
brafs  and  iron  mortars,  &c.] 

Letter  from  Captain  Malbon ,  com¬ 
mending  hi}  Majejf  s  Ship  Ax- 

rsraf 

On  the  30th  June,  about  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  I  made 
the  ifland  of  Peter’s  ;  and  at  five 
fent  the  large  cutter  and  launch, 

manned  and  armed  with  a  12 

• 

pound  cannonade,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieut.  Richard  Longfield 
Pa  vies,  and  Lieut.  Baillie,  of  the 
Marines,  to  oblige  the  town  to 
furrender,  or  begin  the  attack. 
Between  6  and  7  o’clock  they  en¬ 
tered  the  harbour,  under  a  very 
thick  fog,  and,  perceiving  a  boat 
orofiing  from  one  fide  to  the  other, 
brought  her  to,  in  which  they 
found  the  Commiffary,  who  acted 
as  Governor.  The  confufion  that 
fhe  place  was  thrown  into  from 
the  bidden  attack,  prevented  the 
inhabitants  from  affembling  toge¬ 
ther;  and  at  half  pall  feven  the 
Commiffary  furrendered  the  ifland, 
hy  delivering  the  colours  to  Lieut* 


Davies.  From  what  has  been  flnce 
learned,  there  is  no  doubt,  that,  if 
the  inhabitants  could  have  had  time 
to  have  collefted  thernfelves  from 
their  different  fituations,  they  would 
have  made  a  flrong  refiftanee,  hav¬ 
ing  fince  difcovered  upwards  of 
100  ftand  of  arms  among  then?. 
Knowing  the  fmall  force  in  the 
boats,  1  »fed  my  utmqft  efforts 
to  get  his  Majefty’s  {hip  into  the 
harbour,  but  was  as- frequently  pre¬ 
vented  by  thick  fogs.  About  11, 
it  being  fomewhat  clear,  I  entered 
under  a  very  heavy  prefs  of  fail 
between  the  rocks,  which  were  not 
a  cable’s  length  acrofs,  and  at  two 
P.  M,  brought  to  with  the  belt 
bower  in  1 5  fathom  water.  Found 
here  a  French  merchant  brig  (La 
Reine  des  Anges)  and  a  fchooner 
(Le  Provoyer),  with  ji  fmali 
fchooners,  and  upwards  of  100 
battoes.  The  ifland  contained  filh, 
fores,  fait,  and  merchandize  of 
various  defer! ptions,  and,  upon  a 
rough  furvey,  about  220  men  were 
upon  the  ifland  and  in  the  beats  ; 
but  they  being  fo  detached,  fevera! 
got  away  in  the  fmall  craft,  one 
of  which,  I  have  flnee  been  in¬ 
formed,  was  taken  off  Liverpool 
in  Nova  Scotia,  and  another  at  St. 
Lawrence  in  Newfoundland.  On 
every  thing  being  fecured,  I  or¬ 
dered  one  of  the  filhing  fchooners 
to  be  fitted  as  a  tender  ;  and,  hav¬ 
ing  her  manned  and  armed  with  a 
1  2  pound  cannonade,  gave  the  com¬ 
mand  to  Lieut.  Davies,  with  di¬ 
rections  to  fcour  the  coafl,  and 
take  poffefiion  of  the  iflands  of 
Great  and  Little  Miquelon  ;  which 
he  did,  but  no  inhabitants  or  flores 
were  found  3t  either  of  thole 
places. 

J,  Malbon.” 

Di/bafAt 

■  ■ 1  * 
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J)  if  patch  ft  ■cm  Lieut.  Col.  Nicholfon , 
to  Ceil.  Qrinfield ,  Commander  in 
Chief  in  the  Windward  and  Lee- 
ward  Charibbee  IJlands. 

New  Amferdam ,  Berbice3  Sept.  25. 

<c  Sir, 

((  Agreeable  to  your  orders  of 
the  19  th  in  ft .  I  proceeded  with 
the  troops  under  my  command,  and 
arrived  off  the  river  Berbice  on 
the  23d  inft.  in  the  morning,  where 
the  (hips  of  war  arid  tranfports 
came  te  anchor:  as  it  was  from 
thence  Capt.  Bland  and  myfelf 
agreed  to  fend  Brigade-major 
Armftrong  and  Lieut.  Pardoe  in  a 
flag  of  truce,  with  a  furnmons  to 
the  Proviftonal  Government,  the 
naval  and  military  commanders,  to 
furrender  the  colony  of  Berbice  to 
his  M  a  jelly’s  forces  under  our  com¬ 
mand.  The  flag  of  truce  returned 
early  the  next  morning,  having  on 
board  a  committee  of  the  Provi- 
flonal  Government,  a  captain  of 
artillery,  and  a  lieutenant  of  the 
Batavian  navy,  to  treat  for  the 
furrender  of  the  colony,  which  was 
done,  and  the  articlcs'of  capitula¬ 
tion  figned  ;  but  as  the  commander 
of  the  Batavian  troops  would  not 
fhn&ion  the  furrender,  without  con- 
fulting  the  officers  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Netly 
fchooner,  with  the  fmalleit  of  the 
tranfports,  fhould  pafs  over  the  bar, 
there  anchor,  and  wait  till  the  flag 
of  truce  returned  from  the  fort  with 
the  commandant’s  anfwer;  which 
not  arriving  as  foon  as  was  ex- 
pedlcd,  the  Netly  and  the  tranf¬ 
ports  got  under  weigh,  and  were 
proceeding  to  pafs  the  forts,  when 
the  flag  of  truce  returned,  with  a 
captain  of  artillery,  to  flgnify  the 
£0uuBandap(.'s  approval  of  the 


terms,  but  requefting  the  Britifh 
troops  might  not  land  until  this 
day,  which  was  complied  with,  and 
they  remained  on  board  the  veffels, 
at  anchor  off  the  town,  until  noon 
this  day,  when  the  troops  landed 
and  took  pofleffion  of  the  forts,  Sec. 
of  the  Batavian  garrifon,  conflft- 
ing  of  upwards  of  600  men,  who 
were  made  prifoners.  The  Heady 
and  active  co-operation  of  Capt. 
Bland  and  the  officers,  feamen,  and 
marines,  employed  on  this  fervice, 
demand  my  warmeft  acknowledg¬ 
ments ;  and  it  is  my  duty  to  re¬ 
port  to  you  how  much  I  am  fatis- 
fted  with  the  zeal  and  asftive  exer¬ 
tions  of  Lieut. -col.  M‘Creagh,  of 
the  7th  Weft- India  regiment,  and 
all  the  officers  and  every  individual 
of  ail  the  corps  employed  on  this 
fervice.  I  am  engaged  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  returns  of  ordnance  and 
{lores  of  every  defeription  found 
in  the  enemy’s  forts,  and  magazines, 
which  I  {hall  have  the  honour  of 
preferring  to  you  on  my  return  to 
Demarara,  which  I  expert  will  be 
in  three  days  from  this  date.  Here¬ 
with  I  inelofe  a  copy  of  the  Sum¬ 
mons  and  Articles  of  Capitulation, 
and  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  Nicholson. 
Lieut,  -col.  ifiBattalion  of  Royals. 

f 

Return  of  prifoners  of  war  who 
furrendered  at  Demarara  and  EflTe- 
quibo  op  the  20th  September. — 
1  lieut.-coloncl,  i  major,  io  cap¬ 
tains,  26  lieutenants,  1  adjutant, 
1  quarter-mailer,  1  ferjeant- major, 
3  furgeons,  3  affiftant-furgeons,  174 
ferjeants  and  corporals,  1  armourer, 
27  trumpeters  and  drummers,  685 
privates. 

Surrendered  in  the  colony  of 
Berbice  on  the  25th  September: — 
\  lieut. -colonel,  4  captains,  10 

lieutenants, 


U*  ANNUAL  REGISTER.  1803. 


lieutenants,  6  feeond  lieutenants, 

1  quarter-mailer,  i  furgeon,  i  afliili 
ant-burgeon,  i  cadet,  26  ferjeants 
and  corporals,  10  trumpeters  and 
drummers,  563  privates. 

Total. — 2  lieut. -colonels,  1  ma¬ 
jor,  14  captains,  36  lieutenants, 
6  feeond  lieutenants,  1  adjutant, 

2  quarter- mailers,  1  ferjeant- major, 
4  furgeons,  6  affiftant-furgeons, 

1  cadet,  200  ferjeants  and  cor¬ 
porals,  1  armourer,  37  trumpeters 
and  drummers,  1248  privates. 

Difpatches  from  Commodore 
Hood,  of  fimilar  import,  are  next 
given.  They  contain  a  fpirited 
etdogiom  on  the  bravery  of,  and 
good  underftanding  between,  the 
land  and  fea  forces :  they  alfo  con¬ 
tain  a  letter  from  Capt.  L.  O. 
Bland,  of  the  Heureux,  who  landed 
the  marines  to  feeond  the  efforts 
of  the  military.  He  obferves, 
£i  the  garrifon  did  not  join  in  the 
Capitulation  till  we  arrived  with 
the  Britifh  land  and  fea  forces 
nearly  within  gun-fhot  of  their 
works.  Seeing  we  were  deter¬ 
mined,  a  boat  was  hurried  off  to 
inform  us  they  would  furrender  if 
we  would  wait  till  next  day ; 
which  was  agreed,  on  our  being 
allowed  to  go  into  the  harbour  that 
night,'  and  take  poffeffion  of  the 
{hipping.'” 

Return  of  {hipping  found  in  the 
river  Demarara. — Hippomenes  Ba¬ 
tavian  corvette,  pierced  for  18 
guns ;  Sophia,  a  {hip  claimed  as 
Eoglifh  property  :  Rotterdam, 
ditto  ;  Diana,  ditto  ;  Elbe,  de¬ 
tained  by  the  Dutch  before  our 
arrival,  under  Britifh  colours  ; 
Nile,  ditto ;  Admiral  Kingfbergen  ; 
Aurora;  Leesifeld;  Maria;  Wil- 
helmina,  ditto;  Boodes  Welfeeren, 
2nd  Wilhelmina,  Dutch  merchant 
flips. 


At  Berbice — 'Serpent  National 
fchooner,  and  five  merchant  veffels. 
Total  19. 

Ex  l  rati  of  a  Letter  from  Rear- 

Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth $ 

K.  B . 

Sharks  Port  Royal,  Jamaica ,  Sept.  2Q* 

Underfcandine  from  Gen.  Delia- 
lines,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
fummon  the  town  of  St.  Marc  im¬ 
mediately,  which  was  reduced  to 
the  laff  extremity,  I  was  ftrongly 
induced  to  urge  him  not  to  put  the 
garrifon  to  death ;  which  he  con- 
fented  to  :  and  I  ftipulated  with 
him,  that,  if  they  furrendered,  he 
fhould  march  them  round  to  the 
Mole  in  fafety,  and  that  1  fhould 
appear  off  the  Bay,  and  take  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fhipping,  one  of  which 
I  knew  to  be  a  {hip  of  war. 

Vanguard ,  of  Cape  Nicola  Mole , 
Sept.  9. 

<f  Sir, 

(i  I  received  Gen.  Deffalines's 
difpatches  about  8  o’clock  at  night 
of  the  31ft  of  Oftober,  and  got 
under  weigh  at  one  A.  M.  At 
day-light  we  chafed  a  man  of  war 
brig  off  St.  Marc,  but  the  wind 
being  light  and  partial  fhe  got  into 
that  plage.  In  the  afternoon  we 
,  perceived  a  flag  of  truce  coming 
out,  but  a  heavy  fquall  of  wind 
and  rain  obliged  them  to  return. 
The  following  morning  they  came 
on  board,  and  brought  a  letter 
from  Gen.  D’Henin,  which  I  an- 
fwered  by  making  feveral  difliniff 
propofitions,  and  fent  them  in  the 
fhip’s  boat  as  a  flag  of  truce,  with 
an  officer,  and  Mr.  Cathcart  had 
the  goodnefs  to  take  charge  of 
them:  about  5  o'clock  the  fame 
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3av  the  General  himfelf  came  ©n 

0 

board  in  the  boat,  and  we  agreed 
to  a  convention  :  the  next  day  and 
part  of  the  night  we  were  bufily 
employed  in  effecting  the  embark¬ 
ation  of  the  garrifon,  &c. ;  and  the 
whole  being  completed,  Gen. 
D’Henin  and  his  ftaff  came  on  board 
the  Vanguard  at  3  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  and  we  made 
fail  out  of  the  bay.  The  fituation 
of  this  garrifon  was  the  molt  de¬ 
plorable  it  is  poffible  to  imagine,; 
they  were  literally  reduced  to  no¬ 
thing,  and  tong  fubfified  on  ho-rfe- 
flefh.  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  on 
the  ill  we  captured  the  fame 
fchooner,  we  had  taken  on  the  26th 
paft,  with  25  barrels  of  flour  going 
to  St.  Marc,  which  I  took  out ; 
and  transferring  her  people,  with 
15  foldiers  ihe  had  on  board,  to  a 
fmall  floop  we  took  at  the  fame 
time,  fent  her  away,  and  kept  the 
fcooner,  as  (he  might  be  eventually 
ufeful  to  us  :  and  (he  is  the  veffel 
I  have  made  over  to  Gen.  D’Henin. 
The  veflels  delivered  to  us,  conflft 
of  the  Papillon  corvette,  pierced  for 
1  2  guns,  but  only  mounting  6,  hav¬ 
ing  52  men  on  board,  commanded 
vby  Monfleur  Dubourg,  lieutenant 
du  vaiffeau ;  the  brig  Les  Trois 
Amis,  tranfport,  nothing  in  ;  and 
the  fcooner  Mary  Sally,  who  has 
between  40  and  50  barrels  of  pow¬ 
der.  Gen.  D’Henin  lias  given  me 
regular  receipts  for  the  garrifon, 
which  amounts  in  all  to  850  men. 
—  I  have  farther  to  inform  you, 
Sir,  that  on  the  5th  we  captured 
the  National  fchooner  Le  Courier 
de  Nantes  of  2  guns  and  4  fwivels 
and  1 5  men,  commanded  by  an  en- 
fign  de  vai  ffeau,  fromPort-auPrince, 
with  a  fupply  of  30  barrels  of  flour 
and  fundry  other  articles,  for  St. 
Marc.  I  inclofe  a  weekly  account; 
'and  haye  ^reafc  fatisfa&iop  ipftating 


that  w'e  are  almoft  well  again  ;  not 
one  of  the  men  who  came  from  the 
hofpital  has  died. 

I  am,  & c. 

James  Walker.** 
Rear  Amiral  Duckworth ,  c. 

Letter  from  Captain  Bligh,  to  Admiral 
Duckworth, 

ThefeuSy  Fort  Dauphin ,  St.  Domvtgo , 

September  8. 

“  Sir, 

(C  Having  found  extreme  dlfiL 
eulty,  in  preventing  fmall  veffels 
from  pa  fling  into  Cape  Francois 
with  provifions  from  the  little  ports 
on  the  Northern  part  of  the  ifland, 
in  confeqiience  of  their  finding  a. 
fafe  retreat  from  our  purfuit  under 
the  batteries  of  Port  Dauphin,  and 
conceiving  that  port  to  be  of  the 
utmolt  importance  to  the  enemy,  I 
deemed  it  neceffary  to  make  fome 
efforts  for  the  reduction  of  the  place, 
and  the  capture  of  a  (hip  at  anchor 
there.  As  foon  as  the  fea  breeze 
this  morning  rendered  it  impofiible 
for  the  enemy’s  frigates  to  leave 
their  anchorage,  I  proceeded  to 
Manchermel  Bay,  leaving  the  Her- 
cule  and  Cumberland  on  their  (la- 

I 

tion.  The  water  being  fufficiently 
deep  to  allow  me  to  place  the  (hip 
within  mulket  (hot  of  Fort  La- 
bouque,  fituated  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbotlr,  our  fire  was  fo  well 
direfted,  that  it  was  impoflible  fot 
the  guns  of  the  battery  to  be  pointad 
with  any  precifion,  the  colours  of 
which  were  (truck  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour.  Another  fort  in  the  har¬ 
bour  and  the  fliip  being  the  next 
objects  of  our  attention,  the  Thefeus 
entered  the  port  with  the  affifiance 
of  the  boats,  and,  having  fired  a 
few  (hot  at  the  (hip  of  war,  (he 
hauled  her  colours  down,  and  proved 

to 
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3-2* 

to  be  La  Sageffie,  mounting  20 
eight  pounders  on  the  main  deck, 
and  8  four-pounders  on  the  quarter¬ 
deck  and  forecaftle,  commanded  by 
Lieut*  J.  B.  Baruefche,  and  having 
only  75  men  on  board.  The  Com¬ 
mandant  conceiving  the  place  no 
longer  tenable  after  the  lofs  of  the 
fhip,  and  being  under  ferns  appre- 
henftons  of  being  expofed  to  the 
rage  of  the  Blacks,  whom  he  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  mereilefs  enemy, 

*  * 

claimed  Britifh  protection,  and  fur- 
rendered  the  fort  and  garrifon  at 
diferetion.  Having  fpiked  the  guns 
and  deftroyed  the  ammunition,  the 
garrifon  and  inhabitants,  many  of 
whom  were  fickly,  were  embarked, 
and  landed  under  a  flag  of  truce  at 
Cape  Francois.  Being  informed  by 
the  prifoners  that  tfteirGen. Dumont 
and  his  fuite  had  lately  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  Blacks,  and  that 
they  were  in  the  moll  imminent 
danger,  I  was  induced  from  motives 
of  humanity  tofolicit  their  freedom 
from  the  Chief  of  thofe  people ; 
and  I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  having 
my  requeft  immediately  complied 
with  :  they  accompanied  the  reft 
of  the  prifoners  into  Cape  Fran¬ 
cois. 

I  am,  Sec. 

John  Bligh. 

Letter  from  Admiral  Duckvuorth, 
detailing  the  particulars  of  a  N  e¬ 
gotiation  voith  General Rocha  rr.heenr, 
for  the furrender  of  the  French  Force 
in  St.  Domingo ,  dated  Sloop  Shark , 
Fort  Royal,  November  the  30 th, 

{i  Sir, 

i(  I  tranfmit  you  in  cl  ofu  res,  for 
the  information  of  the  Lords  Cora- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  ftating 
an  attempt  of  capitulation,  made 
by  Gen.  Rocharnbeau,  on  the  19th 
inftant,  from  which  1  hope  the 


period  is  not  far  diftant,  when  it 
will  be  brought  to  a  proper  lffue 
for  the  whole  of  St.  Domingo. 

j.  T.  Duckworth.'* 

[Translation.] 

Army  of  St.  Domingo. 

Head  Quarters  at  the  Cape ,  2"jih 
Brumaire ,  izth  year  of  the  French 
Republic . 

The  General  in  Chief \  to  Commodore 
Boring ,  commanding  the  Naval 
Forces  of  His  Britannic  Majefy, 
before  the  Cape ,  CSV. 

“  Sir, 

i(  In  order  to  prevent  the  efFur 
{ion  of  blood,  and  to  preferve  the 
fcattered  remnant  of  the  army  of 
St.  Domingo,  I  have  the  honour 
to  fend  to  you  two  officers,  charged 
with  inftrinftions  from  me  to  enter 
into  an  accommodation  with  you. 
The  General  of  Brigade,  Boyer, 
Chief  of  the  Staff,  and  Captain 
Barre,  are  charged  to  tranfmit  my 
letter  to  you ;  and  they  are  alio 
the  officers  whom  I  have  chofen  to 
treat  with  you. 

j 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

D.  RochambeauA 

Copy  of  the  propoftions  made  by  the 
General  Rocharnbeau ,  to  evacuate 
Cape  Francois,  St.  Domingo , 

f<  I.  The  General  Rocharnbeau 
propefes  to  evacuate  the  Cape  ; 
himfelf  and  his  guards,  confifting 
of  about  4  or  500  men,  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  France  without  being 
confidercd  prifoners  of  war. — Not 
granted. 

II.  The  Surveillante  andCerf  to 
be  allowed  to  carry  him  and  fuite 
to  France. — Not  granted. 

(Signed)  John  Lorjng/® 
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Betterophon,  off  Cape  Francois, 
November  the  1 9 th. 

“  Sir,  : 

<(  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  on 
the  -fubject  communicated  to  me  by 
General  Boyer  and  Commodore 
Barre,  of  your  defire  to  negotiate 
for  the  furrender  of  Cape  Francois 
to  his  Britannic  Majeily,  that  I 
fend  for  the  purpofe,  and  to  know 
your  final  determination,  Captain 
•Mofs  of  His  rMajetty’s  ikip  Le 
Pefireey  in  order  to  agree  with 
your  wifties,  infomuch  as  is- confid¬ 
ent  with  the  jud  rights  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  orv  that: point, 
J  have  alfo  to  inform  you  my  in- 
ft ructions  confine  me  to  the  French 
officers  and  troops  in  health,  being 
fen  ft  0  Jamaica,  and  .the  lick  to  go 
to  France  or  America,  the  trans¬ 
ports-'  to  convey  them,  being  fir  ft 
valued,  and  fecurity  given  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  for  rhe  due 
payment  of  the  valuation  by  the 
f  rench  Republic.  The  white  .in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Cape,  v/iil  not  be 
permitted  to  go  to  famaica.  Such 
are  the  parts  of  my  inft  ructions, 
with  which  I  am  bound  to  comply 
in  any  agreement  for  the  furrender 
of  Cape  Franqois. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 
(Signed)  J.  Lor. iiic.” 
Gen.  Rochambeau,  • 

Commander  in  Chief. 

[Tr  ANSI,  AT.pON,] 

<  ,v  ■  >'C 

Colony  of  St.  Domingo, 

_  ‘  tr\  • 

Head  Quarters  at  the  Cape,  28 th 
Brum  a  ire,  An.  12. 

C he  General  in  Chief  of  the  Armv  of 
Si.  Domingo,  Captain  General  of 
the  Jaid  Colony ,  Commander  of  the 
Frem  h  l Fiji  India  IJlands ,  lAc. 

■  Nfc.  to  -  Commodore  Borin p,  com- 


*$3 

■  man  dor  of  the  Naval  Forces  of  His 

Britannic  Majejiy ,  before  the 

Cape ,  Cj  c, 

“  Sir, 

“  I  have  received  the  letter 
which  you  have  done  me  the  honour 
to  addrefs  to  me.  As  your  propo¬ 
rtions  are  inadmiilible,  I  re  quell 
you  will  conlider  my  preceding 
letter  as  amounting  to  nothing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, \  Sir, 
With  great  confideration, 
D.  Rochamma-u.5* 

■  T  1  :  i  .  -  ,  *r  r 

Port- Royal,  December  the  1  8th. 
(s  Sir, 

tc  Having,  in  my  letter  No.  5, 
by  this  conveyance,  dated  to  you, 
for  the  information  of  mv  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
that.  Gen.  Rochambeau  had  made 
propofals  for  capitulating,  which, 
though  inadmiilible,  I  thought  foon 
mud  lead  to  others  more  reafonabfc ; 
the  event  has  juftified  my  opinion  ; 
but  I  am  forty  to  fay,  that  officer, 
whofe’aciio'ns  are  too  extraordinary 
to  account  for,  had,  on  the  19th 
ultimo,  (previous  to  his  propofals 
to  Captain*  Coring,  through  the 
general  of  brigade,  Boyer  and  Com¬ 
modore  Barre)  actually  entered 
into  a  capitulation  with  the  black 
general  DcfTalines,  to  deliver  up 
the  Cape  to  him,  with  all  the  ord¬ 
nance,  ammunition,  and  dores,  on 
the  30th  ;  I  conclude,  flattering 
hmsfeif,  that  the  tremendous  wea¬ 
ther,  which  our  fquadron  was  then 
and  had  been  experiencing  for  three 
weeks,  would  offer  an  opening  for 
an  efcape,  but  the  perfeverance  and 
watchful nefs  thereof  precluded  him 
from  even  attempting  it.  On  the 
30th,  the  colours  of  the  Blacks 
were  difpiayed  at  the  forts,  which 
induced  Capt.,  Loring  to  difpatch 

Capt. 
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Capt.  Blighj  to  know  Gen.  Defla- 
line’s  fentiments  refpefting  Gen. 
Rochambeau  and  his  troops ;  when, 
on  his  entering  the  harbour,  he  met 
Commodore  Barre,  who  prefled 
him,  in  ftrong  terms,  to  go  on 
board  the  Surveillante,  and  enter 
into  fame  capitulation,  which  would 
put  them  under  our  proteftion,  and 
prevent  the  Blacks  from  finking 
them  with  read  hot  (hot,  as  they 
had  threatened,  and  were  preparing 
to  do,  which  Capt.  Bligh  com¬ 
plied  with,  when  they  haflily 
brought  him  a  few  articles  they 
had  drawn  up,  which  he  (after 
objecting  to  fome  particular  parts, 
that  they  agreed  fliould  be  altered, 
to  carry  his  interpretation  on  their 
arrival  at  Jamaica)  iigned,  and 
haftened  to  acquaint  Gen.  DefTa- 
l.ines,  that  all  the  (hips  and  veflels 
in  port  had  furrendered  to  his  Ma. 
jefty’s  arms ;  and  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  he  obtained  the  promife  to 
defift  from  Bring,  till  a  wind  of¬ 
fered  for  carrying  them  out  (it  then 
blowing  hard  direftly  into  the  har¬ 
bour)  ;  this  promife  he  at  length 
obtained,  and  the  firfl:  inftant,  the 
land-breeze  enabled  them  to  fail 
out  under  French  colours,  which 
upon  a  (hot  being  fired  athwart 
them,  the  veflels  of  war  fired  their 
broadfides,  and  hauled  down  their 
colours,  except  the  Clorinde,  a 
large  frigate  of  38  guns,  who  un¬ 
luckily  took  the  ground  abaft,  and 
was  forced  to  throw  moft  of  her 
guns  overboard,  and  knocked  her 
rudder  off,  when  there  was  great 
apprehenfion  for  her  fafety  ;  and  I 
am  informed,  by  the  captains  of  the 
fquadron,  that  we  muft  attribute 
the  hav  ing  her,  (apparently  without 
farther  damage)  to  the  uncommon 
exertions  and  profefiional  abilities 
of  adting  Lieut.  Willoughby,  with 
the  boats  of  the  Herculs,  who,  I 


trufr,  will  be  honoured  with  their 
Lordfhips’  protection.  Capt.  Lo- 
ring,  after  feeing  the  generality  of 
the  prizes  taken  poffeffion  of,  left" 
the  Thefeus  and  Hercule,  to  fix  a 
temporary  rudder  to  the  frigate, 
and  bring  the  remainder  with  them, 
bearing  away  for  the  Mole,  and 
on  the  2d,  fummoned  the  ge¬ 
neral  of  Brigade,  NOaiUes,  who 
commanded  there,  to  capitulate: 
this  he  declined  doing,  aflerting  he 
had  provifions  for  five  months,  and 
herewith  I  tranfnflit  a  copy  of  his 
letter.  The  numerous  and  crowded 
ftate  of  the  prifoners  on  board  all 
the  prizes,  and  their  being  wi  thout 
provifions,  making  it  neceflary  for 
Capt.  Loring  to  proceed  to  Jamaica, 
he  arrived  here  the  5th,  with  the 
Elephant  and  Blanche,  alfo  the  Sur¬ 
veillante  and  Verto  38  gun  fri¬ 
gates,  and  various  other  prizes, 
leaving  the  Pique  to  blockade  the 
Mole,  who  anchored  in  this  port 
the  8th,  and  acquainted  me,  that 
Gen.  Noailles  had  evacuated  the 
night  he  refufed  to  capitulate, 
bringing  in  with  her  5  out  of  the 
6  veffels,  in  which  the  garrifon 
had  embarked,  a  brig  with  the 
General  on  board  only  efcaping, 
I  fend  a  veflfel  of  war  to  England, 
with  Gen.  Rochambeau,  and  thofe 
officers  who  are  fa  id  to  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  his  cruelties  at  the  Cape. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  T.  Due  XWORTH,'* 
Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart .  &c, 

[Tr  anslation.] 

Right  Division  of  the  North. 
General  Noailles  to  Ccmtnodore  Living* 
Mole,  1  Qth,  Erimaire,  An.  i2. 
f(  Sir, 

s<  I  have  received  the  letter 
which  you  have  done  me  the  ho¬ 
nour 
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noiir  to  addrefs  to  me,  under  the 
date  of  the  ioth  Frimaire.  I  re- 
queft  you  will  inform  me  of  the 
terms  upon  which  you  propofe  to 
treat  with  me. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  higheft  confideration,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
Humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  NoAiLLESd* 


Shark,  Port- Royal,  Jamaica , 
December  the  loth. 

“  Sir, 

i(  Accompanying  this,  you  will 
receive,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Coramiffioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  copies  of  various  letters, 
it c.  Nos.  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  relative 
to  the  proceedings  of  Captain 
Loring,  of  His  Majefty’s  fnip 
Bellerophon,  while  fenior  officer  of 
the  Iquadron  blockading  Cape 
Francois.  ■  - 

J.  T.  Duckworth,5' 
Sir  E  van  Nepean ,  Bart , 


Bellerophon ,  off  Cape  Franco  it, 
November  the  2 

«  Sir, 

4<  Having  received  information, 
that  Gen.  Rochanibeau’s  intentions 
are  to  endeavour  to  make  his  efcape 
in  a  fch  oner,  and  obferving,  ye f- 
terday  afternoon,  feveral  boats  pafs 
and  repaf*  between  the  Surveillante 
and  an  armed  fchooner,  laying  in 
the  Carocal  Paffage,  1  made  the 
the  fignal  for  the  launches  arpied, 
to  aficmble  on  board  the  Blanche, 
and  ordered  Captaiu  Mudge  to 
proceed  with  them  off  the  entrance 
of  the  paffage,  to  intercept  her, 
fhould  fhe  atrempt  to  come  out. 
I  directed  the  launches  to  a<51  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  Pilch,  of 
the  Bellerophon,  and  at  2  A.  M. 
fhe  was  very  judicioufly  boarded 
and  taken  by  the  launches  of  the 


Bellerophon  and  the  Elephant, 
without  the  l&fs  of  a  man  killed  or 
wounded,  though,  for  a  fhort  time, 
under  a  very  {mart  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  great  guns  and  fmall  arms ; 
Hie  proves  to  be  the  French  national 
fchooner  La  Decouvert,  commandea 
by  Monfieur  Froyan,  enfeign  de 
vaiffeau  ;  lbe  had  mounted  6  fix- 
pounders,  and  6  brafs  fwivels,  and 
5  2  men  :  the  enemy  had  two  merf 
wounded.  The  officer  commanding 
the  Dcfiree’s  launch,  being  anxious 
to  fecure  the  paffage,  got  fo  far  to 
the  eaftward  of  the  entrance,  as  not 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  other 
boats,  that  he  unfortunately  could 
not  join  them,  or  get  near  the 
fchooner  till  day-light,  or,  I  am 
fenfible,  from  the  cha rafter  he 
bears,  would  be  as  vigilant  as  the 
other  boats. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

J.  LqjungA'* 
Sir  J.  T,  Duckworth „ 

Bellerophon ,  off  Fortnda , 

November  the  toils* 

((  Sir, 

ss  I  have  to  inform  you  of  the 
furrender  of  Cape  Francois  to  the 
Gen.  Deffalines,  on  the  iSthin- 
ftant,  when  he  attacked  it  at  the 
head  of  the  army,  and  agreed 
with  the  General  in  Chief,  Ro- 
chambeau,  for  ten  days  to  com¬ 
plete  the  evacuation.  Not:  having 
received  a-fecond  propofition  from 
Rochambeau,  during  the  fufpenfioo. 
of  hoftilities  between  the  two 
parties,  I  endeavoured,  if  poffible, 
to  learn  the  difpofition  of Deffaline’s 
feeing  kis  flag  difplayed  on  the 
forts,  as  to  the  fliips  of  war  and 
other  veffels  in  the  harbour  ;  and 
you  will  fee,  by  his  letter  to  me 
of  the  27th,  which  1  herewith 
tranfmit,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  mine 
to  him,  the  indefinite  mode  of  ex.. 
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prcfllon  he  makes  ufe  of,  I  there¬ 
fore  fent  Capt.  Bligh  to  explain 
with  him.  On  his  arrival  at  the 
Cape,  he  met,  on  the  part  of  Ro- 
chambeau,  a  ftrong  defire  to  agree 
for  the  furrender  of  the  fhips  and 
veffels,  which,  from  his  declaration 
to  deftroy  them,  I  had  no  reafon  to 
expert.  The  articles  of  agreement 
which  were  entered  into,  I  here¬ 
with  inclofe,  and  hope  they  will 
meet  your  approbation.  Capt. 
Bligh  immediately  made  known  to 
Deffalines,  the  furrender  of  the 
frigates  and  merchant  veffels  to  his 
Britannic  majeky,  and  requeked 
he  would  give  orders  to  prevent 
firing  on  them,  which  till  then, 
was  his  intention;  and,  after  fome 
hefitation,  Gen.  Deffalines  reluc¬ 
tantly  complied.  This  morning, 
the  Surveillante,  Cerf  brig,  an  hof- 
pital  fhip,  and  three  or  four  neutral 
fchconers,  came  out :  the  whole 
were  under  weigh  in  the  harbour, 
but  owing  to  the  fudden  change  of 
wind,  they  were  prevented  from 
proceeding.  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
the  Clorinde  is  on  fhore  under  fort 
'  St.  Jofeph,  and  I  fear  will  be  totally 
loft.  I  have  taken  poffeffion  of 
the  veffels  that  are  out,  and  left 
Capt.  Bligh  with  the  Hercule, 
Defiree,  and  Pique,  to  complete 
the  evacuation  of  the  Cape  and 
Monte  Chriftie.  When  the  Ele¬ 
phant  joins  with  the  Vertu  and 
merchant  veffels  I  left  in  the  Cape, 
1  fhall  proceed  with  her  and  prizes 
to  Port  Royal,  leaving  the  Tatar 
to  blockade  the  Mole. 

I  am,  &c. 

John  Loring.” 

Mis  Majejly’s  Ship  Belle rophon. 

Sir, 

“  Not  having  had  the  honour 
to  receive  your  anfwer  to  my  letter 


cf  yeflerday,  I  beg  to  reprefent, 
that,  from  the  tenor  of  yours  of 
the  2  2d,  I  did  hope  to  fee  your 
flag  flying  this  morning  at  Fort 
Picolet.  As  I  have  full  confidence 
you  will  not  refeird  the  agreement 
with  Gen.  Rochambeau,  who  in¬ 
tends,  if  pofiible,  to  have  more  time 
granted  him  to  efcape,  and  that 
you  will  have  poffeffion  of  the  town, 
and  its  forts,  this  afternoon ;  I 
fhall  then  be  much  obliged  if  you 
will  fend  me  fome  experienced 
pilots,  to  conduft  a  part  of  my 
fquadron  into  the  harbour,  to  take 
poffeffion  of  the  fhipping. 

John  Loring.’* 

General  Deffalines. 

[Tr  ANSLATION.] 

Liberty  or  Death. 

Head-quaters ,  6th  Frimaire ,  An.  12» 

The  General  in  Chief  of  the  indige¬ 
nous  Army ,  to  Capt ,  Loring ,  com- 
ma?:ding  the  Narval  Forces  Gf  his: 
Britannic  Majefy  before  the  Cape. 

“  Sir, 

“  I  am  accufed  by  you  of  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  which  I  never 
had  the  honour  to  receive.  You 
may  be  affured  that  my  favourable 
difpofition  towards  you,  and  hof- 
tility  towards  Gen.  Rochambeau, 
are  unalterable.  I  fnall  enter  the 
Cape  to-morrow  morning  at  the 
head  of  my  army.  It  is  a  matter 
of  great  regret  to  me  I  cannot  fend 
you  the  pilots  which  you  require. 
I  prefume  you  will  have  no  occa- 
fion  for  them.  I  fhall  force  the 
French  fhips  to  quit  the  road,  and 
you  will  do  will  do  with  them  ss 
you  judge  proper. 

Dessalines." 

[Here 
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[Here  follows  the  capitulation 
agreed  upon  by  Captain  Bligh  and 
General  Boyer,  by  which  the  French 
ft  aval  and  military  forces  were  fur- 
rendered  to  his  Majefty’s  fqua- 
dron.  ] 

nlerophsny  off  Cape  Nicola  Mole , 
December  the  2nd. 

“  Sir, 

“  From  General  Rochambeau’s 
extraordinary  conduft  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  neither  Captain  Bligh 
nor  myfelf  have  had  any  thing  to  fay 
to  him  farther  than  complying  with 
his  wifhes,  in  allowing  him  to  re¬ 
main  on  board  the  Surveillante 
until  her  arrival  at  Jamaica,  which. 
I  very  readily  agreed  to,  as  alfo 
the  commodore.  I  have  Gen. 
Boyer,  with  about  22  officers,  and 
190  foldiers  and  Bailors,  on  board 
the  Bellerophon,  and  60  more  on 
board  the  Hercule,  that  were  taken 
out  of  the  Surveillante  ;  the  Blanche 
has  on  board  all  the  erew  of  the 
Cerf.  I  had  began  this  letter 
yefterday,  to  have  difpatched  the 
Blanche  early  this  morning,  but, 
feeing  the  Defiree  coming  down 
with  fix  fail,  waited  until  (h£ 
joined,  and  am  happy  to  inform 
you,  that,  through  the  exertions  of 
Lieut.  Willoughby,  the  Clorinde 
is  afloat  again  with  the  lofs  of  heir 
rudder,  and  Captain  Bligh  is  pre- 
aring  a  temporary  one  to  bring 
er  down  ;  the  Vertu,  and  other 
fhips  are  out>  and  I  am  in  hourly 
expectation  of  feeing  them  with 
the  Elephant.  I  have  fent  Capt. 
Rofs  into  the  Mole,  t©  fummon 
that  garrifon  to  furrender ;  and 
fnall  difpatch  the  Blanche  imme¬ 
diately  I  have  Gen.  Noailles’s 
anfwer. 

Half-pad  four.  Captain  Rofs 
has  this  in  ft  ant  returned  with  the 
V © l »  XLIV*  or  Vol,  III,  Ns> 
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inclofed  anfwer  ;  and  I  difpatch  the 
Blanche  in  confequence,  and  (hall 
follow  foon  after.  The  Elephant, 
Vertu,  and  ten  fail  of  various  def- 
efiptions  of  veffels,  are  now  join-, 
ing.  , 

I  am,  See. 

Rear  Admiral  John  LoringW 
Sir  T.  Duckworth, 

K.  B.  Commander  in  Chief) 

Shark ,  Port  Royal f 

December  the  loth. 

u  Sir, 

u  Feeling  that  the  Lord’s  Com- 
mifjioners  of  the  Admiralty,  would 
wifh  to  be  acquainted  with  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  Capitulation  between  the 
Gen .  Rocha mbea u  and  Deft  al ines, for 
the  furrender  of  the  Cape,  and  hav- 
ing  juft  obtained  a  copy  thereof, 

I  herewith  tranfmit  the  fame  for 
their  Lordfnip’s  information. 

I  am.  See.  ' 

J.  Ti  Duck  worth.’ 3 

Sir  Evan  Nepean ,  Bart. 

[  I  R  ANSLATIQN.  ] 

French  and  Indigenous  Ar° 
mies, 

1 

l^jth  B riimatrey  Anno  i  2 6 
November  the  1  (jib. 

Adjutant  Commander  Du- 
veyrier,  cnarged  with  due  powers 
by  General  Rochambeau,  com¬ 
mander  of  the  French  army,  to 
treat  for  the  Surrender  of  the 
Cape,  and  J.  Jacques  Deffalines, 
general  in  chiei  of  the  indigenous 
arm y*  have  agreed  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  : 

I.  The  town  of  the  Cape,  and 
the  forts  which  belong  to  it,  (hall 
be  fur  rendered  in  ten  days  from  the 
28th  ol  the  prefent  month,  to  the 
General  in  Chief  Deffalines. 

Series,  *H  -  The 
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II*  The  ammunition  and  warlike 
flores  of  the  Arfenal,  the  arms  and 
the  artillery  which  are  in  the  town 
and  in  the  forts,  fhali  be  left  in 
their  prefent  (late. 

III.  All  the  fhips  of  war,  or 
others,  which  fhali  be  judged  ne- 
ceffary  by  General  Rochambeau, 
for  tranfporting  the  troops,  and 
the  inhabitants  who  may  wifh  to 
depart  from  the  ifland,  (hall  be  at 
full  liberty  to  fail  on  a  day  to  be 
appo’nted. 

I  V.  The  officers,  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  the  troops  compoling  the 
garrifon  of  the  Cape,  fhali  depart 
with,  the  honours  of  war,  carrying 
with  them  their  arms,  and  the  effects 
belonging  to  their  demi  brigade. 

V.  The  fick  and  wounded  are 
efpecially  recommended  to  the  hu¬ 
manity  of  General  Deffalines,  who 
engages  to  embark  them  for 
France,  on  board  neutral  veffels. 

VI.  General  Delfalines, in  giving 
the  affurance  of  his  protection  to 
the  inhabitants  who  may  continue 
in  the  country,  relies  on  the  juftice 
of  General  Rochambeau,  to  fet  at 
liberty  all  men  belonging  to  the 
country,  of  whatever  colour  they 

’  may  be ;  and  that  none  of  them 
fhali,  under  any  pretence,  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  embask  with  the  French 
army. 

VII.  The  troops  belonging  to  the 
two  armies  fhali  remain  in  their 
refpedlive  portions  until  the  tenth 
day,  fixed  for"  the  evacuation  of 
the  Cape. 

VIII.  General  Rochambeau  fh  al  1 
fend,  as  a  fecurity  for  the  fulfilment 
of  the  prefent  convention,  the  adju¬ 
tant-commandant  Urbain  de  Vaux  ; 
fn  return  for  whom,  General  Def- 
falines  fhali  fend  an  blHcer  of  an 
equal  rank. 

Done  in  good  faith,  at  the  head¬ 


quarters  of  Haut  du  Cap,  the 
fame  day,  month,  and  year, 
above  ftated. 

/c-  Dessalines. 

(Signed)  ^  ,, 

°  '  Duveyzier. 

Shark ,  Pari  Royal,  Dec .  23. 

(<  Sir, 

“  Accompanying  this  you  will 
receive,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad* 
miraity,  an  account  of  veifels  cap¬ 
tured  and  deftroyed  by  his  Ma. 
jelly’s  fquadren  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  fince  the  return  made  in 
November  laft. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  T.  Duckworth.** 

Sir  Evan  Nepean ,  Bart ,  &c,  &c. 

[Here  follows  a  lift  of  37  fhips 
and  veffels  captured,  detained,  and 
deftroyed  at  Jamaica,  the  Bahama 
Iflands,  under  the  orders  of  Sir 
J.  T.  Duckworth,  K.  B.] 

N.  B.  There  has  been  deftroyed 
fince  laft  return,  30  fail  of  fmall 
craft  of  various  deferiptions  at 
Cape  Francois,  Monte  Chrifte,  and 
the  Mole,  &c.  &c. 


Proceedings  of  the  Meeting  of  the 
Subfcribers  to  Lloyd's  Caffe  Houfe , 
held  the  loth  of  July ,  1  803, 

*when  the  Patriotic  Fund  vuaf 
efablijhed . 

The  Merchants,  Underwriters, 
and  other  fubferibers  to  Lloyd’s 
CofFee-houfe,  having  this  day  met 
for  the  purpofe  of  letting  on  foot 
a  general  fubfeription,  on  an  ex¬ 
tended  fcale,  for  the  encouragement 
and  relief  of  thofe  who  may  be 
engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  who  may  fuffer  in  the 
0  common 
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Common  caufe  ;  and  of  thofe  who 
may  flgnalize  themfelves  during 
the  prefent  mod  important  conted : 
and  feeling  confident,  that  when 
eur  very  exigence  as  a  great  and 
independent  nation  is  at  hake,  it 
only  becomes  neceffary  to  point  out 
any  means  by  which  the  exertion 
of  our  native  fpirits  and  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  our  powerful  refources, 
may  receive  an  additional  ftimu- 
lus;  they  beg  leave  to  fubinit  to 
the  liberal  confideration  of  their 
fellow  fubje&s,  the  following  refo- 
lutions,  which  have  been  unani- 
snoufly  pa  fled  at  this  meeting,  and 
prefume  to  hope,  that  the  objefl  of 
this  fubfcription  will  be  fo  promoted 
and  fanftioned  by  public  bodies  in 
general — by  the  higher  ranks,  and 
opulent  clafles  of  fociety — and  by 
individuals  of  every  defcription, 
that  the  mite  of  the  labourer,  com¬ 
bining  with  the  munificent  dona¬ 
tion  of  the  noble  and  wealthy, 
fhall  be  the  bed  pledge  of  our 
unanimity — fhal!  infure  our  feamen, 
our  foldicrs,  our  countrymen  at 
large,  with  a  well-grounded  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  liberality  and  gra- 
titude  of  the  community;  and 
fhall  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  our 
enemies  the  appalling  convi&ion, 
that  the  energies  of  this  great  em¬ 
pire  are  irrefidible,  as  its  refources 
are  incalculable. 

Brook  Watson,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

On  a  motion  being  made,  the 
following  Refolutions  being  pro¬ 
duced,  were  read,  and  pafled  una- 
nimoufly.  v 

I.  That  in  a  conjuncture  when 
the  vital  intereds  of  our  Country, 
when  the  peculiar  bleflings  which, 
under  our  beloved  Sovereign  and 
■happy  Conditution,  endear  our 
focial  date,  are  involved  in  the 


ifltie  of  the  prefent  conted,  when 
wt  are  menaced  by  an  enemy, 
whofe  haughty  prefumption  is 
grounded  only  on  the  prefent  un¬ 
fortunate  pofltion  of  the  Continent 
tal  Powers,  and  when  we  feem  to 
be  placed,  for  the  moment,  as  the 
lad  barrier  againd  the  total  fub- 
jugation  of  Europe  by  the  over~ 
bearing  influence  of  France — it 
behoves  11s  to  meet  our  fltuation 
as  men — as  freemem — but,  above 
all,  as  Britons.  On  this  alone, 
with  the  Divine  Aid,  depends 
our  exemption  from  the  yoke  of 
Gallic  defpotifm — on  this  alone  de¬ 
pends,  under  the  fame  protedling 
power,  whether  this  Empire  fhall 
remain,  what  it  has  for  ages  been, 
the  flrenuous  fupporter  of  Religion 
and  morals,  the  aflerter  of  its  own, 
and  the  guardian  of  the  liberties  of 
mankind,  the  nurfe  of  induflry,  the 
prote&or  of  the  arts  and  fciences, 
the  example  and  admiration  of  the 
world — or  whether  it  fhall  become 
an  obfequious  tributary,  an  en- 
fiaved,  a  plundered,  and  degraded 
department  of  a  foreign  nation. 

II.  That,  to  give  more  effect 
and  energy  to  the  meafures  adopted 
by  Government  for  the  defence  of 
our  liberties,  our  lives  and  property 
—to  add  weight  to  thofe  perfonal 
exertions  we  are  all  readily  difpo- 
fed  to  contribute,  it  behoves  us  to 
hold  out  every  encouragement  to 
our  fellow-fubjefts,  who  may  be 
in  any  way  inllrumental  in  re¬ 
pelling  or  annoying  our  implacable 
foe,  and  to  prove  to  then?  that  we 
are  ready  to  drain  both  <j>ur  purfes 
and  our  veins,  in  the  great  caufe 
which  imperioufly  calls  on  us  to 
unite  the  duties  of  loyajty  and  pa- 
triotifm,  with  the  ftrongeft  efforts 
of  zealous  exertion. 

III.  That,  to  animate  the  efforts 

*H2  ©£ 


;  •  ■  . .. } : 

100*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


of  our  defenders,  by  fea  and  land, 

It  is  expedient  to  raife,  by  the 
patriotifm  of  the  community  at 
large,  a  fuitable  fund  for  their 
comfort  and  relief- — for  the  purpofe 
of  affuaging  their  wounds,  or  pal¬ 
liating  in  fome  degree  the  more 
weighty  misfortune  of  the  lots  of 
limbs — of  alleviating  the  diftreffes 
of  the  widow  and  orphan — of 
fmoothing  the  brow  of Borrow  for 
the  fall  of  their  deareil  relatives, 
the  props  of  unhappy  indigence  or 
helplefs  age — and  of  granting  pe¬ 
cuniary  rewards,  or  honourable 
badges  of  diftindlion,  for  fuccefsful 
exertions  of  valour  or  merit. 

IV.  That  a  fubfeription,  em¬ 
bracing  all  the  objedls  in  the  fore¬ 
going  refolution,  be  now  opened  ; 
and,  to  fet  ,an  example  to  the  public 
bodies  throughout  the  United  King¬ 
dom  and  its  dependencies,  and  to 
our  feliow  fubjefts  of  every  clafs 
and  denomination,  that,  indepen¬ 
dently  of  our  individual  contribu¬ 
tions,  the  fum  of  20,000 /.  three 
per  cent  Confolidated  Annuities, 
part  of  the  funded  property  of  this 
Society,  {hall  be  appropriated  to 
this  purpofe. 

V.  That  on  Friday  the  29th  in- 
ftant,  at  12  o’clock  precisely,  a 
general  meeting  of  the  Subfcribers 
to  this  fund  be  held  at  this  Houfe, 
for  the  purpofe  of  appointing  their 
Committee;  and  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Houfe  be  requefted 
to  become,  and  they  are  hereby 
conftituted  a  Committee,  ad  inte¬ 
rim,  for  the  receipt  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  fubferiptions,  and  other 
purpofes  expreffed  in  thefe  refo- 
lutions.  >a}: 

VI.  That  the  Committee  of 
this  Houfe,  and  the  Bankers  in  the 
Metropolis,  and  in  the  Cities  and 


Towns  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
be  requefted  to  receive  fubferip. 
tions ;  and  thatfnch  part  of  the  fund, 
as  {hall  not  be  ufed  for  the  purpofe 
now  intended,  be  returned  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  fums  fubferibed. 

VII.  That  all  fums,  however 
fmall,  which  ftiall  be  offered  by  the 
patriotifm  of  the  poorer  claffes  of 
our  feliow-fubjefts,  fhall  be  ac¬ 
cepted — the  caufe  affecting  equally 
the  liberties  and  lives  of  perfons  of 
every  defeription. 

VIII.  That  the  Thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  the  Chairman, 
for  his  able  and  impartial  conduct 
in  the  chair. 


Lloyd's,  ztyh  of  July ,  1803. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  Subfcribers. 
Brook  Watfon ,  Ejq.  in  the  Chair , 

Refolved, 

That  a  Committe  be  now 
formed  from  the  firft  Fifty  Subfcri¬ 
bers  of  100/.  and  upwards  ;  and 
that  the  Committee  have  power  to 
add  to  their  number  fuch  other 
Subfcribers  as  they  {hall  think 
proper. 

Refolved, 

That  the  following  gentle¬ 
men  eledted  as  above,  conftitute  the 
Committe  for  managing  the  Pa¬ 
triotic  Fund,  nine  of  whom  fhall 
be  a  quorum  for  tranfadling  bu- 
finefs. 

Sir  J.  W.  Anderfon,  Bart.  M.  P. 
and  Alderman 

John  Julius  Angexftein,  Efq. 

James 
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James  Abel,  Efq. 

John  Jacob  Appach,  Efq. 

Sir  Francis  Baring,  Bart.  M.  P. 
Thomfon  Bonar,  Efq. 

Thomfon  Bonar,  Jun.  Efq. 

George  Brown,  Efq. 

George  Baillie,  Efq. 

Peter  Begbie,  Efq. 

Cornelius  Buller,  Efq. 

Horatio  Clagett,  Efq. 

P.obert  Chriftie,  Efq. 

Thomas  Everett,  Efq.  M.  P. 

John  Frafer,  Efq. 

Peter  Free,  Efq. 

George  Godwin,  Efq. 

Benjamin  Goldfmid,  Efq. 
Alexander  Glennie,  Efq, 

David  Hunter,  Efq. 

George  Henckell,  Efq. 

Germain  Lavie,  Efq.  s 

Richard  Lee,  Efq. 

Jofeph  Marry  at,  Efq. 

George  Munro,  Efq. 

John  Mangles,  Efq. 

John  Mavor,  Efq. 

R,  H.  Marten,  Efq. 

William  Macnilh,  Efq. 

Charles  Offley,  Efq. 

Thomas  Reid,  Efq. 

Thomas  Rowcroft,  Efq.  Alderman 
Andrew  Reid,  Efq. 

Thomas  Raikes,  Jun.  Efq, 

J.  Smith,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Robert  Shedden,  Efq. 

George  Shedden,  Efq. 

James  Shaw,  Efq.  Alderman 
Benjamin  Shaw,  Efq. 

F.  S.  Secretan,  Efq. 

Robert  Thornton,  Efq.  M.  P. 
Henry  Thompfon,  Efq. 

John  Turner,  Efq. 

Sir  Brook  Watfon,  Bart,  and  Aid. 
Robert  Wigram,  Efq.  M.  P» 
Thomas  Warre,  Efq. 

James  Warre,  Efq. 

David  Pike  Watts,  Efq, 

George  Wood,  Efq. 

William  Whitmore,  Efq. 


Added  hy  the  Committee , 

Jofeph  Nutt,  Efq.  Gov.  of  the 
Bank  of  England 
Jacob  Bofanquet,  Efq,  ^  of  the 
Chairman,  Hon.  Eaft 

John  Roberts,  Efq.  India 
Deputy  Chairman,  Company, 
Edward  Forfier,  Efq.  Govenor  of 
the  Royal  Exchange  Affurance 
Company 

John  Wool  more,  Efq. 

Thomas  King,  Efq. 

William  Bell,  Efq. 

Henry  Bonham,  Efq. 

James  Innes,  Efq. 

Sir  Charles  Price,  Bart.  M.  P. 
and  Alderman 

John  Remington,  Efq.  Prime  War¬ 
den  of  the  Fiihmongers*  corn- 
pany 

William  Hoare,  Efq. 

William  Parker,  Efq.  Prime  War¬ 
den  of  the  Goldfmiths>  Com., 
pany 

Henry  Pigeon,  Efiq.  Prime  War¬ 
den  ol  the  Merchant  Taylors* 
Company 

Jacob  Warner,  Efq.  Prime  War¬ 
den  of  the  Grocers*  Company 
Rev.  Colfton  Carr,  of  Ealing 
John  Pooiey,  Kenfington,  Efq. 
Thomas  Birch,  Efq.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Spencer 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Carrington 
Robert  Hunter,  Efq. 

John  Jackfon,  Efq. 

✓ 

Lloyd’s  and  of  Augufi ,  1803, 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  for 
managing  the  Patriotic  Fund . 

Refolved, 

That  Sir  Francis  Barings 
Bart,  be  Chairman  of  this  Com. 
mittee. 

*  H  3  Refolved. 
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Refolved, 

That  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  form  a  Committee  of  Trea- 
fuiy. 

Sir  Francis  Baring,  Bart.  M.P, 
John  Julius  Angcrftein,  Efq. 
Thomfon  Bonar,  Efq. 

Robbert  Shedden,  Efq. 

Thomas  Reid,  Efq. 

Richard  Lee,  Efq. 

John  Mavor,  Efq, 

Refolved, 

That  the  following  gentle- 
men  be  appointed  Truftees  for  the 
purchafe  and  fale  of  Hock,  or  other 
Government  fecurities,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  this  Inftitution  ;  and  that 
the  fame  be  invelted  in  their 
names  . 

Sir  Francis  Baring,  Bart.  M.  P. 
John  Julius  Angerftein,  Efq. 
Thomfon  Bonar,  Efq. 

Refolved, 

That  Mr.  John  Parr,  Wels- 
ford,  be  appointed  Secretary  to  the 
Committee. 


Royal  Correspondence. 

No.  I. 

Carlton  Hou/e3  July  i8tb,  1803. 

Sir, 

The  fubjeft  on  which  I  addrefs 
you,  prefles  fo  heavily  on  my  mind, 
and  daily  acquires  fuch  additional 
importance,  that  notwithftanding 
my  wifh  to  avoid  any  interference 
with  the  difpofitions  made  by  his 


Majefty's  Minifters,  I  find  it  im- 
poffible  to  withhold,  or  delay  an 
explicit  ftatement  of  my  feelings, 
to  which  I  would  direct  your  moft 
ferious  confideration. 

When  it  was  officially  commu¬ 
nicated  to  Parliament,  that  the 
avowed  object  of  the  enemy  was  a 
defcent  on  our  Kingdoms,  the 
queftion  became  fo  obvious,  that 
the  circmnftances  of  the  times  re¬ 
quired  the  voluntary  tender  of  per- 
fonal  fervice ;  when  Parliament,  in 
confequence  of  this  reprefentation, 
agreed  to  extraordinary  meafures 
for  the  defence  of  thefe  Realms 
alone,  it  was  evident  that  the  dan¬ 
ger  was  not  believed  dubious,  or 
remote. 

Animated  by  the  fame  fpirit 
which  pervaded  the  Nation  at  large., 

confcious  of  the  duties  which  I 
owed  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  Coun¬ 
try,  I  feized  the  earlieft  opportu¬ 
nity  to  exprefs  my  defire  of  under¬ 
taking  the  refponfibility  of  a  mi¬ 
litary  command. 

1  neither  did  nor  do  prefume  on 
fappofed  talents,  as  entitling  me  to 
fuch  an  appointment ;  I  am  aware 
I  do  not  poffefs  the  experience  of 
actual  warfare ;  at  the  fame  time  I 
cannot  regard  myfelf  as  totally  un¬ 
qualified  or  deficient  in  military 
fcience,  fince  I  have  long  made  the 
fervice  my  particular  ftudy ;  my 
chief  pretenfions  were  founded  on 
a  fenfe  of  thole  advantages  which 
my  example  might  produce  to  the 
State,  by  exciting  the  loyal  ener¬ 
gies  of  the  Nation,  and  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  thefe  expectations  which 
the  public  had  a  right  to  form, 
as  to  the  perfenal  exertions  of  their 
Princes,  at  a  moment  like  the  pre- 
fent. 

The  more  elevated  my  fituation, 
in  fo  much  the  efforts  of  zeal  be¬ 
came 
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came  neceflarily  greater  ;  and  I 
confefs,  that  if  duty  had  not  been 
fo  paramount,  a  reflection  on  the 
fplendid  atchievements  of  my  pre- 
decefl'ors  would  have  excited  in  me 
the  fpirit  of  emulation;  when, 
however,  in  addition  to  fuch  re¬ 
collections,  the  nature  of  the  con- 
teft  in  which  we  are  about  to  en¬ 
gage  was  imprefled  on  my  confi- 
deration,  I  fhould,  indeed,  have 
been  devoid  of  every  virtuous  fen- 
timent,  if  I  felt  no  reluctance  in 
remaining  a  paflive  fpeCtator  of 
armaments,  which  have  for  their 
objeCt  the  exiftence  of  the  Britifh 
Empire. 

Thus  w'as  I  influenced  to  make 
my  offer  of  fervice ;  and  I  did  - 
imagine,  that  his  Majefty’s  Mi- 
nifters  would  have  attached  to  it 
more  value  ;  but  when  I  find  that 
from  fome  unknown  caufe,  my  ap¬ 
pointment  feems  to  remain  fo  long 
undetermined ;  when  I  feel  myfelf 
expofed  to  the  obloquy  of  being 
regarded  by  the  Country  as  paf- 
fing  my  time  indifferent  to  the 
events  which  menace,  and  infenfl- 
ble  to  the  call  of  patriotifm,  much 
more  of  glory,  it  then  behoves  me 
to  examine  my  rights,  and  to  re« 
mind  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  that 
the  claim  which  I  have  advanced 
is  ftriCtly  conftitutional,  and  jufti- 
fied  by  precedent ;  and  that,  in  the 
prefent  fltuation  of  Europe,  to  deny 
my  exercifmg  it,  is  fatal  to  my  own 
immediate  honour,  and  the  future 
intereft  of  the  Crown. 

I  can  never  forget  that  I  have 
folemn  obligations  impofed  on  me 
by  my  birth,  and  that  I  fhould 
ever  fhow  myfelf  as  foremoft  in 
contributing  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  country.  The  time  is  arrived 
when  I  may  prove  myfelf  fenflble 
©f  the  duties  of  my  fltuation,  and 


of  evincing  my  devotion  to  that 
Sovereign,  who,  by  natnre,  as  well 
as  public  worth  commands  my  moft 
affectionate  attachment. 

I  repeat,  that  I  fhould  be  forry 
to  embarrafs  the  Government  at 
any  time,  moft  particularly  at  fuch 
a  crifts :  but  fmce  no  event  in  my 
future  life  could  compenfate  for  the 
misfortune  of  not  partaking  in  the 
honours  and  dangers  which  await 
the  brave  men  deftined  to  oppofe 
an  invading  enemy,  I  cannot  forego 
the  earneft  renewal  of  my  appli¬ 
cation. 

All  I  folicit  is,  a  more  oftenflble 
fltuation  than  that  in  which  I  am 
at  prefent  placed  ;  for  fl mated  as 
I  am,  as  a  mere  Colonel  of  a  Regi. 
ment,  the  Major  General  com¬ 
manding  the  Brigade,  of  which 
fuch  a  Regiment  muft  form  a  par 4 
would  juftly  expeft,  and  receive  the 
full  credit  of  pre- arrangement  and 
fuccefsful  enterprize. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Very  fincerely  your*s 
(Signed)  G.  P. 

Right  Hon .  Henry  Add ington ,  &cti ff c» 

No.  II. 

July  2 6th }  1803. 

A  xveek  has  now  elapfed,  flnce 
the  Prince  of  Wales  tranfmitted  to 
Mr.  Addington  a  letter  on  a  fub« 
jeft  of  the  higheft  importance. 
Though  he  cannot  anticipate  a  re- 
fufal  to  fo  reafonable  a  demand,  he 
muft  ftill  exprefs  fome  furprize, 
that  a  communication  of  fuch  a 
nature  fhould  have  remained  fo  long 
unanfwered. 

When  the  Prince  of  Wales  de- 
fired  to  be  placed  in  a  fltuation, 
which  might  enable  him  to  (how 
to  the  People  of  England,  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  zeal,  fidelity,  and  devo- 
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tion  to  his  fovereign,  he  naturally 
thought,  that  he  was  only  fulfilling 
his  appropriate  duty  as  the  firft 
Subjeft  of  the  Realm,  in  which, 
as  it  haspleafed  Providence  to  caufe 
him  to  have  been  born,  fo  he  is  de¬ 
termined  to  maintain  himfelf,  by 
all  thofe  honourable  exertions  which 
the  exigencies  of  thefe  critical 
times  peculiarly  demand.  The 
motives  of  his  conduft  cannot  be 
mifconceived,  or  mifreprefented ; 
he  has,  at  a  moment  when  every 
thing  is  at  Hake  that  is  dear  and 
facred  to  him,  and  to  the  nation, 
afked  to  be  advanced  in  military 
rank,  becaufe  he  may  have  his 
birthright  to  fight  for,  the  throne 
of  his  Father  to  defend,  the  glory 
of  the  People  of  England  to  uphold, 
which  is  dearer  to  him  than  life, 
which  has  yet  remained  unfullied 
under  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Brunfwick,  and  which,  he  trulls 
will  be  tranfmittedpure  and  uncon¬ 
taminated  to  the  lateft  generations. 
Animated  by  fuch  fentiments,  he 
has  naturally  defired  to  be  placed 
in  a  fituation  where  he  can  aft  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  feelings  of  his  heart, 
and  the  diftates  of  confcience. 

In  making  the  offer,  in  again 
repeating  it,  the  Prince  of  Wales 
confiders,  that  he  has  only  per¬ 
formed  his  duty  to  himfelf,  to  the 
State,  to  the  King,  to  Europe,  whofe 
fate  may  be  involved  in  the  ilfue 
©f  this  contell ;  if  this  tender  of 
his  fervices  is  rejefted,  he  lhall  ever 
lament  that  all  his  efforts  have 
been  fruitlefs,  and  that  he  has  been 
deprived  of  making  thofe  exertions 
which  the  circumftances  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  his  own  inclinations,  and  his 
early  and  long  attention  to  mili¬ 
tary  affairs,  would  have  rendered 
fo  peculiarly  grateful  to  himfelf, 


and  he  trulls,  not  entirely  ufelefs  ta 
the  Public. 

No.  III. 

Donvning-ftreet ,  July  27  V,  1803* 

Upon  receiving  the  letter  with 
which  Mr.  Addington  was  lalt 
week  honoured,  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  he  allured  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  that  it  fhould  be  immediately 
laid  before  the  King.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  and  the  letter  is 
Hid  in  his  Ma jelly’s  polfelfion.  A 
communication  was  afterwards 
made  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  in  a  mode,  and 
through  a  channel  which  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington  humbly  hoped  his  Royal 
Highnefs  would  approve.  Mr. 
Addington,  however,  now  finds  it 
to  be  incumbent  upon  him,  in  con., 
feauence  of  the  expeftation  which 
has  been  exprelfed  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  to  Hate,  that  his  Ma- 
jelly,  on  being  informed  of  the 
fentiments  and  willies  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  applauded  in  the  llrongeft 
manner,  the  feelings  by  whichhis 
Royal  Highnefs  is  aftuated  ;  but 
referred,  neverthelefs,  to  the  an- 
fwers  which  hisMajefly  had  judg¬ 
ed  it  necelfary  to  return  to  fimilar 
reprefen tations,  and  which,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  commands  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  had  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  his  Majefly  upon  former  oc~ 
cafiohs, 

No,  IV. 

Carlton  Houfe ,  July  28,  I  803. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  Jias  re¬ 
ceived  Mr.  Addington’s  written 
communication  of  the  laif  night. 
Hie  Prince  of  Wales  has  only  to 
obferve,  that  he  requires  Mr.  Ad¬ 
dington 
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dlngton  to  fubmit  to  his  Majefty 
his  Tail  note,  dated  the  26th  of  this 
month. 

No.  V. 

Do^wnmg-Jireet,  J itly  t%th,  1803* 

Hqlf-pajl  11,  P*.  M. 

Mr.  Addington  is  juft  honoured 
with  the  commands  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  wiii  not  fail  to  lay 
his  Royal  Highnefs’s  letter,  dated 
the  26th  of  this  month,  before  the 
King. 

No.  VI. 

Dozuniug  -JiYeety  Augujl  1/?,  1803. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  your  Royal  Highnefs,  I  laid 
before  his  Majefty  the  letter,  da¬ 
ted  the  26th  of  July,  with  which 
your  Royal  Highnefs  has  honoured 
me  ;  and  I  have  it  in  command 
from  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  your 
Royal  Highnefs,  that,  i(  the  King 
had  referred  Mr.  Addington  to  the 
orders  he  had  before  given  him, 
with  the  addition,  that,  the  King’s 
opinion  being  fixed,  he  defired  that 
po  further  mention  fhould  be  made 
to  him  upon  the  fubjed.’’ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  every  fentiment  of  refpebt 

and  deference.  Sir,  your  Royal 

Highnefs’s  moft  humble,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  Addington. 

No.  VII. 

(Copy) — Letter  to  the  King. 
Sir, 

A  correfpondence  has  taken  place 
between  Mr.  Addington  and  my- 
felf,  on  a  fubject  which  deeply  in¬ 
volves  my  honour  and  character  ; 
the  anfwers  which  I  havq  received 


from  that  gentleman,  the  com¬ 
munication  which  he  has  made  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  leave  me 
no  hope,  but  in  an  appeal  to  the 
jtiftice  of  your  Majefty.  I  make 
that  appeal  with  confidence,  beeaufe 
I  feel  that  you  are  my  natural  ad¬ 
vocate,  and  with  the  fanguine  hope, 
that  the  ears  ol  an  affectionate  Fa¬ 
ther  may  ftill  be  opened  to  the  fup._ 
plications  of  a  dutiful  Son. 

I  alk  to  be  allowed  to  difplay 
the  beft  energies  of  my  character 
to  fned  the  laft  drop  of  my  blood 
in  fupport  of  your  Majefty’s  Per- 
fon.  Crown  and  Dignity  ;  for  this 
is  not  a  war  for  empire,  glory,  or 
dominion,  but  for  exiftcncc.  In 
this  conteft,  the  loweft  and  hura- 
bleft  of  your  Majefty’s  fifty  edits 
have  been  called  on  :  It  would 
therefore  little  become  me,  who 
am  the  firft,  and  who  ftand  at  the 
very  footitool  of  the  Throne,  to 
remain  a  tame,  an  idle,  a  lifelefs 
fpeclator  ol  the  rnifchiefs  which, 
threaten  us,  uncenfcious  of  the 
dangers  which  furround,  and  indif¬ 
ferent  to  the  confequences  which 
may  follow.  Hanover  is  loft ; 
England  is  menaced  with  invafion; 
Ireland  is  in  rebellion ;  Europe 
is  at  the  foot  of  France  :  At  fuch 
a  moment,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
yielding  to  none  of  your  fervants 
in  zeal  and  alfedlion,  to  none  of 
your  fubjedts  in  duty,  to  none  of 
your  children  in  tendcrnefs  and 
affedlion,  prefumes  to  approach  you, 
and  again  to  repeat  thofe  offers 
which  he  already  made  through 
your  majefty’s  Mimfters.  A  feel¬ 
ing  of  lioneft  ambition,  a  fenfe  of 
what  I  owe  to  myfeif  and  to  my 
family,  and  above  all,  the  fear  of 
finking  in  the  eftimation  of  that 
gallant  army,  which  may  be  the 
fupport  of  your  Crown,  and  my 
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beft  hope  hereafter,  command  me 
to  perfevere,  and  to  allure  your 
Majefty  with  all  humility  and  ref- 
peft,  that,  confcious  of  the  jultice 
of  my  claim,  no  human  power  can 
ever  induce  me  to  relinquifh  it. 

Allow  me  to  fay,  Sir,  that  I  am 
bound  to  adopt  this  line  of  conduct 
by  every  motive  dear  to  me  as  a 
Man,  and  facred  to  me  as  a  Prince. 
Ought  I  not  to  come  forward  in 
a  moment  of  unexampled  difficulty 
and  danger  ?  Ought  I  not  to  fhare 
in  the  glory  and  vi&ory,  when  I 
have  every  thing  to  lofe  by  defeat  ? 
The  higheft  places  in  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  fervice  are  filled  by  the 
younger  branches  of  the  Royal 
Family  ;  to  me  alone  no  place  is 
affigned ;  I  am  not  thought  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  even  the  Junior  Major 
General  of  your  army.  If  I  could 
fubmit  in  filent  fubmiffion  to  fuch 
indignities,  I  fhould  indeed  defer ve 
fuch  treatment,  and  prove  to  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  your  enemies  and  my 
©wn,  that  I  am  entirely  incapable 
of  thofe  exertions  which  my  birth, 
and  the  circumftances  of  the  times, 
peculiarly  call  for.  Standing  fo 
near  the  Throne,  when  I  am  de- 
bafed,  the  caufe  of  Royalty  is 
wounded.  I  cannot  fink  in  the 
public  opinion,  without  the  parti¬ 
cipation  of  your  Majefty  in  my 
degradation ;  therefore  every  mo¬ 
tive  of  private  feeling  and  of  pub¬ 
lic  duty  induce  me  to  implore  your 
Majefty  to  review  your  deeifion, 
and  to  place  me  in  that  fituation, 
which  my  birth,  the  duties  of  my 
ftation,  the  example  of  my  prede- 
ceffors,  and  the  expe&ations  of 
the  People  of  England  entitle  me 
to  claim. 

Should  I  be  difappointed  in  the 
hope  which  I  have  formed ;  fhould 
tills  laft  appeal  to  the  juftice  of  my 


Sovereign  ;  and  the  aiTetffion  of  my 
Father,  fail  of  fuccefs,  I  fhall  la¬ 
ment  in  filent  fubmiiTion,  his  de¬ 
termination  ;  but  Europe,  the 
world  and  pofterity,  muft  judge 
between  us. 

I  have  done  my  duty  ;  my  con- 
fcience  acquits  me  ;  my  reafon  t?ells 
me  that  I  was  perfectly  juftifted 
in  the  reqneft  which  I  have  made, 
becaufe  no  reafonable  arguments 
have  ever  been  adduced  in  anfwer 
to  my  pretenfions ;  the  precedents 
in  our  hiftory  are  in  my  favour  i 
but  if  they  are  not,  the  times  in 
which  we  live,  and  efpecially  the 
exigencies  of  the  prefent  moment, 
require  us  to  become  an  example 
to  our  pofterity. 

No  other  caufe  of  refufal  has, 
or  can  be  affigned,  except  that  it 
was  rhe  will  of  your  Majefty  ;  to 
that  will  and  pieafure  I  bow  with 
every  degree  of  humility  and  re- 
fignarion  ;  but  I  can  never  ctafe  to 
complain  of  the  feverity  which  has 
been  exercifed  againft  me,  and  the 
isjuftice  which  I  have  fuffered,  till 
I  ceafe  to  exift. 

I  have  tne  honour  to  fubfcribe 
myfelf,  wuh  all  poffible  devotion, 
Your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and 
affectionate  Son,  and  Subject, 

(Signed)  \  G.  P- 

Brighthelmfione y  Augujl  6th y  18033 

No.  VIII, 

(Copy.)  — Letter  from  the  King. 

My  dear  Son, 

Though  I  applaud  your  zeal 
and  fpirit,  of  which,  I  truft,  no 
one  can  fuppofe  any  of  my  family 
wanting,  yet  confidering  the  re¬ 
peated  declarations  I  have  made  of 
my  determination  on  your  former 
applications  to  the  fame  purpofe, 

I  had 
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I  had  flattered  myfelf  to  have 
heard  no  farther  on  the  fubjeft. 

Should  the  implacable  Enemy 
fo  far  fucceed  as  to  land,  you  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  fhowing 
your  zeal  at  the  head  of  your  re¬ 
giment  ;  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  Hand  forward  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  and  I  fliall  cer¬ 
tainly  think  it  mine  to  fet  an  ex¬ 
ample,  in  defence  of  every  thing 
that  is  dear  to  me,  and  to  my 
People. 

I  ever  remain,  my  dear  Son, 
Your  moft  aiteftionate  Father, 
(Signed)  Gb®rge  pC 
Windjori  Auguji,  7 th ,  1803. 

No.  IX. 

(Copy.)— Letter  to  the  King. 

B righthelmjione  y  Auguji  l$dy  1803. 
Sir, 

I  have  delayed  thus  long  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  letter  whichyour  Majef- 
ty  did  me  the  honour  to  write,  from 
a  with  to  refer  to  a  former  corref- 
pondence  which  took  place  be¬ 
tween  us  in  the  year  1798.  Thofe 
letters  were  miflaid,  and  fome 
days  elapfed  before  I  could  dif- 
cover  them.  They  have  fince 
been  found.  Allow  me  then,  Sir, 
to  recal  to  your  recollection  the 
expreffions  you  were  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  ufe,  and  which  I  once 
before  took  the  liberty  of  reminding 
you  of,  when  I  folicited  foreign 
fervice,  upon  my  firft  coming  into 
the  army.''  They  were.  Sir,  that 
your  Majefty  did  not  then  fee  the 
opportunity  for  it,  but  if  any  thing 
was  to  arife  at  home,  I  ought  to 
be  (<  firft  and  foremoft.5’  There 
cannot  be  a  ftronger  expreflion  in 
the  Englifli  language,  or  one  more 
cqnfon^nt  to  the  feelings  which 


animate  my  heart.  In  this  I  agree 
moft  perfeftly  with  your  Majefty, 
I  ought  to  be  the  firft  and fore  m  fit. 
It  is  the  place  which  my  birth 
afligns  me,  which  Europe,  which 
the  Englifh  nation  expeft  me  to 
fill ;  and  which  the  former  affix- 
ranees  of  your  Majefty  might 
naturally  have  led  me  to  hope 
I  fhould  occupy.  After  fuch  a 
declaration.  1  could  hardly  ex¬ 
pert  to  be  told  that  my  place  was 
at  the  h^ad  of  a  Regiment  of  Dra¬ 
goons. 

I  under  ft  and  from  your  Ma¬ 
jefty,  that  it  is  your  intention, 
Sir,  in  purfuance  of  that  noble 
example  which  you  have  (howa 
during  the  courfe  of  your  reign, 
to  place  yourfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  People  of  England.  My  next 
brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  com¬ 
mands  the  Army ;  the  younger 
branches  of  my  Family  arc  either 
Generals,  or  Lieutenant  Generals, 
and  I,  who  am  Prince  of  Wales, 
am  to  remain  Colonel  of  Dragoons*. 
There  is  fomething  fo  humiliating 
in  the  contraft,  that  thofe  who  are 
at  a  diftance,  would  either  doubt 
the  reality,  or  fuppofe  that  to  be 
my  fault,  which  is  only  my  mif- 
fortune. 

Who  could  imagine,  that  I,  whe 
am  the  oldeft  Colonel  in  the  fer¬ 
vice,  had  alkcd  for  the  rank  of  a 
General  Officer  in  the  Army  of 
the  King  my  Father,  and  that  it 
had  been  refufed  me  ? 

I  am  forry,  much  more  than 
forty  to  be  obliged  to  break  in 
upon  your  leifurc,  and  to  trefpafs 
thus,  a  feeond  time,  on  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  your  Majefty  ;  but  I  have, 
Sir,  an  intereft  in  my  cha rafter, 
more  valuable  to  me  than  the 
Throne,  and  dearer,  far  dearer  to 
me  than  Life.  I  am  called  upon 

by 
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by  that  intereft,  to  perfevere,  and 
I  pledge  myfelf  never  tq  deftft,  till 
I  receive  that  fatisfadion  which 
the  juftice  of  my  claim  leads  me  to 
expert. 

In  thefe  unhappy  times,  the 
world,  Sir,  examines  the  Gonduft 
of  Princes  with  a  jealous,  a  feruti- 
nizing,  a  malignant  eye.  No  man 
is  more  aware  than  I  am  of  the 
exigence  of  fuch  a  difpofition,  and 
no  man  is,  therefore,  more  deter¬ 
mined  to  place  himfelf  above  all 
fufpicion. 

In  deftring  to  be  placed  in  a 
forward  fituation,  I  have  per¬ 
formed  one  duty  to  the  People  of 
England ;  I  muft  now  perform 
another,  and  humbly  fupplicate 
your  Majefty  to  aftign  thofe  reafons 
which  have  induced  your  Majefty 
to  refufe  a  requeft,  which  appears 
to  me,  and  to  the  world,  fo  rea- 

J  J  't 

fonable,  and  fo  rational, 

I  muft  again  repeat  my  concern, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  continue  a 
correfpondence,  which  I  fear,  is  not 
fo  grateful  to  your  Majefty  as  I 
could  wi(h.  I  have  examined  my 
own  heart ;  I  am  convinced  of  the 
juftice  of  ray  cafe,  of  the  purity  of 
my  motives :  Reafon  and  Honour 
forbid  me  to  yield  ;  where  no  rea¬ 
fon  is  alleged,  I  am  juftified  in  the 
conclufion  that  none  can  be  given. 

In  this  candid  expofition  of  the 
feelings  which  have  agitated,  and 
deprefled  my  wounded  mind.  I 
hope  no  expreffion  has  efcaped  me, 
which  can  be  conftrued  to  mean 
the  flighteft  difrefped  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefty.  I  moft  folemnly  difavow 
any  fuch  intention ;  but  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  times,  the  danger 
of  invafion,  the  appeal  which  has 
been  made  to  all  your  fubjeds, 
oblige  me  to  recoiled  what  I  owe 


to  my  own  honour,  and  to  my 
own  charader,  and  to  ftate  to 
your  Majefty,  with  plainnefs, 
truth,  and  candour,  but  with  the 
fubmiffion  of  a  Subjed,  and  the 
dnty  of  an  affedionate  Son,  the  in¬ 
juries  under  which  I  labour,  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  your  Majefty 
alone  at  one  moment  to  redrefs. 

It  is  with  the  fentiments  of  the 
profoundeft  veneration,  and  ref- 
ped,  that  I  have  the  honour  to 
fubferibe  myfelf. 

Your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful,  and 
moft  affedionate  Son  and  Subjed, 
(Signed)  G.  P. 

Suhfequent.  Correfpondence ,  between 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  his  Royal  High* 
nefs  the  Duke  of  Yorr. 

No.  I. 

Brighton ,  Oltob^r  ldy  1803® 

My  dear  Brother, 

By  the  laft  night’s  Gazette, 
which  I  have  this  moment  received^ 
I  perceive  that  an  extenftve  pro¬ 
motion  has  taken  place  in  the 
Army,  wherein  my  pretenfions 
are  not  noticed  ;  a  circumftance 
which,  whatever  may  have  hap¬ 
pened  on  other  oceafions,  it  is  im- 
poftible  for  me  to  pafs.by,  at  this 
momentous  crifis,  without  obfer- 
vation. 

My  {landing  in  the  Army,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  moft  ordinary  rou¬ 
tine  of  promotion,  had  it  been 
followed  up,  would  have  placed  me 
either  at  the  bottom  of  the  lift  of 
Generals,  or  the  head  of  the  lift  of 
Lieutenant  Generals.  When  the 
younger  branches  of  my  Family 
are  promoted  to  the  higheft  mili¬ 
tary  fituations,  my  birth,  accord*. 
-  .  v 
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£ng  to  the  diftinftions  ufually  con¬ 
ferred  on  it,  fhould  have  placed 
me  hril  on  that  lift. 

I  hope  you  know  me  too  well 
to  imagine,  that  idle,  inactive 
rank  is  in  my  view  ;  much  lefs  in 
the  direction,  and  patronage  of  the 
military  departments,  an  objeft 
which  fuits  my  place  in  the  State 
or  my  inclinations ;  but  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  danger  of  the 
Country  is  thought  by  Government 
fo  urging  as  to  call  forth  the  ener¬ 
gy  of  every  arm  in  its  defence, 
I  cannot  but  feel  myfelf  degraded, 
both  as  a  Prince  and  a  Soldier,  if 
I  am  not  allowed  to  take  a  for¬ 
ward  and  diftinguifhed  part  in  the 
defence  of  that  Empire  and  Crown, 
of  the  glory,  profperity,  and  even 
exiftence  of  that  People,  in  all 
which  mine  is  the  greateft:  Hake. 

To  be  told,  I  may  difplay  this 
zeal,  folely  and  limply  at  the  head 
of  my  regiment,  is  a  degrading- 
mockery. 

If  that  be  the  only  fituation 
allotted  me,  I  (hall  certainly  do 
my  duty  as  others  will.  But  the 
considerations,  to  which  I  have  al¬ 
ready  alluded,  entitle  me  to  ex¬ 
pect,  and  bind  me  in  every  way, 
to  require  a  fituation  more  corref- 
pondent  to  the  dignity  of  my  own 
character,  and  to  the  public  ex¬ 
pectations. 

It  is  for  the  fake  of  tendering 
my  fervices  in  a  way  more  formal 
and  official  than  I  have  before  pur- 
fued,  that  I  addrefs  this  to  you, 
my  dear  Brother,  as  the  Comman¬ 
der  in  Chief,  by  whole  councils 
the  Conftitution  prefumes  that 
the  military  department  is  admi- 
niftered. 

If  rhofe  who  have  the  honour 
to  advife  his  Majefty  on  this  oc- 
calion,  (hall  deem  ray  pretenlion, 


among  thofe  of  all  the  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily,  to  be  the  only  one  fit  to  be 
rej edited  and  difdained,  I  may  at 
leaft  hope,  as  a  debt  of  juft  ice  and 
honour,  to  have  it  explained,  that 
I  am  laid  by,  in  virtue  of  that 
judgment,  and  not  in  confequence 
of  any  omiffien  or  want  of  energy 
on  my  part. 

I  have,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed.)  G.  P.  W» 
His  Royal  Hrghnefs  the  Duke  of 
Y  orkj  &c9 

I 

No.  II. 

Horfe  Guards ,  O dicker  6thf  1803. 

Deareft  Brother, 

Nothing  but  an  extraordinary 
prefs  of  bulinefs  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  me  from  acknowledging 
fooner  your  letter  of  the  2d  inftant, 
which  I  received,  while  at  Oat-, 
lands,  on  Monday  evening. 

I  truft  that  you  are  too  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  my  affection  for  you, 
which  has  exifted  fince  our  molt 
tender  years,  not  to  be  allured  of 
the  fatisfaftion  I  ever  have  felt, 
and  ever  mtift  feel,  in  forwarding, 
when  in  my  power,  every  defire 
or  objeft  of  your's,  and  therefore 
will  believe  how  much  I  mull 
regret  the  impofiibility  there  is, 
upon  the  prefent  occafton,  of  my 
executing  yourwilhes  of  laying  the 
reprefentation  contained  in  your 
letter  before  his  Majefty.  Suffer 
me,  my  dear  Brother,  as  the  only 
anfwer  that  I  can  properly  give 
you,  to  recal  to  your  memory  what 
palled  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  foon 
after  his  Majefty  was  gracioufty 
pleafed  to  place  me  at  the  head  o£ 
the  army,  and  1  have  no  doubt 
that,  with  yourufual  candour,  you 
will  yourfelf  fee  the  abfoluta 
neceffity  of  my  declining  it. 
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In  the  year  1795,  upon  a  gene- 
lal  promotion  taking  place,  at  your 
inftance,  I  delivered  a  letter  from 
you  to  his  Majefty,  urging  your  pre¬ 
tentions  to  promotion  in  the  army, 
to  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  anfwer,  that  before  he  had  ap. 
pointed  you  to  the  command  of 
the  10th  Light  Dragoons,  he  had 
caufed  it  to  be  fully  explained  to 
you,  what  his  fentiments  were 
with  refped  to  a  Prince  of  Wales 
entering  into  the  army,  and  the 
public  grounds  upon  which  he 
never  could  admit  of  your  confi- 
dering  it  as  a  profeffion,  or  of  your 
being  promoted  in  the  fervice ; 
and  his  Majefty,  at  the  fame  time, 
added  his  pohtive  command  and 
injundions  to  me  never  to  men¬ 
tion  this  fubjed  again  to  him, 
and  to  decline  being  the  bearer 
of  any  application  of  the  fame 
nature,  (hould  it  be  propofed  to 
me ;  which  meffage  I  was  of 
eourfe  under  the  neceffity  of  de¬ 
livering  to  you,  and  have  con- 
Hantly  made  it  the  rule  of  my  con- 
dud  ever  fince ;  and,  indeed,  I 
have  ever  confidered  it  as  one  of 
the  greateft  proofs  of  affection 
and  confederation  towards  me,  on 
the  part  of  his  Majefty,  that  he 
never  allowed  me  to  become  a 
party  in  this  bu finds. 

Having  thus  hated  to  you  fairly 
-and  candidly  what  has  palled,  I 
mull  trult  you  will  fee  that  there 
can  be  no  grounds  for  the  appre- 
heniion  exprefied  in  the  latter 
part  of  your  letter,  that  any  ilur 
•can  attach  to  your  character  as  an 
Officer,  particularly  as  X  recoiled; 
your  mentioning  to  me  yoirfeif, 
on  the  day  in  which  you  received 
the  notification  of  your  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  10th  Light  Dragoons, 
the  explanation  and  condition  at- 


taclied  to  it  by  his  Majefty;  and 
therefore,  furely,  you  mull  be  fa* 
tisfied  that  your  not  being  ad¬ 
vanced  in  military  rank  proceeds 
entirely  from  his  Majefty’s*  fen¬ 
timents  refpeding  the  high  rank 
you  hold  in  the  ftate,  and  not 
from  any  impreftion  unfavourable 

to  vou. 

*■  . 

Believe  me  ever,  with  the 
greateft  truth. 

Dear  Brother, 

Your  moft  afredionate  Brother, 

(Signed.)  Frederick* 

Prince  cf  Wales, 

No.  III. 

Brighton ,  October  gth,  i8oj« 

My  Dear  Brother, 

I  have  taken  two  days  to  con. 
fider  the  contents  of  your  letter 
of  the  6th  inft.  in  order  to  be  as 
accurate  as  poffible  in  my  anfwer, 
which  muft  account  to  you  for  its 
being  longer,  perhaps,  than  I  in¬ 
tended,  or  I  could  have  wifhed. 

I  confide  entirely  in  theperfonal 
kindnefs  and  affedion  expreiTed  in 
your  letter,  and  am,  for  that  rea- 
fon,  the  more  unwilling  to  trouble 
you  again  on  a  painful  fubjed,  in 
which  you  are  not  free  to  ad  as 
your  inclination,  I  Am  fure,  would 
lead  you  ;  but  as  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  every  part  of  this 
tranfadion  may  be  publicly  can- 
vailed  hereafter,  it  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  my  honour,  without 
which  I  can  have  no  happinefs, 
that  my  condud  in  it  mall  be  fairly 
reprefented  and  corredly  under- 
flood.  When  I  made  a  tender  of 
my  fervices  to  his  Majefty L  ML 
nifters,  it  was  with  a  juft  and  na¬ 
tural  expedation  that  my  offer 
would  have  been  accepted  in  the 
way  in  which  alone  it  could  have 

been 
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been  moft  beneficial  to  my  country, 
or  creditable  to  myfeif ;  or,  if  that 
failed, that  at  leaft  (in  juftice  tome) 
the  reafons  for  a  refufal  would  have 
been  diftin&ly  ftated,  fo  that  the 
Nation  might  be  fatisfied-  that  no¬ 
thing  had  been  omitted  on  my 
part, and  enabled  me  to  judge  of  the 
validity  of  the  reafons  affigned  for 
fuch  refufal.  In  the  firft  inftance, 
I  was  referred  to  his  Majefty’s 
will  and  pleafure,  and  now  I  am 
informed  by  your  letter,  that  be¬ 
fore  Ci  he  had  appointed  me  to  the 
command  of  the  10th  Light  Dra¬ 
goons,  he  had  caufed  it  to  be 
fully  explained  to  me  what  his  fen- 
timents  were  with  refpedl  to  a 
Prince  of  Wales  entering  into  the 
army.” 

It  is  impoffible,  my  dear  Bro¬ 
ther,  that  I  fhould  know  all  that 
palled  between  the  King  and  you  ; 
but  I  perfectly  recollect  the  ftate- 
ment  you  made  of  the  converfation 
you  had  had  with  his  Majefty,  and 
which  ftritftly  correfponds  with 
that  in  your  letter  now  before  me ; 
but  I  muft,  at  the  fame  time,  rccal 
to  your  memory  my  pofitive  de¬ 
nial,  at  that  time,  of  any  condition 
or  ftipulation  having  been  made 
upon  my  firft  coming  into  the 
army,  and  I  am  in  pofieffian  of  full 
and  complete  documents,  which 
prove  that  no  terms  whatever 
were  then  propofed,  at  lead  to 
me,  whatever  might  have  been 
the  intention  ;  and  the  commu¬ 
nications  which  I  have  found  it 
neceffary  fubfequently  to  make, 
have  ever  difclaimed  the  exigence 
of  fuch  a  compromife  at  any  pe¬ 
riod,  as  nothing  could  be  more 
averfe  to  my  nature,  or  more  re¬ 
mote  from  my  mind. 

As  to  the  converfation  you 

in  1796,  when  the  King 


was  pleafed  to  appoint  me  to  fuc- 
ceed  Sir  William  Pitt,  I  have  not 
the  moft  flight  recolle&ion  of  its 
having  taken  place  berween  us. 
If  your  date  is  right,  my  dear 
Brother,  you  muft  be  miftaken  in 
your  exaA  terms,  or  at  leaft  in. 
the  conclufton  you  draw  from  it ; 
for  in  the  intimacy  and  famili¬ 
arity  of  private  converfation,  it  is 
not  at  all  unlikely  that  I  (hould 
have  remembered  the  communi¬ 
cation  you  made  me  the  year  be¬ 
fore  ;  but  that  I  fhould  have  ac- 
quiefeed  in,  or  referred  to  a  com¬ 
promife  which  I  never  made,  Is 
utterly  impoffible. 

Neither  in  his  Majefty’s  letter 
to  me,  nor  in  the  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Addington,  (of  which 
you  may  not  be  fully  informed) 
is  there  one  word,  or  the  moft 
diftant  ailufion  to  the  condition 
ftated  in  your  letter  ;  and  even  if 
I  had  accepted  the  command  of  a 
regiment  on  fuch  terms,  my  ac~ 
quiefcence  could  only  have  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  ordinary  fituation  of 
the  Country,  and  not  to  a  cafe  fo 
completely  out  of  all  contempla¬ 
tion  at  that  time  as  the  probable 
or  projected  invafion  of  this  King¬ 
dom,  by  a  foreign  force,  fufficient 
to  bring  its  fafety  into  queftion. 
When  the  King  is  pleafed  to  tell 
me,  is  that  fhould  the  enemy  land, 
he  (hall  think  it  his  duty  to  fet 
an  example  in  defence  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,”  that  is,  to  expofe  the4  only 
life  which,  for  the  Public  wel¬ 
fare,  ought  not  to  be  hazarded. 
I  refpeift  and  admire  the  principles 
which  dklate  that  refolution,  and, 
as  my  heart  glows  with  the 
fame  fentiment^,  I  wifh  to  par¬ 
take  in  the  fame  danger,  that  is, 
with  dignity  and  effect.  Where- 
ever  his  Majefty  appears  as  King, 
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fie  a<f!s  and  commands ;  you  are 
Commander  in  Chief ;  others  of 
my  Family  are  high  in  military 
itation;  and  even  by  the  laft  bre¬ 
vet,  a  eonfiderable  number  of  ju¬ 
nior  officers  are  put  over  me.  In 
all  thefe  arrangements  the  Prince 
of  Wales  alone,  whole  interefr  in 
the  event  yields  to  none  but  that 
of  the  King,  is  difregarded,  omit¬ 
ted,  his  fervices  rejected  ;  fo  that, 
in  fafb,  he  has  no  poft  or  Itation 
whatfoever  in  a  conteft  on  which 
the  fate  of  the  Crown  and  the 
Kingdom  may  depend. 

1  do  not,  my  dear  Brother,  won¬ 
der  that  in  the  hurry  of  your 
prefen t  occupations,  thefe  conii- 
derations  fhould  have  been  over¬ 
looked  they  are  now  in  your 
view,  and  I  think,  cannot  fail  to 
make  a  due  imprdfion. 

As  to  the  reft,  with  every  de¬ 
gree  of  efteem  poftibie  for  your 
judgment  of  what  is  due  to  a 
Soldier’s  honour,  I  muft  be  the 
guardian  of  mine  to  the  utrnoft  of 
my  power. 

.1  have,  &c. 

(Signed.)  G.  P. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York, 

No.  IV. 

Horfe  Guards ,  Odiober  1 1 ,  1803. 

My  Dear  Brother, 

I  have  this  moment,  upon  my 
arrival  in  town,  found  your  letter, 
and  lofe  no  time  in  anfwering  that 
part  of  it  which  it  appears  to  rue 
highly  necefiary,  fhould  be  clearly 
underftood. 

Indeed,  my  dear  Brother,  you 
muft  give  me  leave  to  repeat  to 
you,  that,  upon  the  fullelt  con¬ 
federation,  I  perfe&ly  recoiled 
your  having  yourfelf  told  me,  at 


Carlton-houfe,  in  the  year  1 79 
on  the  dav  on  which  you  was  in- 
formed  of  his  Majefty’s  having 
acquiefced  in  your  requeft  of  being; 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
1  oth  regiment  of  Light  Dragoons, 
of  which  Sir  William  Pitt  was 
then  Colonel,  the  meffage  and 
condition  which  was  delivered  to 
you  from  his  Majefty,  and  which 
his  Majefty  repeated  to  me  in  the 
year  1795,  as  mentioned  in  my 
letter  of  Thurfday  laft,  and  I  have 
the  fulleft  reafon  to  know  that 
there  are  others  to  whom,  at  that 
time,  you  mentioned  the  fame  cir- 
cumftance ;  nor  have  I  the  leaf: 
recolledion  of  your  having  denied 
it  to  me,  when  I  delivered  to  you 
the  King’s  anfwer,  as  I  fhould  cer¬ 
tainly  have  felt  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  reeal  to  your  memory  what 
you  had  told  me  yourfelf  in  the 
year  1793. 

No  converfation  whatever  palled 
between  us,  as  you  juftly  remarks 
in  the  year  1796,  when  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt  was  promoted,  to  the 
King's  DragoonGuards,  which  was 
done  in  confequence  of  what  was 
arranged  in  1793,  upon  your  ftrft 
appointment  to  the  10th  Light 
Dragoons :  and  I  conceive  that 
your  mentioning  in  your  letter  my 
having  (bated  a  converfation  to 
have  palled  between  us  in  1798, 
muft  have  arifeii  from  fome  mifap- 
prehenfion,  as  I  do  not  find  that 
year  ever  adverted  to  in  my 
letter.  1 

I  have  thought  it  due  to  us  both* 
my  dear  Brother,  thus  fully  to  re-* 
ply  to  thofe  parts  of  your  letter 
in  which  you  appear  to  have  miffi 
taken  mine;  but,  as  lam  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  correfpond- 
enee  which  has  taken  place  upon 
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this  fubjeft,  I  muft  decline  enter- 
ing  any  further  into  it. 

I  remain  ever,  my  dear  Brother, 
With  the  greateft  truth, 
Your  moft  affectionate  Brother, 
(Signed)  Frederick. 

r 

No.  V. 

Brighton ,  Ottober  \2th>  1S03. 

My  Dear  Brother, 

By  my  replying  to  your  letter 
of  the  6th  inft.  which  contained 
no  fort  of  anfwer  to  mine  of  the 
2d,  we  have  fallen  into  a  very 
frivolous  altercation  upon  a  topic 
which  is  quite  foreign  to  the  pre- 
fent  purpofe.  Indeed,  the  whole 
importance  of  it  lies  in  a  feeming 
contradiction  in  the  ftatement  of 
a  faCt,  which  is  unpleafant  even 
upon  the  idled  occafion. 

I  meant  to  affert,  that  no  pre¬ 
vious  condition  to  forego  all  pre¬ 
tentions  to  ulterior  rank, under  any 
circumftance,  had  been  impofed 
upon  me,  or  even  fubmitted  to  me, 
in  any  fhape  whatfoever,  on  my 
firft  coming  into  the  fervice;  and, 
with  as  much  confidence  as  can  be 
ufed  in  maintaining  a  negative,  I 
repeat  that  affertion. 

When  I  firft  became  acquainted 
with  his  Majefty’s  purpofe  to 
withold  from  me  further  advance¬ 
ment,  it  is  impoffible  to  recoiled ; 
but  that  it  was  fo  early  as  the 
year  1793,  I  do  not  remember, 
and  if  your  expreffions  were  lefs 
pofitive,  I  fhould  add,  or  believe ; 
but  I  certainly  knew  it,  as  you 
well  know,  in  1795,  and  poflibly 
before.  We  were  then  engaged 
in  war;  therefore  I  could  not 
think  of  refigning  my  Regiment, 
if  under  other  circumftances,  I  had 
been  difpofed  to  do  it ;  but  in 
truth,  my  rank  in  the  nation  made 
military  rank  in  ordinary  times  a 
V  OL.  XLIY ,  or  Vol,  II,  New 
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matter  of  little  confequence,  ex¬ 
cept  to  my  own  private  feelings 
This  fentiment  I  conveyed  to  you 
in  my  letter  of  the  2d,  faying  ex- 
prefsly,  that  mere  idle,  inadive 
rank,  was  in  no  fort  my  objed. 

But  upon  the  profped  of  an 
emergency,  where  the  King  was 
to  take  the  field,  and  the  fpirit  of 
every  Briton  was  roufed  to  exer¬ 
tion,  the  place  which  I  occupy  in 
the  Nation,  made  it  indifpenfable 
to  demand  a  poft  correfpondent  to 
to  that  place,  and  to  the  public 
expedation.  This  fentiment,  I 
have  the  happinefs  to  be  affured, 
in  a  letter  on  this  occafion,  made 
a  ftrong  impreffion  upon  the  mind, 
and  commanded  the  refped  and  ad¬ 
miration  of  one  very  high  in  Go¬ 
vernment. 

The  only  purpofe  of  this  letter,, 
my  dear  Brother,  is  to  explain, 
fmce  that  is  neceffary,  that  my 
former  ones  meant  not  to  give  you 
the  trouble  of  interceding  as  my 
ad vocate,for  mere  rank  in  the  army* 
Urging  further  my  other  more 
important  claims  upon  Government 
would  be  vainly  addreffed  to  any 
perfon,  who  can  really  think  that 
a  former  refufai  of  mere  rank,  un¬ 
der  circumftances  fo  widely  dif¬ 
ferent,  or  the  moft  exprefs  waving 
of  fuch  pretenfions,  if  that  had 
been  the  cafe,  furnifhes  the  lighted: 
colour  for  the  anfwer  which  I 
have  received  to  the  tenders  I 
have  now  made  of  my  fervices. 

Your  department,  my  dear  Bro¬ 
ther,  was  meant,  if  I  muft  repeat 
it,  fi m ply  as  a  channel  to  con¬ 
vey  that  tender  to  Government* 
and  to  obtain  either  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  it,  or  an  open  avowal  of 
their  refufai. 

I  am,  See .  See. 

(Signed)  G.  P. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  a 
Series,  *1  N*« 
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No.  VI. 

1  lor  ft?  Guards,  Q  fisher  15,  1803. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  have  received  your  letter  this 
morning,  and  ana  lorry  to  find  that 
you  think  that  I  have  mifeon- 
cicved  the  meaning  of  your  firft 
letter,  the  whole  tenor  of  whi  ch 
the  military  promotion  which  gave 
rife  to  it,  led  me  naturally  to  fup- 
pofe  your  defire  was,  that  I  Ihould 
apply  to  his  Majefty,  in  my  official 
capacity,  to  give  you  military 
rank  to  which  might  be  attached 
the  idea  offubfequent  command. 

That  I  found  myfelf  under  the 
neceffity  of  declining,  in  obedience 
to  his  Ma jelly’s  pointed  orders,  as 
I  explained  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
the  6th  inllant.  But,  from  your 
letter  of  to-day,  I  am  to  under¬ 
hand  that  your  objeCt  is  not  mi¬ 
litary  rank,  but  that  a  poll  fhould 
be  allotted  to  you,  upon  the  pre- 
fent  emergency,  fuitable  to  your 
filiation  in  the  State. 

This  I  conceive  to  be  purely  a 
political  confideration,  and  as  fuch, 
totally  out  of  my  department ;  and 
as  I  have  moft  carefully  avoided, 
at  all  times,  and  under  all  circum- 
itances,  ever  interfering  in  any  po¬ 
litical  points,  I  mud  hope  that 
you  will  not  call  upon  me  to 
deviate  from  the  principles  by 
which  I  have  been  invariably  go¬ 
verned. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Brother, 

Your  moll  affectionate  Brother, 
(Signed)  Frederick, 
Prince  of  Wales. 

No.  YU.  „ 

Carlton  Hoitfe ,  Qfioher  1  .\jh,  180  3. 

My  Dear  brother, 

•At  cannot  but  be  painful'  to  me, 


reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  further 
explanation,  on  a  fubjeCk  which  it 
was  my  earned:  wifh  to  have  clo- 
fed,  and  which  was  of  fo  clear  and 
diilinCfc  a  nature,  as,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  to  have  precluded  the 
poffibility  of  either  doubt  or  mif- 
underftanding. 

Su rel  v  there  mud  be  fome  ftrange 
fatality  to  obfeure  my  language  in 
ftatement,  or  leave  me  fomewhat 
deficient  in  the  powers  of  expla¬ 
nations,  when  it  can  lead  your 
mind,  my  dear  Brother,  to  fuch  a 
palpable  mifcondruClion  (for  far  be 
it  from  me  to  fancy  it  wilful)  of 
my  meaning,  as  to  fuppofe,  for  a 
moment,  that  I  had  unconne&ed 
my  objedt  with  efficient  military 
rank  and  transferred  it  entirely  to 
the  view  of  a  political  j} at  ion,  when 
you  venture  to  tell  me,  t(  my  ob¬ 
ject  is  not  military  rank,  but  that 
a  pod  (hculd  be  allotted  to  me, 
upon  the  prefent  emergency,  Tun¬ 
able  to  my  fituation  in  the  Stated* 
Upon  what  ground  you  can  ha¬ 
zard  fuch  an  affertion,  or  upon 
what  principles  you  can  draw’ 
fuch  an  inference,  I  am  utterly  at 
a  lofs  to  determine ;  for  I  defy 
the  mod  fkilful  Logician,  in  tor¬ 
turing  the  Englifh  language,  to 
apply  with  fairnefs ,  fuch  a  con- 
dr  uTion  to  any  word  or  phrafe  of 
mine  contained  in  any  one  of 
the  letters  I  have  ever  written  on 
this,  to  me,  mod  intereding  fub- 
jeCt. 

I  call  upon  you  to  re- peru fe. 
the  correfpondence.  In  my  letter 
of  the  zd  indant,  I  told  you  un¬ 
equivocally  that  “  I  hope  you  knew 
me  too  well  to  imagine  that  idle , 
inactive ,  rank  was  in  my  view,** 
and  that  fentiment  I  beg  you 
carefully  to  obferve,  I  have  in  no 
icffance  whatever,  for  one  fingle 

moment. 
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moment  reiinquifhed  or  departed 
from. 

Giving,  as  I  did,  all  the  confi- 
derations  of  my  heart  to  the  deli¬ 
cacy  and  difficulties  of  your  fttua- 
tion,  nothing  could  have  been  more 
repugnant  to  my  thoughts,  or  to 
my  difpofition ,  than  to  have  impo¬ 
sed  upon  you,  my  dear  Brother, 
either  in  your  capacity  as  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  or  in  the  near 
relationfhip  which  fubfifts  between 
us,  the  talk,  much  lefs  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  cauling  you  to  rifque 
any  difpleafure  from  his  Majesty, 
by  difobeying  in  any  degree  his 
commands,  although  they  were 
even  to  militate  againft  myfelf. 

But,  with  the  impulfe  of  my 
feelings  towards  you,  and  quickly 
conceiving  what  friendffiip,  an<f 
aftedion  may  be  capable  of,  I  did 
not,  I  own,  think  it  entirely  im- 
impoffible  that  you  might,  con- 
Adering  the  magnitude  and  im¬ 
portance  which  the  objed  carries 
with  it,  have  officially  advanced 
my  wifhes,  as  a  matter  of  proprie¬ 
ty,  to  military  ra?ik  and  fubfequent 
command,  through  his  Ma  jelly’s 
Minifters,  for  that  dired  purpofe  ; 
efpecially  when  the  honour  of  my 
Charader,  and  my  future  Fame  in 
life,  were  fo  deeply  involved  in 
the  confideration  ;  for  I  mull  here 
emphatically  again  repeat,  “  that 
idle  inadti'-ve  rank,  was  never  in  my 
view,  and  that  jnilitary  rank,  with 
its  confequent  command,  nvas  never 
out  of  ltd* 

Peeling  how  ufelefs,  as  well  as 
ungracious,  controverfy  is  upon 
every  Occafion,  and  knowing  how 
fatally  it  operates  on  human  friend- 
fhip,  I  mull  entreat  that  our  cor- 
refpondence,  on  this  fubjed,  Ihali 
eeafe  here  j  for  nothing  could  be 
more  difttetflng  to  tne,  than  to  pro¬ 


long  a  topic,  on  which  it  is  now 
clear  to  me,  my  dear  Brother, 
that  you  and  I  can  hCyer  agree, 

&Q.  &-C, 

(Signed)  G,  P, 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  cfYorki 

No.  VlII. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Honourable 

Henry  Addington. 

Richmond  Park,  October  23d,  18034 

Sir, 

In  confequence  of  feme  intelli¬ 
gence,  which  has  reached  me,  I 
am  impelled,  by  a  fenfe  of  duty  to 
your  Royal  Highnefs,  and  to  the 
Public,  to  exprefs  an  earneft  and 
2nxious  hope,  that  you  may  be  in¬ 
duced  to  pollpone  your  return  to 
Brighton,  until  I  Ihali  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  making  farther 
inquiries,  and  of  Hating  the  re- 
fult  of  them  to  jour  Royal  High® 
nefs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  Be,  with 
the  utmoft  deference  and  refped. 
Sir, 

Your  Royal  Highhefs’s 
Faithful  and  moll  hunible  Servant, 
(Signed)  He  NRf  AdDINGTONq 

The  Prince  of  Wales* 

ix.  V 

Anfivcr * 

Sir, 

By  your  grounding  your  letter 
to  me  upon  intelligence  which  has 
juft  reached  you,  I  apprehend  that 
you  allude  to  information  which 
leads  you  to  exped  fome  iminedi- 
diate  attempt  from  the  enemy. 
My  xvilh  to  accomodate  myfelf  to 
any  thing,  which  you  reprefen  t  as 
material  to  the  public  fervitC, 
would  ol  courfe  make  me  deftrous 
to  comply  yith  your  requeft  •  but 

M  j  '  if 
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1 16  * 

if  there  be  reafon  to  imagine  that 
invafion  will  take  place  dire&ly, 
I  am  bound  by  the  King’s  precife 
order,  and,  by  that  honeit  zeal 
v^hich  is  not  allowed  any  fitter 
fphere  for  its  addon*  to  halten  in- 
fiantly  to  my  Regiment,  if  I  learn 
that  my  cohftru&ioh  of  the  word 
^intelligence”  be'  right,  l  mull 
deem  it  neceflary  to  repair  to 
Brighton  immediately. 

&c.  &c. 

(Signed)  G,  P. 

Carlton  rlouje^  Q Buber  l\th,  1803. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington. 


Correspondence  between  Bo¬ 
naparte  and  the  King  of' 
France. 

j  / 

Publication  ijfued  by  Monjieur ,  Bro¬ 
ther  of  the  King  of  France. 

Monfieur,  brother  of  the  King 
of  France,  has  deemed  it  his  duty 
no  longer  to  remain  filent  refped:- 
ing  an  important  fad,  of  which  too 
vague  -an  idea  has  hitherto  gone 
abroad.  The  variety  of  lights  in 
which  it  has  been  reprefen  ted,  and 
the  falfe  reports  induftrioufly  cir¬ 
culated  by  an  ufurped  Government, 
imperioufly  require  that  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  publick,  but  more  par¬ 
ticularly  that  of  Frenchmen,  fhould 
he  fet  Tight  refpeding  the  real 
(late  of  the  matter. 

Such  are  the  reafons,  which  at 
the  prefent  conjundure,  induce 
Monfieur  to  make  public  certain 
details,  which  particular  circuni- 
ilances  do  not  allow,  however  in- 
terefling  they  may  be?  to  be  enu¬ 
merated  more  at  length  than  as 
follows ; 

On  the  26th  February  of  the 


current  year,  a  perfonage  of  pro¬ 
minent  diftindion,  empowered  by 
high  authority,  waited  on  the 
King  of  France  at  Warfaw  ; 
and  verbally  made  to  his  Majefly, 
in  terms  the  mod  refpedful,  but  at 
the  fame  time  the  mod  urgent,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  him  who  urged 
them,  the  mod  perfuafive  the  ado- 
mfhing  propofal  to  renounce  the 
Throne  of  France,  and  to  require 
the  fame  renunciation  on  the  part  of 
all  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  : — The  Envoy  moreover 
obferved,  that,  as  the  price  of  this 
facrifice,  Bonaparte  would  fe- 
cure  indemnities  to  his  Majefly,' 
and  even  a  fplendid  edablifhment. 
His  Majedy,  ftrongly  animated  by 
that  fentiment  which  the  hand  of 
adverfity  is  never  able  to  obliterate 
from  elevated  fouls,  and  which- 
makes  him  cling  as  tenacioufly 
to  his  rights,  as  lie  does  to  the 
happinefs  of  France,  immediately 
wrote  the  following  anfwer,  which 
he  delivered  on  the  28th  February 
to  the  perfon  w'ho-  was  deputed  to; 
him : 

Anfwer  of  the  King . 

.  “  I  am  far  from  being  inclined 
to  confound  M.  Bonaparte  with 
thofe  who  have  preceded  him.  I 
think  highly  of  his  valour,  and  of 
his  military  talents.  Neither  do> 
I  feel  ungrateful  for  many  acts  of 
his  admin  id  rat  ion  for  whatever  is 
done  for  the  benefit  of  my  people,, 
fhall  always  be  dear  to  my  heart. 
Me  is  deceived,  however,  if  he 
imagines  that  he  can  induce  me  to 
forego  my  claims  ;  for  in  fadt  he 
himfelf  would  confirm  and  edablifh 
them,  could  they  be  called  in  quef- 
tion  by  the  very  fbep  he  has  now 
taken. 

<f  I  cannot  pretend  to  know 

what 
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what  may  be  the  intentions  of  the 
Almighty  refpeding  my  race  and 
myfelf ;  but  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  obligations  impofed  on  me  by 
the  rank  to  which  he  was  pleafed 
I  fhould  be  born.  As  a  Chriftian, 
I  fhall  continue  to  fulfil  thefe  ob¬ 
ligations  to  my  laft  breath.  As 
a  descendant  of  St.  Louis  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  imitate  his  example 
by  refpebting  myfelf— -even  in  cap¬ 
tivity  and  chains.  As  fuccefior 
of  Francis  I.  I  fhall  at  leaft  af- 
pire  to  fay  with  him — We  have 
loft  every  thing  but  our  honour.” 

At  the  bottom  of  this  anfwer 
•*were.  written  thefollowing  words : 

(i  With  the  permiftion  of  the 
"King,  my  uncle,  I  adhere  with 
heart  and  foul  to  the  contents  of 
this  note. 

(Signed)  ((  Louis  Antoine.” 

‘  On  the  2d  March  the  King 
wrote  to  Monfieur,  acquainting 
him  with  what  had  palled,  and  Li¬ 
ft  rafted  him  to  make  .known  the 
fame  to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood 
who  were  in  England,  taking 
charge  taimfelf  to  inform  fuch  of 
them  refpefting  it,  who  do  not  re- 
fide  in  that  country.  On  the  2 2d 
April  Monfieur  called  a  meeting 
of  the  Princes,  who,  with  equal 
alacrity  and  unanimity,  have  figned 
the  following  adhefion  to  the  an¬ 
fwer  of  the  King  on  the  28th  Fe-, 
bruary : 

ADHESION  OF  THE  PRINCES. 

“  We  the  underfigned  Princes, 
the  Brothers,  Nephews,  and  Cou- 
fios  of  his  Majefty  Louis  XVI II. 
King  of  France  and  of  Navarre. 

(i  Thoroughly  imprelTed  with 
the  fame  fentiments  with  which 
our  Sovereign.  Lord  and  King  has 
ihewn  himfelf  to  be  fo  honourably 
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animated  in  his  anfwer  to  the  pro- 
pofals  made  to  him,  of  renouncing 
the  throne  of  France,  and  of  re¬ 
quiring  all  the  Princes  of  his  hoofe 
in  like  manner,  to  renounce  all  the, 
imprefcriptable  claims  -  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  fame  throne,  de¬ 
clare, 

44  That,  as  our  attachment  to 
our  rights,  to  our  duty,  and  to  our 
honour,  can  never  permit  us  to 
forego  our  claims,  we  adhere  with 
heart  and  foul  to  the  anfwer  made 
by  our  King. 

(s  That,  in  imitation  of  his  ex* 
ample,  we  fhall  not  lend  'ourfelves 
in  any  manner  whatever  to  any 
ftep  or  proceeding  that  can  im¬ 
ply  on  our  part,  a  failing  in  what 
we  owe  to  ourfelves,  to  our  ances¬ 
tors,  to  our  defendants. 

((  We  finally  declare,  that  being 
fully  convinced  that  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  French  people  inward¬ 
ly  participate  in  all  the  fentiments 
by  which  we  are  animated,  it  is 
in  the  name  of  our  loyal  country¬ 
men,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  that 
we  renew  upon  our  fword,  and  to 
our  King,  the  folemn  and  facred 
oath,  to  live  and  die  faithful  to 
our  honour,  and  to  our  legitimate 
Sovereign. 

(Signed) 

11  Charles  Philippe  of  France. 

<s  Charles  Ferdinand  of  Artois, 
Duke  of  Berri. 

<(  Louis  Philippe  of  Orleans,  Duke 
ol  Orleans. 

<(  Antoine  Philippe  of  Orleans, 
Duke  of  Montpellier. 

“  Louis  Charles  of  Orleans,  Count 
of  Beaujolis. 

<f  Louis  Jofeph  De  Bourbon, 
Prince  of  Conde. 

(i  Louis  Henry  Jofeph  De  Bourbon- 
Conde,  Duke  of  Bourbon. 
Wanfted  Houfe^  April  23,  -1803. 

*  1  3  A  DUES  JON 
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ADHESION  OF  THE  DUKE  OF 

•  ENGHEJN, 

i(  Sire, 

<(  The  letter  of  the  2d  March, 
<with  which  your  Majefly  has 
vouehfafed  to  honour  me,  reached 
me  in  due  time.  Your  Majefly 
is  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
blood  which  flows  in  my  veins,  to 
have  entertained  a  moment’s  doubt 
respecting  the  tenor  and  fpirit  of 
the  anfwer  which  your  Majefly 
calls  for*  I  am  a  Frenchman, 
Sire,  and  a  Frenchman  faithful 
to  his  God,  to  his  king,  and  to 
the  oaths  that  are  binding  on  his 
honour :  many  others  may,  per¬ 
haps  one  day  envy  me  this  triple 
advantage.  Will  your  Majefly 
therefore  vouchlafe  to  permit  me 
to  annex  my  fignature  to  that  of 
the  Duke  d’ Angouleme,  adhering 
as  I  do,  with  him  in  heart  and 
foul  to  the  contents  of  the  note  to 
my  fove reign  ?  It  is  in  thefe  in¬ 
variable  fentiments  that  I  remain, 
Sire,  Your  Majefly 51  s  moft  hum¬ 
ble,  mo  ft  obedient,  and  very  faith¬ 
ful  lVbjeCt  and  fervant, 

(Signed) 

Louis  Antoine  Henry  de 
Bourbon.” 

Eitenheim  in  the  Dominions  of  fe  Mar. 

grave  of  Baden ,  March  22,  1 803 

The  adhefipn  of  the  Prince 
de  Conti  has  not  yet  been  re¬ 
ceived^  but  no  doubt  can  be  en¬ 
tertained  about  it. 

Monfleur  has  fince  learned  that 
pn  the  19th  of  March,  the  fame 
Envoy  puTuant  to  the  orders 
which  he  had  received?  waited 
again  upon  the  King  !  There  was 
no  longer  any  queftion  about  the 
fubflarice  of  jm  Majefly ’s  anfwer, 
but  f bmc  alterations  \yere  intimated 
8 


refpe&ing  the  terms  in  which 
the  form  of  the  anfwer  fnoujd  be 
couched  ;  apprehenflons  feemed  tq 
be  felt,  left  it  Ihould  fo  far  irritate 
the  Ufurper,  as  to  prompt  him  eq 
exert  his  influence  in  order  to  ag^ 
gravate  the  misfortunes  of  the 
King,  His  Majefly,  however 
obferved,  that  he  Jhould  make  no  al¬ 
teration  in  his  anfwer,  which  was  as, 
modejl  as  could  be  expected  ;  asid  that 
Bonaparte  could  not  be  juftified  in  com- 
plaining  of  it  , fince ,  indeed,  if  it  had 
treated  him  as  a  Rebel  and a?i  Ufur , 
pc r,  it  would  have  told  him  wo  more 
than  the  truth ,  Upon  this  certain 
dangers  were  hinted  to  the  King. 

- — What  Danvers?  obferved  the 
King.  Ill -minded  perfons  may  re - 

quire  that  I  withdraw;  from  the  afy- 
lum  that  is  granted  to  me .  -"/  will 
pity  the  Sovereign  w];o  may  deem  him. 
felf  compelled  to  take  fuch  a  part :  and 
I  veil}  withdraw .  No  !  that  is 
not  it.  But  may  it  not  be  appre¬ 
hended  that  M.  Bonaparte  will 
make  it  a  point  with  certain 
powers  to  deprive  the  Comte  de 
Lille  of  the  afliflance  they  now 
afford  him  ?  I  do  not  dread  poverty  a 
Were  it  neceffary,  /  voould  eat  black 
bread  with  my  family  and  my  faithful 
fervants — -  but  do  not  be  alarmed,  I 
Jhall  never  be  reduced  to  that  extre¬ 
mity,  /  have  another  refource  to  roly 
upon ,  which  I  do  not  think  proper  to 
refort  to  as  long  as  /  have  powerful 
friend  s  ;  and  that  is,  to  make  my  ft  na¬ 
tion  bjtown  in  France ,  and  to  f  retch 
out  my  hand  not. —no  never  to  a  Go - 
vernment  of  ufurpaiion ,  but  to  my 
faithful  fnbjeds ;  and ,  rely  upon 
it,  I  Jhall Joou  be  richer  thaji  /  am 

710W. 

The  conference  was,  that  the 
meflenger  was  obliged  to  take 
back  the  King’s  anfwer,  which 
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had  been  returned  to  his  Majefty 
under  an  expectation  that  he  would 
have  made  Tome  alterations  in  it. 


The  Trial  of  Edward  Marcus  Def¬ 
pard ,  Efq.  and  others  for  High 
Treafou, 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1803,  a 
Special  Commiffion  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  iffued  under  the  great 
real  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  in¬ 
quire  of  certain  High  Treafons, 
and  Mifprifons  of  Treafon,  com¬ 
mitted  within  the  County  of  Surry, 
and  a  Special  Commiffion  of  Gaql 
delivery,  as  to  all  perfons  who 
were,  or  fhould  be  in  cuftody  for 
fuch  offences,  on  or  before  the  25  th 
of  March  following. 

On  the  lift  of  January,  the  Special 
Commijfou.  opened  at  the  Trjfnu- 
Ho&fey  at  Newington, 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of 
HI  Is  Majefty’s  Court  of  King’s 
Bench ; 

The  Hon.  Sir  Alexander  Thomfon, 
Knt.  one  of  the  Barons  of  His 
Majefty’s  Court  of  Exchequer  ; 
The  Hon.  Sir  Simon  Le  Blanc, 
Knt.  one  of  the  juftices  of  His 
Majefty’s  Court  of  King’s 
Bench  ; 

And  the  Hon.  Sir  Alan  Chambre, 
Knt, one  of  the  juftices  ofHisMa- 
jelly’s  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

The  Sheriff  delivered  in  the 
Pannel  of  the  Grand  Jury,  which 
was  called  over,  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  gentlemen  were  {worn. 


The  Grand  Jury. 

The  Right  Hon.  George  William 
Evelyn  Leflie,  commonly  called 
Lord  Leflie. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Onflow, 
commonly  called Vifcount  Cran- 
le  v , 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Ruffe!, 
commonly  called  Lord  William 
Ruffel. 

The  Hon.  Chappel  Norton 
Sir  Mark  Parfons,  Bart. 

Sir  Geo.  Glynn,  Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton,  Bart. 

Sir  Robert  Burnett,  Knt. 

Robert  Hankey,  Efq. 

James  Trotter,  Efq. 

Jofeph  Alcock,  Efq. 

John  Pooley,  Kenfmgton,  Efq*, 
Jofeph  Bradney,  Elfj. 

Henry  Thornton,  Efq. 

Henry  Peters,  Efq. 

Thomas  Page,  Efq. 

John  Whitmore,  Efq, 

Thomas  Langley,  Efq. 

William  Borradale,  Efq. 

Thomas  Gaitlkell,  Efq, 

Richard  Wyatt,  Efq. 

John  Webb  Wefton,  Efq. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  as  Prefident 
of  the  Commiffion,  immediately 
addreffed  the  Jury  in  a  Charge 
of  the  moft  eloquent  compofttion. 
On  the  fame  day,  the  Grand 
Jury  returned  a  true  bill  againft 
Edward  Marcus  Defpard,  John 
Wood,  Thomas  Broughton,  John 
Francis,  Thomas  Phillips,  Thomas 
Newman,  Daniel  Tyndall,  John 
Doyle,  James  Sedgwick  Wratten, 
William  Lander,  Arthur  Graham, 
Samuel  Smith,  and  John  M  acna- 
mara,  for  High  Treafon. 

At  the  requeft  of  the  prifonef 
Defpard,  Mr.  Serjeant  Beft  and 
Mr.  Gurney  were  affigned  his 
counfel. 

#I  4 
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The  prifoner  Graham,  Hated  to 
court,  that  himfelf  and  others 
qf  the  prifoners,  having  been  in 
clofe  confinement,  had  not  been 
able  to  retain  counfel  or  folicitor. 

Lord  Ellenborough  informed 
them,  that  when  they  had  fixed 
upon  their  counfel  and  folicitor, 
they  might  be  affigned,  on  appli¬ 
cation  being  made  to  either  of  the 
judges  in  the  comrmiTion,  at  their 
chambers. 

5th  February.  The  prifoners 
being  arraigned,  feverally  pleaded 
not  guilty.  At  the  requeft  of 
John  Wood,  Thomas  Broughton, 
John  Francis,  Thomas  Phillips, 
Thomas  Newman, Daniel  Tyndall, 
John  Doyle, James  SedgwickWrat- 
ten,  William  Lander,  Arthur  Gra¬ 
ham,  Samuel  Smith,  and  John  Mac- 
namara,  Mr.  jekyll  and  Mr. 
Hovel,  were  affigned  their  counfel. 

On  Monday ,  February  Jth,  1803, 
the  Court  met  purfuant  to  adjourn¬ 
ment ,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn - 
in*, 

PRESENT, 

The  Right  Hon.  lord  Ellen- 
borough, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Baron  Thomfon, 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Juliice  Le  Blanc, 
The  Hon.  Mr,  Juftice  Chambre, 

Counfel for  the  Crown , 

Mr.  Attorney  General, 

Mr.  Solicitor  General, 

Mr.  Serjeant  Shepherd, 

Mr.  Plumer, 

Mr.  Garrow, 

Mr.  Common  Serjeant, 

Mr.  Wood, 

Mr.  Fielding, 

Mr.  Abbot. 

Solicitor ,  Jofeph  White,  Efq.  So¬ 
licitor  for  the  Affairs  of  his 
Majefty's  Treafury. 


Counfel  for  Edward  Mar  cm  Defpard , 

Mr.  Searjeant  Bell, 

Mr.  Gurney. 

Solicitor y  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Barnard’s 

Inn. 

The  Jury. 

Grant  Allen, 

William  Dent, 

William  Davidfori, 

Gabriel  Copland, 

William  Coxon, 

John  Farmer, 

John  Collinfon, 

James  Webber, 

Gilbert  Handvfidt, 

John  Hamer, 

Peter  Dubree, 

John  Field, 

The  indictment  charged — [Firf 
Count] — -That  the  prifoners  as 
falfe  Traitors,  See,  on  the  fixteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  Forty, 
third  year  of  His  Majefly's  reign, 
snd  on  divers  other  days,  as  well 
before  as  after,  at  the  parifh  of 
St.  Mary,  Lambeth,  in  the  county 
of  Surry,  malicioufly  and  traitor- 
oufly  with  force  and  arms,  did 
confpircy  cotnpajsy  imagine ,  and  intend  t§ 
bring  and  put  our  faid  Lord  the  King 
to  death , 

Fir  ft  overt  Act —  hat  the  pri¬ 
foners  did  traitoroufiy  confpire, 
combine,  confu.lt,  confent  and  agree, 
and  attempt  and  endeavour  to  fe~ 
duce  divers  foldiers  and  perfons 
ferving  in  the  forces  of  the  King 
by  fea  and  land,  from  their  duty 
and  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  to 
move,  procure,  and  perfuade  the 
fame. and  other  foldiers,  perfons  and 
fubje&s,  to  unite  themfelves  to 
and  join  and  affociate  with,  and 
be  aiding  and  affilling  to  them,  the 
prifoner^  and  divers  other  falfe 

traL 
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traitors  in  a  wicked  and  traitorous 
attempt  to  be  bv  them  made  with 
force  and  arms  to  fubvert  the  go¬ 
vernment  and  conftitution  of  this 
realm,  and  to  depbfe  the  King, 
and  to  attack,  fet  upon,  feize,  im- 
prifon,  kill,  and  defray  the  King. 

Second  overt  Adi. — That  the 
prifoners  did  cogfpire,  combine, 
confulr,  confent  and  agree,  and 
attempt  and  endeavour  to  ad- 
minifter,  and  caufe  to  be  admi- 
niftered  to,  and  to  be  taken  by 
one  William  Francis,  one  John 
Pike,  one  John  Bird,  and  other  of 
the  fubje&s  of  the  King,  divers 
oaths  and  engagements  intended 
by  them  the  prifoners,  to  bind  the 
fame  fubjecds,  taking  the  fame  to 
be  and  become  members  of  and  to 
be  aiding  in  divers  traitorous  af- 
fociations,  combinations,  and  con¬ 
federacies. 

Third  overt  Adi. — That  the 
prifoners  did  obtain  and  procure, 
and  in  their  cuftody  and  poffeffi  on, 
did  have  and  keep  divers  printed 
and  written  cards  and  papers, 
containing  the  form  and  words  of 
divers  oaths  and  engagements,  pur¬ 
porting,  to  bind  the  perfons,  tak¬ 
ing  the  fame  to  be  of  a  certain 
aiTociation,  fociety,  and  confede¬ 
racy,  and  not  to  give  evidence 
againft  any  alfociate  confederate, 
or  other  perfon  belonging  to  the 
fame,  or  any  other  fimilar  fociety, 
with  intent,  and  in  order  to  ad- 
minifler  the  feme  oaths  and  en¬ 
gagements,  and  caufe  the  fame  to 
be  adminiftered  to,  and  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  by  divers  fubjeds  of  the 
King. 

Fourth  overt  Adi. — That  the 
prifoners  did  adminiiter  to  Thomas 
Blades,  1  homas  Windfor,  and  di¬ 
vers  other  fubjefts,  fuch  oath  and 
engagement. 


Fifth  overt  Adi. — That  the  prL 
foners  did  meet,  propofe,  treat, 
confult,  confpire,  confent  and  agree 
by  lying  in  wait,  and  by  attacking 
the  oerfon  of  the  King  to  affalTu 
nate,  kill,  and  murder  the  King. 

Sixth  overt  Adi. — That  the 
prifoners  did  meet,  propofe,  treat, 
confult,  confpire,  confent,  and  agree 
by  themfelves,  and  with  other  falfe 
traitors  with  force  and  arms,  to 
attack  and  feize  upon  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  the  King’s  Tower 
of  London,  and  to  feize  and  take 
poffelfion  of  the  weapons,  arms, 
and  ammunition  therein,  and  iu 
divers  other  magazines  and  places, 
in  and  about  the  neighbourhood  of 
London,  found  and  being  in  order 
by  and  with  the  faid  weapons, 
arms,  and  ammunition  to  arm 
themfelves,  and  other  falfe  traitors, 
and  to  fight  with,  kill  and  deftroy 
the  foldiers,  troops  and  forces  of 
the  King,  and  other  his  liege  and 
faithful  fubjefts,  and  to  raife,  levy, 
and  make  infurreftion,  rebellion, 
and  war  againft  the  King  within 
this  kingdom. 

Seventh  overt  Adi. — That  the 
prifoners  did  meet,  propofe,  treat, 
confult,  confpire,  confent  and  agree, 
to  obtain  procure  and  provide 
weapons,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
and  therewith  to  arm  themfelves 
and  divers  other  falfe  traitors,  the 
better  and  more  effectually  to  fet 
upon,  attack,  affaffinate,  kill,  and 
murder  the  King,  and  all  their 
traitorous  comp  ailing  confpiracies, 
confutations,  and  agreements,  de¬ 
vices,  and  intentions  aforefaid,  to 
accomplifh  and  fulfil. 

Eight  overt  adi.  —  That  the- pri¬ 
foners  did  propofe,  confpire,  con¬ 
fent,  and  agree,  that  divers  of  them 
fhould  on  the  day,  when  the  King 
fhouid  next  go  to  meet  the  par¬ 
liament. 
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ii  ament,  lye  in  wait  for,  and  fet 
upon,  attack,  fhoor,  and  fire  at 
the  perfon  of  our  faid  Lord  the 
K  ing,  and  that  others  of  the  pri- 
foners  and  other  falfe  traitors, 
Ihould  fur  round,  befet,  and  make 
thcmfelves  mailers  of  the  houfe  and 
places  wherein  the  lords  and  com¬ 
mons  were  then  expected  to  meet 
'  in  parliament,  and  Ihould  alfo  at¬ 
tack  and  fieze  upon  the  Bank  and 
the  tower,  and  feize  the  weapons, 
arms,  and  ammunition  therein,  and 
Ihould  hop  and  detain  the  mail 
coaches  and  other  carriages,  ufually 
travelling  from  London,  to  divers 
pans  of  this  kingdom,  and  prevent 
the  fame  from,  letting  out  or  de¬ 
parting  from  London,  as  a  fignal 
and  notice  of  the  fame  attacks 
and  proceedings  to  divers  other 
falfe  traitors,  dwelling  and  being 
in  divers  parts  of  this  kingdom, 
ami  as  an  incitement  and  encou¬ 
ragement  to  them,  to  raife,  levy, 
and  make  infurreCiion,  rebellion, 
ami  war,  and  a  cruel  and  bloody 
ilaughter  of  the  King's  liege  and 
faithful  fubjects. 

Second  Count .  That  the  pri- 
foners  did  malicioufty  and  traitor- 
oufly  confpire,  compafs,  imagine, 
invent,  devife,  and  intend,  im- 
prifomnent  and  reftraint  of  the 
perfon  of  our  faid  lord  the  King, 
and  the  fame  traiterous  comparing 
imagination,  invention,  device, 
and  intention  laft  mentioned,  did 
then  and  there  exprefs,  utter  and 
declare,  by  divers  overt  ads  and 
deeds,  therein  after-mentioned, 
that  is  to  fay, 

The  inditement  then  Hates  the 
feveral  overt  ads,  fimilar  to  thofe 
in  the  firft  count,  and  Hated,  that 
each  of  the  overt  ads  was  for  the 
furptfe  of  ferzing,  taking,  refraining 


King. 

Third  Count.  That  the  pri-- 
foners  maliciouily  and  traitoroufly1 
did  confpire,  compafs,  imagine, 
invent,  devife,  and  intend  to  de¬ 
prive  and  depofe  the  King  from 
the  Hyle,  honour,  and  kingly 
name  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
this  Realm. 

The  indidment  then  Hated  eight 
feveral  overt  aCts,  fimilar  to  thofe 
mentioned  in  the  fir  ft  and  fecond 
counts  of  the  indidment,  concluding 
that  fuch  overt  ads  were  for  the 
pur  pc je  of  depojing  the  King  from  the 
ftyle,  honour.,  and  kingly  name,  of  the 
Imperial  Crown  of  this  Realm . 

The  indidment  having  been 
opened  by  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Attar, 
ney  General  addrefled  the  Jury. 

He  began,  by  enforcing  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  a  patient  attention 
to  his  ftatement,  and  a  due  con¬ 
federation  of  the  evidence.  No 
one  would  deny,  that  if  there  had 
been  a  plot  to  overturn  the  con- 
ftitulion,  and  deftroy  our  Sove¬ 
reign,  the  bafe  confpicator  ihould 
fuller  his  merited  punithment  but 
the  nature  of  the  charge  ihould  not 
operate  to  his  difadvantage  ;  that 
grand  principle  of  our  law  ought 
rather  to  be  confirmed,  u  that 
every  man  ihould.  be  confidered  in¬ 
nocent,  till  he  is  found  guilty/  * 
He  adverted  to  the  nature  of  the 
crime  of  treafon,  and  expreffed  his 
expectation,  that  if  the  charge 
were  fubftantiated,  the  Jury  would 
pronounce  the  prifoner  guilty,  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  hefitation  ;  and  after 
many  remarks  to  ihew  that  there 
was  not  the  leaft  ground  for  fuf- 
peCting  the  profecution  to  have  been 
brought  forward  from  any  party 
motive,  or  prejudice  on  the  fide 
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Government,  be  concluded  with 
obferving,  that  from  the  clearnefs 
of  the  evidence  the  trial  could  not 
be  bang.---He  then  proceeded  to 
(late  the  counts  in  the  indictment. 
After  fully  explaining  the  law  ref- 
pect’ng  treafon  and  confpiracy,  the 
Attorney  General  read  over  the 
names  of  the  perfons  included  in 
the  indictment,  and  obferved,  that 
ten  of  them,  be  (ides  the  prifoner, 
were  apprehended  at  the  Oakley 
Arms  on  the  j6th  November.  It 
appeared,  that  in  the  laft  fpring  a 
detachment  of  guards  returned 
from  Chatham,  and  fhortly  after 
a  confpiracy  was  formed  far  over¬ 
turning  the  Government ;  a  fociety 
was  eftablifhed  for  the  extension 
of  liberty ;  of  which  two  men, 
named  Francis  and  Wood,  were 
very  active  members ;  they  fre¬ 
quently  attempted  to  feduee  fob 
diem  into  the  affociatiqn,  and 
fome  times  wiih  fuecefs.  Frame  is 
adminiftered  unlawful  oaths  to 
to  thofe  that  yielded,  and  among 
others  to  two  named  Blaize  and 
Windfor,  giving  them  two-or  three 
copies  of  the  oath,  that  they  might 
beenabledtomakeprofelytesin  their 
turn.  Windfor  foon after,  becoming 
diffatisfied,  gave  information  of  the 
confpiracy  to  a  Mr.  Bownas,  and 
fhewed  him  a  copy  of  the  oath. 
This  gentleman  advifed  him  to 
continue  a  member  of  the  affoci- 
ation,  !that  he  might  learn  whe¬ 
ther  there  were  any  perfons  of 
confequence  engaged  in  it  :  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar  tendered  this 
oath;  it  was  found  in  the  pofTeftion 
of  Broughton,  Smith,  and  others. 

The  Attorney -General  then 
commented  on  different  paffages 
contained  in  this  oath,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  fhew  that  it  would  only 
beat  a  treafonable  interpretation, 


Proceeding  in  this  ftatement,  he 
obferved,  that  about  the  middle  of 
fummer  they  began  to  think  it 
might  be  dangerous  for  them  al¬ 
ways  to  meet  at  the  fame  place. 
To  avoid  fufpicion,  they  therefore 
went  to  various  public-houfes  :—~ 
in  Windmill-ftreet,  Oxford-ftreet, 
St.  Giles’s,  Hat  ton- garden,  White¬ 
chapel,  in  the  Borough,  about 
the  Tower,  and  to  the  Oakley 
Arms,  in  Lambeth.  To  rfiefb 
meetings  they  invited  foldiers,  and 
treated  them  ;  toafts  were  given  to 
anfwer  the  objects  of  the  alfocia- 
t  on,  fuch  as  “  The  Caufe  of  LA 
herty — Extent! on  of  Rights— The 
Model  of  France,”  &c.  They 
now  increafed  greatly  in  audacity, 
and  were  betrayed  by  their  con¬ 
fidence  into  the  greateft  extrava¬ 
gancies  ;  fome  of  them  propofed  a 
day  for  attacking  the  Tower  ;  and 
the  great  blow  was  to  have  been 
ft  ruck  on  the  l6ih  November,  the 
day  on  which  the  King  full  in¬ 
tended  to  go  to  Parliament.  On 
the  Friday  preceding,  a  meeting 
took  place,  when  Broughton  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  two.  of  the  members 
to  go  to  the  h  lying-hoife,  New¬ 
ington,  where  they  would  meet  a 
nice  man ,  who  proved  to  be  Colo¬ 
nel  Defpard  :  the  mode  in  which 
the  Tower  was  watched  and  guard¬ 
ed  was  inquired  into,  and  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  intercepting  the  King 
were  confidered  :  when  Broughton 
fuggefted  the  idea  of  fhoottng  the 
horfes,  as  the  coach  would  thus 
be  flopped  :  u  but,”  faid  another, 
would  not  the  life-guards  cut  us 
down  ?”  Then  the  prifoner  ex¬ 
claimed,  t{  If  no  one  elfe  will  do 
it,  I  myfelf  will;”  adding,  with 
much  folemnity,  (c  1  have  well 
weighed  the  matter,  and  my  heart 
is  callous,” — The  Attorney  Ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  then  obferved,  that  Go¬ 
vernment  was  well  aware  of  the 
proceedings  of  thefe  people,  but 
would  not  interfere-  while  danger 
was  at  a  diftance ;  however,  when 
the  fchemes  were  nearly  corn- 
pleated,  about  thirty  prifoners 
were  arrefted  at  the  Oakley  Arms, 
and  a  fuffic.ient  body  of  evidence 
collected  to  prove  them  guilty. 
The  confpirators  cor. lifted  of  the 
lowed:  order  of  the  people, 
as  journeymen,  day-labourers, 
and  common  foldiers  ;  with  the 
exception  only  of  the  perfon  at 
the  bar.  Several  were  difeharged  p 
and  Windibr  the  evidence  came 
after  the  arreft,  and  offered  to  de¬ 
liver  himfelf  up,  and  communicate 
all  the  information  in  his  power  : 
on  his  teftimony,  feveral  others 
were  taken  into  cuftody.  Thefe 
were  the  principal  points  in  the 
fpeeeh  of  the  Attorney-General ; 
but  he  continued  for  fome  time 
to  expatiate  on  the  probable  fyf- 
£em  of  defence  for  the  prifoners, 
which  he  concieved  would  be  prin¬ 
cipally  an  attack  on  the  credibility 
of  the  witnefTes ;  he  contended, 
that  an  accomplice  is  competent ; 
obferved,  that  there  could  not  be 
a  doubt  of  the,  guilt  of  fome  of  the 
prifoners ; *  and  that  the  papers 
were  fufficient  to  prove  the  con  [pi¬ 
racy,  independent  of  oral  teftimony. 
He  then  concluded  with  obferving 
to  the  Jury,  that  if  they  permitted 
their  inclination  to  mercy,  to  ex¬ 
ceed  the  limits  of  reafon,  they 
would  do  what  the  prifoner  had  no 
right  to  expedl,  and  what  he,  as 
Attorney-General,  would  folemnly 
proteft  againft  on  the.  part  of  the 
Public.  He  then  proceeded  to 
call  the  witnefTes  for  the  profccu- 
tion8 


The  firft  witnefs  was 
Stafford,  chief  clerk  or  the  Po¬ 
lice-office,  at  Union-hall ;  he 
faid  he  was  in  that  character,  on 
Tuefday,  the  i6th  of  Nevember, 
directed  to  go  to  the  Oakley 
Arms,  in  Oak  ley '-ft  reef,  in  the 
Parifh  of  St.  Mary,  Lambeth  ; 
that  he  went  about  nine  in  the 
evening,  with  John  May  and 
Richard  Bethel  Lloyd,  two  of  the 
officers,  to  whom  a  warrant  was 
directed  ;  that  they  met  the  Bow- 
ftreet  officers,  whom  Sir  Richard 
Ford  had  directed  to  attend  upon 
that'  occafton,  by  the  wall  of  the 
Affylum.  He  proceeded,  44  we 
went  together  to  the  Oakley- arms. 
Lloyd,  with  a  party,  attended 
in  a  room  below  Stairs;  Rivett, 
May,  and  I,  went  •  together  into 
the  Club-room  up  one  pair  of 
, flairs  ;  when  we  went  in  we  found 
about  thirty  persons-  there ;  Tho¬ 
mas  Phillips  told  me  his  name* 
was  Jaokfbn ;  he  afterwards  faid 
it  was  Phillips.  There  were 
William  Lander,  John  Lambert 
Abraham  Bailey,  John  Doyle, 
and  John  Wood.  1  a  feed  Wood 
where  he  lived,  what  bufinefs  he 
was  of,  and  whether  he  was  a 
foldier  ;  he  faid  he  was  not  now 
a  foldier,  he  had  belonged  to~  the 
i dfh' regiment ;  he  faid  he  was  a* 
carpenter,  and  not  a  foldier. 
John  Francis,  Thomas  Newman, 
Daniel  Tyndall,  Edward  Marcus 
Defpard,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas 
Broughton,  John  Emblin,  and 
John  Connell,  were  alfo  there  ; 
Graham  and  Macnamara,  who 
were  named  in  the  indictment, 
were  not  there.  They  appeared 
moftly  to  be  working  men,  fome 
of  them  foldiers.  John  Francis* 
Newman,  and  Wood,  were  fol¬ 
diers  ; 
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dters ;  none  of  them  had  their  re¬ 
gimentals  on  ;  one  had  a  fort  of 
regimental  jacket ;  I  went  to  the 
&  re-place,  and  looked  about ;  I 
defined  them  to  kehp  their  feats;- 
they  were  a  little  alarmed ;  we 
went  in  quick  ;  I  defired  the  offi¬ 
cer  to '  fearch  them;  I  law  May 
find  a  paper  upon  Thomas  Phillips. 
One  ol  the  patrole'  came  up,  and 
laid,  (  here  is' a  man  who  will  not 
he  fearched 1  was  fhewn  to  Def¬ 
pard  as  that  perfon.  Rivett  point¬ 
ed  out  the  prisoner,"  and  fa-id,  i  that' 
is  Colonel  Defpard.’  No  other 
perfon  there  had  the  appearance  of 
a  gentleman  but  him.  Colonel 
Defpard  a  Red  (  what  was  our  au¬ 
thority  ?’  I  told  him  (  we  had  a 
warrant.’  He  aiked  s  to  fee  it.’ 

1  defired  May  to  produce  it.  The 
warrant  was  held  out  to  him, 
where  the  fignatures  of  the  magis¬ 
trates  were  :  it  was  figned  by  Mr. 
Carpenter  Smith,  and  Mr.  Broad- 
ley.  Colonel  Defpard  feemed  ra¬ 
ther  angry;  rather  indignant.  I 
fearched  him  minutely;  1  found 
nothing  upon  him  :  he  had  a  fiik 
umbrella  in  his  hand.  It  is  a  filk - 
umbrella,  with  an  hooked  yellow 
(tick;-  an  umbrella  that  is  alfo  ufed 
as  a  walking-ftick.  I  faw  another 
paper  in  the  hands  of  Samuel  Taun¬ 
ton,  one  of  the  patrole;  I  did  not 
fee  where  it  came  from.  I  did  not 
fee  any  more  found.  I  did  not  fee 
Broughton  fearched.  They,  were 
all  taken  into  cultody.  I  conti¬ 
nued  at  the  public-houfevtill  they 
were  all  fent  away.  I  fent  for 
coaches,  and  fent  officers  along 
with  them  to  places  of  fecurity  for 
the  might.  After  they  were  gone, 

T.  homas  W  indfor,  as  1  fines  find 
him  to  bei  came  there.  I  law  him 
come  in,  d reified  like  a  bricklayer 
or  p) after- r ;  there  appeared  to  be 


fome  lime  about  him.  He  went 
into  the  tap-room,  fat  down,  and 
called  for  a  pint  of  beer,  and  a  pipe 
of  tobacco.  I  had  a  long  eonver- 
fation  with  him.  I  defired  him 
to  attend  at  Union  Hall  the  next 
day;  and,  in  confequence  of  that 
converfation,  I  took  down  his 
name  and  place  of  abode,  which, 
he  faid,  £  was  in  Weymouth  Street, 
Newington  ;  he  faid  he  was  sl 
bricklayer  by  bufinefs,  and  a  foL 
dier  in  the  guards.’  He  attended 
the  next  morning  before  the  ma- 
giftrates  by  my  defire;  he  was  not 
taken  Up;  he  was  examined,  and 
produced  another  paper,  fimilar  to 
thofe  found  at  the  Oakley  Arms ; 
it  is  now  marked  No.  2.  He  faid, 

*  he  knew  the  colonel;  he  knew 
James  Sedgwick  Wratten,  John 
Francis,  and  John  Wood.  Then 
it  was  that  Wood  admitted  he  was 
a  foldier:  John  Francis,  at  the 
fame  time,  admitted  himfelf  to  be 
a  foldier  in  the  guards,  in  Colonel 
Lambert’s  regiment,  having  at  the 
Oakley  Arms,  called  himfelf  a 
(hoe-maker.  He  alfo  knew  Emu 
blin,  he  faid,  and  Samuel  Smith. 
The  prifoners  were  feverally  com¬ 
mitted.  He  thought  theParliament 
met  that  very  day,  the  1 6th  of 
November,  and  the  king  went  to 
the  Ho ufe  the  week  following,  on 
Tuefday,  the  23d  of  November. ”■ 

The  oath  was  then  read,  and 
numbered  1.  :  it  was  in  thefe 
words. 

£f  Confiitution  and  independ¬ 
ence  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
an  equalization  of  civil,  political, 
and  religious  rights  ;  an  ample  pro- 
vifion  tor  the  families  of  the  he¬ 
roes  who  (hall  fall  in  the  conteft ; 
a  liberal  reward  for  diftinguilhed 
merit :  thefe  are  the  objefts  for 
which  we  contend,  and  to  obtain. 

theft 
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thefe  objefts,  we  fwear  to  be  uni¬ 
ted.  In  the  awful  prefence  of  A 1- 
inighty  God,  1,  A.  B.  do  volun¬ 
tarily  declare,  that  I  will  endea¬ 
vour,  to  the  utmofl  of  my  power, 
to  obtain  the  objefts  of  this  union, 
namely,  to  recover  thofe  rights 
which  the  Supreme  Being  has  gi . 
ven  to  all  men  ;  that  neither  hopes, 
fear?,  rewards,  nor  punifhment, 
fhali  ever  induce  us  to  give  any 
information,  direftly  or  indirectly, 
concerning  the  bufinefs,  or  of  any 
member  or\this  fociety,  or  of  any 
fimilar  fociety,  fo  help  me  God.” 

Charles  Baca?/,  one  oi  the  patrole 
belonging  to  the  Public  Office  in 
Bow  Street,  Paid,  <c  Me  was  pre- 
fent,  with  Stafford  and  others,  at 
the  Oakley  Arms ;  he  went  up  in¬ 
to  the  room;  there  were  as  many 
as  thirty  perfons,  or  more;  the 
prifoner  was  there.  His  evidence 
agreed  with  that  of  Stafford,  with 
this  addition,  that  Colonel  Def- 
pard  was  walking  up  and  down  the 
room  ;  he  addreffed  himfeif  to  the 
company  in  the  room,  and  faid, 
‘  he  *uoiJhed  to  kn&w  why  he  was  de¬ 
tained  there?  and  faid,  one  and  all 
follow  ?ned  He  went  towards  the 
door,  and  they  followed  him.  One 
of  the  officers  went  down  out  of 
the  room,  and  defifed  fome  of  the 
patrole  to  comp  up ;  they  came  up 
into  the  room.” 

The  other  copie?  of  the  oath 
numbered  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  were 
read  and  compared  with  number  1, 
and  they  all  agreed. 

John  May,  Samuel  Taunton,  Jo- 
feph  Hannah ,  and  John  Rvvett,  con¬ 
firmed  the  narrative  of  the  appre- 
henfion  of  the  prifoners,  and  fci zure 
of  thsir  papers,  with  fame  flight 
additions. 

Thomas  Windfor  said  C(  I  am  a 
private  fo  Idler  in  the  grenadier 


company  of  the  third  battalion  in 
the  firft  regiment  of  the  guards  ; 
I  know  Colonel  Defpard  ;  I  know 
John  Francis,  who  is  one  of  the 
perfons  indicted.  In  March  I  aft 
1  was  witffimy  regiment  at  Cha¬ 
tham  ;  foon  after  their  return  I 
received  fome  printed  papers  from 
John  Francis  ;  I  delivered  fome  of 
thofe  papers  to  Mr.  Bownas,  of  the 
Transport  Office,  or  the  Agent 
Office.  I  communicated  to  him 
how  I  had  received  thefe  papers  ; 
I  left  one  in  his  poffeffion  ;  I  re. 
ceived  advice  from  him  what  con¬ 
duct  I  fhould  hold  as  to  the  per¬ 
fons  I  received  them  from.  John 
Francis  faid  c  the  objeft  was 
unke  ourfelves  to  overturn  the 
prefcnt  tyrannical  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  to  unite  ourfelves  in  differ¬ 
ent  companies,  and  get  poffeffion 
of  arms.’  John  Francis  applied  to 
Thomas  Blades,  of  the  fame  com¬ 
pany,  and  Blades  was  after  that  at 
a  meeting  held  at  a  public.houfe 
at  St.  Giles’s.  When  Francis 
offered  me  the  printed  card,  which 
was  an  affidavit,  he  bid  me  read  it 
and  kifs  it  1  the  firfl  aft  refpeft- 
ing  the  cards  and  giving  me  fome, 
was  fwearing  me  in  ;  this  is  the 
ufual  mode  of  fwearing  in  foldier? 
to  be  of  this  confpiracy.  If  the 
foldier  to  be  fworn  cannot  read, 
the  perfon  bringing  him  reads  the 
oath  to  him,  if  he  can,  if  not  fome 
other  perfon  reads  it  to  the  foldier 
to  be  fworn,  and  then  he  kiffes  it. 
About  a  week  after  I  was  fworn 
in,  Francis  delivered  me  fome  other 
cards,  (one  of  which  I  delivered  to 
Mr.  Bownas,)  to  diftribute  to 
whom  I  thought  proper ;  he  deli¬ 
vered  them  to  me  as  to  a  perfon 
capable  of  the  command  of  a  com¬ 
pany  ;  one- of  the  cards  was,  I  be¬ 
lie  re,  that  on  which  I  was  fworn. 

Meeting? 
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Meetings  were  held  afterwards  at 

O 

the  Brown  Bear,  in  St.  Giles’s, 
and  at  the  Running  Horfe,  in  St. 
Giles’s  ;  from  fifteen  to  twenty, 
or  twenty-five  perfons  ufed  to 
meet  at  thofe  houfes,  principally 
Irithmen  of  a  low  clafs. — labouring 
men.  Thefe  meetings  were  held 
every  week.  There  was  a  refo- 
lution  come  to  upon  the  motion  of 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Mack,  as  we 
called  him,  but  his  proper  name  is 
Macnamara ;  he  propofed  at  the 
meeting  at  the  Running  Horfe, 
that  we  fhould  change  the  public- 
houfes  of  meeting  as  often  as  pos- 
lible,  in  order  to  avoid  detection  ; 
his  advice  was  adopted,  and  they 
afterwards  met  at  the  Bleeding 
Heart,  in  Charles  Street,  Hatton 
Garden  ;  I  attended  at  that  meet¬ 
ing  ;  John  Francis  was  there; 
Thomas  Broughton  accompanied 
me  to  one  of  thefe  meetings  at  the 
Bleeding  Heart  ;  there  were  about 
twenty-five  perfons  attended  there ; 
the  bufmefs  there  was  to  unite  our- 
felves,  and  to  raife  fubfcriptions  to 
pay  delegates  to  go  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  pay  the  expenfe  of 
printing  thefe  affidavits,  to  over¬ 
turn  the  fyftern  of  government, 
and  to  deftroy  the  Royal  family  ; 
thefe  were  mentioned  in  general  as 
the  objefts  of  our  meetings  :  there 
were  ten  men  in  each  company, 
and  when  they  amounted  to  eleven, 
one  of  the  eleven  irok  the  com¬ 
mand  as  captain  of  the  other  ten, 
ii  he  raifed  the  number  himfelf ; 
the  fociety  divided  itfelf  into  dif¬ 
ferent  divifions,  the  divifions  were 
not  fixed  as  to  any  particular  num¬ 
ber.  There  was  a  divifion  in  tl\e 
Bor oiigh^  one  in  Mary-le-Bone, 
another  divifion  in  Spital  Fields* 
and  a  divifion  from  Jfiackwal),  and 
upwards  towards  the  city',.  The 


older!  captain  of  fifty  was  to  have: 
the  command  of  fifty  ;  he  was 
called  colonel  of  that  fub-divifion. 
John  Francis  and  Macnamara  told 
me  they  fhould  appoint  me  as  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  Borough  divifion  ;  they 
called  themfelves  colonels  under 
the  head  colonel,  or  commander  in 
chief.  The  Spread  Eagle,  in  Mill 
Lane,  is  a  houfe  for  a  meeting  of 
one  of  the  fub-divitions,.  I  know 
James  Sedgwick  Wratten,  who  is 
ind  idled  :  the  perfons  who  com*, 
pofed  the  fociety  in  Mill  Lane,, 
were  chiefly  perfons  difeharged 
from  the  navy,  or  people  ufed  to 
the  great  gun  exercife ;  Wratten 
called  himfelf  colonel ;  the  Hoop 
and  Ram,  in  the  Mint,  in  the  Bo¬ 
rough,  is  the  houfe  where  Wratten 
held  his  divifion,  and  aiTerablei 
his  people.  1  know  the  Oakley 
Arms ;  I  attended  there  on  Brough¬ 
ton’s  summons ;  it  was  on  a  Sun¬ 
day,  about  feven  or  eight  week* 
before  I  gave  my  evidence  ;  there 
were  Arthur  Graham,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Lander  there,  and  to  the 
amount  of  about  half  a  dozers 
more  ;  nothing  particular  was  done 
there  ;  Broughton  and  I  went  to  rt 
man  of  the  name  of  Hutchinfoti, 
on  Lord  Mayor’s  Day ;  we  were 
together  at  the  Oakley  Arms,  anti 
the  fon  of  the  man  went  up  flairs, 
and.  Broughton  was  called  out  to 
the  door  to  me.  The  room  was 
almofi:  full  ;  I.  did  not  go  in ; 
there  were  about  thirty  there  ;  I 
had  been  at  a  meeting  at  the  Wind., 
mill,  in  Windmill  Street,  and 
looked  in  at  this  place  on  my  re¬ 
turn.  Broughton  faid,  on  the  9th 
that  they  had  gathered  fifteen 
findings  and  fixpence,  and  it  was 
to  pay  for  delegates  going  into  the 
country,  and  to  pay  for  fome  tnore 
of  the  affidavits  being  printed  ; 

Broughton 


128* 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


Broughton  produced  fome  of  thefe 
affidavits  ;  I  took  one  ;  I  gave 
him  a  (hilling  for  it  ;  there  were 
about  fix  teen  at  the  Windmill,  in 
Windmill  Street,  and  thirty  at  the 
Oakley  Arms;  the  bufiness  trans¬ 
acted  was  the  fame  as  at  the  other 
meetings — encouraging  people  to 
get  as  many  recruits  as  they  could, 
diking  whether  any  members  would 
take  a  card  and  bring  men,  and 
cards  were  produced  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  furnilhing  thofe  who  were 
difpofed  to  take  them.  John  Mac- 
namara  was  at  the  meeting  in 
Windmill  Street ;  when  the  cards 
were  printed,  they  were  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  in  the  country  by  the  de¬ 
legates,  who  were  appointed  for 
that  purpofe.  Broughton  faid  every 
perfon  mu  ft  pay  a  (hilling  for  his 
affidavit,  and  what  was  more  than 
was  expended  in  printing  was  to 
be  paid  to  the  delegates.  I  was 
at  a  meeting  at  the  Hoop  and  Ram, 
in  the  Mint,  a  fortnight  or  more 
before  the  meeting  on  Lord  Mayor’s 
day.  The  fame  plan  and  the  fame 
objeft  was  purfued  at  all  thefe 
meetings,  there  was  no  difference  ; 
Broughton  was  prefent  there  ; 
Wratten  was  in  the  chair  ;  John 
Wood,  a  foldier  of  the  firft  regi¬ 
ment,  was  there  ;  Magrah,  New¬ 
man,  and  John  Blades  were  pre¬ 
fent,  and  feveral  other  perforis. 
A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bleed¬ 
ing  Heart,  about  fix  weeks  before 
the  meeting  at  the  Hoop  and  Ram, 
in  the  Mint,  that  was  on  a  Sunday 
evening.  There  was  a  meeting 
appointed  at  the  Bell,  in  Tower 
Street  :  I  was  ordered  to  attend ; 
but  it  being  in  the  time  of  the 
evening  fervice  the  landlord  of  the 
Bell  would  not  let  us  in  ;  we  went 
to  the  Canteen,  the  futtling-houfe 
in  the  Tower,  they  call  it  the 


Stone  Kitchen  ;  this  was  on  a  Sun. 
day,  about  three  weeks  or  a  month 
before  Lord  Mayor’s  day ;  there 
might  be  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  met  in  Tower  Street  ;  when 
they  found  they  could  not  get  into 
the  Beil,  in  Tower  Street,  about 
thirteen  or  fourteen  went  to  the 
Tower,  the  reft  difperfed ;  they 
were  planning  that  fome  of  them 
fhould  go  down  to  Woolwich,  to 
the  Warren,  to  try  to  get  fome 
people  belonging  to  the  Warren  to 
unite  with  them.  On  the  12th  of 
November  I  was  at' work  at  No. 
16,  in  Weft  Street,  Weft  Square, 
fetting  up  a  copper ;  Broughton 
called  upon  me  there,  he  faid, 

4  Windfor,  come  with  me  to  the 
Flying  Horfe,  in  Newington,  I 
will  introduce  you  to  good  com¬ 
pany.’  The  Flying  Horfe  was  a 
houfe  I  ufed,  where  I  had  my  re¬ 
gular  beer  from  ;  I  told  him  I 
could  not  negled  my  bufinefs,  that 
I  had  a  wife  and  family  to  main¬ 
tain;  he  faid,  4  Damn  you,  you 
mull  negledt  your  bufinefs,  I  neg- 
left  mine.’  I  went  with  him 
there  ;  I  went  into  the  tap-room  ; 
Broughton  faid,  4  Don’t  ftop  there, 
come  along.’  Then  I  followed 
him  into  the  parlour ;  I  found  a 
gentleman  there  who  called  him- 

O 

fclf  Colonel  Defpard  ;  the  prifoner 
Is  the  perfon.  He  was  then  a 
ftranger  to  me;  Broughton  faid, 

4  That  is  Colonel  Defpard.’  I 
made  my  obeifance  to  the  colonel, 
and  took  my  feat.  Emblin  was 
there  at  the  fame  time,  a  perfon  of 
the  namg  of  Samuel  Smith,  and 
Arthur  Graham.  Broughton  told 
Graham  that  was  Colonel  Defpard. 
Graham  and  Colonel  Defpard  fell 
into  converfation  for  fome  minutes, 
and  then  Emblin  entered  into  con¬ 
verfation  with  Colonel  Defpard. 

I  did 
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I  did  not  hear  the  converfation  ; 
I  faw  Graham  offer  a  piece  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  Colonel  Defpard,  which  he 
refufed  :  then  Graham  laid,  f  You 
fhall  have  fomething  to  drink  then,’ 
and  he  ordered  a  fhillings- worth 
of  brandy  and  water.  I  heard 
Emblin  recommend  to  Defpard, 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  regular 
organization  in  London  :  Defpard 
faid  ‘  No  ;  a  regular  organization 
in  London  was  dangerous,  as  it 
was  under  the  eye  of  government. 
He  faid,  a  regular  organization  in 
the  country  was  neceffary,  and  he 
believed  was  already  general.  He 
faid  the  people  were  every  where 
ripe,  and  anxious  for  the  moment 
of  attack  ;  and  I  believe  this  to 
be  the  moment.  They  are  ripe, 
particularly  in  Leeds,  in  Sheffield, 
in  Birmingham,  and  every  capital 
town  in  England  ;  I  have  walked 
twenty  miles  to-day,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  every  where  ripe  where  I 
have  been.  He  faid,  the  attack 
was  to  be  made  on  the  day  his 
Majefty  fhould  go  to  the  Houfe, 
and  his  Majefty  mull  be;  put  to 
death  ;  that  the  mail  coaches  were 
to  be  flopped  as  a  fignal  to  the 
people  in  the  country,  that  they 
had  revolted  in  town.’  In  the 
the  courfe  of  the  evening  he  after¬ 
wards  faid,  ‘  Windfor,  Wood  has 
mentioned  you  to  me.  Broughton 
frequently  called  me  by  the  name 
of  Windfor  ;  he  told  me  he  had  for¬ 
merly  heard  of  me  from  Wood. 
He  alfo  faid,  I  fhould  be  glad  if 
you  would  meet  me  on  Tower  Hill 
on  Monday  morning,  at  half  paft 
eleven  o’clock,  and  bring  with  you 
four  or  five  intelligent  men,  to 
confult  on  the  beft  method  of  tak¬ 
ing  the  Tower,  and  fecuring  the 
arms.’  I  promifed  to  meet  him 
there.  He  faid  afterwards,  at  the 
Vul.XLV,-  or  Vol.  III.  New 


time  he  was  faying  the  people 
were  ripe,  I  have  weighed  the  mat* 
ter  well ,  and  my  heart  is  callous ; 
this  was  after  he  faid  his  Majefty 
muft  be  put  to  death.  Graham 
paid  for  the  brandy  and  water; 
Emblin  gave  the  girl  that  came 
into  the  room  twopence  or  three¬ 
pence.  On  Monday  the  1 5th  of 
November,  the  wituefs  proceeded, 
I  met  Colonel  Defpard  at  the  Ti¬ 
ger,  on  Tower  Hill  ;  I  took  Win¬ 
terbottom  there  according  to  an 
appointment  made  the  Friday'be- 
fore.  I  was  there  at  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed,  which  was  half  paft  eleven; 
the  colonel  came  about  five  minutes 
before  twelve.  The  colonel  came 
alone;  I  and  Winterbottom  Were 
in  the  tap-room  when  he  came. 
The  colonel  beckoned  me  with  his 
head  to  go  out;  inVonfequence  of 
this  I  did  go  out ;  there  were  four 
or  five  foldiers  in  the  tap-room* 
He  faid,  ‘  Windfor,  do  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  belong  to  us ;  fie  faid,  bid  them 
come  along  with  me,’  1  I  faid, 
only  Winterbottom  belongs  tome; 

I  faid  yes  firft  of  all,  that  they  did 
belong  to  us,  but  in  fad  only  Win¬ 
terbottom  belonged  to  us.  He 
faid,  ‘  bid  them  come  alon^  with 
met*  I  faid,  thefe  is*  but  one  I 
can  depend  upon,  that  is  Winter- 
bottom.  Says  he,  ‘  do  you  take 
one  diredion,  and  I  another/  as! 
you  are  well  known  and  in  your 
regimentals,  and  meet  me  oppofite 
Whitechapel  Church. ’  Winter- 

bottom,  I,  and  the  ocher  foldiers, 
had  our  regimentals  on.  I  return¬ 
ed,  and  went  with  Winterbottom 
oppofite  'Whitechapel  Church  ;  the 
colonel  walked  gently  before  us 
till  we  came  to  Whitechapel 
Church  ;  he  bid  me  go  to  the  op¬ 
pofite  houfe,  pointing  to  a  public- 
houfe,  the  Two  Bells,  aqd  faid  he 
Series.  *K  would 
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.  would  go  and  find  a  man  who  could 
give  him  Tome  information  refpedt- 
sng  Lynch,  who  was  afoldier,  who 
had  been  in  the  third  battalion  of 
the  firfl  regiment,  but  was  then 
difcharged.  I  went  into  the  pub- 
lic-houfe  3  he  afked  me  if  I  had 
money  enough  to  buy  a  draught  of 
porter.  1  remained  half  an  hour 
before  the  colonel  came  3  he  brought 
©ne  Herron,  a  difcharged  foldier  of 
the  firft  regiment  of  guards.  The 
colonel  faid,  (  he  brought  this  man 
with  him,  he  could  not  find  any 
thing  of  Lynch  3  he  believed  Her¬ 
ron  had  feen  Lynch  the  wreek  be¬ 
fore,  and  he  believed  him  to  be 
till  in  the  regiment/  I  was  de- 
itred  by  the'  colonel  to  enquire 
after  him  at  the  Flying  Horfe  on 
the  Friday  evening,  and  the  colo¬ 
nel  faid  I  might  trull  him  with  any 
Jecret  I  had.  He.faid  this  to  me, 
leaving  beckoned  me  out  of  this 
l\pufe  the  fame  as  he  did  at  the  for¬ 
mer  houie.  We  walked  up  and 
4own  Brick  I^ane ;  Winterbottom, 
Kerron,  the  colonel,  and  me. 
While  we  were  walking  there,  the 
colonel  faid,  *  Windfor,  we  are 
deceived  as  to  the  number  of  arms 
in  the  Bank,  there  are  but  fix  hun¬ 
dred,  and  they  have  taken  the 
hammers,  off  to  render  them  ufe- 
iefs,  as  they  mull  have  been  ap¬ 
prized  of  our  intention.  We 
then  went  to  the  Coach  and  Hcrfes 
in  Whitechapel;  Colonel  Defpard, 
W interbottom,  Herron,  and  my- 
feji.  We  had  two  pots  of  porter 
and  fome  bread  and  cheefc  3  a  two¬ 
penny  loaf  and. a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  Gloucefierfhire  cheefe  3  the  co¬ 
lonel  gave  the  boy  money  to  buy 
the  bread  and  cheefe.  The  colo¬ 
nel  faid  to  me,  e  Windfor,  do  you 
know  the  two  foldiers/  There 
were  two  fiddlers  in  tlse'iame  box 


at  the  top  of  the  table.  I  faid  1 
did  by  fight,  but  not  by  name. 
He  faid,  *  I  believe  they  belong  to 
us/  He  faid  afterwards,  1  1  be- 
lieve,  Windfor,  his  Majefiy  muff 
be  put  to  death,  and  the  people 
will  be  at  liberty/  He  did  not 
fay  this  loud  enough  for  the  foldiers 
to  hear  ;  he  fpoke  to  me  privately. 
He  faid,  ‘  he  would  make  the  at¬ 
tack  himfclf  on  the  day  his  Majefiy 
went  to  the  Houfe.  If  he  could 
get  no  affj  fiance  from  this  fide  th# 
water,  he  faid  he  would  do  it  with 
what  forces  he  could  colleH  from 
that  fide  of  the  water,  thereby 
diffinguifhing  it  from  the  Borough 
divifion,  which  was  on  this  fide  of 
the  water/  The  24th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  was  then  underfiood  as  the  day. 
He  made  an  appointment  for  Tuef- 
day  night,  the  next  night,  for  me' 
to  come  with  feven  or  eight  intel¬ 
ligent  men,  to  confult  on  the  beff 
method  of  attacking  the  Tower 
and  fecuving  the  arms  3  we  were 
to  meet  at  the  Oakley  Arms,  Lam¬ 
beth  3  I  told  him  if  he  fhewed  him- 
feii  at  different  meetings,-  people 
would  be  fatisfied  When '  they  faw 
there  was  fuch  a  perfon  as  him  at 
the  head  of  them.  Colonel  Des- 
pard  paid  for  fome  refrelhment  we 
had,  and  then  we  parted.  1  parted* 
with  the  colonel  about  a  quarter 
before  two  3  I  faw  Wratten  and 
Wood  in  the  con  iff  of  that  fame 
day.  Wood  faid,  *  he  would  poll 
.  hinffeif  {entry  over  the  great  gun 
in  the  Bark,  and  load  and  fire  it  at 
his  Majefiy ’s  carriage  as  he  was 
palling  to  the  Iloufe/  I  went  to 
the  Oakley  Arms  to  meet  the  colo¬ 
nel,  according  to  his  appointment  3 
I  arrived  about  half  pall  nine,  or  a 
quarter  before  ten  ;  I  found  they 
were  in  cufiody  when  I  came  there. 
I  faw  Broughton  go  away  whilff  I 

was 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CHRONICLE.  *l3i 


Was.  there ;  I  went  into  the  tap- 
room  and  called  for  fome  porter  ; 
I  faw  Mr.  Stafford,  and  entered 
into  converfation  with  him.  I 
began  the  converfation  with  him, 
and  communicated  to  him  that  I 
Was  acquainted  with  the  tranfa&ion 
that  related  to  that  night’s  bufi- 
nefs.  Stafford  mentioned  an  hour 
for  me  to  be  at  Union  Hall,  a 
quarter  before  eleven  ;  I  kept  my 
appointment.  I  never  faw  Emblin 
till  the  time  I  faw  him  at  the  Fly¬ 
ing  Horfe  ;  I  am  not  certain  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  in  the  room  when  I 
firft  went  in,  or  came  in  after¬ 
wards.”  The  card  being  Ihewn 
him,  he  faid,  “  a  card  fimilar  to 
that  is  what  I  delivered  to  Mr, 
Bownas.” 

Wilftam  Bownas  confirmed  Wind¬ 
sor  in  this  particular. 

W illiam  Campbell ,  Charles  Deany 
and  Jofeph  Walker ,  confirmed  the 
teftimony  of  Windfor,  with  refpeft 
to  what  puffed  at  the  Coach  and 
Horfes  in  Whitechapel. 

Thomas  Blades ,  a  foldier  in  the 
foot  guards,  faid,  “  I  know  John 
Francis  ;  I  had  a  converfation  with 
him  in  the  prefence  of  Windfor 
about  the  beginning  of  June.  He 
told  me  feveral  gentlemen  had 
united  themfelves ;  that  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  had  united  themfelves 
were  determined  to  rifk  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  form  a  free  and  in¬ 
dependent  conftitution ;  for,  he 
faid,  the  prefent  conftitution  was 
much  broken  ;  he  deftred  me  to 
join  them,  and  to  take  an  oath  to 
join  the  fociety.  The  Sunday  fol¬ 
lowing  I  converfed  with  John 
Francis  on  the  fubjeft ;  Windfor 
was  with  me  at  fome  part  of  the 
fecond  converfation.  A  card  was 
(hewn  me  by  John  Francis;  I  read 
it;  I  cannot  tell  the  whole  of  it, 


there  was  f  the  conftitution  of  the 
united  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. *  I  cannot  go  through 
what  was  written  on  the  card  5 
there  was  fomething  at  the  bottom 
of  it  about  fwearing  in  the  prefende 
of  Almighty  God,  to  get  thofe 
rights  we  took  the  oath  to  main¬ 
tain.  I  was  told  by  John  Francis 
to  kifs  the  oath,  and  I  did :  this 
was  the  manner  of  fwearing*  This 
was  after  the  parade  was  over ;  I 
was  fworn  upon  the  parade*  *'After 
that  I  went  to  the  Ham  and  Wind¬ 
mill,  in  Windmill  Street,  at  the 
top  of  the  Haymarket ;  John  Fran¬ 
cis  and  Thomas  Windfor  went  with 
me.  I  was  there  again  the  latter 
end  of  June,  that  evening  the  bal¬ 
loon  went  up  from  Lord’s  Cricket 
Ground  ;  I  was  fetched  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Francis.  John,  Francis  was 
there;  a  man  called  colonel,  as 
William  Francis  told  me,  and  Mac* 
namara  came  foon  after,  and  there 
were  fome  more  there,  but  their 
names  I  do  not  know,  who  formed 
part  of  the  fame  company.  Mac- 
namara  faid,  (  he  came  from  the 
executive  power,  and  exhorted  the 
fociety  to  ftick  together,  and  arm, 
themfelves,  fo  that  they  miglit  be 
able  to  make  head  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment.  Macnamara  faid,  he 
had  full  power  from  the  executive 
government  to  appoint  a  colonel  to 
command  the  firft  regiment  of  the 
national  guards.’  He  appointed 
John  Francis  to  that  command,  and 
authorized  him  to  appoint  three 
more,  and  an  officer  of  artillery. 
John  Francis  appointed  me  as  one 
of  the  three,  and  Connel  another  ; 
and  a  little  man  another;  and  he 
appointed  a  perfon  there  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  of  artillery,  becaufe  he  was 
ufed  to  gunnery :  that  was  the 
perfon  he  fwQre  in  on  the  Sunday, 
Hz 
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when  Windfor  and  I  were  prefent. 
The  little  man  and  John  Francis 
went  out  of  the  room ;  when  they 
returned,  John  Francis  had  a  paper 
in  his  hand,  and  there  was  written 
on  the  top  of  it  4  The  fird  regi¬ 
ment  of  national  guards,  and  an 
appointment  of  colonels  to  com¬ 
mand  the  regiment.'’  One  of  the 
men,  who  was  a  breeches  maker, 
talked  about  commiffions  being 
iffued,  but  Macnamara  faid,  4  the 
iffuing  out  of  commiffions  would 
be  the  figning  of  their  death  war¬ 
rants  ;  that  the  officers  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  their  commiffions  the  night 
before  the  attack  fhould  be  made.* 
The  next  time  1  faw  John  Francis 
was  the  6th  of  September,  in  the 
Tower;  I  was  then’  on  the  main 
guard  at  the  Tower.  On  the 
Monday  following  I  was  at  the 
Bleeding  Heart,  in  Charles  Street, 
Hatton  Garden  ;  I  faw  him  there, 
and  John  Wood,  Tyndall,  W  rat¬ 
ten,  Penderell,  Macnamara,  and 
Winterbottom,  I  believe  were 
there.  I  do  not  recoiled  any 
ethers,  yet  feveral  other  .perfons 
were  there,  I  fuppofe  about  a  dozen 
©r  fourteen.  Wratten  fpoke  up, 
and  faid  to  Penderell,  4  that  he 
had  come  with  Tyndall  from  the 
Borough,  to  know  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  executive,  as  to  when 
the  attack  fhould  take  place.* 
Penderell  faid,  f  the  attack  would 
have  taken  place  before,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  two  or  three  cowards. 
Roach  in  particular,  not  bringing 
up  their  men  ;  but  he  faid  it  fhould 
lofe  nothing  on  his  part,  he  could 
bring  a  thoufand  men  into  the  field 
at  any  time;  he  faid,  if  he  faw 
any  man  fhew  fymptoms  of  cowar¬ 
dice,  he  would  blow  his  brains 
©ut.*  John  Francis,  in  anfwcr  to 
£hat  fairly  4  he  thought  it  would 


be  better  to  make  the  attack  as 
foon  as  poffible,  at  lead  before  the 
den  of  thieves ;  by  which,  he  faid, 
he  meant  the  parliament.  He 
faid,  if  they  difcovered  our  pro¬ 
ceedings,  or  were  any  ways  up  to 
them,  that  they  would  ena<d  fuch 
laws  that  we  fhould  never  be  able  _ 
to  meet  together,  or  to  correfpond 
with  each  other.’  In  anfwer  to 
that,  Penderell  faid,  4  there  was 
no  danger  of  difcovery,  for  that  he 
had  belonged  to  it  a  confiderable 
time,  and  many  perfons  had  been 
taken  up  at  different  times,  but 
had  never  divulged  the  fecret. 
He  faid,  if  any  man  fhould  divulge 
the  fecret,  he  fhould  have  a  dagger 
in  his  bread  dire<flly.*  Wood  « 
faid,  4  in  cafe  he  fhould  not  be 
there  at  the  grand  attack,  he  would 
be  with  a  feleft  party  of  his  own, 
and  which  would  be  of  as  mcch 
importance  as  where  the  grand  at¬ 
tack  fhould  take  place ;  ammuni¬ 
tion  was  ordered  to  be  provided 
for  the  people  by  the  executive.* 
Both  Macnamara  and  Penderell 
ufed  the  term  executive  ;  but  it 
appeared  to  me  as  if  Penderell  was 
one  of  the  executive’  I  met  John 
Francis  one  Sunday  as  I  was  com¬ 
ing  along  High  Street,  in  the  Bo¬ 
rough  ;  he  afked  me  to  go  to  the 
Black  Raven,  in  Tooley  Street ; 
Tyndall,  Wood,  Macnamara,  and 
fix  or  feven  Irifhmen  were  there, 
in  a  flate  of  intoxication  :  there 
were  about  twelve  or  thirteen  in 
all.  We  had  a  converfation  about 
a  form  of  government.  I  was  at 
the  Oakley  Arms  on  Tuefday,  tho 
9th  of  November.  I  was  going 
from  Ead  Smithfield,  where  I 
work,  up  to  Knightfbridge  Bar¬ 
racks,  to  receive  my  pay  ;  going 
along  through  Cannon  Row,  1  met 
Broughton;  he  told  me  there  was 

to 
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to  be  a  meeting  at  the  Oakley 
Arms  that  night,  prior  to  the  at¬ 
tack  being  made  on  the  16th. 
Broughton  faid,  (  that  the  heads  of 
the  people  would  be  there  to  fettle 
it  ;*  and  he  defired  me  to  call  upon 
him  at  the  Oakley  Arms.  I  went 
there;  I  went  firft  into  the  tap- 
room,  and  called  for  a  pint  of 
beer ;  I  went  to  the  bar  and  alked 
for  Broughton ;  the  landlord  called 
his  boy  dire&ly,  and  told  him  to 
go  up  flairs  and  tell  Tom  there  was 
one  wanted  him.  Broughton  came 
down  to  me  and  took  my  pint  of 
beer.  I  went  up  with  Broughton  ; 
he  faid,  ‘  the  colonel  is  here/  as  I 
went  up  iiairs  ;  I  went  into  the 
room;  as  foon  as  I  got  into  the 
room,  a  gentleman  prefented  me 
with  a  fhillings-worth  of  rum  and 
water  to  drink  round  :  this  gen¬ 
tleman  was  Colonel  Defpard. 
Wood  came  and  whifpered  into 
the  gentleman’s  ear  that  gave  me 
the  liquor,  and  faid,  t  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  are  come  upon  bufinefs 
this  night  ought  to  retire  into  one 
end  of  the  room,  and  thofe  that 
are  only  come  to  fhew  their  good¬ 
will,  to  the  other  end  of  the  room. 
Afterwards  it  was  agreed,  that 
thofe  who  came  to  fettle  bufinefs, 
and  who  were  called  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  different  divifions, 
Ihould  have  the  fire ;  and  the 
others,  who  came  to  Ihew  their 
goodwill,  .  fhould  retire  to  the 
other  end  of  the  room,  where  there 
was  no  fire.  Colonel  Defpard  fat 
by  the  fire  by  the  representatives, 
at  a  table,  with  his  right  fide 
againfl  the  fire;  I  did  not  hear 
what  pall  among  thofe  next  the 
fire.  Broughton,  in  the  firll  place, 
faid,  ‘  there  is  the  colonel/  point¬ 
ing  over  to  him  ;  ‘  did  you  ever 
ice  him  before  V  I  faid,  <  no,  I 


had  not/  Says  he,  *  he  is  a  very 
fine  man/  I  afked  Broughton  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  fluent  of  tongue  ?  He 
faid,  (  yes,  h<?  was/  Wood  faid, 
*  the  properefl  place  to  attack  his 
Majefly  would  be  that  place  in  the 
Mall  by  his  private  gate,  between 
that  private  gate  and  Buckingham 
Houfe,  becaufe  there  would  be  no 
horfe  guards  there  when  his  Ma¬ 
jefly  comes  out  of  his  private  gate, 
after  the  levee-day,  to  go  to  Buck¬ 
ingham  Houfe.*  Broughton  faid, 

‘  at  the  fame  time  the  Parliament 
Houfe  mull  be  attacked ;  and  when 
that  bufinefs  was  done,  they  fhould 
hie  away  to  the  Tower  diredlly/ 
I  did  not  flay  till  they  broke  up; 
I  quitted  the  houfe  about  ten 
o’clock,  and  left  all  the  perfons  I 
mentioned  there.’*  Upon  his  crofs 
examination,  he  faid,  “  I  have 
been  a  foldier  nine  years  and  four 
months.  I  have  been  punifhed 
twice.  I  have  been  tried  by  three 
or  four5courts-martial  for  absenting 
myfelf  from  the  regiment.  I  ne¬ 
ver  have  been  charged  with  any 
theft.  I  have  been  charged  with 
beating  a  watchman.  I  was  never' 
brought  to  any  bar.  I  was  never 
charged  with  any  theft  in  my  life, 
nor  brought  before  any  bar.  I’ 
know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Tib¬ 
betts.  I  had  fome  leather  by  me, 
and  fome  of  it  was  loft  ;  he  did 
not  charge  me  with  ftealing  it; 
he  faid,  I  had  made  away  with  it. 
That  was  the  winter  before  we 
w<?nt  to  Holland.  I  never,  on 
any  other  occafion,  had  any  charge 
againft  me ;  and,  with  regard  to 
that  leather,  I  paid  Mr.  Tibbetts 
for  it,  and  he  never  brought  me 
before  any  Juflice  for  it.**  Being 
re-examined,  he  faid,  tc  When  I 
abfented  myfelf  from  the  regiment, 
I  got  off  about  two  hundred  miles ; 
*  K  1  I  was 
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I  was  tried  for  it ;  I  was  forgiven 
by  my  commanding  officer.  I 
have  ferved  ever  fince.  I  have 
been  on  the  Continent  twice ;  and 
have  been  at  Chatham.  I  ferved 
in  the  expedition  to  Holland.  I 
went  to  the  Continent  the  5th  of 
July,  to  the  bell  of  my  recollec¬ 
tion,  in  the  year  1794,  and  joined 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York  at  Antwerp/* 

William  Francis ,  John  Bird,  John 
Tike,  Robert  Tomliufon,  Job  Roberts, 
and  Peter  Bollard,  all  foldiers,  Hated 
the  circumftances  of  their  being 
fworn  into  this  confederacy, and  other 
fa£ts  and  conventions.  One  wit- 
nefs  was  called  by  the  name  of  John 
Connel ,  but  it  appearing  that  his  real 
namewas  Patrick,  Mr.  Serjeant  Bell 
jelled  to  him  as  not  duly  defcribed 
in  the  lift  of  witnelfes  delivered  to 
theprifoner;  and  although  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  he  had  changed  his 
name  at  Colonel  Defpard’s  own 
requeft,  the  Attorney  General  de¬ 
clined  examining  him  as  a  witnefs. 

John  Emblin  fa  id,  *(  I  am  a 
watch-maker  by  bufinefs,  refiding 
at  Vauxhall.  I  was  at  the  Oakley 
Arms  on  the  1 6th  of  November. 
The  ft rft  perfon  that  told  me  of  the 
meetings  there  was  Lander ;  he 
told  me  of  them  about  four  weeks 
before  I  was  apprehended.  He 
alked  me,  *  if  1  heard  any  news  }’ 
I  faid,  (  no/  He  laid,  *  that 
fomething  very  particular  was  on 
the  carpet/  He  alked  me,  f  whe¬ 
ther  I  had  heard  of  any  fociety 
forming  /  I  faid,  ‘  no  ;  I  thought 
they  were  all  done  with/  He 
faid,  (  no  ;  that  a  party  was  form¬ 
ing  flronger  than  had  ever  been 
yet,  and  that  they  looked  up  to 
Colonel  Defpard  as  their  head/ 
X  faw  Broughton  and  Lander  fre¬ 
quently.  The  jirll  meeting  I  had 


with  Broughton  was  after  this  in¬ 
timation  from  Lauder  ;  to  the  bell 
of  my  recollection  it  was  on  a 
Sunday  ;  I  and  Lander  were  talk¬ 
ing  together,  Broughton  came  up; 
I  obje&ed  to  the  plan  for  over¬ 
turning  the  government,  which 
Broughton  called  the  fyftem  of 
man-eaters ;  calling  the  govern¬ 
ment  a  fet  of  man-eaters.  Brough¬ 
ton  frequently  invited  me  to  at¬ 
tend  the  meetings  of  the  fociety  ; 
I  told  him  at  firft  I  could  not  at¬ 
tend  the  meetings  of  the  fociety, 
my  family  called  for  all  my  atten¬ 
tion  :  I  told  him  fo  on  repeated 
applications.  He  produced  to  me 
fome  papers;  they  were  on  about  a 
fixth  part  of  a  (beet  of  paper  ;  he 
faid,  (  they  gave  them  out  for 
them  to  know  their  friends  by,  and 
that  when  the  attack  was  made, 
all  that  were  not  of  their  principles 
would  be  put  to  death/  this  is 
the  language  of  the  paper  I  had. 
I  remember  on  Friday,  the  12th 
of  November,  being  at  the  Queen’s 
Arms,  Vauxhall,  with  John  Hayes 
and  Graham  ;  whilft  he  and  I  were 
together  Broughton  came  in  ;  he 
tapped  Graham  on  the  fnoulder, 
and  afced  him  *  how  he  did  ?’  He 
then  faw  me,  and  came  and  drank 
with  me ;  he  alked  me  (  to  go  to 
the  Flying  Horfe,,  there  would  be 
fuch  a  nice  man  there,  he  was  fure 
I  Ihould  like  his  company/  1 
alked  him  (  who  the  nice  man  he 
talked  of  was  r*  He  faid,  ‘  Colo¬ 
nel  Defpard.  He  faid  the  king 
was  to  be  flopped  when  he  went  to 
the  Parliament  Houfe,  and  the  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  was  to  be  fettled/  I  believe 
Broughton  faid,  ‘  the. Tower  was  to 
be  taken  that  day/  but  I  cannot 
charge  my  memory.  Broughton 
faid,  ‘  he  mull  go,  becaufe  the  co¬ 
lonel  was  punctual  to  his  time,  as 
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lie  had  already  exceeded  his  time  ; 
and  he  went  out,  and  took  Gra¬ 
ham  out  with  him.  I  made  an 
excufe  to  go  out,  and  overheard 
Broughton  perfuading  Graham  to 
go  ;  they  feemed  to  turn  towards 
the  houfe  again.  I  met  them  re¬ 
turning  towards  the  houfe ;  I  faid, 
4  Mr,  Graham,  if  you  will  go,  I 
will.*  Graham  agreed  to  go,  and 
faid  he  would  be  there  in  an  hour. 
Graham  faid,  (  I  did  not  know  you 
were  of  thofe  fentiments.’  I  faid, 
*  no  more  I  am,  but  I  have  a  mind 
to  go  and  fee  the  humour  of  it.’ 
I  went  with  Graham  to  the  Flying 
Horfe  5  I  found  Colonel  Defpard 
there,  and  Broughton,  Windfor, 
and  Smith  ;  they  were  all  fitting 
in  a  back  parlour  below  Hairs. 
Windfor  was  there  before  we  came. 
"When  we  went  in  they  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  converfation.  When  we 
went  in  Broughton  defined  us  to 
come  and  fit  down  ;  Graham  took  a 
chair  and  fat  by  Colonel  Defpard  ; 
I  took  another  and  fit  by  Graham. 
This  was  the  fix  (I  time  I  ever  faw 
Colonel  Defoard.  Windfor  was 
fpeaking  about  the  form  at  the 
Tower  of  the  keys  being  palfed  to 
the  centinel;  and  he  faid,  (  that 
the  ceremony  of  faying  God  blcfs 
the  king,  and  Amen,  was  an  an¬ 
cient  ceremony,  which  had  been 
laid  afide  for  fome  weeks,  except 
in  one  inftance,  and  the  man  had 
then  been  fcouted  for  tiling  it.  I 
afked  Broughton  ‘  who  Colonel 
Defpard  was  ?’  He  told  me  who 
he  was.  I  thought  the  colonel 
heard  me,  and  I  apologized  to  him, 
faying,  ‘  that  ,1  did  not  know  him 
before,  but  that  1  had  read  of  him 
in  the  Cambridge  paper.’  The 
converfation  turned  on  the  wet 
docks,  and  on  the  circumflance  of 
foldiexs  being  employed  to  guard 


them.  I  afked  Colonel  Defpard^ 

‘  whether  there  was  any  particular 
bufinefs'  in  hand,  and  what  he 
thought  of  it.’  He  faid,  i  nothing 
in  particular,  only  it  feems  to  be 
the  wifh  of  a  great  many  people, 
that  an  effort  ihould  be  made  to 
recover  fome  of  thofe  liberties 
which  we  have  loft,  and  the  day 
is  fixed  for  Tuefday  week  next.* 
I  a  feed  him  ‘  if  he  had  any  ground 
or  fufHcient  force  to  go  upon.*  He 
faid,  (  yes;  a  confide rable  force 
indeed,  if  the  people  come  forward 
in  the  way  I  have  been  given  to 
underftand  they  will  ;  we  have  a 
great  number  of  the  army,  and 
there  are  a  great  number  in  ail 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Manchefter,  .Leeds,  Sheffield, 
Yorkfhiie.*  1  do  not  fay  that  I 
enumerate  the  places  exactly  as 
they  were  enumerated  to  me,  but 
he  mentioned  all  thefe  places-  *  And 
here,  in  and  about  London,  thp 
people  are  every  where  ripe,*  I 
think  he  faid.  Chatham  was  men¬ 
tioned  as  another  place.  Fie  faid, 
'*  he  had  been  engaged  in  this  bufi.- 
nefs  two  years,  or  more  than  two 
years.  I  have  travelled,  he  faid, 
twenty  miles  to-day,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple,  wherever  I  have  been,  are 
every  where  ripe,  and  anxious  for 
the  moment  of  the  attack.  1  a  Iked 
him,  ‘  if  he  had  any  regular  .or¬ 
ganization  he  faid,  ‘  regular 
organization  would  be  a  moral  im- 
poflibility  he  did  not  exactly 
ftate  the  reafon  why,  but  that  it 
would  be  fo  near,  and  fo  much 
under  the  eye  of  government ;  but 
in .  the  country  it  would  be  more 
general.  I  aiked  him,  (  whether 

O  * 

the  attack  was  to  be  made  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  the  country  on  one  and 
the  fame  day  ;  the  form  of  my' 
queftion  I  ran  not  quite  fure  of. 
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(aid,  e  no,  by  no  means,  that 
would  be  highly  improper,  but 
that  the  {lopping  the  mail  and 
ftage  -coaches  would  be  a  fignal  to 
the  country.*  During  the  even, 
ing,  Graham*  the  prifoner,  clench¬ 
ed  his  right  hand,  and  {Wore,  with 
an  oath,  f  you  will  do  no  good  ex¬ 
cept  you  fecure  the  whole  of  the 
family.*  Broughton  {hook  his 
head,  and  faid,  ‘  that  is  eafy 
enough  done  ;  that  is  already  fet¬ 
tled.*  I  aiked  him  ‘  how  ?*  He 
faid,  f  take  and  {hoot  two  of  the 
Jjorfes,  and  then  the  carriage  mull 
Hop the  king’s  carriage  X  un¬ 
derflood  him— and  then  feize  him 
immediately.*  This  was  to  be 
done  as  the  king  (hould  return  from 
the  Parliament  Houfe.  I  replied, 

€  do  you  confider  that  there  are 
horfemen  that  ride  clofe  to  the  car¬ 
riage,  with  their  horfes’  heads  al- 
inoft  in  the  wipdpw,  and  any  per, 
fon  attempting  fuch  a  thing  would 
be  cut  to  pieces ;  then,  fays  I,  who 
would  do  it  ?’  Says  the  colonel, 
£  I  would  do  It  with  my  own  hand.* 
I  cannot  recollect  any  more  ex- 
preffions  of  Colonel  Defpard’s  at 
that  meeting ;  but  I  recollect  the 
colonel  faying,  (  I  ha<ue  weighed, 
the  matter  well,  and  my  heart  is  cal¬ 
lous r.  J  rather  think  this  was  after 
faying  ‘  he  would  do-  it  with  his 
own  hand.  There  was  a  conver¬ 
sation  refpefiing  feizing  the  Bank, 
Put  the  exaft  words  I  cannot  tell. 
It  was  agreed  the  Bank  fhould  be 
feized,  and  the  Tower  fhould  be 
taken.  The  Bank  I  particularly 
recoiled,  they  laid  the  arms  there, 
about  fix  hundred  in  number,  -had 
been  rendered  ufelefs,  by  feme  part 
being  taken  off,  but  I  cannot  fay 
what  part  :  whatever  was  faid  was 
a!)  diflindlv  heard  by  the  colonel. 
I  principally  engroffed  the  conver- 


fation ;  my  curiofity  is  the  main 
occafion  of  my  Handing  here  to¬ 
day.  I  remember  the  feizing  the 
Tower  was  treated  as  a  matter  of 
confident  expectation,  and  certain 
fuccefs.  I  recoiled  one  perfon, 
Windfor,  faid,  (  give  me  a  hun¬ 
dred  men,  and  I  will  take  it  my- 
felf.*  The  colonel  went  away  and 
left  us  there;  we  continued  there 
fometime  afterwards,  and  then  went 
away.  I  gave  the  maid  fome- 
thing ;  they  would  not  let  me  pay 
at  the  bar.  I  gave  the  girl  three, 
pence ;  the  girl  feemed  awkward 
at  taking  it;  I  faid,  (  I  will  take 
a  kifs  the  next  time.*  I  did  not 
fee  Colonel  Defpard  again  till  I 
faw  him  at  the  Oakley  Arms  on 
the  evening  we  were  apprehended 
at  about  eight  o’clock.  I  did  not 
exped  to  meet  any  body  there 
fcarce.  Lander,  in  the  day-time, 
had  been  talking  of  the  attack  on 
the  Tower,  and  wifhed  to  know 
whether  it  would  be  prudent  to 
have  a  divifion  to  march  from  the 
Tower  to  New  Street,  Bifhopfgate, 
and  there  take  the  arms  of  the  India 
Company;  from  thence  to  the  Ar¬ 
tillery-ground,  where  they  could 
get  more  arms  and  artillery;  and 
from  thence  proceed  forward,  and 
affift  the  attack  at  St.  James’s : 
and  if  they  had  a  fuihcient  force 
at  the  taking  of  the  Tower,  he 
a  To  propofed  another  detachment 
fhould  go  another  way,  through 
the  Borough,  and  through  the  New 
Cut  to  the  Parliament  Houfe,  to 
afiifl  thofe  who  would  be  there; 
and,  he  faid,  that  Jae  thought  it 
might  be  proper  to  have  couriers  to 
ride  backwards  and  forwards,  and 
give  accounts  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
'army.’  And,  if  I  underftood  him 
right,  he  had  been  on  the  Sunday 
previous  to  that  to  engage  a  houfe, 

where. 
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’where,  I  underftood  him,  he  was  to 
fit  and  receive  the  reports  of  thofe 
couriers,  or  aid-de-camp,  or  what¬ 
ever  they  might  be  termed,  which 
houfe,  to  the  beft  of  my  recollec¬ 
tion,  was  the  fign  of  the  Angel,  in 
Cecil  Court,  St.  Martin’s  Lane  ; 
and  then  he  afked  me  *  to  write 
down  the  plan which  I  refufed. 
He  feemed  to  look  at  me  with 
aftonifhment.  I  was  neverdworn 
into  the  fociety,  and  was  therefore 
looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye. 
1  then  faid,  ‘ if  you  pleafe,  I  will 
go  with  you  to  the  colonel,  if  you 
can  introduce  me  to  him,  and  fee 
what  he  will  fay  to  it.’  I  had 
had  a  converfation  on  Monday  with 
Graham.  I  underftood  Lander 
that  he  would  introduce  me  to  the 
colonel  that  evening.  That  even¬ 
ing,  as  I  was  carrying  home  a 
clock,  I  met  Broughton  near  the 
turnpike;  he  faid,  *  I  underftand 
you  are  coming  down  this  night  ; 
do,  he  faid,  but  don’t  be  long 
firft.’  I  faid,  ‘  I  cannot  come  till 
I  have  put  my  clock  up.’  He  and 
I  parted.  Going  on,  I  faw  Lander 
{hutting  up  his  fhop.  I  went  paft 
his  houfe,  where  I  was  going  with 
the  clock.  He  afked  me  ‘  if  1  was 
ready  ?’  I  told  him  ‘no,  I  was 
obliged  to  go  home  with  that 
clock.’  He  faid,  ‘how  long  fhould 
1  be  ?’  I  faid,  ‘  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.’  He  faid,  ‘  if  I  would 
not  be  longer  he  would  wait  for 
me;  but  he  was  in  a  hurry,  as  he 
had  to  go  to  town.’  When  I  re¬ 
turned  he  was  gone;  and  I  went  to 
the  Oakley  Arms  .  by  myfeif. 
Broughton  and  Lander  had  both 
told  me  the  meeting  was  to  be 
there.  I  believe  I  had  been  in 
there  about  twenty  minutes  when 
the  officers  Came  in;  I  went  into 
the  parlour  on  the  left  hand,  at 


the  Oakley  Arms;  I  faw  fome 
perfons  who  appeared  to  be  Gran¬ 
gers;  they  afked,  ‘  who  do  you 
want?’  I  faid,  ‘Broughton,  or 
Ruffel.’  They  faid,  ‘  you  will 
find  them  up  flairs.’  I  went  up  ; 
Broughton  defired  me  to  fit  by 
them.  I  judged  there  muft  have 
been  about  twenty  perfons  there 
then ;  there  were  two  came  in 
after  me,  Smith,  and  his  journey¬ 
man.  Colonel  Defpard  was  there. 
On  Broughton  feeing  me,  he  afked 
me  to  fit  by  him.  The  company  < 
were  engaged  in  converfation  in 
different  parties.  Colonel  Defpard 
was  Handing  and  fpeaking  to  John 
Francis.  Broughton  faid,  ‘  my 
boy,  my  cock,  we  have  got  the 
completeft  plan  in  the  world,  to 
do  the  bufinefs  without  any  trou¬ 
ble  :  we  load  the  great  gun  in  the 
Park  with  four  bails,  or  chain- 
fhot,  and  fire  it  at  his  Majefty  as 
he  returns  from  the  Houfe;  then, 
with  a  fort  of  fneer,  he  faid,  he 
would  be  damned  if  that  did  not 
fend  him  to  hell.’  The  expreffions 
fhocked  me  very  much,  and  I  ex¬ 
claimed,  ‘  good  God!  do  you  con. 
fider  how  many  people  will  be  in 
the  Park  that  day,  and  how  many 
lives  you  will  take  away  !’  He 
then  faid,  ‘  damn  them,  let  them 
get  out  of  the  way:  lie.  faid,  it 
would  play  hell  with  the  Treafury, 
and  round  about  there.’  Some 
perfon  in  company  faid,  ‘  that  the 
cannon  might  be  too  low;’  ano¬ 
ther  perfon  faid,  ‘  it  might  be  ea- 
fily  raifed  an  inch.’  Some  perfon 
faid,  ‘but  if  it  miffes  his  Majefty.’ 
Broughton  replied,  ‘  then  damn 
him  we  muft  man-handle  him.’  I 
cannot  exaHlv  fav,  whether  I  had 
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coriverfed  with  the  colonel  before 
this,  I  rather  think  I  had;  the 
colonel  was  as  near  as  you  and  I 
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are  now.  The  converfation  I  had 
with  the  colonel  was  ;  I  aiked 
Bjoughton  whether  I  might  fpeak 
to  the  colonel.  I  laid,  *  Sir,  you 
Was  fpeaking  of  taking  the  Tower, 
alluding  to  the  converfation  at  the 
Flying  Horfe,  and  that  Lander  had 
faid,  would  it  not  be  proper  to  have 
a  divifion  to  go  from  there. *  I 
repeated  the  plan  which  Lander 
wilhed  me  to  write  down.  The 
colonel  faid,  ‘  he  did  not  approve 
of  it,  for  he  believed  that  one  half 
of  the  E aft  India  Company’s  men 
in  their  warehoufes  were  our  friends 
already.  But,  the  colonel  faid, 
we  are  not  fure  that  we  can  have 
the  Tower;  but,  if  we  have  the 
Tower,  we  have  every  thing ; 
there  are  arms  fufficient  to  arm  a 
great  number  of  men ;  he  named 
the  number,  but  I  do  not  recoiled 
it,  but  more  than  was  wanted  for 
the  piirpofe  :  and  to  go  to  the  Ar¬ 
tillery  Ground  would  be  ufeiefs*, 
lor  what  purpofe  Would  it  anfwer  ?’ 
I  replied,  1  it  was  to  form  a  fort 
of  garrifon  to  annoy  the  affocia- 
tionS.’  The  colonel  faid,  (  no  ; 
St.  Paul’s  would  be  a  great  deal 

o 

better  place.’  I  cannot  tell  you 
exactly  the  terms ;  but  it  was  in 
that  converfation  the  colonel  faid, 
6  if  we  have  the  Tower  and  the 
Bank,  we  have  every  thing.’  I 
faid,  4  Sir,  do  you  think  it  would 
be  proper  to  meddle  with  the 
Bank?’  He  faid,  (  furely  the  Bank 
ought  to  be'almoft  the  fir fl  confe¬ 
deration;  for,  if  we  have  the  Bank 
and  the‘  'lower,  we  have  every 
thing  neceftary,  and  that  from  the 
Tower  he  could  burn  the  town, 
and  batter  it  to  pieces.  Somebody 
talked  about  deftroying  the  tele¬ 
graph.  I  faid,  ‘  Sir,  do  you  think 
that  would  be  neceifary  V  He  re¬ 
plied,  4  furely,  for  it  is  a  thing 

5  • 


that  would  be  of  no  fervice  to  ug, 
but  of  vaft  importance  to  our  ene¬ 
mies.  He  faid  that  Windfor  was 
a  total  ftranger  to  him,  that  he 
faw  him  for  the  firft  time  on  the, 
i2th  of  November,  at  the  Flying 
Horfe.” 

Mary  Plowman,  the  landlady  of 
the  Flying  Horfe,  at  Newington, 
faid,  “  I  remember  hearing  of  the 
people  being  apprehended  at  the 
Oakley  Arms.  Some  gentlemen 
came  to  my  houfe  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  ;  there  were,  I  think,  about 
fix  of  them :  the  firft  perfons  that 
came,  came  in  a  little  before  eight 
o’clock,  at  the  ftreet  door,  and 
went  through  the  paflage  into  the 
parlour,  i  was  working  in  the 
back  room.  When  they  came  in 
they  called  for  a  pet  of  porter; 
they  faid,  {  they  hoped  they  did 
not  difturb  me.’  There  were  two 
of  them  then  ;  one  was  drefied  in 
a  dark  brown  great  coat,  and  had 
a  filk  umbrella  in  his  Band ;  they 
went  into  the  back  room,  which  is 
called  the  kitchen,  which  we  call 
a  parlour  ;  the  door  was  fhut  and 
the  curtain  drawn;  they  drew  it 
themfelves;  they  appeared  much 
in  private.  1  heard  one  man  fay, 

i  j  f 

%he  had  weighed  every  thing  well 
withm  him,  and  his  heart  was  callous .* 
Theperfon  who  faid  this  wasfpeak. 
ing  flow,  but  not  very  loud.  I 
know  Windfor;  he  was  at  my 
houle  that  evening.  I  remember 
there  were  two  men  there  before 
Windfor ’s  arrival .  He  aiked  *  if 
any  body  had  inquired  for  him 
Seeing  fomebody  backward,  he 
joined  them.  My  hufiband  was 
out  with  his  beer  that  evening.  I 
cannot  fay  how  the  reckoning  was 
paid,  as  to  what  was  had  in  the 
parlour;  the  fervant-maid  went  in 
and  rook  the  mqnev.  They  went 

away 


APPENDIX  to  The  CHRONICLE.  *  iSy . 


sway  a  little  after  eleven  o’clock* 
When  five  men  went  away  they 
came  to  the  bar;  they  had  Four 
glafies  of  gin,  and  a  glafs  of  rum, 
which  came  to  nine-pence.  I  gave 
three-penee  change  to  a  little  man, , 
who  turned  and  gave  the  three¬ 
pence  to  the  bar- maid.” 

Sir  Richard  Ford  took  down  the 
examination  of  Windfor  at  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State’s  Office,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  Blades  and  b  ran- 
cis,  and  fome  other  foldiers,  were 
fent  for  and  examined. 

This  was  ail  the  evidence  given 
on  the  part  of  the  profeeution. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Bell  then  addreffed 
the  Jury,  in  a  fpeech  replete  with 
ingenious  argument,  clothed  in  ele¬ 
gant  didion,  and  delivered  with 
perfuafive  energy. — After  a  juffi 
encomium  on  the  beauty  of  Britilh 
jurifprudence,  and  the  probity  and 
independence  of  Britilh  Judges  and 
Juries,  he  contended  that  the  overt 
ads  were  not  fufficiently  proved  to 
convid  the  prifoner ;  and  that  the 
charaders  of  the  witneffes  were  too 
infamous  to  entitle  them  to  credit. 

- — He  a  Iked,  how  it  was  poftible 
that  fourteen  or  fifteen  men,  at  a 
common  tap- room,  with  no  fire¬ 
arms  but  their  tobacco-pipes,  men 
cf  the  lowed  order  of  fociety, 
without  mind  or  intelligence,  were 
to  feize  the  King,  the  Bank,  the 
Tower,  and  the  Members  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  ?  It  was  in¬ 
deed  talked  of,  but  it  was  not 
true ;  not  a  fingle  iota  of  proof 
was  there  of  any  fuch  thing  in  the 
cafe. — The  learned  S  rjeant  next 
went  into  an  mvefligation  of  the 
contradidory  parts  of  the  evidence 
of  the  accomplices,  which  he  point¬ 
ed  with  great  force,  and  concluded 
tyith  calling  evidence  to  eftablifh 


Colonel  Defpard’s  charader ..  for 
honour  and  loyalty. 

Lord  Nelfon  faid,  ff  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  prifoner  in  the 
year  1779.  He  was  then  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  Liverpool  Blues,  and 
fus  Lordfhip  then  commanded  g 
man  ©f  war — they  were  on  the 
Spanifli  main  together — they  ferved 
together — they  were  both  together 
in  the  enemy’s  trenches- — they  flept 
in  the  fame  tent,  and  fie  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  all  his  fen- 
timents.  He  was  a  loyal  man,  and 
a  brave  officer.  If  he  had  been 
afked  his  opinion  of  Colonel  Def- 
pard,  he  would  have  faid,  ‘  If  h© 
is  ft  ill  alive,  he  is  an  ornament  to 
the  Englifh  army,’  ”  On  crofs- 
examination,  his  Lordfhip  faid, 
“  he  had  not  feen  him  ftnee  th© 
year  1780.”  . 

Sir  Alured  Clarke  faid,  (C  he 
had  known  Colonel  Defpard  for 
thirty  years ;  he  knew  that  he  was 
much  beloved  by  his  brother  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  whole  corps  to  which, 
he  belonged.  While  he  was  in  the 
government  of  Jamaica,  Colonel 
Defpard  was  employed  on  the  Spa- 
nifh  main.  He  always  confidered 
him  as  a  loyal  fubjed,  and  a  zea¬ 
lous  officer.”  On  his  crofs-ex- 
arnination  he  faid,  “  it  was  thir¬ 
teen  years  ft  nee  he  had  feen  him. 
He  never  heard  that  he  kept  com¬ 
pany  with  the  common  foldiers.” 

Sir  Evan  Nepean  alfo  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  prifoner’s  charader. 

Mr.  Gurney  then  addreffed  the 
Jury  on  behalf  of  the  prifoner. 
After  fome  iutrodudory  obferva- 
tions,  he  contended,  “  that  the 
witneffes  on  whofe  teftimony  a  man 
could  be  convicted  of  high  treafon, 
fhouid  be  not  only  competent ,  but 
credible ,  Give  me  leave,  he  faid, 

to 
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to  call  your  attention  for  a  fingle 
moment,  to  the  matter  of  probable 
lity .  The  ftudy  of  probabilities 
has  been  called  *  the  fcience  of 
Judges.’  Whatever  witneffes  may 
fwear,  probability  is  the  tell  by 
•which  we  try  their  evidence.  ‘  If 
a  man  comes  into  a  court  of  jufiice, 
and  tells  you  that  another  has  com¬ 
mitted  an  affault  upon  him,  you 
will  require  but  a  flight  degree  of 
evidence  to  convince  you  of  that, 
becaufe  every  day’s  experience 
teaches  you  that  nothing  is  more 
probable  than  that  fuch  a  thing 
fhould  happen.  If  a  man  comes 
and  accufes  a  poor  miferable  ragged 
wretch  of  committing  a  felon}', 
you  do  not  require  uncommonly 
(ftrong  evidence,  (though  even  of 
that  you  would  not  conviCl  the 
molt  miferable  creature  that  exifts 
merely  upon  the  evidence  ef  an 
accomplice,)  becaufe  «very  day’s 
experience  teaches  you  is  is  not 
at  all  improbable.  If  the  charge 
be  forgery,  or  murder,  you  re¬ 
quire  llronger  evidence.  How 
much  more  evidence  then  dill 
would  you  require  to  convince  you 
that  any  man,  who  is  not  a  fit  in¬ 
habitant  for  Bethlem,  eould  be  a 
party  to  fuch  a  plot  as  you  have 
heard  commented  upon  with  fo 
much  ability  and  eloquence  by  my 
learned  leader,  in  which  a  few  low 
and  obfcure  individuals  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  met  at  an  ale-houfe, 
to  concert  meafures  for  deftroying 
a  government,  mighty  in  its  phy¬ 
sical,  mightier  in  its  moral  ener¬ 
gies;  ftrong  in  its  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  eflablifhments,  infinitely 
flrongcr  in  the  affections  ©f  the 
people;  a  plot  fo  ridiculous  and 
abfurd,  that,  as  my  friend  has 
obferved,  fifteen  men  are  ft  a  ted  to 
have  contrived  the  overthrow  of 


a  government  fupported  by  the  un. 
fhaken  loyalty  of  fifteen  millions. 
Then,  after  analyfing  the  evidence 
for  the  crown  and  the  prifoner, 
Mr.  Gurney  concluded  by  caution¬ 
ing  the  Jury  not  to  renew  the  er¬ 
ror  which  was  fo  fatally  committed 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  when, 
in  confequence  of  a  general  belief 
in  the  popifti  plot,  fo  many  inno¬ 
cent  men  fuffered  unjuftly.  In  a 
fhort  time,  he  faid,  the  veil  was 
tom  off;  the  perjury  which  had 
triumphed  was  difeovered  to  be 
perjury;  but  it  was  too  late;  the 
dead  could  not  be  recalled  from 
the  grave  ;  and  the  jurors  who  had' 
fent  them  there,  were  left  to  the 
bitter  reflections  of  their  confid¬ 
ences — to  the  unavailing  lamenta¬ 
tion  of  their  credulity.  But  though 
thofe  perfons  died  unjuftly,  I  truft 
they  did  not  die  in  vain.  Their 
innocent  blood  fpeaks  aloud  to  you 
not  to  follow  the  fatal  example  of 
your  predeceffors,  and  to  lend,  as 
they  did,  too  eafy  faith  to  the 
teftimony  of  wicked  men.  May 
you  attend  to  the  warning  voice, 
and  pronounce  a  verdid  of  acquit¬ 
tal,  of  which,  I  truft,  you  never 
will  have  reafon  to  repent.” 

The  Solicitor  General  replied  on 
behalf  of  the  crown ;  and,  in  a 
moft  able  manner,  (hewed  that  the 
cafe  of  the  prifoner  was  fatisfado- 
rily  proved,  no  fad  having  been 
ftated  by  any  witnefs  of  fufpicious 
credit,  which  was  not  fupported 
by  others  of  unexceptionable  cha¬ 
racter,  or  by  ftrong  concomitant 
circ.umftances.  He  alfo  entered 
very  ccpioufly  into  the  law  of 
t reafon,  (hewing  that  the  evidence 
was  fully  fufficient  to  enable  the 
Jury  to  form  a  decifion. 

On  the  teftimony  given  to  the 
prifouer’s  character,  and  with  re- 

fpeCt 
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fped  'to  an  argument  ufed  by  Ser¬ 
jeant  Bed,  on  Colonel  Defpard’s 
long  confinement  in  the  prifon  in 
Cold  Bath  Fields,  the  Solicitor 
General  exprefTed  himfelf  in  thefe 
terms.  There  is  one  circumdance 
more  I  would  not  pafs  over  in  li¬ 
cence,  and  that  is  the  evidence 
produced  by  Colonel  Defpard  to 
his  character ;  he  has  brought  tv/o 
of  the  mod  gallant  men  in  the 
world  in  fupport  of  that  charader- 
Good  God,  what  a  falling  off  is 
here!  That  he  who  had  the  fo- 
ciety  and  friendfhip  of  Lord  Nel- 
fon.  Sir  Alured  Clarke,  and  the 
good  opinion  of  Sir  Evan  Nepean, 
three  as  valuable  and  as  refpedable 
men  as  live ;  that  he  fhouid  quit 
them,  and  aflbciate  himfelf  with 
fome  of  the  word  traitors  (if  the 
evidence  be  true)  that  exid ;  that 
he  fhouid  quit  the  fociety  and  pur- 
fuits  of  men  of  honour,  to  feek 
thofe  of  low  perfons  at  obfcure  ale- 
houfes,  living  with  private  fol- 
diers,  and  the  mod  depraved  and 
the  word  of  mankind,  is  a  part  of 
the  cafe  that  excites  one’s  regret 
and  pity.  There  is  another  part 
of  the  cafe  that  I  would  not  have 
ventured  to  have  fpoken  to,  if  the 
learned  Serjeant  had  not  made  it 
neceffary.  He  has  told  you,  that 
Colonel  Defpard  has  been  confined 
three  years  in  a  prifon  under  a  fuf- 
picion  of  treafon  orfedition;  whe¬ 
ther  that  has  made  him  more  or 
lefs  apt  to  be  engaged  in  this  con- 
fpiracy,  and  in  the  execution  of 
it,  you  will  bed  judge.  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  the  leajrned 
Serjeant  has  defcribed  his  client 
as 

. —  .. —  a  man 

Whom  the  vile  blows  and  buffets  of  the 
worJi 


Hav®  fo  incenf’d,  that  he  it>  recklef? 
what 

He  does  to  fpite  the  world.” 


I  fubmit  to  you,  Gentlemen,  that 
all  the  evidence  that  has  been  gi¬ 
ven  in  fupport  of  the  charader  of 
Colonel  Defpard,  only  proves  him, 
at  one  part  of  his  life,  to  have  been 
a  refpedable  man ;  always,  to  have 
been  a  bold  and  enterprifing  man  ; 
and  the  red  may  be  accounted  for 
perhaps  by  the  habits  he  had  con¬ 
tracted  during  an  imprifonment  of 
three  years  ;  whether  that  might 
not  produce  feelings  of  refentment 
and  difappointment*  which  might 
work  him  up  to  this  dreadful  reso¬ 
lution,  you  will  bed  judge  ;  but  I 
do  not  rely  upon  it ;  1  only  date 
what  I  have  faid,  in  reply  to  the 
obfervations  of  the  learned  Ser¬ 
jeant  :  I  rely  upon  the  fads  which 
have  been  proved,  and  which  dand 
uncontradided. 


Lord  Ellenhorough  having  dated 
the  law,  and  fummed  up  the  evi¬ 
dence  with  great  accuracy,  the 
Jury  withdrew  at  about  twenty 
minutes  after  two  o’clock  on  the 
Tuefday  morning,  to  confider  of 
their  verdid.  They  returned  in¬ 
to  court  in  about  twenty-five  ini* 
nutes,  with  a  verdid  finding  the 
prifoner — Gu  i  lt  y. 

The  Foreman  added,  “  My  Lord , 
five  do  mojl  earnejily  recommend  the 
Prifoner  to  mercy ,  on  account  of  the 
high  teJHmonials  to  his  former  good 
character,  and  eminent  fervicesS* 


On  Wednefday  the  9th,  the 
Court  met  purfuant  to  adjourn¬ 
ment,  when  the  trial  of  John 
Wood,  Thomas  Broughton,  John 
Francis,  Thomas  Phillips,  Tho¬ 
mas  Newman,  Daniel  Tyndalk 
John  Doyle,  James  Sedgwick 

Wratten, 
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Wratten,  William  Lander,  Ar¬ 
thur  Graham,  Samuel  Smith,  and 
John  Macnamara,  commenced, 
which  lafted  till  near  eight  o’clock 
the  next  morning;  when  the  Jury 
found  John  Wood,  'Thomas  Brough¬ 
ton,  John  Francis ,  Thomas  New- 
man ,  Daniel  Tyndall,  James  Sedg¬ 
wick  Wratten ,  William  Lander ,  Ar¬ 
thur  Graham ,  and  John  Macnamara , 
Guilty. 

Account  of  the  Execution  of  Colonel 

Defpard,  and  his  Ajfociates ,  con¬ 
victed  of  High  Treaf  n. 

At  fix  o'clock  on  Saturday  even¬ 
ing,  February  19,  his  Majefty’s 
warrant  for  the  execution  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Defpard,  and  fix  of  his  affo- 
ciates,  and  aifo  an  order  from  Lord 
Pelham,  for  the  refpite  of  the  three 
others  under  fen  fence  of  death, 
reached  the  New  Gaol  in  the  Bo¬ 
rough.  It  contained  alfo  a  refpite 
of  that  part  of  the  fentence  of  the 
law,  which  direils  the  bowels  of 
the  vidlims  to  be  taken  out,  and 
their  bodies  cut  to  pieces  ;  confin¬ 
ing  the  execution  to  drawing, 
hanging,  and  beheading. 

At  eight  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning,  Colonel  Defpard  and  his 
fellow-prifoners  were  fent  for,  by 
Mr.  Ives,  to  attend  the  Chapel. 
They  all  cheerfully  obeyed  the 
fummons,  except  Colonel  Defpard 
and  Macnamara ;  the  former  as- 
figned  no  reafon  for  his  refufal ;  but 
the  latter  faid  he  was  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  it  would  not  be  con¬ 
fident  with  his  faith.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Wink  worth  read  prayers,  after 
which  he  delivered  a  very  impref- 
five  fennon.  The  unhappy  men 
joined  in  prayer  with  great  devo¬ 
tion. 

At  this  time  none  of  the  pri- 


foners  -were  apprifed  of  tfie  watv 
rant  for  their  execution  being  re¬ 
ceived.  Colonel  Defpard  feemed 
more  furprifed  than  affedled.  The 
wives  and  relatives  of  the  prifon- 
ers  were  permitted  to  fiay  with 
them  about  two  hours ;  and  nothing 
could  be  more  diflteffing  than  their 
farewell  on  quitting  the  prifon. 

Soon  after  the  warrant  was  re¬ 
ceived,  all  papers,  and  every  thing 
that  he  poffeffed,  were  immediately 
taken  from  Colonel  Defpard.  He 
was  ftri&ly  fearched,  to  difeover 
whether  he  had  any  knife,  or  mean's 
of  felf  definition,  about  him  ;  and 
every  thing  that  it  was  thought 
might  enable  him  to  put  an  end  to 
his  exigence,  was  conveyed  out  of 
his  reach. 

Mrs.  Defpard,  after  having  ta¬ 
ken  leave  of  her  hufband  at  three 
o’clock  on  Sunday  afternoon,  came 
again  about  five  o’clock;  but  it 
was  thought  advifable  to  fpare  the 
colonel  the  pangs  of  a  fecond  part¬ 
ing,  and  fhe.was  therefore  not  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  prifon.  She  evinced 
fome  indignation  at  the  refufal  ; 
and  exprefl’ed  a ftrong  opinion  with 
refped  to  the  caufe  for  which  her 
hufband  was  to  fufler.  After  Mrs. 
Defpard  had  left  the  colonel  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  he  walked  up 
and  down  his  cell  for  fome  time, 
feemingly  more  agitated  than  he 
had  been  at  the  period  of  taking 
leave  of  his  wife.  Between  fix 
and  feven  in  the  evening,  he  threw 
himfelf  on  the  bed,  and  fell  into  a 
fhort  fleep.  At  qight  o’clock  he 
awoke,  and  add  refled  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  prifon,  who  was 
with  him,  in  thefe  words : — “  Me 
— they  fhall  receive  no  informa¬ 
tion  from  inc—no — not  for  all  the 
gifts,  the  gold,  and  jewels,  in  the 
pofibffion  of  the  crown.”  He  then 
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fcompofed  himftLf,  and  remained 
filent. 

The  clergyman  of  the  prifon, 
Mr.  Winkworth,  had  feveral  times 
made  overtures  to  the  colonel  to 
commune  with  him.  But  the  co¬ 
lonel  always  declined  the  clergy** 
man’s  offer ;  politely,  however, 
thanking  him.  Mr.  Wink  worth 
on  Sunday  repeated  his  requell, 
but  received  the  fame  anfwer.  Mr. 
Winkworth'-  wiihed  him  to  accept 
a  book  from  him,  which  he  alfo 
declined.  He  faid,  (  he  had  been 
in  all  parts  of  the  world;  that  he 
was  not  particularly  attached  to 
any  form  of  religion  ;  and  that  his 
mind  was  entirely  made  up  upon 
religious  matters/  Mod  of  the 
Other  prifoners,  however,  pa  (fed 
much  of  their  time  in  prayer,  and 
with  the  clergyman.  Macnamara 
being  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  Roman  Catholic  pried. 
Colonel  Defpard  dept  from  three 
to  half-pad  four;  the  remainder  of 
the  night  lie  palled  in  walking  up 
and  down  his  cell.  The  red  of 
the  prifoners  dept  about  two  hours. 

All  the  arrangements  for  the 
execution  were  fettled  on  Sunday 
by  Sir  Richard  Ford,  and  the  She¬ 
riff  of  Surrey,  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  magidrates.  Sir 
Richard  Ford  dept  on  Sunday  might 
at  Mr.  Carpenter /Smith’s,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  near  the  prifon. 

Monday  morning  at  four  o’clock, 
the  drum  beat  at  the  Horfe  Guards, 
as  a  dgnal  for  the  cavalry  to  alfem- 
ble,  and  no  lefs  than  four  regi¬ 
on  ents  of  di derent  deferiptions,  are 
dated  to  have  fkortly  after  alfem- 
bled.  As  foon  as  day-light  ap¬ 
peared,  the  military  took  their 
different  dations.  Two  troops  of 
horfe  were  datiooed  at  the  Obelifk. 
Others  patrol cd  the  roads  from  the 


Obelifk  to  the  Elephant  and  Cadle, 
and  down  the  Borough  road.  About 
five  o’clock  the  populace  began  to 
pour  in  numbers  along  the  Wed- 
minder  and  City  road ;  and  by  fix 
the  lane  was  completely  crowded*, 
There  are  few  houfes  in  front  of 
the  prifon ;  all  of  them,  however, 
were  filled  t  with  fpe&ators.  The 
Dyer’s  Grounds,  to  the  left  of 
the  prifon,  were  gradually  filled ; 
till,  at  lad,  all  the  parts  that  had 
a  view  of  the  fcaffold  were  com¬ 
pletely  crammed.  It  is  fuppofed 
that  20,000  perfons  might  be  af- 
fembled.  At  five  o’clock  St* 
George’s  bell  began  to  toll,  and? 
continued  for  about  an  hour.  At 
half- pad  fix  the  prifon  bell  rang — 
a  fignal  for  the  unlocking  of  the 
cells.  Mr.  Winkworth,  the  cler¬ 
gyman  of  the  prifon,  and  Mr. 
Griffith,  the  Roman  Catholic  pried, 
the  fame  gentleman  who  attended 
Quigley  when  he  was  executed, 
came  to  the  prifon,  and  were  im¬ 
mediately  admitted  to  the  prifon- 
ers.  At  feven  o’clock  five  of  the 
prifoners,  Broughton,  Francis, 
Graham,  Wood,  and  W ratten, 
went  into  the  chapel  ;  Colonel 
Defpard  refufed  to  attend,  remain¬ 
ing  in  his  cell ;  and  Macnamara, 
being  a  Roman  Catholic,  prayed 
in  his  cell  with  the  pried.  The 
five  former  conduced  themfelves 
with  much  decorum  in  the  chapel* 
They  attended  to  the  prayers  with 
great  earnednefs;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  without  feeming  to  lofe  that 
firmnefs  which  they  had  difplayed 
fince  their  trial.  Before  they  re¬ 
ceived  the.  facrament,  four  of  them 
confeded  that  they  had  done  wrong, 
but  not  to  the  extent  charged  againft 
them  by  the  evidence.  The  fifth, 
Graham,  faid,  ‘  he  was  innocent 
of  the  charges  brought  againd 

him  j 


144*  ANNUAL  REGISTER.  1801 


him  ;  but  that  he  had  attended  two 
meetings,  the  fecond  at  the  infti- 
garion  of  Francis.  It  was  Em. 
biin,  he  added,  who  called  on  him 
to  take  hirn  to  the  meeting,  by 
Francis’s  defire.’  The  facrament 
was  adminiftered  to  them.  The 
fervice  in  the  chapel  lailed  three 
quarter’s  of  an  hour.  Before  it 
was  over.  Colonel  Defpard  and 
Macnamara  were  brought  down 
from  their  tells.  Their  irons 
were  knocked  off,  and  their  arms 
and  hands  bound  with  ropes.  After 
the  others  had  received  the  facra- 
inent,  they  were  brought  out  of 
the  chapel,  and  their  irons  were 
knocked  off.  The  executioner 
-  then  tied  their  arms  and  hands  in 
the  fame  manner  as  he  had  before 
bound  Colonel  Defpard  and  Mac- 
xiamara. 

Notice  was  then  given  to  the 
Sheriff  that  they  were  ready.  Co¬ 
lonel  Defpard,  who  flood  the  firfl, 
retired  behind,  and  made  a  motion 
to  Francis,  who  was  making  way 
for  him,  to  go  before  him.  The 
hurdle  had  been  previoully  pre¬ 
pared  in  the  outer  court-yard.  It 
is  the  body  of  a  fmall  cart,  on  which 
two  truffes  of  clean  ft  raw  are  laid. 
It  was  drawn  by  two  horfes.  The 
procefliou  moved  in  the  following 
'  order : 

The  Sheriff  of  Surrey. 

The  Clergyman  in  his  robes., 
Mr.  Ives,  the  Keeper,  with  a 
wThite  wand. 

High  Conflable. 

Other  Conftables. 

The  Executioner,  with  a  drawn 
fword. 

Macnamara  and  Graham  were 
ftrft  put  into  the  hurdle,  and  drawn 
t®  the  Lodge,  where  the  iryner 


gates  were  opened,  and  they  Wert 
conveyed  to  the  ftair-cafe  that 
leads  up  to  the  fcaffold.  The  hur¬ 
dle  then  returned,  and  brought 

Broughton  and  Wratten; 
then 

Wood  and  Francis  ; 

Lad  of  all  Colonel  Defpard  wa§ 
put  into  it  alone. 

Macnamara  feemed  intent  upon 
the  book  in  his  hand.  Graham  re¬ 
mained  filent.  Broughton  jumped 
into  the  hurdle,  fmiled,  and  look¬ 
ed  up  to  the  fcaffold.  Wood  and 
Francis  both  fmiled ;  and  all  of 
them  furveyed  the  awful  feene  with 
much  compofure.  Defpard  (hook 
hands  with  a  gentleman  as  he  got 
into  the  hurdle,  and  looked  up  to 
the  fcaffold  with  a  fmile.  As  foon 
as  they  had  all  been  conveyed  in  the 
hurdle  to  the  dair-cafe  that  leads 
to  the  fcaffold,  they  were  efcorted 
up,  one  by  one,  in  the  order  before 
mentioned  :  the  Sheriff,  Sir  Richard 
Ford,  the  clergyman,  Mr.  Wink- 
worth,  the  Roman  Catholic  cler¬ 
gyman,  Mr.  Griffith,  preceding 
them.  Seven  coffins,  or  (hells, 
which  had  been  previoufly  placed 
in  a  room  under  the  fcaffold,  were 
brought  up,  and  placed  on  the  plat¬ 
form  on  which  the  drop  is  eredled, 
A  bag  of  faw-dud,  to  catch  fche 
blood  when  the  heads  were  fevered 
from  their  bodies,  was  placed  belide 
them.  The  block  was  near  the 
fcaffold.  There  were  nearly  one 
hundred  perfons  on  the  platform, 
including  the  magidrates  and  offi¬ 
cers.  The  greateft  order  and  fi- 
lence  were  obferved. 

As  foon  as  the  prifoners  were 
placed  on  the  hurdle,  St.  George’s 
bell  tolled  for  fome  time.  It  was 
nearly  three  quarters  pad  eight 

when 
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when  the  firft  prifoner  was  brought 
up  to  the  fcafFold.  The  reft  fol¬ 
lowed  fingly.  When  the  cord  was 
fattened  round  the  firft,  the  iecond 
was  brought  up,  and  fo  on  till  the 
cords  were  fattened  round  the  necks 
of  all  the  feven. 

The  ceremony  of  fattening  the 
cords  round  the  necks  of  the  pri- 
foners  being  finilhed,  the  colonel 
advanced  as  near  as  he  could  to  the 
edge  of  the  fcafFold,  and  addrefted 
the  multitude  in  precifely  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words : 

“  Fellow  Citizens — I  am  come 
here,  as  you  fee,  after  having 
ferved  my  country  faithfully,  ho¬ 
nourably,  and,  I  truft,  ufefully, 
for  thirty  years  and  upwards,  to 
fufFer  death  upon  a  fcafFold,  for  a 
crime  which  I  am  no  more  guilty 
of  than  any  who  is  now  looking 
at  me — I  do  folemrily  declare,  that 
I  am  no  more  guilty  of  it  than 
any  of  you  who  may  now  be  liften- 
ing  to  me.  But  though  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  minifters  know  I  am  not 
guilty,  they  avail  themfelves  of 
the  opportunity,  which  they  have, 
of  deftroying  a  man,  becaufe  they 
think  he  is  a  friend  to  truth,  to 
liberty,  and  to  juftice;  and  becaufe 
he  has  been  a  friend  to  the  poor 
and  to  the  opprefled.  But,  Fellow 
Citizens,  I  hope  and  truft,  not- 
withftanding  my  fate,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  fate  of  many  others  who 
may  follow  me,  that  ftill  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty,  juftice,  aud  hu¬ 
manity,  will  triumph  over  falfe- 
hood,  defpotifm*  and  delafion,  and 
every  thing  elfe  hoftile  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  human  race.  And 
now,  having  faid  this*  I  have  no¬ 
thing  more  to  add*  but  to  with 
you  all  that  health,  that  happinefs, 
and  that  freedom,  which  I  have 
ever  made  it  my  endeavour,  as  far 
Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol.  III.  New 


as  it  lay  in  my  power,  to  procure 
for  everyone  of  you,  and  for  man¬ 
kind  in  general. ” 

The  laft  and  moft  dreadful  part 
of  the  ceremony  was  now  to  be 
performed.  The  moft  awful  filence 
prevailed,  and  many  of  the  thou- 
fandsprefent  flood  uncovered.  At 
feven  minutes  before  nine  o’clock 
the  fignal  was  given,  the  platform 
dropped,  and  they  were  all  launch¬ 
ed  into  eternity. 

Colonel  Defoard  had  not  one 

4. 

ftruggle:  twice  he  opened  and 
clenched  his  hands  together  con- 

w 

vulfively;  he  ftirred  no  more. 
Macnamara,  Graham,  Francis* 
and  Wratten,  were  motionlefs  after 
a  few  ftruggles.  Broughton  and 
Wood  flruggled  violently  for  fome 
moments  after  all  the  reft  were 
without  motion.  The  executioner 
pulled  their  legs,  to  put  an  end  to 
their  pain  more  fpeedily. 

After  hanging  about  half  an 
hour,  they  were  cut  down  ;  Colo¬ 
nel  Defpard  firft :  his  body  placed 
on  faw-duft,  and  his  head  on  a 
block*  After  his  coat  had  been 
taken  off,  his  head  was  fevered 
from  his  body,  by  perfons  engaged 
on  purpofe  to  perform  that  cere¬ 
mony.  1'he  executioner  then  took 
the  head  by  the  hair,  and  carrying 
it  to  the  edge  of  the  parapet,  on 
the  right  hand,  held  it  up  to  the 
view  of  the  populace,  3nd  exclaim- 
ed,  (i  This  is  the  head  of  a  traitor*-** 
Edward  Marcus  Defpard  !’’  The 
fame  ceremony  was  performed  at 
the  parapet  on  the  left  handk 
There  was  £)me  hooting  and  hif- 
fing  when  the  colonel’s  head  was 
exhibited.  His  body  was  now- put 
into  the  fheil  that  had  becd  pre¬ 
pared  for  it. 

The  other  prifoners  were  then 
cut  down,  their  heads  fevered  from 
Series,  *  L 
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their  bodies,  and  exhibited  to  the 
populace,  with  the  fame  exclama¬ 
tion  of — il  This  is  the  head  of  another 
traitor /”  The  bodies  were  then 
put  into  their  different  (hells,  to 
be  delivered  to  their  friends  for 


interment- 


The  execution  was  over  (hortly 
after  ten  o’clock,  and  the  populace 
foon  afterwards  difperfed  quietly  - 
There  was  not  the  lead  tendency  to 
riot  or  difturbance. 

Macnamara  was  50  years  of  age, 
born  in  Ireland;  by  trade  a  car¬ 


penter. 

Wood,  26  years  of  age,  born  in 
Derbyfhire a  foldier. 

Francis ,  23  years  of  age,  born 
in  Shroplhire ;  a  foldier  and  (hoe- 
maker. 

Broughton ,  26  years  of  age,  born 
i’n  London;  a  carpenter. 

Graham ,  5  3  years  of  age,  born 
in  London  ;  a  flater. 

Wratten ,  3.3  years  of  age,  place 
of  birth  not  known;  a  fhoemaker. 

They  were  all  married  men. 

Macnamara  hung  at  the  left  ex¬ 
tremity,  and  Colonel  Defpard  at 
the  right,  the  foldiers  next  to  him. 
This  was  the  order  : 


* 

c 

o 


pn3 

S-t 

c/> 

4-J 

fa 

QJ 

6 

’TO 

bQ 

■i-J 

dE 

a 

O 

O 

3 

O 

Sh 

K. 

fa 

P3 

& 

S 

cd 

o 


C3 

V-« 

s 

rt 

C3 

u 


*1 


TRIAL  OF  JEAN  PELTIER  FOR  A 
LIBEL  A  G  A  i  N ST  B  O'M  A  P  A  R T E  - 

COURT  OF  KING’S  BENCH ,Feb.  21. 

Sittings  before  Lord  Ellen  bo¬ 
rough,  and  a  Special  f  ury,  at 
if  ejimirfer  Hall. 

This  trial  excited  an  uncommon 


degree  of  in  tereft  and  curiofity.  A 
confiderabte  number  of  perfons,  and 
fome  of  the  fir#  diftindfion,.  were 
down  at  Weftminfter-hall  lono-  be- 

O 

fore  the  doors  were  opened ;  and 
fome  of  them  had  great  difficulty 
in  procuring  admiffion,  on  account 
of  the  great  crowd  that  early 
filled  the  court. 

Mr.  Abbot  opened  the  pleadings 
on  the  part  of  the  profecuticm  in 
the  following  manner  : 

u  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  this 
is  an  information  again#  the  pri- 
foner,  Jean  Peltier,  for  publifhing 
in  a  paper,  called  PAmbigu,  feveral 
libels  again#  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
who  was  at  the  time  of  the  faid 
publication,  and  is  now,  Fir#  Con- 
ful  and  Chief  Magiftrate  of  the 
French  Republic.  The  informa¬ 
tion  ftates,,  that  there  fubfifted  at 
the  time  of  fuch  publication,  and 
does  now  fubfift,  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  between  this  United  King¬ 
dom  and'  the  Republic  of  France  ; 
and  that  the  faid  libels  tend  not 
only  to  difturb  this  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  fo  happily  fubfifting  between 
the  faid  countries,  by  exciting  am- 
mofities,  jealemfies,  and  refent- 
ments,  but  direef Iv  tend  to  degrade 

•  •  y  C> 

and  villify  the  faid  Napoleon  Bo¬ 
naparte,  Fir#  Conful  and  Chief’ 
Magi#rate  of  the  French  Republic, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  French  nation, 
and  to  #ir  up  and  excite  perfons  in 
France,  to  a  (Tallin  ate  and  murder 
the  faid  Fir#  Conful.  The  Learn¬ 
ed  Counfel  then  read  the  tranfla- 
tions  of  the  different  libels  which 
were  the  fubjedl  of  this  profecu- 
tion-  The  fir#  was  in  the  form 
of  an  Ode  on  the  i'8th  Brumaire  ; 
the  fecond  was  alfo  in  verfe,  and 
entitled,  <s  The  Prayer  of  a  Good 
Patriot  on  the  14th  of  July,. 
1  So 2  •/*  the  third  was  a  long 

fpeecN 


*  147 


APPENDIX  xt>  THE  CHRONICLE. 


Speech,  fuppofed  to  have  been  de¬ 
livered  by  Lepidus  to  the  Romans 
on  the  didatorfhip  of  Sylla  :  thefe 
pieces  were  extremely  long.  The 
nrft  ode  contained,  among  many 
other  ftrong  paffages,  the  follow¬ 
ing — tf  O  eternal  difgrace  of 
France  !  When  Caefar  was  on 
the  rubicon,  he  wxis  oppofed  by 
the  fenate,  by  Pompey,  and  by 
Cato;  and,  though  viiftor  on  the 
plains  of  Pharfalia,  a  dagger  yet 
Remained  in  the  hands  of  the  lad 
of  the  Romans ;  but  Frenchmen 
receive  their  chains  without  a 
murmur. 5 *  It  alfo  contained  many 
other  ftrong  paffages,  calling  to 
the  French  nation  to  arm,  to 
march;  for  the  times  admitted  no 
delay.  The  fecond  libel,  entitled, 
ts  The  Prayer  of  a  good  Patriot 
on  the  14th  of  July,  1802,”  was 
alfo  in  verfe  ;  and,  after  affe&ing 
to  admire  the  fortune  of  Bonaparte, 
whom  it  describes  under  the  name 
of  the  Son  of  Letitia ,  concludes, 

I  do  not  envy  his  fortunes  ;  let 
him  be  named  Firft  Conftil  for 
life.  There  is  nothing  now  want¬ 
ing  to  him  but  the  feeptre  and  the 
crown;  let  him  have  them,  let 
him  be  elected  Emperor.  The 
ft  dry  of  Romulus  reminds  11s  of 
this  ;  and  I  wifh  his  apotheofis  may 
follow  on  the  morrow.”  The 
third  libel  was  dated  to  be  a  fpeech 
delivered  by  Lepidus  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  and  now  addreffed  to  the 
French,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  dic- 
tatorfhip.  In  this  long  oration, 
all  the  mifehief  which  happened 
in  the  cruel  di&atorfhip  of  Sylla, 
arc  applied  to  the  prefent  times  of 
France*  It  begins  in  this  man- 
her : — ((  I  hardly  conceive  that 
the  mildnefs  of  your  nature  and 
character  will  permit  you  to  give 
credit  to  the  various  atrocities  com¬ 


mitted  by  the  prefent  di&ator ;  it 
is  hot  only  you  who  fuller,  but 
your  children  yet  unborn  are  pro- 
{bribed,  perhaps  before  they  have 
feen  the  light.  And  was  it  for 
this  that  France  has  combated  Pruf- 
fia,  Ruffia,  Auftria,  and  all  Europe, 
to  furrender  her  fovereignty  and 
her  liberty  to  a  Corfican  rebel  ?” 

The  libels  were  of  prodigious 
length,  and  were  read  throughout 
by  Mr.  Abbot*  Perhaps  the  few 
paffages  that  we  have  now  fele&ed 
may  give  a  fufficient  idea  of  the 
complexiort  of  the  whole,  to  un- 
derftand  the  nature  and  objebl  of 
the  profecution.  To  tranflate  more 
of  the  offenfive  paffages  cannot  be 
heceffary,  and  might  not  be  pru¬ 
dent. 

Mr.  Attorney-General  opened 
the  profecution  nearly  as  follovVs  s 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  You 
are  now,  by  the  indictment  that 
has  been  read,  put  diftinbtly,  open¬ 
ly,  and  fully,  in  poffeffion  of  every 
information  on  the  fubjeft  on  which 
you  have  been  brought  here  to  de¬ 
cide.  The  cafe  is  Ample*  and  the 
queftion,  in  my  mind,  by  no  means 
difficult  to  be  tried.  It  will  be 
for  you  to  examine,  whether  or 
not  the  defendant  be  the  author  of 
thefe  publications,  and  whether  or 
not  the  profecution  be  rightly 
brought  forward  before  a  Britilh 
Jury,  and  in  a  Britilh  Court  of 
Juftice*  It  is  impoffible  not  to 
know,  that  confiderable  intereft 
and  curiofity  are  attached  to  this 
trial;  and  when  I  caft  my  eye 
about  the  court,  and  obferve  an 
attendance  fo  different  from  what 
ufually  graces  trials  in  courts  erf 
juftice,  I  feel  that  fueh  motives 
muft  have  operated  in  a  more  than 
ordinary  degree.  Many,  no  doubt, 
have  been  curious  to  hear  the  ob- 
*  L  z  fervations 
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Nervations  that  may  fail  from  me, 
in  conducting  the  prefent  profecu¬ 
tion.  Yet,  fofry  as  I  fhould  be 
to  difuppoifrt  fuch  an  aft'embly, 
the  courfe  which  duty  and  incli¬ 
nation  point  out  to  me  will  not  be 
likely  to  gratify  fuch  expectation. 
This  duty  and  inclination  confine 
me  to  the  dry  and  dull  trial  of  the 
intention  ;  for  the  law  will  de¬ 
termine  by  what  takes  place  in 
Court,  by  reafon,  by  Juft  ice,  whe¬ 
ther  a  publication  of  this  kind  can 
be  defended  as  innocent,  or  tole¬ 
rated  as  inoffenfive.  In  difcuffing 
thefe  queftions,  fo  notorious  and  fo 
recent,  there  can  neither  be  much 
inftrudtion  nor  amufement  ;  and  if 
•any  one  could  fuppofe  that  on  this, 
or  any  other  oecafion,  I  Ihould 
derogate  from  the  dignity  of  my 
public  duty,  or  fhrink  from  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  it,  he  will  be 
diiappointed.  Though  no  perfon 
can  entertain  a  higher  opinion 
than  I  do  of  the  abilities  and  ac¬ 
quirements  of  the  learned  Gen¬ 
tleman  who  is  to  lead  the  defence; 
though  no  perfon  be  more  unaf¬ 
fectedly  convinced  of  Ms  fplendid 
talents,  his  brilliant  imagination, 
his  cultivated  mind,  and  his  en¬ 
lightened  reafon ;  yet  I  doubt  if 
even  he  can  fatisfy  much  curiofity 
on  this  oecafion.  The  points  to 
be  confidered  are,  Whether  the 
defendant  be  the  author  of  the 
publication  or  not  ?  What  was 
the  intent  ion  of  publilhing  ?  What 
is  the  legal  character  of  guilt  or 
innocence  belonging  to  it  ?  Thefe 
queftions  are  the  only  points  at 
ilTue  between  us;  and  thefe  will 
afford  no  opportunity  of  displaying 
the  powers  of  imagination  and  rea¬ 
soning,  to  excite  intereft  or  gra- 
■  tify  curiofity;  lor  I  cannot  bring 
myfelf  to- fuppofe  that  the  learned 


Gentleman  would  fo  far  adopt  the 
fpirit  of  the  libel  as  to  make  his 
defence  a  republication  of  the 
fianderous  matter  that  it  contains  ; 
neither  can  I  be  perfuaded,  that  he 
could  have  been  inftrucied  by  his 
client  to  come  into  Court  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  the  proceedings 
here  a  vehicle  for  the  wider  diffe- 
mination  of  the  libel.  If  fuch 
were  his  intentions,  he  would  have 
a  vvide  and  abundant  field  to  ex¬ 
patiate  on.  Of  all  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  eventful  fadts  that  arofe 
out  of  the  late  extraordinary  re¬ 
volution,  that  which  originated  the 
prefent  Government  is  molt  fur- 
prifing.  Yet  if  no  other  confi- 
deratjons  than  thofe  ©f  an  ordi¬ 
nary  diferetion  were  to  influence 
his  management  of  the  defence, 
he  will  abftain  from  that  courfe 
which  may  exafperate  juftice, 
without  ferving  the  caufe  of  Ms 
client.  Oiferetion  alone  muft 
guard  againft  that.  What  is  it 
brings  me  here  in  the  difcharge  of 
a  public  duty  }  I  profecute  this 
libel  becaufe  it  endangers  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  this  country.  When 
the  queftion  fhall  a  rife  for  cor/- 
fideration  of  the  puni foment,  I 
appeal  to  my  learned  Friends,  if 
1  Mould  not  ill  difcharge  my  duty 
to  the  public,  to  the  honour  and 
c.haradler  of  the  law,  if  I  Ihould 
not  earneftly  prefs  the  confidera- 
tion,  that  proceedings,  which  had 
been  made  the  vehicle  of  defama¬ 
tion  and  Hander,  fhould  not  efcape 
in  a  Bririfti  Court  with  impunity, 
d  he  difappointment  of  curiofity 
is  no  part  of  the  bufinefs.  The 
prefent  profecution  is  to  fatisfy 
juftice,  and  to  fee  that  the  law  be 
not  difappointed.  Without  pre- 
vioufiy  troubling  you  with  ftating 
what  the  profecution  is,  I  fhall 
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date  to  you  what  it  is  not.  It  is 
not  a  work  containing  an  impartial 
account  of  the  tranfadlions  of  any 
given  period  ; — -it  is  not  an  hifto- 
rical  narration  of  events  in  a 
neighbouring  country,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  philofophical  reflections 
on  their  caufes  and  confequences  ; 
-—it  is  not  a  publication  whofe 
author,  even  approaching  to  li. 
centioufnefs,  had  dealt  in  fimple 
defamation  in  any  particular  in- 
ftance.  But  the  cafe  which  the 
prefent  profecution  brings  to  no¬ 
tice  was  conceived  originally  in 
libel  and  in  defamation.  Defama¬ 
tion  is  its  beft  objedl.  Its  further 
objedl  is,  to  excite  the  fubjedls  of 
the  firlt  Magiilrate  of  the  French 
Republic,  at  peace  with  this 
country,  to  deprive  him  of  his 
authority,  and  to  affaffinate  him. 
It  was  publifhed  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  traducing  and  defaming 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  Firft  Conful 
of  France,  and  of  exciting  the  ha¬ 
tred  of  the  fubjedls  of  this  country 
and  of  his  own  againft  him.  It 
tended  to  excite  affaffins  againft 
his  life,  and  to  difturb  the  peace 
exifting  between  the  Republic  and 
this  country.  Such  is  the  tendency 
by  which  it  is  charadlerifed  and 
was  publifhed.  Gentlemen,  I 
fnall  now  fay  a  few  words  on  the 
fubjedl  of  law  :  J  do  not  feel  my- 
felf  called  upon  to  define  to  what 
extent  the  fubjedls  of  one  country 
may  carry  their  obfervations  or 
ftridlurcs  on  the  adminiftration  of 
affairs  in  another.  But  I  have  no 
difficulty  in  aflerting,  that  a  pub¬ 
lication  like  the  prefent,  tending 
to  embroil  the  tranquillity  of  na¬ 
tions,  and  encouraging:  the  affaffi- 

•  r  o  Cj 

nation  of  one  who  is,  de  fattoy 
Magiilrate  ofFrance^  is  not 


more  oppofite  to  the  feelings  and 
fentiments  of  Englifhmen,  than  it 
is  libellous  and  illegal.  The 
fair  detail  of  -hiftory,  the  im¬ 
partial  recital  of  events,  the  un¬ 
prejudiced  account  of  tranfadlions. 
not  rendered  the  vehicle  ofdefama- 
mation,  is  not  the  fubjedl  of  infor¬ 
mation.  Defamation  conftitutes  ^ 
the  whole  of  this  publication  ;  and 
I  am  confident  no  Lawyer  will 
maintain  that  it  is  not  an  offence  of 
the  deepeft  die,  and  meriting  the 
fevereft  reprehenfion.  It  is  not 
poffible  that  there  can  be  any  diffi¬ 
culty  in  fupporting  the  proportion, 
that  fuch  an  offence  againft  the 
laws  of  the  country  ought  to  be 
feverely  punifhed.  The  profecu¬ 
tion  is  not  unprecedented.  In- 
ftances  of  the  fame  kind  occur  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  country.  I  fhall 
cite  you  two  :  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don  was  profecuted  for  a  libel 
againft  the  Queen  of  France.  J. 
Vint  v/as  accufed  and  convidied  of 
a  libel  againft  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia,  though  defended  by  my 
Honourable  Friend  not  now  pre¬ 
fent  ;  yet  the  libel  with  which  he 
was  charged  was  not  marked  by 
any  fuch  foul  and  hideous  features 
as  the  fubjedl  of  the  prefent  pro¬ 
fecution.  It  ftated  only,  “  that 
the  Emperor  was  rendering  hrm- 
felf  obnoxious  to  his  fubjeCts,  and 
ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  ; 
that  he  had  lately  palled  an  edidl, 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  tim¬ 
ber,  Sc c.  in  confequence  of  which 
one  hundred  velfels  returned  to 
this  country  without  a  freight. ,f 
This  had  no  tendency  to  excite 
rebellion,  to  provoke  affaffination, 
or  to  interrupt  the  relations  of 
amity  fubfifting  between  the  two 
countries:  yct;  being  charged  as 
*  k  3  Ua* 
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traducing  Ins  Imperial  Majefty, 
and  creating  danger,  the  publica¬ 
tion  was  found  libellous,  and  the 
author  convifted.  If  you  find, 
then,  that  upon  that  principle  and 
this  authority  that  crime  was 
punifhed  by  a  Britifh  Court  of 
Juftice,  it  will  only  be  neceffary 
for  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  libel  that  is  the  fubjeft  of 
the  prefect  profecut’.on.  It  is 
not  immaterial  to  obferve,  that 
two  of  thofe  charged  are  in  the 
iirft  number  of  the  “  Ambigu .” 
And  here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
recommend  to  your  notice  the 
frontifpiece  of  this  work.  It 
bears  a  Sphynx,  as  you  may  per¬ 
ceive,  with  a  variety  of  enig¬ 
matical  Egyptian  Figures,  of 
which  it  would  neither  be  eafy 
nor  of  confequence  to  difeover 
the  meaning.  There  is  one  cir- 
euraftance,  however,  which  is  de- 
cifive  of  the  object  of  the  pub¬ 
lication.  The  face  of  the  animal 
refembles  that  of  the  prints  which 
are  publicly  known  in  this  coun¬ 
try  to  be  intended  as  likeneffes 
of  Bonaparte,  Having  never  feen 
the  Firft  Conful,  I  cannot  po(L 
lively  affirm  that  it  is  a  fac  Jtmile 
of  his  countenance;  but,  as  it 
bears  a  finking  refemblance  to 
the  prints  that  are  faid  to  be  like 
him,  this  circumftance,  coupled 
with  the  matter  of  publication* 
can  leave  little  room  to  doubt, 
that  its  objeft  was  to  defame,  and 
render  him  vile  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world  in  general.  Two 
numbers,  the  firft  and  third  of 
the  u  Ambigu,”  are  fubjefts  of 
prosecution.  I  fhall  direct  your 
attention  firft  to  the  matter  of 
the  third.  The  title  of  it  is,  an 
Harangue  pfLepidus  againft  Sylla,, 


originally  Latin,  but  tranflatpd 
and  altered  fo  as  to  render  it 
applicable,  in  all  the  circumftances, 
to  Bonaparte.  It  begins  with 
ftating,  that  from  the  mild  cha- 
rafter  of  his  countrymen,  the 
writer  would  find  much  difficulty  ; 
that  lie  was  fearful  they  would  be 
more  inclined  to  obey  the  fenti- 
ment  that  reconciled  them  to  tran¬ 
quillity,  than  that  which  .would 
lead  them  to  revenge.  Here  the 
learned  Attorney  ftated,  that  as 
he  had,  to  fave  himfelf  the  pain 
of  going  through  the  whole  libel, 
procured  a  learned  Friend  to  read 
it  through,  he  would  not  follow 
him,  but  obferve  upon  the  mate¬ 
rial  parts  as  he  proceeded.  This 
libel  afferts,  that  they  had  in  vain 
maintained  a  glorious  conteft 
againft  Auftria,  Ruffia,  and  the 
Powers  of  Europe,  if  their  liber¬ 
ties  were  to  be  facrificed  to  the 
Corfican.  It  goes  on — u  and  now 
the  tyger  dares  to  call  himfelf 
the  founder  and  regenerator  of 
France,  poffeffing  himfelf  of  the 
fruit  of  their  labours,  as  of  a 
fpoil  taken  in  war.  There  have 
been  lifts  of  profeription,  banifh. 
ment  without  trial,  by  which, 
even  children  unborn  are  oppreffed. 
It  excites  them  to  rife,  to  march, 
to  regain  their  liberty,  and  feek 
revenge.  Bonaparte  has  no  longer 
any  cbjeft  of  ambition,  but  fecu- 
curicy.  His  Mamelukes,  having 
no  contaft  with  the  army,  nor 
fpeaking  the  language  of  France, 
are  ready  to  aft  as  mates,  cut¬ 
throats,  and  hangmen.  Every 
thing — juftice,  the  law,  the  fi¬ 
nances,  is  in  the  pofFeffion  of  the 
Defpot.  It  then  calls  upon  them 
to  avenge  their  wrongs  or  perifh 
with  glory,”  After  having  read 
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thefe  paffages,  the  learned  Attor¬ 
ney  called  the  attention  of  the 
Jury  to  the  two  libels  contained 
in  the  fir  ft  number  of  the  “  Am - 
bigu.”  The  libellous  matter  was 
there  contained  in  an  Ode,  or  Po¬ 
etical  Compofition.  It  fets  out 
with  reprefenting  all  nature  agita- 
tated  by  a  dreadful  tempeft,  and 
the  elements  themfelves  confound¬ 
ed.  It  then  avows  an  expecta¬ 
tion,  that  the  Heavens  were  at 
at  length  determined  to  avenge 
the  ambitious  attempt  of  a  fol- 
dier.  Having  made  the  excla¬ 
mation,  <(  O  too  vain  hope  of 
vengeance  !**  it  reprefen ts  the  Hea¬ 
vens  as  blind  or  cruel,  declaring, 
that  (C  whatever  ravages  the  thun¬ 
der  may  commit,  it  always  fpares 
tyrants ;  which  remark  it  illus¬ 
trates,  by  the  deftrudlion  of 
the  merchants’  velfels,  while  the 
Corfican’s  bark  bearing  the  for¬ 
tune  and  deli gns  ofC2efar,)efcapes.,, 
This  appeared  an  evident  aliufion 
to  the  Roman  Republic,  in  which 
Csefar  had  found  Pompey,  Cato, 
and  the  Senate,  againft  him. 
The  libel  then  proceeds  :  (t  But 
oh!  eternal  difgrace,  after  the 
victory  of  Pharfalia  there  Hill  re¬ 
mained  a  poniard  among  the  lad 
of  the  Romans !”  In  this  bom- 
foaftic  rhapfody  the  learned  Gen¬ 
tleman  contended,  that  no  other 
view  could  be  difeovered  than 
that  of  holding  out  an  example  of 
affaffination.  The  fecond  part 
contains  the  with  or  prayer  of  a 
good  Patriot.  This  wifh  def- 
cribes  the  fortune  of  Bonaparte, 
from  bis  leaving  Corfica,  follows 
him  flying  from  vidlory  to  vic¬ 
tory  in  Italy,  in  Egypt,  then  back 
to  France,  where  he  overthrows 


the  five  Tyrants,  is  chofen  Con- 
ful,  makes  and  unmakes  Kings, 
dictates  peace,  and  has  crowned 
heads  at  his  feet.  Far  from  envy¬ 
ing  his  lot,  it  wifhes  him  a  fuc- 
ceffor,  and  that  he  may  have  his 
Apotheofis  to-morrow.  This  is 
an  aliufion  to  the  fate  of  Romulus, 
who  was  affaffinated,  and  after¬ 
wards  deified,  to  extinguifh  the 
infamy  of  his  murderers.  Upon 
what  principle,  I  will  afk,  faid 
the  Attorney  General,  are  thofe 
examples  of  affaffination  recalled, 
if  not  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting 
the  fubjedfs  of  that  Chief  Magif- 
trate  to  rebellion  and  affaffination  ? 
Let  me  not  be  told  that  I  am  an 
enemy  to  the  Englifh  prefs,  when 
I  profecute  the  abufe  of  it ;  a  IF 
centioufnefs  that  would  bring  it 
into  diferedit,  infamy,  and  dif¬ 
grace.  I  will  put  to  your  breads, 
whether  fuch  a  publication  would 
conftitiite  a  crime  in  this  country; 
a  publication  fo  bale,  fo  difgrace- 
ful,  that  even  in  a  time  of  war  I 
fhould  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  it 
unj lift i liable.  We  were  then,  and 
are  happily  now',  at  peace  ;  and  the 
conduift  that  a  date  of  war  cannot 
fandtion,  mud;  be  criminal,  in  a 
high  degree,  in  peace.  Let  me 
not  be  told  of  charadfer.  The 
Fil'd  magiftrate  of  a  great  nation, 
no  matter  whether  delcended  from 
a  long  line  of  royal  anceftors,  or 
lately  raifed  from  the  abyfs  of 
obfeurity,  h  entitled  to  refpedt, 
and  fhould  be  treated  with  de¬ 
corum.  We  may  be  told, ,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  of  abufive  articles  in 
the  Mcniteur  :  lam  not  here 
to  vindicate  the  condudt  or  the 
publications-  of  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment,  or  its  Journalifts.  If 
*  L  4  there 


.( 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


there  be  any  feelings  in  another 
country  that  can  reconcile  fnch 
vile  calumnies,  let  them  have 
the  benefit,  but  let  us  not  have 
the  difgrace.” 

The  evidence  was  then  called  in 
fupport  of  the  profecution;  which 
confided  merely  of  proving  the 
publication  of  the  two  papers,  at 
the  defire,  and  by  the  requeil:,  of 
the  defendant  Mr.  Peltier,  by  Mr. 
De  BofFe,  againft  whom  an  infor¬ 
mation  was  alfo  filed  ;  but  he  fuf- 
ferred  judgment  to  pafs  by  de¬ 
fault. 

An  Interpreter  read  the  whole 
of  the  original,  and  then  verified 
an  Englilh  ttanflation;  and  alfo,  at 
the  requeil  ef  the  defendant’s 
Counfel,  read  a  number  of  extracts 
out  of  the  ((  AmbigUy  ”  that  were 
not  included  in  the  information ; 
which  they  faid  was  neceffary,  in 
order  to  give  to  the  Jury  the 
whole  context  of  the  publication. 

All  the  readings,  both  French 
and  Englilh,  being  concluded,  the 
cafe  for  the  profecution  clofed. 

Mr.  Mackintofh  then  rofe,  and 
addrefled  the  Jury  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  for  nearly  three 
hours ;  but  the  fubftance  of  his 
fpeech  was  as  follows : 

if  My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Jury,  the  time  is  now  come  for 
me  to  addrefs  you  ;  but  I  mull  con- 
fefs  I  feel  rayfelf  unworthy  of  thofe 
high  eulogiums  which  the  kind- 
nefs  of  my  learned  Friend  has  been 
pleafed  to  befiow  upon  me  ;  but  he 
has  done  me  but  juftice,  when  he 
fuppofed  that  I  would  not  proftitute 
whatever  fmall  talents  I  may  pof- 
fefs,  fo  Tar  as  to  lend  myfelf  out  to 
anfwer  the  ends  of  a  faction,  or  to 
defend  my  client  on  any  principles 
phat  are  inconfiftent  with  the  ho¬ 


nour  of  the  profc-liion  to  which  I 
belong:  I  do  not  mean  to  juftify 
him  from  the  example  of  the  Mont - 
teury  or  any  other  foreign  Jour-, 
nal ;  I  do  not  mean  to  contend, 
that  an  indefinite  liberty  is  to  be 
allowed  even  with  refpecl  to  po« 
litical  difcuffion,  much  lefs  would 
I  pretend  to  juftify  any  exprefilons 
which  could  be  fairly  conftrued  as 
tending  to  provoke  ajfafji nation.  In 
profefiing  this,  I  cannot  claim  the 
leaft  merit  to  myfelf ;  my  feelings 
are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  all  who 
hear  me;  and  I  believe  there  is  no 
one  who  wears  the  gown  of  our 
profefiion  that  would  fo  difgrace  it 
as  to  defend  the  principle  of  any 
libel  provoking  to  afifaffination. 
If  there  are  any  libels  in  foreign 
Journals  which  more  than  others 
call  forth  the  indignation  of  every 
Britifh  reader,  it  is  thofe  libels 
which  do  not  hefitate  to  charge 
the  Britifh  Nation  with  feeUno-s 

O 

that  cannot  enter  into  a  Britifh. 
bofom.  Such  a  libel,  for  inftance, 
as  in  a  very  recent  Moniteur charged 
a  diftinguifhed  Britifh  Officer  (Ge¬ 
neral  Stuart)  with  provoking  to 
affaifination.  Such  libels  as  have 
been  thrown  out  againft  our  gra.. 
cious  Sovereign,  a  Prince  who, 
through  a  long  and  tumultuous 
reign  of  fopty- three  years,  has 
ever  pxeferved  a  blamelefs  and 
amiable  career  pf  private  life ; 
when  againft  a  Prince  fo  refpe&ed 
and  fo  beloved,  we  read  in  the 
Moniteur .  that  if  the  afiaflination 

r 

of  Bonaparte  had  taken  place  in 
France,  the  afTaftin  would  have 
been  rewarded  with  the  Order  of 
the  Garter ,  what  Britifh  bofom 
does  not  feel  indignant  at  fo  foul 
a  calumny,  fo  atrocious  a  libel  ? 
What  J  can  that  illuftrious  Order, 
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l-ndituted  by  our  firlt  Edwards, 
in  the  days  of  the  battles  of 
CrefTy  and  Poitiers,  be  polluted 
by  an  affociation  with  murderers  ? 
'Shall  that  unfullied  Garter,  which 
has  been  hitherto  the  proud  dif- 
tin&ion  of  what  is  mod  noble 
and  mod  valued  in  our  nation, 
ferve  to  adorn  the  perfon  of  an 
affaffin  ?  And  is  it  our  amiable 
and  virtuous  Sovereign  that  is  to 
give  the  Ribbon  of  this  Order  to 
a  cut-throat  and  an  affaffin,  and 
affix  the  liar  of  honour  on  the 
bread  of  infamy  ?  Were  1  to 
purfue  thefe  obfervations,  it  might 
lead  our  minds  fomewhat  from 
that  even  temper  in  which  we 
ihould  weigh  the  defence  againd 
the  accufation  ;  I  lhall  therefore 
proceed  diredly,  and  as  Ihortly 
as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  al¬ 
low  me,  to  'date  for  my  client 
that  defence  which  feems  to  grow 
out  of  the  circumdances  of  the 
cafe.  The  real  profecutor  in  this 
cafe  is  the'  Mader  of  she  greated 
Empire  the  world  ever  faw.  We 
cannot  believe  but  it  was  from 
his  fuggedions  that  this  profe- 
cution  originated.  The  defen¬ 
dant,  John  Peltier,  is  a  poor, 
profcribed  exile,  a  French  Roy¬ 
al  id,  one  of  thofe  unfortunate 
men  who  have  furvived  the  Ih ip- 
wreck  of  their  fortunes  and  of 
their  country,  but  who  dill  can¬ 
not  be  perfuaded  to  give  up  all 
principles  which  they  had  learned 
in  early  liie.  It  is  true,  that 
many  of  thefe  unfortunate  emi¬ 
grants  have  been  allowed  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  native  land,  on  the 
condition  of  paying  an  implicit 
allegiance  to  the  Fird  Conful. 
There  dill  remain  a  handful, 
which,  whether  rightly  or  fool- 
ifely  cannot  bring  themfejves  to 
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pay  this  allegiance  that  their 
hearts  difclaim.  Among  this 
number  is  John  Peltier.  He  had 
cultivated  literature  much  in  his 
youth,  and  in  his  exile ;  after 
the  lofs  of  his  fortune  he  made  it 
his  profeffion,  and  his  means  of 
livelihood.  He  had  fet  up  a  little 
obfcure  Journal  in  London,  which 
ferved  to  lolace  the  miferies  of  his 
fellow-exiles,  by  affording  a  va¬ 
riety  of  mifceilaneous  reading, 
and,  among  other  things,  political 
mifceilanies,  which  were  peculiarly 
intereding  to  that  ill-fated  clafs  ; 
but  in  this  avocation  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  offend  the  Mailer 
of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  ani 
he  is  now  under  profecution.  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Jury,  he  Hands  now 
on  the  only  fpot  in  this  earth 
where,  by  the  judice  of  our  laws, 
he  can  be  on  an  equality  with  his 
powerful  profecutor ;  he  fees  that 
light  which  is  the  mod  pleating  to 
accufed  innocence,  the  honed 
countenance  of  a  Britifh  Jury. 
Here  then,  in  this  only  afylum 
which  remains  for  perfecuted  in¬ 
nocence,  1  donot  fear  todefend  him; 
and  if  I  can  fucceed  in  convincing 
you  that  the  publications  were  not 
written  in  the  fpirit  in  which 
they  have  been  alledged  to  have 
been  written,  and  that  they  have 
not  that  tendency,  I  am  convinced 
you  will,  without  confidering  the 
rank  orpower  of  the  profecutor,find 
my  client  not  guilty.  I  fhall  now, 
Gentlemen,  fubmit  to  your  at¬ 
tention  fome  obfervations  on  the 
publications  in  quedion,  which 
I  trud  will  induce  you  to  confider 
them  in  a  light  very  different 
from  what  they  might  appear  to 
you  without  the  context.  As  to 
the  ProfpeftuS)  I  think  the  lad 
part  of  it,  which  has  been  read  as 

ex- 
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explaining  the  intentions  of  the 
author,  is  by  no  means  fo  full  and 
explicit  as  in  the  beginning  of  the 
TrofpeHnS)  which  declares  the  ob- 
ieft  of  this  new  work  to  be  mer.elv 

j-  j 

a  collector)  of  mifcelianies  of  every 
fort;  .and  the  work  it  fell  feems 
to  confirm  the  ftatement  of  this 
Tmfpeftus ;  for,  excepting  thofe 
three  political  pieces  which  are  the 
fubjedt  of  this  profecution,  all  the 
re  it  cf  the  work  was  purely  mif- 
eelkaneous.  And  as  to  thefe  works 
themfelves,  I  mean  to  juftify  them 
on  this  principle,  that  they  were 
not  the  compofitlons  of  Peltier, 
but  merely  the  republications  'of 
what  had  circulation  before,  and 
of  which  he  only  made  a  felection 
for  his  readers.  I  am  convinced 
that  the  Attorney-General  will 
fee  and  confefs  the  wide  difference 
there  is  between  an  original  pub¬ 
lication  and  a  republication  of  what 
was  before  in  circulation.  For 
infiance,  the  English,  papers  copied 
the  groffeft  libels  from  the  French 
papers;  but  they  were  never 
profecuted  on  that  account,  hc- 
caufe  there  was  no  libellous  in¬ 
tention  in  thofe  who  republifhed 
them  ;  but  rather,  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  their  with,  by  expofing  the 
malignity  of  our  then  enemy,  to 
unite  the  people  of  this  country 
the  elofer,  to  refill  any  foreign 
aggrdfion  :  if,  therefore,  he  could 
prove  that  this  was  merely  a  re- 
publication,  it  would  come  with¬ 
in  that  principle.  To  prove  this 
‘there  was  pretty  ftrong  internal 
evidence.  Peltier  was  known  to 
be  a  Royalift.  Were  thofe  pieces 
of  a  'Royalift  ftamp  ?  Nothing  like 
it.  As  to  the  Ode  which  was 
introduced  in  his  journal  as  the 
reputed  work  of  Chenier,  had  it 
not  every  ‘appearance  of  his  Ja¬ 


cobin  pen  ?  Was  there  a  fenti* 
ment  of  a  Pvoyalift  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  to  the  end  of  it  ?  As  to 
the  fecond  copy  of  verfes,  which 
were  inferted  as  coming  from 
the  pen  of  a  Dutchman,  what  was 
more  likely  than  that  a  Dutch¬ 
man  fhouid  feel  indignant  at  the 
oppreffion  of  his  country,  and  write 
verfes  againft  him  whom  he  con- 
fidered  as  the  principal  caufe  of  it  ? 
As  to  the  conftrudtion  on  the 
word  apotheojis  he  thought  it  was 
overftrained  when  fuppofed  to  im-, 
ply  aflaffination  ;  for  it  was  well 
known,  that  though  the  apotheojis 
of  Romulus  might  have  taken  place 
after  his  death,  yet  that  Auguftus, 
Tiberius,  and  even  Nero  and  Ca¬ 
ligula,  were  worfhipped  as  gods 
during  their  lives.  On  this  fub- 
jebf  he  could  remind  them  of  the 
remarkable  paiTage — 

Praefens  divus  Cssfar  habebitur 

Adjundtis  Britannis  imperio. 

He  trufted,  however,  that  no  mo¬ 
dern  Caefar  would  ever  elevate 
himfelf  to  divine  honours  by  ad¬ 
ding  Britain  to  his  empire.  The 
labours  of  Hercules  would  be  IRht 

O 

compared  to  fuch  a  talk.  As  to 
the  long  paper  given  as  the  ha¬ 
rangue  ot  Lepidus  to  the  Rorntms, 
he  did  not  fee  that  it  was,  in  it- 
fei f,  fo  criminal  as  it  had  been 
reprefen  ted.  It  is  not  every  one 
who  talks  of  Brutus  with  applaufe, 
that  is,  on  that  account,  to  be  fup¬ 
pofed  to  provoke  afiaftination.  But 
he  muft  recal  to  the  jury  the  man- 
net  in  which  this  article  was  in¬ 
fer  ted  in  Peltier’s  Journal:  it  was 
{fated  as  the  paper  upon  which 
Camille  Jourdan  (one  of  the  moil 
enlightened  and  beft  men  in  Eu¬ 
rope)  was  arrefted.  This  paper, 
it  was  mentioned,  was  thrown  by 
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one  of  Fouche's  fpies  among 
Camille's  papers,  in  order  for  a 
pretext  to  throw  him  into  prifon.  Is 
that  improbable  ?  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury, we  are  notnow  trying  thecha- 
rafter  of  Fouche  ;  but  if  we  were, 
I  fhonld  fhew  you  that  it  was  not 
improbable  that  he  fhould  fo  tuft. 
I  have  in  my  hand  letters  of  Ci¬ 
tizen  Fouche  ;  one  of  them  is  from 
Lyons,  in  which  he  laments  that 
the  deftruftion  of  that  city  went 
on  fo  {lowly.  He  faid,  i(  Kings 
punifhed  (lowly,  becaufc  they  were 
feeble  ;  but  the  anger  of  Repub¬ 
licans  fhould  be  as  prompt  as  their 
will ;  they  fhould  annihilate  their 
enemies,  and  never  fpare  the  tears 
of  repentance."  He  concluded  by 
mentioning,  i(  that  he  would 
fpring  a  mine  which  fhould  at 
once  deftroy  that  guilty  city 
and  yet  this  man  had  afterwards 
the  effrontery  to  lay  to  the  En- 
glifh  the  charge  of  having  deftroyed 
Lyons.  Is  it  then  improbable 
that  fach  a  perfon  as  Fouche  fhould 
have  praftifed  this  infamous  trick, 
and  got  fuch  a  paper  as  this  flipt 
among  the  papers  of  Camille  four- 
dan,  for  the  purpofe  of  having 
him  arrefted  and  thrown  into  pri¬ 
fon  ?  As  to  the  internal  evidence, 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  have  al¬ 
ready  told  you,  that  there  is  not  a 
line-in  all  thefe  publications  which 
contains  a  Royalift  fentiment  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  furioufly 
Jacobinical.  Does  any  body  fuf- 
peft  Peltier  of  being  a  Jacobin  ? 
Certainly  not.  Whenever  anger 
is  expreffed  in  thefe  pieces  againft 
Bonaparte,  it  is  for  overturning 
the  Direftory.  Is  that  like  the 
rage  of  a  Royalift  or  a  Jacobin? 
And  is  it  not,  then,  more  likely 
that  thefe  articles  were  really  the 
productions  of  thofe  they  are  aU 


tributed  to,  Chenier,  Fouche,  &c.r 
In  that  cafe,  Peltier  is  not  to  be 
confklered  as  the  author,  but  as  a 
perfon  who,  with  innocent  mo¬ 
tives,  reprinted  them  in  a  mifcel- 
laneous  work,  for  the  amufement 
of  the  fmall  circle  of  his  readers. 
Tlx;  circulation  of  the  Ambigu ’* 

could  not  be  intended  to  be  among 
Englishmen,  as  it  is  written  in 
French ,  nor  in  France,  for  Bona¬ 
parte  knows  effeftually  how  to 
prohibit  the  entry  of  fuch  articles 
into  his  dominions.  Having  now 
endeavoured  to  prove  to  you,  that 
it  is  not  probable  that  Peltier  was 
the  author  or  original  publifher  of 
thofe  works,  or  that  he  at  all 
wifhed  to  inculcate  the  Jacobin 
principles  'they  contain,  I  muft 
warn  you  of  the  immenfe  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  free  difeuffion  of  po¬ 
litical  events.  If  at  all  times  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  was  dear  to 
Englishmen,  it  fhould  be  more 
peculiarly  dear  now  that  it  is  the 
the  only  free  prefs  in  the  world. 
Gentlemen,  I  confider  this  as  the 
fir  ft  conteft  between  the  greateft 
Power  on  earth  and  the  Britifh 
free  prefs ;  the  only  one  now  re¬ 
maining.  That  it  is  fo  is  a’  me¬ 
lancholy  refteftion  to  the  friends 
of  human  nature.  Till  that  great 
earthquake,  occafioned  by  the 
French  revolution,  had  fwallowed 
up  the  preffes  of  the  Continent, 
there  had,  by  the  indulgence  of 
the  larger  Powers,  exifted  many 
States  in  which  a  free  prefs  had 
been  tolerated.  This  was  the 
cafe  in  Holland,  Switzerland,  and 
the  free  towns  of  Germany. 
Holland,  and  Switzerland,  are 
no  more,  and  fifty  of  the  Ger¬ 
manic  free  States  have  been  erafed 
from  the  map  by  a  dafh  of  the  pen. 
Thefe  States  I  confider  as  a  very 

in- 
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inferring  part  of  the  ancient  fyf- 
tero.  Great  nations  cannot  exift 
without  confidering  their  military 
fyftem,  hut  final  1  Staffs  are  obliged 
to  devote  themfelves  to  induftry 
and  the  arts  of  peace;  and  they 
form  a  kind  of  controui  over  the 
fuperior  ones ;  for  no  depravity 
can  fo  link  any  man  in  his  own 
efteem,  as  to  render  him  regardlefs 
of  the  opinion  of  the  world.  The 
imdifturbed  repofe  which  the  States 
I  have  referred  to-  were  buffered 
to  enjoy,  enabled  them  to  become 
models  atteftipg  the  civilization  to 
which  Chriltian  Europe  had  reached. 
Nothing  fo  much  proved  the  civi¬ 
lization  of  the  Continent  at  the  pe¬ 
riod  I  refer  to,  as  the  freedom  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  little  republic  of  Ge¬ 
noa.  It  wa-s  fufFered  to  remain 
ondiftorbed  and  unthreatened,  ■ 
while  fur  rounded  by  myriads  of  the 
armies  of  France.  All  this  is  now 
paft  and  gone.  What  the  new 
fyftem  is  to  be  is  not  for  me  to 
conjecture  ;  but  I  am  perfectly 
convinced  that  the  arbitrary  vio¬ 
lence  of  ambitious  monarchs  has 
been  checked  by  the  dread  of  the 
opinion  of  the  impartial  audience 
form' d  among  the  fmaller  States, 
and  in  which  no  fooner  were  any 
acts  of  oppreiSon  known  than  a 
thoi  fund  preftes  were  fet  to  work 
to  communicate  them  to  the  world. 
At  prefen t  there  is  not  fuch  a  thing 
as  a  free  prefs  from  Palermo  to 
Hamburgh :  not  one  afylum  for 
the  liberty  of  difeuffton  remains — 
no  public-  voice,  the  expreffion  of 
which  can  controui  the  defpotic 
attempts  of  arbitrary  tyrants. 
Happily,  however,  thofe  prelfes 
are  ftill  fccure  which  are  protected 
by  the  Britifh  Government,  and 
by  the  valour  of  Englifhmen.  The 
ancient  fabric,  raffed  by  our  an¬ 


cestors,  ftill  endures ;  though  fur, 

rounded  with  ruins,  it  ftands  folid 

and  unfhaken.  Gentlemen  of  the 
* 

Jury,  to  lhew  you  of  what  im¬ 
portance  our  anceftors  always  held 
this  privilege,  I  fhall  trace  a  little 
the  origin  of  it.  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  was  the  ftrft  who  eftablifhed 
a  newfpaper  in  England ;  (he  did 
fo  at  the  time  of  the  Spanifh  Ar¬ 
mada,  when  it  was  necefiary  to 
prefer ve  high  the  tone  and  fpirit 
of  the  people.  In  Cromwell’s 
Ufurpation,  the  freedom  of  the 
prefs  was  prote&ed  by  Britifh  Ju¬ 
ries,  and  Cromwell’s  Attorney- 
General  was  twice  defeated  in  this 
Court.  In  Charles  the  Second’s 
days,  though  the  times  were  cor¬ 
rupt  and  profligate  yet  the  prefs 
was  fafe ;  and  in  the  days  of  the 
Revolution,  and  ever  iince,  it  has 
been  held  one  of  the  deareft  pri¬ 
vileges  of  Englifhmen.  In  latter 
times  we  can  fpeak  more  pofitively, 
from  our  own  experience,  on  tins 
very  point.  In  that  firft  grand 
breach  of  the  focial  fyftem  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  that  national  robbery,  called 
the  ftrft  partition  of  Poland,  did  not 
the  Englifh  papers  vent  theftrongeft 
feelings  of  indignation  ?  Catherine 
and  Frederic  were  not  treated  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  rank,  but  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  crime  in  which 
they  had  partaken.  We  were 
then  at  peace  and  amity  with  Ruf- 
fia  and  Pruftia;  and  yet  the  At¬ 
torney-General  of  the  day  never 
thought  of  profecuting  the  Editors 
and  Publifhers  of  thofe  papers.  In 
the  fecond  partition  of  Poland,  too, 
the  Britifh  prefs  expreffed  the  ho- 
neft  indignation  of  the  country ; 
and  it  is  well,  not  only  for  this 
country,  but  for  the  focial  order  of 
Europe  in  general,  that  it  fhould 
be  fo?  However  formidable  3 

Sovereign’;; 
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Sovereign’s  military  eftablilhment 
may  be  ;  however  great  his  power 
and  extenfive  his  iway  ;  Hill  the 
feelings  of  human  nature  compel 
him  to  wilh  for  the  approbation  of 
his  fellow-men,  and  bring  him  to 
tke  bar  of  the  tribunal  of  public 
opinion.  Newfpapers,  I  am  aware, 
are  not  very  popular  in  this  place, 
nor  is  it  very  furprifing,  becaufe 
they  appear  in  this  place  only  to 
be  checked  for  their  faults.  With 
all  their  faults,  however,  their  in- 
creafed  circulation  is  a  proof  of  the 
increafmg  curiofity  and  defire  of 
knowledge  in  this  country,  of 
which  they  are  at  once  the  caufe 
and  effeff.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
better  to  treat  thofe  engaged  in 
this  difficult  employment  with  a 
little  more  indulgence,  in  order  to 
teach  them  that  feif-refpeff.  which 
is  the  bell:  way  to  lead  men  to 
cultivate  that  of  others.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  however,  every  thing 
that  increafes  the  number  of  thofe 
who  take  an  intereft,  and  exercife 
a  judgment,  in  public  affairs,  is, 
in  effeff,  to  increafe  the  real  de¬ 
mocracy  of  a  country,  much  more 
than  thofe  forms  to  which  fome 
people  are  fo  much  attached.  If 
it  be  important  that  the  public 
mind  fhould  be  fortified  againft 
the  defign  of  foreign  power,  it  is 
fit  that  the  difcuffion  mofc  calcu¬ 
lated  to  diffeminate  a  public 
fpirit  fhould  be  encouraged.  Upon 
every  occafton  in  which  the  public 
opinion  of  this  country  could  be 
difplayed  refpeffing  foreign  affairs, 
it  has  been  uniformly  given,  and 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  re- 
prefs  it.  From  the  feizure  of 
Corfica  down  to  the  different  parti¬ 
tions  of  Poland,  the  public  fenti- 
ment  of  England  has  moft  ftrongly 
been  expreffed  againft  fuch  un¬ 


warrantable  robberies.  Next  fol¬ 
lowed  an  event,  in  companion  of 
which  the  atrocity  of  preceding 
fpoilations  become  trivial.  Swit¬ 
zerland,  a  country  for  three  hun¬ 
dred  years  the  abode  of  peace  ;  a 
country,  as  it  were,  raifed  above 
the  florins  of  political  events  ;  a 
country  boafling  of  a  gallant  and 
difeiplined  army,  without  ever 
attacking  its  neighbours,  rick 
without  impofing  taxes,-  till  its 
riches  tempt  the  fpoiler,  and  be¬ 
come  a  caufe  of  its  ruin.  Swit¬ 
zerland  is  doomed  to  fall  under 
the  impofing  ravages  of  the  French, 
revolution.  Had  fuch  an  event 
taken  place  in  times  of  peace, 
would  it  have  been  neceffary  for 
the  public  of  this  country  to  ftifte 
the  voice  of  fympathy  and  for  row, 
for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  the 
ruthlefs  tyrants  ?  Had  Alois  Re¬ 
ding,  a  name  worthy  to  compare 
with  the  firfl  of  names,  for  true 
iimplicity  of  virtue  and  unaffeffed 
magnanimity  of  character  ?  had 
Alois  Reding,  who,  with  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  peafants,  defeated  the  con¬ 
querors  of  Europe  on  the  foil 
where,  three  hundred  years  before, 
their  anceftors  fought  the  oppref. 
fors  of  their  liberty,  fought  as 
afylum  in  England,  at t raffed  by 
the  renown  of  this  mighty  Em¬ 
pire  ;  would  my  learned  Friend 
have  told  him,  that  he  moft  con¬ 
ceal  his  tears,  and  breathe  low 
his  ftghs,  for  the  ruin  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  left  his  potent  enemy  fticndd 
drive  him  from  his  afylum,  .or 
lead  him  into  Court,  the  viffira 
of  pro-fecution  ?”  J  am  fure  that 
no  Englishman  could  think  with, 
patience  of  fuch  an  ignominy  and 
fure  I  am  that  my  learned  Friend 
has  a  heart  too  thoroughly  En-* 
glifh  to  brook  fuch  difgrace.  Had 
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we  been  -a t  peace  between  1792 
and  1794,  could  an  Englifh  Court 
or  an  Englifh  Jury  have  been  cal¬ 
led  upon  to  p  rot  eft  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  a  Robefp.ierre,  Preftdent  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  of  his 
friend  Marat  ;  of  a  Carrier,  his 
agent,  who  drowned  2,000  Priefts 
in  the  Loire-,  and  caufed  600  chil¬ 
dren,  under  fourteen/to  be  fhor  by 
the  foldiery  ?  Could  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  been  ccilied  upon  to  pro¬ 
tect,  becaufe  they  were  in  place, 
thofe  butchers  who  perpetrated, 
within  that  period  of  two  years, 
atrocities  which,  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  mankind,  are  generally 
under-rated,  not  exaggerated  ? 
Atrocities  fo  prodigious  as  to 
compel  the  mind  to  feek  refuge  in 
fcepticifm ;  and  which,  but  half 
believed,  are  now  but  half  remem¬ 
bered.  But  I  cannot,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  my  own  feelings,  or  the 
refpeft  I  bear  my  learned  Friend, 
purfue  this  train  of  interrogation. 
Had  fuch  things  taken  place,  the 
courage  of  our  Courts,  and  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  our  juries,  had  been  our 
only  refource.  All  would  have 
been  loll,  but  the  unextinguifhable 
fpirit  of  an  Englifh  Jury.  To 
conclude—  I  truft  that  on  this,  as 
on  all  former  occafions,  the  fub- 
ducd  fpirit  of  the  country  will  ap¬ 
pear.  All  I  afk  is,  a  favourable 
conftruftion  for  what  may  appear 
ambiguous/ ’ 

The  A  t  torn  ey  -  Gene  ral . — (  i  G  en  - 
t'lemen,  you  have  heard  a  fpeech 
full  of  moft  fplendid  eloquence,  and 
mod:  wonderful  ingenuity.  No¬ 
thing,  of  which  the  fuhjeft  is  capa¬ 
ble,  has  been  neglefted  by  my 
learned  Friend,  to  give  weight  to 
his  argument.  It  is  now  my  duty, 
with  far  feebler  powers,  to  make 
fome  remarks  upon  that  torrent  of 
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almoft  irrefiftible  eloquence.  M f 
learned  Friend  has  faid,  the  Chief 
M  a  gift  rate  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  is  the  profecutor  in  thepre. 
fent  libel.  This  I  am  authorifed 
to  deny.  It  is  not  the  Chief  Ma- 
giftrate  of  France  that  now  comes: 
forwards  in  order  to  vindicate  his 
character,  and  to  claim  the  pro- 
t  eft  ion  of  a  Britiih  jury,  againft 
thofe  papers  which  feem  to  be 
publifhed  with  a  view  to  endanger' 
his  perfon,  and  to  procure  "his  aflaf- 
fination. — No !  It  is  the  Chief 
Magiftrate  of  this  country,  feebly 
reprefented  by  the  perfon  now- 
before  you,  who  appears,  to  en¬ 
force  the  law-s  of  the  realm  againft 
a  publication,  the  obvious  tendency 
of  which  is  to  encourage  aflaflina- 
tion,  and  difturb  the  good  under- 
Handing:  that  at  this  moment  exifts 
between  this  and  a  neighbouring 
country.  My  learned  Friend,  has 
in  the  courfe  of  his  addrefs,  put 
feveral  queftions  to  me,  which  I 
feel  no  difficulty  in  anfwering.  In 
Hating  the  freedom  and  boldnefs  of 
difcuflion  which  in  every  period 
of  its  hiftory  has  diftinguifhed  this 
country-,  he  afks  me,  what  I  would 
have  done  with  re  foe  ft  to  the  un¬ 
daunted  fpirit  and  fearlefs  intre¬ 
pidity  with  which  the  Britifh  Prefs 
has  never  failed  to  exhibit,  in  their 
proper  colours,  the  aftions  of  ty¬ 
rants  and  villains,  whether  foreign 
or  domeftic  ?  My  learned  Friend 
has  done  me  but  juftice,  when  he 
has  affqmed,  that  my  fentiments- 
upon  this  fubjeft  are  thofe  which 
he,  and  every,  honourable  man/ 
will  feel  with  refpeft  to  matters  of 
that  defcription.  No  man  is  more 
a  friend  to  freedom  of  difcuffion, 
and  the  real  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
than  I  am.  My  learned  Friend 
proceeds  to  x. k,  what  I  would 

have 
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have  done  with  regard  to  the  terms 
in  which  the  firft  Englifh  newf- 
paper  that  was  publifhed  in  the 
reign  of  the  glorious  Oueen  Eli- 
zabeth,  cenfured  the  tyrant  who 
at  that  time  threatened  the  li¬ 
berties  of  Europe  ?  what  I  would 
have  done  in  regard  to  the  ftrong 
and  manly  language  in  which  the 
Britifh  prints  attacked  the  am¬ 
bitious  and  vain  Louis  the  Four¬ 
teenth  ?  In  fine,  what  I  would 
d o,  with  regard  to  that  feeling 
and  energetic  manner  in  which 
the  atrocious  crimes  of  the  frantic 
,  -Democrats  of  France  were  re- 
prefented  in  public,  and  fubmitted 
to  the  fympathetic  feelings  of  our 
countrymen  ;  the  glowing  expref- 
fions  in  which  the  maflacre  of 
Toulon  and  Lyons  ;  the  invafion 
©f  the  unoffending,  and  formerly 
happy  Switzerland,  and  a  long; 
leries  of  crimes  were  held  up  to 
the  indignation  and  abhorrence  of 
generous  Britons  ?  By  way  of  an- 
fwer  to  thefe  queftions,  I  a  Ik,  what 
did  I  do  ?  Did  I  feem  eager  to 
come  forward  to  folicit  your  ver- 
ditfl  againft  the  authors  of  free 
and  bold  declamation  ?  No.  Even 
though  the  prints  of  this  country 
were  not,  perhaps,  always  diflin- 
guifhed  for  candour  and  impartia¬ 
lity  ;  though  the  bounds  of  pru¬ 
dence  and  moderation  might  have 
been  fometimes  overleapt ;  yet  I 
reflected  that  the  paflions  of  man-, 
kind  were  aroufed  by  ftrange,  and 
almoft  unparalleled  crimes,  and 
therefore  that  imflammatory  lan¬ 
guage  was  palliated,  if  not  excufed 
in  difcufling  thofc  fa bj eels.  I  was 
aware  ol  the  delicacy  with  which 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ought  to 
be  touched  ;  and  therefore,  unlefs 
In  cafes  where  this  liberty  has  been 
fcaud aloully  abufed,  as  in  the  pre- 
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fent  inftance,  I  have  never  been 
anxious  to  difeover  libellous  mat¬ 
ter  in  any  publication.  I  refer 
my  learned  Friend  to  the  fa 61  • 
and  this,  I  apprehend,  is  the  befh 
anfwer  to  his  interrogatories  that 
can  poffibly  be  given.  1  You  have 
heard,  Gentlemen,  a  great  deal 
about  the  independence  and  intre¬ 
pidity  that  has  always  diftinguifhed 
Britifh  Juries.  Juries,  the  bul¬ 
wark  of  the  Conilitution  ;  the 
glorious  and  immoveable  palladium 
of  our  liberties  !  My  learned 
friend  here  gave  full  fcope  to  the 
energy  ot  his  eloquence,  and  in¬ 
geniously  endeavoured  to  imprefs 
upon  your  minds,  that  he  was  com¬ 
bating  the  principles  and  arguments 
which  I  advanced.  But,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  I  aver,  that  the  princi¬ 
ples  and  fentiments  which  he, 
in  the  higheft  ftrain  of  impreffive 
eloquence,  has  now  delivered,  are 
with  very  little  variation,  the 
fame  with  thofe  which  I  in 
humbler  drefs,  had  before  uttered, 

I  agree  with  him  in  his  account  of 
the  independent  fpirit  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  the  rigid  caution  of  former 
Juries,  in  matters  relating  to  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjeft.  I  agree  with  him 
in  the  propriety  of  roufmg  the  ab¬ 
horrence  and  refen  tment  of  the  peo¬ 
ple-  again!!  crime  by  means  of  peri¬ 
odical  publications.  But  fill  there 
exifls  no  little  danger  that  this  li¬ 
berty  will  be  abufed  in  the  prefent. 
inllance :  and  it  is  my  duty  to 
check  fuch  abufe  whenever  it  ap¬ 
pears.  I  agree  with  my  learned 
friend,  that  the  newfpapers  have 
been  a  powerful  inflrumerlt  in  dif- 
feminating  knowledge,  and  diffu- 
fing  civilization;  but  he  has,  with 
the  fame  breath,  juftly  dated,  that 
thefe  arty  at  the  fame  time,  ex- 

yemely 
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tremely  liable  to  become  the  fource 
of  much  mifchief  and  diforder  in 
the  comifftmity  ;  and,  therefore, 
here  again  our  fentiments  exactly 
correfpond.  You  have  not  only, 
then,  Gentlemen,  my  aifertion  re- 
ipefting  the  danger  and  impolicy 
of  paffmg  over  in  lilence  publica¬ 
tions  of  a  libellous  tendency,  but 
that  aifertion  is  corroborated  by 
the  powerful  eloquence  of  my  an- 
tagonid.  Having  thus  Ihortly 
turned  your  attention,  Gentlemen, 
to  the  obfervation-s  of  my  learned 
Friend,  reipe£ting  myfelf  and  my 
fentiments,  1  beg  leave  to  trefpafs 
upon  your  patience  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  while  I  advert  to  the  con- 
ftru&ion  which  he  has  endeavoured 
to  affix  to  fome  of  the  paffages 
which  form  the  grounds  of  the  pre- 
fent  profecution.  In  one  of  thefe 
the  Author  fays,  that  t{  he  was  to 
eredt  an  edifice  to  the  glory  of  Bo¬ 
naparte,  and  that  he  would  take 
care  to  feleft  fuch  materials  as 
fhould  be  worthy  of  the  Temple.” 
I  fubmit  to  the  candid  and  impar¬ 
tial  judgment  of  the  Jury,  whether 
thefe  are  not  to  be  confidered  as 
an  ironical  attack  upon  the  Firft 
Conful,  notwithstanding  the  inge¬ 
nious  glofs  intended  to  be  put  upon 
them  by  the  learned  Counfel  ?  But 
mark  another  paffage  :  “  I  have 
no  particular  refentment  again!!  Bo¬ 
naparte  1  let  him  be  declared  Em¬ 
peror  of  the  Gauls,  and  let  his  Apo- 
theofis  follow  on  the  enfuing  morn¬ 
ing.”  Though  the  ingenuity  of 
my  learned  Friend  has  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  make  thofe  expreflions  refer 
to  the  Roman  Emperors  who  were 
deified  while  flili  alive,  yet  it  is 
hardly  neceffary  for  me  to  obferve, 
that  they  are  evidently  ihtended  to 
apply  to  the  cafe  of  Romulus,  whofe 
deification*  every  one  acquainted 


with  the  Roman  Hiftory  know?, 
immediately  followed  upon  his  af- 
faffination.  There  can  be  little 
doubt,  therefore,  that  the  Author 
intended  to  excite  his  countrymen 
to  the  affaftination  of  the  Firft 
Conful  of  France.  The  learned 
Counfel  has  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  us,  that  the  Ode,  which  alfo 
forms  part  of  the  grounds  of 
the  prefent  profecution,  is  a 
mighty  harmlefs  compofition.  The 
fentiments  it  contains,  he  avers, 
are  intended  not  to  apply  to  the 
Firft  Conful  of  France,  but  to  the 
infamous  Jacobins  whofe  crimes  de¬ 
luged  their  country  with  blood. 
But  when  a  parallel  is  inftituted  be¬ 
tween  theftare  of  France  under  Bo¬ 
naparte,  and  the  ftate  of  Rome  un¬ 
der  Julius  Caffar,  and  when  the 
poniard,  of  Brutus  is  delcribed  as  the 
iaft  refource  of  the  Romans  againft: 
the  ufurpation  of  the  latter,  ear* 
any  man  who  exercifes  his  judg¬ 
ment  with  impartiality,  entertain 
a  doubt  refpecting  the  tendency  of 
fuch  a  paffage,  which  manifeftly  is 
to  encourage  the  difcontented  to 
difpatch  Bonaparte,  as  Brutus  did 
Caffar  ? — In  vain  does  my  inge¬ 
nious  friend  argue,  that  no  con- 
cluftons,  detrimental  to  his  client, 
can  be  drawn  from  his  allufion  to 
the  conduct  of  Brutus,  which  has 
been  admired  in  all  ages.  The 
application  is  clear  to  every  un¬ 
prejudiced  underftanding ;  and 
this,  out  of  all  qeeftion,  fixes 
the  charge  of  a  libel  upon  its 
author.  It  has  been  attempted  to 
be  proved,  that  a  manifeft  incon* 
fiftency  appears,  in  aferibing  fucK 
fentiments  and  views  to  this  de¬ 
termined  Royalift.  Is  it  likely,  it 
has  been  a  Iked,  that  the  refolute 
and  eonftant  enemy  of  the  Jaco¬ 
bins  ftiould  entertain  a  particular 

refent- 


APPENDIX  to  t 

refentment  againft  their  defiroyer  ? 
My  learned  Friend  has  anfwered, 
No.  But  let  us  confider  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  publication,  and  the 
fituation  of  the  author.  That  a 
French  Royalift,  ftrongly  attached 
to  the  late  RoyalFamily  of  France, 
ihould  hate  the  perfon  who,  to 
its  exclufion,  has  occupied  that 
throne,  appears  to  me  far  from 
improbable.  That  the  author  of 
the  AmbigUy  therefore,  fhould  be 
difpofed  to  vilify  Bonaparte,  not- 
withftanding  his  being  the  enemy 
of  Jacobinifm,  is  certainly  not 
fo  unlikely  as  he  would  have  us 
fuppofe.  - — _  Bonapa  r  te,  therefore, 

muft,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Peltier,  be  confidered  as  a  vile 
ufurper,  and  not  to  be  regarded 
by  a  firm  partizan  of  the  ex¬ 
pelled  family  of  Capet  with  a 
very  favourable  eye  ;  in  this  view, 
therefore,  the  probability  is  ra¬ 
ther  on  my  fide.  Your  feelings 
of  compafiion,  and  fpirit  of  pa- 
triotifm,  are  affailed,  Gentlemen, 
in  favour  of  this  emigrant.  The 
lame  of  this  country  for  afford¬ 
ing  (belter  and  protection  to  the 
unfortunate,  and  the  wretched 
condition  of  Mr.  Peltier,  driven 
by  lawlefs  villains  from  his  home, 
with  the  barbarous  murder  of 
his  family,  have  all  been  brought 
forward  in  the  moft  glowing  co¬ 
lours.  I  acknowledge  the  juftice 
and  propriety  of  my  friend’s  ob- 
fervations  ip  this  refpeCt  ;  and 
I  moreover  affert,  that  this  very 
profecution  is  a  proof  of  that  juf- 
tice  and  propriety.  If  the  ge- 
nerofity  and  humanity  that  cha¬ 
racterize  Englifhmen  and  the  Eng- 
lifti  Government  had,  for  a  mo. 
ment,  been  forgotten,  this  man 
might  have  been  delivered  up  to 
the  perfon  whom  he  has  fatirized, 
Vo l.  XLV.  or  Voi ,,  HI.  Nfv 
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inftead  of  {landing  here  to  have 
the  decifion  of  an  impartial  £ri- 
tifh  Jury  upon  bis  conduCE  But 
never,  I  truft,  will  Britons,  while 
they  endeavour  to  check  impro- 
per  conduCt  of  every  defcription, 
overleap  the  barriers  of  juft  ice, 
nor  forget  what  is  due  to  the 
claims  of  companion  and  huma- 
nity.  Gentlemen,  you  are  to 
decide  upon  the  evidence  be¬ 
fore  you,  without  allowing  more 
than  their  proper  weight  to 
the  obfervations  on  either  fide. 
My  learned  Friend  has  diverted 
your  attention  to  the  lenity  and 
independence  of  our  anceftors,  in 
deciding  upon  any  thing  that 
might  have  a  tendency  to  in¬ 
fringe  the  freedom  of  the  prefs 
and  the  liberty  of  Britifh  fub~ 
jeCts.  He  has  alfo  exprefled  his 
apprehenfions  left  the  time  may 
come  when  we  ftiall  lofe  fight  of 
thofe  principles.  But  if  that  pe¬ 
riod  Ihould  unfortunately  arrive, 
as  he  feems  to  dread,  pity  it  is,  that 
his  moft  eloquent,  moft  ingenious, 
and  almoft  irrefiftible  addrefs,  has 
not  been  referved  for  an  occafion 
when  it  would  be  fo  loudly  de¬ 
manded.” 

Lord  Ellenborough  charged  the 
the  Jury  as  follows,: — u  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  it  remains  for  me,  with 
as  much  impartiality  as  I  can, 
to  fum  up  the  evidence  here  as 
I  do  in  other  cafes.  it  will 
then  be  your  duty  to  give  a 
true  verdid,  according  to  the 
evidence,  in  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  your  oath;  and  the  at¬ 
tention  you  have  uniformly  ex¬ 
hibited,  leaves  no  doubt  that  a 
fair  and  impartial  verdiCt  will  be 
given.  With  regard,  Gentlemen, 
to  the  law  in  cafes  ©f  libel,  it  R 
enabled,  fit  it,  that  any  attempt 
r  Series.  *  hi 
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to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  any  way,  tor  inftance, 
by  vilifying  the  Government  or 
Religion  of  the  country,  is  of  a 
libellous  nature.  Secondly,  an 
attempt  -to  injure  any  indivi¬ 
dual  in  his  perfon,  property,  or 
reputation,  is  coniidered  in  tfie 
eye  of  law  as  libellous ;  and 
thirdly,,  is  held  to  be  libellous 
tvhatever  has  a  tendency  to  vilify 
or  injure  in  any  manner  perfons 
high  in  office  abroad.  Let  thefe 
principles  of  law  then,  Gentle¬ 
men,  be  applied  to  the  cafe  now 
before  us.  The  firft  queftio** 
that  you  have  to  confider  refpefts 
the  publication  of  the  papers  on 
account  of  which  the  prefent  pro- 
fccution  is  commenced.  From  the 
evidence  of  the  Publifher,  who 
depofes  that  he  had  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  publication,  and  ac¬ 
counted  to  Mr.  lltltier  for  all  emo¬ 
luments  derived  from  it,;  there 
can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  Au¬ 
thor.  I  need  not  ftate  the  evi¬ 
dence  particularly,  as  no  queftion 
appears  to  be  ftarted  by  either 
party  on  this  head.  The  next 
point,,  then,-  for  your  deciiion  is, 
whether  or  not  the  expreffions 
faid  to  be  libellous,  are  intended 
to  apply  to  Bonaparte,  and  whe¬ 
ther  he  is  the  Chief  Magiftrate 
of  the  French  Republic  ?  That 
the  paflages  coniidered  by  the 
profecutor  as  libellous,  are  di- 
re&ed  againft  Bonaparte,  appears 
to  ine  beyond  all  doubt  ;  and  the 
latter  proportion,  via.  that  he  is 
the  Chief  Magiftrate  of  F ranee > 
is  a  matter  of  too- much  notoriety 
to  require  any  comment.  The 
third  „and  laft  queftion  that  you 
are  to  try  then,  is  whether  the 
paftages  themfelves  are  of  a  li¬ 
bellous  nature  ?  You  have  heard 


the  conftru&ion  which,  in  a  fpeech 
of  moft  aftonifhing  eloquence  and 
ingenuity,  has  been  attempted  to 
be  put  upon  the  expreftions  in 
queftion.  If,  Gentlemen,  there 
was  any  ambiguity — if  the  ex¬ 
preftions  were  capable  of  a  fa¬ 
vourable  interpretation,  I  would 
moft  willingly  abide  by  that 
conftruclion ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  you  alfo  would  feel  every 
inclination  to  lean  to  the  fide  of 
mercy,  if  it  cguW  be  done  con- 
fiftently  with  juftice.  But  I  ap¬ 
prehend,  and  I  am  required  by¬ 
law  to  ftate  my  opinion  to  you 
on  the  fubjedl,  that  the  words 
w  ill  not  bear  any  fenfe,  except 
the  obvious  one  affixed  to  them 
by  the  Counfel  for  the  profe- 
cution.  With  regard  to  the  ex¬ 
preftions,.  that/**  an  edifice  fhould 
be  ere&ed  to  the  glory  of  Bona¬ 
parte,  and  that  materials  were  to 
to  be  provided  worthy  of  the 
Temple,”  there  can  exift  no  he¬ 
ft  tation  in  an  unprejudiced  mind, 
that  this  was  meant  as  an  ironical 
attack  upon  the  Firft  Conful  of 
France.  From  whence  thefe  ma¬ 
terials  were  to  be  drawn,  ap- 
pears  evidently  from  the  other 
parts  of  the  publication,  where 
quotations  are  cited  from  ancient 
hiftory,,  tending  to  provoke  the 
aflaftination  of  Bonaparte.  Of 
this  defeription,  the  allufton  to 
the  Apotheojh  of  Romulus,  and 
the  poinard  of  Brutus,  muft  clearly 
be  confidered.  Whether  this  be 
the  firft:  of  many  profecution^ 
that  are  intended  to  be  com¬ 
menced  on  account  of  libellous 
publications,  as  has  been  inti¬ 
mated  by  the  learned  counfel  for 
the  defendant,  is  not  the  queftion 
at  prefent.  You,  Gentlemen  are 
to  confider  the  cafe  as  it  lies 

before 
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before  you,  without  any  refped 
to  the  pail  or  the  future,,  That 
the  Ambigu  is  printed  in  French* 
is  only  an  aggravation  of  the 
offence  in  this  inftance ;  as  it  is 
the  more  likely  to  engage  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Frenchmen,  and  muft 
therefore  prove  additionally  in¬ 
jurious  and  offenfive  to  the  per- 
fon  on  whom  the  attack  is  made. 
Two  trials  for  libels  upon  fo¬ 
reigners  have  taken  place  of  late 
years ;  one  for  a  libel  on  the 
Queen  of  France,  and  the  other 
for  one  on  the  late  Emperor  of 
Ruffa.  What  were  the  verdids 


then*  is  of  no  confeqtience  in  the 
cafe  before  us.  The  matter  refts 
with  you,  Gentlemen  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  your  verdid  will 
be  fuch,  as  will  give  complete 
fatisfadion  to  every  mind  that 
is  not  biaffed  by  improper  pre~ 
judices ;  that  you  will  come  to 
that  conclufpn  which  your  reafon 
fuggefts,  and  yotfr  confcience  ap« 
proves.” 

The  Jury,  within  one  minute 
of  the  time  when  his  Lordlhip 
concluded,  returned  a  verdid  of 

Guilty . 

The  Trial  lafted  feven  hours. 
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A  GENERAL  BILL 

OF 

All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 

From  December  14,  1802,  to  December  13,  1803. 


Chfiftened 


5  Males  11014? 
2  Females  9929  3 


tv  •  j  J  Males  9799  7  Increafed  in  Burials 
5  ~e  l  Females  9783  j  this  Year  203. 


Totals  Males  and  Females  Chriftened  20943.— Total  Males  and  Females  Buried  195S2. 


Died  under  Two  Years  5355 
Between  Two  and  Five  2077 
* — Five  and  Ten  790 

—Ten  and  Twenty  531 
—Twenty  arid  Thirty  1329 
—Thirty  and  Forty  2025 

DISEASES. 

Bortive  Sc  Still¬ 
born  568 
Abi’cel's  47 

Aged  ,  1714' 

Ague  1 

Apoplexy  and  Bid¬ 
den  401 

Afthma  and  Phthi- 
Fic  745 

Bedridden  4 

Bile  2 

Bleeding  16 

Burden  and  Rup¬ 
ture  24 

Cancer  64 

Canker  1 

Carious  Spine  1 

Chicken  Pox  2 
Childbed  250 

Colds  1 1 

Coljck,  Gripes,  twid- 
ing  of  the  Guts  19 
Confumption  4076 
Convulfions  3493 
Cough  and  Hooping- 
Cough  586 


— Forty  and  Fifty  2265 

Fifty  and  Sixty  2044 

Sixty  and  Seventy  1580 

Seventy  and  Eighty  1038 

Eighty  and  Ninety  482 

Ninety  and  a  Hundred  64 


— Hundred  1 

Hundred  and  One  o 

Hundred  and  Two  O 

Hundred  and  Seven  1 

Hundred  and  Eighteen  O 

Hundred  and  Twenty  O 


Cow  Pox 

1 

Meafles 

438 

CASUALTIES. 

Cramp 

3 

Milcarriage 

3 

T)  Roken  Limbs 

3 

Croup 

25 

Mortification 

3S8 

J3  Broken  Neck 

1 

Dropfy 

879 

Palpitation  0 

f 

Bruifed 

4 

Epiiepfey 

1 

Heart 

1 

Burnt 

33 

Evil 

1 

Pally 

130 

Choaked 

1 

All  Fevers 

2326 

Piles 

1 

Drowned  119 

Fiftula 

2, 

Pleurify 

23 

Excefftve  Drinking 

« 

Flux 

9 

Quinfy 

N  4 

Executed  * 

*3 

French  Pox 

53 

Rheumatifm 

5 

bound  dead  | 

21 

Gaol  Dilbemper 

2 

Scurvy 

3 

Fradbured 

•4 

Goat 

103 

Small  Pox 

1202 

Flighted 

3 

Gravel,  Stranguarv, 

Sore  Throat 

14 

Killed  by  Falls, 

and  Stone 

18 

Sores  and  Ulcers  7 

fyc. 

65 

Grief 

7 

St.  Anthony’s 

Fire  1 

Killed  by  Fighting 

3 

He2d-ach 

1 

Spafm 

15 

Killed  themfelves  40 

Headmouldlhot, 

Hor- 

Stoppage  in 

Sto- 

Murdered 

3 

fhoehead,  and  Wa¬ 

mach 

i  2 

Poifoned 

2 

ter  in  the  Head  104 

Teeth 

363 

Scalded 

2 

Impoibhume 

2 

Thrulh 

78 

Shot 

3 

jaundice 

85 

Vomiting  and  Loofie- 

Starved 

X 

jaw  Locked 

7 

nefs 

1 

Stifled 

1 

Infla  mmation 

710 

Worms 

4 

Strained 

2 

Influenza 

52 

Suffocated 

X 

Itch 

1 

Livergrown 

9 

Total  32S 

Lunatick 

135 

*  There  have  been  executed  in  Middlefex  and  Surrey  30  ;  of  which  number  13  only 
have  been  reported  to  be  buried  (as  fuch)  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
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the  STOCKS  for  1803. 
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The  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regiiler,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  colletted  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivered 
to  John  James  Catherwood,  Efq.  Receiver  of  Corn  Returns,  by  Au¬ 
thority  of  Parliament. 


An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  front,  and  im*> 
ported  into  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  the  \  ear  ended  the  Cth  of 
January,  1804. 


EXPO 

R  T  E  d: 

1 805. 

British. 

Foreign. 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

441 

44,255 

Rye  - 

2 

1,028 

Barley  -  -  - 

22,869 

333 

Malt  - 

8,654 

Oats  - 

19,446 

h&is 

Beans  - 

4,618 

Peafe  - 

2,558 

SI 

Wheat  Flour  - 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

7 1  > 773  3  12 

£ 

25,892  0  10 

Oatmeal  - 

2,998  i  27 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  -  -  4  . 

.1 

2,933' 

Barley  - 

Mo  9 

Bear  or  Big  - 

6,043 

Bear  Meal  -  -  - 

3  4 

Malt . 

2,377 

Oats  -  -  -  - 

1,605 

74 

Groats  _  -  _  _ 

6 

Beans  - 

W3 

74 

Peafe  - 

1 1 

Wheat  Flour  -  .. 

cwt.  qr».  lbs. 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

1,701  O  O 

1,859  1  O 

Bifcuit  _  -  - 

825  0  O 

Barley  Milled  -  - 

154  O  O 

Bear  Meal  _ 

2,cq6  0  0 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  -1 

90S  3  0! 

£  • 


« 

> 


419  iz  o  Bount* 
ties. 

o  00  Draw¬ 
backs. 


348  3  1 |  Boun¬ 
ties. 

000  Draw¬ 
backs. 


*  M  4 


IMPORTED. 


/ 


1.6S 
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IMPORTED. 


ENGLAND. 
Wheat  -  -  - 

Rye  T  - 


Malt  -  - 

Gats  r  - 
Beans 
Peafe 

Indian  Corn 

Wheat  Flour 
Indian  Meal 

Oatmeal  -  ~ 


Quarters. 

210,539 

4,078 

$>9l3 

25 

4*3*954 

1,630 

22,626 

660 

cwfc.  qrs.  lbs. 
323,250  I  9 
98  O  18 

oils. 

3,27°  O  12 


£■ 


s. 


j  12,512  18  10  Duties. 

^41,082  14  8  Bounties  on  Carr* 
and  Rice  eutftanding. 


J 


IMPORTE 


SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  -  -  - 

Rye  - 
Barley  - 
Oats  -  - 

Beans  -  -  - 

Peafe  - 

Indian  Corn  -  - 

Wheat  Flour 
Indian  Meal 

Oatmeal  - 


I  Quarters.  [ 
61,42 1 
21 

4,437 

61,760 

8? 

¥>  35  2 
9 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs, 
39,2$J  I  3 

46  o  13 
bolls. 

41,297 


1 


1 


2,502  13  4I  Duties. 

2,894  15  2  Bounties  out. 
Handing. 


The  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Average  Prices  of  Corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  tjieftandard  Winchefter  Bufhel,  for  the  year  1803. 


r  Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Peafe. 

Per  Bufhel  J  j.  d. 

s,  d . 

1  r  •»/ 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

S .  dm 

i  7  of  . 

4  n 

'•)  T  I 

0  ‘4 

2  7f 

4  4 

4  9i 

4  lift 
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A  Lift  of  Public  Ac  is  pnjjed  in  the 
Third  SeJJion  of  the  Second  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

December  17,  1802. 

For  continuing  and  granting  to 
his  Majefty  certain  duties  upon 
malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1 803. 

For  continuing  and  granting  to 
his  Majefty  a  duty  on  penfions, 
offices,  and  perfonal  eftates,  in 
England,  Wales,  and  Berwick 
upon  Tweed;  and  certain  duties 
on  fugar,  malt,  tobacco,  and  fnuff, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1803. 

Forraifing  the  film  of  5,000,000!. 
by  loans  or  exchequer  bills. 

For  further  fufpending,  until  the 
expiration  of  fix  weeks  after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  feffion 
of  Parliament,  the  operation  of  two 
ads,  made  in  the  15th  and  feven- 
teenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  for  retraining  the 
negotiation  of  promiffory  notes  and 
bills  of  exchange,  under  a  limited 
fum,  within  that  part  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  called  England. 

To  indemnify  fuch  perfons  as 
have  omitted  to  qualify  themfelves 
for  offices  and  employments,  &c. 

For  the  more  fpeedy  and  effec¬ 
tual  enrollment  of  the  militia  of 
Ireland,  and  for  filling  up  vacan¬ 
cies  therein. 

December  29,  1802. 

For  difcontinuing  certain  draw¬ 
backs  and  bounties  on  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  fugar  from  Great  Britain, 
and  for  allowing  other  drawbacks 
and  bounties  in  lieu  thereof,  until 
the  1 5  th  of  January,  1804. 

For  difcontinuing  certain  draw¬ 
backs  and  bounties  on  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  ffigar  from  Ireland,  and 


for  allowing,  until  the  15  th  of 
January,  1 8 04, other  drawbacks  and 
bounties  in  lieu  thereof. 

To  amend  an  aCt  made  in  the 
37th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  Majefty,  intituled,  <(  An  ad 
to  provide  for  the  more  fpeedy 
payment  of  all  navy,  victualling, 
and  tranfport  bills,  that  (hall  be 
iffued  in  future.” 

For  appointing  commifli oners  to 
inquire  into  any  irregularities, 
frauds,  or  abufes,  which  are,  or 
have  been,  praetifed  by  perfons 
employed  in  the  feveral  naval  de¬ 
partments  therein  mentioned,  and 
in  the  bufinefs  of  prize  agency, 
and  to  report  fuch  obfervations  as 
{hall  occur  to  them  ;  for  preventing 
fuch  irregularities,  frauds,  and 
abufes ;  and  for  the  better  con¬ 
ducting  and  managing  the  bufinefs 
of  the  faid  departments,  and  of 
prize  agency,  in  future. 

To  amend  fo  much  of  an  ad, 
made  in  the  42O  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled, 
“  An  aCt  for  amending  the  laws 
relating  to  the  militia  in-  England, 
and  for  augmenting  the  militia, 
as  relates  to  the  exemp  ion  of  li- 
cenfed  teachers  of  any  feparate  con¬ 
gregation  from  ferving  in  the  mi¬ 
litia. 

To  rectify  a  miftake  made  in  an 
aCt  the  42 d  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled, 
((  An  aCt  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  pay  of  the  militia  of  Ire¬ 
land.  ” 

For  continuing,  until  "he  ift  of 
July,  1803,  “  An  act  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  prices  at  v.';  ,  grain, 

meal,  and  flour,  may  be  x  ported 
from  Great  Brhain  to  Bxxand,  and 
from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain/* 
and  for  permitting,  from  x  it  er 
{.he  palling  thereof,  uni-  the  :  ft  of 
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July,  1803,  the  exportation  of 
feed-corn  from  Great  Britain  to 
Ireland,  and  the  importation  of 
malt  into  Great  Britain  from  Ire¬ 
land. 

To  continue,  until  the  ill  of 
January,'  1804,  fo  much  of  an  aCt 
made  in  the  41ft  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  relates 
to  the  prohibiting  the  exportation 
from  Ireland  of  corn  or  potatoes, 
or  ether  provisions,  and  for  per¬ 
mitting  the  importation  into  Ire¬ 
land  of  corn,  fifh,  and  provifions, 
without  payment  of  duty. 

To  continue,  until  the  id  of 
January,  1-804,  feveral  laws  re- 
lating  to  the  ^prohibiting  the  ex¬ 
portation,  and  permitting  the  im¬ 
portation  of  corn;  and  for  allowing 
the  importation  of  other  articles  of 
provifton,  without  payment  of 
duty ;  to  the  relief  of  captors  of 
prizes,  with  refpeCt  to  the  bring¬ 
ing  and  landing  certain  prize  goods 
in  this  kingdom  ;  and  to  the  regu¬ 
lating  the  trade  and  commerce  to 
and  from  the  ifle  of  Malta. 

To  facilitate  and  render  more 
eafy  the  tranfportation  of  offenders. 

For  reviving  and  continuing, 
fob  five  years  from  the  pafling 
thereof,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  then  next  feffion  of  Par¬ 
liament,  certain  aCts  pafled  in  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  baking  trade  in  the  city 
and  county  of  Dublin  ;  and  for  in¬ 
demnifying  all  perfons  who  have 
a&ed  in  purfuance  of  any  of  the 
provifions  of  the  faid  aCts,  or  any 
of  them. 

February  28,  1803. 

To  amend  and  continue,  until 
the  expiration  of  fix  weeks  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  fef¬ 
fion  of  Parliament,  the  reftriCtions 


on  payments  of  cafh  by  the  Bank. 

March  24,  1803. 

For  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
fettle  an  annuity  on  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  W ales,  to 
continue,  until  the  5th  of  July, 
1 806,  and  for  repealing  fo  much  of 
an  aft,  made  in  the  35th  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
as  directs  the  annual  payment  of 
13,000!.  out  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall,  to  the  com- 
miftioners  appointed  by  the  faid 
aft. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty 
feveral  damp  duties  in  Ireland. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty 
certain  duties  upon  certificates 
with  refpeCt  to  killing  of  game  in 
Ireland. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  cer¬ 
tain  duties  on  licenfes  to  perfons 
felling  hats,  and  on  hats  fold  by 
retail,  in  Ireland. 

For  continuing,  until  the  23th 
of  March,  1804,  feveral  aCts  for 
granting  and  continuing  duties  to 
his  Majefty  in  Ireland. 

For  punifhing  mutiny  and  de- 
fertion,  &c. 

For  regulation  of  the  Maxine 
forces  while  on  fhore. 

To  authorize  the  training  and 
exercifmg  the  militia  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  for  28  days. 

For  better  fecuring  the  freedom 
of  elections  of  members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament  for  any  place  in  Ire¬ 
land,  by  difabling  certain  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  or  ma¬ 
nagement  of  his  Majefty's  revenues 
in  Ireland  from  giving  their  votes 
at  fuch  elections. 

April  7,  1803. 

To  repeal  certain  parts  of  at 
aft,  pafled  in  the  prefent  feffion  of 
.  Parliament5 
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Parliament,  intituled,  “  An  aft  for 
the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual  en~ 
yolmc  t  of  the  militia  of  Ireland, 
and  for  filling  vacancies  therein, ** 
and  for  making  other  provilions  in 
Jieu  hereof. 

For  allowing  veffels  employed 
in  the  Greenland  Whale  Fifhery  to 
complete  their  full  number  of  men 
at  certain  ports,  for  the  prefent 
feafon. 

To  intitle  Roman  Catholics  tak¬ 
ing  and  fubferibing  the  declaration 
and  oath  contained  in  the  ail  of  the 
3 ill  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  Majefty  to  the  benefits  given 
by  an  a6t  of  the  i  Bth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty. 

To  continue,  until  the  8th  of 
July,  1803,  the  aCt  for  ftaying 
proceedings  in  aclions  under  the 
llatutes  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Queen 
Elizabeth,  touching  pluralities, 
leafes  of  benefices,  and  other  eccle- 
fiaftical  livings  with  cure. 

For  regulating  the  office  of  fur- 
reyor-general  of  woods,  forefts, 
parks,  and  chafes. 

For  veiling  certain  jands  and 
hereditaments  in  truflees,  for  fur¬ 
ther  promoting  the  fervice  of  his 
Majefty’s  ordnance  at  Woolwich. 

For  railing  the  fum  of  four  mil¬ 
lions  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1803. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  grant 
an  annuity  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir 
James  Saumarez. 

To  provide  for  the  completion 
of  the  eftablifhment  of  officers  in 
the  militia  of  Great  Britain. 

For  appointing  commiflioners  for 
diftributing  the  money  llipulated 
to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  of 
America,  under  the  convention 
made  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
faid  United  States,  among  the  per- 
fons  having  claims  to  coinpenfa- 
tion  out  of  fuch money. 


May  17,  1803. 

To  continue,  until  the  29th  of 
September,  1804,  feveral  a6ts  for 
the  better  collection  and  fecurity  of 
his  Majefty's  revenues  in  Ireland, 
and  for  preventing  frauds  therein.. 

To  amend  and  continue,  until 
three  months  after  any  reftridlion 
impofed  by  an  a 61  of  the  prefent 
feftion  of  Parliament  on  the  Bank 
of  England  from  iffuing  cafh  in 
payments  (ha'll  ceafe,  an  a 61  made 
in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the 
37th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  Majefty,  for  confirming  and 
continuing  the  reftrictions  on  pay¬ 
ments  in  calh  by  the  Bank  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

To  continue,  until  the  zgthof 
March,  1 804,  fo  much  of  an  a6l 
relating  to  certain  duties  on  fugar 
and  coffee  exported,  for  permitting 
Britilh  plantation  fugar  to  be  ware- 
houfed,  and  for  regulating  and  al¬ 
lowing  drawbacks  on  fugar  ex¬ 
ported,  as  relates  to  repealing  the 
duties  on  fugar  and  coffee  exported, 
and  allowing  Britilh  plantation  fu¬ 
gar  to  be  warehoufed. 

For  enlarging  the  period  for  the 
payment  of  part  of  certain  films  of 
money,  advanced  by  way  of  loan, 
to  feveral  perfons  connected  with, 
and  trading  to,  the  (Hands  of  Gre¬ 
nada  and  St.  Vincent. 

For  the  more  effectually  preferv- 
ing  the  peace,  and  fecuring  the 
freedom  of  election,  in  the  town 
of  Nottingham,  and  county  of  the 
faid  town. 

For  increafmg  the  rates  of  fub- 
fiftence  to  be  paid  to  innkeepers 
and  others,  on  quartering  foldiers. 

May  27,  1803. 

For  confoiidating  and  amending- 
the  feveral  laws  for  providing  re¬ 
lief  for  the  families  of  the  militia¬ 


men 
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men  of  England,  when  called  out 
into  adual  fervice. 

To  enable  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  cer¬ 
tain  volunteer  corps  railed  by  the 
faid  Company. 

To  amend  fo  much  of  fever al  ads 
palled  in  the  6th  and  7  th  years, 
and  in  the  7th  and  8th  years  of 
the  reign  of  King  William  III.  as 
relates  to  the  exportation  of  filver 
bullion. 

For  the  more  efFedual  preven¬ 
tion  of  frivolous  and  vexatious 
arrefts  and  fuits,  and  to  authorize 
the  levying  of  poundage  upon  exe¬ 
cutions  in  certain  cafes. 

June  ii,  1803. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  more 
eftedually  to  provide  for  the  de¬ 
fence  and  fecurity  of  the  realm 
during  the  prefent  war,  and  for  in¬ 
demnifying  perfons  who  may  fufter 
in  their  property  by  fach  meafurcs 
as  may  be  necefiary  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

To  render  more  effedual  an  ad 
paffed  in  the  42d  year  of  his  pre¬ 
fent  Majefty ’s  reign,  for  consoli¬ 
dating  the  provifions  of  feveral 
ads  palled  for  the  redemption  and 
fale  of  the  land-tax. 

For  more  fpeedily  completing 
the  militia  of  Great  Britain,  ra 5 fed. 
under  two  ads,  pafied  in  the  4.2ft 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  and  tor  amending  the 
faid  ads. 

To  render  the  procefs  of  his 
Majefty ’s  Courts  of  King's  Bench, 
Common  Pleas,  and  Exchequer,  in 
perfonal  adions,  in  Ireland,  more 
beneficial,  Sec. 

For  indemnifying  all  perfons 
who  have  been  concerned  in  ififu- 
ing,  or  carrying  into  execution, 
certain  orders  of  Council  for  the 
6 


prevention  of  the  exportation  ef 
gunpowder,  naval  ftores,  and  falt- 
petre,  and  the  permiftion  of  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  feed-corn  to  Norway. 

For  making  better  provifion  for 
the  parochial  fchoolmafters,  and  for 
making  further  regulations  for  the 
better  government  of  the  parifh- 
fchools  in  Scotland. 

June  24.,  1803. 

For  railing  the  fum  of  twelve 
millions  by  way  of  annuities. 

To  repeal  the  duties  of  cuftoms 
payable  in  Great  Britain,  and  to 
grant  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

For  remedying  certain  defeds 
that  have  occurred  in  ifluing  cer¬ 
tain  exchequer  bills. 

For  transferring  to  the  Royal 
Navy  fuch  feamen  as  are  now  ferv- 
ing  in  the  militia  of  Great  Britain. 

For  the  better  proteftion  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom,  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefent  hoftilities  with 
F  ranee. 

To  explain  and  amend  the  ad 
for  regulating  the  manner  in  which 
the  Eaft- India  Company  (hall  hire 
and  take  up  fhips  for  their  regular 
fervice. 

For  regulating  the  veil  els  carry¬ 
ing  pafifengers  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  his  Majelly’s  planta¬ 
tions  and  fettlements  abroad,  or  to 
foreign  parts,  with  refped  to  the 
number  of  fuch  paftengers. 

For  further  prevention  of  mali¬ 
cious  (hooting,  and  attempting  to 
difeharge  loaded  fire-arms,  ftab- 
bing,  cutting,  wounding,  poifon- 
ing,  and  the  malicious  ufing  of 
means  to  procure  the  mifearriage 
of  women  ;  and  alfo  the  malicious 
fetting  file  to  buildings;  and  alfo 
for  repealing  a  certain  ad  made  in 
England,  in  the  2  1ft  year  of  King 
James  I,,  intitujed  An  ad  to 

prevent 
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prevent  the  deftroying  and  murder¬ 
ing  of  baftard  children/’  and  alfo 
an  ad  made  in  Ireland,  in  the  6th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
alfo  intituled,  i(  An  ad  to  prevent 
the  deftroying  and  murdering  of 
baftard  children,”  and  for  making 
Oiher  provifionsin  lieu  thereof. 

For  the  better  fupply  of  mariners 
and  feamen  to  ferve  in  his  Majefty’s 
fhips  of  war,  and  on  board  mer¬ 
chant  fhips,  and  other  trading  fhips 
and  veffeis,  during  the  prefent  hof- 
tilities. 

For  the  relief  of  foldiers,  failors, 
and  mariners,  and  of  the  wives  of 
foldiers,  in  the  cafes  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  fo  far  as  relates  to  Eng¬ 
land. 

For  veiling  in  truftees  certain 
lands  and  hereditaments  at  Charl¬ 
ton,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  for 
further  promoting  the  fervice  of 
his  Majefty’s  ordnance. 

For  veiling  in  truftees  certain 
lands  and  hereditaments  at  Weedon 
Beck,  in  the  county  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  for  erecting  buildings  thereon, 
for  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty’s 
ordnance. 

For  remedying  certain  defeats 
in  the  laws  relative  to  the  build¬ 
ing  and  repairing  of  county  bridges, 
and  other  works. 

July  4,  1803. 

For  granting,  during  the  prefent 
war,  and  until  the  ratification  of 
a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  addi¬ 
tional  duties  on  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  certain  goods, 
waxes,  and  merchandize,  and  on 
the  tonnage  of  fhips  and  veffeis  in 
Great  Britain. 

For  granting  thefum  of  20,000k 
to  be  applied  towards  making  roads 
and  building  bridges  in  the  High¬ 
lands  of  Scotland,  &c. 


To  repeal  the  duties  of  excife 
payable  in  Great  Britain,  and  to 
grant  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

To  amend  the  aft,  for  granting 
ftamp  duties  on  certain  medicines. 

For  making  allowances,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  to  fubaltern  officers  of 
the  militia  of  Great  Britain,  while 
difembodied. 

For  augmenting  the  number  of 
field  officers,  and  other  officers  of 
militia,  within  Great  Britain. 

For  further  regulating  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  oath,  or  affir¬ 
mation,  required  to  be- taken  by 
eleftors  of  members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament. 

For  making  more  effeftual  pro- 
vilion  within  Ireland  for  the  pu- 
nilhment  of  offences  in  wilfully 
calling  away,  finking,  burning,  or 
deftroying  fhips  and  veffeis,  and  for 
the  more  convenient  trial  of  ac- 
ceffories  in  felonies. 

F or  continuing  the  aft  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  prices  at  which  grain, 
meal,  and  flour,  may  be  exported 
from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland,  and 
from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  ;  and 
alfo,  an  aft  made  in  the  prefent 
feffion  of  parliament,  for  continuing 
the  faid  aft,  and  for  permitting  the 
exportation  of  feed-corn  from  Great 
Britain  to  Ireland,  and  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  mait  into  Great  Britain 
from  Ireland. 

For  transferring  to  the  Royal 
navy  fuch  feamen  as  are  now  ferv- 
ing  in  the  militia  of  Ireland, 

To  indemnify  peifons  who  have 
omitted  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
offices  or  employments  in  Ireland, 
according  to  law. 

To  authorize  the  fale  or  mort¬ 
gage  of  the  eftates  of  perfons  found 
lunatic  by  inquifition,  in  England 
or  Ireland,  refpeftively,  and  the 
granting  of  leafes  of  the  fame. 


To 
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To  extend  the  provifions  of  two 
acts,  palled  in  the  39th,  and  40th, 
and  in  the  41ft  years  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  relating  to 
the  ufe  of  horfe. hides  in  making 
boots  and  fhoes,  &c. 

For  raifing*  and  fecuring  a  fund 
for  making  provifion  for  the  wi¬ 
dows  of  the  writers  to  his  Majefty's 
Signet  in  Scotland. 

July  6,  1803. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  more  ef¬ 
fectually  to  raife  and  affemble  in 
England,  an  additional  military 
force. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  more  ef¬ 
fectually  to  raife  and  affemble,  in 
Scotland,  an  additional  military 
force. 

* 

July  7,  1803. 

To  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
Spiritual  perfons  holding  of  farms, 
and  for  enforcing  the  refidence  of 
fpiritual  perfons  on  their  benefices 
in  England. 

July  i  i,  1803. 

For  granting  a  fum  to  be  raifed 
by  lotteries. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  more  ef¬ 
fectually  to  raife  and  affemble,  in 
Ireland,  an  additional  military 
force. 

For  defraying,  until  the  .23th  of 
March,  1804,  the  charge  of  the 
pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia  of 
Ireland;  for  holding  courts-mar¬ 
tial  on  ferjeant-majors,  ferjeants, 
corporals,  and  drummers,  for  of¬ 
fences  committed  during  the  time 
fuch  militia  fhall  not  be  embodied; 
and  for  making  allowances  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes  to  fubaltern  officers  of  the 
faid  militia  during  peace. 

To  continue,  during  the  reftric- 
tion  on  payments  in  cafh  by  the 


Bank  of  Ireland,  and  to  amend  ah 
aft.  to  reftrain  the  negotiation  of 
promiffory  notes  and  inland  bilk 
of  exchange  under  a  limited  fum. 

For  providing  relief  for  the  fa¬ 
milies  of  militia-men  in  Scotland, 
when  called  out  into  aCtual  fervice. 

For  enlarging  the  limits  of  the 
fouthern  whale  fifhery. 

To  prevent  unlawful  combina- 
tions  of  workmen,  arrificers,  jour¬ 
neymen,  and  labourers  in  Ireland. 

July  13,  1803. 

For  railing  :he  fum  of  five  mil¬ 
lions  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills. 

For  granting  certain  duties  on 
the  importation  of  goods  into,  and 
on  goods  exported  from  Ireland ; 
and  alfo  certain  duties  of  excife  on 
fpirits  and  malt  diftilled  and  made 
in  Ireland. 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia 
in  Great  Britain. 

To  revive,  and  further  continue 
and  amend  an  aft,  which  grants 
certain  allowances  to  adjutants  and 
ferjeant-majors  of  the  militia  of 
England,  difembodied  under  an  aft 
of  Parliament. 

To  authorize  the  advancement 
of  further  fums  of  money  out  of 
the  confolidated  fund,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  the  improvement  of  the 
port  of  London ;  and  to  empower 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  trea- 
fury  to  purchafe  the  legal  quays 
between  London  Bridge  and  the 
Tower  of  London. 

July  27,  1 803. 

For  raifing  the  fum  of  one  mil¬ 
lion,  Irifh  currency,  by  treafury 
bills. 

To  amend  and  render  more  ef- 
feftual  an  aft,  palled  in  the  prefent 
felfion  of  parliament,  intituled, 

“  An 


5f  An  act  to  enable  his 
more  effectually  to  provide  Hr  the* 
defence  and  fecurity  of  the  realm* 
Sec.  )”  and  to  enable  his  Majefty 
more  effectually  and  fpeedily  to 
exercife  his  ancient  and  undoubted 
prerogative,  in  requiring  the  mili¬ 
tary  fervice  of  his  liege  fubjeds 
in  cafe  of  invafion  of  the  realm. 

For  confolidating  certain  of  the 
provilions  contained  in  any  ad  or 
ads  relating  to  the  duties  under  the 
management  of  the  commiffioners 
for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  and  ior 
amending  the  fame. 

To  amend  feveral  ads  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  better  colledion  and 
fecurity  of  his  Majefty's  revenue 
of  cuftonv;  and  of  excite  in  Ireland. 

To  amend  the  acts  now  in  force 
for  fecuring  the  colledion  of  the 
revenue  upon  malt,  and  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  trade  of  a  diftiller  in 
Ireland. 

To  redify  a  miftake  in  the  ad, 
for  enlarging  the  period  for  the 
payment  of  part  of  money  ad¬ 
vanced  to  perfons  conneded  with, 
an  1  trading  to,  Grenada  and  St. 
Vincent. 

To  permit  Portugal  wines  to  be 
landed  and  warehoufed  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Kingdom  without  payment  of 
duties,  under  certain  reftridions, 
for  a  limited  time. 

To  permit  the  exportation,  for 
two  years,  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  corn,  grain,  meal.  Hour,  bread, 
bifeuit,  or  pulfe,  to  the  illands  of 
Guernfey,  Jerfey,  and  Alderney, 
from  oilier  ports  of  England,  as 
well  as  the  port  of  Southampton, 
under  certain  reftridions. 

To  render  more  effedual  two 
ads,  made  in  this  prefent  feflion  of 
Parliament,  for  the  more  fpeedily 
completing  the  militia  of  Great 
Britain,  and  for  railing  an  addi¬ 


tional  military  force  for  the  better 
defence  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

For  railing  in  the  city  oi  Lon¬ 
don  a  certain  number  of  men,  as  an 
addition  to  the  military  force  of 
Great  Britain. 

For  the  more  effedually  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  punifhment  of  offences 
in  wilfully  calling  away,  burning, 
or  deftroying  lbips  and  veffels,  and 
for  the  more  convenient  trial  of  ac« 
ceffories  in  felonies,  and  for  extend¬ 
ing  the  power  of  an  ad,  made  in 
the  33d  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  as  far  as  relates  to 
murders,  to  acceffories  to  murders* 
and  to  man'll aughters. 

For  effeduating  certain  parts  of 
an  ad,  palled  in  the  zd  and  3# 
years  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
intituled,  <(  An  ad  for  the  making 
more  effedu-al  her  Majefty’s  gra¬ 
cious  intentions  for  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
ciergv,  by  enabling  her  Majefty  to 
grant  in  perpetuity  the  revenues  off 
the  ftrff  fruits  and  tenths,  and  a  11b 
for  enabling  any  other  perfon  to 
make  grants  for  the  fame  purpofe/'0 
&.c. 

To  redify  a  miftake  in  an  ad, 
made  in  this  prefent  feflion  of  Par¬ 
liament,  intituled,  iC  An  ad  to 
amend  the  laws  relating  to  fpiri- 
tual  perfons  lidding  of  farms,  and 
for  enforcing  the  reiidence  of  fpi- 
ritual  perfons  on  their  benefices  in 
England,”  and  to  remove  a  doubt 
refpeding  the  title  of  the  ftatute  of 
the  zi ft  year  of  King  Henry  VIII, 
therein  mentioned. 

To  promote  the  building,  re¬ 
pairing,  or  otherwife  providing  of 
churches  and  chapels,  and  of  houfes 
for  the  reiidence  of  minifters,  and 
the  providing  of  church-yards  and 
glebes. 

To  enable  the  commissioners  of 

hr  ft 
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firft  fruits  in  Ireland  to  lend  cer¬ 
tain  fums  of  money,  intereft  free, 
to  incumbents  of  benefices  there, 
for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  them 
to  ereft  or  purchafe  glebe-houfes 
and  offices  convenient  for  their 
refidence,  glebe-lands  fit  and  con¬ 
venient  for  the  ereftion  of  fuch 
houfes  and  offices,  and  to  make 
provifion  for  the  repayment  of  all 
loans  fo  to  be  made  by  the  faid  com- 
miffioners. 

To  explain  and  amend  an  aft, 
made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  intituled,  ((  An  aft,  made 
in  the  22d  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  for  the  better  relief  and  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  poor/’  fo  far  as 
relates  to  the  payment  of  the  debts 
incurred  for  building  any  poor- 
houfe. 

For  enabling  friendly  locieties, 
intended  to  be  eftablilhed  under  an 
aft  paffied  in  the  33d  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  to 
rectify  miftakes  made  in  the  re- 
gift  ry  of  their  rules. 

For  the  better  prefervation  of 
heath  fowl,  commonly  called  black 
game,  in  the  New  Foreft. 

To  explain  and  amend  two  afts, 
for  preventing  the  commiffion  of 
thefts  and  frauds,  by  perfons  navi¬ 
gating  bum-boats  and  other  boats, 
upon  the  river  Thames,  and  for  the 
more  effeftual  prevention  of  depre¬ 
dations  thereon,  fofaras  relates  to 
the  feizure  of  excifeable  commodi¬ 
ties. 

For  the  further  improvement  of 
the  port  of  London,  by  making 
docks  and  other  works  at  Black- 
wall,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Eaft  India  {hipping  at  the  faid  port. 

For  eftablilhing  a  free  market  in 
the  city  of  London  for  the  fale  of 
coals,  and  for  preventing  frauds  and 
impofitions  in  the  vend  and  deli¬ 


very  of  all  coals  brought  into  the 
port  of  London,  within  certain 
places  therein  mentioned. 

July  29,  1805. 

For  the  fuppreffion  of  rebellion 
in  Ireland. 

To  empower  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland  to  apprehend  and  detain 
fuch  perfons  as  he  or  they  (hall  fuf- 
peft  of  confpiring  againft  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  perfon  and  government. 

To  render  more  effeftual  an  aft 
paffed  in  the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  relating  to  the 
dilcovery  of  the  longitude  at  fea, 
and  for  continuing  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  perfons  making  certain  dif- 
coveries  for  finding  the  longitude 
at  fea,  &c. 

For  improving  the  funds  of  the 
cheft  at  Chatham,  and  for  trans¬ 
ferring  the  adminiftration  of  the 
fame  to  Greenwich  Hofpital,  and 
for  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  penfioners  on  the  faid  funds. 

August  i  2,  1 803. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty, 
until  the  6th  of  May  next  after  the 
ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  a  contribution  on  the  pro¬ 
fits  arifing  from  property,  profef- 
fions,  trades,  and  offices. 

For  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
raife  the  fum  of  two  millions. 

For  raifmg  the  fum  of  1 ,300,000!. 
by  loans,  or  exchequer  bills. 

For  granting  certain  duties  on 
receipts. 

For  enabling  his  Majefty  to  fet¬ 
tle  an  annuity  of  1 6,oool.  on  the 
Houfe  of  Orange,  during  pleafure. 

For  charging  an  additional  duty 
on  lignum  quaffia  imported. 

To  enable  the  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  to  iffue  exchequer  bills 
on  the  credit  of  the  fupplies. 

For 
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For  confolidating  the  duties  on 
(lamps,  vellum,  parchment,  and 
paper,  in  Great  Britain. 

For  confolidating  certain  of  the 
proviftons  contained  in  any  ad  or 
ads  relating  to  the  duties  under 
the  management  of  the  commif- 
fioners  for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  and 
for  amending  the  faid  ads  fo  far  as 
the  fame  relate  to  Scotland. 

For  redifying  a  miftake  in  an 
ad  of  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament, 
for  better  colleding  the  duties  on 
audioneers. 

For  further  regulation  of  the 
colledion  of  cuftoms  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  in  certain  cafes. 

To  amend  fo  much  of  the  laft 
ad,  for  granting  additional  duties 
on  excife,  as  relates  to  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  tea  to  Ireland ;  for  regu® 


lating  the  granting  of  permits  fo  r 
the  removal  of  coffee,  tea,  and 
cocoa-nuts,  out  of  warehoufes ;  and 
for  the  more  effedually  fecuring  the 
duties  on  coftee. 

For  the  more  effedually  fecuring 
certain  duties  on  malt,  and  for 
preventing  frauds  by  makers  of 
malt  from  bear  or  bigg  in  Scotland, 

To  amend  an  ad,  to  enable  his 
Majefty  more  effedually  to  provide 
for  the  defence  and  fecurity  of  th© 
realm,  &c* 

For  extending  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  courts  of  juft  ice  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cana¬ 
da,  to  the  trial  and  puniihment  of 
perfons  guilty  of  crimes  and  offences 
within  certain  parts  of  Notth  Ame¬ 
rica,  adjoining  to  the  faid  province* 


/ 


\ 


Vet.  XLV.  or  Vo l.  III.  New  Series,  *  N  SUPPLIES 

#  /  V  \ 


178*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  1803. 


NAVY,  &c. 


\  December  2,  i8o2@ 

THAI'  5:0,000  Men  be  employed  for  the  Sea  Ser¬ 
vice  for  the  Year  1803;  including  12,000  Ma¬ 
rines. 

For  Wages  to  ditto 

For  Victuals  for  ditto 

For  Wear  and  Tear  of  Ships  in  which  they  are  to 
ferve  -  , 

For  Ordnance  Sea  Service  on  board  fuch  Ships 


£.  s,  d. 
1,202,500  o  o 
1,235,000  o  o 

1,950,000  o  o 
162,500  o  o 


December  14,  1802. 

For  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  including  Half-pay 

to  Sea  and  Marine  Officers  for  1803  1 ,2.28,238  13 


For  the  extraordinary  Eftablifhment  of  ditto 

For  the  Hire  of  Tranfports 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  Prifoners  of  War  in 
Health  - 

Ditto  of  Sick  Prifoners  of  War 

March  14,  1803. 

That  an  additional  Number  of  10,000  Men  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  Sea  Service,  for  Eleven  Lunar 
Months,  commencing  26th  February,  1803,  in¬ 
cluding  2,400  Marines. 

For  Waves  for  ditto 

o 

For  Victuals  for  ditto. 

For  Wear  and  Tear  of  Ships  in  which  they  are  to 
ferve  _  - 

For  Ordnance  Sea  Service  on  board  fuch  Ships 

'June  ir,  1803. 

That  a  further  additional  Number  of  40,000  Men 
be  employed  for  the  Sea  Service,  for^Seven  Lu. 
nar  Months,  commencing  12th  June,  1803,  in¬ 
cluding  8sc QQ  Royal  Marines. 

c-  ••  J  A  i  .  ^  '  .  fc  ti  -  -  «a  -  •  i 


901,140  O 
590,000  o 

22,000  0 

5,000  o 


I 

o 

c 

o 

o 


203,500  O  Q 
209,000  o  o 

330,000  O  Q 
27,500  O  O 


For 


For  Wages  for  ditto 
For  Victuals  for  ditto 

For  Wear  and  Tear  of  Ships  in  which  they  are  to 
ferve 

For  Ordnance  Sea  Service  on  board  fuch  Ships 
For  the  further  Hire  of  Tranfports  for  the  Year 
1803  -  - 

For  the  further  Charge  of  Prifoners  of  War  in 
Health 

Ditto  of  Sick  Prifoners  of  War 


:le.  ■ 
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£■ 

'  s. 

d. 

518,000 

0 

0 

532,000 

0 

Q 

840,000 

0 

O 

70,000 

0 

O 

100,000 

0 

O 

65,000 

0 

O 

20,000 

0 

O 

,211,378 

1 

ARMY, 


December  9,  I  So  2. 


That  a  Number  of  Land  Forces,  not  exceeding 
66,574.  effective  Men,  be  employed  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the 
25th  December,  1802,  to  the  24th  of  December, 
1803. 

For  Guards,  Garrifons,  and  other  Land  Forces,  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

For  Forces  in  the  Plantations,  including  Gibraltar, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  at  Ceylon,  and  New  South 
Wales 

For  Five  Troops  of  Dragoons,  and  Seventeen  Com¬ 
panies  of  Foot,  ftationed  in  Great  Britain  for 
recruiting  Regiments  ferving  in  Eafl  India 
For  Contingencies  and  Allowances  for  the  Land 
Forces  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
For  General  and  Staff  Officers,  and  Officers  of  Hof- 
pitals  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
For  Allowance  to  the  principal  Officers  of  feveral 
Public  Departments  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
For  the  increafed  Pvates  of  Subfiftence  to  be  paid  to 
Inn-keepers  and  others  on  quartering  Soldiers, 
and  Allowances  to  Land  Forces  for  Small  Beer 
in  Ireland 

Upon  Account  of  Reduced  Officers  of  Land  Forces 
and  Marines 

For  Half-pay  and  Allowances  to  the  Reduced  Offi¬ 
cers  of  his  Majefty’s  Britifh  American  Forces  - 
On  Account  of  Officers  late  in  the  Service  of  the 
States  General 

*  N  2 


2,322,700 

0 

3 

1,129,976 

!9 

4 

28,632 

*7 

2 

i73>34* 

7 

Q 

58,468 

0 

10 

127,512 

29 

9 

200,645 

1 

3 

358,152 

10 

1 1 

52,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

c 

For 
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For  Pcnfions  to  Widows  of  Officers  of  the  Land 
Forces  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
For  the  Barrack.  Department  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland 

For  Foreign  Corps 

For  Medicines,  Bedding,  and  Hofpital  Contingen¬ 
cies,  for  the  Forces  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  Royal 
Military  Infirmary  in  Dublin 

March  3,  1803. 

For  defraying  the  Extraordinary  Expences  of  the 
Army,  from  the  25  th  of  December,  1801,  to  the 
*  24th  of  December,  1802 

June  7,  1803. 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  Full-pay  to  Supernu¬ 
merary  Officers,  from  the  2$th  of  December, 
1802,  to  the  24th  of  December,  1803 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  In  and  Out  Pen- 
fioners  of  Chelfea  and  Kilmainhnm  Hofpitals 
Ditto  of  the  Royal  Military  College,  for  1803 
For  defraying  the  Expences  expected  to  be  incurred 
on  account  of  (he  Royal  Military  Afylum 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  One  Regiment  of  Light 
Dragoons,  and  One  Weft  India  Regiment,  and 
of  an  Augmentation  to  the  Dragoon  and  Foot- 
Guards  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  additional  General 
and  General  Staff  Officers  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  for  1803 

Ditto  of  Effective  Captains,  from  the  25th  of  May 
to  the  24th  of  December,  1803 
For  defraying  the  further  Charge  of  the  Barrack 
Department  for  1  803 

June  II,  1803. 

For  the  further  Charge  of  the  Barrack  Department 
in  Ireland 

June  1 8,  1803. 

Toward  defraying  the  Extraordinary  Service  of  the 
Army  in  Great  Britain  for  1803 
Ditto  in  Ireland 


26,883  1 6  © 

513,440  7  3  0 

159,672  I  II 

18,4.61  10  10 


1,032,151  4 


29>33  7  ©  o 

266,004  14  2 

8,110  2  11 

31,000  o  o 


218,270  II  5 
31,000  O  O 

35*751  *7  10 

5  8,333  «  ° 


54.J07  7  * 


2,400,000  a  ©> 
600,000  a  a 


£-8>935>75J  12  3 
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December  9,  1802.  £»  s,  d» 

For  the  Volunteer  Corps  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  froui  the  25  th  of 
December,  1802,  to  the  34th  of  December,  1803  99,169  4  3 

April  7,  1803. 

Making  Provifion  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the 
Pay  of  the  Militia  of  Ireland  for  1803. 

Ditto  of  Allowances  to  certain  Subaltern  Officers 
of  the  Militia  pf  Ireland  during  Peace, 

Ditto  for  the  Pay  and  Cloathing  of  the  Militia  of 
Great  Britain. 

June  2,  1803. 

For  making  Allowances  to  Adjutants  and  Serjeants 
of  the  Militia  difembodied,  for  1803. 

Ditto  of  Allowances  to  Subaltern  Officers  of  the 
Militia  in  time  of  Peace. 


June  7,  1  803. 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Embodied  Militia 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  ot  the  Royal 
Corps  of  Miners,  for  feveral  Periods  in  1803  * 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  Contingencies  for  the 
Embodied  Militia  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
for  1803 

Ditto  of  Cloathing  for  the  Embodied  Militia  of 
Great  Britain,  and  Royal  Corps  of  Miners 
Ditto  of  Subliftence  and  Allowance  for  Small  Beer 
for  the  Embodied  Militia  of  Great  Britain 
Ditto  of  the  Supplementary  Militia  ditto 
For  defraying  the  further  Charge  of  Volunteer 
Corps  *  ^ 

Ju?ie  II,  1803. 

JVIaking  Provifion  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the 
Cloathing  of  the  Militia  of  Ireland  for  1803. 


*>747557°  0  g 


38,345  i*  7 

143,891  5  o 

145,000  o  o 
416,000  o  o 

300,000  o  o 


£.2,889,976  2  It 


ORDNANCE. 

December  9 ,  I  8  o  2 , 

.For  Ordnance  Land  Service  in  Great  Britain,  for 

1803  -  -  637,947  12  7 

Ditto  in  Ireland  -  »  150,000  o  o 

*N  3  For 
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June  7,  1803. 

For  defraying  the  further  Charge  of  Ordnance, 
Land  Service  in  Great  Britain 
For  the  Payment  of  Outftanding  Claims  on  the  late 
Board  of  Ordnance  in  Ireland 
For  defraying  the  further  Charge  of  Ordnance  in 
Ireland  -  - 


£■ 

s. 

282,065 

to 

1 1 

38,900 

1  I 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

£■.1,128,913  '4  6 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 


December  14,  1802. 

To  make  Good  the  like  Sum  paid  for  Bounties  on 
Corn,  See,  to  the  rothof  Odlober,  1802 
For  defraying  the  probable  Amount  of  Bills  drawn, 
or  to  be  drawn,  from  New  South  Wales,  in 
i8°3  - 

Ditto — -the  Expence  of  Confining  and  Maintaining 
Convidfs  at  Home 

For  Relief  of  the  Suffering  Clergy  and  Laity  of 
France,  Toulonefe,  and  Corfican  Emigrants,  See . 
To  make  good  Money  iffued  for  making  Inquiries 
refpe&ing  the  State  of  the  Collieries 
To  make  good  Money  iffued  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Commiffioners  for  afcertainingBoundaries  of  New 
Forefl 

Ditto — to  Mr.  Baldwyn  for  his  Services  in  Egypt 
Ditto- — to  Mr.  Palmer,  CommifTary  at  New  South 
Wales,  for  Half  Freight  of  a  Veffel 
Ditto — for  making  Indexes  to  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  _ 

Ditto- — to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers 

Ditto — for  Expences  at  the  Parliament  Office 
Ditto — for  preparing  the  Model  of  a  Bridge,  Sec, 
by  Direction  of  the  Committee  for  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Port  of  London 
Ditto— -to  pay  Perfons  employed  in  preparing  Ab- 
flradts  of  Population 

Ditto — to  difeharge  Expences  in  making  Abftrafts 
of  the  Cultivation  of  England  and  Wales 
Ditto — in  Surveying  the  Straits  of  Menai 
Ditto-^for  additional  Allowance  to  the  Clerks  in 
the  Office  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accounts  * 


SH.573 

19 

1 

25,000 

0 

0 

40,847 

9 

0 

191,584 

*7 

6 

219 

7 

0 

300 

0 

0 

1,086 

i 

6 

3*4 

to 

Q 

1,659 

18 

O 

2,701 

9 

O 

360 

18 

2 

169 

7 

6 

500 

0 

■  0 

146 

1 

0 

814 

8 

6 

7H34 

4 

To 
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To  make  good  Money  iflued  to  difcharge  Fees  on  £,  s.  d. 

palling  Accounts  through  the  Offices  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  and  Exchequer  -  .  -  3  >000  o  o 

Ditto — to  the  Secretary  to  the  American  Commif- 

fioners,  for  Expences  of  the  Coinmiffion  *  1,0.60  8  6 


December  1 6,  1802. 
Ditto- — purfuant  to  Addrefs 


/ 

15,160  o  6 


February  8,  1803. 

To  be  paid  to  the  Board  of  Firft  Fruits  in  Ireland, 
for  Building  and  Re-building  Churches,  from  the 
5th  of  January,  1803,  to  the  5th  of  January, 

1 804  "  * 

For  defraying  the  probable  Expencc  of  Civil  Build¬ 
ings  in  Ireland 

Ditto — -the  Expence  of  Printing  and  Binding  250 
Copies  of  Ads  of  the  Third  Seffion  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Parliament 

Ditto — of  Proclamations  and  Advertifements  in  the 
Dublin  Gazette,  ■See. 

Ditto— -of  Printing,  Stationary,  and  other  Dif- 
burfements  for  the  Public  Offices  in  Ireland 
For  defraying  the  probable  Charges  of  Treafury 
Incidents 

Ditto — of  apprehending  Public  Offenders  in  Ireland 
Ditto — of  Criminal  Profecutions  in  Ireland 
To  be  paid  to  the  Truftees  of  the  Linen  and  Hempen 
Manufadurers  in  Ireland 

For  defraying  the  Expence  of  Pratique  in  the  Port 
of  Dublin 

To  be  paid  to  the  Accountant-General  for  prepar¬ 
ing  and  hating  the  Public  Accounts  of  Ireland 
Ditto — to  the  Deputy  Accountant-General 
Ditto — to  the  Paymafterof  Corn  Bounties  in  Ireland 
Ditto — to  the  Examinator — ditto 
Ditto — to  the  Infpedor-General  of  Imports  and 
Exports  of  Ireland 

Ditto — to  the  Firft  Clerk  of  the  Office  of  ditto 
Ditto — to  the  Examinator  of  Excife  in  Ireland  - 
Ditto — to  the  Affiftant  ditto 
Ditto — to  the  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Auditor 
of  the  Exchequer  -  . 

To  be  applied  in  Working  a  Gold  Mine  in  the 
•  County  of  Wicklow 

For  defraying  the  Expence  of  Printing  an  Index  to 
the  Ads  of  the  Two  laft  Seffions  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland 


4,6 1 5 

7 

81 

23,076 

18 

6 

830 

15 

5 

6,485 

*9 

1 1 

1 8,840 

0 

0 

DO 

■-H 

U\ 

3 

1 

2,30? 

13 

10J 

I 8,461 

10 

9z 
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9 

3 

966 

18 

7  i 

3l3 

16 

1 1 

22 1 

1 0 

9 
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9 

3 

184 

1 2 

4 

230 

5 

1  84 

1 2 

4 
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1 2 

4 
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For  defraying  the  Expence  of  Building  Law  Offices 
in  Ireland 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Incorporated  So¬ 
ciety  in  Dublin,  for  promoting  Englifh  Protef, 
tant  Schools  in  Ireland  * 

Ditto-— of  the  Office  of  Secretary  to  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  Charitable  Donations  - 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Society  for  dif- 
countenancing  Vice,  and  promoting  the  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Practice  of  the  Chriftian  Religion 
Ditto — of  the  Female  Orphan  Houfe,  near  Dublin, 
for  deferted  Female  Children 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  fitting  up  and  fupp'ort- 
ing  a  Penitentiary  in  Dublin,  for  young  Cri¬ 
minals 

Ditto — of  the  Foundling  Hofpital  in  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Hibernian  Marine  Society 
Ditto — of  the  Hibernian  School  for'  Soldiers’ 
Children 

Ditto- — of  fupporting  the  Weftmorland  Lock  Hof, 
pital  in  Dublin 

Ditto — of  the  Fever  Hofpital  in  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Houfe  of  Induflry  in  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Roman  Catholic  Seminary  at  May, 
nooth  - 

To  be  paid  to  the  Commiffioners  for  making  wide 
and  convenient  Streets  in  Dublin 
Ditto — to  the  Corporation  for  Paving,  &c.  Dublin 
Ditto — to  the  Dublin  Society  for  promoting  Huf, 
bandry,  and  other  ufeful  Arts 
To  be  applied  towards  completing  additional  Build¬ 
ings  at  the  Repofitory  of  the  Dublin  Society,  and 
Botanic  Gardens 

For  defraying  the  Expences  ©f  the  Farming  Society 
of  Ireland  »  , 

March  7,  1803. 

For  paying  off  Treafury  Bills  that  will  become  due 
the  35th  of  March,  1803 

March  24,  1803. 

For  Expences  of  the  Commiffion  for  the  Reduction 
of  the  National  Debt  -  , 

To  Officers  of  the  Exchequer  for  extra  Trouble  - 
For  Difcount  on  Loan  for  1802 
To  the  Bank  for  receiving  Contributions  to  ditto 
For  Bufinefs  relating  to  American  Claims 
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For  incidental  Expences  attending  the  Lotteries  for 
1802 

April  7,  180.5. 

For  compenfation  to  Mr.  Martin,  junior,  for  his 
Lodes  as  an  American  Loyalift 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Society  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  Knowledge  and  Pra&ice  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion  in  Ireland 

Ditto — ot  the  Female  Orphan  Houfe,  near  Dublin 
Ditto — of  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hofpital 

June  16,  1803. 

For  defraying  the  Expence  of  Roads  and  Bridges  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland 

.  .  JW  1 8,  1803. 

For  defraying  Expences  incurred  in  Repairs  of  the 
Fleet  Prifon 

Ditto — in  printing  the  56th  Volume  of  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  Indexes 
Ditto — in  Fitting-up  a  Houfe  in  Abingdon-Street 
for  depouting  the  Journals,  and  for  the  Refidence 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Journals 
’I  o  complete  the  Purchafe  of  certain  Buildings  for 
the  Accommodation  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament 

f  or  defraying  the  Expence  of  Works  done  at  the 
Auditor’s  Office,  Sec.  Soinerfet  Place 
Ditto — of  Works  done  at  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  at  the  Houfe  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  31ft  of  May,  1803 
For  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services  for  1803  - 

For  defraying  Expences  under  the  Commiffion  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Articles  of  the 
American  Treaty 

Ditto — the  Charge  of  the  Works  and  Repairs  of 
the  Military  Roads  in  North  Britain 
Ditto — the  Extraordinary  Expences  incurred  for 
^  Profecutions,  &c.  relating  to  the  Coin  in  1802 
Ditto — ot  the  Superintendence  of  Aliens 
I  o  make  good  Money  iffiued  for  additional  Allow¬ 
ances  to  Clerks  in  the  Office  for  Auditing  the 
Public  Accounts 

Ditto— to  pay  a  Bill  of  Exchange  for  the  Repairs 
of  Port  Patrick  .  r 

Ditto— to  Mr.  Ciementfon,  for  Expences  incurred 
by  him  in  removing  from  his  Official  Houfe 
To  make  good  Money  iffiued  to  Lieutenant  Grant 
for  certain  LoiTes  fuftained  by  him 
Ditto— fop  Cm  dry  Articles  provided  for  the  Ufe  of 
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the  ConviAs  embarked  on  Board  the  Glatton  for 
New  South  Wales 

Ditto — to  defray  the  pallage  to  New  South  Wales, 
of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  others 
Ditto — to  Re-pay  the  Expences  incurred  by  Sir 
George  Yonge,  in  confequence  of  Orders  direct¬ 
ing  his  immediate  Return  to  England 
Ditto — for  defraying  the  Expences  of  Surveys,  Re¬ 
ports,  and  Defigns  for  Bridges  over  rhe  Straits  of 
Menai 

Ditto — for  Expences  incurred  in  a  Journey  to  Ban¬ 
gor,  ike.  refpeCling  the  Straits  of  Menai 
Ditto— for  publishing  the  Average  Price  of  Sugar 
Ditto — -to  difeharge  Fees  on  paffing  Public  Accounts 
Ditto — for  Expences  attending  the  Surveys  of  the 
intended  Military  Roads  in  Sutherland  and 
Caithnefs 

''For  Civil  Edablifhment  of  Upper  Canada  in 
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Ditto — of  Nova  Scotia 
Ditto — of  New  Brunfwick 
Ditto— of  Prince  Edward’s  Ifland 
Ditto — of  Cape  Breton 
Ditto — -of  Newfoundland 
Ditto — of  the  Bahama  Elands 
Ditto — of  the  Bermudas,  or  Somers  Elands  - 
Ditto — of  the  Eland  of  Dominica 
Ditto — of  New  South  Wales 


To*  the  Eaft  India  Company,,  on  Account  of  Ex¬ 
pences  incurred  by  them  in  the  Public  Service 
during  the  late  War 

Towards  defraying  the  Civil  contingent  Expences 
for  the  Service  of  Ireland  in  1&03 
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June  30,  1803. 

Towards-  defraying  the  Expence  of  making  an  In¬ 
land  Navigation  in  Scotland 

July  2,  1803. 

For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fupporting  the  Bri- 
tifn  Forts  and  Settlements  on  the  Coaih  of  Africa 

To  make  good  the  like  Sum  iffued  purfuant  to  Ad- 
dreffes 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  Lad  Year’s  Grants 


20,000  o 

16,000  o 

12,314  16 
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V  1  ''  _  , 

“July  26,  1803. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  take  fuch  Meafures  as  the 

Exigency  of  Affairs  may  require  -2,000,000  o  o 

To  be  applied  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange  6©, 000  o  o 
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F@r  granting  a  yearly  Sum  of  £\  16,000  out  of  the 
consolidated  Fund  of  Great  Britain  toward  the 
Support  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange. 

July  30,  1803. 

To  make  good  the  like  Sum  illued  to  Mr.  Martin 
for  Expences  incurred  in  an  Enquiry  into  the  Men¬ 
dicity  of  the  Metropolis 

Ditto — to  Mr,  Crackiow,  for  Lofs  fuftained  by 
erecting  temporary  Buildings  at  the  Marfhalfea 
Ditto — to  Mr.  Chinnery,  for  Articles  Supplied 
Convidls  at  Portsmouth  and  New  South  Wales 
Ditto — to  pay  a  Bill  drawn  by  Mr.  Broughton  at 
Norfolk  I  Hand 

For  defraying  the  Expence  ofprinting  Journals,  Sec . 

of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
For  discharging  Arrears  of  Expences  of  the  Seven 
Police  Offices  for  the  Year  ending  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1802 

For  defraying  Expences  incurred  by  Mr.  Soane,  ;n 
making  Defigns,  Sec .  for  Alterations  propofed 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  1794.  and  1795 
For  Re-paying  the  Depoftt  Money  made  on  Forty 
Tickets  of  the  Lottery  of  1801,  which  were  for¬ 
feited 

To  Reimburfe  Dr.  Jenr.er  the  Amount  of  Fees  paid 
by  him  on  the  Receipt  of  the  Sum  granted  by 
Adt  of  laft  Sellion 
For  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
For  the  Britifh  Mufeum 
For  the  Veterinary  College 

Augnjt  2,  1803. 

To  make  Compenfation  to  Mr.  Dubois  for  his 
Loffes  as  an  American  Loyalift 
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EXCHEQUER  BILLS. 

*  t  ' 

December  2,  1 802. 

lor  paying  off  Exchequer  Bills  made  out  per  Adi 

George  HI.  .  .  2,781,532,5  2i 

December  14,  1802. 

For  paying  off  Exchequer  Bills  mad^  out  per  Adi 
of  laft  Seflion  for  raifiug  the  Sum.  of  £  1,500,000  1,500,000  o  o 

For 
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March  24,  1803. 

For  paying  Intereft  on  Exchequer  Bills  made  out 
per  Adis  30th  and  40,  and  41ft  and  42d  George 
III.  -  868,923  8  of 

July  2,  1801. 

For  paying  off  Exchequer  Bills  made  out  by  Adi  of 

lafl  Sefiion  -  -  5,000,000  o  o 

£.10,150,456  3  3 


WAYS  AND  MEANS  FOR  RAISING  THE  SUPPLY. 

I 

Grants. 

December  6,  1802. 

For  continuing  the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder, 

and  Perry  -  -  750,000  o  © 

For  railing  Fouf  Shillings  in  the  Pound  upon  Pen- 
lions,  Offices,  and  perfonal  Eftates 

For  continuing  certain  Duties  on  Sugar,  Malt, 

Tobaccco,  and  SnufF 

For  raifing  ^.5,000,000  by  Loans  or  Exchequer 

Bills  -  -  5,000,000  o  o 

December  13,  1802. 

For  applying  £, 4, 000,000  out  of  the  Monies  that 

fhall  arife  of  the  Surplus  of  the  Confolidated  Fund  4,000*000  o  © 

March  28,  1803.  £.  s .  d+ 

For  raifing  ^4,000,000  by  Loans  on  Exchequer 

Bills  -  ,  -  4,000,0000  o  o 

June  2,  1803. 

That  the  Charge  of  the  Pay  and  Clothing  of  the 
Militia  of  Great  Britain  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
Land  Tax. 

June  14,  1803. 

.For  raifing  the  Sufn  of  £.  12,000,000  by  Annui¬ 
ties,  whereof  the  Charges  of  £10,000,000  are 
to  be  defrayed  on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  £'.2,000,000  on  the  Part  of  Ireland  -12,000,000  o  o 

J uneel  6,  1803. 

That  the  Allowances  to  Adjutants,  of  the  ML 


>•  2,000,000  o  o 
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iitia,  difembodied  in  purfuance  of  Aft  39th  and 
40th  George  III.  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Land 
lax 

That  the  Allowances  to  certain  Subaltern  Officers 
of  the  Militia  in  Time  of  Peace  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  Land  Tax. 

That  the  Charge  of  the  Pay  and  Clothing  of  the 
Militia  of  Ireland  be  defrayed  out  of  the  confoli- 
dated  Fund  of  Ireland. 

That  the  Allowances  to  certain  Subaltern  Officers 
of  the  Militia  of  Ireland  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
confolidated  Fund  of  Ireland. 

,  JW  27,1803. 

For  raifing  £.1,052,333  6s.  Sd.  by  three  Lot¬ 
teries,  whereof  £"701,555  us.  id.  (hall  be  for 
the  Service  of  Great  Britain,  and  £.350,777  i$s. 

'jd.  for  the  Service  of  Ireland  -  _  1,052,333  6  % 

July  2,  1803. 

For  raifing  £»5ooo,«oo  by  Loans  or  Exchequer 

Fills  -  -  5,000,000  O 

For  applying  £.612  1 6s.  3d.  of  the  Monies  •  re¬ 
fer  ved  for  payment  of  the  Judges >  Salary 

For  applying  £.37,169  14 s.  Sd.  of  the  Monies 
referved  for  payment  of  Bounties  on  Hemp  and 
Flax 


Q 


6 12  1  6  3 


July  5,  1803. 

For  raifing  £.923,076  i8x.  6d.  by  Treafury  Bills, 
for  the  Service  of  Ireland 

July  26 ,  1803. 

For  raifing  £.1,500,000  by  Loans  on  Exchequer 
Bills 

For  raifing  £.2,000,000  by  Loans  on  Exchequer 
Bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  Aids  to  be 
granted  in  the  next  Sefion  of  Parliament 

For  applying  £2,500,000  out  of  the  Surplus  of  the 
confolidated  Fund 


37>i69  H  g 


923,076  18  £ 


1,500,000  Q  Q 


-  2,000,000  O  O 


2,500,000  Q  Q 


July  30,  1803. 

For  applying  £.600,000  (Irifh  currency)  of  the 
Monies  arifing  of  the  Surplus  of  the  confolidated 
Fund  of  Ireland 


600,000  O  Q 


Total  Ways  and  Means  *  £.41,363,192  16  1 
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National  Debt 
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Exchequer  Bills 

-  10,150,456 
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Total  of  Supply 

-  £'•381956.919 

r9 

9f 

Excels  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  Year 
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His  Majefij’s  mojl  gracious  speech 
to  both  Houfes ,  on  opening  the 
frjl  SeJJion  of  the  fecond  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland ,  2^d 
cf  November ,  1802, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  highly  gratifying  to  me 
to  refort  to  your  advice  and  af- 
fiftance,  after  the  opportunity 
which  has  been  recently  afforded, 
of  collecting  the  fenfe  of  my 
People. — The  internal  profperity 
of  the  country  has  realized  my 
moft  fang  nine  hopes  ;  we  have 
experienced  the  bounty  of  Divine 
Providence  in  the  produce  of  an 
abundant  harveft.  The  ftate  of 
the  Manufactures,  Commerce, 
and  Revenues  of  my  United  King¬ 
dom,  is  Hourifhing  beyond  exam¬ 
ple  ;  and  the  Loyalty  and  Attach¬ 
ment  which  are  manifefted  to  my 
perfon  and  Government,  afford  the 
ftrongeft  indication  of  the  juft 
fenfe  that  is  entertained  of  the 
numerous  bleftings  enjoyed  under 
the  protection  of  our  happy  Con- 
ftitution. 

In  my  intercourfe  with  Foreign 
Powers,  I  have  heen  actuated  by 
a  fncere  difpofuion  for  the  main. 


tenance  of  Peace.  It  is  never- 
thelefs  impoffible  for  me  to  iofe 
fight  of  that  eftablifhed  and  wife 

O 

fyftem  of  policy,  by  which  the 
interefts  of  other  States  are  con¬ 
nected  with  our  own  ;  and  I  can¬ 
not  therefore  be  indifferent  to  any 
material  change  in  their  relative, 
condition  and  ftrength.  My  con¬ 
duct  will  be  invariably  regulated 
by  a  due  confideration  of  the  ac¬ 
tual  fituation  of  Europe,  and  by  a 
watchful  folieitude  for  the  per-' 
manent  welfare  of  my  People. — 
You  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  agree 
with  me  in  thinking,  that  it  is 
incumbent  upon  us  to  adopt  thofe 
means  of  feourity  which  are  beft 
calculated  to  afford  the  profpeCt  of 
preferving  to  my  SubjeCts  the 
bleffmgs  of  Peace,, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  eftimates 
for  the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid 
before  you  ;  and  I  rely  on  your 
zeal  and  liberality  in  providing 
for  the  various  branches  of  the 
Public  Service ;  which  it  is  a 
great  fatisfaCtion  to  me  to  think, 
may  be  fully  accomplifhed  without 
any  confiderable  addition  to  the 
burdens  of  my  People. 


9 
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■  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  contemplate  with  the  utmoft: 
Satisfaction  the  great  and  increa- 
fing  Benefits  produced  by  that  im¬ 
portant  meafure,  which  has  united 
the  interefts  and  confolidated  the 
refource§  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land.  The  improvement  and  ex- 
tenfion  of  thefe  advantages,  will  be 
objects  of  your  unremitting  care 
and  attention.  The  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  of  my  Subjects,  fo  efiential 
to  the  fupport  of  public  credit,  and 
of  our  maritime  ftrength,  will,  I 
ana  perfuaded,  receive  from  you 
every  pofilble  encouragement ;  and 
you  will  readily  lend  your  affift- 
ance  in  affording  to  mercantile 
tranfa&ions  in  every  part  of  my 
United  Kingdom,  all  the  facility 
and  accommodation  that  may  be 
confident  with  the  public  re¬ 
vere. 

To  uphold  the  honour  of  the 
country,  to  encourage  its  induftry, 
to  improve  its  refources,  and  to 
maintain  the  true  principles  of 
the  Confiitution  in  Church  and 
State,  are  the  great  and  leading 
duties  which  you  are  called  upon 
to  difeharge.  In  the  performance 
of  them,  you  may  be  affured  of 
my  uniform  and  cordial  fupport ; 
it  being  my  earned  wifh  to  cul¬ 
tivate  a  perfeft  harmony  and  con¬ 
fidence  between  me  and  my  Par¬ 
liament,  and  to  promote  to  the 
utmoff  the  welfare  of  my  faithful 
fubjeCls,  whofe  interefts  and  hap- 
pinefs  I  (hall  ever  confider  as  in- 
feparable  from  my  own. 

.(JgUU  ,  ' _ — ...  ...  - _ _ _ _ _ - 

His  Majeffs  Meffage  to  Parliament, 
recommending  to  their  Con  ft  der¬ 
ation,  the  Affairs  of  His  Rojal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Jfrales<, 


G.  R. 

HIS  Majefiy  having  taken  into 
conlideration  the  period  which  has 
elapfed  fince  the  adoption  of  thofe 
arrangements  which  Parliament, 
in  its  wifdom  thought  fit  to  efta- 

O 

blifb,  for  difeharging  the  incum¬ 
brances  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  having  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  progrefs  made  for 
carrying  the  fame  into  effect,  re¬ 
commends  to  the  confideration  of 
his  faithful  parliament  the  prefent 
fituation  of  his  Royal  Highnefs; 
and  notwithstanding  the  reluctance 
and  regret  his  Majefiy  feels  at 
fuggefting  any  additional  burthens 
upon  his  people,  he  is  induced  to 
refort  to  the  experience,  liberality* 
and  attachment  towards  his  royal 
houfe,  always  manifefied  by  his 
faithful  Parliament,  and  to  exprefs 
his  reliance  on  their  taking  fuch 
meafures  as  are  bed  calculated  to 
maintain  the  dignity,  and  add  to 
the  comforts  of  fo  diftinguifhed 
a  branch  of  his  Royal  family. 


His  Majefy’s  Meffage  announcing  the 
Armaments  in  France  and  Hol¬ 
land,  g th  of  March,  1803* 

G.  R. 

HIS  Majefty  thinks  it  neceffary 
to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  that  as  very  confiderable 
military  preparations  are  carrying 
on  in  the  ports  of  France  and 
Holland,  he  has  judged  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  adopt  additional  meafures 
of  precaution  for  the  fecurity  of 
his  dominions.  Though  the  pre* 
parations  te  which  his  Majefty 
refers,  are  avowedly  directed  to 
Colonial  fervice,  yet  as  difeuflions 
of  great  importance  are  now  fub* 

filling 
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fitting  between  his  Majefty  and 
the  French  Government,  the  re- 
refult  of  which,  mutt  be  uncertain 
at  prefent ;  his  Majefty  is  induced 
to  make  this  communication  to  his 
faithful  Commons,  in  the  full  per. 
fuafion,  that  whilft  they  partake 
of  his  Majefty ’s  carneft  and  un¬ 
varying  folicitude  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  Peace,  he  may  rely  with 
perfect  confidence  on  their  public 
fpirit  and  liberality,  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  adopt  fuch  meafures 
as  circumftances  may  feem  to  re- 
quire  for  fupporting  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  and  the  elfential  in¬ 
terests  of  his  people. 


His  Majefty s  Mejfage  to  Parliament 
for  calling  out  the  Militia ,  the 
i  oth  of  March ,  1803. 

G.  R. 

IN  confequence  of  the  formi¬ 
dable  military  preparations  car¬ 
rying  on  in  the  ports  of  France 
and  Holland,  pending  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  an  important  negotiation 
between  Plis  Majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment  and  that  of  France,  the 
refult  of  which  cannot  yet  be 
known,  his  Majefty  acquaints  the 
Houfe,  that,  adluated  by  the  con¬ 
cern  he  always  feels  for  the  fe- 
curity  and  welfare  of  his  fubjedts, 
he  has  thought  it  neceffary  to  ex- 
ercife  the  powers  vetted  in  him  by 
adt  of  parliament,  for  calling  out, 
and  embodying  forthwith,  the 
Militia  of  thefe  kingdoms,  or  fuch 
pan  thereof  as  his  Majefty  (hall 
think  proper  for  the  defence  and 
iafefy  of  thefe  kingdoms,  not  doubt¬ 
ing  but  his  parliament  will  ap¬ 
prove  the  fame. 

Vol.XLV,  or  Vql.1II.New 


His  Majefty  s  Me f age  to  Parliament 
ref  petting  an  Annuity  to  be  fettled 
on  Sir  fames  Saumarez ,  the  2yth 
of  March ,  1803. 

G.  R* 

HIS  Majefty  hating  taken  in¬ 
to  confideration,  the  eminent  fer- 
vices  of  Sir  James  Saumarez,  Bart„ 
K.  B.  and  particularly  the  brilliant 
vidfory  obtained  by  him,  and  the 
fhips  under  his  command,  over  a 
fuperior  fquadron  of  Spanifh  fhips 
in  the  S freights  of  Gibraltar,  on 
the  memorable  12th  of  July, 
1801,  has  thought  it  neceftary  to 
confer  upon  him  an  annuity  of 
1 , 200I.  a  year,  during  his  natural 
life ;  and  recommends  the  fame 
to  the  confideration  of  this  houfe. 


His  Majefty’ s  Mejfage  to  Parlia - 
ment  announcing  the  Rupture 
avith  France ,  the  1 6th  of  May} 

I  803. 

G.  R. 

HIS  Majefty  thinks  it  proper 
to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
that  the  di/euflions  which  he  an¬ 
nounced  to  them  in  his  Meflage  of 
the  8th  of  March  laft,  as  then 
fubfifting  between  his  Majefty 
and  the  French  government,  have 
been  terminated  ;  that  the  condudt 
ol  the  French  government  has 
obliged  his  Majefty  to  recall  his 
Ambaflador  from  Paris,  and  that 
the  Ambaflador  from  the  French. 
Republic  has  left  London. 

Ilis  Majefty  has  given  direct 
tions  for  laying  before  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  with  as  little  delay  as 
poflible,  copies  of  fuch  papers  as 
will  afford  the  fullcft  information 
Series,  *  Q  t© 
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to  his  parliament  at  this  important 
conjundure. 

It  is  a  confolation  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  refled,  that  no  endeavours 
have  been  wanting  on  his  part  to 
preferve  to  his  fubjeds  the  bleflings 
of  peace  ;  but  under  the  circum- 
ftancex  which  have  occurred  to 
difappoint  his  juih  expectations, 
his  Majefly  relies  with  con¬ 
fidence  on  the  zeal  and  public 
fpirit  of  his  faithful  commons,  and 
on  the  exertions  of  his  brave  and 
loyal  fubjecls,  to  fupport  him  in 
his  determination  to  employ  the 
power  and  refources  of  the  nation, 
in  oppofmg  the  fpirit  of  ambition 
and  encroachment,  which  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  aduates  the  councils  of  France, 
in  upholding  the  dignity  of  his 
crown,  and  in  averting  and  main¬ 
taining  the  rights  and  interefts 
of  his  people.  , 


fares  having  been  recently  taken 
by  them  in  dired  violation  of  the 
independence  of  the  Batavian  Re¬ 
public,  his  Majefly  judged  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  dired  his  mi  ruder  to 
leave  the  Hague  ;  and  he  has  lines 
given  orders,  that  letters  of  mar¬ 
que  and  general  reprifals,  fhould 
be  iffued  againft  the  Batavian 
Republic  and  its  fubjeds. 

His  Majefly  has  at  all  times 
manifefted  the  deepeft  and  mod 
lively  intereft  for  the  profperity 
and  independence  of  the  United 
Provinces :  he  has  recourfe  to 
thefe  proceedings  with  the  moft 
fincere  regret,  but  the  condud  of 
the  French  Government  has  left 
him  no  alternative  ;  and  in  adopt¬ 
ing  thefe  meafures,  he  is  aduated 
by  a  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  hi» 
own  dignity,  and  to  the  fecurity 
and  effential  interefts  of  his  do¬ 
minions. 


His  fyLajefty’ S  Meffage  to  Parliament 
announcing  Mobilities  againft  Hol¬ 
land ,  the  I  fth  of  June ,  1803. 

G.  R. 

HIS  Majefly  thinks  it  right  t° 
inform  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  tha* 
from  an  anxious  defire  to  prevent 
the  calamities  of  war  being  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  Batavian  Republic, 
he  communicated  to  that  Go¬ 
vernment  his  difpofition  to  refped 
their  neutrality,  provided  that  a 
fimilar  difpofition  was  manifefled 
en  the  part  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  that  the  French  forces 
were  forthwith  withdrawn  from 
the  territories  of  the  Batavian 
republic.  This  proportion  not 
having  been  acceded  to  by  the 
government  of  France,  and  mea- 


His  Majefly* s  Meffage  to  Parliament 
ref  peeing  an  Additional  Force  for 
Defence  of  the  Country ,  the  1  8  th 
of  June ,  1803. 

G.  R. 

HIS  Majefly  thinks  it  proper 
to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
that  for  the  more  effedual  defence 
of  the  United  Kingdom  againft 
the  avowed  deftgns  of  the  enemy, 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  providing 
fuch  means,  as  may  be  heft  calcu¬ 
lated  for  a  vigorous  profecution  of 
the  war,  his  Majefly  deems  it 
important  that  a  large  additional 
force  fhould  be  forthwith  raifed 
and  aflfembled. 

Ilis  Majefly  recommends  this 
fubjeft  to  the  confideration  of 
their  Lordfhips,  and  relies  with 

con- 
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confidence  on  their  zeal  and  public 
fpirit,  that  they  will  adopt  fuch 
meafures  as  upon  this  occafion  (hall 
appear  to  them  to  be  raoft  effectual, 
and  for  carrying  the  fame  into 
execution,  with  the  leaft  poffible 
delay. 


His  Majefty' s  Meffage  to  Parliament 
requiring  a  Supply ,  the  20th  erf 
July,  1803. 

G.  R. 

HIS  Majefty  relying  on  the 
zealous  fupport  of  his  faithful 
Commons  in  the  vigorous  profe- 
cution  of  the  war,  in  which  the 
country  is  engaged,  recommends 
to  the  Houfe  to  confider  of  ma¬ 
king  provifion  towards  enabling 
his  Majefty  to  defray  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  expences  incurred  in  the 
fervice  of  the  prefent  year,  and 
to  take  fuch  further  meafures, 
as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may 
require. 


His  Majefty' s  Meffage  to  Parliament , 
on  the  Affairs  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange ,  the  loth  of  July ,  I  So 3. 

G.  R.  ' 

HIS  Majefty  having  taken  into 
conftderation  the  prefent  fituation 
of  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Orange, 
the  bonds  of  alliance  and  affinity 
between  him  and  that  illuftrious 
family,  the  important  fervices  it 
has  rendered  to  this  country  on  fo 
many  occafions,  and  the  Ioffes  it 
fuftained  in  the  late  war,  recom¬ 
mends  thefe  circumftances  to  the 
attention  of  his  faithful  Commons, 


trufting  that  they  will  enable  him 
to  make  fuch  pecuniary  allowance 
to  that  illuftrious  family,  may 
be  warranted  by  its  prefent  fitua¬ 
tion,  and  the  juftice  of  this 
country. 


His  Majefty' s  Meffage  to  Parliament , 
on  the  hfurreiiion  in  Ireland ,  the 
2  %th  of  July,  1808. 

G.  R. 

HIS  Majefty  feels  the  deepeft 
regret  in  acquainting  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  a  treafonable  and 
rebellious  fpirit  of  infurredlion, 
has  manifefted  itfelf  in  Ireland, 
which  has  been  marked  by  cir¬ 
cumftances  of  peculiar  atrocity  in 
the  city  of  Dublin. 

His  Majefty  relies  with  perfect 
confidence  on  the  wifdom  of  his 
Parliament,  that  fuch  meafures 
fhall  be  forthwith  adopted  as  are 
beft  calculated  to  afford  protedlioti 
and  fecurity  to  his  Majefty^ 
loyal  fubjedls  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  to  reftore 
and  preferve  general  tranquillity. 


Proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  on  the  fame  Subjeft, 

Hardwicke, 

Whereas  divers  perfons,  engaged 
in  a  treafonable  and  daring  infur- 
rediion  againft  his  Majefty '$  Go¬ 
vernment,  did,  on  the  evening  of 
yefterday,  the  23d  of  July  inftanf, 
fuddenly  affemble  in  the  Liberties 
of  Dublin,  with  fife-arms  and  pikes, 
and  did  there  commit  feverai 
outrages,  and  particularly  in  Tho- 
mas-ftreet,  in  {he  parifh  of  St, 
*0*  Cat  ha- 
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Catharine,  within  the  faid  liber¬ 
ties,  did  afiauit  the  carriage  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Arthur  Lord  Vif- 
eount  Kilwarden,  Chief  Juftice  of 
his  Majefty’s  tMoft  Honourable 
Privy  Council,  and  did  drag  the 
faid  Arthur  Lord  Vifcount  Kil¬ 
warden,  together  with  his  nephew, 
the  Rev.  Richard  Wolfe,  Clerk, 
from  his  faid  carriage,  and  did 
there  balely  and  inhumanly  mur¬ 
der  the  faid  Arthur  Lord  Vifcount 
Kilwarden  and  Richard  W olfe,  by 
(tabbing -them  refpe&ively  with 
pikes  in  various  parts  of  their 
bodies,  of  which  wounds  they  both 
foon  after  died. 

Now  we,  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Council,  in  order  to  bring 
fueh  enormous  offenders  to  condign 
punifhment,  do,  by  this  our  Pro¬ 
clamation,  publifh  and  declare, 
that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  fhall 
within  fix  calendar  months  from 
the  date  hereof,  difeover  any  of 
the  perfon  or  perfons  who  com¬ 
mitted  the  faid  inhuman  murders 
on  the  faid  Arthur  Vifcount  Kil¬ 
warden  and  the  faid  Rev.  Richard 
Wolfe,  or  either  of  them,  or  who 
aided  and  aflifted  therein,  or  who 
advifed,  encouraged,  inftigated, 
moved,  ftimulated,  or  incited  the 
perfons  concerned  therein  to  com¬ 
mit  the  fame,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
fo  difeovering  fhall  receive  as  a  re¬ 
ward  the  fum  of  One  Thoufand 
Pounds  fterling  for  each  and  every 
of  the  firft  three  perfons  who  fhall 
be  apprehended  arid  Convi&ed 
thereof. 

And  we  do  like  wife  publifh  and 
declare,  that  if  any  of  the  per¬ 
fons  concerned  in  the  murder 
aforefaid,  fave  and  except  the  per¬ 
fons  who  actually  itabbed  the  faid 
Lord  Vifcount  Kilwarden  and  the 
Rev,  Richard  Wolfe,  or  either  of 


them,  j  as  aforefaid,  fhall  difeover 
any  other  of  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  faid  murder,  or 
either  of  them,  fo  that  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  fo  difeovered  fhall  be 
convicted  thereof,  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  fo  difeovering  fhall,  over 
and  above  the  faid  reward,  receive 
his  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  par¬ 
don  for  the  faid  offences. 

And  whereas  it  has  .appeared  t® 
us,  that  the  daring  and  rebellious 
outrages  aforefaid  were  committed 
in  profecution  of  a  rebellious  Con- 
fpiracy  againft  his  Majefty’s  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  that  divers  other 
enormities  were  at  the  fame  time 
committed  in  Thomas- ft reet  afore¬ 
faid,  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
thereof,  in  profecution  of  the  fame 
treafonable  purpofe,  and  that  divers 
of  the  Perfons  engaged  therein  did 
come  to  Dublin  with  intent  to 
commit  fuch  outrages  and  enor¬ 
mities,  in  order  to  induce  and  per- 
fuade  his  Majefty’s  peaceable  and 
loyal  Subjects  in  the  City  of  Dub¬ 
lin  and  its  neighbourhood,  by  the 
terror  thereof, and  by  apprehenfions 
for  their  own  perfonal  fafety,  to 
join  in  the  treafonable  Confpiracy 
aforefaid. 

Now  we  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Council  do  hereby  ftridlly 
enjoin  and  command  all  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fubjedls  in  their  feveral 
ftations,  and  according  to  their 
feveral  duties,  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  fupprefs  all  fuch 
rebellious  infurredlions  and  trea¬ 
fonable  pradKces,  and  to  apprehend 
and  bring  the  perfons  engaged 
therein  to  the  punifhment  due  to 
their  crimes  ;  and  more  efpecially- 
we  do  ftriftly  enjoin  and  command 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  the-  City  of 
Dublin,- and  all  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  of  the  faid  City  of  Dublin, 
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and  of  the  County  of  Dublin,  and 
all  Sheriffs  and  other  Magiftrates 
and  officers  within  their  federal 
jurifdidtions,  and  all  other  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  loving  fubjedls,  to  do  all 
ads  in  their  power  to  fuch  purpofes. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  re¬ 
quire  and  command  all  Officers 
commanding  his  Majefty’s  forces, 
to  employ  rhe  troops  under  their 
command  in  the  moft  fpeedy  and 
effedual  manner,  for  the  fuppreffion 
ot  all  Rebellious  Infurredions  and 
Treafonable  Pradices,  whenever 
the  fame  may  appear,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  difarm  all  Rebels, ‘and 
recover  all  arms  forcibly  and  trai- 
toroufly  taken  from  his  Majefty’s 
peaceable  and  loyal  fubjeds,  and 
take  up  and  feize  all  arms  arid  am¬ 
munition  which  may  be  found  in 
the  cuftody  of  any  perfon  or  perfons 
not  duly  authorized  by  lav/  to  have 
and  keep  the  fame. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber, 
in  Dublin,  the  24th  day  of 
July,  1803. 

Signed,  Redefdale,  C.  Chas.  Dub¬ 
lin,  W.  Tuam,  Drogheda. 
Ely,  Arran,  Annefley, 
Tyrawley,  Her,  Lan- 
grifhe,  Denis  Drowne, 
Henry  King,  S.  Hamil- 
ton,  St.  George  Daly,  D. 
La  Louche,  James  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  M,  Fitzgerald,  H. 
E.  Fox,  M.  Smith,  Stan- 
difh  O  Gradv. 

God  Save  the  King. 


jUdrefs  of  the  Speaker  of  the  IJoufe 
of  Commons  to  his  Majefty  at  the 
(dofe  of  the  Sejfion,  the  1 2th  of 
Aagufy  1803, 


Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

Your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  knights, 
citizens,  and  burgeffes  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  Parliament  affeiru 
bled,  have  at  length  completed  the 
fupplies  granted  to  ^your  Majefty 
for  the  fervice  of  the  prefen t  year 
— a  period  memorablefcr  the  events 
which  it  has  produced,  and  awful 
for  thofe  which  may  be  yet  to 
come. 

In  granting  thofe  fupplies,  your 
Majefty’s  faithful  Corrimons  have 
confidered,  that  a  crifts  without 
example  demanded  unexampled 
efforts :  and,  by  refolving  to  raife 
annually  a  large  proportion  of  the 
fupplies  for  the  current  year,  fo 
long  as  the  war  endures,  they  have 
given  to  all  the  world  a  folemn 
pledge  of  their  inflexible  deter¬ 
mination  to  render  public  credit 
unaffailable. 

They  have  alfo  proceeded  to 
revile  the  fyftem  of  your  Majefty’s 
permanent  revenue.  By  confoii- 
dating  the  duties  in  each  of  its 
principal  branches,  they  have  Am¬ 
plified  its  operations,  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  have  endeavoured 
to  render  its  preffure  lefs  burthen, 
fome,  by  regulating  its  mode  of 
colledlion. 

The  commercial  interefts  of  this 
country  to  which  our  attention 
was  called  by  your  Majefty’s 
gracious  commands  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  feffion, 
have  been  maturely  confidered  : 
and  meafures  have  been  taken  for 
affording  material  accommodations 
and  facilities  to  mercantile  tranf. 
adtions,  by  rendering  our  prin¬ 
cipal  ports  tree  for  all  nations  to 
^  J  import. 
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import,  depofit,  and  re-export 
their  merchandize,  without  toil  or 
tax,  unlefs  voluntarily  brought 
into  our  own  market  for  home 
confumption. 

Nor  have  we  forgotten  to  be¬ 
llow  pur  earned:  and  ferious  thoughts 
upon  the  fafety  and  efficacy  of 
our  church  eflablifhment  in  every 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Upon  this  fubjcfr,  as  comprehend¬ 
ing  all  that  confecrates  our  ra¬ 
tional  hopes,  morals,,  and  policy, 
we  have  deliberated  with  peculiar 
care  and  anxiety ;  and  we  prefume 
to  believe,  that  the  important 
laws  which  have  been  paffed  in 
aid  of  our  church  eflablifhment, 
will  materially  {Lengthen  and 
gradually  extend  its  influence 
through  fucceeding  ages. 

But,  Sire,  thefe  were  cares  and 
objefts  belonging  to  times  of 
peage.  Wife,  politic  and  defirable 
as  they  might  be,  never thelefs, 
called  upon  now  by  your  Majefty's 
commands,  we  have  without  he- 
fitation  turned  all  our  thoughts 
and  efforts  to  meet  the  renewal  of 
war,  perfuaded  that  yourMajefly’s 
paternal  care  preferved  to  us  the 
the  bleffings  of  peace,  fo  long  as 
they  could  be  retained  with  fafety 
and  honour,  and  confident  that 
flnce  they  have  been  openly  at¬ 
tacked,  and  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe  has  been  made  manifeft  to 
the  world,  our  appeal  to  arms  will 
not  be  in  vain. 

This  war  we  fee  and  know  to 
be  a  war  of  no  ordinary  chara&er. 
We  feel  that  our  religion,  laws, 
apd  liberties,  and  exiftence  as  a 
nation  are  put  to  the  iffue,  and  we 
have  prepared  for  the  conteft  ac¬ 
cordingly.  Befides  the  fupplies 
of  money  we  have  augmented. 


beyond  all  former  example,  every 
fpecies  of  military  force  known  in 
this  country — we  have  met  re¬ 
bellion  with  prompt  and  neceffary 
laws — and  for  the  defence  of  a  So¬ 
vereign  endeared  to  us  by  long 
experience  ©f  his  royal  virtues, 
and  commanding  not  our  allegiance 
alone,  but  our  hearts  and  affec¬ 
tions,  the  whole  nation  has  rifen 
up  in  arms. — May  then  the  God 
of  our  fathers  go  forth  with  us  to 
battle,  and  blefs  our  caufe,  and 
ftablifh  with  vi&ory  that  throne 
which  we  revere  as  the  bulwark 
of  our  liberties ;  and  fo  (hail 
other  nations  at  length  learn,  that 
a  free,  valiant,  and  united  people 
is  unconquerable,  and  able  to  let 
lafting  bounds  to  an  empire  of  vio¬ 
lence,  perfidy,  and  unrelenting 
ambition. 

To  the  bills  which  I  have  now 
humbly  to  prefent  to  your  Majefty, 
your  Commons,  with  all  humility, 
entreat  jour  Majefly’s  royal  af- 
fent. 


The  King's  Moft  Gracious  Speech ,  on 
proroguing  the  Parliament ,  the 
1 2th  of  AuguJl ,  I  So 3 . 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  AM  at  length  enabled,  by  the 
ffate  of  public  bufinefs,  to  releafe 
you  from  your  long  and  laborious 
attendance  in  Parliament. 

In  clofing  the  feffion,  I  have  the 
utmoft  fatisfaftion  in  exprefling  the 
ftron£  fenfe  which  I  entertain  of 
that  zealous  and  unwearied  regard 
for  the  welfare  and  honour  of  your 
country,  which  has  diftinguifhed 
all  yopr  proceedings. 

During 


STATE 

Daring  the  continuance  of  peace, 
your  conduit  manifefted  the  juft 
view  which  you  had  taken  of  our 
a&ual  fituation,  and  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  again  ft  which  you  were  pe¬ 
culiarly  called  upon  to  provide  ; 
and  fince  the  recurrence  of  hofti- 
lities,  you  have  difplayed  an 
energy  *  and  promptitude  which 
have  never  been  furpafted,  in  the 
means  which  you  have  applied  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  and  for 
the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war.  four  proceedings,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  late  treafonable 
and  atrocious  occurrences  in  Ire¬ 
land,  will,  I  truft,  have  the  effect 
of  preventing  any  further  interrup¬ 
tion  of  its  internal  tranquillity,  and 
of  convincing  my  loyal  fub j efts  in 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
that  they  may  confidently  rely  on 
that  protection  to  which  they  are 
fo  juftly  entitled. 

In  the  inidft  of  the  deliberations, 
which  were  occafioned  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  exigency  of  the  times, 
you  have  not  been  unmindful  of 
other  objetfts,  to  which  I  had  di¬ 
rected  your  attention;  and  I  have 
great  fatistaftion  in  obferving  that 
you  have  completed  a  fyftem  for 
confoiidating  the  duties,  and  regu¬ 
lating  the  collection  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
revenue ;  and  that  you  have 
adopted  meafures  which  are  cal¬ 
culated  to  afford  material  accom¬ 
modation  to  the  mercantile  part  of 
the  community,  and  to  encourage 
and  extend  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  my  dominions. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  return  you  my  particular 
thanks  for  the  liberality  and  rea- 
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dinefs  with  which  you  have  gran' 
ted  the  fupplies  for  the  public 
fervice. — It  is  painful  to  me  to  re- 
fled,  that  the  means  of  neceftary 
exertion  cannot  be  provided  with¬ 
out  a  heavy  jrtflute  upon  my 
faithful  people  ;  but  I  cannot  fuf- 
ficienfly  applaud  that  wifdom  and 
fortitude  which  have  led  you  to 
overlook  confiderations  of  tempo¬ 
rary  convenience,  for  the  purpofe 
of  preventing  a  large  accumulation 
of  debt  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  You  may  be  allured 
that  there  fh all  be  as  ftrid  an  at¬ 
tention  to  economy  on  my  part 
as  may  be  confident  with  thofe 
preparations  and  exertions  which 
will  be  beft  calculated  to  fr ultra te 
the  deftgns  and  weaken  the  power 
of  the  enemy,  by  whofe  arrogant 
pretenfions  and  reftlefs  ambition 
alone  thefe  facrifices  have  beeq 
rendered  unavoidable. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  fully  perfuaded  that,  du¬ 
ring  the  ceftation  of  your  parlia¬ 
mentary  duties,  you  will  continue 
to  be  actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit, 
which  has  been  uniformly  difplayed 
in  your  councils.  It  will  be  your 
duty  to  aflift  in  carrying  into  effect 
thofe  important  meafures,  which 
your  wifdom  has  matured  foe  the 
defence  and  fecurity  of  the  realm  ; 
and  particularly  to  give  the  moft 
beneficial  direction  to  that  ardour 
and  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country,,  which  animate  all  clafles 
of  my,  people.  Juftly  fenfible  of 
the  ftate  of  pre-eminence,  in  which 
it  has  pleafed  the  Almighty  to 
fupport  us,  for  fo  many  ages, 
amongft  the  nations  of  Europe, 

I  rely  with  confidence,  that  un* 
der  the  continuance  of  his  Di¬ 
vine  protection,  the  exertions  of 
*  O  4  my 
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my  brave  and  loyal  fubjefls  will 
prove  to  the  enemy  and  to  the 
world,  that  an  attempt  to  fubvert 
the  independence,  or  impair  the 
power  of  this  united  kingdom, 
will  terminate  in  the  difgrace, 
and  ruin  of  thofe  by  whom  it  may 
be  made,  and  that  my  people  will 
find  an  ample  reward  for  all  their 
facrifices,  in  an  undifturbed  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  that  freedom  and  fecurity, 
which  by  their  patrioliim  and  va¬ 
lour,  they  will  have  prefer  ved, 
and  enfured  to  themfelves  and 
their  pofterityF5 


Add  refs  of  the  Firfl  Conful  of  France 
to  the  Helvetic  Deputies ,  publifbed 
at  Paris,  the  2  8  th  of  December , 

1802. 

THE  more  I  learn  of  your 
country,  fo  much  the  more  am  I 
convinced  that  it  cannot,  with  ad¬ 
vantage,  have  more  than  a  Angle 
government.  By  the  reprefenta- 
tive  fyftem,  the  democratic  cantons 
would  be  fubjefted  to  the  neceffity 
of  payments  to  which  they  are 
unaccuftomed.  The  defendants 
of  Wiliiam  Tell  mull  know  nei¬ 
ther  the  reftraint  of  chains,  nor 
the  payment  of  imports.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  for  Berne  and  the 
other  great  cantons,  the  attempts 
at  pure  democracy  were  abfurd. 
Your  different  cantons  muff  of  ne-‘ 
ceffity  have  diverffties  of  conftitu- 
tional  arrangement.  With  three 
leading  exceptions,  you  muft  be 
je-eftabl ifhed  nearly  in  the  fame 
political  order  in  which  you  were 
before.  .  The  inequality  of  rights 
which  fubfifted  among  the  old  can¬ 
tons  ;  the  relations  between  fove- 
-  reign  and  fnbj^flftates  \  with  the 


prerogatives  of  the  Patrician  fami¬ 
lies  muft  be  abolifhed  for  ever. 
Under  thefe  corrections  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  cantons  ;  Switzer¬ 
land  may  pofiefs  a  federative  go¬ 
vernment  of  effective  vigour. 

For  the  maintenance  of  an  in¬ 
dependent  central  government  your 
country  is,  by  the  invincible  par- 
fimony  of  nature,  too  poor.  Your 
government  cannot  be  other  than 
one  which  may  be  fupported  with¬ 
out  a  burthenfome  civil  lift.  You 
cannot  now  aft  that  part,  among 
the  great  powers  of  Europe,  to 
which  you  were  formerly  not  un¬ 
equal,  when  thofe  which  now 
ednftitute  the  great  powers,  were 
fubdivided  into  a  multitude  of 
petty  ftates.  Your  real  force 
would  be  enfeebled,  your  prefent 
militia  would  be  loft  by  the  infti- 
tution  of  a  Handing  army.  You 
might,  indeed,  become  great  by 
forming  two  departments  of 
France.  But  from  France  you 
are  feparated  by  the  eternal  in- 
deftruftible  barriers  of  nature.  Be¬ 
tween  two  powers,  between  which 
there  is  a  balance  of  force  and 
influence,  you  are  fafe.  Preferve 
your  neutrality,  your  laws,  your 
political  tranquillity,  your  good 
morals  ;  and  your  fortune  cannot 
but  be  happy.  Confederative 
governments  enfeeble  great  ftates ; 
butby  concentrating,invigoratesthe 
energies  of  thofe  which  are  fmall, 
Befides,  whom  would  you  place 
at  the  head  of  your  central  govern¬ 
ment  ?  If  feveral  perfons,  would 
there  not  be  a  divifion  of  -their 
opinions  and  interefts  ?  If  one 
man,  who  is  there  among  you, 
whom  you  would  all  be  willing 
to  invert;  with  the  necelfary  con¬ 
fidence  arid  authority  ?  I,  in¬ 
verted  as  I  am,  by  .the  confi¬ 
dence 
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denee  of  a  great  nation,  with  the 
power  of  its  fupreme  magiftracy, 
could,  not  undertake  to  govern 
you.  Should  you  chufe  a  native 
of  Zurich,  the  inhabitants  of  Berne 
would  be  diffatisfied.  By  the 
choice  of  a  catholic,  offence  would 
be  given  to  the  proteftants.  By 
the  reftoration  of  the  governments 
of  the  cantons,  you  may  become 
happier  than  by  any  merely  central 
government.  During  the  exlft- 
ence  of  one  fingle  government  for 
all  Switzerland,  what  have,  you 
known  but  inceffant  and  unavail.,, 
ing  changes  ?  Lad  year  you  drove 
away  a  diet  legitimately  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  people.  Of  your  lad 
conftitution  I  cannot  approve ;  a 
central  government  cannot  be  main¬ 
tained  among  you,  without  the 
prefence  of  French  troops.  Your 
prefent  government  knows  this  by 
experience.  Its  members  fpoke 
the  voice  of  patriotifm,  in  consent¬ 
ing  that  the  French  troops  fhould 
be  withdrawn;  but  their  prudence 
in  that  confent  was  not  jtfftified  by 
the  events  which  followed.  As  a 
French  citizen,  I  cannot  but  add, 
that  Switzerland,  though  indepen¬ 
dent  in  regard  to  its  own  affairs, 
muff  not  be  fo  in  its  relations  to 
France.  No  Englith  emiffaries 
are  to  be  entertained  in  Switzer¬ 
land.  With  England  the  Swifs 
mud  enter  into  no  treaty.  The 
governor  of  Berne  has  ever  been 
in  the  habit  of  feeking  the  fupport 
of  foreign  powers,  hodile  to 
France.  This  .  example  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Reding,  and  the  other 
leaders  in  the  lad  infurreetion. 
Such  mud  never  again  be  the.  po¬ 
licy  of  Switzerland.  France  will 
never  permit  the  Leman  territory, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  are  by 
blood  and  language  allied  to 


the  French,  to  become  again  fub- 
jeft  to  the  Swifs.  The  bads  of 
your  new  drufture  mud  be  taken 
from  the  revolution  and  the  will 
of  the  people.  In  the  whole,  the 
people  mud  be  fatisfied,  and  no 
taxes  mud  be  impofed. 


'The  Federal  Conftitution  of  the  Swiss 
Cantons,  as  fettled  by  the  Me¬ 
diation  of  the  Firft  Confulof  France 
and  the  Deputies  of  the  Cantons . 

Dated  Paris ,  Feb.  19,  l8oj» 

General  Dijpof lions. 

Art.  1.  The  nineteen  cantons 
of  Switzerland,  viz.  Appenzell, 
Argo  via,  Badej  Berne,  Fribourg, 
Glaris,  Grifons,  Lucerne,  St.  Gall, 
Schaffhaufen,  Schwitz,  Soleure, 
Teffen,  Thurgovia,  Underweld, 
Uri,  Vaud,  Zug,  and  Zurich,  are 
to  be  federally  united,  according 
to  the  principles  of  their  refpcCtive 
conditutions.  They  reciprocally 
guarantee  thofe  conditutions,  as 
well  as  their  territories,  liberty, 
and  independence,  either  with  a 
reference  to  foreign  powers,  or  the 
ufurpation  of  any  particular  can¬ 
ton,  or  the  conduct  of  factions. 

2.  The  contingencies,  either  in 
troops  or  money,  which  will  be 
neceffary  for  the  due  execution  of 
thofe  guarantees,  are  to  be  fur- 
nidi  ed  by  the  refpeftive  cantons  in 
the  following  proportions.  [ Here 

follows  the  quota ,  &c.  which  it  is 
propojed  each  canton  Jhall  furnijh,  ] 

3.  There  (hall  exift  no  longer  in 
Switzerland  provincial  fubje&s, 
nor  any  fpecies  ot  privilege,  either 
local,  hereditary,  perfonal,  or  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  families. 

4.  Every  Swifs  citizen  (hall 
have  the  liberty  ol  removing  his 

refidencc 
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refidence  from  one  canton  to  ano¬ 
ther,  and  freely  to  exercife  his  in- 
'duffry  in  any.  It  is  permitted  him 
to  acquire  political  right  in  what¬ 
ever  canton  he  eftablifhes  himfelf. 
Bat  he  {hall  not  enjoy,  at  the  fame 
time,  political  rights  in  more  than 
one  canton. 

5.  The  ancient  laws  of  com¬ 
merce,  external  or  internal,  are 
abolifhed.  The  free  exchange  and 
circulation  of  commodities,  cattle, 
merchandi7es,  &c.  are  guaranteed. 
All  exclufive  commercial  privileges 
are  abolifhed  in  the  interior  of 
Switzerland.  The  cuftoms,  &c, 
payable  on  the  frontiers,  fh all  go 
to  the  treafury  of  the  adjoining 
canton ;  but  the  rates  and  propor¬ 
tions  ol  thefe  fha.ll  be  fubmitted 
for  the  approbation  of  the  diet. 

6.  Each  canton  fhall  refer ve  to 
itfelf  the  tolls  deftined  for  the  re¬ 
pairs  of  the  roads,  keeping  in  order 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  bridges, 
See.  ;  but  the  rates  of  thefe  fhall, 
as  in  the  foregoing  inifance,  be  left 
to  the  diferetion  of  the  diet. 

7.  The  monies  coined  in  Swit¬ 
zerland  fhall  be  of  a  uniform  de- 
feription,  which  is  alio  to  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  diet. 

8.  No  canton  fhall  aflbrd  afy- 
lum  to  a  criminal  legally  convift- 
ed;  nor  even  to  one  legally  ac- 
eufed. 

9.  The  number  of  ftipendiary 
troops  to  be  fupported  in  any  one 
canton  fhall  not  exceed  two  hun¬ 
dred. 

10.  All  partial  alliances  of  one 
canton  with  another,  or  with  any 
foreign  power,  is  interdi&ed. 

1 1 .  The  government,  or  the 
legiflative  body  of  any  canton, 
which  {hall  violate  a  decree  of  the 
diet,  is  liable  to  be  cited  as  re¬ 
bellious,  before  a  tribunal  ccm- 


pofed  of  the  prefidents  of  the  cri¬ 
minal  tribunals  of  all  the  other 
cantons. 

1 2.  The  cantons  fhall  poffefs  all 
thofe  powers  which  are  not  ex- 
prefsly  delegated  to  the  federal 
authority. 

Of  the  Directorial  Canton. 

13.  The  diet  is  to  affemble  by 
rotation,  and  at  annual  periods,  at 
Fribourg,  Berne,  Soleure,  Bafie, 
Zurich,  and  Lucerne. 

14.  The  cantons,  of  which  the 
above  cities  are  the  chief  places, 
111  all,  in  fuccefiion,  become  the  di¬ 
rectorial  canton  :  the  year  for 
thofe  purpofes  commences  on  the 
firft  of  January. 

15.  The  directorial  canton  fhall 
provide  fuitable  refidence,  and  a 
guard  of  honour  for  the  deputies  ; 
it  alfo  fupplies  the  expences  of  the 
feffion, 

16.  The  avoyer  or  burgomafier 
of  the  directorial  canton.  Hi  nil 
unite  to  thofe  titles  that  of  lan- 
damman  of  Switzerland.  He  fhal! 
have  cuflody  of  thefeal  of  the  Hel¬ 
vetic  republic.  He  cannot  abfent 
himfelf  from  the  city.  The  fu- 
preme  council  of  his  canton  fir  all 
accord  to  him  an  appropriate  eftab- 
lifhment,  and  fhall  defray  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  expence  of  his  official 
Junctions. 

1 7.  The  foreign  minifters  are 
to  prefent  to  the  landamman  their 
letters  of  credence,  or  of  recall  ; 
and  mtift  apply  to  him  on  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  negotiation.  He  has  alfo 
in  charge  the  other  diplomatic 
concerns. 

18.  At  the  opening  of  the  diet, 
he  is  to  communicate  to  them  the 
neceffary  information  refpc&ing  the 
domeftic  and  foreign  concerns  of 
the  republic. 
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19.  No  canton  (hall  be  allowed 
to  call  out  or  put  in  motion  more 
than  five  hundred  militia,  until  it 
(hall  have  apprifed  the  landamman 
of  Switzerland  of  fuch  an  inten¬ 
tion. 

20.  In  cafe  of  a  revolt  in  the 
interior  of  any  canton,  or  on  any 
other  preffing  occafion,  the  troops 
of  one  canton  may  march  into  ano¬ 
ther  canton  ;  but  this  fhall  take 
place  only  on  the  requifition  of  the 
fupreme  or  petty  council  of  the 
canton  which  wants  fuch  affiftance ; 
and  after  taking  the  advice  of  the 
petty  council  of  the  directorial 
canton,  the  diet,  however,  is  to 
be  convoked  after  the  ceffation  of 
hoftilities,  or  if  the  danger  conti¬ 
nues. 

21.  Ifj  during  the  vacations  of 
the  diet,  any  difagreement  fhould 
arife  between  any  two  or  more 
cantons,  they  are  to  addrefs  them- 
felves  to  the  landamman  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  who,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances,  fhall  appoint  concilia¬ 
tory  arbiters,  or  refer  the  cafe  to 
the  confideration  of  the  diet  on  its 
next  fitting. 

22.  He  is  to  make  known  to 
the  cantons,  every  inftance  in  which 
he  deems  their  conduct  likely  to 
interrupt  the  tranquillity  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  and  every  thing  which 
takes  place  of  an  irregular  nature, 
and  militating  againft  either  the 
federal  aft,  or  their  particular  con- 
ftitution.  He  may,  in  fome  cafes, 
convoke  the  fupreme  council,  or 
that  of  the  Landsgemeindes ,  in  thofe 
places  where  the  fupreme  authority 
is  immediately  exrercifed  by  the 
people. 

23.  The  landamman  of  Swit¬ 
zerland  fends,  in  cafes  of  need,  in- 
fpeftors  for  the  purpofe  of  examin¬ 
ing  the  (late  of  the  roads,  rivers. 


&c.  Where  neceffity  requires  it, 
he  can  direft  the  immediate  execu¬ 
tion  of  public  works,  and  make 
the  neceffary  arrangements  with 
refpeft  to  the  expen ces  thereof, 
&c. 

24.  His  fignature  attaches  a  na¬ 
tional  credit  and  charafter  to  thofe 
afts  to  which  it  is  affixed. 

Of  the  Diet .  ' 

25*.  Each  canton  fends  a  deputy 
to  the  diet,  who  may  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  one  or  two  fubflitutes, 
who  fhall  be  eligible  to  aft  as  fuch 
in  cafe  of  the  abfence  or  indifpofi- 
tion  of  the  principal. 

26.  The  deputies  to  the  diet  are 
to  have  inftruftions  and  limited 
powers  ;  they  cannot  vote  con¬ 
trary  to  their  indruftions. 

27.  The  landamman  of  Swit¬ 
zerland  is,  ex  cfficia ,  deputy  of  the 
directorial  canton. 

28.  The  nineteen  deputies,  who 
compofe  the  diet,  fhall  have  twen¬ 
ty-five  votes  in  the  deliberations, 
in  manner  as  follows  : — the  depu¬ 
ties  of  thofe  cantons,  of  which  the 
population  is  more  than  100,000 
inhabitants,  viz.  thofe  of  Berne, 
Zurich,  Vaud,  St.  Gall,  Argovie, 
and  the  Grifons,  fhall  have  each 
two  votes.*  The  deputies  of  thofe 
cantons,  of  which  the  population 
is  lefs  than  100,000  fouls,  namely, 
thofe  of  Teffen,  Lucerne,  Thur- 
govie,  Fribourg,  Appenzeil,  So- 
leure,  Bade,  Schwitz,  Claris, 
SchafFhaufen,  Underwald,  Zug, 
and  Uri,  fhall  have  but  one  vote 
each. 

29.  The  diet,  at  which  the  lan¬ 
damman  of  Switzerland  prefides, 
is  to  aflemble  the  firfl  Monday  in 
June;  its  feffion  fhall  not  exceed 
the  term  of  one  mont  h. 

30.  There  fhall  be  extraordi¬ 
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nary  diets  on  the  following  occa- 
lions :  i.  On  the  demand  of  a 
neighbouring  power,  or  of  one  of 
the  cantons,  fupported  by  the  fu- 
preme  council  of  the  directorial 
canton,  which  fhall  be  aflembfed 
on  fuch  occafton,  it  not  fitting  at 
the  time.  zdly.  On  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  fupreme  council,  or 
of  the  lands-gemeindes  of  live  can¬ 
tons,  who  can,  on  fuch  an  occa¬ 
sion,  demand  the  proceeding, 
though  the  directorial  canton  may 
not  concur  in  it.  3'dly.  When 
they  fhall  be  convoked  by  the  lan- 
■ciamman  of  Switzerland. 

31.  The  declaration  of  war, 
and  the  treaties  of  peace  or  of  al¬ 
liance,  emanate  from  the  diet  ;  but 
the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of 
the  cantons,  on  fuch  occafions,  is 
nsceflary. 

32.  It  fhall  alone  have  the 
power  of  concluding  treaties  of 
commerce,  &c.  for  the  foreign  fer- 
vice.  It  authorizes  the  cantons 
in  cafe  it  fhall  deem  expedient,  to 
treat  particularly  in  other  concerns 
with  a  foreign  power. 

33.  The  diet  has  the  direction 
of  the  contingent  of  the  troops  to 
be  furnifhed  by  each  canton,  ac- 
cording  to  Art.  2.  It  appoints 
the  commanding  officer,  and  in 
fhort,  adopts  all  the  meafures  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  and  for  the  execution  of  the 
other  difpofitions  of  the  fill  arti¬ 
cle  :  this  power  alfo  comprizes  in¬ 
ternal  concerns. 

34.  It  nominates  and  difpatches 
am  ba  ffa  d  0  r  s  ext  ra  ordinary. 

35*  lt  decides  finally  upon  all 
matters  in  difpute  between  the  can¬ 
tons.  For  this  purpofe  it  forms 
itfelf  into  a  fyndicat ,  but  in  fuch 
cafe  each  deputy  has  but  one  voice 


— neither  are  previous  inftraftkm* 
neceffary  on  this  occafion. 

36.  The  verbal  procefs  of  the 
diet  is  to  be  entered  into  two  re- 
gifters,  of  which  one  remains  with 
the  directorial  canton,  and  the 
other  with  the  ftate  feal,  which, 
at  the  end  of  December,  is  to  be 
removed  to  the  chief  place  in  the 
directorial  canton. 

37.  A  chancellor,  and  a  greffier, 
appointed  by  the  diet  for  two  years, 
and  paid  by  the  directorial  canton 
(at  the  rate  the  diet  fhall  think 
proper)  fhall  always  accompany 
the  ftate  feal  and  the  regifter. 

38.  The  conftitution  of  each 
canton,  engroffed  on  parchment, 
and  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the 
canton,  fhall  be  depofited  in  the 
archives  of  the  diet. 

39.  The  prefent  federal  aft,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  the  particular  con- 
flitutions  of  the  nineteen  cantons, 
fhall  abrogate  and  annul  all  ante¬ 
rior  difpofitions  whatever  that  may 
be  contrary  to  it ;  and  no  law  re¬ 
lative  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
cantons,or  to  the  relations  between 
them,  can  be  found  on  the  ancient 
political  ftate  of  Switzerland. 

The  repofe  of  Switzerland,  the 
fuccefs  of  the  new  inftitutions  now 
forming,  require  that  the  neceffary 
operations  for  carrying  them  into 
effeft,  and  to  tranfmit  to  the  new 
magiftrates,  the  care  of  the  public 
happinefs  and  welfare,  be  fecured 
from  the  influence  cf  the  paffions, 
and  executed  with  moderation,  im¬ 
partiality,  and  wifdom. 

We  cannot  hope  for  a  profperoua 
iffue  unlefs  the  commiftioners, 
named  by  the  aft  of  mediation,  be 
animated  by  the  fpirit  which  dic¬ 
tated  it. 

By  thefe  conftderations,  we  in 

our 
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our  faid  quality,  and  with  the  re~ 
fervations  before  expreffed,  do  con. 
ftitute  as  follows  : 

1.  For  the  year  1803,  Fribourg 
so  be  the  directorial  canton. 

2.  The  citizen  Louis  d’Affry 
to  be  landamman  of  Switzerland 
for  the  faid  year,  and  inveft  him 
with  the  extraordinary  powers  un¬ 
til  the  affembling  of  the  diet. 

3.  The  original  aCt  of  media¬ 
tion  (hall  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
landamman,  in  order  to  be  depo- 
ftted  in  the  archives  of  the  direc¬ 
torial  canton. 

4.  In  each  canton  a  commiffion 
of  feven  members,  and  of  which 
one  fhall  be  appointed  by  us,  and 
fix  chofen  by  the  ten  deputies  fe- 
lecfed  to  confer  with  us,  is  charged 
to  put  into  aflivity  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  to  adminifter  it  provi¬ 
sionally. 

5.  Thefe  commiffions  are  com- 
pofed  as  follows  :  \frhen  follo-iu  the 
names  of  perfions  appointed  to  fill  the 
commiffions  ofi  the  different  cantons .] 

6.  On  the  10th  of  March,  next, 
the  central  government  fhall  dif- 
folve  itfelf,  after  having,  tranf¬ 
mitted  its  papers  and  archives  to 
the  landamman  of  Switzerland. 

7.  Each  commiffion  fhall  aflera- 
ble  on  the  roth  of  March,  at  the 
chief  place  of  the  canton,  and  no¬ 
tify  its  affembling  immediately  to 
the  prefeCl. 

8.  Within  twenty-four  hours 
after  that  notification,  the  prefect 
(hall  tranfmit  to  the  commiffion  the 
papers  of  adminiftration. 

9.  Inthofe  cafes  which  may  re¬ 
quire  inftruCiions,  or  fpecial  autho¬ 
rities,  the  commiffitons  fhall  addrefs 
shemfelves  to  the  landamman  of 
Switzerland. 

10.  On  the  13th  of. April  the 
«ommiffiion  (hall  be  put  into  a  Fate 

§ 


PAPERS,  •  *  90s 

of  activity,  in  order  that  on  the 
1  ft  of  June  each  canton  may  eleCt 
its  deputies  to  the  diet,  and  pre¬ 
pare  their  inftru&ions,  and  on  the 
firft  Monday  in  July,  in  the  pre- 
fent  year,  the  diet  fhall  aflemble. 

11.  The  affairs  pending  before 
the  fupreme  tribunal,  fhall-  be  car¬ 
ried  to  the  tribunal  of  appeal  of 
the  canton  in  which  the  parties  re- 
fide.  The  fupreme  tribunal  fhall 
ceafe  all  its  functions  on  the-iotli 
of  March. 

12.  The  Helvetic  troops,  at 
prefent  in  the  pay  of  Switzerland, 
who  fhall  not  be  employed  by  the 
1  ft  of  May  by  the  cantons,  fhall 
be  taken  into  the  fervice  of  France, 

1  3.  No  profecution  fhall  be  car¬ 
ried  on  for  crimes  relating  to  the 
revolution,  committed,  or  pretend¬ 
ed  to  be  committed,  either  by  in¬ 
dividuals,  or  in  the  exercife  of 
any  public  function. 

The  diffolution  of  the  central 
government,  and  the  reinftatement 
of  the  fovereignty  in  the  cantons, 
requires  that  there  fhouldbe  a  pro- 
v ih on  made  for  the  difeharye  of 
the  Helvetic  debt,  and  of  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  property  declared  na¬ 
tional.  We,  in  our  faid  quality, 
and  with  the  refer ve.  before  ex- 
preffed,  appoint  as  follows : 

Art.  1.  The  property  hereto¬ 
fore  belonging  to  the  convents  lhall 
be  reftored  to  them,  not  only  the 
property  fituated  in  the  fame  can¬ 
ton,  but  alfo  in  any  other. 

2.  The  adminiftration  of  na¬ 
tional  property,  other  than  that 
heretofore  belonging  to  Berne,  in 
the  cantons  of  Vaud  and  Argovia, 
is  provifionaliy  tranfmitted  to 
the  cantons  to  which  it  belonged. 
The  documents  refpeffing  the 
claims  of  Berne,  fhall  be  provi¬ 
sionally  tranfmitted  to  thofe  com- 
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miflioners  appointed  by  the  cantons  the  municipalities,  and  of  the  fundj 
of  Berne,  Vaud,  and  Argovia.  neceffary  for  re-conif  ituting  their 
3.  In  each  canton  burdened  with  revenues,  {hall  liquidate  the  debts 
debts  anterior  to  the  revolution,  of  the  canton,  and  the  national 
there  fhall  be  afligned  funds  for  debt,  fhall  adign  to  each  debt  the 
their  funding  or  difcharge,  out  of  funds  necefTary  to  operate  its  if  if. 


xvhat  remains  of  the  property  here¬ 
tofore  belonging  to  the  canton. 

4.  There  fhall  be  re-conllituted 
for  each  city  a  revenue  propor¬ 
tioned  to  its  municipal  expences. 

5.  The  national  debt  fhall  be 
liquidated,  to  which  purpofe  all 
claim  fhall  be  appropriated.  If 
the  debt  exceeds  the  amount  of  the 
credit,  in  a  proportion  according 
to  what  remains  of  their  ci-devant 
immoveable  property,  after  the 
difcharge  of  the  cantonal  debts  an¬ 
terior  to  the  revolution,  and  the 
re-compofition  of  the  patrimony  of 
the  cities. 

6.  The  moveable  and  immove¬ 
able  property  which  fhall  remain 
after  the  formation  of  the  commu¬ 
nal  funds,  the  difcharge  of  the  can¬ 
tonal  and  national  debts,  fhall  re¬ 
turn  to  the  pofieffion  of  thofe 
cantons  to  which  it  had  belonged. 
The  property  which  (hall  remain 
in  the  cantons  of  Vaud  and  Argo¬ 
via  {hall  belong  to  them.  What 
may  remain  of  the  claims  of  Berne, 
fhall  be  equally  diilributed  amongft 
the  cantons  of  Berne,  Vaud,  and 
Argovia. 

7.  A  commiflion  cornpofed  of 
the  members,  namely,  the  citi¬ 
zens  Stapfer,  Minifter  of  the  Re¬ 
public,  Kufter,  Ex-minifter  of  the 
Finances,  Raemy,  Ci-devant  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  Fribourg,  and  at  prefent 
Member  of  the  Adminiflrative 
Chamber,  Sutzer,  of  Winterthur, 
Helvetic  Deputy,  Laurent,  Mayor 
of  Lucerne,  Prefident  of  the  Ad- 
miniftrative  Chamber,  fhall  deter¬ 
mine  the  extent  of  the  wants  of 


charge,  and  fhall  determine  the 
property  which  fhall  return  into 
the  pofleffion  of  each  canton. 

8.  It  fit  all  publilh  the  refult  of 
its  labours  with  refpeft  to  the  debts 
on  the  roih  of  May,  and  with  re¬ 
fpeft  to  the  revenues  of  the  cities, 
and  the  patrimony  of  the  cantons 
on  the  loth  of  June  :  it  fhall  fend 
the  refult  of  each  labour  to  the 
ftrft  landamman  of  Switzerland, 
and  to  each  canton,  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  carried  ino  execution. 

9.  The  commiffion  fhall  a ffe ru¬ 
ble  at  the  chief  place  of  the  direc¬ 
torial  canton,  and  fhall  remain 
there  till  the  end  of  its  labours. 
The  prefent  act,  the  refult  of  long 
conferences  between  wife  men  and 
friends  to  virtue,  appears  to  us  to 
contain  thofe  difpofitions  which 
are  molt  proper  to  enfure  the  peace 
and  happinefs  of  Switzerland.  As 
foon  as  they  th all  be  executed,  the 
French  troops  fhall  be  withdrawn. 

We  recognize  Helvetia,  confli. 
tuted  conformably  to  the  prefent 
aft,  as  an  independent  power. 

We  guarantee  the  federal  con. 
flitution,  and  that  of  each  canton, 
again!!  the  enemies  of  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Helvetia,  whomfoever 
they  may  be,  and  we  promife  to 
continue  tl'ofe  relations  of  benefi¬ 
cence,  which  for  fo  many  ages 
have  united  the  two  nations. — ■ 
Made  and  done  at  Paris,  19th  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1803. 

(Signed) 

Bonaparte, 

The  Secretary  of  State. 

(Signed) 
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(Signed) 

Hugues  B.  Maret, 
The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

(Signed) 

C.  M.  Talleyrand, 
The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs 
of  the  Italian  Republic. 

(Signed) 

J.  Marescalchi. 

The  prefent  aft  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  fenators  commifii  on¬ 
ers  underfigned,  to  the  ten  Swiss 
deputies  underfigned,  at  Paris, 
19th  February,  1803. 

(Signed)  (Signed) 

Barthelemy,  Louis D'affry, 
Roederer,  Pierre  Glutz, 

Fouche,  Emman.  Jauch, 

Demeunier.  H.  Monnot. 

Reinhard, 
Sprecher  Ber- 

NYS, 

P.  A.  Stapfer, 
Paul  Ustery, 
R.  D.  Watter. 
ville  ke  Mont. 

B  F.  N  A  Y . 

Y.  Von  Flue. 


Convention  concluded  between  PrnJJta 
and  the  Batavian  Republic ,  in 
November,  1802. 

t 

BE  it  known,  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern.  That  his  P  ruffian 
Majefty  being  firmly  refolved  to 
obferve,  and  fcrupuloufly  to  fulfil, 
the  flipulations  agreed  upon  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Batavian  republic,  in 
the  convention  figned  at  Paris, 
the  23d  of  May,  between  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty  and  the  French  re¬ 
public,  refpefting  the  ceflion  of 
the  territorial  property  hereafter 
pointed  out;  and,  being  defirous 
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to  proceed  to  the  preliminary  and 
complete  execution  of  the  fuft 
treaty,  which  is  the  bafts  of  it, 
the  two  powers'  have  agreed  pro- 
vioufty  to  regulate,  by  an  arrange¬ 
ment,  the  mode  and  conditions  of 
that  ccffion;  and,  in  that  view, 
they  have  authorized,  viz.  his 
Majefty  ofPruffia,  Mr.  C.  H.  C. 
Count  Haugwitz,  his  Minifter  of 
State,  & c.  &c.  :  and  the  Batavian, 
Republic,  Citizen  C.  G.  Huffman, 
her  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  the 
Court  of  Berlin,  who,  after  hav¬ 
ing  mutually  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  agreed  to  the  following 
articles  : 

Art.  1.  Agreeably  to  Art.  2. 
of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  already  re¬ 
ferred  to,  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Pruflia  renounces  for  himfelf  and 
heirs,  all  claims,  pretenlions,  and 
propriety,  over  Sinaar,  Huiffen, 
and  Malbourg,  locked  within  the 
Batavian  republic,  and  cedes,  aban¬ 
dons,  and  gives  them  up  for  ever, 
in  full  fovereignty  and  property  to 
the  Batavian  republic,  to  be  pof- 
feffed  by  her,  and  united  with  her 
territory. 

2.  The  complete  furrender  of 
the  ceded  diftrifts  (hall  take  place, 
if  poftible,  within  the  term  of 
three  months  after  the  difpofitions 
relating  to  it,  and  upon  the  ground 
of  which  the  underfigned  wifi  here¬ 
after  negotiate,  fhall  be  adjufted  to 
the  mutual  fatisfaftion  of  the  two 
contrafting  powers.  By  confe- 
quenCe,  there  fhall  be  appointed 
without  delay,  and  reciprocally  by 
both  parties,  commiffi oners,  who 
will  repair  to  the  fpot,  in  order  to 
take  thefe  objefts  into  confidera- 
tion,  and  to  decide  upon  them  in 
the  manner  agreed  upon. 

3.  The  two  contrafting  powers 
will,  like  good  neighbours,  and 

agreeably 
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agreeably  to  the  principles  of  per¬ 
fect  equity,  come  to  an  amicable 
underflanding  refpefting  every 
thing  that  concerns  their  refpedive 
Interefls,  not  only  with  regard  to 
the  commercial  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  their  contiguous  dominions, 
and  the  navigation  of  the  Rhine, 
but  alfo  with  refped  to  the  con- 
ftrudion  and  repairs  of  the  hy¬ 
draulic  works,  which  are  connec¬ 
ted  with  the  common  fafety  of 
their  adjoining  territories. 

4.  The  Batavian  Republic  takes 
upon  it  to  difcharge  the  debts  of 
thefe  diftrids  ;  and  more  efpeci- 
ally  of  rhofe  debts  for  which  thefe 
diftrids  are  efpecially  mortgaged; 
as  likewife  its  quota  of  thofe  debts 
which  it  is  to  fuftain,  as  a  part  of 
the  coiledive  debts  of  the  duchy 
of  Cleves.  In  order,  however,  to 
obviate  all  the  difficulties  that 
might  Hart  up  in  the  application  of 
the  fir  ft  Article,  it  is  exprefsly  un- 
derftood,  that  there  fhall  not  be 
charged  upon  the  Batavian  Re¬ 
public  but  thofe  debts  only  which 
arife  out  of  thofe  formal  loans 
which  have  been  contraded  by  the 
dominions  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves, 
cr  the  corporations  and  communal 
bodies  of  the  ceded  diftrids  ;  and 
finally,  thofe  debts  occafioned  by 
the  expences  which  have  been  in¬ 
curred  for  their  refpedive  admi- 
niilration.  The  liquidation  of 
thofe  debts  {ball  be  fettled  by  the 
commiffaries  of  both  parties,  con¬ 
formably  to  the  legal  and  juridi¬ 
cal  proofs  which  fhall  be  given 
in,  and  fubmitted  to,  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  Batavian  Republic. 

5.  All  the  deeds,  titles,  and 
ads,  relative  to  the.  public  and 
private  property  of  the  ceded  dif¬ 
trids  fhall  be  faithfully  given  up 
to  the  corami ffaxies  of  the  Bata¬ 


vian  Republic,  and  in  the  fuppo* 
fition  that  there  might  arife  a  col- 
lifion  of  ioterefts  with  the  Pruffidn 
provinces,  to  which  thefe  diftrids 
formerly  belonged,  there  (hall  be 
drawn  up,  at  common  expences, 
authentic  copies,  which  fhall  like¬ 
wife  be  depofited  in  the  hands  of 
the  Batavian  commiffaries. 

6.  The  prefent  convention  fhall 
be  ratified  by  the  two  parties  ; 
and  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  fhall  take  place  within  the 
term  of  four  months,  counting 
from  this  date,  or  fooner,  if  pof- 
fible. 

In  faith  of  which  we,  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  of  his  M  a  jelly  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  and  of  the  Bata¬ 
vian  Republic,  have,  in  virtue  of 
our  full  powers,  figned  the  prefent 
convention,  and  affixed  to  it  our 
refpedive  feals. 

Done  at  Berlin,  the  14th  No¬ 
vember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1 802. 

Count  de  Haugwitz/ 
Hultman. 


Convention  between  Aufiria ,  France , 
and  Raffia,  figned  at  Paris ,  on 
the  26th  of  December ,  1802. 

HIS  Majefly  the  Emperor,  King 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  having 
fignified  that  he  could  not  confider 
the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Luneville,  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Archduke 
Ferdinand,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuf- 
cany,  as  fufficiently  fulfilled  by  the 
plan  of  indemnities  agreed  to  by 
the  Deputation  of  the  Empire ; 
and  as  the  Firfl  Conful  of  the 
French  Republic,  on  his  part,  has 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  entire  and  perfed 

fulfilment 
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fulfilment  of  that  treaty,  it  has 
been  refolved,  with  the  confent  of 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Rufiias,  to  agree  on  certain 
modifications  to  be  introduced  in¬ 
to  the  plan  accepted  by  the  Depu¬ 
tation  of  the  Empire,  to  render  it 
conformable  to  the  principles  of 
the  treaty  of  Luneville,  and  luch 
as  may  receive  the  ratifications  of 
the  Emperor  and  the  empire. 

For  this  purpofe,  the  high  con- 
trading  powers  have  appointed 
their  refpedive  plenipotentiaries, 
namely,  his  Majefty  the  Emperor, 
King  of  Hungary  arid  Bohemia, 
the  Sieur  John  Philip,  Count  Co- 
bentzel;  and  the  Firft:  Conful  cf 
the  French  Republic,  Citizen  Jo- 
feph  Bonaparte  ;  who,  having  ex¬ 
changed  their  full  powers,  have 
agreed  on  the  following  articles : 

Art.  1.  To  enlarge  the  indem  ¬ 
nities  ftipulated  in  favour  of  his 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Modena, 
and  his  heirs,  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jiefty  cedes  the  diftrid  or  province 
Ortenau,  with  all  its  dependen¬ 
cies,  to  be  united  to  the  Breifgau, 
and  his  Highnefs,  and  his  heirs, 
fhall  poflefs  thefe  two  provinces 
without  any  exception  or  limita¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  4th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Luneville,  which, 
with  refped  to  the  Duke,  is  to  be 
underftood  as  well  of  the  Ortenau 
as  of  the  Breifgau. 

2.  To  indemnify  his  Imperial 
Majefty  for  the  ceftion  of  the  Or¬ 
tenau,  the  two  bifhopricks,  Trent 
and  Brixen.  fhall  be  fecularized, 
and  his  Majefty  fhall  receive  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fame,  and  all,  their 
property,  rights,  and  reveflies, 
only  under  the  condition  thabhe 
fhall  provide  for  the  maintenance, 
for  life,  of  the  two  Prince-bithops 
and  the  Chapters,  as  Qv all  be  agreed 
vou  XLV.  or  Vol.  III. 
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on,  and  for  the  future  dotation  of 
the  clergy,  which,  in  thefe  dio- 
cefes,  fhall  be  placed  on  the  fame 
footing  as  in  the  other  provinces 
of  the  Auftrian  monarchy. 

3<s  To  complete  the  indemnities 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Arch¬ 
duke,  Grand  Duke  (of  Tufcany,} 
the  bifhopric  of  Eichftadt  fhall  be 
added  to  what  has  already  been 
afiigned  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  by 
the  general  conelufum,  or  recefs, 
of  the  2d  of  Frimaire  (November 
23,)  to  be  pofifefied  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  his  heirs,  in  full 
fovereignty  and  independence, 
with  all  the  property,  revenues, 
rights,  and  prerogatives,  connec¬ 
ted  therewith,  as  pofTeffed  by  the 
Prince-bifhop  himfelf  at  the  time 
of  the  figning  the  treaty  ®f  Lune¬ 
ville  ;  only  with  the  exception  of 
the  diftri&s  of  Sandfee,  Wernfels* 
Spalt,  Oberberg,  Hornburg,  and 
Warburg,  with  all  the  dependen¬ 
cies  of  the  bifhopric  of  Eichftadt, 
contained  in  the  territories  of  Anf- 
pach  and  Bayreuth,  which  fhall 
remain  to  his  Electoral  Palatine 
Highnefs  of  Bavaria,  and  fhall  be 
recompenfed  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Archduke,  Grand  Duke,  by 
a  fuitable  equivalent  from  the  do¬ 
mains  of  his  Ele&oral  Highnefs  of 
Bavaria  in  Bohemia,  and  in  cafe 
thefe  fhould  not  be  fufficient,  from 
other  revenues  of  his  Ele&oral 
Highnefs. 

4.  For  the  confirmation  of  the 
fa  id  ftipulations,  and  the  property, 
and  other  rights,  which  his  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty,  as  fovereign  of  the 
Auftrian  hereditary  ftates,  and 
head  of  the  empire,  has  agreed  on 
and  ceded,  for  the  completion  of 
the  plan  of  indemnities,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  engages  tc  employ  his  influ¬ 
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(fertilities,  as  modified  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  convention,  (hall  be  ratified 
by  the  empire,  and  that  it  fit  all, 
without  delay,  receive  the  impe¬ 
rial  ratification. 

5.  k  is  exprefsly  underflood, 
that  after  the  exchange  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  ad,  the  territories  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  articles  (hall  be 
taken  poiefiion  of,  both  in  the 
civil  manner,  by  the  princes  to 
whom  they  are  allotted,  or  in 
their  names  ;  alfo  that  the  city  of 
Paflau,  and  the  fuburbs  of  Inftadt 
and  Illftadt,  fhall  be  immediately 
evacuated  by  the  troops  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefly,  and  given  up  to 
iis  Eledoral  Palatine  Highnefs  of 
Bavaria,  but  under  condition  that 
the  fortifications  of  the  city  fhall 
not  be  enlarged  or  ftrengthened, 
but  only  maintained  in  their  prefen t 
if  a  te ;  and  that  no  new  fortifiea-. 
lions  fhall  be  ereded  in  the  fiib- 
urbs  of  Inftadt  and  Illftadt.  Alfo 
in  the  territory  of  the  bilhopric 
of  Eichftadt,  no  new  fortifications 
fhall  be  eroded  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Archduke  Ferdinand, 
£r  his  heirs. 

6.  The  Firft  Conful  of  the 
French  Republic  will  unite  with 
his  Imperial  Majefly  of  all  the 
Rufiias,  to  procure  the  eledora! 
dignity  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand. 

7.  The  high  con  trading  parties 
guarantee  reciprocally  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  every  thing  contained  in 
the  preceding  articles,  and  the 
minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefly  of  all  the  Rufiias 
ila all  be  invited  to  accede  to  the 
prefent  convention,  for,  and  in 
the  name  of,  his  Imperial  Majefly, 
as  a  contrading  principal. 

•  The  prefent  convention  fhall  be 
ratified  within  twenty  days  from 


the  prefent  time,  or  Sooner,  if 
poftibie. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  yth  Nivofe, 
of  the  year  11,  (December  26, 
1  802.) 

(Signed)  Phil.  Cob entzel, 
Joseph  Bonaparte, 
Count  Markoff. 


Tapers  prefent ed  to  both  Houfes  of 

P  arhame?it ,  1  %th  May,  1803* 

No.  I. 

London,  May  23,  iSo2» 
My  Lord, 

THE  ioth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  which  fixes  the  new 
organization  of  the  Order  of  Malta, 
having  preferibed  various  meafures, 
to  the  execution  of  which  it  is  De¬ 
cenary  that  the  two  principal  con- 
trading  powers  fliould  concur,  the 
Firft  Conful  has  named  General 
Vial  as  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  Order  and  Ifland  of  Malta, 
for  the  purpofe  of  concerting  with 
the  perfon  whom  his  Britannic 
Majefly  fhall  appoint  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  refpeding  the  execution  of 
the  arrangements  agreed  upon  in 
the  late  treaty.  General  Vial 
will  fee  out  on  his  deftination  as 

1 

fbon  as  yeur  Excellency  fhall  have 
Informed  me  of  his  Majefly ’s  in¬ 
tentions,  and  of  the  choice  he  may 
make. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.- 

Otto. 

No.  II. 

Downing -Street,  May  24,  1802. 
Sir, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  letter  of 

yefterday,. 
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yefterday,  in  which  you  commu¬ 
nicate  to  me  the  nomination,  by 
the  Fir  ft  Conful,  of  General  Vial 
to  be  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republic,  to  the  Or¬ 
der  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem;  I 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  the  King  has  been  pieafed  to 
appoint  Sir  Alexander  Ball  to  be 
his  Majefty’s  Minifter  to  the  Or¬ 
der.  Sir  Alexander  Ball  will 
Ihortly  proceed  to  Malta,  and  will 
be  inftrufted  to  concert  with  Ge¬ 
neral  Vial  the  neceifary  meafures 
for  carrying  into  effeft  the  arrange¬ 
ments  relative  to  that  ifland,  which 
are  ftipulated  in  the  ioth  article  of 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Hawkesbury, 

M.  Otto,  &c.  &e.  &c. 

No.  III. 

Ex  trad  of  a  Difpatcb  from  Lord 
St.  Helens  to  Lord  Ha<avkefbury  y 
dated  St.  Peterjburgy  April  23, 
1802. 

I  HOPE  very  foon  to  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  re-difpatch  your  Lordftiio’s 
laft  meftenger,  with  the  anfwer  of 
this  Government  to  the  communi¬ 
cations'  which  I  have  made  to  them, 
in  obedience  to  his  Majefty’s  com¬ 
mands,  refpefting  the  ioth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.  In  the 
mean  time  I  muft  not  conceal  from 
your  Lordfhip,  that  there  is  great 
reafon  to  fear  that  his  Imperial 
Majefty  will  decline  taking  part 
in  the  propofed  joint  guaranty  of 
the  polTeflions  and  new  conftitution 
of  the  Order  of  Malta, 


No.  IV. 

Extrad  of  a  Difpatcb  from  Lord 
St.  Helens  to  Lord  hlaavkejbury , 
dated  St,  Peterjburgy  May  7, 
1802. 

I  HAVE  reafon  to  hope  that 
the  firft  impreflions  that  had  been 
produced  here  by  certain  parts  of 
the  arrangement  relative  to  Malta 
have  been  removed;  and  that  his 
Imperial  Majefty  may  even  be  ul¬ 
timately  induced  to  guaranty  the 
whole  of  that  arrangement,  pro¬ 
vid’d  that  the  fteps  which  have 
been  taken  towards  the  eleftion  of 
a  new  Grand  Mafter,  according 
to  the  mode  fuggefted  by  this 
Court,  be  confidered  as  fulfilling 
what  is  required  on  that  head  by 
the  latter  part  of  the  paragraph  of 
the  ioth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens;  and,  confequently,  that 
no  new  eleftion  for  that  office  is 
to  take  place  in  the  manner  point¬ 
ed  out  by  the  former  part  of  the 
fame  ftipulation. 

No.  V. 

Downing- Street,  June  5,  1802. 

Sir, 

I  INFORMED  you  in  my  dif- 
patch,  No.  10,  that  M.  Otto  had 
made  an  official  communication  to 
me,  that  General  Vial  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  the  Firft  Conful,  Mi¬ 
nifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Or¬ 
der  ofSt.  John  of  Jerufalem.  Sir 
Alexander  Ball  has  been,  ih  con- 
fequence,  inverted  with  the  fame 
char  after  by  his  Majefty.  He 
will  proceed  immediately  to  Malta, 
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and  he  will  receive  inftrudions 
to  concert,  with  General  Vial,  the 
bell:  means  of  carrying  into  com¬ 
plete  effect  the  ftipulations  con¬ 
tained  in  the  ioth  article  of  the 
definitive  treaty.  By  the  para¬ 
graph  marked  No.  i,  in  that  ar¬ 
ticle,  it  is  ft ipulated  : 

“  The  Knights  of  the  Order, 
<(  whofe  Langues  mall  continue  to 
iS  fubfift  after  the  exchange  of  the 
((  ratifications  of  theprefent  treaty, 
are  invited  to  return  to  Malta 
<c  as  foon  as  that  exchange  (hall 
u  have  taken  place:  they  fh all 
€i  there  form  a  general  chapter, 
“  and  fhall  proceed  to  the  eled  ion 
of  a  Grand  Mailer,  to  be  cho- 
<(  fen  from  amongft  the  natives  of 
i(  thofe  nations  which  prefer  ve 
Langues,  if  no  mch  eled  ion 
“  fhall  have  been  already  made 
{<  fince  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 

O 

“  fications  of  the  preliminary  ar- 
<£  tides  of  peace.” 

The  object  of  this  paragraph 
was,  that  in  the  event  of  an  elec¬ 
tion  having  taken  place  fubfequent 
to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace, 
and  antecedent  to  the  conclufion  of 
the  definitive  treaty,  that  eledion 
fhould  be  confidered  as  valid  ;  and 
though  no  mention  is  made  in  the 
article  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia  foon  after  his 
acceffion  to  the  throne,  by  which 
the  Knights  of  the  Order  were  in¬ 
vited  to  a  (Terrible,  and  to  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  Grand  Mailer, 
the  (lipulation  in  (predion  evi¬ 
dently  referred  to  the  contingency 
of  an  eledion  taking  place  on  the 
Continent  in  confequence  of  that 
proclamation. 

You  will  inform  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment,  that  his  Majefty  is 
E^ady  to  confider  the  eledioa  which 


lias  lately  taken  place  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia,  to  be  valid* 
according  to  the  ftipulation  in  the 
ioth  article. 

His  Majefty  has  no  other  objed 
in  the  whole  of  this  tranfadion, 
than  that  the  iorh  article  of  the 
treaty  may  be  fairly  executed ; 
and  that  the  arrangement  may  be 
carried  into  complete  execution 
with  as  little  difficulty  as  poffible. 

As  the  13th  paragraph  in  the 
ioth  article  ftipulates  that  the  Go¬ 
vernments  of  Auftria,  Ruffia,  and 
P ruffia,  fhould  be  invited  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  the  arrangements  refpeding 
Malta,  it  is  defirable  that  the 
F tench  Government  fhould  inftrud, 
without  delay,  their  Ambaffadors 
or  Minifters  at  Vienna,  Peterf- 
burg,  and  Berlin,  to  make,  con¬ 
jointly  with  his  Majefty’s  Minif¬ 
ters  at  thofe  Courts,  an  official 
communication,  defiring  the  ac~ 
ceffion  of  thofe  powers  to  the  ar¬ 
rangements  relative  to  Malta  in 
the  definitive  treaty  ;  by  which  it 
is  provided,  that  the  independence 
of  the  i  ft  and,  and  the  other  ftipu- 
lations,  (hah  be  under  the  guaran¬ 
tee  of  thofe  powers,  in  conjundion 
with  his  Majefty,  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  King  of  Spain. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbuk.  v, 

Anthony  Merry,  Efq. 

&c.  See.  Sec. 

No.  VI. 

Extratt  of  a  Difpatch  from  Anthony 
Alt  try.  Efq.  to  Lord  Hanxokejbury  y 
dated  Paris }  June  17,  1802. 

I  HAVE  now  the  honour  to 
tranfmit  to  your  Lordihip,  in- 

clofed. 


} 
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clofed,  copy  of  an  anfwer  which 
reached  me  laft  night,  (though 
dated  eight  days  back,)  from  the 
French  Minifter,  to  the  note  ver- 
bale  which  I  delivered  to  him, 
containing  his  Majefty’s  propofi- 
tions  refpefting  the  execution  of 
fome  points  of  the  arrangements 
relative  to  Malta,  contained  in 
the  ioth  article  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace.  You  will  find 
the  entire  acquiefcence  of  this  Go¬ 
vernment  to  thofe  propofitions,  ex- 
preffed  in  a  very  fatisfadory  man¬ 
lier. 

( lnclofure  referred  to  in  No.  VI.) 

HIS  Britannic  Majefty’s  Mi¬ 
nifter  Plenipotentiary  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  tranfmit  herewith  to  Ci¬ 
tizen  Talleyrand,  Minifter  for  the 
foreign  Affairs  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public,  the  “  note  verhaie”  of  the 
communication  he  has  beeh  order¬ 
ed  to  make  to  him  by  his  Govern¬ 
ment,  who  are  defirous  that  the 
propofals  it  contains  may  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  they  may  be  affured 
the  Britilh  Government,  in  mak¬ 
ing  thefe  propofals,  have  no  other 
objed  in  view  than  to  facilitate, 
xn  the  eafieft  manner,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and 
to  ad,  in  this  refped,  in  perfed 
harmony  with  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Merry  has  the  honour  to 
renew,  on  this  occafion,  the  a  du¬ 
rances  of  his  high  confideration  for 
M.  Talleyrand. 

(Signed)  Ant.  Merry. 

Parity  8  th  June ,  1802. 

The  Citizen  Minifter  for  Fo¬ 
reign  Affairs  will  find  inclofed  a 
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lift  of  fuffrages,  obtained  from  fe- 
veral  priories  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerufalem,  for  the  eledion 
of  a  Grand  Matter,  which  has 
been  received  from  St.  Petersburg 
by  the  Britilh  Government,  with 
the  notice,  that  thefe  priories  have 
agreed  amongft  themfelves,  that 
his  Holinefs  the  Pope  (hall  feled 
(pro  hac  vice)  from  amongft  the 
candidates  therein  fpecified,  the 
perfon  who  is  to  fill  the  poll  of 
Grand  Matter. 

His  Britannic  Majefty,  on  his 
part,  is  willing  to  confidcr  an 
eledion  fo  made  as  valid,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ftipulations  of  the  ioth 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

His  Majefty,  therefore,  is  ready 
to  acknowledge,  in  quality  of 
Grand  Mafter,  the  perfon  whom 
the  Pope  (hall  think  proper  to  fix 
upon,  from  amongft  the  names  con¬ 
tained  in  that  lift. 

His  Majefty  has  no  other  end  in 
view  in  this,  than  to  fee  the  ioth 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
duly  fulfilled,  and  the  arrangement 
it  contains  executed  with  as  little 
difficulty  as  polfible. 

It  is  ftipulared  by  the  13th  pa¬ 
ragraph  of  the  farrte  article,  that 
the  Auftrian,  Ruffian,  and  Pruflian 
Governments,  (hall  be  folicited  to 
accede  to  the  (aid  arrangement. 

The  Britifh  Government  is  of 
opinion,  that  it  might  be  proper 
for  that  of  France  to  fend,  with¬ 
out  delay ,'inftrudions  to  their  Mi- 
nifters  at  Vienna,  Peteriburg,  and 
Berlin,  to  make,  conjoii  tly  with 
his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Minifters, 
a  communication  to  thofe  powers, 
in  which  they  fhould  be  in¬ 
vited  to  accede  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment  refpeding  Malta,  by  which 
the  independence  of  the  ifland,  and 
the  other  ftipulations  relative  there- 
*  P  3  to, 
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to,  ajre  placed  under  the  proteftion 
and  guarantee  of  thofe  powers, 
conjointly  with  their  Britannic 
and  Catholic  Majefties,  and  the 
French  Republic. 

The  underfigned,  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honour 
to  tranfinit  to  M.  Merry,  his 
Britannic  Majefty’s  Minifter  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary,  his  anfwer  to  the 
note  verbale,  which  he  addreffed 
to  him  on  the  8th  Prairial.  He 
doubts  not  that  his  Majefty’s  Mi- 
nifters  will  fee,  in  this  anfwer,  a 
new  proof  of  the  constant  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  Firft  Conful  to  come 
to  an  agreement  with  the  Engliln 
Government,  for  the  fecuring  and 
facilitating  the  execution  of  the 
refpeflive  claufes  of  the  treaty 
which  has  re-eftablifned  peace  be¬ 
tween  the  two  States. 

The  underligned  has  the  honour 
to  renew  to  M.  Merry  the  affu- 
rance  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed) 

Cha.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 
Paris,  20th  Prairial,  Year  10. 

[The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  French  Republic  has 
atceived  the  communication  which 
has  been  made  to  him  by  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty’s  Minifter  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary,  of  the  lift  of  the  candi¬ 
dates  nominated  by  the  votes  of 
the  different  priories  to  the  Grand 
Mafterfhip  of  the  Order  of  Malta; 
and  he  has  fubmitted  to  the  Firft 
Conful  the  propofal  concerted  be¬ 
tween  the  priories  of  the  Order, 
and  approved  by  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  of  fubrnitting  (pro  hac 
vice)  to  his  Holinefs  the  choice 
among  the  propofed  candidates. 

The  Firft  Conful  has  no  other 


objeft  in  whatever  relates  to  the 
Order  of  Malta,  than  to  fee  the 
loth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ami¬ 
ens  duly  executed,  and  to  remove 
all  the  obftacles  which  might  ren¬ 
der  that  execution  tardy  or  diffi¬ 
cult.  Pie  moreover  deft  res,  equally 
with  his  Britannic  Majefty,  that 
France  and  England  fhouid  aft  in 

<Z:' 

concert,  in  order  the  better  to  fe- 
cure  the  independence  and  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Order  of  Malta. 
He  therefore  confents  that  the 
choice  of  its  Grand  Mafter,  from 
the  candidates  propofed  by  the 
votes  of  the  priories,  fhouid,  for 
this  time,  be  fubmitted  to  his  Ho¬ 
linefs. 

As  to  the  13th  paragraph  of  the 
fame  article,  refpedling  the  accef, 
fton  of  the  powers,  the  Firft  Conful 
thinks  with  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
that  the  powers  fhouid  be  invited 
to  give  their  confent  to  the  ar¬ 
rangements  agreed  upon;  and  the 
French  Minifters  at  the  courts  of 
Auftria,  Ruffia,  and  Piuffia,  fhall 
confequently  receive  orders  to 
take,  conjointly  with  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty’s  Minifters,  the  ne- 
cefiary  fteps  for  obtaining  the  ac- 
ceffion  ptovided  by  the  10th  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.] 

Paris ,  10th  Prairial,  Year  IO« 

No.  VII, 

Paris ,  June  4,  1802. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAD  oceafion  to  fee  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand  yefterday  afternoon,  for 
the  purpofe  of  introducing  to  him, 
by  appointment,  fome  Engliftfgen- 
tlemen,  previoufty  to  their  prefen- 
tation  to-day  to  the  Firft  Conful. 

Having  gone,  firft  alone  into  the 

Minifter ’s 
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Minifter’s  Cabinet,  he  (aid,  that 
tie  had  been  di reded  by  General 
Buonaparte,  to  reprefent  to  me  fe- 
verai  circumftances  which  ftoou. 
very  much  in  the  way  of  that  per¬ 
fect  reconciliation  and  good  un- 
derftanding  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  and  their  governments,  which 
it  was  the  Firft  Conful’s  fincere 
wiOi  to  fee  re-eftabiifhed,  in  order 
that  fuch  obftacles  might  be  re¬ 
moved  before  the  arrival  in  Lon¬ 
don  of  the  French  Ambaffador ; 
becaofe,  although  the  circumflances 
in  queftion  had  already  produced  a 
very  difagreeableeffedt,  whilfl  only 
M.  Otto,  as  Minifter,  had  to  wit- 
nefs  them,  they  would  acquire,  a 
great  addition  of  force  if  they 
fliould  ftill  exift  when  the  Ambas¬ 
sador  fheuld  be  prefent;  and  fince 
the  Firft  Conful  had  given  orders 
for  General  Andreofty  to  proceed 
to  his  deftination  with  as  little  de¬ 
lay  as  poffible,  he  wifhed  that  I 
ihould  take  an  early  opportunity 
to  give  an  account  to  your  Lord- 
Slip,  of  the  obfervations  which 
he  was  charged  to  make  to  me. 

After  a  preface  to  this  erfedt, 
M.  Talleyrand  proceeded  to  ftate 
to  me,  that  the  accounts  which  M. 
Otto  had  tranfmitted  of  the  difguft 
and  inconvenience  which  he  could 
not  but  feel  and  experience,  at 
-meeting  frequently  at  his  Majef- 
ty’s  court,  and  at  other  places,  the 
French  Princes,  and  fome  French 
perfons,  ftill  decorated  with  the 
infienia  of  French  orders  which  no 
longer  exifted  ;  and  at  feeing  the 
countenance  and  fupport  which 
continued  to  be  given  in  England, 
to  what  he  termed  the  ci-devant 
French  bilhops,  as  well  as  to 
other  perfons  (he  here  mentioned 
Georges)  inimical  to  the  prefent 
Government  of  France,  had  aftec- 
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ted  fo  ftrongiy  the  Firft  Conful* 
and  were,  in  fadt,  fo  calculated  to 
prevent  that  fyftem  of  cordiality 
which  he  was  anxious  to  fee  eftab- 
lifhed,  that  it  was  incumbent  upon 
him  to  exprefs  his  wifti,  that  his 
Majefty’s  Government  might  be 
difpofed  to  remove  out  of  the  Bdu 
tifh  dominions,  all  the  Frenph 
Princes  and  their  adherents,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  French  bilhops,  and 
other  French  individuals,  whofe 
political  principles  and  conduct 
mu  ft  neceffarliy  accafion  great  jea- 
loufy  to  the  French  Government* 
He  continued  to  obferve,  that  the 
protedtion  and  favour,  which  all 
the  perfons  in  queftion  continued 
to  meet  with,  in  a  country  fo 
dole  a  neighbour  to  France,  muft 
alone  be  always  coniidered  as  an 
encouragement  to  the  difaftedted 
here,  even  without  thofe  perfons 
themfelves  being  guilty  of  any 
acts  tending  to  foment  frefh  diftur- 
bances  in  this  country  ;  but  that 
the  Government  here  poflefted 
proofs  of  the  abufe  which  they 
were  now  making  of  the  proteq- 
tion  which  they  enjoyed  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  of  the  advantage  they 
were  taking  of  the  vicinity  of 
their  fituation  to  France,  by  being 
really  guilty  of  fuch  adts,  ftnee 
feveral  printed  papers  had  lately 
been  intercepted,  which  it  was 
known  they  had  fent,  and  caufed 
to  be  circulated  in  France,  and 
which  had  for  objedt  to  create  an 
eppofttion  to  the  Government.  I 
cannot,  my  Lord,  do  better  than 
refer  you  to  what  you  will  have 
read  in  the  French  official  pa¬ 
per  of  the  day  before  yefterday, 
under  the  article  of  Paris,  for  the 
exadl  text  of  M.  Talleyrand's 
difeourfe  upon  this  fubjedt;  which 
be  concluded  by  faying,  that  he 
*  P  4  thought 
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thought  the  residence  of  Louis  the 
XVIII.  was  now  the  proper  place 
ibr  that  of  the  reft  of  the  family, 
and  that  I  might  add  this  fuggef- 
tion  in  my  report  to  your  Lord- 
Chip. 

I  anfwered  the  French  Minifter, 
that  without  any  reference  to  you, 
I  could  affure  him,  that  the  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  French  reftding  in  Eng¬ 
land,  of  which  he  complained,  had 
not  been'encouraged,  nor  would  be 
countenanced,  by  his  Majefty’s 
Government ;  which  was  as  fin- 
cerely  difpofed  to  cultivate  har¬ 
mony,  and  a  good  underftanding 
between  the  two  countries,  as  he 
had  reprefented  the  Firft  Conful 
to  be:  but  that  I  could  by  no 
means  fay  how  far  they  would  be 
difpofed  to  adopt  the  meafures 
which  he  had  intimated  it  to  be 
General  Buonaparte’s  wifh  that  they 
fhould  purfue,  in  order  to  remove 
fo  effectually,  every  thing  which 
might  not  perhaps  be  confidered 
equally  by  them,  as  giving  juft 
eaufe  of  offence,  or  jealoufy,  to 
France. 

M.  Talleyrand  did  not  rejoin 
upon  the  matter;  but  afked  me 
when  I  propofed  writing.  Upon 
my  replying,  I  fhould  lofe  no 
time;  he  faid,  that  if  I  fhould 
write  as  to-day,  he  would  avail 
himfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  con¬ 
vey  a  letter  to  M.  Otto. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  Merry. 
To  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Hawkefbury,  <kc . 

&c>  See . 

Mo.,  VIII. 

J}trwitMg~S/rtet3  Jrune  10,  lS02. 

Sir, 

YOUR  difpatchps  of  the  4th 


inftant  were  received  on  Monday 
night,  and  have  been  laid  before 
the  King. 

The  account  given  in  that  dif- 
patch  of  the  converfation  which 
paft'ed  on  the  3d  inftant,  between 
you  and  M.  Talleyrand,  refpe&ing 
the  French  Princes  and  their  adhe¬ 
rents,  would  have  afforded  here 
confiderabie  furprife,  if  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  Government  had  not,  in  fome 
degree,  been  prepared  for  it  by 
information  which  had  been  pre- 
vioufty  received  ;  from  the  man¬ 
ner,  however,  in  which  this  fub- 
jetft  has  been  mentioned  to  you,  it 
is  important  that  you  fhould  take  a 
proper  opportunity  to  explain, 
candidly  and  fairly,  to  the  French 
Government,  the  line  of  conduct 
which  his  Majefty  feels  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  purfue  in  this  very  delicate 
bufmefs.  His  Majefty  would  cer-^ 
tainly  confider  it  inconfiftent  with 
both  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,  between  him  and 
the  French  Republic,  to  encourage 
or  countenance  any  projects  that 
might  be  hoftile  to  the  prefent  Go¬ 
vernment  of  France.  He  is  fin- 
cerely  defirous  that  the  peace  which 
has  been  concluded  may  be  perma¬ 
nent,  and  may  lead  to  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  a  fyftem  of  good  un¬ 
derftanding  and  harmony  between 
the  two  countries.  With  thefe 
fentiments,  he  is  difpofed  to  em¬ 
ploy  all  the  means  in  his  power  to 
guard  againft  any  circumftance 
which  can  have  the  effebl  of  dis¬ 
turbing  the  tranquillity  that  has 
been  fo  happily  reftored  ;  and  he 
certainly  expedts,  that  all  foreign¬ 
ers  who  may  refide  within  his  do¬ 
minions,  fhould  not  only  hold  a 
conduct  conformable  to  the  laws 
of  the  country,  but  fhould  abftain 
frfem  all  adls  which  may  be  hoftile 
to  the  Government  pf  any  country 

with 
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with  which  his  Majefty  may  be  at 
peace.  As  long,  however,  as  they 
conduct  themfelves  according  to 
thefe  principles,  his  Ma jelly  would 
feel  it  inconfiftent  with  his  dignity, 
with  his  honour,  and  with  the 
common  laws  of  hofpitality,  to 
deprive  them  of  that  protection 
which  individuals  relident  in  his 
dominions  can  only  forfeit  by  their 
own  mifconduCl.  The  greater 
part  of  the  perfons  to  whom  allu- 
fion  has  been  made  in  M.  Talley¬ 
rand’s  converfation  with  you,  are 
living  in  retirement,  and  his  Ma. 
jelly  has  no  reafon  whatever  to 
fuppofe,  that  fince  the  conclufion 
of  peace,  they  have  availed  them¬ 
felves  of  their  refidence  in  this 
country,  to  promote  any  deligns 
injurious  to  the  Government  of 
France. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 

Anthony  Merry,  Efq. 

& C.  &G.  &C. 

V  f 

No.  IX. 

Paris,  June  17,  I  802, 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  Lordlhip,  that  I  have  exe¬ 
cuted  the  inftrmftions  given  me  by 
your  fecret  and  confidential  dif- 
patch,  (No.  14,)  in  confequence 
of  the  communication  from  M. 
Talleyrand , which  I  tranfmitted 
in  my  Number  23,  refpeCting  the 
refidence  of  the  French  Princes, 
and  other  French  perfons,  in  his 
Majelly’s  dominions. 

In  delivering  my  anfwer  on  this 
bulinefs  to  the  French  Minilter,  I 
took  care  to  exprcfs,  in  the  ftrong- 
,dt  manner*  the  alfurances  which 
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your  Lordlhip  has  authorized  me 
to  give  of  his  Majefty’s  fincere  de¬ 
fire  that  the  peace  which  has  hap¬ 
pily  been  concluded  Ihould  be  per¬ 
manent,  and  that  it  Ihould  lead  to 
the  ellablilhment  of  a  fyllem  of 
harmony  and  good  underftanding 
between  the  two  countries;  and 
that,  as  his  Majelly’s  conduct 
would,  in  every  reipecl,  be  guided 
by  thofe  fentiments,  he  of  courfe 
would  not  tolerate,  much  lefs  en¬ 
courage,  any  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  perfons  within  his  domi¬ 
nions,  which  might  be  hollile  to 
the  prefen t  Government  of  France ; 
which  affurances  might,  I  trufted, 
be  fufficient  to  tranquillize  and  fa- 
tisfy  the  Firlt  Conful,  without  re¬ 
curring  to  the  meafures  which  had 
been  intimated  to  me,  and  which 
could  not  but  be  confidered  as  in¬ 
confiftent  with  his  Majefty’s  dig¬ 
nity  and  honour,  as  well  as  with 
the  common  laws  of  hofpitality, 
which  he  could  not  but  obferve 
towards  foreigners  within  his  do¬ 
minions,  until  they  Ihould  have 
forfeited  that  prote&ion  by  their 
mifcondudl. 

M.  Talleyrand  exprefted  tome, 
in  reply,  that  the  Firft  Conful  had 
folicired  no  more  than  the  Britifti 
Government  itfelf  had,  *  at  the 
time,  demanded  of  France,  when 
the  Pretender  was  in  this  country, 
and  then  had  been  pradlifed  be* 
tween  other  Governments  under 
fimilar  circumftances  :  that  he 
could  not  fee  any  humiliation  in 
the  meafure  which  he  had  inti¬ 
mated  to  me;  that  he  could  afture 
me  it  had  not  been  fuggefted  with 
any  fuch  idea ;  and  that  he  could 
only  repeat,  that  the  adoption  of 
it  would  be,  in  the  higheft  degree, 
agreeable  and  fatisfaftory  to  the 
b  irft  Conful*  and  be  confidered  by 

him 
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him  as  the  moft  convincing  proof 
of  his  Majefty’s  difpofition  to  fee 
a  cordial  good  underftanding  efta- 
blifhed  between  the  two  countries; 
concluding  his  anfwer,  with  a  re- 
queft  that  I  would  report  it  to  your 
Lordfhip. 

I  rejoined  upon  the  fubjed,  by 
obferving  to  the  French  Minifter, 
that  even  without  adverting  to 
the  ferious  confideration  of  the 
King’s  dignity  and  honour,  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  England 
were  to  be  taken  into  account  on 
the  occafion  ;  that  hemuft  be  fenft- 
ble  the  relative  fituation,  hitherto, 

'  of  the  two  countries,  efpecially  in 
regard  to  trade,  afforded  his  Ma. 
jelly’s  fubjeds  no  room  to  reap 
thofe  advantages  which  were  com¬ 
mon  to,  and  which  were  always 
expeded  from,  a  flate  of  peace; 
and  that  it  therefore  appeared  to 
me,  that  the  Firft  Conful  would 
equally  give  a  proof  of  his  difpo¬ 
fition  to  fee  harmony  and  a  friend¬ 
ly  intercourfe  re-eftabjifhed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  by  not 
repeating  his  wifh  upon  a  matter 
which  would  operate,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner,  againil  fuck  an  ap¬ 
proximation  and  reconciliation  of 
fentiments,  were  it  even  only  to 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fubjeds. 

I  am  happy,  my  Lord,  to  fay, 
that  M.  Talleyrand  (hewed  no 
warmth,  or  any  very  marked  ea- 
gernefs,  in  his  manner  of  reply¬ 
ing  to  my  communication;  and 
that  our  converfation  on  this  head 
terminated  with  the  lad;  remarks 
I  made  to  him,  when  he  changed 
It  to  another  fubjed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Anthony  Merry, 
Right  Honourable  Lord 

Hawkefbury,  &ce  &c, 

&c0 


No.  X, 

Port  man- Square,,  July  2$,  iSo2, 
My  Lord, 

I  tranfmitted  fome  time  ago,  to 
Mr.  Hammond,  a  number  of  Pel- 
tier,  containing  the  moft  grofs 
calumnies  againft  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  againft  the  whole 
nation  ;  and  I  obferved,  that  I 
fhould  probably  receive  an  order 
to  demand  the  punifhment  of  fuck 
an  abufe  of  the  prefs.  That  order 
is  actually  arrived,  and  I  cannot 
conceal  from  you,  my  Lord,  that 
the  reiterated  infults  of  a  fmall 
number  of  foreigners,  affembled  in 
London  to  confpire  againft  the 
French  Government,  produce  the 
moft  unfavourable  effeds  on  the 
good  underftanding  between  the 
two  nations.  Even  though  the 
firft  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ami¬ 
ens  had  not  provided  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  that  refped  which  two 
independent  nations  owe  to  each 
other;  the  general  maxims  of  the 
law  of  nations  would  formally  con¬ 
demn  fo  revolting  an  abufe  of  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs.  It  cannot  be 
believed,  that  the  law  can  give 
more  latitude  to  a  libellift  than  to 
any  other  individual,  who,  with¬ 
out  declaration  of  war,  fhould  per¬ 
mit  himfelf  to  violate  the  duties  of 
good  neighbourhood.  The  offence 
in  queftion  is  fo  much  the  more  fe¬ 
rious,  as  its  objed  is  evidently  to 
difturb  the  harmony  which  fubiifts 
between  the  two  Governments. 

It  is  not  to  Peltier  alone,  but 
to  the  Editor  of  the  (i  Courier 
Francois  de  Londres,”  to  Cobbet, 
and  to  other  writers  who  referable 
them,  that  I  have  to  dired  the 
attention  of  his  Majefty ’s  Govern¬ 
ment,  The  perfidious  and  male¬ 
volent 
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volent  publications  of  thefe  men, 
are  in  open  contradiction  to  the 
principles  of  peace;  and  if  it  could 
ever  enter  into  the  mind  of  the 
French  Government  to  permit  re¬ 
taliation,  writers  would  doubtlefs 
be  found  in  France,  willing  to 
avenge  their  countrymen,  by  till¬ 
ing  their  pages  with  odious  re¬ 
flections  on  the  moft  refpedtable 
perfons,  and  on  the  dearelt  initi- 
tutions  of'  Great  Britain. 

The  want  of  pofiive  laws  againft 
thefe  forts  of  offences  cannot  pal¬ 
liate  the  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  according  to  which  peace 
fhould  put  a  flop  to  all  fpecies  of 
jboitilities ;  and  doubtlefs  thofe 
which  wound  the  honour  and  the 
reputation  of  a  Government,  and 
which  tend  to  caufe  a  revolt  of 
the  peop  e,  whofe  interefts  are 
confided  to  that  Government,  are 
the  molt  apt  to  leifen  he  advan¬ 
tages  of  peace,  and  to  keep  up 
national  refeutm.  nts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc. 

9 

(Signed)  Otto, 

To  his  Excellency  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  Minifter 
and  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Foreign'  De-  . 
partment. 

No.  XL 

iJotming- Street y  July  2S,  1802. 
Sir, 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  receipr  of  your 
letter  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  laft 
number  of  Peltier.  It  is  impof- 
fible  that  his  Majefty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  could  perufe  the  article  in 


queftion  without  the  greatcft  dif- 
pleafure,  and  without  an  anxious 
defire  that  the  perfon  who  pdb- 
lifhed  it  fhould  fuffer  the  puniffiu 
ment  he  fo  juftly  deferves.  The 
caiumnies..  however,  to  which  Ms 
Majefty’s  Government,  and  many 
of  the  beft  fubjedis  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  are  frequently  expofed  in  the 
public  prints,  mull  neceftkrily 
convince  all  foreign  Governments 
of  the  difficulties  which  exift  in  % 
conflitution  like  that  of  Great 
Britain,  in  preventing  the  abofe 
which  is  often  unavoidably  atten¬ 
dant  on  the  greatefl  of  all  politi¬ 
cal  benefits ;  and  though  publica¬ 
tions  of  this  nature  are,  as  they 
certainly  ought  to  be,  by  the  law 
of  England,  fubjedt  to  punifhment, 
it  is  often  difficult  to  prove  the 
guilt  of  an  individual  fo  fatisfac- 
torily  as  to  obtain  the  judgment 
of  a  court  „  of  juflice  ;  and 
the  inconvenience  which  arifes 
from  profecution,  uniefs  there  is  a 
rea finable  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  is 
frequently  fufficient  to  deter  noth 
the  Government  and  individuals 
from  undertaking  it.  In  the  pre- 
fen  t  cafe,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  refer  the  article  in  queftion 
to  his  Majefty’s  Attorney  Gene¬ 
ral,  for  his  opinion  whether  it  is 
or  is  not  a  libel,  according  to  the 
conftrudtion  of  the  law  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  whether  it  is  fuch  a 
lib e ’  as  he  would,  .under  ail  the 
cireumftances,  recommend  for  pro- 
fecutioft.  As  foon  as  1  receive  his 
report,  I  (hall  have  the  honour  of 
communicating  it  to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(bigned)  Hawkesbury. 

Mo  Otto,  &c.  &c.  See, 
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No.  XII. 

NOTE. 

THE  underligned  minister  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  having  fubmitted  to  his  go¬ 
vernment  the  letter  which  his  ex* 
cellency  Lord  Hawkefbury,  mi- 
nifter  and  principal  fecretary  of 
date  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  did 
him  the  honour  of  writing  under 
date  of  the  27th  July,  is  directed 
to  offer  the  following  obfervations. 

If  the  Britifh  government  to¬ 
lerates  cenfures  upon  the  a&s  of 
its  adminidration,  and  the  per- 
fonal  abufe  of  the  moil  refpeCtable 
men,  it  does  not  fuffer  even  the 
flighted  attempt  againft  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity,  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  empire,  and  the  fu~ 
preme  authority  which  arifes  from 
them.  Every  nation  is,  more¬ 
over,  at  liberty  to  facrifice  any  ad¬ 
vantage  whatever  in  its  interior, 
in  order  to  obtain  another  to  which 
it  attaches  a  higher  value  :  but 
the  government  which  does  not 
reprefs  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
prefs,  when  it  may  be  injurious 
to  the  honour  or  the  intereds  of 
foreign  powers,  would  afford  an 
opportunity  for  libellifts  to  en¬ 
danger  the  public  tranquillity,  or 
at  lead  the  good  underdanding 
that  forms  the  bads  of  it,  and 
whenever  fuch  ferious  injuries  are 
continued  in  a  regular  gnd  fyfte- 
matic  manner,  doubts  mud  arife 
as  to  its  own  difpofitions. 

The  particular  laws  and  confti- 
tution  of  Great  Britain  are  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  general  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations,  which  fuper- 
fede  the  laws  of  each  individual 
date.  If  it  be  a  risht  in  En¬ 


gland  to  allow  the  mod  extenfive 
liberty  to  the  prefs,  it  is  a  public 
right  of  polidied  nations,  and  the 
bounden  duty  of  governments  to 
prevent,  reprefs,  and  punifh,  every 
attack  which  might  by  thofc 
means  be  made  againd  the  rights, 
the  intereds,  and  the  honour,  of 
foreign  powers. 

This  general  maxim  of  the  law 
of  nations  has  never  been  midaken 
without  paving  the  wav  for  the 
greated  divifions,  and  has  even 
furnifhed  in  England  a  plaufible 
pretext  to  thofe  who  have  written 
volumes  to  prove  the  neceffity  of 
the  lad  war  againd  France.  Are 
thefe  men  now  defirous  of  preferr¬ 
ing  to  the  Confular  government  a 
weapon  which  they  have  wielded 
with  fo  much  addrefs  ?  And  can 
they  flatter  themfelves  that  the 
authority  which  has  flgned  the 
peace  has  not  power  to  maintain 
it? 

By  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  the  two  powers  agree 
to  afford  no  protection,  either  di- 
reftly  or  indirectly,  to  thofe  who 
fnould  caufe  prejudice  to  any  of 
them. 

But  the  greated  of  all  injuries 
doubtlefs  is,  that  which  tends  to 
debafe  a  foreign  government,  or 
to  excite  within  its  territory  civil 
and  religious  commotions ;  and  the 
mod  decided  of  all  protections,  is 
that  which  places  under  the  fafe- 
guard  of  the  laws,  men  who  feek 
not  only  t©  didurb  the  political 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  but  even 
to  diffolve  the  fird  bonds  of 
fociety. 

The  underfigned  minider  mud 
moreover  obferve,  that  this  is  not 
a  quedion  reipeefling  fome  para¬ 
graphs,  which,  through  the  inad¬ 
vertence 
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vertence  of  an  editor,  might  have 
been  accidentally  inferted  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  print  ;  but  it  is  a  queftion  of 
a  deep  and  continued  fyftem  of 
defamation,  directed  not  only 
againft  the  Chief  of  the  French 
republic,  but  againft  all  the  con- 
ftituted  authorities  of  the  republic, 
againft  the  whole  nation,  repre- 
fented  by  thefe  libellers  in  the 
molt  odious  and  degrading  terms. 
It  has  even  been  remarked  that 
many  of  thefe  prints  contain  an 
appeal  to  the  French  people, 
againft  the  government  and  funda- 
mental  laws  of  their  country. 

If  thefe  obfervations  apply  to 
the  Englifll  writers,  who,  for  thefe 
three  months  pad,  have  deluged 
the  public  with  the  mod  perfidious 
and  unbecoming  publications,  they 
are  dill  more  applicable  to  a  clafs 
of  foreign  calumniators,  who  ap¬ 
pear  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
afylum  offered  them  in  England 
only  for  the  purpofe  of  the  better 
gratifying  their  hatred  againd 
France,  and  undermining  the 
foundations  of  peace. 

It  is  nor  merely  by  infulting 
and  {editions  writings,  evidently 
publifhed  with  a  view  to  circu¬ 
lation  in  France,  but  by  other  in¬ 
cendiary  papers  did ribu ted  through 
the  maritime  departments,  in  order 
to  excite  the  evil-difpofed  or  weak 
inhabitants  to  redd  the  execution 
of  the  Concordr.te y  that  thefe  im¬ 
placable  enemies  of  France  con¬ 
tinue  to  exercife  hoftili ties,  and  to 
provoke  the  juft  indignation  of 
the  French  government  and  people. 
Not  a  doubt  exifts.  of  thefe  wri¬ 
tings  having  been  compofed  and 
circulated  by  Georges ,  and  by  the 
former  bilhops  of  Franco.  Thefe 


men  can  no  longer  be  confidered 
but  as  rebels  againd  both  political 
and  religious  authorirv  ;  and  after 
their  reiterated  attemps  to  difturb 
the  good  underftancling  between 
the  two  governments,  their  red- 
dence  in  England  militates  openly 
againft  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  the 
treaty  of  peace. 

The  meetings  likewife  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  idand  of 
Jerfey,  and  the  odious  plots  which 
are  there  framed,  in  fpite  of  the 
reprefentations  which  the  ander- 
dgned  minifter  has  already  taken 
care  to  make  on  this  fubjeCt,  alfo 
demand  immediate  meafures  to  be 
taken  by  a  Government,  the 
neighbour  and  friend  of  France. 

Other  perfons  (attached,  by  re¬ 
collections  never  to  be  effaced,  and 
by  regrets  too  long  foftered,  to  an 
order  of  things  which  no  longer 
exifts  in  France)  ftnd  themfelves 
daily  implicated  by  the  plots  of 
thofe  who  pretend  to  feive  them. 
A  fenfe  of  their  own  reputation 
will  without  doubt  lead  them  to 
avoid  a  focus  of  intrigues,  with 
which  they  ought  not  to  have  the 
leaft  connection. 

Peace  happily  re-eftablifhedU 
the  mutual  delire  of  the  two 
Governments  to  render  it  folk! 
and  lafting,  and  the  general  in- 
terefts  of  humanity,  require  that 
all  thefe  caufes  of  diflatisfaCtion 
lhould  be  done  away,  and  that  his 
Majcfty’s  Miniftry  lhould,  by 
frank  and  energetic  meafures,  ma- 
nifeft  their  difapprobation  of  all  the 
attempts  made  to  produce  nev^ 
divifions. 

The  underfigned  has  in  confe- 
quence  received  efpecial  orders  to 
folicit, 

i  ft. 
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iff.  That  his  Majeffy’s  Go¬ 
vernment  will  adopt  the  molt 
effectual  meafures  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  unbecoming  and  feditious 
publications  with  which  the  newf- 
papers  and  other  writings  printed 
m  England  are  filled. 

2d.  That  the  individuals  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  underfigned  Mi- 
mfter’s  letter  of  the  23d  July  laff, 
fhall  be  fent  out  of  the  ifland  of 
jerfey. 

3d.  That  the  former  Biihops 
©f  Arras  and  St.  Pol  de  Leon, 
and  all  thofe,  who  like  them, 
under  the  pretext  of  religion, 
leek  to  raife  difturbances  in  the 
interior  of  France,  fhall  iikewife 
be  fent  away. 

4th.  That  Georges  and  his  ad- 
fierants  fhall  be  tranfported  to 
Canada,  according  to  the  inten¬ 
tion  which  the  Underfigned  has 
been  directed  to  tranfmit  to  his 
Government  at  the  requeft  of 
Lord  Hawke  {bury. 

5th.  Thar,  in  order  to  deprive 
the  evil-difpofed  of  every  pre¬ 
text  for  difturbing  the  good  un- 
derfianding  between  the  two 
Governments,  it  fhall  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  at  prefent  in 
Great  Britain,  to  repair  to  War- 
faw,  the  refidence  of  the  head  of 
their  family, 

6th.  That  fuch  of  theF  reneb 
emigrants  as  dill  think  proper  to 
wear  the  orders  and  decorations 
belonging  to  the  ancient  govern¬ 
ment  of  France,  fhall  be  requi¬ 
ted  to  quit  the  territory  of  the 
Britifn  empire. 

,  Thefe  demands  are  founded 
upon  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  upon  the  verbal  affurances 
that  the  imderfigned  Miniffer  has 


had  the  f^tisfadion  to  receive  irl 
the  courff  of  the  negociations, 
with  regard  to  a  mutual  agree¬ 
ment  for  main  aining  tranquillity 
and  good  order  in  the  two  coun¬ 
tries.  If  any  one  in  particular 
of  thefe  demands  does  not  pro¬ 
ceed  fo  immediately  from  the 
treaty  concluded,  it  would  be  eafy 
to  juflify  it  by  finking  examples, 
and  to  prove  how  very  attentive 
the  Britilh  Government  has  been 
in  times  of  internal  fermentation, 
to  remove  from  the  territory  of  a 
neighbouring  power  thofe  who 
might  endanger  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity. 

Whatever  may  be  the  protedion 
which  the  Englifh  laws  afford  to 
native  writers,  and  to  other  fub- 
jeds  of  his  Majelty,  the  French 
Government  knows  that  foreigners 
do  not  here  enjoy  the  fame  pro- 
tedion  ;  and  that  the  law,  known 
by  the  title  of  the  Alien  gives 
the  Mjniffry  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jeffy  an  authority  which  it  hasofte» 
exercifed  againil  foreigners  whofe 
refidence  was  prejudicial  to  the 
interefts  of  Great  Britain.  The 
fil'd  claufe  of  this  ad  dates  ex- 
prefsly  that  any  Order  in  Council 
which  •  requires  a  foreigner  to  quit 
the  kingdom  fnall  be  executed 
under  pain  of  imprifonment  and 
„tranfportation.  There  exifls, 
therefore,  in  the  Miniftry  a.  legal 
and  fufficient  power  to  refirain  fo¬ 
reigners,  without  having  recourfe 
to  the  courts  of  law  ;  and  the 
French  Government,  which  offers 
on  this  point  a  perfed  reciprocity, 
thinks  it  gives  a  new  proof  of  its 
pacific  intentions,  by  demanding 
that  thofe  perfons  may  be  fent 
away,  whofe  machinations  uni¬ 
formly  tend  to  fow  difeord  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  the  two  people.  It  owes 
to  itfelf  and  to  the  nation  at 
large,  (which  has  made  it  the  de¬ 
pository  of  its  power  and  of  its 
honour), ‘not  to  appear  infeniible 
to  infults  and  to  plots  during  pro¬ 
found  peace,  which  the  irritation 
of  open  war  could  not  judify  ;  and 
it  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
conciliatory  difpofitions  of  the 
Britifh  Minidry,  not  to  rely  upon 
its  efforts  to  difperfe  a  faction 
equally  the  enemy  of  France  and 
England. 

The  underfigned  Minider  feizes 
this  opportunity  to  prdent  to  his 
Excellency  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the 
homage  of  his  refpedful  confider- 
ation. 

(Signed)  Ott©. 
London ,  I  ’Jth  Auguji ,  1802. 

No.  XIII. 

Downing -ft  reet ,  Auguji  2  8  th,  1802. 

Sir, 

I  Send  you  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  received  fome  days  ago 
from  M.  Otto,  together  with  a 
copy  of  an  official  note  inclofed 
in  it.  I  have  informed  M. 
Otto,  that  you  would  receive  in- 
indrudions  to  enter  into  expla¬ 
nations  with  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  on  the  feveral  points  to 
which  it  refers.  It  is  impoflible 
not  to  feel  confiderable  furprize 
at  the  circumftances  under  which 
it  has  been  thought  proper  to 
prefent  fuch  a  note ;  at  the  ftile 
in  which  it  is  drawn  up,  and  at 
the  complaints  contained  in  it. 
Whatever  may  be  the  general  dif¬ 
pofitions  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  towards  this  country,  fup- 
pofing  them  to  be  as  hoftile  as 
they  have  been  at  any  former 
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period,  or  even  more  fo,  it  would 
appear  fo  contrary  to  their  intereft 
to  provoke  a  war  with  us  at  the 
the  prefent  moment,  that  I  am  in. 
dined  to  aferibe  their  conduct, 
in  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs,  more 
to  temper,  than  to  any  other  mo, 
tive  ;  but  whether  their  condud 
is  to  be  referred  to  temper  or  to 
policy,  the  effeds  of  it  may  fill  be 
the  fame  ;  it  is  therefore  become  of 
the  utmod  importance  that  a  frank 
explanation  fhould  be  made  of  the 
line  of  condud  which  his  Majedy 
has  determined  to  adopt  on  reafons 
of  the  nature  of  thofe  to  which 
this  -note  refers,  and  of  the  mo¬ 
tives  on  which  it  is  founded; 
-and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  fuch 
an  explanation  will  have  the  ef- 
fed  of  putting  an  end  to  a 
courfe  of  proceeding  which  can 
lead  only  to  perpetual  irritation 
between  the  two  Govern¬ 
ments,  and  which  might  ulti¬ 
mately  tend  to  the  molt  ferious 
confequences. 

The  fird  confideration  that  na¬ 
turally  arifes  on  this  tranfadion, 
is  that  of  the  peculiar  circum¬ 
ftances  under  which  the  note  of 
M.  Otto  has  been  prefented.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  fome  very 
improper  paragraphs  have  lately 
appeared  in  fome  of  the  Englifh 
newfpapers  againft  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  France;  it  cannot  be  de¬ 
nied  likewife,  that  publications  of 
a  dill  more  improper  and  indecent 
nature  have  made  their  appearance 
in  this  country*  with  the  names 
of  foreigners  affixed  to  them. 
Under  thefe  •  circumftances,  the 
French  Government  would  have 
been  warranted  in  expeding  every 
redrefs  that  the  laws  of  this  coun¬ 
try  could  afford  them  ;  but  as, 
indead  of  decking  it  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary 
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nary  courfe,  they  have  thought 
fit  to  refort  to  recrimination  them- 
felves,  or  at  leaft  to  authorize  it 
in  others,  they  could  have  no 
right  to  complain  if  their  fubfe- 
<^uent  appeal  to  his  Majefty  had 
failed  to  produce  the  effed  that 
otherwife  would  have  attended  it. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the 
nature  of  the  prior  injury,  they 
have  in  fad  taken  the  law  into 
their  own  hands :  And  what  is 
this  recrimination  and  retort  ? 
The  paragraphs  in  the  Englilh 
newfpapers,  i  the  publications  to 
which  I  have  above  referred,  have 
not  appeared  under  any  authority 
of  the  Britifh  Government,  and 
are  difavowed  and  difapproved  of 
by  them  ;  but  the  paragraph  in 
the  Moniteur  has  appeared  in  a 
paper  avowedly  official,  for  which 
the  Government  are  therefore  con- 
fidered  as  refponfible,  as  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Government  is  refponfible 
for  the  contents  of  the  London 
Gazette.  And  this  retort  is  not 
confined  to  the  unauthorized  En- 
glifti  newfpapers,  or  to  the  other 
publications  of  which  complaint 
is  now  made,  but  is  converted 
into,  and  made  a  pretence  for  a 
dired  attack  upon  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  his  Majefty.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  feels  it  beneath  his  dignity 
to  make  any  formal  complaint  on 
this  occafion ;  but  h  has  been  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  proceed  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  fubjed,  with¬ 
out  pointing  your  attention  to  the 
condud  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  in  this  refped,  that  you  may 
obferve  upon  it  in  the  manner  it 
deferves. 

The  proportions  in  M.  Otto’s 
official  note,  are  fix  in  number; 
but  may  in  fad ,  be  divided  un¬ 
der  two  heads  :  the  ftrft,  that 


which  relates  to  the  libels  of  all 
deferiptions,  which  are  alledged 
to  be  publifhed  againft  the  French 
Government ;  the  laft,  cempre- 
hending  the  five  complaints  which 
relate  to  the  emigrants  refident 
in  this  country.  On  the  firft, 
I  am  fure  you  muft  be  aware 
that  his  Majefty  cannot,  and  ne¬ 
ver  will,  in  confequence  of  any 
reprefentation  or  any  menace 
from  a  foreign  Power,  make  any 
conceffion  which  can  be  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  as  fecured 
by  the  conftiLUtion  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  This  liberty  is  juft ly  dear 
to  every  Britifh  fubjed.  The 
conftitution  admits  of  no  previous 
reftraints  upon  publications  of  any 
defeription ;  but  there  exift  ju¬ 
dicatures,  wholly  independent  of 
the  Executive  Government,  ca¬ 
pable  of  taking  cognizance  of 
fuch  nublications  as  the  law  deems 
to  be  criminal,  and  which  are 
bound  to  inflid  the  punifhment 
the  delinquents,  may  deferve  ; 
thefe  judicatures  may  take  cog¬ 
nizance  not  only  of  libels  a°;ainft: 
the  Government  and  the  magif- 
tracy  of  this  kingdom,  but,  as 
has  been  repeatedly  experienced, 
of  publications  defamatory  of 
thofe  in  whofe  hands  the  admi- 
niftration  of  foreign  Governments 
is  placed.  That  our  Govern¬ 
ment  neither  has  nor  wants  any 
other  protedion  than  what  the 
laws  of  the  country  afford:-  and 
though  they  are  willing  and  ready 
to  give  to  every  foreign  Govern¬ 
ment  all  rhe  protedion  againft  of¬ 
fences  of  this  nature  which  the 
principle  of  their  laws  and  coru 
ftitution  will  admit,  they  never 
can  confent  to  new-model  their 
laws,  or  'to  change  then  conftitu- 
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tion,  to  gratify  the  wifhes  of  any 
foreign  Power.  If  .  the  prefent 
.French  Government  are  diifatis- 
fied  with  our  laws  on  the  fubjeft 
of  libels,  or  entertain  the  opinion 
that  the  adminift ration  of  juftice 
in  our  courts  is  too  tardy  and  le¬ 
nient,  they  have  it  in  their  power 
to  redrefs  themfelves  by  punching 
the  venders  and  diftributors  of 
fuch  publications,  within  their 
own  territories,  in  any  manner 
that  they  may  think  proper,  and 
thereby  preventing  the  circulation 
of  them.  If  they  think  their  pre¬ 
fent  laws  are  not  fufficient  for  this 
purpofe,  they  may  enaft  new  ones; 
or,  if  they  think  it  expedient,  they 
may  exercife  the  right  which  they 
have  of  prohibiting  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  any  foreign  newfpapers,  or 
periodical  publications,  into  the 
territories  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic.  His  Majefly  will  not  com¬ 
plain  of  fuch  a  meafure,  as  it  is 
not  his  intention  to  interfere  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  people 
oi  territories  of  France  fhould  be 
governed;  but  he  expefts  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  will  not  interfere  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  his  dominions  is  con¬ 
duced,  or  t©  call  for  a  change  in 
thofe  laws  with  which  his  people 
are  perfectly  fatisfied.  With  ref- 
peft  to  the  diftinftion  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  drawn  in  M.  Otto’s 
note,  between  the  publications  of 
Britifh  fubjefts  and  thofe  of  fo¬ 
reigners,  and  the  power  which  his 
Majefty  is  fuppofed  to  have  in 
confequence  of  the  alien  aft,  of 
fending  foreigners  out  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  it  is  important  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  provifions  of  that 
aft  were  made  for  the  purpofe  of 
preventing  the  refidence  of  fo¬ 
reigners,  whofe  numbers  and  prin- 
Vql.  XLV,  or  Vol.  III.  Nev 
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ciples  had  a  tendency  to  difturb 
the  internal  peace  of  his  own  do¬ 
minions,  and  whom  the  fafety  of 
thofe  dominions  might  require  in 
many  inftances  to  be  removed, 
even  if  their  aftual  conduft  had 
not  expofed  them  to  punifhment 
by  law.  It  does  not  follow  that 
it  would  be  a  warrantable  applica¬ 
tion  of  fuch  a  law  to  exert  its 
powers  in  the  cafes  cf  individuals 
fuch  as  thofe  of  whom  complaint  is 
now  made,  and  particularly  as 
they  are  liable  to  be  profecuted 
under  the  law  of  the  land,  in  like 
manner, as  others  have  been  in  fimL 
lar  cafes, at  the  inftance,  and  upon  the 
complaint  of  foreign  Governments. 

The  fecond  general  head,  which 
includes  the  five  laft:  complaints, 
relates  to  the  removal  of  fome  of 
the  French  emigrants  refident  in 
this  country.  His  Majefiy  en¬ 
tertained  hopes  that  the  explana¬ 
tion  furnifhed  on  this  head  in  my 
difpatch,  No.  14,  would  have  pro¬ 
ved  fatisfaftory,  and  would  have 
precluded  the  neceifity  of  any  far¬ 
ther  difeuflion  on  this  fubjeft. 
The  French  Government  have, 
upon  feveral  occafions,  reforted  on 
this  part  of  the  fubjeft  to  prece¬ 
dent,  and  have  particularly  refted 
on  the  demand  formerly  made  by 
this  country,  that  the  perfon  then 
called  the  Pretender,  fhould  be 
fent  from  the  French  dominions. 
It  is  important  that  the  differ¬ 
ences  .  between  thefe  two  cafes 
fhould  be  ftated.  When  James  the 
Second  abdicated  the  Throne,  and 
left  this  country,  he  retired  with 
his  adherents  to  France  ;  and 
though  in  the  war  which  imme¬ 
diately  fucceeded  that  event,  the 
French  Governmont  adopted  his 
caufe  as  their  own,  no  flipulation 
was  made  at  the  treaty  of  Ryf- 
wick,  that  he  fhould  be  fent  from 
Series.  *  Q  that 
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that  country,  nor  was  any  fub- 
fequent  demand  ever  made  to  the 
French  Government  to  this  effect  ; 
but  he  was  fuffered  to  remain  at 
St.  Germain,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Paris,  furrounded  by  his 
family  and  friends,  till  the  time  of 
his  death.  It  was  not  till  alter  his 
demife,  when  Lewis  the  Fourteenth, 
in  aired  violation  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ryfwick,  had  acknowledged  his 
Son  as  Kim>;  of  Great  Britain,  that 
a  different  courfe  of  proceeding  was 
adopted  by the'Britiih  Government; 
and  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  figned 
at  Utrecht,  which  put  an  end  to 
the  war  which  had  been  carried  on, 
on  account  of  the  Spanifh  fucccf- 
fion,  an  article  was  inferred  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Pretender  from  rending  in 
any  part  of  the  French  Dominions. 
The  demand  which  was  fubfeqoent- 
ly  made  for  the  removal  of  the  Pre¬ 
tender  from  a  town  which  was 
fituated  in  the  centre  of  thefe  do¬ 
minions,  was  founded  on  this  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  Treaty,  which  >vas  in 
fad  one  of  the  conditions  of  the 
Peace;  but  both  the  Article  in  the 
Tseaty  and  the  demand  were  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Pretender  perfonally, 
and  were  not  extended  to  any  of  his 
family,  or  to  any  of  his  adherents. 
After  his  removal,  many  ot  his 
adherents  continued  to.  refide  in 
France:  many  perfons  refident  in 
this  country,  who  were  attached 
to  the  caufe  of  the  Pretender,  and 
liad  promoted  the  rebellion  in  his 
favour,  and  who  were  confequent- 
ly  attainted  for  High  Treafcn, 
fought  refuge  in  France,  and  were 
permitted  to  remain'  there  till  their 
death,  without  any  application 
ever  having  been  i%tde  by  the'Brit¬ 
iih  Government  for  their  removal. 
The  Duke  of  Berwick,  the  natural 
Son  of  James  the  Second,  who  from 
his  principles  and  talents  was  the 


moil  dangerous  man  to  the  interefb 
of  this  country  and  the  proteftant 
Succeffion,  continued  to  be  a  general 
in  the  French  armies,  and  though 
defeended  from  the  King,  an  Eng- 
lilhman  and  an  Emigrant,  it  was 
not  required  that  he  (hould  be  Pent 
out  of  France.  In  the  prefen t  cafe, 
there  is  no  Article  in  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  by  which  his  Majefty  is 
bound  to  fend  from  this  country 
any  Frenchman  whatever,  except 
on  account  of  the  crimes  fpecified 
in  the  Twentieth  Article  of  the 
Definitive  Treaty,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  proofs  therein  requir¬ 
ed  having  been  adduced.  In  the 
prefent  cafe,  it  cannot  be  pretended 
that  his  Majefty  has  ever  given 
the  flighted:  countenance  to  the 
caufe  of  the  Royalifts  in  France 
againft  the  prefent  Government, 
fmee  the  period  when  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  Government ;  and  if 
there  were  not  thefe  important 
differences  in  the  two  cafes,  they 
would  be  totally  di Similar  in  the 
only  remaining  point;  for  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  as  has 
been  already  ftated,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  violence  of  the  times*  and 
the  danger  to  which  the  proteftant 
fuccefiion  was  really  expofed,  this 
ftrong  adt  of  authority  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  perfon  of  the  Pretend¬ 
er;  and  the  individual  who  muft 
be  recognized  in  that  character  by 
the  French  Government,  and  whole 
cafe  can  alone  bear  any  fimilarity 
to  the  former  even  in  this  refpedU 
is  not,  and  never  has  been  within 
his  Majefty ’s  dominions:  Other 
precedents  might  be  adduced  on 
this  fubjetft  ;  but  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  ft  ate  them,  as  the  foregoing  are 
fufficient. 

With  rtfpedl  to  the  complaints 
in  detail  under  the  fecond  head.- — 
Upon  the  firft,you  may  inform  the 
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French  Government,  that  the  emi¬ 
grants  in  Jerfey,  many  of  whom 
had  remained  there  folely  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cheapnefs  of  fubfif- 
tence,  had  actually  removed,  or 
were  removing  previous  to  the  re- 
prefentation  concerning  them  in 
Mr.  Otto’s  Note,  and  that  before 
your  explanation  with  Mr.  Talley¬ 
rand  can  take  place,  there  will 
probably  not  be  an  emigrant  in 
the  ifl and. 

To  the  fecond  complaint  which 
relates  to  the  Bilhops  of  Arras  and 
Saint  Paul  de  Leon,  and  others, 
his  Majefty  can  only  reply,  that 
if  the  fads  alledged  againft  them 
can  be  fubftantiated;  if  it  can  be 
proved  that  they  have  diftributed 
papers  on  the  coaft  of  France,  with 
a  view  of  difturbing  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  inducing  the  people  to 
refill  the  new  Church  Eftablilhment, 
his  Majefty  would  think  himfelf 
juftified  in  taking  all  meafures 
within  his  power  for  obliging 
them  to  leave  the  country  ;  but 
fome  proof  mull  be  adduced  of  thofe 
fads ;  and  fuch  proof  muft  not  be 
that  of  their  having  in  a  fingle  in- 
ftance,  viz.  in  reply  to  the  Pope’s 
Mandate,  publilhed  a  vindication 
of  their  own  condud,  in  refuting  to 
conform,  to  the  new  eftablilhment, 
a  proceeding  in  which  they  would 
be  juftifiable  on  every  principle  of 
toleration  and  juftice;  but  itfhould 
fhew  that  they  have  tince  availed 
themfelves  of  their  tituation  in  this 
country  to  excite  the  people  of 
France  againft  the  authority  of 
that  government,  whether  civil  or 
eccletiaftical. 

On  the  third  complaint,  which 
refpeds  the  removal  of  Georges ,  and 
thofe  perfons  fuppofed  to  be  deferib- 
ed  as  his  adherents,  Mr.  Otto, 
muft  have  mi  (taken  me  in  what  he 
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fuppofes  me  to  have  faid  on  that 
fubjed.  His  Majefty  is  however 
very  defirous  to  obviate  any  caufe 
of  complaint  or  uneafmefs  with 
refped  to  thefe  perfons ;  and  mea¬ 
fures  are  in  contemplation,  and  will 
be  taken,  for  the  purpofe  of  remov¬ 
ing  them  out  of  his  Majefty’s  Eu¬ 
ropean  Dominions. 

On  the  fourth  complaint  refped- 
ing  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  I  can  only  refer  you  to 
my  former  anfwer.  His  Majefty 
has  no  defire  that  they  (hould  con¬ 
tinue  to  retide  in  this  country,  if 
they  are  difpofed,  or  can  be  induced 
to  quit  it ;  but  he  feels  it  to  be  in- 
confiftant  with  his  honor  and  his 
fenfe  of  juftice  to  withdraw  from 
them  the  rights  of  hofpitality,  as 
long  as  they  conduct  themfelves 
peaceably  and  quietly;  and  unlefs 
fome  charge  can  be  fubftantiated 
of  their  attempting  to  dillurb  the 
peace  which  fubtifts  between  the 
"two  governments. 

With  refped  to  the  fifth  com¬ 
plaint,  which  relates  to  the  French 
emigrants  wearing  in  this  country 
the  orders  of  their  ancient  govern¬ 
ment;  there  are  few  if  any  perfons 
of  that  defeription  in  this  country 
who  wear  fuch  orders.  It  might 
be  more  proper  if  they  all  abstained 
from  it;  but  the  hrench  Govern¬ 
ment  could  not  perfift  in  expecting, 
that  even  if  it  were  confident  with 
law,  his  Majefty  could  be  induced 
to  commit  fo,  harlh  an  ad  of  au¬ 
thority  as  to  fend  them  out  of  the 
country  on  fuch  an  account. 

I  have  thus  dated  to  you  his 
Majefty’s  fentiments  on  the  feverai 
points  contained  in  Mr.  Otto’s 
note.  You  will  take  an  early  op¬ 
portunity  of  communicating  thefe 
fentiments  to  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  accompanying  them 
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with  the  arguments  and  explana¬ 
tions  above  hated.  And  if  it  fhould 
be  defired,  and  you  fhould  be  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  any  good  effedl,  there  is  no 
objection  to  your  putting  the  fub- 
dance  of  what  you  fhall  have  hated 
in  writing,  and  of  delivering  it  to 
the  Miniher  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
as  a  memorandum  of  your  conver- 
fation. 

Upon  the  general  tone  and  hyle 
of  Mr.  Otto’s  Note,  it  is  important 
to  obferve,  that  it  is  far  from  con¬ 
ciliating  ;  and  that  the  prafkice  of 
prefenting  notes  of  this  deferip- 
tion,  on  any  motive  or  fuggehion 
of  perfonal  irritation,  cannot  fail 
to  have  the  effect  of  indifpofing  the 
two  Governments  towards  each 
other,  inhead  of  confolidating  and 
drengthening  the  peace  which  hap¬ 
pily  fubfifts  between  them.  That 
after  a  war,  in  which  the  paflions 
of  men  have  been  roufed  beyond 
all  former  examples,  it  is  natural 
to  fuppofe  that  the  dihruh,  jea- 
loufy,  and  other  hohile  feelings  of 
individuals  fhould  not  immediately 
fubiide,  and  under  thefe  eircum- 
ftances  it  appears  to  be  both  tire  in- 
tereh  and  the  duty  of  the  two 
Governments  by  a  mild  and  tem¬ 
perate  conduct  gradually  to  allay 
thefe  feelings,  and  not  on  the  con¬ 
trary  to  provoke  and  augment  them 
by  untimely  irritation  on  their  part, 
and  by  aferibing  proceedings  like 
thofe  above  noticed,  to  caufes  to 
which  they  have  no  reference. 
His  Majehy  has  thus  fully  and 
frankly  explained  his  fentiments, 
and  the  ground  of  his  condudl. 
He  is  dncerely  difpofed  to  adopt 
every  meafure  for  the  prefer vation 
of  peace,  which  is  confident  with 
the  honor  and  independence  of  the 
country,  and  with  the  fecurity  pf 


its  laws  and  conftitiition.  But 
the  French  Government  mud  have 
formed  a  mod  erroneous  judgment 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  Britifh 
Nation,  and  of  the  chara&er  of  its 
Government,  if  they  have  been 
taught  to  expeft  that  any  reprefen- 
tation  of  a  foreign  power  will  ever 
induce  them  to  confeut  to  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  thofe  rights  on  which  the 
liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
country  are  founded. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  he,  See . 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 
Anthony  Merry,  Efq. 

No.  XIV. 

‘  i  T> 

NOTE. 

#  GENERAL  Vial,  Minifier Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  the  Republic  at  Mal¬ 
ta,  having  let  out  for  his  deftination 
about  the  20th  of  July,  it  is  to  be 
prefumed,  that  he  will  foon  be  in  a 
condition  to  enter  into  a  concert 
with  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  JYIi- 
nider  Plenipotentiary  on  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  Malta,  and  of  its  depen¬ 
dencies. 

The  three  months,  in-  which 
this  evacuation  Ihould  have  taken 
place,  are  expired;  and  it  being  the 
intention  of  the  two  Governments 
that  the  execution  of  the  Treaty 
of  A.miens  fhould  experience  the 
lead  poffible  delay,  the  Fird  Con- 
ful  would  have  been  defirous  that 
the  two  thoufand  Neapolitans  who 
are  ready  to  depart,  could  have  been 
tranfported  at  an  early  period  to~ 
the  Illand  of  Malta,  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  whenever  the  evacuation  fhall 
be  on  the  point  of  being  eifeeded. 

It  appears,  neverthelefs,  that  Mr„ 
Drummond,  the  Englilh  Minifies 
at  Naples,  has  not  been  authorized 
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by  his  Government  to  facilitate 
this  tranfport;  and  that  the  mo¬ 
tive  alledged  by  thatMinifter  was, 
that  the  ltipulations,  which  ought 
to  precede  the  evacuation  not  be¬ 
ing  fulfilled,  that  evacuation  could 
not  yet  take  place. 

In  communicating  the  above  de¬ 
tails  to  his  Excellency  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Foreign  Department,  the  under¬ 
lined  is  directed  to  obferve,  that 
the  •  fending  the  two  thoufand 
Neapolitans  to  the  I  Hand  of  Malta 
cannot  but  be  conftdercd  as  a  pre¬ 
liminary  ftep,  in  order  to  accele¬ 
rate  the  evacuation,  as  foon  as  the 
necelfary  meafures  fhall  have  beem 
taken  by  the  refpedlive  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries;  and  that  it  does  not  in  any 
manner  prevent  the  fubfequeut 
concert  on  the  details  of  the  eva¬ 
cuation,  conformably  to  the  claufes 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 

The  Underfigned  is  moreover 
directed  to  requeft  the  Britifli  Mi- 
niftry  to  give  general  inftrudlions  to 
his  Majefty’s  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Naples,  and  at  Malta,  that  the 
evacuation,  and  the  other  Condi¬ 
tions  of  the  ioth  Article,  may  be 
executed  without  obftacle,  and 
without  thefe  Plenipotentiaries  con¬ 
ceiving  themfelves  obliged  to  refer 
to  their  Government  on  each  of  the 
fuccelfive  operations  which  fhould 
take  place. 

The  underfigned  embraces  this 
opportunity  to  prefent  to  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  Lord  Hawkefbury,  the 
homage  of  his  rcfpedlful  confedera¬ 
tion. 

London y  Auguft  lift,  1802. 

(Signed)  Otto. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Hawkelbury, 
&c.  &c»  &c. 


PAPERS.  *  229 

No.  XV. 

NOTE. 

) 

THE  underfigned  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr. 
Otto’s  Note  of  the  21ft  inftant. 

When  tire  Neapolitan  Govern¬ 
ment  notified  to  Mr.  Drummond, 
the  King’s  Minifter  at  Naples,  that 
the  2000  troops  which  his  Sicilian 
Majcfty  had  feledted  to  ferve  in 
Malta,  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
their  deflination,  that  gentleman 
declined  taking  any  hep  to  facili¬ 
tate  their  embarkation,  till  he 
fhould  receive  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  Sir  Alexander  Ball  in 
that  Jfland,  and  till  he  fhould  be 
informed  that  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Britifh  Forces  had 
made  fui table  preparations  for  their 
reception.  By  the  laft  advices 
from  Malta  it  appears,  that  Sir 
Alexander  Ball  had  arrived  there 
on  the  tenth  of  laft  month,  and 
that  after  having  conferred  with 
General  Fox  upon  the  fubjedl,  he 
had  written  to  Mr.  Drummond, 
that  there  was  110  impediment  what¬ 
ever  to  the  immediate  reception  of 
the.  Neapolitan  Troops,  and  that 
their  quarters  would  be  prepared 
accordingly ;  the  underfigned  has 
the  honor  to.  ftate  this  to  M.  Otto 
as  the  m«ft  fatisfadtory  anfwer 
which  he  can  give  to  his  Note.  It 
is'  probable,  therefore,  that  the 
troops  of  his  Sicilian  Ma  jelly  are 
already  embarked  and  on  their  paf- 
fage ;  but  to  prevent  the  poffibility 
of  any  unneceflary  delay  or  mif- 
conception,  the  mod  explicit  in¬ 
ftrudlions  will  be  immediately  for¬ 
warded  to  Mr.  Drummond  on  this 
fubjedh 

With  refpedl  to  the  other  points 
it)  M.  Otto’s  Note,  the  underfigp- 
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cd  can  only  repeat  what  he  has  be¬ 
fore  ftated  to  him,  that  hisMajef- 
ty  is  moft  ftneerely  deiirous  to  fee 
all  the  ftipulations  of  the  Tenth 
Article  of  the  Definitive  Treaty 
carried  into  effedt  with  the  utmoft 
punctuality,  and  with  the  leaft  pof- 
fible  delay.  With  this  view  he  takes 
this  opportunity  of  obferving  toM. 
Otto,  that  by  the  very  laft  Dif- 
patches  from  the  Englifh  Ambaffa- 
clor  at  St.  Peteriburgh,  the  French 
Minifter  at  that  Court  had  not  even 
then  received  any  inftrudtions  from 
his  Government  relative  to  the 
fteps  to  be  taken  in  concert  with 
Lord  St.  Helens,  for  inviting  the 
Emperor  to  become  a  Guaranty  of 
the  provifions  and  ftipulations  of 
the  Article  in  queftion.  The 
French  Minifter  at  Berlin,  was  in 
the  fame  predicament.  The  un- 
derfigned,  therefore,  requefts  that 
M.  Otto  would  have  the  goodnefs 
to  reprefent  thefe  circumftances  to 
his  Government,  and  to  urge  them, 
if  they  have  not  already  done  it,  to 
tranfmit  without  delay  to  their 
Minifters  at  thofe  couFts  the  ne- 
Ceftary  inftrudtions  for  bringing 
this  part  of  the  bufinefs  to  a  con- 
Itlufton. 

The  underfigned  requefts  M. 
Otto  to  accept  the  affurances  of 
his  high  conftderation. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 
JDcnv?;h/g Street,  Auguji  2  3 A,  1802. 

No.  XVI. 

ExtraSi  of  a  Df patch  from  Mr*  Merry 

to  Lord  Iia'~wkejbury ,  dated  Parisy 

October  3,  1802. 

«  AS foon  as  the  Helvetic  Govern¬ 
ment  had  retired  from  Berne  to 
Laufanne,  the  partizans  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Federative  fyftem  of  the 


Swifs  Cantons,  who  eftablifhed  im¬ 
mediately  in  the  former  City  a  Pro- 
vifional  Government,  deputed  a 
confidential  to  Paris,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  counteracting  the  meafures 
of  M.  Stapfer,  and  of  engaging  the 
Firft  Conful  to  fuffer  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Switzerland  to  fettle  their 
affairs  amongft  themfelves.  He 
was  inftrudted  in  any  emergency 
to  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  Minifters 
here  of  the  principal  Powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  to  folicit  their  interfer¬ 
ence  and  afiiftance  in  the  objects 
of  his  miffion.  He  reached  Paris 
four  days  ago,  and  had  reafon  to 
flatter  himfelf,  from  the  refult  of 
an  interview  which  he  had  imme¬ 
diately  with  M.  Talleyrand,  that 
the  Firft  Conful  would  put  no  ob- 
ftacle  in  the  way  of  any  arrange¬ 
ment  which  the  Swifs  might  agree 
upon  among  themfelves  for  the  final 
fettlement  of  their  Government ; 
he  was  therefore  much  furprifed  to 
learn foon  afterwards,  that  a  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  Firft  Con- 
ful’s  fentiments,  and  his  aftonifh- 
ment  was  compleated  when  he  found 
that  the  latter  had  taken  fo  decided 
and  fo  unfavourable  a  part  in  the 
bufinefs,  as  that  which  is  announced 
by  a  refolution  publifhed  in  yef- 
terday’s  Moniteur,  (which  I  have 
the  honor  to  tranfmit  inclofed),  in 
the  form  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Switzerland.  This 
perfon  having,  befides  this  public 
declaration,  acquired  fome  private 
information  of  its  being  the  Firft 
ConfuPs  intention  to  give  the  moft 
immediate  and  vigorous  effedt  to 
it,  loft  no  time  in  addreffing  a 
letter  to  the  latter,  in  which  he 
took  the  liberty  of  ftating  that  he 
muft  have  been  deceived  by  falfe 
reprefentations,  that  his  interfer¬ 
ence  in  the  affairs  of  Switzerland, 

was, 
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was,  as  he  was  authorized  to  fay, 
entirely  unfolicited  by  the  majori¬ 
ty,  and  the  bed  thinking  part  of 
the  inhabitants;  and  that  he  had, 
therefore,  to  entreat  of  him,  in  the 
mod  earned  manner,  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  his  refoluticn  until 
thofe  explanations  could  take  place, 
which  he  traded  might  be  the 
means  of  preventing  the  iipmehfe 
effufion  of  blood  which  would  o- 
therwife  inevitably  enfue.  He  at 
the  dime  time  addreffed  himfelf  in 
the  courfe  of  yederday  to  me,  as 
well  a 3  to  the  Audrian  andSpanifn 
Ambadadors,  and  to  the  Ruffian 
and  Pruffian  Miniders,  (not  having 
gained  admittance  to  Monf.  de 
Cobenzel,  nor  to  M.  de  Markoff  or 
Lucchefini ;  he  aftervyards  wrote 
to  them),  foliciting,  in  the  drong- 
ed  terms,  an  interference  (jointly, 
it  poffible),  on  their  part,  with  the 
French  Government,  to  endeavour 
to  avert  the  impending  evil.  I 
naturally  obferved  to  him  in  an- 
fwer,  that  the  prefent  date  of  po¬ 
litical  relations  between  the  o-reat 

O 

powers  ot  Europe  afforded  no  prof- 
pe£t  of  his  obtaining  of  their  Mi¬ 
niders  at  Paris,  to  adopt  a  concert¬ 
ed  meafure  in  favour  of,  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  he  had  fo  much  at  heart, 
and  that  of  courfe  I  could  not  take 
it  individually  upon  myfelf,  with¬ 
out  any  exprefs  indru<dion  from 
my  government.  He  returned  to 
me  to-day,  to  acquaint  me  that  he 
was  not  orfly  as  yet  without  a  re¬ 
ply  from  any  quarter,  but  had 
reafon  to  fear  that  his  prayers 
would  not  be  lidened  to  by  the 
Audrian,  Ruffian,  and  Pruffian  Mi¬ 
niders  ;  he  therefore  conjured  me  to 
tranfmit  them  to  His  Majefty*  s  Go - 
vernment ,  from  whom  only  his  Coun¬ 
trymen  could  have  a  hope  of  deriving 
p?;y  affljlancc  in  the  terrible  conflitf 
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which  he  knew  they  were  determined 
to  Jland }  and  which  would  only  ceafe 
by  the  extermination  of  every  virtu¬ 
ous  and  brave  man  in  the  country . 
He  then  put  into  my  hand  a  Note 
which  he  had  drawn  up  in  a  hurry, 
and  of  which  I  inclofe  a  copy, 
whilft,  my  Lord,  it  was  out  of  my 
power  to  give  him  any  encourage¬ 
ment  to  expeft  from  his  Majefty ’s 
Government  the  affiftance  which  his 
petition  expreffes,  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  lofe  no  time  in 
making  you  acquainted  with  a'ftate 
of  things  which  may  fhortly  be 
attended  with  very  important  con- 
fequences. 

(Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  16.) 
NOTE. 

SO  long  as  Swifferland  was  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  French  armies,  the 
wifhes  of  the  people  could  never  be 
freely  manifefted.  The  petty  re¬ 
volutions  which  took  place  in  the 
Government  were  the  mere  tricks 
of  certain  fa&ions,  in  which  the 
nation  at  large  took  but  a  very 
trifling  intereft.  Scarcely  did 
Swifferland  think  herfelf  indepen¬ 
dent  when  fhe  was  defirous  of  re¬ 
turning  to  her  ancient  inftitptions, 
rendered  dill  dearer  to  her  by  her 
late  misfortunes,  and  the  arbitrary 
a£ts  of  the  Government  furnidied 
her  with  the  means  of  doing  fo. 
Almod  the  whole  of  Swifferland, 
with  unexampled  unanimity  and 
moderation,  (hook  off  the  yoke. 
The  Cantons  formed  themfelves  in¬ 
to  Condiment  Bodies;  and  Twelve 
of  the  Thirteen  Cantons  of  Swiffer- 
land  fent  their  reprefentatives  to 
the  Diet  of  Schwitz,  in  order  there 
to  organize  a  central  power  which 
might  be  acceptable  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers. 
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The  ariftocratical  cantons  re¬ 
nounced  their  exclufive  rights : 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  was  left  at  li¬ 
berty  to  form  its  own  conflitu- 
tion,  as  well  as  Thurgovia,  and 
the  other  new  cantons. 

The  Government  having  taken 
refuge  at  Laufanne,  was  by  no 
means  fecure  there,  notwithftand- 
ing  its  regular  troops  -  perhaps 
even  at  the  prefent  moment  it  no 
longer  exifts. 

Who  would  not  have  thought 
that,  according  to  the  ftipulation 
of  the  Treaty  of  Luneville,  which 
grants  independence  to  Swifterland, 
and  the  right  of  choofing  its  own 
Government,  every  thing  was  fet- 
tleda  and  that  this  nation  might 
fee  its  former  happinefs  and  tran¬ 
quillity  revive? 

Who  could  have  thought  that  the 
Firft  Conful  would  haveiffued  fuch 
a  decree  as  that  of  the  8thVender- 
miaire  (29th  September)  ? 

Is  an  independent  nation  to  be 
thus  treated  ?  Should  Bonaparte 
per fih  in  his  determination,  and  the 
other  Powers  fhould  not  interpofe  in 
our  favour,  it  only  remains  for  us 
either  to  bury  ourfelves  in  the  ruins 
of  our  houfes,  although  without  hope 
of  refinance,  exhaufted  as  we  are  by 
the  ColoiTus  who  is  about  to  over¬ 
whelm  us,  or  todebafe  ourfelves  in 
the  eyes  of  the  whole  univerfe! 

Will  the  Government  of  this 
generous  nation,  which  has  at  ail 
times  afforded  fo  many  proofs  of 
the  interett  it  takes  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Swifs,  do  nothing  for  us 
under  circumftances  which  are  to 
decide,  whether  we  are  kill  to  be 
ranked  amon gftfree  people  f 

We  have  only  men  left  us  : — the 
revolution,  and  fpoliations  without 
end,  have  exhaufted  our  means  .*  we 
are  without  arms,  without  ammu¬ 


nition,  without  ftores,  and  without 
money,  to  purchafe  them. 

No.  XVII. 

NOTE  VERBALE. 

LORD  Hawkefbury  has  re* 
ceived  his  Majefty ’s  commands 
to  communicate,  through  M. 
Otto,  to  the  French  Government, 
the  fentiments  of  deep  regret 
which  have  been  excited  in  his 
Majefty’s  mind,  by  the  addrefs  of 
the  Firil  Conful  to  the  Helvetic 
people,  which  was  publifhed  by 
authority  in  the  Moniteur  of  the 
1  ft  inftant,  and  by  the  reprefenta- 
tions  which  have  been  made  to 
his  Majefty  on  this  fubjedl,  on 
behalf  of  the.  nation  whofe  inter- 
efts  are  fo  immediately  affedled  by 
it.  His  Majefty  moft  fincerely 
laments  the  convulfions  to  which 
the  Swifs  Cantons  have  for  fome 
time  paft  been  expofed  ;  but  he 
cannot  confider  their  late  exer¬ 
tions  in  no  other  light  than  as 
the  lawful  efforts  of  a  brave  and 
generous  people  to  recover  their 
ancient  laws  and  government,  and 
to  procure  the  re-eftablifhment  of  a 
fyftem  which  experience  has  de- 
monftrated,  not  only  to  be  favour¬ 
able  to  the  maintenance  of  their 
domeftic  happinefs,  but  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  conliftent  with  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  and  fecurity  of  other  powers. 

The  Cantons  of  Swifterland  un- 
queftionably  poftefs,  in  the  fame 
degree  as  every  other  independent 
ftate,  the  right  of  regulating  their 
own  internal  concerns j  and  this 
right  has,  moreover,  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  inftance,  been  formally  and 
explicitly  guaranteed  to  the  Swifs 
nation  by  the  French  Government 
in  the  Treaty  of  Luneville,  con- 
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jointly  with  the  other  Powers  who 
were  parties  to  that  engagement. 
His  Majefty  has  no  other  defire 
than  that  the  people  of  Swiflerjand, 
who  now  appear  to  be  To  generally 
united,  fhould  be  left  at  liberty 
to  fettle  their  own  internal  p-overn- 

\  ^  O 

ment  without  the  interpofition  of 
any  foreign  powers;  and  with 
whatever  regret  his  Majefty  may 
have  perufed  the  late  proclamation 
'of  the  French  Government,  he 
is  yet  unwilling  to  believe  that 
they  will  farther  attempt  to  con- 
troul  that  independent  nation  in 
the  exercife  of  their  undoubted 
rights.  His  Majefty  thinks  himfelf 
called  upon,  by  his  regard  for  the 
general  interefts  of  Europe,  and  by 
his  peculiar  folicitude  for  the 
happinefs  and  welfare  of  the  Swifs 
nation,  to  exprefs  thefe  his  fen- 
timents  with  a  franknefs  and  fin- 
cerity  which  he  feels  to  be  due  to 
his  charadfer,  and  to  the  good  un- 
derftanding  which  he  is  defirous  of 
preferving  with  the  Government 
of  France. 

Downing- Street ,  O  Sober  io,  I  802. 

Mo  Otto,  &c«  Sc c.  &c. 

No  XVIII. 

Downing- Street ,  O Sober  I  o,  I  80 2 , 

HIS  Majefty  having  deemed  it 
expedient,  that  a  confidential  per- 
fon  fhould  be  fent  at  the  prefent 
moment  to  Swifierland,  in  confe- 
qucrce  of  the  communication  which 
he  has  received  from  the  Swifs 
Confederacy,  through  their  repre- 
fentative  at  Paris,  I  am  commanded 
to  inform  you,  that  he  has  made 
choice  of  you  for  that  purpofe. 

It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence, 


confidering  the  nature  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  with  which  you  are  entrufted, 
that  you  fhould  lofe  no  time  in  tak¬ 
ing  your  departure  from  hence, 
and  that  you  fnould  make  every 
practicable  exertion  to  arrive  on 
the  frontiers  of  Swifierland  with 
as  little  delay  as  poflible.  You 
will  inform  yourfelf  there  what  is 
tire  aCtual  refidence  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Swifs  Confeder¬ 
ation,  to  which  you  will  imme¬ 
diately  repair.  Having  taken  the 
proper  means  to  obtaift  La  confi¬ 
dential  interview  with  the  perfons 
who  may  be  entrufted  with  the 
principal  direction  of  affairs,  you 
will  communicate  to  them  a  copy 
of  the  note  verbale  which  1  deli¬ 
vered  to  M.  Otto,  and  which  is 
herewith  inclofed  ;  and  you  will 
take  every  opportunity  of  impref- 
fing  upon  their  minds  tfie  deep  in- 
tereft  which  his  Majefty  takes  ia 
the  fuccefs  of  their  exertions* 
You  will  ftate  to  them,  that  his 
Majefty  entertains  hopes,  that  his 
reprefentation  to  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  may  have  the  effedl  of 
inducing  the  Firft  Conful  to  aban¬ 
don  his  intention  of  compelling  the 
Swifs  nation,  by  force,  to  renounce 
that  fyftem  of  government  under 
which  they  had  fo  long  profpered, 
and  to  which  they  appear  to  be 
alsnoft  unanimoufly  anxious  to  re¬ 
turn.  In  this  event,  his  Majefty 
will  feel  himfelf  bound  to  abfta  in 
from  all  interference  on  his  part; 
it  being  his  earned  defire  that  the 
Swifs  nation  fhould  be  left  at  liberty 
to  regulate’ their  own  internal  con¬ 
cerns,  without  the  interpofition  of 
any  foreign  power.  If,  however, 
contrary  to  his  Majefty’s  expecta¬ 
tions,  the  h  rench  Government 
fhould  perfift  in  the  fyftem  of  coer¬ 
cion  announced  in  the  procla- 
'  mation 
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roation  of  the  Firft  Conful,  inferted 
in  the  Moniteur  of  the  ift  infiant, 
you  will,  in  that  cafe,  inform  your- 
fe If,  by  every  means  in  your  power, 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  people  at 
large  of  the  Swifs  Confederacy,  and 
particularly"  ©f  thofe  who  have  the 
direction  of  their  affairs,  and  of 
thofe  who  poffefs  the  greateft  (hare 
of  influence  amongft  them,  to  per., 
fevere  in  the  defence  of  their  rights, 
and  in  the  maintenance  of  the  fyf- 
tem  they  have  adopted.  You  will 
likewife  enquire  into  the  means  of 
defence  of  which  they  may  be  pof- 
feffed,  and  of  the  probability  of 
their  being  exerted  with  fuccefs. 
You  will  on  no  account  encourage 
them  to  perfevere  in  active  meafures 
of  refinance,  which  they  are  not 
themfelves  defirous  to  adopt,  or 
which  they  may  believe  are  un¬ 
likely  to  be  ultimately  effectual. 
If,  however,  you  (hould  find  that 
the  people  of  the  Swifs  Confederacy 
are  generally  determined  to  perfe¬ 
vere  in  the  maintenance  of  their 
independence,  and  of  their  right  to 
return  to  their  ancient  fyftem  of 
government;  and  it  you  fhould  be 
of  opinion,  that  from  the  union  that 
fubfift  s  amongft  the  people,  and  from 
their  zeal  and  enthufiafm  in  the 
caufe  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
they  are  finally  refolved,  at  all  ha¬ 
zards,  to  refift  the  threatened  at¬ 
tempt  of  the  French  Government  to 
interpofe,  by  force  of  arms,  in  the 
fettlement  of  their  internal  con- 
terns,  you  will  then  immediately 
communicate,  in  confidence,  to  the 
Swifs  Government,  that  either  in 
the  event  of  a  French  army  having 
entered  the  country,  or  in  the  event 
of  your  having  reafon  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  a  French  army  is  ac¬ 
tually  advancing  for  that  purpofe, 
his  Majefty  has  authorized  you  to 


accede  to  their  application  for  pecu¬ 
niary  fuccours. 

1  have  furnifhed  you  with  a  cy¬ 
pher  and  decypher,  that  you  may 
have  it  in  your  power  to  correfpond 
with  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  at  Vi¬ 
enna  and  Munich,  if  you  fhould 
th  ink  it  advifeable ;  and  as  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  the  armies  of 
the  Swifs  Confederacy  may  be  in¬ 
adequately  fupplied  with  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  or  provifions,  and  may 
be  defirous  of  procuring  flip  plies 
thereof  from  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries,  you  will  ufe  your  utmoft  en¬ 
deavours  to  give  them  every  facility 
for  this  purpofe.  You  will  be  very 
particular  in  informing  me  of  the 
numbers  and  fltuation  of  any  Auf- 
trian  corps  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Switzerland,  and  of  the  probability 
of  their  advancing,  in  any  event, 
into  the  Swifs  territory. 

As  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
his  Majefty’s  Government  fhould 
be  regularly  informed  of  the  events 
which  may  be  paffing  in  Switzer, 
land,  and  of  the  difpofitions  that 
may  prevail  there,  you  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  afcerrain  the  moft  fa fe  and 
expeditious  mode  of  conveying  your 
letters,  which  will  avoid  their  pafib 
ing  through  any  part  of  the  French 
republic. 

As  it  is  pofflble,  that  previous  to 
your  arrival  in  Switzerland,  the 
prefent  ftate  ofaffairs  may  have  un¬ 
dergone  a  decided  alteration,  either 
in  confequence  of  the  fubmiflion  of 
the  Swifs  cantons,  or  of  any  com- 
promife  having  taken  place  as  to 
their  internal  concerns,  it  will  be 
proper  that,  in  that  cafe,  you  fhould 
take  up  your  reftdence  in  fuch  a 
iituation  as  you  may  think  moft 
convenient  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Swifferland,  of  which  you  will 
give  me  the  earlieft  intelligence, 
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and  there  wait  for  his  Majefty’s 
farther  orders. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard. 
Sir, 

Your  rnoft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
£  r  (Signed)  Hawkesbury. 
ancis  Moore,  Efq. 

No.  XIX. 

/  * 

Conjlance ,  O Sinker  31,  1  So 2. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform 
your  Lordfhip  that  I  arrived  here 
on  the  27th  inftarit,  and  that,  hav¬ 
ing  received  this  evening  authentic 
information  of  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
diet  of  Switzerland,  affembled  at 
Schwitz,  to  the  French  arms,  I  lofe 
no  time  in  difpatching  the  meffenger 
Shaw  with  this  intelligence;  from 
which  your  Lordfhip  will  perceive 
that  it  only  remains  for  me  to  obey 
that  part  of  my  inftruftions  by  which 
I  am  diredled,  under  fuch  circu  al¬ 
liances,  to  take  up  my  refidence  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Switzerland, 
and  there  to  await  his  Majefty's 
further  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 
(Signed)  Fra. Moore. 
The  Right  Honourable] 

Lord  Hawkefbury„  See . 
fee.  Sec. 

No.  XX. 

Downing- Street^  November  23, 
1  802. 

Sir, 

1  HAVE  duly  received  your  fe¬ 
deral  letters  by  the  meffenger  Shaw. 
As  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  Swif- 
ferland  your  continuance  in  the 
vicinity  ot  that  country  appears  to 
be  no  longer  neceffary,  you  are  at 
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liberty  to  return  to  England  as  foon 
as  it  may  fuit  your  convenience. 

I  am,  Sec. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 
Francis  Moore,  Efq. 

No,  XXL 

ExtraSi  of  a  Difpatch  from  Mr. 

Lifton  to  Lord  Mawkejbury ,  dated 

Haguey  1  yth  O Bober ,  1802. 

A  FEW  hours  after  I  had  fent 
off  my  laff  difpatch  to  your  Lord- 
fhip,  (oh  Saturday,  the  9th  of  this 
month,)  the  French  ambaffador, 
M.  de  Semonville,  waited  upon  the 
Prefident  of  the  Government  of 
State,  and  informed  him  that  he 
had  juft  received,  by  a  courier 
from  Paris,  orders  to  inform  the 
government  of  this  country, 

“  Que  le  Premier  Conful  avoit 
appris,  avec  autant  de  furprife  que 
d’indignation,  que  des  perfonnes 
avides  de  revolutions  vouloient  de 
nouveau  troubler  le  repos  dans  la 
Eatavie,  en  abufant  meme  pour  cet 
effet  de  noms  refpe&ables ;  et  que 
le  Premier  Conful,  corame  allie  de 
la  republique,  invitoit  le.gouvern- 
ment  a  prendre  toutes  les  inefures 
neceffaires  pour  main  ten  ir  Pordre 
des  chofes  etabli  par  la  conftitu- 
tion.” 

Thefe  were  nearly  the  words 
read  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  from  a  note  in  his  own  hand 
writing,  dictated  to  him  by  M.  de 
Semonville,  with  a  view  to  its  pub¬ 
lication,  (and  a  tranflation  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  inferted  in  the  Dutch 
official  Paper  of  the  Hague  on  the 
1  ith  ;)  but  they  fall  very  far  jftiort 
of  the  language  employed  by  the 
French  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs 
in  his  difpatches  to  the  Ambaffador, 
and  in  the  communication  made  by 
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him  to  the  Dutch  Charge  d’ Affaires 
at  Paris,  ( who  alfo  fent  a  meffenger 
to  the  Hague  upon  this  occafion.) 
In  thefe  M.  de  Talleyrand  entered 
into  confiderable  detail  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  plots  fuppofed  to  be 
formed  in  this  country  againfl  the 
adminifi: ration, mentioned  the  names 
of  the  chiefs,  and  ended  by  making 
an  offer,  on  the  part  of  the  Firft 
Conful,  to  come  to  the  affi fiance  of 
the  government  ((hould  circum- 
ftances  render  it  neceffary)  with 
all  his  forces. 

1 

No.  XXII. 

Hague,  Qftober  29,  1 8  0  2 . 

My  Lord, 

THE  recent  attack  made  by  Bo¬ 
naparte  upon  the  liberties  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Swifs  cantons,  has 
naturally  made  a  flrong  impreflion 
on  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  ; 
and  the  public  anxiety  has  been 
jnuch  augmented  by  certain  fymp. 
toms  in  the  conduct  of  the  Confular 
Government, which  feem  to  indicate 
an  intention  not  to  withdraw  the 
French  troops,  which  have  been 
kept  in  the  Batavian  republic  for 
feme  time  pad  under  the  title  of 
auxiliaries ,  and  paid  and  maintained 
at  the  expence  of  the  Dutch  nation. 

Thefe  troops  (amounting  to  be¬ 
tween  ten  and  eleven  thoufand  men) 
were  to  remain  here  till  the  conclu- 
lion  of  the  dedrtitive  treaty  with 
Great  Britain.  It  was  afterwards 
formally  promifed,  on  the  part  of 
France,  that  they  fhould  evacuate 
the  territories  of  the  republic  at  the 
lateft,  on  the  expiration  of  the  lafl 
French  year,  (the  23d  of  Septem¬ 
ber). — They  accordingly  began 
their  march  to  the  fouthward  a 
few  days  before  that  period ;  and’ 


the  government  and  the  people  re¬ 
joiced  at  the  profpeH  of  being 
finally  relieved  from  a  load  which 
has  become  extremely  irkfome  to 
them.  But,  on  pretence  that  a 
great  proportion  of  the  corps  were 
to  be  embarked  at  Flufhing  for 
Louifiana,  and  that  there  was  a 
want  of  (hipping  for  their  ac¬ 
commodation,  they  took  up  their 
quarters  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
country  (at  Bois-le-Duc,  Breda, 
and  Bergen-op-Zoom),  where  they 
dill  remain  ;  and  demands  have 
continued  to  be  made  for  their  pay 
and  maintenance. 

Flopes  were,  however,  entertain¬ 
ed  from  day  to  day,  that  their 
departure  would  take  place  ;  when, 
to  the  adonilhment  of  the  Batavian 
Government,  official  Notice  was 
(lad  week,)  tranfmitted  from  France 
to  the  Department  of  War  at  the 
Hague,  (which  has  been  charged 
with  the  fupport  of  thefe  corps), 
that  the  Fird  Copiul  has  been 
pleafed  to  appoint  a  new  Commander 
in  Chief,  (General  Montrichard), 
and  a  new  daff,  for  the  auxiliary 
troops  in  this  country;  and  the 
Notice  wasgnen  that  Government 
might  provide  for  the  pay  of  the 
officers  in  quedion. 

The  adminid ration  appear  re- 
folved  to  oppofe  all  the  relidance 
in  theif  power  to  this  unexpefted 
and  oppreffive  extortion.  An 
exprefs  has  been  fent  off  to  the 
Dutch  Ambaffador  at  Paris,  charg- 
mg  him  to  claim,  in  the  mod  ur¬ 
gent  terms,  the  accomplifhment 
of  the  treaties  fubliding  between 
the  Two  Republics,  and  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  the  repeated  and  recent 
promifes  made  by  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  upon  this  fubjeft.  And 
in  cafe  of  the  failure  of  this  appli¬ 
cation,  they  talk  of  add  reding 
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thcmfelves  to  the  principal  powers 
of  Europe  who  had  any  (hare  or 
influence  iri  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  to  entreat  their  intervention 
and  good  offices,  with  a  view  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  the  Republic.  t 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Robert  Liston.. 

,  '  - 

Right  Honourable  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  &c.  &c. 

&c. 

No.  XXIII. 

Extra  St  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord 
Hawkefbury ,  to  Lord  Whitworth, 
dated  November  30 th,  1802. 

HIS  Majefly's  Government  have 
•learnt  with  fome  furprife  from 
the  communications  from  General 
Stuart,  that  that  officer  had  fignified 
to  Colonel  Sebaftiani  his  inability 
to  evacuate  Egypt,  until  he  fhould 
receive  fpecific  orders  lor  that  pur- 
pofe.  It  is  certainly  true  that  no 
warrant  has  been  tranfmitted  to 
General  Stuart,  or  to  his  Predecef- 
for  the  Earl  of  Cavan,  for  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  Egypt;  neither  was  it 
confidered  to  be  neceffary,  in  as 
much  as  his  Majefty’s  Government 
had  already  expreffed  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  General  Stuart,  in  his  in- 
ftructions,  that,  except  in  a  cafe 
of  abfolute  neceffity,  the  King's 
troops  fhould  remain  in  Egypt  no 
longer  than  the  month  of  July  laft. 
In  all  the  inflances  of  places  which 
had  been  conquered  by  the  King's 
forces,  and  of  which  poffeffion  had 
been  taken  in  his  Majefly’s  Name, 
it  has  been  ufual  when  they  have 
been  rellored  to  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic,  or  its  allies,  that  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  fhould  be  furnifh- 


* 

ed  with  a  regular  warrant  under 
the  King's  Sign  Manual,  authorif- 
ing;  him  to  make  fuch  redo  ration. 
But  the  cafe  of  Egypt  is  different, 
as  that  country  had  never  been 
taken  poffeffion  of  in  his  Majefly’s 
name,  as  it  had  been  actually  re- 
flored  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and 
as  certain  flations  in  it  were  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  occupied  merely  as 
military  pods,  until  the  means  of 
removing  the  troops  fhould  be 
provided. 

It  is  probable,  that  in  the  prefent 
inflance,  General  Stuart  may  have 
been  milled  by  a  doubt  as  to  the 
extent  of  his  own  power,  and  by 
the  opinion  that  he  required  a 
warrant  to  evacuate  Egypt,  fimilar 
to  that  which  had  been  granted  to 
officers  who  fuperintended  the  re- 
ftitution  of  conquefls  of  which 
poffeffion  had  been  taken  in  his 
Majefty's  name.  In  order,  how¬ 
ever,  to  obviate  any  farther  dif¬ 
ficulties,  inflrudfions  have  now  been 
Pent  to  General  Stuart,  directing  him, 
to  remove  the  King’s  Troops  from 
Egypt  with  as  little  delay  as  poffi- 
ble,  and  information  has  been  given, 
to  thiseffedf  to  General  Andreofly. 

»  !  .  ..  -  M 

No.  XXIV. 

Ext  raft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  St. 

Helens  to  Lord  Hawkejbury ,  dated 

Peterjburghy  July  20,  1802. 

I  HAVE  Cnee  renewed  my  ap¬ 
plications  to  this  government  on 
the  bufinefs  oi  Malta,  and  have 
fome  reafon  to  hope  that  fome  im- 
preffion  has  been  made  on  the  mind 
of  his  Imperial  Majefly.  The 
French  Minifler  however  has  not 
yet  received  his  inftrudlions and 
till  they  arrive,  it  will  of  courfe 
be  impoffible  for  me  to  take  the 

requifte 
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requifite  fteps  for  bringing  this 
affair  to  any  fatisfaciory,  or  even 
pofitive  iftue. 

No.  X±V. 

ExtraS?  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  St. 
Helens  to  Lord  Haavk sjhu ry ,  dated 
Peterjhurgh,  Augujl  3,  t  802. 

]  MUST  not  omit  to  acquaint 
your  Lordfhip,  that  although  in 
order  to  prevent  any  further  wafts 
of  time,  I  have  thought  it  right 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  definitive 
explanation  of  the  intentions  of 
this  court,  with  relation  to  the 
propofed  guaranty,  I  have  not  yet 
been  enabled  to  demand  it  officially, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  as  the  French 
Minifter  here  is  if  ill  without  in- 
ftru&ions  authorizing  him  to  join 
with  me  in  that  inftance. 

t 

No.  XXVI. 

Extra  Si  of  a  Difpatch  from  the  Hon¬ 
orable  A .  Paget  to  Lord  Haavkef- 
bury ,  dated  V ienna ,  l%th  July, 
1802. 

ON  the  15th  inftant,  M.  de 
Champagny  and  I  met  at  a  Con¬ 
ference  at  the  Vice  Chancellor’s, 
3$>  whom  we  prefented  our  refpec- 
tive  Notes,  copies  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclofe,  marked  A. 
and  B. 

(Inclofure  A .  referred  to  in  He.  2  6.) 

The  underfigned,  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty’s  Envoy  Extraordina¬ 
ry  and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary, 
has  the  honor  to  tranfmit  here¬ 
with  to  the  Vice  Chancellor  of 
Court  and  State,  a  copy  of  the 
i Oth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens.  He  has,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  honor  to  acquaint  his 
Excellency  that  he  has  received 


orders  from  his  Court  to  invite 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King, 
conformable  to  the  13th  paragraph 
of  that  article,  to  give  his  guaran¬ 
tee  to  the  arrangement  flipulated 
therein. 

He  therefore  requefts  the  Vice 
Chancellor  of  Court  and  State,  to 
lay  this  communication  before  his 
Imperial  Majefty. 

The  underfigned  avails  himfelf, 
with  pleafure,  of  this  opportunity 
to  reiterate  to  his  Excellency  the 
expreffion  of  his  mo  ft  diftingifhed 
confideration. 

(Signed)  Arthur  Paget. 
Vienna ,  1  fh  fulyt  1802. 

( Inclofure  B.  referred  to  in  No.  2 6,J 

The  Ambaftador  of  the  French 
Republick,  on  the  invitation  which 
has  been  given  him  by  Mr.  Paget, 
his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Extra¬ 
ordinary,  haftens  in  conjunction 
with  that  Minifter,  to  communicate 
to  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Court 
and  State,  the  10th  Article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  concerning  the 
order  and  Ifland  of  Malta,  the 
ftxth  paragraph  of  which  Article, 
places  the  independency  of  the 
Ifland  of  Malta  under  the  guaran¬ 
tee  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and 
feveral  other  powers  of  Europe. 

In  taking  this  ftep,  the  am. 
baffador,  who  has  not  yet  received 
any  orders  refpedling  it,  aCts  from 
the  knowledge  he  has  of  the  in¬ 
tention  of  his  Government  to  exe¬ 
cute  all  the  ftipulations  of  the 
Treaties  it  has  concluded. 

The  Ambaffador  feizes,  with 
eagernefs,  this  opportunity  to  offer 
to  his  Excellency  the  aifu ranees  of 
his  high  confideration. 

Vienne,  26Meffidor,  year  10. 

(Signed)  Champagny, 
Count  Cobent zel. 


ExtraSl 
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No.  XXVII. 

Ext  raff  cf  a  Dif patch  from  the  Hon¬ 
orable  A.  Paget  to  Lord  Hanvkef- 
bury,  dated  V ienna3  2  id  Alugujl 

1  802. 

I  HAVE  the  honor  herewith 
to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfnip  the 
Emperor's  Aft  of  Guarantee  and 
Acceffion  to  the  loth'  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

( 1 nclofure  referred  to  in  A 0.  2 “j.J 

The  Emperor  and  King  having 
been  invited  by  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  the  Firft  Conful  of 
the  French  Republic,  to  accede  to 
the  ftipulations  contained  in  the 
Tenth  Article  of  the  Treaty  con¬ 
cluded  and  figned  at  Amiens  on  the 
29th  of  March  1802  (4th  Germinal, 
Year  10),  refpefting  the  Order  of 
St.  John  of  Jerufalem  ;  and  alfo 
to  take  under  his  proteftion  and 
guarantee,  conjointly  with  the 
other  Powers  cited  in  the  fixth 
Paragraph  of  the  faid  Article, 
whatever  was  therein  efpecially 
flipulated  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
I  (land  of  Malta  :  And  His  Impe¬ 
rial  and  Royal  Apoftolick  Ma jelly 
having  been  at  the  fame  time  in¬ 
formed  that  the  two  above-men¬ 
tioned  powers  adopted  on  their 
part  the  concert  which  had  been 
entered  into  by  the  Two  Imperial 
Courts,  previous  to  the  exchange 
of  the  Ratifications  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Treaty  of  Amiens,  to 
leave  to  the  Pope  the  feleftion  of  a 
GrandMafler  from  amongft  the  can¬ 
didates  nominated  for  that  purpofe 
by  the  Priories  of  the  Order.  His 
Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King, 
deftrous  on  the  prefent  occafion  of 


exhibiting  a  frefh  proof  of  his  ft  n~ 
cere  friendfhip  for  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  the 
Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic,  has  empowered  and  inftrufted 
his  Grand  Chamberlain  and  Cabi¬ 
net  Min'ifter  Count  Francis  of  CoL 
loredo,  and  his  Vice  Chancellor  of 
Court  and  State  Count  Louis  of 
Cobenzel,  to  proceed  in  his  Name 
to  the  Acceffion  and  Guarantee  of 
the  ftipulations  of  the  Tenth  Arti¬ 
cle  of  the  afore- mentioned  Treaty; 
who,  in  virtue  thereof  declare  that 
his  Majefty  accedes,  by  the  prefent 
Aft,  to  the  ftipulations  contained 
in  this  Article,  with  the  claufe 
herein -before  referred  to,  refpefting 
the  mode  of  the  next  Eleftion  of 
the  Grand  Mafter  of  the  Order ; 
and  his  Majefty  fpeciftcally  guaran¬ 
tees  whatfoever  is  therein  regulated, 
with  regard  to  the  independence  of 
the  I  hands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and 
Comino. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we,  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  his  Imperial, 
Royal  and  Apoftolick  Majefty, 
have  figned  the  prefent  Aft  of  Ac- 
ceilion  and  of  Guarantee ;  have 
thereunto  affixed  the  feal  of  our 
arms,  and  have  exchanged  it  a- 
gainft  the  afts  of  acceptation,  de¬ 
livered  in  the  name  of  his  Majef¬ 
ty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  French 
Republic.  Which  afts  of  Accef¬ 
fion,  of  Guarantee,  and  of  Accep¬ 
tation,  fhall  be  ratified  in  thefpace 
of  four  weeks,  01  fooner,  if  it 
can  be  done. 

Done  at  Vienna,  the  20th  of 
Auguft,  1802. 

(L.S.)  Francis  Count  of 
CoLLOREDO. 

(L.S.)  Lewis  Count  of 
Cobenzel, 

Ext  raff 
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No.  XXVIII. 

Extract  of  a  Di/patch  from  Mr * 
Cafamajor  to  Lord  Ha<wkeJburj , 
dated  Berlin ,  Augufc  2  iy  i  8g2. 

HAVING  opened  the  fubject 
of  your  Lordfhip’s  laid  difpatch, 
relative  to  the  Acccffion  of  this 
Court  to  the  Arrangement  fHpulat- 
ed  in  the  ioth  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  to  Mr.  Bignon,  this 
gentleman  undertook  very  willing¬ 
ly  to  mention  the  fame  to  his  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  has  in  fa<R  already 
performed  hispromife.  In  feveral 
conventions  with  Mr.  Bignon,  in 
which  I  have  occafionally  remark¬ 
ed  that  nothing  had  hitherto  been 
faid  to  me  here  upon  the  fubjefl  of 
Malta,  he  has  confiantly  affe&ed 
the  greateft  indifference,  and  treat- 
ed  it  as  a  bufinefs  of  too  little  im¬ 
portance  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  French  Government. 

*  •  I 

No.  XXIX. 

Extract  of  a  I)  if  patch  from  Mr. 
Cafamajor  to  Lord  lfaixkefburjy 
dated  Berlin ,  Augufi  31,  1802. 

MR.  BIGNON  received  laft 
night  inf  r unions  from  the  French 
Government,  to  invite  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  conjointly  with  me,  to  ac-' 
cede  to  the  Guarantee  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Ifland  of  Malta, 
and  of  the  other  ftipulations  relat¬ 
ing  to  that  Ifland,  which  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  ioth  Article  of  the 
Definitive  Treaty  of  Amiens.  Mr. 

J 

Bignon  fent  to  me  immediately, 
and  we  propofe  to  meet  to-morrow 
for  thepurpofeof  preparing  a  note 
upon  this  fubjeft,  of  which  we  fhall 
each  prefen t  a  copy  to  Count 
Hauewitz. 


No.  XXX. 

Extract  of  a  Difpatch  front  Mr* 
Cafamajor  to  Lord  Ha'wkefbury 9 
dated  Bertiny  October  2,  1802. 

MY  note  upon  the  fubjedl  of 
the  Guarantee  of  Malta  remains 
unanfwered. 

No,  XXXI.  / 

Ext  raft  of  Difpatch  from  Mr.  fad* 
Jon  to  Lord  Haavkejbury ,  dated 
Berlin 3  November  2C,  1802. 

AT  my  firft  interview  with 
Count  Haugwitz,  I  told  him  that 
the  only  fubjeft  in  fufpence  be¬ 
tween  our  Two  Courts,  to  which  I 
need  call  his  immediate  attention, 
was  that  of  the  Guarantee  of  Malta, 
on  which  an  anfwer  is  Bill  due 
from  him.  He  adverted  to  what 
he  had  told  Mr.  Cafamajor  of  the 
King  his  Mafter  having  ordered  a 
report  to  be  made  to  him,  on  the 
Bate  of  the  commanderies  in  Si- 
lefia,  hinting,  that  this  country 
took  a  very  ilight  intereft  in  the 
fate  of  the  ifland;  and  that  he 
was  countenanced  in  withholding 
its  guarantee  by  the  example  of 
Spain.  He  however  added  that  the 
Report  in  queftion  had  been  made 
to  the  King,  and  that  he  only 
waited  his  Majefly’s  Commands 
to  confer  with  me  farther  upon  the 
fubjeft. 

No.  XXXII. 

Extra  ft  of  a  Difpatch  from  Mr.  Gar - 
like  to  Lord  Haavkefnry  y  dated 
Jfeterjhurgh ,  September  17,  1802. 

THE  French  Minifler  has  at 

length 


I 
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length  been  direfted  by  his  Go¬ 
vernment  to  make,  conjointly  with 
his  Majefty’s  minifter  here,  a 
formal  invitation  to  the  Emperor 
of  Ruffia  for  his  Imperial  Majefty’s 
guaranty  of  the  ftipulations  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  which  provide 
for  the  independence  of  the  iflands 
of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Comino,  and 
of  the  other  arrangements  of  That 
article. 

No.  XXXIII. 

'Extract  of  a  Difpatch  from  Sir  John 
Borlafe  Warren  to  Lord  HawkeJ - 
bury  ^  dated  St .  Pete  rjbu  rgh ,  Novem¬ 
ber  I  8,  1802. 

ON  the  third  inltant  I  waited 
upon  the  Chancellor  with  General 
Hedouville,  when  the  note  of  in¬ 
vitation  for  his  Imperial  Majefty’s 
guaranty  of  the  10th  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  was  prefented 
by  each  of  us. 

General  de  Hedouville  entered 
Into  various  reafons  to  induce  the 
Ruffian  Government  to  grant  the 
guaranty;  the  principal  of  which 
was  to  prove,  that  without  the 
guaranty  of  Ruffia,  either  of  the 
two  Powers,  upon  the  firft  dif¬ 
ference  between  them,  would  look 
upon  themfelves  at  liberty  to 
feize  upon  the  ifland,  which  was 
only  important  in  a  military  point 
of  view;  and  the  only  alteration 
he  Ihould  make  in  his  invitation 
was,  that  the  ifland  might  be  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  Neapolitan 
Troops. — He  added  that  the  Aft  of 
Guaranty  would  not  be  confdered 
as  affefting  the  arrangement  of 
any  particular  pqwer  with  the 
order,  or  of  any  alteration  that 
Power  might  wifh  to  make  in  the 
Baillages,  or  that  part  belonging 


PAPERS;  *  241 

No.  XXXI V. 

Extra  SI  of  a  Difpatch  from  Sir  J. 
Warren  to  Lord  Hawkefiury,  dat¬ 
ed  Eeterjbnrgh ,  i\th  November > 
1  802. 

THE  Chancellor  appointed  yeu 
terday  evening  for  delivering  to 
me,  and  to  the  French  Minifler,  the 
anfwer  of  the  Ruffian  Government 
to  his  Majefty’s  invitation  for 
his  Imperial  Majefty’s  acceffion 
to  the  tenth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens. 

(Inclofure  referred  to  in  No *  34 

Conditions  upon  which  his  Imperial 
Majefy  of  all  the  Buffi  as  is  willing 
to  accede  to  the  Stipulations  of  the 
loth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens* 

1.  THE  acknowledgement  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerufalem  over  the  ifland 
of  Malta,  and  its  dependencies ; 
the  acknowledgement  of  theGrand 
Mafter,  and  of  the  civil  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Order,  according  to 
its  ancient  inftitutions,  with  the 
admiffion  into  it  of  native  MaJ- 
tefe.  Upon  this  point,  as  well  as 
upon  every  other  that  may  relate 
to  its  interior  organization,  the 
legal  Government  of  the  Order 
ftiall  have  the  power  to  enaft  and 
preferibe  fuch  regulations  as  it  may 
judge  beft  calculated  to  promote 
the  future  welfare  and  profperity 
of  the  Order. 

2.  The  rights  of  the  Xing  of  the 


to  itfelf,  as  Spain  had  already  done.  Two  Sicilies,  as  Suzerain  of  the 
Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol. III.  New  Series.  *R  Ifland, 


/ 
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Ill  and,  fhall  remain  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  they  were  previous  to 
the  war  which  is  now  terminated 
by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

3.  The  independance  and  neu¬ 
trality  of  the  ifland  of  Malta,  its 
ports  and  dependencies,  (hall  be 
fecured  and  guarantied  by  the  re- 
fpedive  contracting  Powers,  who 
{hall  mutually  engage  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  and  maintain  that  neutrality 
in  all  cafes  of  war;  whether  be¬ 
tween  each  other,  or  between  any 
of  them  and  any  other  power,  not 
excepting  his  Sicilian  Majefty, 
whole  rights  of  Suzerainty  fhall 
not  extend  fo  as  to  enable  him  to 
caufe  a  departure  from  the  neu¬ 
trality  of  the  Ifland,  as  guarantied 
by  the  prefent  Ad. 

4.  Until  the  Order  fhall  be  in  a 
fituation  to  provide,  by  its  own 
refources,  for  the  maintenance  of 
its  independance  and  neutrality, 
as  fecured  by  the  preceding  article, 
as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their 
principal  refidence,  the  different 
forts  fhall  be  occupied  by  his  Si¬ 
cilian  Majefty's  Troops,  who  fhall 
fend  a  fufficient  force  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  ifland  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies,  the  number  of,  which  fhall 
be  agreed  upon  by  his  faid  Majefty 
and  the  two  contracting  Powers, 
'who  fhall  take  upon  themfelves 
conjointly,  the  expence  of  main¬ 
taining  the  whole  of  the  faid 
troops,  fo  long  as  the  defence  of 
the  Ifland  fhall  continue  to  be  in¬ 
truded  to  them,  during  which  pe¬ 
riod  the  faid  troops  fhall  be  under 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Mafter 
and  his  Government. 

5.  The  prefent  additional  ACt 
fhall  be  eonfidered  as  forming 
an  integral  part  of  the  Treaty 
#£  Amiens,  the  fame  as  if  it  had 


been  inferted  therein,  word  for 
word,  and  fhall  be  executed  in 
like  manner. 

6.  Their  Majefties  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Ruftias,  the  Emperor  of 
the  Romans,  the  King  of  Spain, 
the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  fhall  be  in¬ 
vited  to  accede  to  this  Ad  as 
Guarantees. 

(Signed)  Comte  Alexand.re 

DE  WORONZOW. 


No.  XXXV. 


Paris,  January  27,  I  So  3, 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  to  report  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  the  purport  of  a  converfation 
I  had  on  Tuefday  laft  by  appoint¬ 
ment  with  M.  Talleyrand.  He 
had  invited  me  fome  days  ago  for 
this  purpofe.  The  communication 
he  had  to  make  to  me  related  to 
two  points,  both  equally  impor¬ 
tant,  as  he  faid,  to  the  maintenance 
of  good  harmony  between  the  two 
Countries;  with  this  difference 
-  however,  that  the  one  originated 
with  himfelf,  and  was  didated  by 
his  anxiety  to  do  away  every 
thing  which  might  feed  the  mu¬ 
tual  irritation  of  the  two  Coun¬ 
tries  ;  and  the  other  by  the  exprefs 
order  of  the  Firft  Confab  That 
which  came  from  himfelf  related 
to  the  Englifh  newfpapers,  againft 
which  he  pronounced  a  moft  bitter 
Philippic,  affuring  me  that  the  Firft 
Conful  was  extremely  hurt  to  find 
that  his  endeavours  to  conciliate 

had 
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had  hitherto  produced  no  other 
effeX  than  to  increafe  the  abufe  with 
which  the  papers  in  England  con¬ 
tinually  loaded  him".  He  expa¬ 
tiated  much  upon  this  topic,  and 
endeavoured  to  eftablifh  a  fad, 
which  I  allured  him  a  reference  to 
any  one  newfpaper  in  Faris  would 
inftantly  refute,  that  during  four 
months  not  a  word  of  provocation 
had  appeared  in  any  French  journal, 
which  could  juftify  a  retort  from 
thofe  publifhed  in  England.  For 
the  reft  he  advanced  nothing  but 
what  has  been  faid  on  more  than 
one  occafion  to  Mr.  Merry,  and 
reported  by  him  to  your  Lordlhip. 
I  was  however  given  to  underftand, 
that  the  Firft  Conful  was  in  faX 
highly  incenfed,  and  the  more  fo, 
he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  as  it  came 
from  a  country  of  whofe  good 
opinion  he  was  fo  very  ambitious. 

In  my  reply,  I  could  but  go 
over  the  old  ground,  and  endeavour 
to  make  M.  Talleyrand  under¬ 
ftand— firft,  that  whatever  was 
faid  in  the  Englifh  papers  might 
be  confidered  but  as  a  national  re¬ 
taliation  for  what  was  publifhed 
in  the  French  papers— fecondly, 
that  what  was  officially  publifhed 
here  was  by  no  means  fo  in  Eng¬ 
land — and  thirdly,  that  although 
the  Government  poffeffed  controul 
over  the  prefs  in  France,  the 
Englifh  Government  neither  had 
r.or  could  have,  unlefs  they  pur- 
chafed  it  at  the  fame  price,  any 
whatever  in  England.  Upon  this 
he  endeavoured  to  prove  to  me, 
that  there  were  papers  in  England 
attached  to  different  parties,  and 
went  over  their  names  and  fup- 
pofed  connexions  with  great  pre- 
cilion;  ati  that  confequently  his 
Ma  jelly’s  Minifters  might  fo  far 
controul  thofe  at  leaft  which  de¬ 


pended  upon  them,  as  to  prevent 
their  inferting  that  abuxe  which 
muft  be  confideted  as  having  their 
fanXion.  1  endeavoured  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  him  what  the  influence 
was,  which  he  fuppofed  Minifters 
to  poffefs  in  England;  that  it  a- 
mounted  to  nothing  more  than  a 
preference  which  your  Lordlhip  for 
inftance  might  give  to  one  paper 
rather  than  to  another,  by  fending 
to  it  any  articles  of  news  which 
it  might  be  wifhed  to  make  public ; 
but  that  your  Lfordlhip’s  influence 
went  no  further ;  and  that  if  the 
editor  of  fuch  a  paper  conceived  it 
more  for  his  intereft  to  continue 
to  write  after  his  own  fancy  and 
uncontrouled,  than  to  be  the  pub. 
lifher  of  fuch  occaflonal  articles, 
in  that  cafe  all  influence  was  at 
an  end.  I  told  him,  that  if  hw 
had  remarked  any  abufive  article 
in  any  paper  of  fuch  a  defeription, 
it  was  natural  and  fair  to  conclude 
that  it  did  not  depend  upon  Go¬ 
vernment  to  prevent  it.  He  per- 
lifted  in  his  opinion,  that  his 
Majefty’s  Minifters  might  keep 
certain  papers  in  order,  as  I  did 
in  alluring  him,  that  until  the  Firft 
Conful  could  fo  far  mafter  his 
feelings  as  to  be  as  indifferent  to 
the  feurrility  of  the  Englifh  prints, 
as  the  Englifh  Government  was  to 
that  which  daily  appeared  in  the 
French,  this  ftate  of  irritation 
was  irremediable.  I  told  him 
‘however,  that  I  would  report  the 
fubftance  of  this  communication 
to  your  Lordlhip,  although  I  could 
allure  him  that  your  "  Lordlhip 
could  add  nothing  to  the  explana¬ 
tion  which  had  been  given,  and 
in  fuch  detail  by  Mr.  Merry  from 
your  Lordlhip, 

M.  Talleyrand,  with  great  fo- 
lemnity,  required  of  me  to  inform 

*  R  ^  him, 
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him,  and  this  by  the  exprefs  or¬ 
der  of  the  Fir  It  Conful,  what  were 
hi*  Majedy  5s  intentions  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  evacuation  of  Malta. 
He  again  on  this  cccafion  made 
great  profeffions  of  his  lincere  de¬ 
fire  to  fet  afide  every  thing  which 
could  interrupt  the  good  under- 
ihanding  between  the  two  Govern¬ 
ments  ;  adding,  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  that  the  French 
Government  Ihotdd  know  what  it 
was  meant  to  do,  when  that  claufe 
in  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  which 
fiipulates  the  celiion  of  Malta, 
fhould  be  fully  accomplifhed.  He 
laid  that  another  Grand  Mailer 
would  now  very  fo©n  be  defied ; 
that  all  the  powers  of  Europe  in¬ 
vited  fo  to  do,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  ot  Ruffia,  whoie  difficulties 
it  was  ealy  to  remove,  and  with¬ 
out  whom  the  guaranty  would  be 
equally  complete,  were  ready  to 
come  forward  5  and  that  confe- 
quently  the  term  would  very 
soon  arrive,  when  Great  Britain 
could  have  no  pretext  for  keep¬ 
ing  longer  poiTeffion.  X  inform¬ 
ed  him  that  1  would  report  his 
converfation  to  your  Loi'dfhip, 
and  would  have  the  honor  of 
communicating  to  him  your  Lord, 
ffiip’s  anfvver  as  foon  as  I  could 
receive  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WHITWOXTHb 


lative  to  the  enquiry  made  of  yo% 
by  the  French  Go vernm0"**',  on  the 
fubjeft  of  Malta, 


we  no 


difficulty  in  affu 


you3 


that 


his  Majedy  has  entertained  a  molt 
fincere  defire  that  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens  might  be  executed  in  a  fulZ 
and  complete  manner  ;  but  it  has 
not  been  ppffible  for  him  to  eonfider 
the  Treaty  as  having  been  founded 
on  principles  different  from  thole 
which  have  been  invariably  applied 
to  every  other  antecedent  Treaty 
or  Convention,  namely,  that  they 
were  negociated  with  reference  to 
the  afiual  date  of  poffeffion  of  the 
different  parties,  and  of  the  Trea¬ 
ties  or  public  engagements  by 
which  they  were  bound  at  the 
time  of  its  conclufion  ;  and  that 
if  that  date  of  poffeffion,  and  of 
engagements,  was  fo  materially 
altered  by  the  Aft  of  either  of  the 
parties  as  to  affeft  the  nature  of 
the  compaft  itfelf,  the  other  party 
has  a  right,  according  to  the  law 
of  nations,  to  interfere  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  fatisfaflion 
or  compenfation  for  any  effential 
difference  which  fuch  adds  may 
have  fubfequently  made  in  their 
relative  fituation ;  that  if  there 
ever  was  a  cafe  to  which  this 
principle  might  be  applied  with 
peculiar  propriety,  it  was  that  of 
the  late  treaty  of  peace;  for  the 


negociation  was  conduced  on  a 


Right  Honorable  Lord 
Kawkelbury,  &£» 
Jcc.  Sc c. 


No.  XXXVL 

<*■  1 

Downing  Street ,  February  9 , 1 805 , 


My  Lord, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  Excellen¬ 
cy’s  difpatch  of  January  27,  re¬ 


bafis  not  merely  propofed  by  his 
Majedy,  but  fpecially  agreed  t® 
in  an  official  note  by  the  French 
Government,  viz.  that  his  Majedy 
Should  keep  a  compenfation  ou2 
of  his  conqueds  for  the  important 
acquifitions  of  territory  made  by 
France  upon  the  Continent.  This 
is  a  fufficient  proof  that  the  com¬ 
pact  was  underdood  to  have  been 
concluded  with  reference  to  the 
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then  exifting  ftate  of  things ;  for 
the  meafure  of  his  Majefty’s  com- 
penfation  was  to  be  calculated  with 
reference  to  the  acquifitions  of 
France  at  that  time;  and  if  the 
interference  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  in  the  general  affairs  oi  Eu¬ 
rope,  ftnce  that  period;  if  their 
interpofition  with  refped  to  Swit¬ 
zerland  and  Holland,  whofe  inde¬ 
pendence  was  guarantied  by  them., 
at  the  time  of  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty  of  peace ;  if  the  an¬ 
nexations  which  have  been  made  to 
France  in  various  quarters,  but' 
particularly  thofe  in  Italy,  have 
extended  the  territory  and  in- 
creafed  the  power  of  the  French 
Government,  his  Majefty  would 
be  warranted,  confidently  with  the 
fpirit  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  in 
claiming  equivalents  for  thefe  ac¬ 
quifitions,  as  a  counterpoife  to  tire 
augmentation  of  the  power  of 
France.  His  Majefty,  however, 
anxious  to  prevent  all  ground  of 
mifunderftanding,  and  defirous  of 
confolidating  the  general  peace  of 
Europe,  as  far  as  might  be  in  his 
power,  was  willing  to  have  waved 
the  pretenfions  he  might  have  a 
right  to  advance  of  this  nature  ; 
and  as  the  other  articles  of  the 
definitive  treaty  have  been  in  a 
courfe  of  execution  on  his  part, 
fo  he  would  have  been  ready  to 
have  carried  into  effed  the  true 
intent  and  fpirit  of  the  ioth  article, 
the  execution  of  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  terms,  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  impradicable  by  circum- 
ftances  which  it  was  not  in  his 
Majefty’s  power  to  controul.  A 
communication  to  your  Lordftiip 
would  accordingly  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  conformably  to  this  difpo- 
fttion, ,  if  the  attention  of  his 
Majefty’s  Government  had  not  been 


attraded  by  the  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  publication  of  the  report  of 
Colonel  Scbaftiani  to  the  Firfl 
Conful.  It  is  impoftible  for  his 
Majefty  to  view  this  report  in 
any  other  light  than  as  an  official 
publication;  for  without  referring 
particularly  to  explanations  which 
have  been  repeatedly  given  upon 
the  fubjed  of  publications  in  the 
Moniteur,  the  article  in  queftion, 
as  it  purports  to  be  the  report  to 
the  Firft  Conful  of  an  accredited 
agent,  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
ftgned  by  Colonel  Sebaftiani  him- 
felf,  aftd  as  it  is  publifhed  in  the 
official  paper,  with  an  official  title 
affixed  to  it,  mu  ft  be  conftdered  as 
authorized  by  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment.  This  report  contains  the 
mo  ft  unjufti  liable  ihftnuations  and 
charges  againft  the  officer  who 

o  o 

commanded  his  Forces  in  Egypt, 
and  againll  the  Britifh  Army  in 
that  quarter,  infinuations  and 
charges  wholly  deftitute  of  foun¬ 
dation,  and  fuch  as  would  warrant 
his  Majefty  in  demanding  that 
fatisfadion,  which,  on  occafions 
of  this  nature,  independent  powers 
in  a  ftate  of  amity  have  a  right 
to  exped  from  each  other.  It 
difclofes,  moreover,  views  in  the 
higheft  degree  injurious  to  the 
interefts  of  his  Majefty’s  do¬ 
minions,  and  diredly  repugnant  to, 
and  utterly  inconfifterit  with,  the 
fpirit  and  letter  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  concluded  between  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  French  Government; 
and  his  Majefty  would  feel  that 
he  was  wanting  in  a  proper  re¬ 
gard  to  the  honor  of  his  Crown, 
and  to  the  interefts  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  if  he  could  fee  with  in¬ 
difference  fuch  a  fyftem  developed 
and  avowed.  His  Majefty  cannot, 
therefore,  regard  the  condud  of 
*  R  3  tliQ 
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the  French  Government  on  vari¬ 
ous  occafions  flnce  the  conclufion 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  the  in¬ 
sinuations  and  charges  contained 
in  the*  report  of  ColGnel  Sebaftiani, 
and  the  views  which  that  report 
difclofes,  without  feeling  it  necef- 
fary  for  him  diftin&ly  to  declare, 
that  it  will  be  impoffible  for  him 
to  enter  into  any  further  difcuflion 
relative  to  Malta, .unlefs  he  receives 
fatisfadlory  explanation  on  the  fub- 
jeH  of  this  communication. 

Your  Excellency  is  dehred  to 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  fully 
explaining  his  Majedy’s  fenti- 
inents  as  above  dated  to  the  French 
Government. 

I  am,  &c. 

H  A  W  K  ESBURY. 

His  Excellency  Lord 
Whitworth,  K.B, 

See.  See.  Sec. 

No,  XXXVI L 

MxfvaB  of  a  D  if  patch  from  Lord 
Whitworth  to  Lord  Han.vkefiury) 
dated  Paris ,  February  17,  1803. 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  acquaint 
your  Lordfhip,  that  I  faw  M.  de 
Talleyrand  on  Tuefday  lad,  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  into  effect 
your  Lordflrip’s  inftr  nations  of  the 
49th  indant.  I  began  by  telling 
him  that  I  had  nothing  new  to 
communicate^  to  him ;  but  merely 
to  confirm  officially  that  which  I 
had  already  from  myfelf  premifed. 

I  did  not  however  pafs  over  with 
the  lame  indifference,  the  argu¬ 
ments  with  which  your  Lordfhip 
has  furhifhed  me..  1  recapitulated 
them  all ;  the  principle  on  which 
the  "Treaty  ©f  Amiens  was  founded ; 

,  and  the  right  which  naturally  a- 
sofa  from  that  principle,  of  inter- 
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ference  on  our  part  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  fatisfaftion  or  com- 
penfation,  for  any  effential  differ¬ 
ences  which  may  have  arifen  in 
the  relative  fifcuation  of  the  two 
Countries.  I  indanced  the  cafes, 
beginning  with  Italy  and  conclud¬ 
ing  with  Switzerland,  in  which  the 
territory  or  Influence  of  France 
had  been  extended  fubfequent  to 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

I  reprefented  to  him  that  this 
principle  of  compenfation  had  been 
fully  and  formally  admitted  by  the 
French  Government,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  negotiation  at  Amiens.  I 
then  told  him  that  notwithdand- 
ing  the  indifputable  right  which 
his  Majedy  might  have  derived 
of  claiming  feme  counterpoife 
for  fuch  acquifitions,  inftrudiions 
would  have  been  given  me,  by 
which  I  fhould.  have  been  empow¬ 
ered  to  declare  his  Majefty’s  rea- 
dinefs  to  carry  into  effeft  the  full 
intent  of  the  tenth  article  of 
the  treaty,  if  the  attention  of 
his  Majedy’s  Government  had  not 
been  roufed  by  the  official  publi¬ 
cation  of  Colonel  Sebadiani’s  re¬ 
port  to  the  Fird  Conful.  It  was 
ufelefs  to  recapitulate  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  this  very  extraordinary 
report ;  but  I  appealed  to  him 
whether  it  was  not  of  a  nature, 
exclufive  of  the  perfonal  alluflons 
it  contained,  to  excite  the  utniod 
jealoufy  in  the  minds  of  his 
Majedy’s  Miniders,  and  to  de¬ 
mand  ©n. their  part  every  meafure 
of  precaution,  I  concluded  with 
the  didincl  declaration,  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  His  Majedy  to 
enter  into  any  further  difcuflion 
relative  to  Malta,  unlefs  he  re¬ 
ceives  fatisfa&ory  explanations  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  Fird  Conful’s 
views, 
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M.  de  Talleyrand  in  nis  reply, 
did  not  attempt  to  difpute  the  drift 
of  my  argument-  He  admitted, 
with  an  affedted  tone  of  candour, 
that  the  jealoufy  we  felt  on  the 
fcore  of  Egypt,  with  a  view  to  our 
poffeflions  in  India,  was  natural. 
But  he  could  not  admit  that  any 
thing  had  appeared  in  the  conduct 
of  the  French  Government  in  jufti- 
fication  of  the  alarm  we  expreffed. 
After  repeating  what  he  had  faid 
to  me  in  a  former  converfation  on 
the  fubjedl  of  Sebaftiani’s  Million, 
which  he  affer  ted  to  be  ft r idly  commer¬ 
cial ,  he  expatiated  at  great  length  on 
the  fincere  delire  of  the  Firft  Conful 
to  maintain  inviolable  the  peace 
which  had  been  fo  lately  concluded ; 
adding,  that  the  fituafion  of  the 
French  finances  was  fuch,  that 
were  not  this  defire  of  peace  in  the 
Fir  ft  Conful  an  effedt  of  fyftem,  it 
would  be  moft  imperioufly  didated 
to  him  by  the  total  impoftibility  in 
which  this  Country  found  itfelf  of 
carrying  on  that  extenftve  ftate  of 
warfare,  which  even  a  partial  rup¬ 
ture  would  naturally  lead  to*  Fie 
expreffed  great  iurprize,  therefore, 
that  a»y  fufpicion  ftiould  attach, 
when  the  means  of  difturbing  the 
public  tranquillity  were,  as  muft  be 
well  known  in  England,  fo  com¬ 
pletely  wanting ;  and  defired  to 
know  what  was  the  nature  and  de¬ 
gree  of  fatisfadion  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  would  require.  On  this  I 
told  him,  that  I  could  not  pretend 
to  fay  by  what  means  thofe  ap- 
prehenfions,  which  the  condud  of 
this  Government  had  railed  in 
England,  were  to  be  allayed  ;  but 
I  could  allure  him,  that  in  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  them,  we  fhould  be  ani¬ 
mated  folely  by  a  fincere  deft  re  to 
be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  his 
aftertions.,  ftnee  on  that  depended 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  Europe. 


I  took  this  opportunity  of  alluring 
him,  that  although,  according  to 
his  ftatement  of  the  fttuation  of 
France,  we  might  poffefs  in  a 
greater  degree  the  means  of  fup- 
porting  the  expence  of  a  war,  fince 
thofe  meims  arofe  from  fources 
which  even  a  ftate  of  warfare  did 
not  dr)7  up,  yet  fuch  was  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fincere  defire  of  maintaining 
peace,  that  nothing  but  abiolute 
and  unavoidable,.  necefiity  would 
even  induce  him  to  deprive  his 
fubjeds  of  the  bleffmgs  which  they 
begin  to  enjoy. 

No.  XXXVIII. 

Paris ,  February!  21,  1803. 
My  Lord, 

MY  laft  difpatch,  in  which  I  gave 
your  Lordfhip  an  account  of  my 
conference  with  de  Talleyrand, 
was  fcarcely  gone,  when  I  received 
a  note  from  him,  informing  me 
that  the  Firft  Conful  wilhed  to 
converfe  with  me,  and  defired  I 
would  come  to  him  at  the  Thuil- 
leries  at  nine  o’clock.  He  received 
me  in  his  cabinet,  with  tolerable 
cordiality,  and,  after  talking  on 
different  fubjeds  for  a  few  minutes, 
he  defired  me  to  fit  down,  as  he 
himfelf  did  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
table,  and  began.-  He  told  me, 
that  he  felt  it  rieceffary  after  what 
had  paffed  between  me  and  M.  de 
Talleyrand  that  he  fhould,  in  the 
moft;  clear  and  authentic  manner, 
make  known  his  fentiments  to  me 
in  order  to  their  being  communi¬ 
cated  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  he  con¬ 
ceived  this  would  be  more  effedual- 
ly  done  by  himfelf  than  through 
any  medium  whatever.  He  faid, 
that  it  was  a  matte-r  of  infinite 
difappointment  to  •him,  that  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  inftead  of  being 
*  R  4  followed 
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followed  by  conciliation  and  friend- 
fhip,  the  natural  effects  of  peace, 
had  been  productive  only  of  con¬ 
tinual  and  increafing  jealoufy  and 
miftruft  ;  and  that  this  mill; ru ft  was 
now  avowed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
muft  bring  the  point  to  an  iffue. 

He  now  enumerated  the  feveral 
provocations  which  he  pretended 
to  have  received  from  England. 
He  placed  in  the  ftrft  line  our  not 
evacuating  Malta  and  Alexandria 
as  v/e  were  bound  to  do  by  Treaty. 
In  this  he  faid  that  no  confideration 
on  earth  fhould  make  him  acquiefce ; 
and  of  the  two  he  had  rather  fee  us 
in  poffeflion  of  the  Fauxboug  St. 
Antoine  than  Malta.  Fie  then 
adverted  to  the  abufe  thrown  out 
againft  him  in  the  Englifn  public 
prints ;  but  this  he  faid,  he  did 
not  fo  much  regard  as  that  which 
appeared  in  the  French  Papers  pub- 
lifhed  in  London.  This  he  con- 
iidered  as  much  more  mifchievous, 
iince  it  was  meant  to  excite  this 
Country  againft  him  and  his  Go¬ 
vernment.  Fie  complained  of  the 
protection  given  to  Gfcorges  and 
others  of  his  defcription,  who  in- 
Head  of  being  fent  to  Canada,  as 
had  been  repeatedly  promifed,  were 
permitted  to  remain  in  England, 
handfomely  penfioned,  and  con¬ 
stantly  committing  all  forts  of 
crimes  on  the  Coafts  of  France,  as 
well  as  in  the  interior.  In  con¬ 
firmation  of  this,  he  told  me,  that 
two  men  had  within  thefe  few 
days  been  apprehended  in  Nor? 
mandy,  and  were  now  on  their 
way  to  Paris,  who  were  hired 
Aftaftins,  and  employed  by  the 
Bifhop  of  Arras,  by  the  Baron  de 
Kolle,  by  Georges,  and  by  Dutheil, 
as  would  be  fully  proved  in  a  Court 
of  Juftice,  and  made  known  to  the 
World, 


He  acknowledged,  that  the  Ir¬ 
ritation  he  felt  againft  England 
increafed  daily,  becaufe  every  wind 
(I  make  ufe  as  much  as  I  can  of 
his  o\vn  ideas  and  expreffions)  which 
blew  from  England  brought  no- 
thingbut  enmity  and  hatred  againft 
him. 

He  now  went  back  to  Egypt, 
and  told  me,  that  if  he  had  felt  the 
fmalleft  inclination  to  take  poffef- 
fion  of  it  by  force,  he  might  have 
done  it  a  month  ago,  by  fending 
twenty-five  thoufand  men  to  Abou- 

J. 

kir,  wrho  would  have  poffeffed 
themfelves  of  the  whole  Country 
in  defiance  of  the  four  thoufand 
Britifh  in  Alexandria.  That  iu- 
ftead  of  that  Garrifon  being  a 
means  of  protecting  Egypt,  it  was 
only  furniftiing  him  with  a  pretence 
for  invading  it.  This  he  Jhould  ?iot 
do,  r whatever  might  he  his  dejire  to 
ha^ve  it  as  a  Colony,  becaufe  he  did 
not  think  it  worth  the  vijk  of  a  Wary 
in  which  he  might ,  perhaps,  be  con- 
fdered  as  the  Aggrejfor ,  and  by  which 
he  Jhould  lofe  more  than  he  coidd  gain , 
fince  fooner  or  later  Egypt  would  be~ 
long  to  France ,  either  by  the  falling 
to  pieces  of  the  Turkifh  Empire ,  or  by 
fame  Arrangement  with  the  Porte . 

As  a  proof  of  his  defire  to  main¬ 
tain  peace,  he  wifhed  to  know  what 
he  had  to  gain  by  going  to  war 
with  England.  A  defcent  was  the 
only  means  of  offence  he  had,  and 
that  he  was  determined  to  attempt, 
by  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  expedition.  But  how  could  it 
be  fuppofed,  that  after  having 
gained  the  height  on  which  he 
ftood,  he  would  rifk  his  life  and 
reputation  in  fuch  a  hazardous  At¬ 
tempt,  unlefs  forced  to  it  by  neceflL 
ty,  when  the  chances  were  that  he 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  would  go  to  the  bottom  of 
*  the 
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Che  fea.  He  talked  much  on  this 
fubjeft,  but  never  afte&ed  to  di- 
minifh  the  danger.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  there  were  one  hundred 
chances  to  one  againft  him  ;  but 
Hill  he  was  determined  to  attempt 
it,  if  war  ftiould  be  the  confeqitence 
of  the  prefent  difculfion  ;  and  that 
fuch  was  the  difpofition  of  the 
troops  that  army  after  army  would 
be  found  for  the  enterprize. 

He  then  expatiated  much  on  the 
natural  force  of  the  Two  Countries. 
France  with  an  army  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  thoufand  men,  for 
to  this  amount,  it  is,  he  faid,  to  be 
immediately  completed 3  all  ready  for 
the  moll  defperate  enterprises ;  and 
England  with  a  fleet  that  made  her 
miftrefs  of  the  feas,  and  which  he 
did  not  think  he  fhould  be  able  to 
equal  in  lefs  than  ten  years.  Two 
fuch  .countries  by  a  proper  under- 
handing  might  govern  the  world, 
but  by  their  flrifes  might  overturn  , 
it.  He  faid,  that  if  he  had  not 
felt  the  enmity  of  the  Britifli  Go¬ 
vernment  on  every  occaiion  fince 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  there  would 
have  been  nothing  that  he  would 
not  have  done  to  prove  his  defire 
to  conciliate ;  participation  in  in¬ 
demnities  as  well  as  in  influence  on 
the  Continent;  treaties  of  com¬ 
merce,  in  Ihorf,  any  thing  that 
could  have  given  fatisfa&ion,  and 
have  teftified  his  friendftiip.  No¬ 
thing,  however,  had  been  able  to 
conquer  the  hatred  of  the  Britifh 
Government,  and  therefore  it  was 
now  come  to  the  point,  whether  we 
fhould  have  peace  or  war.  To 
preferve  peace,  the  Treaty  of  Ami¬ 
ens  muft  be  fulfilled ;  the  abufe  in 
the  public  prints,  if  not  totally 
fupprefled,  at  leaft  kept  within 
bounds,  and  confined  to  the  Englifli 
papers ;  and  the  protect  ion  fo  openly 


given  to  his  bittereft  enemies,  allucE 
ing  to  Georges  and  perfons  of  that 
description,  muft  be  withdrawn.  If 
war,  it  was  necefiary  only  to  fay 
fo,  and  to  refufe  to  fulfil  the  Treaty, 
He  now  made  the  tour  of  Europe 
to  prove  to  me,  that  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  there  was  no  power  with 
which  we  could  coalefce  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  war  againft 
France;  confequently  it  was  our 
intereft  to  gain  time,  and  if  we 
had  any  point  to  gain,  renew  the 
war  when  circumftances  were  more 
favourable.  He  faid,  it  was  not 
doing  him  jnftice  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  conceived  himfelf  above  the 
opinion  of  his  Country  or  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  He  would  not  rifle  uniting 
Europe  againft  him  by  any  violent 
ad  of  aggreffion  ;  neither  was  he 
fo  powerful  in  France  at  to  perfuade 
the  nation  to  go  to  war  unlefs  on 
good  grounds.  He  faid,  that  he 
had  not  chaftifed  the  Algerines, 
from  his  un  will  in  griefs  to  excite 
the  jealoufy  of  other  powers,  but 
he  hoped  that  England,  Ruffia, 
and  France  would  one  day  feel 
that  it  was  their  intereft  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  fuch  a  neft  of  thieves,  arul 
force  them  to  live  rather  by  culti¬ 
vating  their  land  than  by  plunder. 

In  the  little  I  faid  to  him,  for 
he  gave  me  in  the  courfe  of  two 
hours  but  very  few  opportunities 
of  faying  a  word,  I  confined  my- 
felf  ftri&ly  to  the  tenor  of  your 
Lordlhip’s  inftruftions.  I  urged 
them  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  had 
done  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  and 
dwelt  as  ftrongly  as  I  could  on 
the  fenfation  which  the  publication 
of  Sebaftiani’s  Report  had  created 
in  England,  where  the  views  of 
France  towards  Egypt  muft  always 
command  the  utmoft  vigilance  and 
jealoufy.  He  maintained  that 

what 
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what  ought  to  convince  us  of  his 
defire  of  peace,  was  on  the  one  hand 
the  little  he  had  to  gain  by  renew¬ 
ing  the  war,  and  on  the  other  the 
facility  with  which  he  might  have 
taken  poffeflion  of  Egypt  with  the 
Very  fhips  and  troops  which  were 
now  going  from  the  Mediterranean 
to  St,  Domingo,  and  that  with  the 
approbation  of  all  Europe,  and  more 
particularly  of  the  Turks,  who  had 
repeatedly  invited  him  to  join  with 
them  for  the  purpofe  of  forcing  us 
to  evacuate  their  territory. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  follow  the 
arguments  of  the  Firft  Conful  in 
detail ;  this  would  be  impoiTible, 
from  the  vaft  variety  of  matter, 
which  he  took  oecakon  to  intro¬ 
duce.  His  purpofe  was  evidently 
to  convince  me  that  on  Malta 
muft  depend  peace  or  war,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  imprefs  upon  my 
mind  a  ftrong  idea  of  the  means 
he  po felled  of  annoying  us  at 
home  and  abroad. 

.  With  regard  to  the  miftruft  and 
fealoufy  which  he  faid  conftantly 
prevailed  fince  the  conclufion  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  I  obferved 
that  after  a  war  of  fuck  long  dura¬ 
tion,  fo.  full  of  rancour,  and  car¬ 
ried  on  in  a  manner  of  which  hiftory 
has  no  example,  it  was  but  natural 
that  a  confiderable  degree  of  agi¬ 
tation  fhould  prevail;  but  this,  like 
the  fwell  after  a  fterm,  would 
gradually  fubkde,  if'  not  kept  up 
by  the  policy  of  either  party  ;  that 
I  would  not  pretend  to  pronounce 
which  had  been  the  aggreffor  in 
the  paper  war  of  which  he  com¬ 
plained,  and  which  was  ftill  kept 
up,  though  with  this  difference, 
that  in  England  it  was  independent 
,@f  Government,  and  in  France  its 
very  ad.  and  deed.  To  this  1  added, 


had  fuch  motives  of  miftruft  againft 
France  as  could  not  be  alledged 
againft  us,  and  I  was  going  to  in- 
ftance  the  acceffion  of  territory  and 
influence  gained  by  France  fince 
the  treaty,  when  he  interrupted 
me  by  faying,  I  fuppofe  you  mean 
Piedmont  and  Switzerland;  (S  ce 
font  des  Bagatelles:5’  and  it  muft 
have  been  forefeen  whilft  the  Ne¬ 
gotiation  was  pending ;  “  Vous 
n’avez  pas  le  Droit  d’en  parler  a. 
eette  Heure.”  I  then  alledged  as 
a  caufe  of  miftruft  and  of  jealoufy, 
the  impoffibility  of  obtaining  juf- 
tice  or  any  kind  of  redrefs  for  any 
of  his  Majefty  5s  fubjedts.  He  afked 
me  in  what  refpeft :  and  I  told  him 
that  knee  the  figning  of  the  treaty, 
not  one  Britifh  Claimant  had  been 
fatisfied,  although  every  French¬ 
man  of  that  defeription  had  been 
fo  within  one  month  after  that 
period;  and  that  knee  I  had  been 
here,  and  I  could  fay  as  much  of  my 
my  predeceflors,  not  one  fatisfafto- 
ry  anfwer  had  been  obtained  to  the 
innumerable  reprefen tations  which 
we  had  been  under  the  neceflity  of 
making  in  favour  Britifh  fubjefts 
and  property  detained  in  the  feveral 
ports  of  France  and  elfewhere,  with¬ 
out  even  a  fhadow  of  juftice  :  fuch 
an  order  of  things,  I  faid,  was  not 
made  to  infpire  confidence ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  muft  create  mif¬ 
truft.  This,  he  faid,  muft  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  natural  difficulties 
artending  fuch  fuits,  when  both 
parties  thought  themfelves  right; 
but  he  denied  that  fuch  delays 
could  proceed  from  any  difinciina- 
tion  to  do  what  was  juft  and  right. 
With  regard  to  the  penkons  which 
were  granted  to  French  or  Swift 
individuals,  I  obferved  that  they 
a  reward  for  paft 
the  war,  and  moft 
certainly 
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certainly  not  for  prefent  ones,  and 
ftill  lefs  for fuch  ashe.had  infinuated, 
of  a  nature  repugnant  to  the  feelings 
of  every  individual  in  England, 
and  to  the  univerfally  acknowledg¬ 
ed  loyalty  and  honour  of  the  Brit- 
ifh  Government.  That  as  for  any 
participation  of  indemnites,  or  other 
acceffions  which  his  Majefty  might 
have  obtained,  I  could  take  upon 
myfelf  to  alfure  him  that  his  Majef- 
ty’s  ambition  led  him  rather  to 
preferve  than  to  acquire.  And  that 
with  regard  to  the  moil  propitious 
moment  for  renewing  hoftilities, 
his  Majefly,  whofe  ftncere  defirc  it 
was  to  continue  the  bleffings  of 
peace  to  his  fubjeds,  would  always 
confider  fuch  a  meafure  as  the  great- 
eft  calamity ;  but  that  if  his  Majef¬ 
ty  was  fo  delirous  of  peace,  it  muft 
not  be  imputed  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  allies ;  and  the  lefs  fo,  as 
thofe  means  which  it  might  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  afford  fuch  allies,  for 
perhaps  inadequate  fervices,  would 
all  be  concentrated  in  England,  and 
give  a  proportionate  increafe  of 
energy  to  our  own  exertions. 

At  this  part  of  the  converfation 
he  rofe  from  his  chair,  and  told  me 
that  he  fhould  give  orders  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Andreoffy  to  enter  on  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  this  Bufinefs  with  your 
Lordfhip;  but  he  wifhed  that  1 
fhould  at  the  fame  time  be  made 
acquainted  with  his  motives  and 
convinced  of  his  fncerity  rather 
from  himfelf  than  from  his  Minif- 
ters.  He  then,  after  a  converfa¬ 
tion  of  two  hours,  during  the  great- 
eft  part  of  which  he  talked  inceiTant- 
ly,  converfed  for  a  few  moments  on 
indifferent  fubjeds,  in  apparent 
good  humonr,  and  retired. 

Such  was  nearly,  as  I  can  re¬ 
coiled,  the  purport  of  this  con¬ 
ference* 


#  251 

It  muft  however  be  obferved 
that  he  did  not,  as  M.  Talleyrand 
had  done,  affed  to  attribute  Colo¬ 
nel  Sebaftiani’s  million  to  commercial 
motives  only,  but  as  one  rendered 
neceffary  in  a  military  point  of 
view1,  by  the  infradion  by  us  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8c c. 

Whitworth. 

P.  S.  This  converfation  took 
place  on  Friday  laft,  and  this  morn¬ 
ing  I  faw  M.  de  Talleyrand.  He 
had  been  wdth  the  Firft  Conful  af¬ 
ter  I  left  him,  and  he  allured  me 
that  he  had  been  very  well  fads- 
fied  with  the  franknefs  with  which 
I  had  made  my  obfervations  on 
what  fell  from  him.  I  told  him, 
that  without  entering  into  any  far¬ 
ther  detail,  what  I  had  faid  to  the 
Firft  Conful  amounted  to  an  aftur- 
ance,  of  what  I  trufted  there  could 
be  no  doubt,  of  the  readinefs  of  his 
Majefty ’s  Minifters  to  remove  all 
fubjeds  of  difeuffion,  where  that 
could  be  done  without  violating 
the  laws  of  the  country,  and  to  ful¬ 
fil  ftridly  the  engagements  which 
they  had  con  traded,  in  as  much 
as  that  could  be  reconciled  with 
the  fafety  of  the  ftate.  As  this 
applied  to  Malta  and  Egypt,  he 
gave  me  to  underftand  that  a  pro- 
jed  was  in  contemplation,  by  which 
the  integrity  of  the  Turkifti  Em¬ 
pire  would  be  fo  effedually  fecured, 
as  to  do  away  every  caufe  of  doubt 
or  uneafmefs,  either  with  regard  to 
Egypt  or  any  part  of  the  Turkifh 
dominion's.  He  could  not  then,  he 
Hid,  explain  himfelf  farther.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances  no  one  can 
exped  that  we  flvould  relinquifh 
that  a  durance  which  we  have  in 

hand, 
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hand,  till  fomething  equally  fatif- 
fatftory  is  propofed  and  adopted. 

Whitworth. 

The  right  honorable  Lord 

Hawkelbury,  &c.  &c.  8c. 

No.  XXXIX. 

Downing  Street^  February  1 8 thy  i  S03 . 

t 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Excellency’s  difpatch, 
of  February  21  it,  has  been  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  laid  before  the  King. 

I  have  great  fatisfaflion  in  com- 
municating  to  you  his  Majefty’s 
entire  approbation  of  the  able  and 
judicious  manner  in  which  you  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  executed  the  inftruc- 
tions  which  I  gave  to  you  in  my 
difpatch  of  the  9th  inftant. 

The  account  you  have  given  of 
your  interview  with  the  Firft  Con- 
ful,  is  in  every  refpedt  important. 

Jt  is  unncceffary  for  me  to  re¬ 
mark  on  the  tone  and  temper  in 
which  the  fentiments  of  the  Firft 
Conful  appear  to  have  been  expreff- 
ed,  or  to  offer  any  obfervations  in 
addition  to  thofe  fo  properly  made 
by  your  Excellency  at  the  time 
upon  feverai  of  the  topics  which 
were  brought  forward  by  the  Firft 
Conful  in  the  coutie  of  your  con¬ 
vention;  I  ihall  therefore  content 
myfelf  with  referring  your  Fxcel- 
lency  to  my  difpatch  to  Mr.  Merry 
of  Auguft  28,  1-802,  in  which  the 
fubjeft  of  the  complaints  of  the 
French  Government,  refpedting  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs,  the  Emigrants, 
&c.  are  particularly  difeuffed.  I 
cannot  however  avoid  noticing, 
that  nothing  approaching  to  expla¬ 
nation  or  fatisfa&ion  is  ftated  to 
have  been  thrown  out  by  the  Firft 
Conful,  in  anfwerto  the  juft  repre- 


fentations  and  complaints  of  his 
Majefty,  in  confequence  of  the  un¬ 
warrantable  infinuations  and  charges 
contained  in  Colonel  Sebaftiani’s 
report  againft  his  Majefty *s  Go¬ 
vernment, — -the  officer  commanding 
his  forces  in  Egypt,  and  his  army- 
in  that  quarter :  but  that  on  the 
other  hand,  the  language  of  the 
Firft  Conful  has  tended  to  {Lengthen 
and  confirm  the  fufpicions  which 
that  publication  was  peculiarly  cal¬ 
culated  to  excite. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  you 
fome  farther  inftruiftions  on  the 
language  which  it  may  be  proper 
for  you  to  hold  refpedling  the  charge 
which  has  been  advanced  againft 
his  Majefty ’s  Government,  of  their 
unwillingnefs  to  fulfil  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens.  The  Treaty  of  Ami¬ 
ens  has  been  in  a  courfe  of  execu¬ 
tion,  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  in 
every  article  in  which,  according 
to  the  fpirit  of  that  treaty,  it  has 
been  found  capable  of  execution. 
There  cannot  be  the  leaft  doubt, 
that  Egypt  is  at  this  time  com¬ 
pletely  evacuated.  The  delay 
which  had  arifen  in  the  evacuation 
of  Alexandria,  was  owing  to  acci¬ 
dental  circumftances,  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  which  were  explained  to  you 
in  my  difpatch  of  the  30th  Novem¬ 
ber  laft ;  and  I  had  every  reafon  to 
believe,  from  the  communication 
I  had  with  General  Andreoffy  on 
the  fubjeT,  that  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  were  perfe&ly  fatisfied 
with  the  explanation  which  he  was 
authorized  at  the  time  to  give  them 
refpe&ing  it. 

With  regard  to  that  article  of 
the  treaty  which  relates  to  Malta, 
the  ftipulations  contained  in  it 
(owing  to  circumftances  which  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  his  Majef- 
ty  to  controul),  have  not  been  found 

capable 
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capable  of  execution.  The  refufal 
of  Ruflia  to  accede  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  except  on  condition  that  the 
Maltefe  Langue  fhouid  be  abolifh- 
ed; — the  fiience  of  the  Court  of 
Berlin  with  refpeCI  to  the  invita¬ 
tion  that  has  been  made  to  it,  in 
confequence  of  the  treaty,  to  be¬ 
come  a  guarantying,  power -the 
abolition  of  the  Spanifh  Priories, 
in  defiance  of  the  treaty  to  which 
the  King  of  Spain  was  a  party ; — 
the  declaration  of  the  Portuguefe 
Government  of  their  intention  to 
fequeftrate  the  property  of  the 
Portuguefe  Priory,  as  forming  a 
part  of  the  Spanifh  Langue,  unlefs 
the  property  of  the  Spanifh  Priories 
is  reftored  to  them; — the  non-elec¬ 
tion  of  a  Grand  Mafter: — thefe 
circumftances  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient,  without  any  other  fpecial 
grounds,  to  have  warranted  his 
Majefty  in  fufpending  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  illand,  until  fome  new 
arrangement  could  be  adjufted  for 
it’s  fecurity  and  independence. 
But  when  it  is  confidered  how 
greatly  the  dominion,  power,  and 
influence  of  France  have  of  late 
been  extended,  his  Majefty  muft 
feel,  that  ke  has  an  inconteftible 
right,  conformably  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  on  which  the  treaty  of  peace 
was  negociated  and  concluded,  to 
demand  additional  fecurities  in  any 
new  arrangement  which  it  might 
be  neceffary  to  make  with  a  view 
©f  effecting  the  real  objeCfs  of  that 
treaty.  And  thefe  confiderations, 
fufficient  as  they  might  be  in  thorn - 
felves  to  juftify  the  line  of  conduct 
which  his  Majefty  had  determin¬ 
ed  to  adopt,  have  received  addi¬ 
tional  force  from  the  views  which 
have  been  recently  and  unreferved- 
ly  manifefted  by  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  refpeCiing  the  Turkifh  do¬ 


minions,  and  the  iflands  in  the 
Adriatic  ( and  which  have  been  in 
a  great 

Cmful,  in  his  inter-view  with  your 
Excellency J, — » views  which  are  di¬ 
rectly  repugnant,  not  only  to  th« 
fpirit,  but  to  the  letter  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens.  * 

From  the  poftfeript  in  your  Ex¬ 
cellency's  letter,  it  appears  that  a 
projedt  was  in  contemplation,  by 
which,  according  to  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  the'  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  Turkifh  territory 
would  be  fecured  fo  as  to  do  away 
every  caufe  of  doubt  or  uneafinefs 
either  with  regard  to  Egypt  or  to 
any  other  part  of  the  Turkifh  do¬ 
minions.  His  Majefty  will  con- 
ftder  the  communication  of  fuch  a 
projeCt  as  indicating  a  difpofttion 
on  the  part  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  to  afford  him  explanation 
and  fatisfaCtion  refpeCting  fome  of 
the  points  which  have  been  the 
fubjeCt  of  his  reprefentations.  But 
after  all  that  has  pa  (fed,  his  Majef¬ 
ty  cannot  confent  that  his  troops 
fhouid  evacuate  the  ifland  of  Malta, 
until  fubftantial  fecurity  has  been 
provided  for  thole  objeCts,  which, 
under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
might  be  materially  endangered 
by  their  removal. 

I  am.  Sec, 

Haw  KES  BURT. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth, 
See,  Sc c.  &c. 

No.  XL. 

Paris ,  §th  March ,  1 803* 
My  Lord, 

I  SAW  M.  de  Talleyrand  yef~ 
terday,  and  acquitted  njyfelf  of 

your 


degree  admitted  by  the  Firfl 
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your  Lordfhip’s  inftruclions.  I  re¬ 
capitulated  the  fe.veral  arguments 
therein  contained,  dwelling  parti¬ 
cularly  on  the  open. avowal  of  the 
Firft  Conful Ss  views  in  Egypt;  and 
concluding  with  the  refolution  of 
his  Majefty  not  to  withdraw  his 
troops  from  Malta,  until  home  fe- 
curity  fhould  he  given,  that  by  fo 
doing  his  Majcily  fiiould  not  expoi’e 
the  fafety  of  his  own  dominions. 

He  heard  me  with  great  patience, 
and  in  anfwer  endeavoured,  as  be¬ 
fore,  to  convince  me  that  there  was 
no  reafon  whatever  for  the  appre- 
henftons  which  we  entertained. 
That  it  was  true,  the  acquifttion 
of  Egypt  had  been,  and  perhaps  Hill 
was,  a  favourite  objeH  of  the  Firft: 
Conful,  but  that  it  was  not  fo  much 
fo  as  to  allow  him  to  go  to  war  for 
its  attainment. 

I  then  told  him  that  what  had 
in  a  particular  manner  excited  the 
attention  of  ypur  Lordfhip,  in  my 
laft  report,  was  the  a  fill  ranee  he  had 
given  me  of  fome  projeft  being  in 
contemplation,  whereby  the  integri¬ 
ty  of  the  Turkifii  Empire  would  be 
fo  infured,  in  all  its  parts,  as  to  re¬ 
move  every  doubt  or  apprehenfion. 
I  begged  him,  therefore,  to  explain 
himfelf  on  this  fubjedt,  which  I 
conceived  to  be  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  ;  fince  it  was  only  by  fucll 
means  that  both  parties  could  be 
fatisfied.  Ke  then  gave  me  to  un¬ 
derhand,  that  what  he  had  termed 
a  project  was  nothing  more  than 
•what  had  been  exprefied  in  the  Firft 
Conful’s  mefiage  to  the  legifiative 
body,  when  he  fays,  that  there  is  a 
French  ambafiador  at  Conftantino- 
ple,  who  is  charged  to  give  every 
a  durance  of  the  difpofition  ot  France 
to  ftrengthen,  infiead  of  to  weaken, 
that  Government.  1  exprefied  a 
doubt  whether  this,  or  any  other 


parole  fecurity,  would  be  confide? 
ed  as  fufficient  in  fuch  a  tranfaftiorr 
Hereupon  he  repeated  the  queftion 
— what  then  is  the  fecurity  which 
you  require,  and  which  the  Firft 
Conful  can  give  ?  This,  I  told  him, 
mull  be  the  fubjeft  of  the  Nego¬ 
tiation  on  which  we  were  willing: 

'O 

to  enter;  and  I  trufted  that  the 
French  Government  would  brino- 

•  a  -  £3 

into  it  the  fame  temper,  and  the 

fame  real  defire  to  conciliate,  which 
was  manifefted  by  his  Majefty ’s 
minifiers. 

M.  de  Talleyrand  now  informed 
me,  that  the  Firft  Conful  had  five 
or  fix  days  ago,  ordered  inftrudions 
to  be  fent  to  General  Andreoffy, 
by  which  he  was  to  require  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  categorical  anfwer  to 
the  plain  queftion — whether  his 

Majefty  would,  or  would  not,  caufe 
Malta,  to  be  evacuated  by  the 

Britifh  troops  ?  that  he  concluded 
this  communication  was  already 
made,  and  that  he  expected  to  learn 
the  refuit  of  it  in  a  very  few  days; 
adding,  that  all  the  Firft  Conful 
wanted  was  to  know  precifely  on 
what  he  had  to  depend. 

I  could  not  help  lamenting  this 
precipitate  meafure,  fince  it  could 
anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  and  would 
only  tend  to  introduce  into  the  dif- 
cuflion  ill-humour  and  offended  dig¬ 
nity,  in  the  place  of  difpafilonate 
reafonin'g.  1  begged  him,  how« 
ever,  to  be  prepared,  and  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  Firft  Conful,  to  meet  with 
more  oppofition  to  his  will  than  he 
had  been  accuftomed  to  o;i  ftmilar 
oepafions. 

I  told  him,  that  his  Majefty  was 
willing  to  difeufs  the  point  in  dis¬ 
pute  with  fairnefs  and  candour,  but 
certainly  never  would  be  intimi¬ 
dated  into  acquiefcence;  and  I  re¬ 
peatedly  urged,  that  if  he  wifhed 


STATE  PAPERS. 


well  to  the  peace  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  he  Ihould  prepare  the  Firft 
Conful  for  the  confequences  which 
might  naturally  be  expe&ed  from 
this  hep,  and  thus  prevent  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  any  fudden  gull  of  ill- 
humour.  He  was  unwilling  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  there  could  be  any  chance 
of  fatisfying  the  Firft  Conful  Ihort 
of  a  compliance  with  his  withes, 
founded  as  he  pretended  on  good- 
faith.  , 

Our  converfation  ended  here,  and 
I  wait  the  refill t  of  General  An- 
dreoffy’s  communication  with  the 
utmoft  impatience. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 
(Signed)  Whitworth, 

i 

?.  S.  In  the  interval  between 
the  writing  and  the  tranferibing 
the  above  difpatch,  I  have  taken 
another  opportunity  of  feeing  M. 
de  Talleyrand,  and  I  am  glad  to 
find,  that  (for  what  purpofe  i  know 
not),  he  had  reprefented  the  inf  ruc¬ 
tions  to  General  Andreolfy  as  much 
more  abfolute  and  ofFenfve  than 
they  really  are.  I  found  him  to¬ 
day  entirely  difpofed  to  give  me 
another  opinion,  and  to  convince 
me  that  the  Firft  Conful,  far  from 
wifhing  to  carry  matters  to  ex¬ 
tremity,  was  deftrous  to  difeufs 
fairly  and  without  paffion,  a  point, 
which  he  admitted  was  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  both  countries.  He  re¬ 
peatedly  allured  me,  that  much  as 
the  Firft  Conful  might  have  the 
acquiiition  of  Egypt  at  heart,  he 
would  facrifce  his  own  feelings  to 
the  prefervation  of  peace ;  and 
henceforth  feek  to  augment  his 
glory,  by  improving  and  confolidat- 
ing  the  internal  foliation  of  the 


a  z  Z 

country,  rather  fckan  by  adding  t« 
its  pofteftions. 

(Signed)  W. 

Right  honorable  Lord  Hawkefbary^ 
&e.  &c.  See, 

No.  XLI. 

Note  from  General  AndrioJJy  to  Lori 
Ha'wkejbnry ,  dated  March  io, 
1803. 

THE  underf gned  ambafiador 
and  minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the1 
French  Republic  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  had  received  from  the 
Firft  Conful,  exprefs  orders  to  re¬ 
quire  from  the  Britifh  Government 
fom4  explanations  refpefting  the 
protrafted  occupation  of  the  iftand 
of  Malta  by  the  Englifh  troops. 
He  had  hoped  that  verbal  commu¬ 
nications  would  have  been  fuffieient 
to  have  produced  fatisfaclory  ex- 
pofttions,  by  preparing  the  way  for 
the  mutual  conciliation  of  minds 
and  interefts,  a  conduct  which  has 
been  preferibed  to  him  by  his  ardent 
zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  harmo¬ 
ny  between  the  two  Countries,  and 
of  the  peace  of  Europe,  objeHs  of 
the  folicitude  of  the  Freneh  Go¬ 
vernment  :  but  the  underfigned 
thinks  he  can  no  longer  delay  com¬ 
plying  with  the  inftrudions  he  had 
received,  and  he  has  therefore  the 
honour  of  addrefling  the  following 
obfervations  to  Jiis  Excellency  Lord 
Hawkeftmry,  which  recal  to  recol- 
ledion  the  fpirit  and  the  leading 
features  of  the  verbal  communica¬ 
tions  which  he  has  previoufty  made 
to  him. 

By  the  conditions  of  the  fourth 
paragraph  of  the  10th  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  the  Englifli 
troops  were  to  evacuate  the  iftand 

of 
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®f  Malta  and  its  dependencies  three 
months  after  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications. 

Ten  months  have  elapfed  fince 
the  ratifications  have  been  exchange 
ed,  and  the  Englifh  troops  are  frill 
at  Malta. 

The  French  troops  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  who  were  to  evacuate  the 
Neapolitan  and  Papal  States  have 
not  waited  the  expiration  of  the 
three  months,  which  were  granted 
to  them  to  withdraw,  and  have 
quitted Tarentum,  the  fortifications 
©f  which  they  had  re-eftablifhed, 
and  where  they  had  collected  ioo 
pieces  of  cannon. 

What  can  be  alledged  in  juftifi- 
cation  of  the  delay  in  evacuating 
Malta  ?  has  not  the  tenth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  provided 
for  every  thing?  and  the  Neapoli¬ 
tan  troops  being  arrived,  under 
what  pretext  do  thofe  of  England 
ftill  remain  there  ? 

Is  it  becaufe  all  the  powers  enu¬ 
merated  in  the  6th  paragraph  have 
not  yet  accepted  the  guaranty 
which  is  devolved  upon  them  ?  but 
this  is  not  a  condition  that  relates 
to  the  evacuation  of  the  ifland;  and 
befides,  Auftria  has  already  fentits 
adl  of  guaranty  :  Ruftia  itfelf  has 
made  only  a  {ingle  difficulty  which 
is  done  away  by  the  acceffion  of 
the  Firft  Conful,  to  the  mortifica¬ 
tions  propofed,  unlefs  indeed  Eng¬ 
land  itfelf  throws  obftacles  in  the 
way,  by  refufing  to  accede  to  the 
propofals  of  Ruffia,  which  after  all 
could  not  affedl  the  en^ao-ements  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty, 'who  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  exprefs  conditions  of  the 
treaty,  is  to  evacuate  the  ifland  of 
Malta  within  three  months,  placing 
it,  under  the  guard  of  the  Neapoli¬ 
tans,  who  are  to  garrifon  it,  until 
the  definitive  arrangements  of  the 
order  are  fettled. 
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It  fhould  therefore  feem  impoftL 
ble,  and  it  would  be  without  ex¬ 
ample  in  the  hi  dory  of  Nations, 
were  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  re- 
fufe  to  execute  a  fundamental  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  pacification,  of  the  very 
one,  which,  in  the  drawing  up  of 
the  preliminaries,  was  confidered 
as  the  firft,  and  as  requiring  to  be 
fettled  previoufly  to  every  other 
point. 

Indeed,  the  Firft  Conful  who 
cordially  relies  on  the  intentions  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  cannot 
fuppofe  them  to  be  lefs  open  and 
generous  than  thofe  with  which  he 
is  animated,  has  hitherto  been  un¬ 
willing  to  attribute  the  delay  of  the 
evacuation  of  the  ifland  of  Malta, 
to  any  other  than  to  maritime  cir- 
cumftances. 

*  The,  underfigned  is,  therefore* 
charged  to  require  explanations  on 
this  point,  and  he  is  perfuaded  that 
the  Britifh  Miniftry  will  be  the 
more  anxious  to  furnifin  fuch  as  will 
be  fatisfa&ory,  as  they  muft  be 
fenfible  how  neceffary  they  are  for 
the  maintenance  of  harmony,  and 
how  important  they  are  for  the 
honor  of  the  two  nations. 

The  underfigned  avails  himfelf 
of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Lord 
Hawkefbury  the  affiurances  of  his 
high  confideration. 

(Signed)  F.  Andreosst* 
Portland,  Place ,  io th  March,  1803. 

No.  XLII. 

Paris,  March  12,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

THE  mefifenger  Mafon  arrived 
yefterday  morning  early,  with  your 
Lordfhip's  letter  of  the  7  th,  inform¬ 
ing  me,  that  in  confequence  of  the 
preparations  in  the  Ports  of  France 
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and  Holland,  which,  though  avow¬ 
edly  intended  for  colonial  fervice, 
might,  in  the  event  of  a  rupture, 
be  turned  againft  fome  part  of  the 
Britifh  dominions,  his  Majefty  had 
judged  it  expedient  to  fend  a  meffage 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  recom¬ 
mending  in  terms  void  of  offence, 
the  adoption  of  fuch  meafures  as 
may  be  confident  with  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  of 
his  dominions,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fuch  as  will  manifeft  his  Majefty Ss 
difpofition  for  the  prefer  nation  of 
peace. 

1  beg  leave  to  return  your  Lord- 
fhip  my  thanks  for  having  apprized 
me  of  this  circumftance  by  a  fpecial 
meffenger  ;  I  found,  however,  on 
going  to  M.  de  Talleyrand,  at  two 
-o’clock,  that  he  was  already  in¬ 
formed  of  it.  He  was  juft  fetting 
out  to  communicate  it  to  the  Firft 
Conful, and  appeared  under  consider¬ 
able  agitation.  He  returned  with 
me  to  his  cabinet,  and  though  he 
told  me  he  was  preffed  for  time,  he 
fuffered  me  to  relate  the  circumftance 
without  interruption.'  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  him  fenfible  that 
this  rneafure  was  merely  precau¬ 
tionary,  and  not  in  the  lead  degree 
intended  as  a  menace.  I  concluded 
my  obfervations  by  repeating  that 
it  was  merely  a  rneafure  of  felf 
fecurity,  founded' on  the  armaments 
which  were  carrying  on  in  the  ports 
of  France  and  Holland,  remarking 
at  the  fame  time,  that  had  not  even 
the  armaments  been  as  notorious  as 
they  were,  the  very  circumftance 
of  the  f  irft  Conful's  determination 
to  augment  fo  eonfiderably  his  army 
in  time  of  peace,  would  have  been 
a  full  and  fufficient  motive  for  fuch 
a  rneafure  of  precaution. 

M.  de  Talleyrand  now  informed 
me  that  he  .was  already  acquainted 
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with  thebuftnefs;  that  a  meffenger 
had  that  morning  arrived,  who  had 
brought  him  a  copy  of  the  meffage, 
which  he  communicated  to  me.  I 
could  draw  from  him  no  reply  what¬ 
ever  to  my  obfervations.  He  con¬ 
fin'd  himfelf  ftridtiy  to  the  affurance 
which  he  lias  fo  repeatedly  made, 
that  there  was  no  foundation  what¬ 
ever  for  the  alarm  which  vras  felt 
by  his  Majefty’s  Minifters;  that 
the  Firft  Conful  was  pacific ;  that 
he  had  no  thoughts  whatever  of 
attacking  his  Majefty'5 s  dominions, 
unlefs  forced  to  do  fo  by  a  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities  on  ourpart ; 
that  he  fhould  always  confider  the 
refufal  to  evacuate  Malta  as  fuch  a 
commencement  of  hoftilities;  and  that 
as  we  had  hitherto  hefitated  to  do 
fo,  he  was  juftified  in  adopting  the 
meafures  which  might  eventually 
be  neceffary.  He  difclaimed  every 
idea  of  the  Armaments  fitting  out 
in  the  Dutch  ports  having  any 
other  dedication  than  to  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  concluded  that  for  his 
part,  he  could  not  comprehend  the 
motives  which  had  neceffitated  a 
re  fort  to  fuch  a  rneafure  on  the 
part  of  his  Majefty’s  Government* 
He  then  defired  leave  to  go  to 
the  Firft  Conful,  promifing  that  he 
would  let  me -know  the  refult  when 
we  met  at  dinner  at  the  Prufftan 
Minifter’s.  He  did  not  come  there 
till  near  feven  o’clock,  and  when 
we  rofe  from  dinner,,  he  took  me 
afide,  and  informed  me,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Firft  Conful  had  bee,nt 
highly  irritated  at  the  unjuft  fuf- 
picion  which  his  Majefty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  entertained,  yet  he  would  not 
allow  himfelf  to  be  fo  far  maftered 
by  his  feelings,  as  to  lofe  fight  of 
the  calamities  which  the  prefect 
diicufilon  might  entail  upon  hu¬ 
manity.  He  dwelt  much  on  this 
Series.  *S  topick. 
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topick,  and  explained  the  meafures 
to  which  he  fhould  be  obliged  to 
refort  ;  he  faid  that  if  England 
wifhed  to  difcufs  fairly,  h?  wifhed 
the  fame  ;  that  if  England  prepared 
for  war  he  would  do  the  fame  ;  and 
that  if  England  fhould  finally  deter¬ 
mine  on  hoftilities,  he  trufted  to 
the  fupport  of  the  French  nation  in 
the  caufe  of  honour  and  of  juftice. 
It  was  in  vain  that  I  repeated  that 
England  did  nop  wifh  for  war ;  that 
peace  was  as  necdfary  to  us  as  it 
could  be  to  France;  that  all  we 
defined,  and  all  that  we  were  con¬ 
tending  for,  was  fecurity ;  that 
every  thing  proved  to  us  that  that 
fecurity  was  threatened  by  the  Fir  ft 
ConfuEs  views  on  Egypt ;  and  that 
confequently  our  refufai  to  evacuate 
Malta,  was  become  as  much  a 
ncceffary  meafure  of  precaution,  as 
the  defence  of  any  part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  dominions.  To  this  kind 
of  reafoning  M.  de  Talleyrand  cp- 
pofed  the  moderation  of  the  Firft 
Conful,  his  great  felf-denial,  and 
his  determination  to  facrifice  even 
the  moft  favourite  points  to  his 
fincefre  defire  to  avoid  a  rupture* 

M.  de  Talleyrand  now  told  me, 
that,  in  order  to  facilitate  my  com¬ 
munication  of  the  Firft  ConfuEs 
fentiments,  he  would  communicate 
to  me  a  paper  which  lie  had  that 
morning  dra^wn  up  with  him;  that 
it  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  any 
tiling  abfolutely  official ;  that  it 
was  a  memorandum  to  aftift  me, 
but  fuch  as  I  might,  if  I  chofe, 
tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip.  1  now 

inclofe  it. 

/  % 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  See. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

RCht  honorable  I,or4  Hawk efbnrv, 

■w'  0  “ 

&C«  Ax. 


1.  IF  his  Britannick  Majefty 
in  his  meifage  means  to  fpeak  of 
the  expedition  of  Heivoetfluys,  all 
the  world  knows  that  it  was  deftined 
for  America,  and  that  it  was  on  the 
point  of  failing  for  its  deftination,. 
but  in  confequence  of  his  Majefty’s 
meflage,  the  embarkation  and  put¬ 
ting  to  fea  are  about  to  be  counter¬ 
manded. 

2.  If  we  do  not  receive  fatisiac- 
tory  explanation  refpefting  thefe 
armaments  in  England,  and  if  they 
actually  take  place,  it  is  natural 
that  the  Firft  Conful  fhould  march 
20,000  ‘  men  into  Holland,  fmee 
Holland  is  mentioned  in  the  mef- 
fage. 

3.  Thefe  troops  being  once  in  the 
country,  it  is  natural  that  an  encamp¬ 
ment  fhould  be  formed  on  the 
frontiers  of  Hanover  ;  and,  more¬ 
over,  that  additional  bodies  fhould 
join  thofe  troops  which  were  already 
embarked  for  America,  in  order  to 
form  new  embarkations,  and  to 
maintain  an  offenftve  and  defend ve 
pofition. 

4...  It  is  natural  that  the  Firft 
Conful  fhould  order  feveral  camps 
to  be  formed  at  Calais,  and  on 
different  points  of  the  coafts. 

5.  It  is  likewife  in  the  nature  of 
things ,  that  the  Firft  Conful,  who 
was  on  the  point  of  evacuating 
Swifierland,  fhould  be  under  the 
neceffi  ty  of  continuing  a  French 
army- in  that  country. 

6.  It  is  alfo  the  natural  confequence 
of  all  this ,  that  the  Firft  Conful 
fhould  fend  a  frefh  force  into 
Italy,  in  order  to  occupy,  in  cafe 
of  neceffi  ty,  the  pofition  of  Taren- 
tum. 

7.  England  arming,  and  arming 
with  fo  much  publicity,  will  compel 
France  to  pint  her  armies  on  the 
war  eft abliffi meat,,  a  ftep  fo  im¬ 
portant,. 
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poTtant,  as  cannot  Fail  to  agitate  ail 
Europe. 

The  refult  of  all  thefe  movements 
will  be  to  irritate  the  two  countries 
{till  more.  France  will  have  been 
compelled  to  take  all  thefe  precau¬ 
tions  in  confequence  of  the  Englifh 
armaments,  and  neverthelefs  every 
means  wiil  be  taken  to  excite  the 
Englifh  nation  by  the  affertion, 
that  France  meditates  an  invasion. 
The  whole  Britifh  population  will 
be  obliged  to  put  themfelves  under 
arms  for  their  defence,  and  their 
export  trade  will,  even  before  the 
vyar,  be  in  a  fcate  of  ftagnation 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  countries  occupied  by  the  F rench 
arms. 

The  experience  of  nations,  and 
the  courfe  of  events  prove,  that 
the  diftance  between  fuch  a  ftate  of 
things  and  adlual  hostility,  is  un¬ 
fortunately  not  remote. 

As  to  the  differences,  of  which 
mention  is  made  in  his  Britannick 
Me  jelly's  meffage, 'we  know  not  of 
any  that  we  have  with  England  ; 
for  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  a 
ferious  intention  can  have  exifled 
in  England  of  evading  the  execu- 
tion  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
under  the  protection  of  a  military 
armament.  Europe  well  knows 
that  it  is  poffible  to  attempt  the 
difmemberment  of  France,  but  not 
to  intimidate  her. 

No.  XLIII. 

Paris y  March  14,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

THE  mcffenger  Mafon  went  on 

O 

Saturday  with  my  difpatches  of 
that  date,  and  until  yelferday,  Sun¬ 
day,  f  faw  no  one  likely  to  give 
me  any  further  information  fuch  as 


I  could  depend  upon,  as  to  the  effedft 
which  his  Majefty's  meffage  had 
produced  on  the  Firft  Conful.  At 
the  court  which  was  held  at  the 
Thuilleries  upon  that  day,  he  ac¬ 
costed  me  evidently  under  very 
confiderable  agitation.  He  began 
by  afking  me  if  I  had  any  news 
from  England.  I  told  him  that  I 
had  received  lettersfrom  yourLord- 
fhip  two  days  ago.  Fie  immediately 
faid,  and  fo  you  are  determined  to 
go  to  war.  No  !  I  replied,  we  are 
too  fenfible  of  the  advantages  of 
peace.- — ’Nous  avons,  faid  he,  deja 
fait  la  Guerre  pendant  Quinze  Ans. 
—As  he  feemed  to  wait  for  an 
anfwer,  I  obferved  only,  C’en  eft 
deja  trop. — Mats,  faid  he,  vous 
voulez  la  faire  encore  Quinze 
Annees,  et  vous  m’y  forcez.— I 
told  him,  that  was  very  far  from 
his  Majefty's  intentions. — He  then 
proceeded  to  Count  Marcow  and 
the  Chevalier  Azara,  who  were 
handing  together  at  a  little  diftance 
from  me,  and  faid  to  them,  Les 
Anglois  veulent  la  Guerre,  mais 
s’ils  font  les  premiers  a  tirer  I’Epee 
je  ferai  le  dernier  a  la  remet tre. 
Ils  ne  refpeClent  pas  les  Traites« 

II  faut  dorenavant  les  couvrir  de 
Crepe  noir. — He  then  went  his 
round,  in  a  few  minutes  he  came 
back  to  me,  and  refumed  the  con- 
verfation,  if  fuch  jt  can  be  called* 
by  Something  perfonally  civil  to 
me.  He  began  again. — Pourquoi 
des  Ajmemens  ?  Centre  qui  des 
Mefures.  de  Precaution  ?  Je  n’ai  pas 
un  feul  Vaiffeau  de  Ligne  dans  les 
Ports  dc  France ;  mais  ft  vous 
voulez  armer,  j’armerai  auffi ;  ft 
vous  voulez  vous  bat  t re,  je  me 
battrai  auili.  Vous  pourrez.  peut- 
etre  tuer  la  France,  mais  jamais 
1'intimider. — On  ne  voudroit,  faid 
I,  ni  Pun  ni  Pautre,  On  voudroit 

*  S  2  vivre 
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vivre  en  bonne  Intelligence  avec 
die. — II  taut  done  refpefter  les 
Traites ;  replied  be;  Malheur  a 
ceux  qui  ne  retpedent  pas  les 
Traites  ;  ils  en  feront  refponfable 
a  toute  1’ Europe.- — -He  was  too  much 
agitated  to  make  it  advifeable  tor 
me  to  prolong  the  conversation-.;  I 
therefore  made  no  anfwer,  and  he 
retired  to  his  apartment,  repeating 
the  la  It  phraie. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  all  this 
palled  loud  enough  to  he  overheard 
by  two  hundred  people  who  were 
prefent,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
there  was  not  a  tingle  perfon,  who 
did  not  feel  the  extreme  impropriety 
of  his  conduct,  and  the  total  want 
of  dignity  as  well  as  of  decency  on 
the  occafon. 

I  propofe  taking  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  (peaking  to  Mr.  Talley¬ 
rand  on  the  Subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

Right  Honorable  I  ord  Hawketbury 
See.  Sec.  &c.  . 


Extra of  a  Df patch  from  Lord 
Hanxhjbury  to  lord  Whitworth, 
dated  March  i  5.1  *  ° 5 • 

I  SEND  your  Excellency  a 
copy  of  the  note  prdented  to  me  by 
General  Andreoify  on  the  tenth 
infant*,  ,and  a  copy  of  the  anfwei 
which  I  have  this  day  by  his  Ma- 
jedy’s  com  mauds  returned  to  it, 

N  G  T  E. 

No.  XLV. 

THE  underfigned,  his  Majefty’s 
principal  fecretary  of  date  lor 
foreign  affairs^  has  laid  before  the 

*  See  No.  X 
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King  the  note  of  his  Excellency 
the  French  ambaffador  of  the  10th 
infant. 

In  obeying  the  commands  of  his 
Majefty,  by  returning  an  official 
anfwer  to  this  note,  the  underfigned 
feels  it  neceffacy  for  him  to  do 
little  more  than  repeat  the  expla¬ 
nations  which  have  been  already 
given  on  more  than  one  occafon 
by  himfelf  verbally  to  General 
Andreoify,  and  by  Lord  Whit¬ 
worth  to  M.  Talleyrand,  on  the 
fuhjefl  of  the  note,  and  of  the 
points  which  appear  to  be  connefled 
with  it.  He  can  have  no  difficulty 
in  alluring  the  French  ambaffador, 
that  his  Majedy  has  entertained  a 
moll  fin  cere  delire  that  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens  might  be  executed  in  a 
full  and  complete  manner;  but  it 
has  not  been  poffible  for  him  to  con, 
fider  this  treaty  as  having  been 
founded  on  principles  different  from 
thofe  which  have  been  invariably 
applied  to  every  other  antecedent 
treaty  or  convention,  namely,  that 
they  were  negotiated  with  reference 
to  the  aduai  fate  of  pojfefjion  of  the 
different  parries,  and  to  the  treaties 
or  public  engagements  by  which  they 
were  bound  at  the  time  of  its  con- 
clufiou  ;  and  that  if  that  date  of  pof- 
feffion  and  of  engagements  was  fo 
materially  altered  by  the  aft  of 
either  of  the  parties  as  to  affeid  the 
nature  of  the  compact;  itfelf,  the 
other  party  has  a  right  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  to  interfere 
for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  fatis- 
faction  or  comppnfation  for  any 
effential  difference  which  fuch  acTs 
may  have  fubfequently  made  in 
their  relative  fituation ;  that  if 
there  ever  was  a  cafe  to  which 
this  principle  might  be  applied 
with  peculiar  propriety,  it  was  that 
of  the  late  treaty  of  peace  ;  for 
T.  P.  *  225 
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she  negotiation  was  conducted  on 
a  bafis  not  merely  pjopofed  by  his 
Majedy,  but  fpecially  agreed  ro,  in 
an  official  note,  by  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment,  viz.  that  his  Majejiy Jhould 
keep  a  compenfation  out  of  his  conquejis 
for  the  important  acquifition  of  territory 
made  by  France  npon  the  continent. 
That  is  a  Efficient  proof  that  the 
compact  was  underdood  to  have 
been  concluded  in  relation  to  the 
then  exiding  date  of  things ;  for 
the  meafure  of  his  Majedy ’s  com- 
penfation  was  to  be  calculated  with 
reference  to  the  acquifitions  of 
France  at  that  time;  and  if  the 
interference  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  in  the  general  affairs  of  Eu¬ 
rope  fince  that  period;  if  their  in- 
terpofition  with  refpeH  to  Swiffer, 
land  and  Holland,  whofe  indepen¬ 
dence  was  guarantied  by  them  at 
the  time  of  the  conclulion  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  ;  if  the  acquifitions 
which  have  been  made  by  France 
in  various  quarters,  but  particularly 
thofe  in  Italy,  have  extended  the 
territory  and  increafed  the  power 
of  h  ranee,  his  Majedy  would  be 
warranted,  confidently  with  the 
fpirit  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  in 
claiming  equivalents  for  thele  ac- 
quifitions,  as  a  countcrpoifb  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  power  of  France. 
His  Majedy,  however,  anxious  to 
pre  vent  all  grounds  of  mifunder- 
Handing,  and  defirous  of  eonfoli- 
dating  the  general  peace  of  Europe, 
as  far  as  might  he  in  his  power, 
was’  willing  to  have  waved  the  pre- 
tendons  he  might  have  a  right  to 
advance  of  this  nature;  and  as  the 
other  articles  of  the  definitive  treaty 
have  been  in  a  courfe  of  execution 
on  his  part,  fo  he  would  have  been 
ready  to  have  carried  into  effe<5t  an 
arrangement  conformable  to  the 
true  intent  and  fpirit  of  the  tenth 


article;  the  execution  of  that  ar¬ 
rangement,  according  to  its  terms 
having  been  rendered  impraHicable 
by  circumltances  which  it  was  not 
in  his  Majefty’s  power  to  controul. 
Whilft  his  Majefty  was  actuated  by 
thefe  fentiments  of  moderation  and 
forbearance,  and  prepared  to  regu¬ 
late  his  conduct  in  conformity  to 
them,  his  attention  was  particularly 
attraHed  by  the  very  extraordinary 
publication  of  the  report  of  Colonel 
Sebadiani  to  the  Fird  Conful. 
This  report  contains  the  mod  un- 
judifiable  inftnuations  and  charges 
again  if  his  Majedy’s  Government  j 
againd  the  officer  commanding  his 
forces  In  Egypt,  and  againd  the 
Britifh  army  in  that  quarter;  in¬ 
sinuations  and  charges  wholly  dedi- 
tute  of  foundation,  and  fuch  as 
would  have  warranted  his  Majedy 
in  demanding  thatfatisfaHion  which 
on  occafions  of  this  nature,  inde¬ 
pendent  powers,  in  a  date  of  amity, 
have  a  right  to  expect  from  each 
other.  It  djfelofes,  moreover, 
views  in  the  highed  degree  injuri¬ 
ous  to  the  intereds  of  his  Majefty’s 
dominions,  and  direftly  Repugnant 
to,  and  utterly  inconfident  with, 
the  fpirit  and  letter  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  between  his  Ma¬ 
jedy  and  the  French  Government. 
His  Majelty’s  ambaffador  at  Paris 
was  accordingly  directed  to  make 
fuch  a  reprefentation  to  the  French 
Government,  as  his  Majedy  felt  to 
be  called  for  by  imputations  of  the 
nature  above  deferibed,  by  thedif- 
clofure  ofpurpofcs  inconfident  with 
good  faith,  and  highly  injurious 
to  Me  intereds  of  his  people;  and 
as  a  claim  had  recently  been  made 
by  the  French  Government  on  the 
fubject  of  the  evacuation  of  Malta, 
Lord  Whitworth  was  indru&ed  to 
accompany  this  reprefentation  by  a 
*  $  3  declaration 
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declaration  on  the  part  of  his  Ma. 
jefty,  that  before  he  could  en  ter  into 
any  further  diffusions  relative  to 
that  ifland,  it  was  expected,  that 
fatisfaflory  explanations  fhould  be 
given  upon  the  various  points  re- 
fpedting  which  his  Majefty  had 
complained.  This  reprefen  ration 
and  this  claim,  founded  on  principles 
inconteftably  juft,  and  couched  in 
terms  the  moft  temperate,  appear  to 
have  been  wholly  difregarded  by 
the  French  Government ;  no  fatis- 
faftion  has  been  afforded,  no  expla¬ 
nation  whatever  has  been  given  j 
but  on  the  contrary,  his  Majefty ’s 
fufpicions  of  the  views  of  the  French 
Government  with  refpetff  to  the 
Turkifh  Empire  have  been  con¬ 
firmed  and  ftrengthened  by  fubfe- 
quent  events.  Under  thefe  circum- 
flances  his  Majefty  feels  that  he  has 
no  alternative,  and  that  a  juft  re¬ 
gard  to  his  own  honor  and  to  the 
interefts  of  his  people,  makes  it 
neceffary  for  him  to  declare,  that 
he  cannot  confent  that  his  troops 
fhould  evacuate  the  ifland  of  Malta, 
until  fubftantial  fecurity  has  been 
provided  for  thofe  objects  which, 
under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
might  be  materially  endangered  by 
their  removal. 

With  refpedft  to  feveral  of  the 
pofttions  ftated  in  the  note,  and 
grounded  on  the  idea  of  the  Toth 
article  being  executed  in  its  literal 
fenfe,  they  call  for  fome  obferva- 
tions.  By  the  ioth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens,  the  ifland  of 
Malta  was  to  be  reftofed  by  his 
JVlajefty  to  the  order  of  St.  John, 
upon  certain  conditions.  The  eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  ifland,  at  a  fpecified 
period,  formed  a  part  of  thefe  con¬ 
ditions  ;  and  if  the  other  ftipula- 
tions  had  been  in  a  due  courfe  of 
execution,  his  Majefty  would  have 


been  bound,  by  the  terms  of  the 
treatv,  to  have  .  ordered  his  forces 
to  evacuate  the  ifland :  but  thefe 
conditions  muft  be  confidered  as 
being  all  of  equal  effeft  ;  and  if  any 
material  parts  of  them  fhould  have 
been  found  incapable  of  execution, 
or  if  the  execution  of  them  fhould 
from  any  circumftances  have  been 
retarded,  his  Majefty  would  be 
warranted  in  deferring  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the'  ifland  until  fuch  time 
as  the  other  conditions  of  the  arti¬ 
cle  could  be  effected  ;  or  until  fome 
new  arrangement  could  be  concluded 
which  fhould  be  judged  fatisfaCtory 
by  the  contracting  parties.  The 
refufal  of  Rufiia  to  accede  to  the 
arrangement,  except  on  condition 
that  the  Maltefe  langue  fhould  be 
abolifhed  ;  the  filence  of  the  Court 
of  Berlin,  with  refpeft  to  the  invi¬ 
tation  that  has  been  made  to  it,  in 
confequence  of  the  treaty,  to  be¬ 
come  a  guarantying  power ;  the 
abolition  of  the  Spanifh  priories,  in 
defiance  of  the  treaty  to  which  the 
King  of  Spain  was  a  party  ;  the 
declaration  of  the  Porte  <niefe  Go- 

O 

vernment,  of  their  intention  to 
fequeftrate  the  property  of  the  For- 
tuguefe  priory,  as  forming  a  part  of 
the  Spanifh  lange,  unlefs  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Spanifh  priories  was 
reftored  to  them, — thefe  circum¬ 
ftances  would  have  been  fufficientf 
without  any  other  fpecial  grounds, 
to  have  warranted  his  Majefty  in 
fufpending  the  evacuation  of  the 
ifland.  The  evacuation  of  Taren- 
tum  and  Brundufium  is  in  no  rcfpedl 
connected  with  that  of  Malta.  The 
French  Government  were  bound  .to 
evacuate  the  Kingdom  of  Naples 
by  their  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
King  of  Naples  at  a  period  ante¬ 
cedent  to  that  at  which  this  ftipula- 
tion  was  carried  into  efteft. 
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The  French  Government  were 
bound  likewife,  by  engagements 
with  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  to  re- 
fpedt  the  independence  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Naples ;  but  even  admit- 
tingthat  the  departureof  the  French 
troops  from  Tarentum  depended 
folely  on  the  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  the  departure  is,  by  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  to  take  place 
at  the  fame  period  as  the  other  eva¬ 
cuations  in  Europe  ;  namely,  one 
month  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty;  at  which  period 
both  Porto  Ferrajo  and  Minorca 
were  evacuated  by  his  Majefty’s 
forces ;  whereas  the  troops  of  his 
Majefty  were  in  no  cafe  bound  to 
evacuate  the  ifland  of  Malta  ante¬ 
cedent  to  the  period  of  three  months 
afierthe  ratification  of thedefinitive 
treaty  ;  and  *even  in  that  event,  it 
mu  ft  be  confidered  as  depending 
upon  the  other  parts  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  being  in  a  courfe  of  execu¬ 
tion.  With  refped  to  the  affertion 
in  the  note,  that  the  Neapolitan 
troops  were  to  form  the  Garrifon 
of  Malta  until  the  period  when  the 
arrangements  relative  to  the  order 
could  be  carried  into  effect,  it  will 
appear,  by  a  reference  to  the  article, 
that  by  the  preliminary  paragraph, 
the  ifland  was  to  be  reftored  to  the 
order  upon  the  condition  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  ftipulations,and  that  it  was 
only  from  the  period  when  therefti- 
tutiOn  to  the  order  had  actually 
taken  place,  that  by  the  12th 
paragraph  the  Neapolitan  troops 
were  to  form  a  part  of  the  Garri¬ 
fon. 

The  underfigned  has  thus  ftated, 
with  all  the  franknefs  which  the 
importance  of  the  fubjeft  appears 
to  require,  the  fentiments  of  his 
Majefty  on  the  note  delivered  to 
kins  by  General  Andreoffy,  and  on 
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the  points  in  difeufiion  between  the 
two  countries. 

His  Majefty  is  willing  to  indulge 
the  hope,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Government  on  this  occa- 
fion  may  be  influenced  by  princi¬ 
ples  fimilar  to  thofe  which  have 
invariably  influenced  his  own. 
That  as  far  as  poftible  all  claufes 
ol  diftruft,  and  every  impediment 
to  a  good  underftanding  between 
the  two  countries,  may  be  com¬ 
pletely  and  effectually  removed, 
and  that  the  peace  may  be  con- 
folidated  011  a  fecure  and  lalting 
foundation. 

The  underfigned  requefts  Gene¬ 
ral  Andreoffy  to  accept  the  affur- 
ances  of  his  high  consideration. 

Do-wring  Stteety  March  iy,  1803. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 

His  Excellency  General  Andreoffy, 
&c.  &c.  See . 

No.  XLVI. 

Paris ,  March  17,  1803,, 
My  Lord, 

I  CALLED  yefterday  on  M* 
de  Talleyrand,  to  converfe  w  ith 
him  on  the  fubjeift  of  what  had 
palled  on  Sunday  laft  at  the  Thuil- 
leries.  He  had  been  fince  that 
day  fo  fully  occupied  with  his»ex- 
peditions  to  different  foreign  courts, 
that  I  had  no  opportunity  of  feeing 
him  fooner.  1  told  him,  that  I 
had  been  placed  by  the  Firft  Conful 
in  a  fituation  which  could  neither 
fait  my  public  nor  my  private  feel¬ 
ings.  That  I  went  to  the  Thuil- 
leries  to  pay  my  refpetfts  to  the 
Firft  Conful,  and  to  prefent  my 
countrymen,  but  not  to  treat  of 
*  $  4  political 
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political  fubje&s  ;  and  that  unlefs 
I  had  the  affurance  from  him,  that 
I  fhould  not  be  expofed  to  a  re¬ 
petition  of  the  fame  cUfagreeable 
circumftances,  I  fhould  be  under 
the  neceffity  of  difcontinuing  my 
vifits  to  the  Thuilleries.  M.  de 
Talleyrand  allured  me,  that  it  was 
very  far  from  the  Firll  Conful’s 
intention  to  diftrefs  me ;  but  he  had 
felt  himfelf  perfonally  infulted  by 
the  charges  which  were  brought 
again  ft  him  by  the  Englifh  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  it  nva s  incumbent 
up 07i  him  to  take  the  JirJi  opportunity 
of  exculpating  himfelf  in  the  prefence 
of  the  M infers  of  the  different  p cavers 
tf  Europe.  He  aftured  me  that 
nothing  fimilar  would  occur. 

(Signed)  Whi  TWORTH. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord 

Hawkelbury,  See.  Sec.  Sc c. 

No.  XL VI I. 

Paris,  March  18  1803. 

My  Lord, 

I  RECEIVED  your  Lordfhip’s 
difpatch,  with  its  inclofures,  this 
morning  early  ;  and  I  learnt  at  the 
fame  time  that  a  melfenger  had  ar¬ 
rived  from  General  Andreoffy  to 
M.  de  Talleyrand;  fhortly  after, 
M.  de  Talleyrand  Lent  to  deli  re  I 
would  call  upon  him,  which  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  did.  He  told  me  that 
he  had  not  only  received  your 
Lordlhip’s  note  to  the  French  am- 
balfador,  but  alfo  the  fentiments  of 
the  Firft  Conful  upon  it,  which  he 
was  defirous  to  communicate  to  me, 
before  he  re-difpatched  the  melfen- 
ger.  1  his  he  did,  and  I  refer  your 
Ijordlhip  to  the  communication, 
which  General  Andreoffy  will  make., 


according  to  his  inftrudtions,  with¬ 
out  lofs  of  time. 

From  the  tenor  of  this  note,  it 
appears  that  this  Government  is 
not  defirous  to  proceed  to  extremi¬ 
ties ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  is  not  pre¬ 
pared  fo  to  do;  and  therefore  it 
exprelfes  a  willingnefs  to  enter  on 
the  difeuffion  of  the  point,  which 
appears  according  to  their  concep¬ 
tion,  or  rather  to  the  interpretation 
they  choofe  to  give  to  it,  the  moll 
material.  This  of  courfe  is  the 
fafety  of  Egypt.  On  this  the  Firft 
Conful  declares  in  the  note,  as  M. 
de  Talleyrand  did  repeatedly  to  ine, 
that  he  would  be  willing  to  enter 
into  any  engagement,  by  which 
fuch  a  fecurity  as  would  fully  quiet 
enr  apprehenfions,  might  be  given 
on  the  part  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment.  On  the  fubjedl  of  Malta, 
the  Firft  Conful  maintains  that  he 
cannot  liften  to  any  compromife ; 
with  regard  to  Egypt  he  is  willing 
to  enter  into  any  engagement  which 
may  be  thought  fufficient. 

I  told  him  that  he  had  departed 
from  the  letter  and  the  fenfe  of 
your  Lordfhip’s  note,  by  confining 
the  queftion  to  Malta  alone.  That 
note  had  comprehended  other  rnoft 
important  confiderations.  That 
the  beft  method  of  bringing  the 
difeuffion  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion, 
fuch  as  his  Maj efty’s  Government 
appeared  to  wifh,  was  to  take  it  up 
on  a  broader  feale.  But  that  at 
the  fame  time  his  Ma jelly's  Go¬ 
vernment  would  not  refufe  to  lend 
itfelf  to  any  thing  reafonable  which 
might  be  fuggefted.  There  was 
however,  I  told  him,  one  diftinc- 
tion  to  be  made  in  the  fituation  of 
the  two  Governments,  in  the  dif¬ 
euffion  ol  this  queftion.  By  our 
polfeffion  of  Malta,  France  was  not 
threatened,  but  the  reverfe  was  the 
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cafe,  fnould  the  accefs  to  Egypt  be 
opened  by  its  evacuation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sc c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord 

Hawkefbury,  Sec.  See .  Sc c. 

/ 

No.  X'LVIII. 

Downing  St  reel,  March  2  2,  I  So  3. 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Excellency’s  feveral  dif- 
patches  to  No.  26  incluftve,  have 
been  received  and  laid  before  the 
King.- 

With  refpeCt  to  the  fubjeCt  of 
your  Excellency  5s  difpatchof  March 
14,  I  have  it  in  command  to  fignify 
to  you  his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  that 
you  take  the  earlieft  opportunity 
to  reprefen t  to  hjdonfieur  de  Talley¬ 
rand,  the  furpnfe  with  which  his 
Majefty  has  learnt  the  conduct 
which  the  Firft  Conful  had  obferved 
towards  your  Excellency  in  the  in- 
fiance  to  which  that  difpatch  reiers ; 
and  you  will  add,  that  as  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  has  a  right  to  expert  that  his 
ambaftador  fhould  be  treated  with 
the  refpect  and  attention  due  to 
the  dignity  of  the  Sovereign  whom 
he  reprefents,  it  will  be  impoffibie 
for  you  to  prefent  yourfelf  on  any 
days  of  ceremony  to  theFirft  Con¬ 
ful,  unlefs  you  receive  an  affurance 
that  you  will  never  be  expofed 
to  a  repetition  of  the  Treatment 
which  you ‘experienced  on  the  oc_ 
cafion. 

Although  your  Excellency  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  anticipated  this  in- 
ilruCtion  in  one  of  your  moft  recent 
converfations  with  Monfieur  de 
Talleyrand,  I  neverthelefs  think  it 
right  to  enable  your  Excellency  to 
ftate  to  that  minifter,  the  fenfe 
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which  the  King  entertains  of  this 
tranfaCtion. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and 
refpeCt,  See . 

(Signed)  Hawxesbury. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth* 

K.  B.  Sec .  Sc c.  Sc ci 

No.  XLIX. 

Downing  Streef ,  Abril  3,  I  Soj. 
My  Lord, 

I  INCLOSE  to  your  Excellence 
for  your  information,  copies  of  the 
official  note  delivered  to  me  on  the 
29th  ultimo  by  General  AndreolTy, 
and  of  the  anfwer  which  by  his 
Majefty’s  command,  I  this  day 
returned  to  that  communication. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and 
refpeCt,  Sc c. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth, 

K.  B.  Sc c.  Sec.  Sec „ 

*  *  "  > 

(Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  49.^ 

THE  nnderfigned  General  of 
Divifion,  Ambaftador  and  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  French 
Republic,  has  laid  before  his  Go¬ 
vernment  the  note  addrefted  to  him 
by  his  Excellency  Lord  Hawkef¬ 
bury.  He  has  received  orders  to 
make  the  following  anfwer  to  the 
obfervations  therein  contained. 

The  objeCt  of  this  note  appears 
to  be  to  explain  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty 's  meftage;  and  to  give  fome 
elucidations  which  had  been  de¬ 
manded  refpeCting  the  execution  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens. 

The  Firft  Conful  will  not  make 
any  complaint  relative  to  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  unexpected  after- 

tions 


i 


f 


i 


266*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 

tions  of  this  aft  iffued,  by  his  meffage  confids  of  another  affertion 
Britannic  Majefty.  Not  one  of  no  better  founded.  His  Britannic 
them  is  founded.  Majefty  makes  mention  of  difcuf- 

His  Britannic  Majefty  believes  fions,  the  fuccefs  of  which  is  doubt- 
feat  his  Kingdom  is  menaced  by  ful*  What  are  thefe  difcuffions  ? 
preparations  made  in  the  ports  of,  what  official  notes,  what  protocole 
Holland  and  France.  He  has  been  prove  the  opening,  the  prpgrefs, 
deceived:  the  FirftConful  has  made  the  viciffitudes  of  a  debate?  can 


no  preparation. 

There  were  at  the  time  of  the 
meffage,  but  two  frigates  in  the 
Roads  of  Holland,  and  but  three 
Corvettes  in  the  Road  of  Dunkirk. 

How  can  his  Britannic  Majefty’s 
Minifters  have  been  deceived  on 
fafts  fo  evident  ?  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jedy’s  Ambaffadors  at  Paris  and  at 
the  Hague  have  ferioufiy  to  re¬ 
proach  thetnfelves,  if  they  have 
credited  information  fo  evidently 
falfe,  and  if  they  did  not  forefee 
that  they  thereby  expofed  their  Go¬ 
vernment  to  err  in  the  mod  impor¬ 
tant  deliberations. 

Was  it  not  conformable  to  the 
ufage  praftifed  among  nations,  fil'd 
to  demand  explanations,  and  thus 
to  take  means  for  being  convinced 
of  the  falfhood  of  the  intelligence 
which  the  Miniders  might  have 
received?  mud  not  the  lead  effefts 
of  the  cmiffion  of  this  praftice  be, 
to  bring  on  the  ruin  of  families, 
and  carry  confufion,  uncertainty, 
and  disorder  into  all  the  commer¬ 
cial  affairs  of  both  nations?  the 
Fird  Conful  knows,  both  from  his 
own  ferttiments,  and  judging  of 
other  people  by  the  French,  that 
a  great  nation  can  never  be  terri¬ 
fied.  He  believes  that  good  policy 
and  the  feelings  of  true  dignity 
ever  infpirethe  fentiment  of  edCem 
for  a  rival  nation,  and  never  the 
defign  of  menacing  her.  A  great 
nation  may  be,deftroyed,  but  not 
intimidated. 

The  fecond  part  of  his  Ma.jedy’s 


a  date  of  difficulties,  which  leads 
to  an  alternative  of  peace  or  war, 
fpring  up  unawares  without  com¬ 
mencement,  without  progreffion, 
and  lead  without  didinftion,  to 
an  appeal  to  arms  before  all  the 
means  of  conciliation  have  been 
exhaufted. 

In  this  cafe,  the  appeal  has  been 
publicly  made  before  it  could  be 
known  that  there  was  room  for 
mifunderdandingv  The  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  difcuffions  was  announced 
before  they  had  begun.  The  iffue 
of  a  difficult  difcuffion  has  been 
declared  before  it  arofe.  What 
would  Europe,  what  would  both 
nations  think,  if  they  knew  that 
thefe  difcuffions,  announced  by  his 
Britannic  Majefty  as  fo  difficult 
to  terminate,  were  unknown  to  the 
French  Government ;  and  that  the 
FirftConful  on  reading  the  meffage, 
could  not  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  either  of  the  declarations  therein 
contained. 

He  has  alfo  abdained  from  any 
oftenfible  ftqp;  and  whatever  may 
have  been  the  clamour,  the  aftivity, 
the  provocations  of  war,  which 
have  taken  place  in  England  fince 
that  meffage,  he  has  given  no  or¬ 
ders,  he  has  made  no  difpofitions, 
no  preparations.  He  places  his 
glory  in  an  affair  of  this  nature, 
wholly  in  being  taken  in  an  unpro¬ 
vided  date.  He  will  continue  in 
this  fydem  of  honed  franknefs,  un¬ 
til  his  BritannicMajedy  has  refiefted 
fully  on  the  part  he  propofcs-  to  take. 
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In  Lord  Hawkefbury’s  note,  an 
opinion  is  expreffed,  that  the  French 
Repub  lick  has  increafed  in  power 
fince  the  Peace  of  Amiens.  This  is 
a  decided  error.  Since  that  epoch, 
France  has  evacuated  a  confiderabie. 
territory.  The  French  Power  has 
received  no  degree  of  augmenta¬ 
tion,  If  his  Britannic  Majefty  is 
determined  to  make  war,  he  may 
allege  all  the  pretexts  he  pleafes. 
Fie  will  find  few  lefs  founded. 

As  to  the  complaints  made  re- 
fpefting  the  publications  which 
may  have  appeared  in  France,  they 
are  of  an  order  too  fecondary  to  be 
capable  of  influencing  fuch  a  deci- 
fion.  Are  we  then  returned  to  the 
age  of  tournaments  ?  motives'  of 
this  nature  might  have  authorized, 
four  centuries  ago,  the  combat  of 
thirties;  but  they  cannot,  in  this 
age,  be  a  reafon  for  war  between 
the  two  countries. 

It  might  fuffice  in  this  refpedl 
to  reply  to  his  Excellency,  that 
no  reprefen  tar  ion  has  been  made 
by  him  on  the  fubjedt  to  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Pvepublick  ;  and 
that,  if  it  was  but  juft  ice  to  grant 
fatisfadtion,  the  Firlt  Conful  had 
a  right  to  expedl  that  which  was 
required  by  M.  Otto,  in  his  note 
of  the  2 2d  Thermidor  laft,  upon 
grounds  more  ferious  and  more 
juft. 

Is  it  pofhble  that  the  Englifh 
miniftry  dan  have  been  ignorant, 
that  ever  mice  the  conclufion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens  the  Englifh  prefs 
lias  not  ceafed  to  fpread  through 
Europe  the  rage  of  war,  the  dif- 
credit  or  peace,  and  fhamelefs  and 
boundlefs  outrages  againft  every 
thing  which  is  the  objedl  of  the 
love  and  veneration  of  the  French 
people  ? 

A  few  days  after  the  ratification 
of  peace,  one  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
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jefty’s  Minifters  declared  that  the 
peace  eftablifhment  muft  be  con¬ 
fiderabie  ;  and  the  diftruft  excited 
by  this  declaration  made  in  parlia¬ 
ment  with  as  much  bitternefs  as 
impropriety,  furnifhed  a  commen¬ 
tary  for  the  exaggeration  and  alarms 
which  were  circulated  in  defpicabie 
pamphlets,  and  in  newfpapers  as 
contemptible  as  thole  libels.  Since 
that  time,  thefe  writers  have  found 
themfelves  invariably  fuppprted  in 
their  infolent  obfervations  by  par¬ 
ticular  phrafes  taken  from  the 
fpeeches  of  fome  leading  members  of 
parliament.  Thefe  fpeeches, fear cely 
to  be  exceeded  by  themews-writers 
themfelves,  have,  for  thefe  eighteen 
months,  tended  to  encourage  infult 
againft  other  Governments  to  that 
degree,  that  every  European  muft 
be  offended,  and  every  reafonable 
Englifh  man  muft  be  humiliated,  by 
fuch  unheard  of  licentioufnefs. 

What  if  we  conned!  with  thefe 
fillies,  proceedings  more  often  five 
and  ferious  ;  the  indulgence  granted 
to  French  criminals,  publifhing 
daily  outrages  in  the  French  lan¬ 
guage ;  the  ftill  more  inexcufeable 
toleration  extended  to  villains,  co¬ 
vered  with  crimes,  and  plotting 
afTalfinations  inceflantly,  fuch  as 
Georges,  who  ftill  continues  to  re- 
fide  at  London  protected,  and  having 
a  confiderabie  eftablifhment;  in  a 
word,  the  little  juftice.  which  has 
been  fhewn  to  all  our  reprefenta- 
tions — How  are  we  to  account  for 
the  publicity  of  the  complaint  which 
his  Britannic  Majefty  has  thought 
proper  to  make  refpedling  fome  In¬ 
definite  wrongs  which  he  has  hither¬ 
to  thought  unneceffary  to  bring  be¬ 
fore  the  Firft  Conful? 

The  Firft  Conful  has  had  caufe 
to  be  convinced  that  all  his  repre- 
fentations  on  all  thefe  points  were 
ufelefs,  and  that  his  Britannick  Ma¬ 
jefty, 
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jelly,  regardlefs  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  powers,  was  refolved  to  autho¬ 
rize  every  thing  within  his  do¬ 
minions  ;  but  he  did  not  on  that 
account  entertain  a  doubt  of  the 
continuance  of  peace,  nor  alarm 
Europe  with  the  notification  of  war. 
He  confined  himfelf  to  this  prin¬ 
ciple  of  condud,  to  permit  or  pre¬ 
vent  in  France  with  refped  to  Eng¬ 
land  whatever  fhould  be  permitted 
or  prevented  in  England  with  re¬ 
gard  to  France. 

He  has ,  however  y  expreffiedy  and  he 
again  expreffies  his  wijhy  that  means 
Jhould  be  adopted  to  prevent  in  future 
any  mention  being  made  of  what  is 
faffing  in  England,  either  in  the  offi¬ 
cial  difcujfions  or  in  the  polemical  writ- 
ings  in  France,  as  in  like  manner  in 
the  French  official  difcujjions  and  po¬ 
lemical  writings  no  me?: t ion  whatever 
Jhould  be  made  of  what  is  paffing  in 
England, 

Lord  Hawkefbury  mentions  an 
article  in  a  newfpaper,  containing 
the  report  of  a  French  colonel.  In 
ferious  difcuflions  an  anfweron  this 
point  might  be  difpenfed  with  ;  but 
it  is  neither  a  long  nor  difficult 
matter. 

A  colonel  in  the  Engiifh  army 
has  publifhed  a  work  in  England, 
filled  with  the  moll  atrocious  and 
difgufting  calumnies  againlt  the 
French  army  and  its  general.  The 
lies  it  contains  have  been  contradid- 
ed  by  the  reception  which  Colonel 
Sebafliani  experienced.  The  publi¬ 
city  of  his  report  was  at  once  a  re¬ 
futation  and  a  reparation  which  the 
French  army  had  a  right  to  exped. 
On  his  arrival  in  Egypt,  this  officer, 
to  his  great  aftoniihment,  found  the 
Engiifh  army  there,  although  they 
fhould  have  evacuated  it,  and  the 
Turks  prodigioufly  alarmed  at  the 
continuance  of  the  Engiifh  army, 


and  at  its  relations  with  the  natives 
in  rebellion  and  open  revolt  agairsfl 
the  fublime  porte. 

He  mufthave  conceived  that  the 
treaties  which  conned  us  with  the 
porte,  and  by  which  we  have  gua¬ 
ranteed  to  it  the  integrity  of  its 
poffieffions,  compelled  us  to  unite 
ourfelves  with  that  power.  It  was 
natural  to  think  that  England  meant 
to  declare  war  from  the  inftant  fhe 
refufed  to  execute  the  articles  of 
the  treaty.  For  after  all,  France 
is  not  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  de« 
bafement  as  to  fuffer  treaties  made 
with  her  to  be  executed  or  not  at 
pleafure. 

Hence  the  refearches  made  by 
this  officer,  as  to  the  forces  which 
were  in  Egypt,  and  as  to  the 
pofition  occupied  by  the  Engiifh 
army. 

But  Egypt  has  fince  been  re- 
flored  to  the  dominion  of  its  law¬ 
ful  Sovereign,  and  the  idea  of  a 
rupture  between  the  two  nations, 
on  account  of  the  engagement  con- 
traded  with  the  porte,  no  longer 
exifts. 

There  remains,  therefore,  but 
one  objed  Worthy  of  fixing  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  two  nations.  The 
execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
as  far  as  concerns  Malta.  His  Ma- 
jefty  has  engaged  to  reflore  it  to 
the  order,  and  to  entruft  it  to  the 
Neapolitan  army  till  the  order 
fhould  be  in  a  condition  to  guard 
if.  His  Majefty  will  rejed  ail 
fophiftry,  every  diilindion,  every 
mental  refervation  which  might  be 
offered  to  him,  to  put  in  doubt  the 
force  and  the  validity  of  his  en¬ 
gagement.  His  Britannick  Ma. 
jefty's  equity,  his  confcienee  in  this 
refped,  are  guarantees  for  the  French 
Republick.  Were  it-  otherwife, 
what  means  in  future  would  the  two 
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nations  have  for  coming  to  an  un- 
derftanding  r  would  not  all  be  chaos? 
this  would  indeed  be  adding  ano¬ 
ther  calamity  to  thofe  which  have 
menaced  focial  order. 

The  under figned  is  dircfted  to 
declare,  in  fhort,  that  the  Firft  Con- 
ful  will  not  take  up  the  defiance  of 
war  given  by  England  to  France; 
that  as  to  Malta,  he  fees  no  fubjedt 
for  difcuffion,  the  treaty  having 
provided  lor  every  thing,  and  fet¬ 
tled  every  thing. 

The  underfigned  has  the  honor,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  Andreossy. 

Portland  Place,  8  Germinal,  year 

ii.  (29th  March,  1803.) 

( Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  49 

THE  underfigned,  his  Majefty’s 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
foreign  affairs,  has  laid  before  the 
King  the  note  of  his  Excellency 
General  Andreoffy,  of  the  29th  of 
laft  month. 

His  Majefty  has  been  induced, 
by  that  fpirit  of  moderation  and 
forbearance  which  have  invariably 
governed  his  conduct  in  every  part 
of  his  communications  with  the 
French  Government,  to  abftain 
from  making  many  obfervations, 
which  the  perufal  of  this  note  may 
naturally  have  fuggcfled  >  to  his 
mind. 

His  Majefty  has  perceived  with 
great  regret,  that  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  continue  to  withhold  all 
fatisfa&ion  and  explanation  on  the 
points  on  which  he  has  complained  ; 
and  that  at  the  time  when  they 


evade  all  difcuffion  on  the  fubjeft 
of  his  reprefentations,  they  perfifi: 
in  their  requifition  that  the  ifland 
of  Malta  fhould  be  forthwith  eva¬ 
cuated  by  his  farces. 

His  Majefty  can  never  fo  far 
forget  what  is  due  to  himfelf  and 
to  his  people,  as  to  acquiefce  in 
fuch  a  courfe  of  proceeding ;  he 
has  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to 
give  inftrudlions  to  his  ambaffador 
at  Paris,  to  afeertain  diftindly 
from  the  French  Government, 
whether  they  are  determined  to 
perfevere  in  withholding  all  fatis- 
faHion  and  explanation  on  the  points 
on  which  his  Majefty  has  complain* 
ed, — or  whether  they  are  difpofed, 
without  delay,  to  give  fuch  fatis- 
faiftion  and  explanations  upon  the 
prefent  ft  ate  of  affairs  as  may  lead 
to  an  arrangement  which  may  be 
calculated  to  adjuft  the  differences 
at  prefent  fubfifting  between  the 
two  Governments.  It  is  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  "s  anxious  defire,  that  by  this 
mode  of  proceeding  an  end  may 
be  put  to  that  ftate  of  fufpenfe  and 
irritation,  which  muft  be  fo  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  interefts  of  both 
countries;  and  that  the  two  Go¬ 
vernments,  aHuated  by  the  fame 
principles  of  juftice  and  modera¬ 
tion  may  be  led  to  concur  in 
fuch  meafures  as  are  moft  likely 
to  conduce  to  their  permanent 
tranquillity. 

The  underfigned  requefts  General 
Andreoffy  to  accept  the  affurances 
of  his  high  confidcration. 

Hawkesbury. 

Downing  Street ,  April  34^  1 803. 

His  Excellency  General  Andreoffy, 

Sic.  &c.  Sec. 
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No.  L. 

t  j 

Downing  Street,  April  4,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

IT  is  become  effential,  that  the 
difcuffions  which  have  been  for 
fome  time  fubfifting  been  his  Ma¬ 
jedy  and  the  French  Government 
fhould  be  brought  to  an  iffue  within 
as  ihort  a  time  as  is  confident 
with  the  deliberation  which  mufc 
be  given  to  objefts  of  fo  much  Im¬ 
portance. 

The  lad  note  prefented  by  Gene¬ 
ral  Andreoffy,  in  the  name  of  his 
Government,  in  anfwer  to  my  note 
of  the  15  th  of  lad  month,  evades 
all  explanation,  and  even  all  dif- 
cuffion,  of  the  points  on  which 
complaint  has  been  made  by  his 
Majedy. 

If  the  French  Government  fhould 
ferieudv  intend  to  perfid  in  this 
courfe  of  proceeding,  there  can  be 
no  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  termination 
to  the  prefen t  negotiation.  It 
Is  important,  therefore,  that  you 
fhould  afcertain  diftin&ly,  in  the 
fird  indance,  whether  they  are  dif- 
pofed  to  enter  into  explanation  on 
the  points  on  which  his  Majedy 
has  complained,  and  to  come  to 
i'uch  an  arrangement  as  may  be  cal¬ 
culated  to  adjud  the  differences  at 
prefent  fubfifting  between  the  two 
countries  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  you 
will  prefent  a  note  to  the  effeft  of 
that  which  is  herewith  inclofed. 
It  is  pofiible  that  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  may  continue  to  evade  all 
difcuffion  on  the  points  in  quedion, 
and  confine  themfelves  to  a  catego- 
rical  demand,  that  Malta  fhould  be 
immediately  evacuated.  In  that 
cafe,  it  is  his  Majedy *s  pleafure, 
that  you  lhould  declare  the  impoffi- 


bility  of  the  relations  of  amity 
continuing  to  fubfid  between  the 
two  countries,  and  the  neceflity 
that  you  will  be  under  of  leaving 
Paris  within  a  certain  time.  But 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  fhould 
fhew  a  readinefs  to  enter  into  dif- 
eufiion,  and  to  give  reafonable  fatif- 
faidion  and  explanation,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  that  you  fhould  be  informed, 
without  lofs  of  time,  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  Majedy’s  Government, 
as  to  what  might  be  confidered  as 
an  equitable  adjudmcnt  of  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  the  two  Govern¬ 
ments  at  this  moment. 

I  have,  therefore,  by  his  Ma¬ 
jedy’s  command,  inclofed  the  pro¬ 
ject  of  an  arrangement,  which, 
under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
would  meet  the  ideas  of  his  Ma¬ 
jedy ’s  Government;  which  would 
afford  fecurity  for  thofe  objects 
which  are  confidered  as  endangered 
by  the  unequivocal  difclofure  of 
the  views  of  the  Fird  Conful,  and 
which  at  the  fame  time,  might  en¬ 
tirely  fave  the  honor  of  the  French 
Government. 

I  am,  See, 

Kawkesbury, 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth, 

Sec.  Sec.  Sec. 

( Firjl  inclofure  referred  to  in  No,  $Q>) 

THE  underfigned,  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  Ambaffador  Extraordi¬ 
nary  has  received  the  orders  of  his 
court  to  make  the  following:  com- 
munication  to  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment. 

His  Majedy  has  perceived,  with 
great  regret,  that  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  continue  to  withhold  all 
fatisfadlion  and  explanation  on  the 
points  on  which  he  has  complained, 
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and  that  at  the  time  when  they 
evade  all  difcuffion  on  the  fubjed 
of  his  reprefemations,  they  perfift 
in  their  requifition  that  the  ,iflar:d 
of  Malta  fhould  be  forthwith  eva¬ 
cuated  by  his  forces.  His  Ma jelly 
can  never  fc-  far  forest  what  is  due 

o 

to  himfelf,  and  to  his  people,  as  to 
acquiefce  in  fueli  a  courfe  of  pro¬ 
ceeding.  He  has  therefore  com¬ 
manded  the  underftgned  to  afcertain 
diftindly  from  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  whether  they  are  determined 
to  perfevere  in  withholding  all  fatis- 
fadion  and  explanation  upon  the 
points  on  which  his  Majefty  has 
complained,  or  whether  they  are 
difpofed,  without  delay,  to  give 
fuch  fatisfadion  and  explanation 
upon  the  prefer,  t  ft  ate  of  affairs,  as 
may  lead  to  an  arrangement,  which 
may  be  calculated  to  adjuft  the  dif¬ 
ferences  at  prefent'fuhfiftingbetween 
the  two  governments. 

It  is  his  Majefty ’s  anxioss  de¬ 
ft  re  that  by  adopting  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  an  end  may  be  put  to 
that  ftate  of  fufpenfe  and  uncer¬ 
tainty  which  mull  be  fo  injurious 
to  the  interefts  of  both  countries ; 
and  that  the  two  governments,,  ac¬ 
tuated  by  the  fame  principles  of  juf- 
lice  and  moderation,  may  be  led  to 
concur  in  fuch  meafures  as  are  moft 
likely  to  conduce  to  their  permanent 
tranquillity. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

( Second inclofure  referred  tain  No.  30 .) 

Heads  of  cm  Arrangement  to  be  con - 
.  eluded  by  Freaty  or  Convention 
between  his  Majefty  end  the  French 
Government . 

MALTA  to  remain  In  perpetuity 
in  the  pofteffion  of  his  Majefty. 
The  Knights  of  the  Order  of  St. 
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John  to  be  indemnified  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  for  any  Ioffes  of  property  which 
they  may  fuftain  in  confequence  of 
fuch  an  arrangement. 

Holland  and  Swifterland  to  be 
evacuated  by  the  French  troops. 

The  iiland  of  Elba  to  confirmed 
by  his  Majefty  to  France,  and 
the  King  of  Etruria  to  be  acknow¬ 
ledged. 

The  Italian  and  Ligurian  Re¬ 
publics  to  be  acknowledged  by  his 
Majefty,  provided  an  arrangement 
is  made  in  Italy  for  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  which  (hall  be  fatisfactory 
to  him. 

No.  LI. 

Extract  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord 

Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkejbury 9 

dated  Paris,  April  7,  1803. 

I  RECEIVED  your  Lordfhip’s 
dlfpatches  of  the  4th  inftant  by  the 
meftenger  WagftafF,  with  their  in- 
clofures,  yefterday  evening;  and 
ft  rail  probably  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  have  an  opportunity  of  commu¬ 
nicating  toMonfieur  de  Talleyrand 
the  note,  which  I  (hall  tranflate  for 
that  purpofe. 

No.  LIT. 

i 

Paris ,  April  n,  1803, 
My  Lord, 

SINCE  writing  the  preceding 
difpatch,  I  have  feen  M.de  Talley¬ 
rand,  and  communicated  to  him  the 
inclofed  note,  which  I  truft  your 
Lordfhip  will  find  as  clofe  a  tranila- 
tion  as  poftible,  gf  that  which  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  your  Lordfhip.  He 
read  it  over  with  much  attention, 
and  when  he  had  done  he  appeared 
to  be  in  expectation  of  fomc  other 
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communication.  Upon  defiring  he 
would  explain  himfelf,  he  faid  that 
he  was  in  hopes  I  fhould  have  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  the  heads  of  thofe 
points,  on  which  it  was  affirmed  in 
the  note  that  the  French  Govern, 
ment  had  fo  repeatedly  refufed  all 
explanation  and  fatisfadlion.  I 
told  him,  that  it  would  have  been 
entirely  ufelefs  to  repeat  what  had 
been  fo  often  urged  in  vain;  that 
he  could  not  but  know  that  the  ex¬ 
planation  required,  referred  to  the 
conduft  of  the  French  Government, 
and  the  fvftem  of  aggrandifement 
which  it  had  conflantly  purfued 
fince  the  conclufion  and  in  direUt 
violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
founded  as  it  indifputably  was  on 
the  Hate  of  pofTeffion  of  the  two 
countries  at  the  time ;  that  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  fatisfa&ion,  it  evidently 
referred  to  the  unjuftifiable  inftnua.. 
tions  and  charges  againft  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Government,  againft  the 
officer  commanding  his  forces  in 
Egypt,  and  againft  the  Britilh 
army  in  that  quarter,  contained  in 
the  official  report  of  Colonel  Sebaf- 
tiani.  Fie  was  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  admit,  that  either  of  thefe 
cafes  could  juftify.  the  affertion  of 
the  French  Government  having  re¬ 
fufed  explanation  and  fatisfadion 
on  the  ground  that  no  notice  had 
been  taken  of  thefe  tranfadions  but 
in  a  very  curfory  manner;  nor  had 
any  explanation  ever  been  required 
as  to  any  particular  tranfaftion 
whether  in  Italy  or  elfe where,  and 
if  it  had,  it  would  immediately 
have  been  given ;  and  that  the 
language  of  Colonel  Sebaftiani  was 
not  to  be  put  in  any  companion 
with  that  ufed  by  Major  Wiifon* 
in  his  account  of  the  campaign  of 
Egypt.  I  urged  the  difference  of 
a  common  publication  like  that  to 


which  he  alluded,  and  a  report  to 
the  Firft  Confui  publifhed  by  him 
in  his  official  paper.  On  this  oc- 
cafion,  M.  de  Talleyrand  was  dif- 
pofed  to  call  in  queftion  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  Moniteur.  In 
(horr,  the  moft  ungrounded  after- 
tions  were  fubftituted  for  areuments ; 
and  amongft  thefe,  1  cannot  but 
place  that  fo  often  repeated  of  the 
F'irft  Conful’s  having  entirely  given 
up  all  idea  whatever  ofEgypt,  con- 
fequently  we  could  have  no  pretext 
for  retaining  Malta. 

He  allured  me  for  the  reft,  that 
he  would  communicate  it  this  even¬ 
ing  to  the  Firft  Confui,  and  that  to¬ 
morrow  he  fhould  in  all  probability- 
have  a  communication  to  make  in 
return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Whitworth, 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord 

Rawkcfbury,  &c.  Sec.  & c. 

( Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  y  2 .) 

t 

LE  Souffigne,  ambaftadeur  ex¬ 
traordinaire  et  plenipotentiare  de 
fa  Majefte  Britannique,  a  re^u 
ordre  de  fa  cour  de  communiquer 
ce  qui  fuit  au  Gouvernement  de 
France. 

Sa  Majefte  a  vu  a  regret  que  le 
Gouvernement  de  France  continue 
a  refufer  toute  fatisfa&ion  et  toute 
explication  fur  les  objers  dont  eile 
a  a  fe  plaindre,  et  qu’en  evitant. 
toute  difeuffion  de  ce  qui  fait  le 
fujet  de  fes  reprefentations  il  perftfte 
neanmoins  a  demander  l’evacuation 
de  IT  lie  de  Mai  the  par  les  forces  de 
fa  Majefte.  Sa  Majefte  fait  trop 
ce  qu’elle  fe  doit  a  elle-meme  et  a 
fon  people  pour  acquiefcer  a  de 
pareils  procedes,  En  confequence 
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die  a  ordonne  an  Souftigne  de  favoir 
diftinCtement  da  Gouvernement  de 
France,  s’il  eft  determine  a  per- 
feverer  dans  Ton  refus  de  toute 
fatisfa&ion  et  de  toute  explication 
fur  les  objets  de  plainte  de.  fa  Ma- 
jefte,  ou  bien  s’il  eft  difpofe  a 
donner  fans  delai  cette  fatisfaftion 
et  cette  explication  fur  l’etat  aduel 
des  affaires  de  maniere  a  pouvoir 
conduire  a  un  arrangement  qui 
feroit  de  nature  a  ajufter  les  differens 
qui  acftuellement  exiftent  Nentre  les 
Deux  Gouvernemens. 

vSa  Majefte  defire  fmcerement 
l’adoption  de  ce moyen  que  mettroit 
fin  a  un  etat  de  fufpenfion  et  d’in- 
certitude  ft  nuifible  a  I’interet  des 
Deux  Nations,  et  de  voir  que  les 
Deux  Gouvernemens  agiffant  par 
les  memes  principes  de  juftice  et  de 
moderation  puiffent  s’entendre  pour 
concourir  aux  mefures  les  plus  fuf- 
ceptibles  de  leur  affurer  une  tran- 
quillite  permanente. 

Le  Soufiigne  prie  fon  excellence 
M.  de  Talleyrand  d’agreer  1’aiTu- 
ranee  de  fa  haute  confideration. 

Wh  ITWORTHo 

No.  LIII.  • 

Paris,  April  9,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

IN  my  converfation  yefterday 
evening  with  M.  de  Talleyrand,  I 
found  him,  after  he  had  feen  the 
Firft  Conful,  more  difpofed  to  con- 
teft  the  fubftance  of  the  note  which 
I  had  prefented  the  day  before,  than 
to  afford  any  further  explanation. 
He  faid,  that  in  order  to  proceed 
regularly,  it  would  be  neceffary 
that  the  French  Government  fhould 
be  informed  precifely  what  were  the 
objefts  which  had  created  fuch  un- 
eaiinefs,  and  on  which  it  was  alleged 
Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol.  III.  New 


all  explanation  had  been  refufed* 
That  although  this  had,  perhaps* 
been  touched  upon  in  general  coni 
verfation,  yet  no  fpecific  charge  had 
been  adduced  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  demand  a  formal  explanation* 
I  told  him  that  if  the  objeCl  of  the 
French  Government  was  to  protra<T 
the  prefen  t  ft  ate  of  fufpence  and 
uncertainty,  that  objedl  might  be 
anfwered  to  the  extent  indeed  of  a 
very  few  days,  by  forcing  me  to 
fuch  a  reference;  but  I  muft  at  the 
fame  time  declare  to  him,  that  it 
could  be  productive  of  no  advan¬ 
tage,  and  would  ferve  only  to  pro¬ 
voke  fuch  a  recapitulation  of  the 
fyftem  and  conduit  which  France 
had  purfued  fince  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  as  would  have  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  manifefto,  every  item 
of  which  would  carry  conviction  to 
every  individual  in  Europe;  that 
it  appeared  therefore  more  likely  to 
anfwer  the  end  which  both  parties 
propofed,  that  of  haftening  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  an  amicable  arrangement, 
to  take  up  the  bufinefs  on  the  bafis 
which  I  fhould  propofe,  and  by 
which  they  would  admit  no  more 
than  what  was  incontrovertible, 
namely,  that  if  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  exercifed  a  right  of  extending 
its  influence  and  territory,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  Great  Britain  had,  if  (he 
chole  to  avail  herfelf  of  it,  (which 
I  was  confident  fhb  would  not  do 
further  than  was  neceffary  as  a 
meafure  of  fecurity,)  an  undoubted 
right  to  feek  a  coUnnterpoife.  He 
did  not  feem  inclined  to  dffpute 
this  pofition,  but  rather  to  admit 
that  fuch  a  right  did  exift,  and 
might  be  claimed  in  confequence  of 
the  acquilitions  which  had  been 
made  by  France.  On  the  point  of 
fatisfaCIion  I  found  him  much  more 
Series*  *  T  obftinate. 


274*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


obftinate.  He  faid  that  the  birft 
Conful  was  hurt  at  the  expreffion 
( [athfaBion ),  to  which  he  gave  an 
interpretation  I 'had  never  under- 
ftood  belonged  to  it,  as  implying 
fuperiority  ;  fo  that  if  the  Britifh 
Government  required  ffitisfacti.cn  of 
the  French,  it  arrogated  to  itfelf  a 
fuperiority.  I  told  him,  what  cer¬ 
tainly  muft  be  underftood  by  every 
one,  that  the  demand  of  fatisfadtion 
implied  that  one  party  had  been  of¬ 
fended  by  another,  and  of  courfe 
had  a  right  to  demand  fuch  fatisfac- 
tion ;  that  an  inferior  had  an  equal 
right  with  his  fuperior  to  demand 
it ;  but  in  the  cafe  in  quell  ion  there 
was  perfeft  equality,  and  confe- 
quently  there  was  no  offence  to  be 
found  but  in  the  conduct  which 
rendered  fuch  an  appeal  neceffary. 
The  difcuffion  of  this  point  took 
up  a  confiderable  time  without 
producing  any  thing  decifive. 

We  at  laft  came  to  the  main 
point  of  the  bulinefs ;  and  on  this  I 
cannot  fay  any  real  progrefs  has 
been  made.  M.  de  Talleyrand  re¬ 
peated  to  me  that  the  Firft  Conful 
had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to 
avoid  the  neceffity  of  going  to  war, 
and  that  there  was  no  facrifice  he 
would  not  make,  fhort  of  his  honor, 
to  obtain  this  end.  Is  there,  faid 
M..  de  Talleyrand,  no  means  of 
fatisfying  both  parties;  for  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  Firft  Conful  in¬ 
fills,  and  will  always  infill,  on  the 
full  execution  of  the  treaty,  he  will 
not  objedt  to  any  mode  by  which 
you  may  acquire  the  fecurity  you 
think  fo  needfary.  You  are  not 
fatisfied  with  the  independence  of 
Neapolitan  troops  ;  what  others 
will  anfwer  the  purpofe  ?  he  then 
ftarted  the  idea  of  a  mixed  Garrifon, 
conapofed  of  Englifh,  French,  Ita¬ 
lian,  Germans,  &c,  He  begged 


that  I  would  refer  once  more  to 
your  Lordfhip,  and  fubmit  the  in- 
clofed  paper,  which  he  drew  up  in 
my  prefence.  I  told  him  that  we 
were  only  lofing  time  by  fuch  a  re¬ 
ference;  that  my  inftrudlions  were 
pofitive,  and  had  certainly  not  been 
fent  me  without  the  ful left  confidera- 
tion.  I  could  not,  however,  refufe 
what  he  fo  earneftly  required ;  and 
your  Lordfhip  will  fee  by  the  paper 
how  the  matter  refts  after  this  con¬ 
ference.  I  will  confefs  to  your 
Lordfhip,  that  my  motive  for  con- 
fenting  to- forward  this  fort  of  pro- 
pofai  is  that  hippo  ling  we  fhould 
find  the  Firft  Conful  as  obftinate  as 
he  now  appears  to  be  on  the  point 
of  abandoning  Malta  to  us  in  per¬ 
petuity,  and  that  a-  temporary  pof- 
leffion  might  be  confidered  as  the 
next  beft  thing,  foraething  of  this- 
kind  might  derive  from  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth, 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  &c.  &c.  See. 

i 

( Inclofute  referred  to  in  No.  yj./ 

THE  converfation  with  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand  to-day  has  led  us  to  this 
refult :  every  thing  ydiich  may  tend 
to  violate  the  independance  of  the 
Order  of  Malta,  will  never  be  con- 
fented  to  by  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  Every  thing  which  may 
tend  to  put  an  end  to  the  prefen  t 
difficulties,  or  be  agreeable  to  the 
Englifh  Government,  and  which 
fhall  not  be  contrary  to  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens,  the  French  Government 
have  no  objection  to  make  a  parti¬ 
cular  convention  refpe&ingit.  The 
motives  of  this  convention  fhall  be 

infer  tod 
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imeftcd  in  the  preamble,  and  {hall 
relate  to  the  refpedlive  grievances 
concerning  which  the  two  Govern¬ 
ments  {hall  think  it  advifeable  to 
come  to  an  underftanding  with  each 
other. 

No.  LIV. 

Extract  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord 
Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkejhury , 
dated  Paris ,  April  ia,  1803. 

SINCE  my  laft  the  negotiation 
is  at  a  iland,  in  the  expectation,  I 
fuppofe,  of  the  anfwer  which  may 
arrive,  to  the  overture  which  I 
communicated  to  your  Lordihip  on 
the  9th  inftant,  and  which  is  ex¬ 
pected  here  to  produce  a  good  ef¬ 
fect,  netwithftanding  the  litte  hope 
I  have  given.  To-morrow  I  (hall, 
in  all  probability,  be  in  poffeffion 
of  this  anfwerfrom  your  Lordihip, 
and  be  enabled  to  fpeak  {till  more 
po  {Lively. 

No.  LV. 

Downing  Street ,  April  13,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

_  HIS  Majefty  has  received  from 
his  Charge  d’  Affaires  at  Hamburgh, 
the  moft  extraordinary  account  of 
the  conduCt  of  Monfieur  Reinhard, 
the  French  Minilter  at  that  place, 
with  refpeCt  to  a  molt  grofs  and  un¬ 
warrantable  libel  upon  his  Majefty 's 
Government.  Lie  has  been  afTured 
that  the  french  Minilter,  having 
propofed  the  infertion  of  that  libel 
in  the  official  gazette  of  the  town 
of  Hamburgh,  and  the  infertion  of 
it  having  in  the  firft  inftance  been 
xefufed,  the  french  Minilter  went 
fo  far  as  to  demand,  in  his  official 
capacity,  the  infertion  of  that  ar- 
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tide  by  order  of  the  Senate.  HiS 
Majefty  is  unwilling  to  believe 
that  the  french  Government  could 
have  authorized  fo  outrageous  an 
attack  upon  his  Majefty  and  his 
Government,  and  fo  daring  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  independence  of  a 
Neutral  State.  It  is  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure,  that  you  fhould  communi¬ 
cate  thefe  circumftances  to  the 
French  Government,  and  ftate  at 
the  fame  time  the  impoffibility  of 
bringing  the  prefent  difcuffions  to 
an  amicable  conclufion,  unlefs  fome 
fatisfaCIion  {hall  be  given  to  his 
Majefty  for  the  indignity  which 
has  thus  been  offered  to  him  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe  by  the  French 
Minifter  at  Hamburgh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  Hawkesburt. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth, 

K.  B.  See.  Sc c.  See. 

No.  LVI. 

Downing  Street,  April  13,  1S03. 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Excellency’s  difpatches 
have  been  received,  and  laid  before 
the  King. 

His  Majefty  has  obferved,  w  Lh 
great  fatisfaCIion,  the  admiffion 
by  the  french  Government  of 
the  Juftice  of  his  claim  to  fome 
compenfation  in  confequence  of 
the  increafed  power  and  influence 
of  France,  fince  the  period  of  the 
conclufion  of  the  definitive,  treaty. 

Although,  under  the  circum¬ 
ftances  of  your  converfation  with 
M.  Talleyrand,  and  particularly 
after  the  note  verbale  which  he 
gave  to  you,  it  might  have  been 

*  T  2  expedient 
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expedient  that  you  fhould  have 
deferred  prefenting  the  project, 
contained  in  my  difpalch  No.  7, 
in  the  form  of  a  projett,  it  is  de- 
iirable  that  you  fhould  communi¬ 
cate  without  delay  in  forne  mode 
or  other,  the  contents  of  that  pro¬ 
ject,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcer rain¬ 
ing  diffin&ly  whether  the  condi¬ 
tions  are  fuch  as  to  induce  the 
French  Government  to  give  way 
upon  the  Ouefi:  ion  of  Malta. 
Thefe  conditions  (  appear  to  His 
Majefty  fo  well  calculated  to  fave 
the  honour  of  the  F rench  go¬ 
vernment  on  the  fubjebt  of  Malta 
— if  the  queftion  of  Malta  is 
principally  confidered  by  them 
as  a  queftion  of  honour — and  at  the 
fame  time  hold  out  to  them  fuch 
important  advantages,  that  the 
fuccefs  ol  the  proportion  is  at  leaft 
worth  trying,  particularly  as  the 
refql t  of  it  might  be  productive  of 
the  molt  eafy  means  of  adjufting 
the  mod  material  of  our  prefent 
differences. 

With  refpedt  to  the  after t ion  fo 
often  advanced  and  repeated  by 
M.  Talleyrand  in  your  laft  con- 
verfations  of  the  non -execution  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  relative  to 
Malta,  I  have  only  to  obferve 
again,  that  the  execution  of  that 
article  is  become  impracticable 
from  caufes  which  it  has  not  been 
in  the  power  of  his  Majefty  to  con- 
troul.  That  the  greateft  part  of  the 
funds  afiigned  to  the  fupport  of  the 
order,  and  indifpenfably  neceffary 
for  the  independence  of  the  order 
and  defence  of  the  illand,  have  been 
fequeftrated  fince  the  conclufton  of 
the  definitive  treaty,  in  direft  re¬ 
pugnance  to  the  fpirit  and  letter  of 
that  treaty ;  and  that  two  of  the 
principal  powers  who  were  invited 


to  accede  as  guarantees  to  the  ar¬ 
rangement,  have  refufed  their  a e- 
ceftion,  except  on  the  conditions 
that  the  part  of  the  arrangement 
which  was  deemed  fo  material  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Maltefe  inhabitants 
fhould  be  entirely  cancelled.  The 
conduct  of  the  French  Government 
fince  the  conclufton  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  gives  his  Majefty  a  right, 
which  is  now  at  length  admitted 
by  themfelves,  to  demand  iome 
compenfation  for  the  paft,  and 
fecurity  for  the  future.  Such 
compenfation  could  never  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  obtained  by  the  poffef- 
fion  of  an  Ifland,  which  would 
entail  a  very  heavy  expence  on 
this  country  — and  the  degree  of 
fecurity  which Would  be  provided 
by  thefe  means,  would  only  be 
fuch  as  his  Majefty,  under  the 
prefent  circumftances,  is  entitled 
to  demand. 

I  obferve  in  the  note  verbale  of 
Monfieur  Talleyrand,  he  makes 
ufe  of  the  expreftion,  the'  independence 
ef  the  jsrder  of  Malta.  If  this  is 
meant  to  apply  to  the  order  exclu- 
fively,  his  Majefty  would  be  wil¬ 
ling,  for  the  prefervation  of  peace, 
that  the  civil  government  of  the 
ifland  fhould  be  given  to  the' order 
of  St.  John  ;  the  Maltefe  enjoying 
the  privileges  which  were  ftipu- 
latted  in  their  favour  in  the  treaty 
of  Amiens ;  and  that,  conformably 
to  principles  which  have  been 
adopted  on  other  occafions,  the 
fortifications  of  the  ifland  fhould 
be  garrifoned  for  ever  by  the 
troops  of  his  majefty. 

In  the  event  of  either  of  thefe 
propofitions  being  found  unattain¬ 
able,  his  majefty  might  be  difpo- 
fed  to  confent  to  an  arrangement 
by  which  the  ifland  of  Malta 

would 
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would  remain  in  his  polfeffion  for  a 
limited  number  of  years,  and  to 
wave  in  confequence  his  demand 
for  a  perpetual  occupation, provided 
that  the  number  of  Years  was  not 
lefs  than  ten,  and  that  his  Sicilian 
Majefly  could  be  induced  to  cede 
the  fovereignty  of  the  illand  of 
Lampedofa  for  a  valuable  confi- 
deration.  If  this  proportion  is 
admitted,  the  illand  of  Malta 
fhould  be  given  up  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
and  it  fhould  be  acknowledged  as 
an  independent  Hate.  In  this 
cafe,  his  Majefly  would  be  ready 
to  concur  in  any  arrangement  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  order  of 
St.  John  in  fome  other  part  of 
Europe. 

You  will  not  refufe  to  liften  to 
any  proportion  which  the  French 
government  may  be  difpofed  to 
make  to  you  with  a  view  to  an 
equivalent  fecurity  for  thofe  obi 
jedls  in  regard  to  which  his  ma- 
jefty  claims  the  polfeffion  or  occu¬ 
pation  of  Malta;  but  the  three 
proportions  to  which  I  have  above 
alluded,  appear,  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  to  furnilh  the  only  bafis  for 
a  fatisfaftory  arrangement ;  and 
you  will  decline  receiving  any 
propofition  which  does  not  appear 
to  you  to  offer  advantages  to  his 
Majefly  as  fubftantial  as  that  which 
I  have  laid  flated. 

It  is  very  delirable  that  you 
fhould  bring  the  negociation  to  an 
iffue,  if  poffible,  without  referring 
to  his  Ma jelly’s  Government  for 
further  inllruftions,  after  the  re¬ 
receipt 'of  this  difpatch ;  and  if 
you  fhould  be  of  opinion,  that 
there  is  no  hopes  of  bringing  it  to 
a  favourable  conclulion,  you  may 
inform  M,  Talleyrand  of  the  ne- 
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ceffity  you  will  be  under,  after  a 
certain  time  to  leave  Paris, 
i  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth, 

K.  B.  See.  & c.  Sec. 

\  1 

No.  LV1I. 

Paris,  April  1 8,  1  Soj. 

My  Lord, 

I- did  not  fail  to  put  into  im¬ 
mediate  execution  the  inllrudlions 
contained  in  your  Lordfhip’s  dif¬ 
patch  (No.  ii).  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  libel  inferted  by  the  French 
minifter  in  the  Hamburgh  gazette. 

I  reprefented  the  outrageous  and 
unprecedented  conduft  of  M. 
Rheinhardt  in  fuch  terms  as  it  de- 
ferves  ;  and  fairly  declared  to  M. 
de  Talleyrand,  that,  until  fatisfac- 
tion  fhall  be  given  to  his  Majefty 
for  the  indignity  which  has  been 
offered  him  by  the  French  minifter 
in  his  official  charader,  there  could 
be  no  poffibility  whatever  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  prefent  difeuffion  to  an 
amicable  iiiue.  M.  de  Talleyrand 
allured  me,  that  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  faw  the  condufl  of  M. 
de  Rheinhardt  in  the  fame  light 
as  his  Majefty’s  minifters,  and 
that  they  could  not  be  more  fur- 
prifed  than  the  firdt  Conful  had 
been  at  feeing  fush  an  article  in¬ 
ferted  by  authority  ;  that  an  im¬ 
mediate  explanation  had  been  re¬ 
quired  of  M.  Rheinhardt,  five 
days  ago,  and  if  his  condua  had 
been  fuch  as  had  been  reprefented, 
he  would,  doubtlefs,  feel  the  effea 
of  the  firft  Conful’s  difpleafure ; 
and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  I, 
*  -  3  might 
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might  inform  your  lordfhip  that 
he  was  completely  difa vowed.  I 
told  M.  de  Talleyrand,  that,  as 
the  infult  had  been  public,  it  would 
be  neceffary  that  the  reparation 
fhould  be  fo  alfo.  He  anfwered  me 
again,  that  the  fir  ft  Conful  confi¬ 
de  red  M.  Rheinhardt’s  conduct  as 
fo  reprehenfible  that  every  fatisfac- 
tion  might  be  expe&ed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Hawkef- 

bury,  &c.  Sc c.  See. 

No.  LVIII. 

Paris ,  April  i  S,  1803. 

My  lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordfhip’s  difpatches  of  the  13th 
inftant. 

I  faw  Jofeph  Bonaparte  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  receipt  of  your 
lordfhip’s  difpatch;  and  without 
troubling  your  lordfhip  with  a  re¬ 
petition  of  the  arguments  I  ufed  to 
haften  the  conclufion  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  amongft  which  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  convince  him  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  preventing  the  ultima¬ 
tum  which  would  inevitably  follow 
the  rejection  of  what  I  had  to 
propofe,  I  wifi  briefly  ftate,  that 
on  finding  it  perfectly  impradfti- 
cable  to  eflablifh  the  principle  . 
our  keeping  poffeflion  of  Mult  a  in 
perpetuity,  I  delivered  to  him  in 
writing  the  fecond  propofal  I  had 
to  make.  He  did  not  fail  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  by  this  modification  the 
difficulty  which  he  confidered  as 
infurmountable  was  not  removed ; 
that  although  the  order  was  ref- 


tored,  it  could  not  be  confidered 
as  independent,  and,  in  fadt,  Malta 
would  belong  to  that  power  which 
had  pofleffion  of  the  forts.  I  en¬ 
forced-  the  adoption  of  this  plan  by 
every  reafon  which  could  ferve  to 
recommend  it ;  but  the  poffefTion 
in  perpetuity  was  conftantly  urged 
as  a  difficulty  which  nothing  ‘could 
remove.  Our  converfation  lafted 
near  two  hours.  I  confefs  that  I 
gained  no  (olid  .ground  of  hope  that 
the  projeH,  which  he  allured  me 
he  would  take  to  thefirft  Conful  at 
St.  Cloud,  would  be  adopted.  But 
he  faid  -that  he  was  not  without 
hope  that  he  might  be  authorized 
to  propofe  to  me  the  occupation 
of  the  fort  reffes  fora  term  of  years. 
It  was  my  with,  that  fuch  a  pro¬ 
pofal  fhould  come  from  him  rather 
than  from  me.  I  told  him  that  I 
did  not  well  fee  how  fuch  a  tenure 
■would  fuit  us;  but  that  I  wifhed 
too  fincerely  to  avoid  the  fatal 
extremities  to  which  I  faw  the 
difeuffion  was  tending,  not  to  give 
any  reafonable  propofal  which  might 
be  made  on  their  part  every  afiift- 
ance  in  my  power.  This  propofal 
originated  with  him,  and  was 
therefore  received  by  me  merely 
as  a  matter  which  I  would  refer  to 
your  lordfhip.  If  however  I  caii 
bring  the  matter  to  an  immediate 
conclufion,  and  without  further 
reference  to  your  lordfhip  on  the 
1  01  our  retaining  pofleffion 

of  the  fortrefles  of  Malta  for  a 
term  of  years  not  lefts  than  that 
pointed  out  by  your  lordfhip,  and 
with  the  aflurance  that  this  govern¬ 
ment  will  not  oppofe  the  ceffion  of 
the  ifland  of  Lampedofa,  I  fhali 
have  great  pleafure  in  announcing 
to  your  lordfhip  fuch  a  conclufion. 

I  do  not  enter  into  detail  of  the 

con- 
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converfation  which  I  had  the  fame 
morning  with  M.  de  Talleyrand, 
immediately  upon  leaving  Jofeph 
Bonaparte,  as  it  differed  in  no  wife 
from  what  I  have  above  mentioned. 
He  fuggefted  alfo  the  poffibility  of 
coming  to  an  arrangement  on  the 
ground  of  a  temporary  occupation, 
and  I  made  him  the  fame  anfvver. 
Such  is  the  Hate  of  the  difcuffion 
at  this  moment.  I  am  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  hearing  very  fhortly  either 
from  jofeph  Bonaparte  or  M.  de 
Talleyrand  ;  and  1  am  not  without 
hopes  that  I  may  be  able  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  your  lordfhip,  that  fuch 
an  arrangement  is  made,  as  may 
anfwer  his  Majefty’s  expectations, 
in  a  very  few  days.  Your  lord¬ 
fhip  may  be  affured,  that  I  feel  the 
necefiity  of  expedition.  Were  it 
lefs  urgent,  I  might  perhaps  hope 
to  bring  the  difcuffion  to  even  a 
more  favourable  iffue. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Ha w kef- 
bury,  See.  See.  Sec. 

[Inclof ure  referred  to  in  No.  LVIII.) 

HIS  Majefty  will  confent,  for 
the  fake  of  prelerving  peace,  that 
the  government  of  the  ill  and  of 
Malta  (hall  be  given  to  the  order 
of  St.John  ;  the  Maltefe  enjoying 
thofe  privileges  which  have  been 
granted  on  former  occafions.  The 
fortifications  of  the  ifland  (hall  be 
occupied  in  perpetuity  by  the 
troops  of  his  Majefty. 

No.  LIX. 

Paris ,  April  20,  I  803. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAD  hoped  that  the  firft 
extraordinary  meffenger  I  fhould 
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have  had  occafion  to  fend,  would 
have  been  to  announce  to  your 
lordfhip,  that  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  two  governments  were 
adjufted  on  one  of  the  modifications 
pointed  out  to  me  by  my  laft  in- 
ftru&ions  from  your  lordfhip.  In 
this  expe&ation  I  am  deceived.  I 
faw  jofeph  Bonaparte  the  night  be¬ 
fore  laft,  before  I  had  fealed  up 
my  difpatches  of  that  evening  to 
your  lordfhip ;  but  as  all  he  faid, 
tended  only  to  juftify  the  hope  I 
had  given  your  lordfhip  in  thofe 
difpatches,  I  added  nothing  to 
them.  He  affured  me  pofitively, 
that  I  fhould  hear  from  M.  de 
Talleyrand  in  the  courfe  of  yefter- 
day  morning,  and  that  a  meeting 
would  be  appointed  in  order  to 
fettle  the  term  of  years  for  which 
the  firft  Conful  might  be  induced 
to  confent  to  the  ceffion  of  Malta. 
It  is  true  that  he  declared,  that  in 
order  to  gain  his  confent,  it  would 
be  neceffary  to  hold  out  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  was  willing  to  offer  in  return, 
meaning  the  acknowledgments  of 
the  new  governments  in  Italy.  I 
told  him  that  this  offer  was  made 
only  with  a  view  to  the  poffeffion 
of  Malta  in  perpetuity  ;  but  after 
fome  converfation,  I  gave  him  to 
underftand,  that  I  would  not  refufe 
to  admit  the  demand,  fub  J'perati , 
on  the  condition,  that  the  cdfion 
fhould  be  made  for  a  confiderable 
term  of  years  ;  that  Holland  and 
Switzerland  fhould  be  e\  acuated  ; 
and  that  a  fuitable  provifion  fhould 
be  made  for  the  king  of  Sardinia. 
He  feemed  to  think  there  could  be 
no  difficulty  in  this  arrangement ; 
and  I  left  him  in  the  perfuafion, 
that  I  fhould  the  next  day,  yefter- 
day,  or  this  morning,  receive  the 
liimmons  from  M.  de  Talleyrand, 

*  T  4  which 
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which  he  had  given  me  reafon 
to  exp: ‘ft. 

I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  no  fuch 
fumraons  has  been  received  by  me, 
neither  has  any  further  notice  been 
taken  of  the  bufinefs.  So  That  I 
feel,  that  I  (houid  betray  the  con¬ 
fidence  your  lordfhip  may  place  in 
me  were  I  to  delay  any  longer  re¬ 
queuing,  that  I  may  be  imme¬ 
diately  furnifhed  with  the  terms  on 
which  his  majefty  s  minifters  would 
be  willing  to  conclude,  and  which 
probably  will  not  differ  much  from 
thofe  above  Hated,  in  order  that  I 
may  propofe  them  in  the  form  of  an 
ultimatum  ;  and  that  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  period  allowed  for 
deliberation,  I  may  be  authorized 
not  only  to  declare  hat  I  am  to 
leave  Paris,  but  actually  fo  to  do, 
unlefo  in  the  ntermediate  time,  the 
French  government  fhould  accede 
to  our  demands.  1 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

Fight  Honourable  Lord  Hawkef- 

buiy,  See.  See.  See. 

No.  LX. 

Downing- Street)  April  23,  1803. 

\  •  ? 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  excellency’s  dispatches 
of  the  18th  and  20th  inftant  have 
been  received,  and  la  d  before  the 
king. 

It  is  necefiary  for  me  to  do  little 
'more  on  he  prefent  occafron  than 
to  refer  11  ou  ro  my  difpatch  of  the 
13th  of  April,  in  which  I  Hated  to 
you  tie  fevera!  propolitions  on 
which  alone,  in  the  judgment  of 
b'c  Maj : H \  ,  the  differences  be- 
*'  '•  eon- . .  ry  and  France 
cc  ■■  j':  ■  ...  -  aAoruy  aLuHed. 


If,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  dif¬ 
patch,  it  fhall  nor  have  been  in 
your  power  to  bring  the  negocia- 
tion  ro  a  conclusion  on  any  of  he 
propolitions  to  which  I  have  above 
referred,  it  is  his  Majefty’s  plea- 
fure  that  you  Ihouid  Gommunicate, 
officially,  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  that  you  have  gone,  in  point 
of  conceflion,  to  the  full  extent  of 
your  inftrudlions :  and  that,  if  an 
arrangement,  founded  upon  one  of 
thefe  proportions,  cannot  be  con¬ 
cluded  without  further  delay,  you 
have  received  his  Majefty* s  com¬ 
mands  to  return  to  England. 

His  Majefty  can  only  confent  to 
reltnquilh  the  permanent  occupation 
of  Malta  by  his  forces,  on  the  con¬ 
ditions  that  the  temporary  poffef- 
fion  fhall  not  be  lefs  than  ten  years  ; 
that  the  authority,  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  (hall,  during  that  period,  re¬ 
main  folely  in  his  Majefty  ;  and 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  that  pe¬ 
riod,  the  iiland  fhall  be  given  up 
to  the  Inhabitants,  and  not  to  the 
order;  and  provided  likewife,  that 
his  Sicilian  Majefty  fhall  be  in¬ 
duced  to  cede  to  his  Majefty  the 
Iiland  of  Lampedofa.  It  is  indif- 
penfable  that,  as  a  part  of  this  ar¬ 
rangement,  Holland  fhould  be  eva¬ 
cuated  by  the  French  troops  within 
a  fhort  period  after  the  conclufion 
of  a  convention  by  which  all  thofe 
proviftons  are  fecured.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  will  confent  to  acknowledge 
the  new  Italian  ftates,  upon  the 
condition  that  ftipulations  in  favor 
of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  and  of 
Switzerland,  form  a  part  of  this 
arrangement. 

It  is  his  Majefty’s  pleafure  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the 
of  the  negmia  ion,  you  fhould  de¬ 
lay  your  departure  from  Paris  no 
longer  than  may  be  indifpen  hbiy 
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neceflary  for  your  perfonal  con¬ 
venience  ;  and  that  you  fhould  in 
120  cafe  remain  there,  after  the  re- 
ceipt  of  this  difpatch,  more  than 
feven  days.  i 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Hawke  s>b  cry. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Whitworth, 
K.  B.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  LXI. 

Paris,  April  23,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

AS  I  heard  nothing  from  M.  de 
Talleyrand,  [  called  on  him  on 
Thurfday,  in  order  to  learn  the 
effect  of  the  propoial  which  I  had 
made  conformably  to  your  lord- 
Ihip’s  inftrudtions,  on  the  bafis  of 
a  perpetual  poffeffion  of  the  forts 
of  Malta,  on  re-eftablifhing  the 
order  in  the  civil  government  of 
the  ill  and.  tie  told  me,  that  if  I 
had  called  on  him  fooner,  he  fhould 
two  days  ago  have  communicated 
to  me  the  firlt  Conful’s  anfwer, 
which  was,  that  no  confideration 
on  earth  fhould  induce  him  to  con- 
fent  to  a  conceffion  in  perpetuity 
of  Malta,  in  any  fhape  whatever : 
and  that  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the 
order  was  not  fo  much  the  point  to 
be  difeuffed,  as  that  of  fuffering 
Great  Britain  to  acquire  a  polfeffion 
in  the  Mediterranean.  I  told  him 
that  I  did  not  call  fooner  becaufe 
I  had  been  given  to  underhand, 
that  he  would  have  himfelf  pro- 
pofed  it  to  me,  for  the  purpofe  of 
communicating  the  anfwer  of  the 
firft  conful ;  and  that  it  did  not  in 
any  fhape  become  me  to  put  mv. 
felf  on  the  footing  of  a  folicitor  in 
his  tranfaftion.  After  fome  con- 
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verfation,  and  finding  (what  I  moft 
fincereiy  believe  to  be  the  cafe) 
that  the  fiift  Confui's  determina¬ 
tion  was  fixed  on  the  point  of  a 
poffeffion  of  Malta  in  perpetuity; 

I  repeated  to  him  what  l  had  pre- 
v  oully  fuggeifed  to  jofeph  Bona¬ 
parte,  the  modification  which  I  had 
to  p-opofe,  namely,  that  for  the 
Hke  of  peace,  his  Mayefty  would 
be  willing  to  wave  his  pretenfions 
to  a  poffoffion  in  perpetuity,  and 
would  confent  to  hold  Malta  for  a  , 
certain  number  of  years  to  be 
agreed  upon,  on  the  condition  that 
no  opposition  fhould  be  made  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  to  any  negotiation  his  ma- 
majefty  might  fet  on  foot  with 
his  Sicilian  Majefty  for  the  ac- 
quilition. of  the  ifland  of  Lampedofa; 
We  difeuffed  this  propofal  in  a 
converfation  of  fome  length,  and  I 
made  life  of  all  the  arguments 
which  have  been  furnifhed  me  by 
your  lord  hip,  or  which  occurred 
to  me  in  its  favour.  I  begged  him 
particularly  to  recoiled  that  we 
were  in  adual  poffeffion  of  the  ob¬ 
ject,  and  that  therefore  every  mo¬ 
dification  tending  to  limit  that 
pofTeffion  was  in  fid  a  conceffion 
on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  and  a 
proof  of  his  defire  to  fa cr idee  to 
his  love  of  peace,  the  juft  claim 
which  he  had  acquired  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  conduct  of  France 
and  which  had  recently  been  ad¬ 
mitted,  Oi  a  much  more  confider- 
able  com penfaticn  and  court terpoife, 
M.  de  Talleyrand  did  not  feem  dif- 
pofed  to  difpute  any  of  my  pofi- 
tions,  and  I  left  him,  I  confefs, 
fully  impreffed  with  the  idea  that 
the  next  day  (Friday)  I  fhould 
find  him  prepared  to  treat  on  this 
ground,  and  ihar  the  only  difficult 
point  to  be  arranged  would  be  the 

number 
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number  of  years  for  which  Malta 
ftiould  be  ceded  to  his  Majefty. 

Your  iordfhip  will  conceive  my 
furprife  when  on  feeing  him  the 
next  day,  he  told  me  that  although 
he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  from 
the  firft  Conful  all  we  wiftied,  dill 
the  proportion  he  had  to  make 
would,  he  trufted,  be  fuch  as  fully 
to  anfwer  the  purpofe.  'He  then 
faid  that  the  firft  Co'hful  would,  on 
no  terms  hear  either  of  a  perpe¬ 
tual  or  a  temporary  pcKTeffion  of 
Malta ;  that  his  objeH  was  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens ; 
and  that  rather  than  fubmit  to  fuch 
an  arrangement  as  that  I  had  laft 
propofed,  he  would  even  confent  to 
our  keeping  the  object  in  difpute 
for  ever.  In  the  one,  there  was  an 
appearance  of  generofity  and  mag¬ 
nanimity  ;  but  in  the  other,  no¬ 
thing  but  weaknefs  and  the  effeH 
of  coercion  :  that  therefore  his  re- 
folution  was  taken,  and  what  he 
had  to  propofe  was  the  poflfeftion  we 
required  of  the  iftand  of  Lampedofa, 
or  of  any  other  of  the  frnall  iiles 
of  which  there  were  three  or  four 
between  Malta  and  the  coaft  of 
Africa  ;  that  fuch  a  pofTeffion  would 
be  fufficient  for  the  object  we  had 
in  view,  which  was  a  ftation  in  the 
Mediterranean  as  a  place  of  refuge 
and  fecurity  for  any  fquadron  we 
might  find  it  convenient  to  keep  in 
that  fea.  I  fuffered  him  to  ex¬ 
patiate  a  confiderable  time,  and 
without  interruption,  on  the  great 
advantages  we  were  to  derive  from 
fuch  an  acquifition,  as  well  as  on 
the  confidence  which  the  firft  Con¬ 
ful  repofed  in  our  pacific  intention 
in  lending  a  hand  to  fuch  an  eita- 
bliftimenu  He  concluded  by  de¬ 
firing  I  would  tranfmit  this  pro- 
pofal  to  }'  o r :  Iordfhip,  I  told 


him  that  I  was  extremely  forry  in¬ 
deed  to  find  that  we  had  made 
fuch  little  progrefs  in  the  negotia¬ 
tion  ;  that  my  orders  were  pofitive; 
that  I  could  hear  of  nothing  fhort 
of  what  I  had  propofed,  neither 
could  I  poftibly  undertake  to  make 
fuch  a  propofal  to  his  Majefty, 
fince  every  word  of  my  inftruftions 
(from  which  I  certainly  fhould  not 
depart)  applied  pofitiveiy  to  Malta, 
unlefs  an  equivalent  fecurity  could 
be  offered,  and  fureiy  he  would  not 
pretend  to  tell  me  that  Lampedofa 
could  be  confidered  as  fuch  ;  that 
the  pofTeffion  of  Malta  was  neceflary 
for  our  fecurity,  and  was  rendered 
fo  not  from  any  defire  of  aggran¬ 
dizement  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jefiy,  but  by  the  conduft  of  the 
French  Government ;  and  that  fo 
ftrongly  were  we  imprefted  writh 
the  necefiity,  that  rather  than  aban¬ 
don  it,  we  were  prepared  to  go 
to  war.  That  it  was  on  this 
ground  I  muft  declare  to  him,  that 
I  could  neither  take  upon  mvfelf  to 
forward  fuch  a  propofal  as  he  had 
made  to  me,  or  indeed  any  thing 
fhort  of  what  I  had  laft  propofed 
as  a  fair  equivalent.  That  in  fo 
doing,  I  afled  in  conformity  to 
his  majefty’s  views,  who  would 
moft  affuredly  difapprove  of  my 
conduct,  were  I,  by  unneceflarily 
protraifting  the  negociation,  to  add 
one  day,  or  one  hour,  if  it  could 
be  avoided,  to  the  fufpence  and 
anxiety  under  which  his  own  fub- 
jefls,  and  all  Europe  muft  labour  at 
fuch  a  crifts ;  that  I  had  hoped  the 
French  government,  actuated  by 
the  fame  generous  motives,  would 
have  adled  in  the  fame  manner ; 
that  it  might,  by  purfuing  a  con¬ 
trary  line  of  conduff,  gain  ftill  a 
few  days ;  but  I  muft  declare, 

that 
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that  in  a  very  fhort  time  I  fhould 
have  to  communicate  to  him  thofe 
very  terms  from  which  his  were  fo 
wide,  but  to  draw  nearer  to  which 
was,  perhaps,  the  object  of  his  ne¬ 
gotiating,  in  the  form  of  an  ulti¬ 
matum,  which  would  at  lead  have 
one  good  effeft,  that  of  bringing 
the  matter  to  an  iffue,  and  the 
certainty  even  of  war  was  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  prefent  date  of  inde- 
cilion. 

To  all  I  could  fay  M.  Talley¬ 
rand  objected  the  dignity  and  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  fird  Conful,  which 
could  not  admit  of  his  confenting 
to  any  thing  which  might  carry 
with  it  the  appearance  of  yielding 
to  a  threat.  I  told  him  that  it 
never  could  be  admitted  that  the 
fird  conful  had  a  right  to  a<5l  in 
fiich  a  manner  as  to  excite  jealoufy 
and  create  alarm  in  every  date  of 
Europe,  and  when  aiked  for  expla¬ 
nation  or  fecurity,  fay  that  it  was 
contrary  to  his  honour  or  his  dig¬ 
nity  to  afford  either.  Such  argu¬ 
ments  might  perhaps  do  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  fome  of  thofe  Governments 
with  which  France  had  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  treat,  or  more  pro¬ 
perly  to  diftate  to,  but  never  could 
be  ufed  to  Great  Britain  ;  that  his 
Majefty  had  a  right  to  fpeak  freely 
his  opinion,  and  poffeffed  alfo  the 
means,  whenever  he  chofe  to  em¬ 
ploy  them,-  of  oppofing  a  barrier  to 
the  ambition  of  any  individual, 
or  of  any  date  which  fhould  be  dif- 
pofed  to  threaten  the  fecurity  of 
his  dominions,  or  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe. 

Our  converfation  concluded  by 
M.  de  Talleyrand’s  affuring  me 
that  he  would  report  the  fabdance 
of  it  to  the  fird  Conful  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  that  probably  he  fhould 
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have  occafion  to  fee  me  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See . 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord 

Hawkefhury,  &c.  Sec,  &c. 

No.  62. 

Paris 9  Abril  25,  i8oj« 
My  Lord, 

THE  converfation  I  had  on 
Saturday  Morning  with  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand,  has  produced  nothing  from 
which  I  can  draw  a  more  favourable 
conciufion  as  to  the  refult  of  the 
negotiation,  than  when  I  lad  ad- 
d reded  your  lordfhip.  He  told  me, 
that  although  he  had  feen  the  fird; 
Conful  the  night  before,  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  add  to  what  he  had  com¬ 
municated  to  me  on  Friday  ;  that 
the  fird  Conful  was  determined  not 
to  give  his  confent  to  our  retaining 
Malta,  either  in  perpetuity  or  for 
a  term,  although  of  the  two  he 
would  prefer  the  former  tenure  as 
the  lefs  repugnant  to  his  feelings ; 
that  he  was  therefore  ordered  to 
repeat  the  propofal  he  had  lately 
made  me,  of  acceding  to  our  de¬ 
mand  of  Lampedofa  or  any  of  the 
neighbouring  iflands  ;  and  that  as 
our  object  was  to  obtain  a  fettlc- 
ment  in  the  Mediterranean,  he  ima¬ 
gined  that  which  we  had  ourfelves 
pointed  out  would  anfwer  every 
purpofe  we  might  have  in  view. 
But  at  all  events,  the  fird  Conful 
neither  could  nor  would  relinquifh 
his  claim  to  the  full  execution  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens.  To  this  I 
could  only  repeat  what  I  had  al¬ 
ready  faid  to  him  on  the  inadequacy 
of  fuch  a  propofal,  and  of  the  im- 

poffi- 
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poffibility  in  which  I  found  myfelf 
to  trar.fmit  it  to  your  lordfhip.  I 
lamented  the  courfe  which  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  taking*  and  that  the 
flrftConful  fhould  have  fo  little  re¬ 
gard  to  the  dreadful  confequences 
which  in  lift  enfue,  as  to  fuffer  them 
to  be  outweighed  by  a  miftaken  no¬ 
tion  of  dignity.  And  I  added,  that 
notwithftanding  the  acquiefcence 
which  he  might  have  met  with 
from  others,  the  plea  of  its  being 
incompatible  with  the  dignity  of 
the  French  government  to  give  fa_ 
tisfadiion  or  fecurity,  wdien  both 
might  with  juftice  be  demanded, 
could  never  be  admitted  by  Great 
Britain. 

M.  de  Talleyrand  heard  every 
thing  I  could  fay  with  the  utmoft 
patience,  notwithftanding  he  had 
nothing  fatisfadiory  to  fay,  and 
feemed  unwilling  to  break  up  the 
conference.  He  conftantly  brought 
forward  rhe  fame  inadmiffible  pro- 
pofal,  requefting  that  I  would  'at 
leaft  communicate  it  to  your  lord¬ 
fhip.  This  I  told  him  I  could  not 
refufe  to  do,  fince  every  thing 
which  pa ffed  between  him  and  me 
muft  of  courfe  make  the  fubjedt  of 
my  reports  to  your  lordfhip.  I 
declared  however,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  1  fhould  not  think  myfelf  by 
any  means  authorized  to  fufpend 
the  execution  of  any  inftrudfions  I 
might  receive,  tending  to  bring 
the  negociation  to  an  ilfue,  in  the 
expedition  of  any  change  which 
fuch  a  propofal  might  produce.  All 
I  could  do,  and  that  I  would  cer¬ 
tainly  do,  would  be  to  commu¬ 
nicate  the  ultimatum,  if  his  Ma. 
jefty  fhould  think  proper  to  furnifh 
me  with  it,  confidentially  to  M. 
de  Talleyrand,  before  i.  prefented 
It  officially  to  him,  as  minifter 


for  foreign  affairs.  He  affured  me 
that  he  fhould  confider  fuch  a  con- 
dudf  as  a  further  proof  of  my 
deftre  to  conciliate,  and  that  he 
could  not  yet  forbear  hoping  that 
the  differences  might  be  adjufted. 
I  repeated  that  if  his  hope  was 
founded  on  the  expedition  of 
his  Majefty’s  being  induced  to 
recede  from  his  demand,  it  would 
be  deceiving  himfelf  to  cherifh 
it. 

The  remainder  of  the  conver- 
fation  turned  on  the  calamities 
which  would  follow  the  failure  of 
our  endeavour  to  avoid  a  rupture. 
Fie  infinuated  that  Holland,  Naples, 
and  other  countries  connected  with 
Great  Britain,  would  be  the  firft 
victims  of  the  war.  I  afked  him 
whether  he  thought  that  fuch  a 
condudl  would  ■  add  to  the  glory 
of  the  firft  Conful,  dr  whe¬ 
ther  the  falling  on  the  innocent  and 
defencelefs  would  not  rather  tar- 
nifh  it,  and  ultimately  unite  againft 
him,  not  only  the  honeft  men  in 
his  own  country,  but  every  govern¬ 
ment  in  Europe.  That  it  certainly 
would  excite  more  deteftation  than 
terror  in  England,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  would  ferve  to  imprefs 
upon  us  If  ill  more  ftrongly  the 
neceffity  of  omitting  no  means  of 
circumicribing  a  power  fo  perni- 
cioully  exerted.  ]  could  not  help 
adding,  that  although  no  adi  of 
hoftility  had  adfually  taken  place, 
yet  the  inveteracy  with  which 
our  commerce,  our  induftry,  and 
our  credit  had  been  attacked  in 
every  part  to  which  French  in¬ 
fluence  could  be  extended,  did  in 
fadl  aimoft  amount  to  the  fame, 
fince  it  went  to  prove,  in  addition 
to  the  general  fyftem  of  the  firft 
Conful,  that  his  objedh  was  to  pur- 
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fue  under  the  malk  of  peace,  the 
fame  line  of  conduft  in  which  the 
preceding  governments'  had  aided. 

I  now  truft  entirely  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  ultimatum,  which  will 
at  leaft  convince  him  that  we  are 
in  earned,  and  that  he  has  nothing 
to  expert  from  protraftion.  I 
fhall  not  however,  as  I  faid  before, 
make  ufe  of  this  officially,  until  X 
have  tried  its  effect  in  a  more  con¬ 
ciliatory  manner. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed}  Whitworth. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Hawkelbury,  &c.  Sc c.  Sec. 

P.  S.  Your  lordfhip’s  difpatches 
of  the  23d  with  their  inclofures, 
were  delivered  to  me  by  Shaw  this 
evening  at  nine  o’clock.  I  fhall 
fee  M.  de  Talleyrand  to-morrow 
morning  ;  and  I  truft  your  lord- 
Ihip  will  not  difapprove  my  follow¬ 
ing  the  line  of  conduft  I  had  pro- 
pofed,  and  which  I  have  mentioned 
to  your  lordlhip  of  informing  him 
of  the  nature  of  my  inft ruffians  a 
few  hours  before  I  carry  them  offi¬ 
cially  into  execution. 

■  W. 

No.  LXIIX. 

Extra  l?  ef  a  D  if  patch  from  Lord 
IVhit-uoorih  t&  Lord  Ha'wkeJburj , 
dated  Paris  y  April  27,  1803. 

I  AVAIL  myfelf  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  a  meffenger  paffing 
through  from  Conftantinople  and 
Vienna,  to  inform  your  lordfhip, 
of  the  ft  tte  of  the  negotiation  at 
this  moment.  I  communicated 
to  M.  de  Talleyrand  the  purport 
of  my  inftrudions  of  the  23d,  yef. 
terday  at  four  o’clock.  He  im- 
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mediately  a  Iked  me  if  the  pofteffion 
of  Malta  was  ftill  inftfted  upon. 

I  told  him  nioft  certainly  it  was  ; 
and  I  repeated  to  him  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  terms  on  which  it  was 
yet  poffible  to  conclude  the  bufmefs. 
That  thefe  were,  the  pofteffion  of 
Malta,  for  ten  years,  during  which 
period  the  authority,  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary,  was  to  remain  folely  in 
his  Majefty,  and  that  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  that  term,  it  was  to  be 
given  up  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
not  to  the  order ;  provided  alfo 
that  his  Sicilian  Majefty  (hall  be 
induced  to  cede  to  his  Majefty 
the  ifland  of  Lampedofa ;  that  Hol¬ 
land  fhould  be  evacuated  by  the 
French  troops  within  a  month 
alter  the  conclufton  of  a  convention 
by  which  all  thefe  provifions  dial! 
be  fecured  ;  and  that  his  Majefty 
would  confent  to  acknowledge  the 
new  Italian  ftates,  provided  ftipu- 
1  ations  we're  made  .in  favour  of 
his  Sardinian  Majefty  and  of  Swit¬ 
zerland. 

I  had  no  fooncr  made  kn  wn 
thefe  conditions  than  M.  de  Tal¬ 
leyrand  told  me  it  would  be  per¬ 
fectly  tmneceftary  to  delay  the  offi-  ' 
dal  communication ;  for,,  as  the 
pofteffion  of  Malta  was  ftill  in. 
lifted  upon,  although  for  a  term, 
the  firft  confui  would  not  confent 
to  them.  I  accordingly  did  re¬ 
pear  them  to  him  in  the  manner 
he  defired  ;  wh?n  he  told  me  that 
he  comprehended  perfectly  what 
we  required,  but  that  in"  fimilar 
cafes  it  was  ufual  to  ftate  the  de¬ 
mand  in  writing,  and  he  defired 
I  would  give  him  a  note  upon  the 
fubjeCL  '  1  told  him  that  I  would 
repeat  to  him,  once  more,  or  as 
often  as;  he  pleafed,  the  exprefs 
terms  which  1  had  ftated  to  him, 
and  that  as  my  communication  to 

him 
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him  was  verbal,  I  fhouid  of  courfe 
be  content  with  an  anfwer  in  the 
fame  form.  He  confented  at  length 
to  receive  it,  and  to  communicate 
to  me  the  hr  ft  Confabs  anfwer  as 
foon  as  poflible.  I  ddfired  that 
he  would  recollect  that  Tuefday 
next  mu  ft  be  the  day  of  my  de¬ 
parture. 

No.  LX1V. 

MxtraB  of  a  D  if  patch  from  Lord 

Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkejbury , 

dated  April  29,  1 803. 

MY  laft  letter  to  your  lord- 
fh ip  was  of  yefterday  evening. 
This  morning  a  perfon  came  to  me 
whom  I  fufpebt  of  being  employed 
by  the  firft  Conful  for  the  purpofe. 
of  afcertaining  my  fentiments,  and 
told  me  that  I  fhouid,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  receive  a  letter 
from  M.  de  Talleyrand,  drawn  up 
under  the  infpedion  of  the  firft 
Conful,  which  although  not  ex¬ 
actly  what  I  might  wifh,  was  how¬ 
ever  fo  moderate  as  to  afford  me  a 
well-grounded  hope,  and  might 
certainly  be  fufficient  to  induce  me 
to  delay,  for  a  ftiort  time,  my  de¬ 
parture.  I  told  him  that  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  great  fatisfadion 
to  me  to  perceive  a  probability 
of  bringing  the  negotiation  to  a 
favourable  iffue  ;  and  that  I  fhouid 
be  extremely  forry  to  fpoil  the 
bufinefs  by  any  ufelefs  precipitation. 
But  it  mull  be  recollected  that  I 
adted  in  conformity  to  inftrudf  ions  ; 
that  thofe  inftrudtions  were  pofi- 
tive  ;  that  by  them  I  was  enjoined 
to  leave  Paris  on  Tuefday  next, 
unlefs  in  the  intermediate  time  cer¬ 
tain  conditions  were  agreed  to. 


Having  received  no  letter  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  about  four 
o'clock  I  went  to  M.  de  Talley¬ 
rand  ;  I  told  him  that  my  anxiety 
to  learn  whether  he  had  any  thing 
favourable  to  tell  me,  brought  me 
to  him,  and  in  cafe  he  had  not,  to 
recall  to  his  recolledion  that  Tuef¬ 
day  was  the  day  on  which  I  mu  ft 
leave  Paris,  and  to  requeft  that  he 
would  have  the  neceffary  paffports 
prepared  for  me  and  my  family. 
He  appeared  evidently  embarrafled, 
and  after  fome  hefitation  obferved, 
that  he  could  not  fuppofe  I  fhouid 
really  go  away  ;  but  that  at  all 
events  the  firft  Conful  never  would 
recall  his  ambaftador.  To  this 
I  replied,  his  Majefty  recalled  me 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  ne¬ 
gotiation,  on  the  principle  that 
even  actual  war  was  preferable  to 
the  ftate  of  fufpenfe  in  which  Eng¬ 
land,  and  indeed  all  Europe,  had 
been  kept  for  fo  long  a  fpace  of  time. 

From  the  tenour  of  his  con- 
verfation,  I  fhouid  rather  be  led 
to  think  that  he  does  not  confider 
the  cafe  as  defperate.  Upon  my 
leaving  him  he  repeatedly  faid, 
f  ai  encore  de  E  Ef pair* 

,  Saturday  Evening. 

P,  S.  This  day  has  paffed  with¬ 
out  any  occurrence  whatever.  The 
letter  in  queftion  is  not  yet  ar¬ 
rived. 

No.  LXV. 

Extra  ft  of  a  D  if  patch  from  Lord 
Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkejbury , 
dated  May  2,  1803. 

ANOTHER  Day  has  paffed 
over  without  producing  any  change. 

I  de- 
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I  determined  to  go  myfelf  to  M. 
ds  Talleyrand,  and  to  deliver,  in- 
ftead  of  fending,  the  inclofed  let¬ 
ter.  I  told  him  that  it  was  with 
great  reluctance  that  I  came  to 
make  this  laft  application  to  him. 
That  I  had  long  fince  informed 
him  of  the  extent  of  the  term 
which  had  been  affigned  for  my 
ftay  at  Paris,  and  that  as  I  had 
received  to  this  moment  no  anfwer 
whatever  to  the  propofal  I  had  re¬ 
peatedly  made,  I  could  no  longer 
delay  requiring  him  to  furnifh  me 
with  the  neceffary  paffports  for  the 
return  of  myfelf,  my  family,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  million  to  Eng¬ 
land.  Upon  this  I  gave  him  the 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclofe, 
and  on  reading  it  he  appeared  fome- 
what  ftartled.  He  lamented  that 
fo  much  time  had  been  loll  ;  but 
faid  that  enough  remained,  if  I 
was  authorized  to  negotiate  upon 
other  terms.  I  could  of  courfe 
but  repeat  to  him,  that  I  had  no 
other  terms  to  propefe,  and  that 
therefore  unlefs  the  firft  Conful 
could  fo  far  gain  upon  himfelf  as 
to  facrifice  a  falfe  punftilio  to  the 
certainty  of  a  war  of  which  no  one 
could  forefee  the  confequence,  no¬ 
thing  could  poffibly  prevent  my 
departure  to-morrow  night.  He 
hoped,  he  faid,  this  was  not  fo  near  ; 
that  he  would  communicate  my 
letter,  and  what  I  had  faid  to  the 
firft  Conful  immediately,  and  that 
in  all  probability  I  Ihould  hear 
from  him  this  evening.  I  thought 
it,  however,  right  to  apprize  him 
that  it  was  quite  impoffible  I  could 
be  induced  to  difobey  his  Majefty's 
orders,  and  protraCt  a  Negociation 
on  terms  fo  difadvantageous  to  our- 
felves,  unlefs  he  fhould  furnifh  me 
with  fuch  a  j unification  as  would 

i 
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leave  me  no  room  to  hefitate  ;  and 
that  I  did  not  fee  any  thing  fhort 
of  a  full  acquiefcence  in  his  Ma~ 
jefty’s  demands  could  have  that 
effetffi. — He  repeated  that  he  would 
report  the  converfation  to  the  firft 
Conful,  and  that  I  ihould  fhortly 
hear  from  him. 

In  this  ftate  the  hufmefs  now 
refts  ;  I  am  expecting  either  a  pro- 
pofition  or  my  paffports,  and  am 
confequently  taking  every  mea- 
fure  lor  fetting  out  to-morrow- 
night. 

( Inclofure ' referred  to  in  No.  6$.) 

Paris,  May  2,  1 8oj,> 
Sir 

WHEN  I  had  the  honor  on 
Tuefday  laft  of  communicating  to 
you  officially  the  laft  propofitions 
which  I  was  inftruCted  by  my 
Court  to  fubmit  to  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment,  for  the  fake  of  removing 
the  prefen t  difficulties,  I  had  the 
honor  to  announce  to  you,  that  in 
cafe  the  Firft  Conful  fhould  not 
confent  to  thefe propofitions*!  fhould 
find  myfelf  under  the  necefiity  of 
leaving  Paris  in  eight  days.  We 
are  nearly  arrived  at  the  end  of 
this  period,  without  my  having 
received  any  anfwer  to  this 
communication.  It  remains  for 
me  only,  therefore,  to  obey  the 
order's  of  the  Kin?  mv  mafter  to 
return  to  him  ;  and  for  this  purpofe 
I  entreat  you,  Sir,  to  have  the 
goodnefs  to  furnifh  me  with  the 
neceffary  paffports. 

I  feize  this  opportunity  of  re¬ 
newing  to  your  Excellency  the 
affirmances  of  my  high  considera¬ 
tion. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

His  Excellency  M.  de  Talleyrand. 

No. 
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No.  LXVI. 

hxirail  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord 
Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkejbury , 
dated  Paris ,  Wednefday  Morning , 
Mhy  4,  I  803* 

SOON  after  I  had  difpatchcd 
the  meffenger  the  night  before  lad, 
with  my  difpatches  of  the  3d,  I 
received  a  communication  from  M. 
deTalleyrand,of  which  I  inclofe  a 
copy,  the  purport  of  which  was  fo 
completely  Ihort  of  every  thing 
which  could  be  fatisfaCtory,  that  I 
did  not  think  myfelf  authorized  to 
enter  into  any  difcufiion  upon  it ; 
and  as  early  as  I  could  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  I  returned  the 
anfwer  of  which  the  inclofed  is  a 
copy. 

After  this  I  concluded,  of  courfe, 
that  there  was  an  end  to  the  nego¬ 
tiation.  I  had  for  Tome  days  pad 
been  preparing  for  my  departure; 
every  meafure  was  taken  for  fetting 
out  at  four  o’clock  this  morning, 
and  we  were  expecting'  only  the 
paffports  which  I  had  demanded, 
far  the  purpofe  ©f  ordering  the  pod 
horfes.  The  day  and  the  evening 
puffed  without  the  paffports  having 
been  fent ;  and  whilft  we  were  de¬ 
liberating  on  the  motives  of  fuch  a 
delay,  about  1 2  o’clock  at  night, 
a  gentleman  who  was  with  me  re¬ 
ceived  a  communication  which  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  it  was  not  meant  fo 
give  me  my  paffports  without 
another  attempt,  and  I  was,  there¬ 
fore,  not  furprized  when  about 
one  o’clock  I  received  the  inclofed 
note  from  M.  de  Talleyrand. 

In  this  duration  I  am  waiting 
the  hour  of  rendezvous  wiih  M. 
de  Talleyrand. 


( Firjl  Inclofiire  referred  /<?  in  TVs,  66  *j 

THE  under fignecl  has  reported 
to  the  BTrft  Conful  the  converfa- 
tion  which  he  had  with  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Lord  Whitworth  on  the  6th 
of  this  month,  and  in  which  his 
Excellency  announced,  that  his 
Britannic  Majefty  had  ordered  him 
to  make,  verbally,  in  his  name,  the 
following  demands : 

iff.  That  his  Britannic  Majefty 
fhouid  retain  his  troops  at  Malta 
for  ten  years. 

2d.  That  the  if! and  of  Lampe- 
dofa  fnould  be  ceded  to  him  in  full 
poffefSon . 

3d.  That  the  French  troops 
fhouid  evacuate  Holland. 

And  that  if  no  convention  or 
this  bafts  fhouid  have  been  ftgned 
within  a  week,  his  Excellency  Lord 
"Whitworth  had  orders  to  terminate 
his  million,  and  to  return  to  London. 

On  the  demand  made  by  the  un- 
derftgned,  that  Lord  Whitworth 
would,  in  conformity  to  the  ufage 
of  all  ages  and  of  all  countries, 
give  in  writing  what  he  himfelf 
called  the  ultimatum  of  his  Govern¬ 
ment,  his  Excellency  declared,  that 
his  inftruHions  exprefsiy  forbad 
him  to  tranfmit  on  this  objeft  any 
written  note. 

Thd  intentions  of  the  Firft  Con- 
fnl  being  entirely  pacific,  the  under- 
ftgned  difpenfes  with  making  any 
obfervation  on  fo  new  and  fo  ftrange 
a  manner  of  treating  on  affairs  of 
this  importance. 

And,  in  order  to  give  a  frefh 
teftimony  of  the  value  which  he  at¬ 
taches  to  the  continuance  of  peace, 
the  Firft  Conful  has  directed  the 
underftgned  to  make  the  following 
notification  in  the  accuftomed  ftyle 
andiorms. 
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As  the  Iflandof  Lampedofa  does 
not  belong  to  France,  it  is  not  for 
the  Firft  Conful  either  to  accede  to 
or  to  refufe  the  defire  teftified  by 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  of  having 
this  illand  in  his  poffeffion. 

With  regard  to  the  Idand  of 
Malta,  as  the  demand  made  refped- 
ing  it  by  his  Britannic  Majefty 
would  change  a  formal  djfpofition 
in  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the  Firft 
Conful  cannot  but  previoully  com¬ 
municate  it  to  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Spain,  and  to  the  Batavian  Re¬ 
public,  contracting  parties  to  the 
laid  treaty,  in  order  to  know  their 
opinion  ;  and  befides,  as  the  fti- 
pulations  relative  to  Malta  have 
been  guaranteed  by  their  Majefties 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Ruflia,  and  the  King  of 
Pruifia,  the  contracting  parties  to 
the  treaty  of  Amiens,  before  they 
agree  to  any  change  in  the  article 
©f  Malta,  are  bound  to  concert 
with  the  guaranteeing  powers. 

The  Firft  Conful  will  not  refufe 
this  concert,  but  it  belongs  not  to 
him  to  propofe  it,  fince  it  is  not 
he  who  urges  any  change  in  the 
guaranteed  ftipulations. 

With  regard  to  the  evacuation 
of  Holland  by  the  French  troops, 
the  Firft  Conful  has  no  difficulty  in 
di reCling  the  underftgned  to  repeat 
that  the  French  troops  fhall  eva¬ 
cuate  Holland  at  the  inftant  that 
the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  fhall  be  executed  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  underftgned  avails  himfelf 
of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  his 
Excellency  the  Engliih  Ambaffador, 
the  alfurance  of  his  high  conftder- 
ation. 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 
Paris,  12  Floreal,  Year  11,  (2d 

May  1  S03.) 

Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol.  III.  New 


( Second Inclofure  referred  to  in  No .66.) 

THE  underftgned,  in  anfwer  to 
the  note  which  M.  de  Talleyrand 
tranfinitted  to  him  yefterday  even¬ 
ing,  has  the  honour  to  obferve  to 
him,  that  the  king  has  had  no  other 
motive  in  feeking  to  accelerate  the 
proceedings  of  the  negotiation, 
than  to  relieve  as  foon  as  poffible 
the  two  countries  the  molt  inte- 
fefted,  and  Europe  in  general, 
from  the  ftate  of  fufpence  in  which 
they  are  placed.  It  is  with  great 
regret  that  he  perceives  nothing  in 
his  Excellency’s  note  which  can. 
correfpond  with  this  intention,  and 
confequently  nothing  that  can  juf- 
tify  him  in  delaying  to  obey  the 
orders  of  his  court.  It  remains, 
therefore,  only  to  requeft  the  Mi- 
nifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  give 
him  the  means  of  obeying  them, 
by  furnifhing  him  with  the  necef- 
fary  paffports  for  his  return.  It 
is,  however,  neceffary  for  him  to 
redify  a  miftake  which  has  crept 
into  M.  de  Talleyrand’s  note. 
The  underftgned  did  not  fay  he 
was  exprefsly  forbidden  to  tranfmit 
any  written  note  on  the  objed  of 
the  difeuffion,  but  that  he  was  not 

authorized  to  do  it,  and  that  he 

* 

would  not  take  that  refponftbility 
on  himfelf. 

He  avails  himfelf  on  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  renew  to  his  Excellency 
M.  de  Talleyrand  the  affurances  of 
hishigheft  conftderation. 

t 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 
Paris,  3d  May  1 803. 
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(Thirdlnchfure  referred  fo  in  No .66.) 

Paris,  May  J,  1803* 

-  -  -  '  \  s' 

My  Lord, 

having  to-morrow  morning 
to  make  to  you  a  communication  of 
the  greateft  importance,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  of  it 
without  delay,  in  order  that  you 
may  not  exped  this  evening  the 
pa  Aborts  which  you  had  demanded. 

I  propofe  that  you  fhould  call  to¬ 
morrow  at  half- pa  ft  four  at  the  fo¬ 
reign  department. 

Receive,  my  Lord,  the  afiurance 
of  my  high  confederation.  > 

(Signed) 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 
No.  LXVII. 

Extra  P  - of  a  Difpatch  frsm  Lard 
Wb  it’zvorth  to  Lord  Ha^vhjlury  y 
dated  Parity  Wednefday  Evening, 
May  4,  1S03. 

I  AM  this  moment  come  from 
M.  de  Talleyrand.  The  inclofed 
note  will  {hew  your  lordftup,  that 
the  idea  which  has,  been  thrown 
out,  is  to  give  Malta  to  Ruflia. 

My  only  inducement  for  having 
undertaken  to  refer  again  to  your 
lordfhip,  is.to  avoid  every  reproach 
of  precipitation.  The  difference 
will  be  but  five  days,  and  I  have 
declared,  that  I  fee  fo  many  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  plan,  that  although  I 
would  not  refufe  their  folicitation 
to  fend  it,  I  could  give  no  hope 
"  whatever  of  its  being  accepted  as  a 
ground  of  negotiations 


( Inc lofure  referred  to  in  No.  67  •) 

THE  underfigned  has  fubmitted 
to  the  Firft  Conful  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  Ambaffador’s  note  of  the 
3d  inftant. 

After  the  laft  communication 
addreffed  to  his  excellency,  it  is 
more  difficult  than  ever  to  conceive 
how  a  great,  powerful,  and  en¬ 
lightened  nation,  can  be  willing  to 
take  upon  itfelf  to  declare  a  war 
which  would  be  accompanied  by 
fuch  heavy  calamities,  and  the 
caufe  of  which  would  be  fo  infig- 
nificant,  the  object  in  queftion  be* 
ing  a  miferable  rock. 

His  exceljency  muft  have  been 
aware  that  the  two-fold  neceffity 
of  making  an  agreement  with  the 
guarantying  powers  of  the  treaty 
of  Amiens,  and  of  not  violating  a 
compact  in  the  execution  of  which 
the  honor  of  France,  the  fecurity 
tor  the  future,  and  the  good-faith 
of  the  diplomatic  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  nations  of  Europe,  were 
fo  deeply  interefted,  had  impofed  a 
law  upon  the  French  Government 
of  difearding  every  proportion  dia¬ 
metrically  contrary  to  the  Treaty 
of  Amiens.  .  Neverthelefs  the  Firft 
Conful,  accuftomed  for  two  months 
to  make  every  fpecies  of  facrifice 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace,  would 
not  rejeft  a  Mezzo- termino  of  a 
nature  to  conciliate  the  interefts 
and  dignity  of  the  two  countries. 

Ilis  Britannic  Majefty  appears 
to  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
Neapolitan  Garrifon  which  was  to 
be  placed  at  Malta,  would  not 
aftord  a  fufficient  force  for  fecuring 
the  actual  independence  of  the 
ifland, 
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This  motive  being  the  only  one 
which  can  explain  his  Majefty’s 
refufal  to  evacuate  the  ifland,  the 
Firft  Coniul  is  ready  to  confent  that 
the  ifland  of  Malta  lhall  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  three 
powers  who  have  guarantied  its 
independence,  either  Auftria,Rnllia, 
or  Pruffia,  with  a  provifo  that  as 
jfoon  as  France  and  England  lhall 
have  come  to  an  agreement  upon 
this  article,  they  lhall  unite  in 
their  requifitions  to  engage  the 
other  powers,  either  contrafling, 
or  acceeding  to  the  Treaty  of  Ami¬ 
ens,  to  confent  to  it. 

Were  it  poftible  that  this,  propo¬ 
rtion  fhould  not  be  accepted,  it 
would  be  manifeft  not  only  that 
England  never  intended  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  but  that  Ihe  has  not  been 
actuated  by  good-faith  in  any  of 
her  demands,  and  that  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  France  conceded  one  point, 
the  Britifh  Government  advanced 
another.  If  this  fhould  be  demon- 
firated,  the  Firft  Conful  will  at 
leaft  have  given  another  proof  of 
bis  fincerity,  of  his  anxiety  to  de- 
vife  the  means  of  avoiding  war,  of 
hi  s  eagernefs  to  embrace  them,  and 
of  the  value  which  he  would  place 
on  their  being  adopted. 

The  underfigned  embraces  this 
opportunity  of  renewing  to  his 
Excellency  Lord  Whitworth  the 
alfurance  of  his  high  confideration. 

Cha.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

Paris  1 4  thy  Flo  real,  xi . 

No.  LXVTII. 

Downing  Street ,  May  7,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Excellency’s  Difpatches 

t 


have  been  received,  and  laid  before 
the  king. 

The  propofitions  which  have 
been  made  to  you  on  the  part  of 
the  French  Government,  and  which 
have  induced  your  excellency  to 
delay  your  departure  until  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  Meffenger  Sylvefter, 
are  in  every  refped  fo  loofe,  inde¬ 
finite,  and  unfatisfadory,  and  fall 
fo  far  fhort  of  the  juft  pretenfions 
of  his  Majefty,  that  it  is  impofiible 
that  the  French  Government  could 
have  expeded  them  to  have  been 
accepted.  During  the  whole  of 
the  difcuftions  which  have  lately 
occurred,  his  Majefty  has  had  a 
right  to  confider  himfelf  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  injured  party.  No 
means  have  been  omiitted  on  his 
part  to  induce  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  to  make  a  full  and  early  ex¬ 
planation  of  their  views,  and  to 
afford  to  his  Majefty  that  fatifo 
faction  and  fecurity  to  which  he 
confidered  himfelf  to  be  intitled. 
It  was  in  confequence  of  the  appa¬ 
rent  determination  of  the  French. 
Government  to  evade  all  difcuflion 
on  the  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries,  that  his  Majefty 
was  induced  to  ftate  the  grounds  on 
which,  according  to  his  views,  an 
arrangement  might  be  concluded 
fatislactory  ro  both  Governments  ; 
and  he  accordingly  authorized  your 
excellency  to  communicate  the 
three  projects  which  at  different 
times  I  had  forwarded  to  you. 

Until  the  *■ very  moment  when  your 
excellency  was  about  ro  leave  Pa¬ 
ris,  the  French  Government  have 
avoided  making  any  diftind  pro- 
pofition  for  the  fet dement  of  the 
differences  between  the  two  court- . 
tries,  and  when  at  the  very  inftant 
of  your  departure,  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  felt  themfelves  compelled 
to  bring  forward  fonte  proportion, 
*  U  2  r  they 
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they  confined,  that  propofition  to  a 
part  only  ©f  the  {ubje6li.il  dificuffion, 
and  on  that  part  of  it,  what  they 
have  brought  forward  is  wholly  in- 
admiffible. 

The  French  Government  propofe 
that  his  Majefty  fhould  give  up 
the  Ifiand  of  Malta  to  a  Ruffian, 
Auftrian,  or  Pruffian  Garrifon.  If 
his  majefty  could  be  difpofed  to 
wave  his  demand  for  a  temporary 
occupation  of  the  Ifiand  of  Malta, 
the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  would  be  the 
only  fovereign  to  whom,  in  the 
prelent  ft  ate  of  Europe,  he  could 
confcnt  that  the  ifiand  fhould  be 
affigned  ;  and  his  Majefty  has  cer¬ 
tain  and  authentic  information, 
that  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  would 
on  no  account  confent  to  garrifon 
Malta.  Under  thefe  circumftances 
his  majefty  perfe veres  in  his  deter¬ 
mination  to  adhere  to  the  fubftance 
of  his  third  project  as  his  Ultima¬ 
tum  :  As,  however,  the  principal 
obje&ion  ftated  by  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  to  his  Majefty  *s  propo¬ 
fition  is  underftood  to  be  confined 
to  the  infertion  of  an  article  in  a 
public  treaty  by  which,  his  Majefty 
Ill  all  have  a  right  to  remain  in  the 
pofteffion  of  the  Ifiand  ot  Malta  tor 
a  definite  number  of  years,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  will  confent  that  the  number 
of  years  ( being  in  no  cafe  left  than 
ten)  may  be  ftated  in  a  fecret  arti¬ 
cle  ;  and  the  public  articles  may  be 
agreed  to  conformably  to  the  in- 
clofed  project.  By  this  expedient, 
thefuppofed  point  of  honour  of  the 
French  Government  might  behaved. 
The  independence  of  the  Ifiand  of 
Malta  would,  in  principle,  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  the  temporary 
occupation  of  his  Majefty  would 
be  made  to  depend  alone  on  the  pre¬ 
sent  flute  of  the  IJland  of  Lamp  edofa . 

You  may  propofe  this  idea  to.M. 
Talleyrand,  at  the  fame  time  a  fill ¬ 
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ring  him,  that  his  Majefty  is  de¬ 
termined  to  adhere  to  the  fubftance 
of  his  Ultimatum.  And  if  you 
fliall  not  be  able  to  conclude  the 
minute  of  an  arrangement  on  this 
principle,  you  will  on  no  account 
remain  in  Paris  more  than  thirty- 
fix  hours  after  the  receipt  of  this 
difpatch. 

I  obferve  by  your  difpatch,  you 
did  not  confider  yourfelf  as  autho¬ 
rized  to  deliver  to  the  French  Go- 
verpment  any  note  or  projedl  in 
writing.  The  words  of  my  dif¬ 
patch  were,  that  you  were  to  com¬ 
municate  the  terms  officially ,  which 
left  it  at  your  own  diferetion  to 
communicate  them  verbally  or  in 
writing,  as  you  might  judge  moft 
expedient.  You  Were  certainly 
right  in  communicating  them,  in 
the  firit  inftance,  verbally  ;  but  as 
fo  much  ftrefs  has  been  laid  by  M. 
Talleyrand  on  this  diftindtion,  it  is 
important  that  Lfiiouid  inform  you?. 
that  his  Majefty  neither  had  nor 
has  any  objection  to  your  deliver¬ 
ing  the  inelofed  project  as  an  Ulti¬ 
matum,  accompanied  by  a  finert 
note  in  writing. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  difpatch 
without  recalling  again  your  at¬ 
tention  to  theconduft  of  the  French 
Minifter  at  Hamburgh,  and  refer¬ 
ring  you  to  my  inftruftions,  by 
which  you  fhould  abftain  from  con¬ 
cluding  the  arrangement,  unlefs  you 
have  received  from  M.  Talleyrand 
an  affurance  that  his  conduct  would 
be  publicly  difa vowed. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  &c.  &c„ 
(Signed)  Hawkesbury* 

To  his  Excellency  LordWhitwortlv 

& c.  &c.  & c. 
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■Extract  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  IVhit- 
nvorth  to  Lord  II acjjkejbu ry ,  dated 
Fan's,  May  9,  1S03. 

THE  MefTenger  Sylvefter  is  ar¬ 
rived  with  your  Lordfhip’s  Dif¬ 
patch,  No.  15,  of  the  7th  of  May. 

As  foon  as  I  received  your  Lord- 
(hip’s  infuruHicns,  I  prepared  a 
mandated  copy  of  the  project  fur* 
nifhed  me  by  your  Lordlhip,  and  a 
fhort  note  with  which  it  is  my  in¬ 
tention  to  accompany  the  commu¬ 
nication.  I  then  fent  a  perfon  to 
-Monfieur  de  Talleyrand,  to  know 
when  I  could  fee  him,  'and  I  was 
informed  that  he  was  at  St.  Cloud. 

I  foon  after  learnt,  that  he  was 
gone  there  in  confequence  of  the 
accident  which  happened  yefterday 
to  the  Firfl  Conful.  I  underhand 
that  no  bad  eonfequences  are  likely 
to  enfue,  and  that  he  is  able  to 
tranfaH  bulinefs.  I  cannot,  how¬ 
ever,  expeft  to  fee  M.  Talleyrand 
before  to-morrow  morning.  Al¬ 
though  this  circumflance  may  caufe 
a  delay  of  a  few  hours,  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  may  be  allured,  that  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  thofe  inftrudions  with 
which  you  have  furnilhed  me,  fhall 
not  be  protracted.  I  (hall  leave 
Paris  mod  alfuredly,  or  have  con¬ 
cluded  a  fatisfaftory  arrangement, 
within  the  time  fpecified  by  your 
Lordfhip,  reckoning  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  my  being  able  to  make  an 
official  communication,  rather  than 
from  that  of  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordfhip’s  letter. 

No.  LXX. 

Extract  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Whit - 
tvortb  to  Lord  Hatvhejhury ,  dated 
Paris,  May  1 2,  1803, 
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THE  Meflenger  Sylvefler,  as  I 
mentioned  in  my  laft  difpatch,  re¬ 
turned  on  the  9th  at  12  o5c!ock  ; 
and  I  wrote  to  M.  de  Talleyrand 
informing  him  of  it,  and  defiring 
him  to  name  an  hour  when  I  might 
wait  upon  him  in  order  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  him  the  purport  of  my  in- 
ftrudlions.  To  this  letter  I  re¬ 
ceived  no  anfwer  that  evening  or 
the  following  morning.  Anxious 
to  execute  my  orders,  and  to  lofe 
no  time,  I  inclofed  the  projeH  fur¬ 
nilhed  me  by  your  Lordfhip,  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  official  note  and  a 
private  letter  to  M.  de  Talleyrand, 
and  fent  it  to  the  Foreign  Depart- 
ment  by  Mr.  Mandeyille,  with 
directions  to  deliver  it  to  M.  de 
Talleyrand,  or  in  his  abfence  to 
the  Chef  du  Bureau .  He  delivered 
it  accordingly  to  M.  Durand,  who 
promifed  to  give  it  to  his  chief  as 
foon  as  he  came  in,  which  he  ex¬ 
pended,  he  faid,  fhortly.  At  half 
pail  four,  having  waited  till  that 
time  in  vain,  I  went  myfelf  to  M. 
de  Talleyrand  ;  I  was  told  that  the 
family  was  in  the  country,  and  that 
they  did  not  know  when  the  mi- 
niller  would  be  in  town.  Half  an 
hour  after  I  had  returned  home, 
the  packet  which  Mr.  Mandeville 
had  given  into  the  hands  of  M. 
Durand,  was  brought  to  me,  I  be¬ 
lieve  by  a  fervant,  with  a  verbal 
meffage  that  as  M.  de  Talleyrand 
was  in  the  country  it  would  be  ne- 
ceffary  that  I  lliould  fend  it  to  him 
there.  In  order  to  defeat  as  much 
as  depended  upon  me,  their  intuition 
of  gaining  time,  I  wrote  again  to  M. 
de  Talleyrand,  recapitulating  the 
Heps  I  had  taken  lince  the  return 
of  the  melTengers ;  and  defired  Mr. 
Talbot,  the  fecretary  of  the  ein- 
balfy,  to  take  it  himfelf  at  nine 
o’clock  at  night,  when  I  thought 
M.  de  Talleyrand  would  be  at 
*  U  3  home* 
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home,  to  his  houfe  at  Meudon,  He 
was,  however,  not  at  home.  Mr. 
Talbot  was  told  that  he  was  at  St. 
Cloud,  where  he  had  been  all  day, 
and  that  he  would  not  be  back  until 
very  late.  He  therefore  left  my 
private  letter,  with  his  name,  and 
returned  with  the  packet.  It  was 
my  intention  to  have  fent  it  on  the 
following  morning  to  the  Bureau, 
with  orders  that  it  Ihould  be  left 
there ;  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  I  received  a  note  from  M.  de 
Talleyrand  accounting  for  his  not 
having  been  able  to  anfwer  me  foon- 

°  ,  Ml 

er ;  and  appointing  me  at  twelve 
o’clock  at  the  Bureau  des  Relations 
Exterieures.  I  went  at  the  appoint¬ 
ed  time.  He  began  by  apologizing 
for  having  fo  long  poftponed  the 
interview,  which  he  attributed  to 
his  having  been  the  whole  day  with 
the  Firft  Conful.  We  then  entered 
upon  bufinefs.  I  told  him  that, 
limited  as  I  was  by  your  Lordfhip’s 
inftrudions,  he  could  not  be  fur- 
prized  at  my  impatience  to  acquit 
myfelf  of  my  duty.  I  explained  to 
him  the  nature  of  your  Lordfhip’s 
obfervations  on  the  propofal  of  the 
4th,  and  that  it  was  confidered 
as  on  one  hand  impracticable  from 
the  refufal  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia 
to  take  charge  of  Malta,  and  on 
the  other,  as  being  wholly  inade¬ 
quate  to  his  Majefty’s  juft  preten¬ 
sions.  I  gave  him  the  note  in 
which  this  was  expre  fifed,  and  the 
projed,  on  which  alone  a  fatisfac- 
tory  arrangement  could  be  framed. 
He  read  them  with  apparent  atten¬ 
tion,  and  without  many  remarks ; 
and  after  fome  time  he  afked  me  if 
I  felt  myfelf  authorized  by  my  in¬ 
ftrudions  to  conclude  with  him  a 
Convention,  framed  on  the  bafts  of 
my  projeft,  or  indeed  extending 
that  bafts,  fin.ce  the  firft  article  of 
n  would  be  the  perpetual  po.ffefiipn 


of  Malta  to  England,  in  return  y 
a  eonfideration.  I  told  him  1  m>. 
certainly  was  not  authorized  •: 
enter  into  any  engagement  of  fuc. 
a  nature,  which  would  make  the. 
negotiation  one  of  exchange,  in- 
ftead  of  a  demand  of  fatisfa'Ction 
and  fecurity.  To  this  he  replied, 
that  the  fatisfadion  and  fe'curity 
which  we  required  was  Malta,  and 
that  this  we  obtained.  That  the 
Firft  Conful  could  not  accede  to 
what  he  confidered,  and  what  mull 
be  confidered  by  the  public  and  by 
Europe,  as  the  effed  of  coercion, 
but  if  it  were  pofiible  to  make  the 
draft  palatable,  did  I  think  myfelf 
juflifiable  in  refufing  to  do  fo.  I 
told  him  that  aCfing  in  ftrid  com¬ 
pliance  with  my  inftruCtions,  I 
could  have  no  need  of  juftification, 
and  that  I  came  to  him  with  the 
determination  of  abiding  ftridly  by 
them.  He  contended,  that  by 
communicating  a  projed,  I  merely 
ftated  on  what  grounds  we  would 
be  willing  to  conclude  ;  and  that  a 
counter-projed,  founded  on  the 
bafts  of  giving  us  what  we  required, 
could  not  be  refufed  a  fair  difeuflion. 
To  this,  I  urged  the  refolution  of 
his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  to  avoid 
every  thing  which  could  protrad 
the  negotiation.  That  I  faw  no 
other  means  of  ading  up  to  thofe 
views,  than  by  making  my  ftand 
on  the  projed  at  all  events,  I 
urged  him  repeatedly  to  explain 
himfelf  more  fully  on  the  nature 
.of  the  demand  which  he  fhould 
make  for  Malta,  but  he  could  not , 
or  would  not  explain  himfelf.  After 
much  conteft,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
propofal  fhould  be  fubmitted  to  me 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours,  and 
that  I  fhould  determine  on  the  line 
ofcondud  I  might  feel  myfelf  juf- 
tified  in  purfuing,  either  to  ftgn  it, 
to  fend  it  home,  or  to  leave  Paris. 

The 
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The  remainder  of  this  day  pafled 
without  receiving  any  communica¬ 
tion  from  M.  de  Talleyrand,  Upon 
this,  I  determined  to  demand  my 
paftports,  by  an  official  note,  which 
I  fent  this  morning  by  Mr.  Man- 
deville,  in  order  that  I  might  leave 
Paris  in  the  evening. 

At  two,  I  renewed  my  demand 
of  paftports,  and  was  told  I  fhould 
have  them  immediately.  They 
arrived  at  five  o’clock,  and  I  pro- 
pofe  fetting  out  as  foon  as  the  car¬ 
riages  are  ready. 

( Firft  Inclofure  referred  t$  in  No.  “JO.J 

THE  underfigned,  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  Ambaftador  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
French  Republic,  having  tranf- 
mitted  to  his  court  the  propofal 
which  was  made  to  him  by  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  the 

O  # 

3d  infant,  has  juft  received  orders 
to  tranfmit  to  his  excellency  the 
accompanying  projett  of  a  Conven¬ 
tion,  founded  on  the  only  bafts 
which  his  Ma jelly  conceives,  under 
theexifting  circumftances  to  be  fuf- 
ceptible  of  a  definitive  and  amicable 
arrangement.  The  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs  will  not  fail  to 
obferve  to  what  degree  his  Majefty 
has  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the 
fecurity  of  his  interefts  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Firft  G0nft.1l.  The 
underfigned  flatters  himfelf,  that 
the  Firft  Conful,  doing  juftice  to 
thefe  fentiments,  will  adopt  in  con¬ 
cert  with  his  Majefty  an  expedient 
fo  fuitable  for  re-lioripg  permanent 
tranquillity  to  both  nations,  and  to 
all  Europe. 

The  underfigned  avails  himfelf 
of  this  opportunity,  to  renew  to  his 
excellency  the  affurance  of  his  high- 
eft  confideration. 

(Signed)  Whitworth, 


( Second  Inclofure  referred  to  in  No*  JO*J 

PROJECT. 

I. 

THE  French  Government  fliali 
engage  to  make  no  oppofition  to 
the  ceflion  of  the  Ifland  of  Lam- 
pedofa  to  his  Majefty  by  the  king 
of  the  two  Sicilies, 
v 

II. 

In  eonfequenee  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  Ifland  qf  Lampedofa, 
his  Majefty  (hall  remain  in  pof- 
feftion  of  the  Ifland  of  Malta  until 
fuch  arrangement  (hall  be  made  by 
him  as  may  enable  his  Majefty  to 
occupy  Lampedofa  as  a  naval  fta- 
tion;  after  which  period  the  Ifland 
of  Malca  fhall  be  given  up  to  the 
inhabitants,  and  acknowledged  as 
an  independent  ftate. 

III. 

The  territories  of  the  Batavian 
Republic  fhall  be  evacuated  by  the 
French  forces  within  one  month 
after  the  conclufton  of  a  Conven¬ 
tion  founded  on  the  principles  of 
this  projet„ 

IV. 

The  king  of  Etruria,  and  the 
Italian  and  Ligurian  Republics, 
fhall  be  acknowledged  by  his  Ma- 
jelly. 

V.  > 

Switzerland  (hall  be  evacuated 
by  the  French  Forces. 

VI. 

A  fuitable  territoral  provifion 
fir  all  be  aftigned  to  the  King  of  Sar¬ 
dinia  in  Italy. 

*  U  4 
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SECRET  ARTICLE. 

His  Majefty  fhail  not  be  required 
by  the  French  Government  to  eva¬ 
cuate  the  Ifland  of  Malta  until 
after  the  expiration  of  ten  years. 

Articles  IV.  V.  and  VI.  may 
be  entirely  omitted,  or  mqft  all  be 
inferted. 

(Third Inclojure  referred  is  in  No.  jo.) 

,  Paris,  May  10,  1803. 

;•  %  »  .  i  , 

Sir, 

IN  order  not  to  lofe  an  inflan t 
of  fo  precious  a  time,  I  have  the 
honor  to  convey1  to  you  the  project 
which  I  have  received  from  my 
court,  with  the  note  which  accom¬ 
panies  it.  I  fhail  have  the  honor 
of  calling  on  your  excellency  at 
any  hour  you  may  appoint,  in 
confequence  of  the  requeft  I  made 
yefterday.  But  in  the  mean  while, 
you  will  be  in  poffeffion  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  my  inftru&jons.  I  hope 
to  God  that  they  may  be  of  a  na¬ 
ture  to  infure  the  tranquillity  of 
both  countries  and  of  Europe. 

I  avail  myfelf  of  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  renew  to  your  excellency 
the  affurance  of  my  high  confider- 
ation. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

To  his  Excellency  M.deTalleyrand, 

&c.  &c.  See. 

% 

(  Fourth  Inclojure  refer  redid  in  No.  *]0.) 

Paris,  May  l  O,  1803. 

4 

Sir, 

HAVING  yefterday  morning 
received  fome  important  inftrue- 
tions  to  communicate  to  you,  I 
wrote  to  yon  that  'evening  to  aft: 


your  excellency  at  what  hour  I 
could  have  the  honour  to  acouit 
myfelf  of  this  duty.  That  letter 
has  not  been  anfwered.  At  two 
o’clock  this  afternoon,  I  font  Mr. 
Mandeville,  attached  to  the  em- 
baffy,  to  the  office  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  order  to  deliver  to  your 
excellency,  or  in  your  abfence  to 
your  Firft  Secretary,  a  fealed 
packet,  containing  the  papers  which 
I  had  to  communicate  to  you,  and 
I  added  a  feeorid  letter  to  your  ex¬ 
cellency.  Mr.  Mandeville  deli¬ 
vered  this  packet  into  the  hands  of 
Mi  Dursnd,  who  allured  him,  that 
it  fhouid  be  communicated  to  you 
without  delay.  At  half  pail  four, 
not  having  received  qny  anfwer  to 
my  letters,  I  went  to  the  foreign 
office,  and  I  there  learnt  that  you 
were  in  the  country,  and  that  it 
was  not  known  when  you  would 
return  to  town. 

Half  an  hour  afterwards  having 
returned  home,  the  papers  which 
my  fecretary  had  taken  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  M.  Durand  were  brought 
to  me,  with  a  meffage  that  I  mu  ft 
fend  them  to  the  minifter  in  the 
country. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  fmee  your 
excellency  does  not  give  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  making  you  this  com¬ 
munication,  I  have  no  other  alter¬ 
native  thamto  give  it  in  charge  to 
Mr.  Talbot,  fecretary  to  the  em- 
baffy.  He  will  have  the  honour  to 
deliver  to  you  the  project  of  a  Con¬ 
vention,  which,  I  hope,  will  ferve 
as  a  bafts  to  an  amicable  arrange¬ 
ment  between  our  two  govern¬ 
ments. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  term 
of  my  flay  in  Paris  is  limited,  and 
I  muft  fet  out  on  my  journey  for 
England  on  Thurfday  morning,  if 
the  negotiation  is  not  favourably 
terminated  before  that  time. 


I 


STATE 

I  requeft  you,  Sir,  to  accept  the 
offurance  of  my  high  confideration. 

v  (Signed)  Whitworth. 
( Fifth  Inclojure  referred  to  in  Ns.  70 .) 

IT  being  impoffible  for  the  un- 
derfigned  to  delay  any  longer  exe¬ 
cuting  the  orders  of  his  court,  he 
finds  himfelf  obliged  to  requeft  the 
Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  have 
the  goodnefs  to  expedite  the  necef- 
fary  pafiports  for  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land. 

He  requefts  his  excellency  to 
accept  the  affurance  of  his  high  con¬ 
fideration. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 

Paris ,  1 2th  May  1803. 

No.  LXXI. 

Extract  of  a  D  if  patch  from  Sir. 

George  Rumbold  Bart,  to  Lord 

HanvkeJburj ,  dated  Hamburgh , 

March  29,  1893. 

LATE  laft  night  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  .fenate  fhould  be 
convened  extraordinarily  on  this 
day,  in  order  to  confider  of  a  re¬ 
quisition  from  the  French  Minifter, 
to  infert  in  the  Hamburgh  Paper  a 
moil  offenfive  article,  intended  as  a 
j unification  of  the  Firft  Conful, 
and  an  attack  on  the  meafures  of 
the  Britilh.  Government.  It  is 
with  great  regret  that  Is  inform 
your  Lordfhip,  that  the  fenate  have 
judged  it  prudent  to  comply  with 
this  demand  \  and  that  the  article 
will  be  inferted  in  the  paper  of  to¬ 
morrow  ;  it  is  now  in  the  hands 
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of  the  publifner  for  that  purpofe. 
It  was  the  with  of  the  fenate  that 
they  might  at  lead  be  allowed  to 
omit  or  qualify  the  moft  offenlive 
paffages,  but  Mr.  Rheinhardt  fa  id 
Ids  orders  were  pofitive,  for  the 
full  and  exalt  infer tion  of  the 
whole. 

ft 

No.  LXXII. 

Extract  of  a  Dif patch  from  Mr.  Hill 
to  Lord  Haavkejbury ,  dated  Co¬ 
penhagen)  April  2,  1803, 

THE  French  Minifter  at  Ham¬ 
burgh  received  orders  from  his  go¬ 
vernment  to  have  inferted  in  the 
public  papers  of  that  city,  an  article, 
which  was  lent  to  him,  containing 
a  commentary  upon  his  Majefty’s 
communication  to  Parliament,  ref- 
pe&ing  the  neceffity  of  increafing 
the  military  forces  of  the  country 
in  the  prefent  circumftances.  The 
fenate  of  Hamburgh  confented  with 
much  repugnance  to  the  infertion 
of  this  paragraph.  The  French 
Minifter  defired  that  the  fame  (hould 
be  publiftied  in  the  papers  at  AN 
tona;  but  the  Danifti  Magistrates 
faid  that  they  could  not  poftibiy 
permit  it  without  an  exprefs  order 
from  this  government.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  refufal,  M.  Dagu- 
efteau,  the  French  Minifter  at  this 
court,  received  from  his  colleague 
at  Hamburgh  a  copy  of  the  article, 
with  a  requeft  that  he  would  folicit 
the  permiflion  of  its  publication  in 
the  Danifti  Papers.  To  my  know¬ 
ledge  he  had  no  anfwer  yefterday, 
and  I  have  every  reafon  to  fwppofe 
that  this  government  will  fhow  ihe 
greateft  reluctance  in  acceding  to 
the  French  Minifter’s  requeft. 
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APPENDIX. 

No.  I. 

Report  made  to  the  French  Conful  by 
Colonel  Sebafiani ,  ex  traded  from 
the  Moniteur  of  the  $Oth  of  fa. 
miary  1803. 

ON  the  1 6th  of  September  I 
embarked  at  Toulon  on  board  the 
Cornelie;  and  on  the  30th  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  Tripoli.  I  immediately 
wrote  to  Baron  Cederftrom,  the 
Swedifh  Rear-Admiral,  as  well  as 
to  the  Minifterof  the  Pacha,  to  of¬ 
fer  them  my  mediation  to  terminate 
the  differences  exifting  between  the 
Swedifh  Court  and  the  Regency. 
My  mediation  was  accepted  :  the 
Minifter  and  the  Rear-Admiral 
repaired  to  the  CommilTarial  Houfe 
of  France,  and  we  entered  on  the 
negociation.  The  two  parties 
were  far  afunder  ;  the  Pacha  de¬ 
manded  a  confiderable  fum,  and  an 
augmentation  of  the  annual  tribute. 
He  urged  a  treaty  made  two  years 
ago  by  an  Envoy  of  the  King  ©f 
Sweden,  which  affured  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  245,00®  heavy  piaftres, 
and  of  an  annuity  of  20,000 ;  he 
added,  that  two  years  of  war  had 
fubjeded  him  to  extraordinary  ex- 
pences,  and  that  he  ufed  great  mo¬ 
deration  in  conforming  himfelf  to 
the  treaty  in  queftion.  M.  de  Ce¬ 
ded!  rom  only  offered  in  the  name 
©f  his  court,  1 00,000  piaftres  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Swedifh 
Haves,  who  were  to  the  number  of 
a  hundred  and  fifty,  and  an  annuity 
of  5000  piaftres.  After  much  de¬ 
bate,  1  fucceeded  in  making  them  > 
Hgn  a  treaty  which  fixed  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  ranfom  at  150,000 
piaftres,  and  the  annuity  at  Sooo. 
— On  the  iff  of  Qdober  I  was  pre- 
feinted  with  much  pomp  to  the  Pa¬ 


cha,  who  received  me  in  the  mofl 
diftinguifhed  manner.  The  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  took  place,  and  the 
Italian  Republic  was  formally  ac¬ 
knowledged.  I  caufed  its  flag  to 
be  hoifted  on  the  Commiffarial 
Houfe  of  France,  and  it  was  falu- 
ted  by  the  frigate  and  the  place 
with  21  guns. — It  was  not  with¬ 
out  difficulty  that  the  Pacha  con- 
fented  to  acknowledge  that  Repub¬ 
lic.  He  feared  that  all  Italy  was 
comprized  in  this  new  Republic, 
and  that,  in  confequence,  he  would 
be  obliged  to  refped  indiferimi- 
nately  all  the  fhips  of  commerce  of 
that  part  of  Europe  : — this  would 
deftroy  his  marine.  I  gave  him 
the  neceffary  explanations,  and 
particularly  thofe  which  related  to 
the  object  of  his  apprehenfions,  and 
he  replied  to  me,  ‘  Certainly  I  wifh 
to  be  at  peace  with  the  Italian  Re¬ 
public,  without  too  much  injuring 
my  intereft  ;  but  if  it v  were  ftill 
more  difficult,  I  would  do  it,  fince 
the  great  Bonaparte  defires  it.5 — 
The  Pacha  of  Tripoli  is  a  brave 
and  enterprizing  man,  the  friend  of 
France.  The  Enelifh  have  fur- 

#  O 

rnfhed  fuccours  to  his  brother,  who 
is  at  prefent  at  Derue,  without 
means  or  credit.  His  plan  is  to 
raife  the  country  againft  the  Bey. 
The  political  and  adminiftrative 
affairs  of  the  regency  are  conducted 
by  Seid  -  Muhammed-el-  Deghais, 
Minifterof  the  Pacha.  This  man 
is  full  of  fagacity,  and  has  even 
fome  notions  of  European  politics. 
He  has  been  in  France,  and  pre- 
ferves  for  our  country  a  predomi¬ 
nant  fentiment  of  affedion.  On 
the  2d  of  October  I  fet  out  from 
Tripoli,  and  on  the  16th  arrived 
at  Alexandria  :  the  fame  day  1 
waited  upon  General  Stuart,  Com¬ 
mandant 
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ntandant  of  the  Englifh  forces  by 
land  and  fea.  I  communicated  to 
him  the  order  of  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  which  en¬ 
joined  me  to  proceed  to  Alexan¬ 
dria,  and  if  the  Englifh  Hill  occu¬ 
pied  that  place,  to  demand  a  fpeedy 
evacuation,  and  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  of  Amiens.  General 
Stuart  then  told  me,  that  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  place  would  fhortly 
be  effected  ;  but  feeing  that  I  in¬ 
filled,  and  that  1  de fired  an  anfwer 
lefs  vague,  he  declared  to  me,  that 
he  had  no  orders  from  his  Court  to 
quit  Alexandria,  and  that  he  even 
believed  he  fhould  pafs  the  winter 
there.  General  Stuart  is  a  man  of 
mediocre  talents  :  he  has  for  his  aid- 
de-camp  a  French  emigrant,  called 
the  Chevalier  de  Sades,  a  man  of 
talent,  and  an  enemy  of  France, 
who  has  much  influence  over  the 
General.  I  went  the  fame  day  to 
fee  Khourchid- Ahrnid,  the  Pacha 
of  Alexandria  and  the  Capitan  Bey, 
Commander  of  the  Forces  of  the 
Ottoman  Porte.  After  the  cuflo- 
mary  compliments,  and  fome  lan¬ 
guage  agreeable  to  the  -Sublime 
Porte,  1  announced  to  them,  that 
the  agents  of  French  commerce 
would  affemble  in  Egypt.  This 
communication  gave  them  the 
greatest  pleafure,  and  they  did  not 
conceal  that  they  faw  with  grief 
the  flay  of  the  Englifh  in  rhe  coun- 
fry.  1  told  them,  that  their  flay 
could  not  be  much  longer,  and  that 
the  general  peace  left  no  doubt  of 
their  approaching  departure.  On 
the  17th  I  vinted  the  Cheik  El- 
Meffiry.  The  fame  day  I  alfo  vi- 
fited  the  Cheik  Ibrahim  Mufti. 
On  the  1 8  th  I  vifited  the  Coupure 
du  Khaiidj,  which  has  formed  the 
Lake  Mareotis.  The  current  of 
t he  waters  of  the  Lake  Madid  is 


Hill  very  ftrong,  and  if  the  Porte 
does  not  make  hafle  to  re-eflablifh 
this  important  canal,  the  overflows 
which  take  place  on  the  little 
tongue  of  land  that  feparates  the 
two  lakes,  will  render  the  opening 
fo  confiderable,  that  it  will  be  im- 
poflible  to  travel.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Swedifh  engineer  fent  by 
the  Porte  to  direct  thefe  labours, 
has  the  neceflary  talents.  The 
formation  of  the  Lake  Mareotis 
appears  to  have  contributed  to  the 
faiubrity  of  the  air.  The  city  has 
no  other  water  than  what  it  draws 
from  the  wells  of  Marabouf.  This 
little  fort  I  found  guarded,  by  an 
Englifh  and  Turkifh  garrifon,  in 
order  to  protedl  the  inhabitants 
who  came  to  draw  water.  I  em¬ 
ployed  the  day  of  the  19th  in  pe¬ 
rambulating  the  town,  and  receiv¬ 
ing  different  individuals  who  came 
to  viiit  me.  On  the  20th,  I  fet 
out  for  Cairo,  efcorted  by  two 
Turkifh  officers,  and  fix  French 
foldiers,  whom  I  had  taken  on 
board  the  frigate,  but  contrary 
winds  obliged  me  to  return  to  the 
port.  The  next  day  I  was  at 
Aboukir,  where  I  pa  fled  the  night. 
I  profited  by  this  opportunity  to 
vifit  the  fort,  which  is  in  a  very 
ruined  Hate.  On  the  2  2d  1  ar¬ 
rived  at  Rofetta,  after  having  vi¬ 
fited  the  fort  Julien;  I  faw  the 
fame  day  Ofman,  Aga,  and  Du- 
vanny  of  the  town,  as  well  as  all 
the  chriftians  who  refide  there. 
The  23d  I  was  at  Faone,  where  I 
vifited  the  commandant  of  the  place, 
the  cadi,  and  the  Cheiks  ;  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  latter,  and  from 
all  thofe  whom  I  entertained,  pro- 
teilations  of  attachment  to  the  Firft: 
Conful.  I  paffcd  the  next  day  at 
Ralimanie, where  I  vifited  the  Cheik: 
Muhammed  Abou-Aly;  the  fort 
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of  the  town  is  almoft  entirely  de- 
ilroyed.  I  vifited  on  the  2 3' t b 3  at 
Menouf,  the  Cheik  Abdin,  whom 
the  Firft  Conful  had  appointed  cadi. 
The  other  Cheiks  of  that  town  who 
came  to  vilit  me,  held  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage  as  thofe  of  Faone.  I  faid 
to  them,  u  The  Firft  Conful 
loves  your  country  much,  he 
fpeaks  of  it  often ;  he  interefts 
himfelf  in  your  happinefs ;  he  did 
not  forget  you,  and  recommended 
you  to  the  Porte.  He  has  made 
peace  with  Europe,  and  this  coun¬ 
try  will  feel  the  intereft  which  he 
takes,  and  the  recollection  which 
he  has  prefervedof  the  poor  Cheiks 
of  Egypt5 —  Muhammed  Kachef- 
Zourba  Matzellem,  who  com¬ 
manded  at  Menouf  on  my  journey 
through  that  town,  has  been  be¬ 
headed  in  confequence  of  being  ac- 
cufed  of  communications  with  the 
Mamelouks.  The  two  forts  of 
Menouf  are  deftroyed.  I  arrived 
the  fame  day  at  Boulak.  I  fent 
immediately  Citizen  Joubert  to 
inform  the  Pacha  of  Cairo  of 
my  arrival.  The  next  morning,, 
the  26th,  the  Pacha  fent  300  ca¬ 
valry  and  6  200  infantry,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  principal  officers  of 
his  houfehold,  to  accompany  me  to 
him,  amidft  a  great  many  difeharges 
of  artillery.  Having  arrived  at 
the  Pacha5s,  I  faid  to  him,  (  Peace 
has  been  concluded  between  the 
French  Republic  and  the  Sublime 
Porte ;  the  ancient  relations  of 
amity  and  commerce  have  been 
ye-eftahlifked,  and  I  am  charged  by 
the  Great  Conful  Bonaparte,  to  ab¬ 
jure  you  of  his  benevolence,  and  to 
announce  to  you  the  arrival  of  com- 
sniflaries  of  the  French  commerce 
in  Egypt.5  The  Pacha  anfwered 
me,  ‘  The  benevolence  with  which 
the  Firft  Conful  has  honoured  me, 


penetrates  me  with  gratitude,  and 
his  commercial  agents  fhall  meet 
here  the  moft  friendly  reception/ 
I  proceeded  then  to  the  houf« 
which  the  Pacha  had  prepared  for 
me.  I  received  the  fame  d^y  the 
viftts  of  all  the  principal  men  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  Copt  in- 
tendants.  On  the  27th  I  again 
repaired  to  the  Pacha,  with  whom 
I  had  a  long  conference.  I  fpoke 
to  him  in  thefe  words :  (  The  Firft 
Conful  takes  in  you,  and  the  coun¬ 
try  which  you  govern,  a  very 
lively  intereft,  and  defires  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  your  happinefs  ;  he  has 
charged  me  therefore  to  offer  you 
his  mediation,  in  order  to  make 
peace  between  you  and  the  Beys/ 
The  Pacha  thanked  me  warmly 
and  fincerely  for  the  intereft  which 
the  Firft  Conful  took  in  his  behalf, 
but  he  protefted  to  me,  that  he  had 
the  moft  pofttive  orders  from  his 
Court  to  make  a  war  of  extermi¬ 
nation  upon  the  Beys,  and  not  to 
enter  into  any  arrangement  with 
them.  I  obferved,  that  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  circumftances  which  had  hap- 
pened  to  the  Ottoman  troops  (they 
hadbeen beaten  five  times fucceffive- 
ly  by  theMamelouks }, rendered  their 
pofttion  very  critical,  and  that  ob- 
ftinacy  expofed  them  to  the  lofs  of 
the  Province.  Pie  then  communi¬ 
cated  to  me  the  order  of  the  Porte, 
and  I  faw  beyond  a  doubt  that  it 
was  not  poffible  for  him  to  enter 
into  any  accommodation.  I  in¬ 
formed  him  that  I  intended  to  vi« 
ftt  the  different  Cheiks  of  Cairo, 
and  alfo  Madame  Murad  Bey,  and 
to  infped  the  environs  and  fortifi¬ 
cations  of  the  city.  He  ordered 
immediately  that  the  guard  which 
be  had  fent  fhould  accompany  me, 
wherever  I  wifhed  to  go,  inform¬ 
ing  me,  that  he  would  nfe  every 


means 
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means  in  his  power  to  render  my* 
flay  at  Cairo  agreeable.  —  The 
fame  day  I  commenced  my  vifits, 
beginning  with  the  Cheik  Abdal- 
lah-el  -  Chefcanoi,  of  the  Great 
Mofque.  AsT  was  expended  by 
him,  he  had  aiTembled  a  conftderable 
number  of  Cheiks.  The  converfa- 
tion  turned  upon  the  intereft  which 
the  Firft  Conful  took  in  Egypt,  on 
his  power,  his  glory,  and  on  his  ef- 
teem  and  benevolence  for  the 
learned  Cheiks  of  Cairo.  Their 
anfwers  expreffed  their  attachment 
to  his  perfon.  He  muft  have  been 
a  witnefs  like  myfelf  to  the  entbu-- 
fiafm  excited  at  the  view  of  the 
portrait  of  the  Firft  Conful,  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  exaltation  of  their 
fentiments.  I  have  given  it  to  all 
the  principal  Cheiks  of  Cairo,  and 
of  the  towns  where  I  have  tra¬ 
velled. — On  the  28th  I  invited  the 
Cheik  Omar  El-Berky,  Prince  of 
the  Shirifs :  he  was  ill,  and  I  faw 
only  his  fon. — -The  Cheik  Suleiman 
El-Fargoumy  received  me  with 
much  friendfhip,  and  allured  me  of 
his  boundlefs  admiration  for  the 
Firft  Conful.- — The  citizen  jou- 
bert  and  Beye  have  certified  to  me 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Cairo  never 
teftified  fo  much  attachment  to 
France  as  on  my  arrival. — When 
we  pafs  along  the  ftreets,  every 
body  falutes  us.  Their  aftrologers 
make  predictions  every  day  as  to 
what  concerns  the  the  Firft  Conful. 
On  the  29th,  I  went  to  vifit  Ma¬ 
dame  Murad  Bey :  her  intendant 
had  already  prayed  of  me  that  I 
would  grant  her  an  interview.  I 
informed  her,  that  the  Firft  Conful 
had  charged  me  to  interpofe  my 
mediation,  in  order  to  ’  make  their 
peace  with  the  Sublime  Porte;  but 
that  the  Pacha  had  ordered  that  no 
negociation  fhould  be  entered  into. 
I.  employed  that  day  and  the  fol¬ 


lowing  in  vifitlng  the  citadel,  the 
Me  of  Ro  da  Gize,  Boulak,  and 
all  the  other  little  forts  which  fum 
round  the  city.  The  Turkifh  fol- 
diers  murmured  to  fee  me  vifit  thei^ 
forts,  but  f  feigned  not  to  hear 
them,  and  continued  my  courfe  and 
my  obfervations. — On  the  29 th„, 
in  returning  to  Fort  Dupuy,  a  fol- 
dier  menaced  me  with  his  Attagan; 
but  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
teftified  highly  their  indignation 
againft  him,  1  did  not  flop  at  his 
menaces,  and  continued  my  route. 
A  moment  afterwards  Muftapha 
Oukil,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  city, 
paffed  before  me  on  horfeback.  In 
palling,  he  reproached  my  guides 
with  marching  before  a  chriftian, 
and  above  all,  before  a  Frenchman, 
and  menaced  them  with  the  bafti- 
nado  after  my  departure.  I  could 
not  be  filent  under  fuch  an  infult  ; 
arid  upon  my  return  I  fent  Citizen 
J oubert  to  the  Pacha,  to  make  my 
complaint,  and  demand  a  prompt, 
redrefs.  I  declared  to  him  that  I 
expelled  this  man  would  come  pub¬ 
licly  to  me  to  aik  my  pardon,  place 
hirafelf  at  my  difpofal,  and  implore’ 
my  pity.  found  that  Muftapha 
was  greatly  protected  by  the  Pacha,, 
and  wanted  to  arrange  it  other  wife ; 
but  I  perfifted  by  declaring  for¬ 
mally  to  the  Pacha;  that  if  this  re¬ 
paration  was  not  made  in  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  I  demanded  it,  I 
fhould  inftantly  depart,  and  imme¬ 
diately  write  to  Paris  and  Conftan- 
tinopie  to  ftete  my  complaint. 
This  declaration  produced  all 
the  effedt  which  1  expedted  ;  and 
Muftapha,  alarmed,  came  on  the 
following  day  to  me,  conducted  by 
Roferti,  and  he  publicly  afked  my 
pardon,  and  put  himfelf  at  my  d i IT 
|x)falT  I  told  him  that  my  firft  in¬ 
tention  had  been  to  cut  offhis  head, 
and  that  I  only  gave  him  his  life 
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at  the  folicitations  of  the  Pacha 
and  M.  Rofetti;  hut  if  in  future 
he  fhould  ever  infill t  the  French,  or 
rhofe  in  their  fuite,  his  deft  ruCtion 
would  be  inevitable.  This  atFair, 
which  was  inftantiy  fpread  through 
out  the  whole  city,  produced  the 
beft  effect. — The  fame  day  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  excite  the  Al- 
banefe  againft  me.  Two  letters 
from  Rofetta,  written  by  Englifh 
Protegees,  affined  that  there  had 
been  feen  upon  the  coafts  of  Narolia 
a  French  Fleet  of  300  fail;  that 
we  were  marching  againft  Conftan- 
tinople,  and  that  my  vifit  to  Egypt 
had  no  other  objedl  but  to  deceive 
them,  and  blind  them  to  their  dan¬ 
gers.  I  made  the  merchant  come 
to  me  who  had  received  the  letter : 
I  made  him  give  it  me- — I  inftantly 
fent  it  to  the  Pacha  himfelf,  tell incr 
him  that  this  abfurd  news  was 
fpread  to  occafton  diforders,  and  to 
endeavour  to  alter  the  good  under- 
ftanding  which  exifted  between 
France  and  the  Sublime  Porte  ;  and 
I  guaranteed  the  falfehood  of  ic 
with  my  head.  The  Pacha  had 
difcovered  the  fnare,  and  did  not 
fall  into  it.  He  even  communi¬ 
cated  to  me  a  letter  from  General 
Stuart,  which  he  had  juft  received, 
and  to  which  was  joined  an  order 
of  the  day,  of  the  Firft  Conful, 

when  he  commanded  the  Army  of 
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Egypt.  This  order  of  the  day 
■was  dated  in  Auguft  1799,  and 
recalled  to  the  recolle&ion  of  the 
Egyptians,  that  Conftantinople  was 
tributary  to  Arabia,  and  that  the 
time  was  now  come  to  reftore  Cairo 
to  its  fupremacy,  and  to  deftroy  the 
Eaftern  Empire  of  the  Ottomans. 
General  Stuart  begged  the  Pacha 
to  con  fid  er  the  fpirit  of  that  order, 
and  to  judge  from  it  of  our  attach¬ 
ment,  and  of  our  peace  with  the 
Turks.  I  was  indignant  to  find 


that  a  foldier  of  one  of  the  moft 
polite  nations  of  Europe  fhould 
degrade  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  infti- 
gate  affaffination,  by  means  offuch 
an  infinuation — the  Pacha  treated 
me  with  the  greateft  politenefs,  and 
the  Englifh  at  Cairo  were  wit- 
ireffes  oi  the  attachment  of  that 
city  to  the  French.  I  received  a 
deputation  from  the  Monks  of 
Mount  Sinai,  whom  I  recommended 
to  the  Pacha:  I  wrote  to  their  fu- 
perior,  to  allure  them  of  the  friend¬ 
ship  and  protection  of  the  Firft 
Conful.  The  Monks  of  the  Pro¬ 
paganda  at  Cairo,  whom  I  placed 
under  the  national  protection  which 
they  enjoyed  before  the  war,  cele¬ 
brated  a  Te  Deum  for  the  prof* 
perity  of  the  Firft  Conful.  1 
aftifted  at  this  ceremony,  at  which 
all  the  chriftians  of  Cairo  were  pre¬ 
fect.  1  he  evening  before  my  de¬ 
parture  (the  2d  of  November)  I  had 
another  interview  with  the  Pacha, 
and  recommended  all  the  chriftians 
of  Cairo  to  his  protection,  as  well 
as  the  lurks,  who  during  the  re- 
fidence  of  the  French  in  Egypt, 
were  connected  with  them.  ’  He 
not  only  promifed  to  refpeCt  them, 
but  even  to  treat  them  with  bounty. 
On  the  3d,  I  fet  out  in  a  convey¬ 
ance  of  the  Pacha’s  in  order  to 
repair  to  Damietra.-  The  Pacha 
ordered  me  to  be  efcorted  to  Bou- 
lak,  with  the  fame  honours  that  I 
received  on  the  day  of  my  arrival. 
I  had  written  to  Captain  Gourdin, 
to  repair  to  Damietta  with  the 
frigate,  in  order  to  convey  me  to 
Syria.  On  the  5th  I  flopped  a 
fiiort  time  at  Simenoud,  and  after¬ 
wards  at  Manfoura,  where  I  faw 
the  commandant  of  the  city  and 
the  Cheik  Efleid-Muhammed-El- 
Chenaoni,  who  came  to  fee  me,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  Cheiks.  I 
{poke  to  them  in  uthe  fame  manner 
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as  the  other  Cheiks  of  Egypt,  and 
received  the  fame  promises  of  at¬ 
tachment.  The  Tower  of  Man- 
foura  is  deftroyed.  The  fame  day 
I  arrived  at  Damietta.  The  next 
day  I  went  to  Ahmed-Pacha-Behil, 
a  creature  of  the  Grand  Vizier’s; 
he  returned  my  vifit  the  fame  day. 
He  conduced  himfelf  perfectly  well 
to  me  during  my  flay  in  that  city. 
Cn  the  yth  1  went  to  vifit  the  Fort 
oi  Lefbe  and  the  Towers  of  Bogaz. 

1  hey  have  not  continued  the 
works  of  that  Fort,  which  is  in  a 
bad  {fate  :  thofe  of  Bogaz  are  in  a 
good  condition.  There  is  a  gar- 
rifon  of  200  men  in  the  Fort  and 
in  the  towers.  On  the  8th  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  vifit  of  Ha  {fan  Toubar: 
His  influence  over  the  inhabitants 
of  Menfale  is  (fill  the  fame.  On  the 
9th  I  went  to  Senenie,  where  I 
faw  the  Cheik  Ibrahim-El-Behlour, 
ke  who  behaved  fo  well  to  the 
F  rench  under  the  orders  of  General 
Vial,  when  they  were  taken  and 
imprifoned.  The  Firff  Conful  had 
exempted  his  village  from  all  con¬ 
tributions.  I  faw  all  the  Ckieks 
at  Damietta,  particularly  Ali 
Khafaki,  whom  the  Firff  Conful 
had  inveffed  with  a  peliffe  :  He  is 
po  fie  fled  of  great  credit,  and  is 
much  attached  to  the  French, 
dhere  are  at  Damietta  two  chrif- 
tians,  who  are  men  of  merit,  and 
may  be  very  tifeful  to  us :  They 
are  M.  Bazile  and  Don  Bazile. 
They  are  poflefled  of  good  infor¬ 
mation,  have  very  confiderable 
fortunes,  and  are  very  highly  re- 
fpe&ed.  In  Egypt,  chiefs,  mer¬ 
chants,  people,  all  like  to  talk  of 
the  Firff  Conful — all  offe  r  up  pray¬ 
ers  for  his  happinefs.  All  the  hews 
which  concerns  him  fpread  from 
Alexandria  or  Damietta  to  the  py¬ 
ramids  and  the  grand  cataradls  with 
aftonifhing  rapidity.  On  the  14th 
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the  frigate  arrived  at  Bogaz  from 
Damietta:  I  immediately  fet  out 
for  Acre,  at  which  place  I  arrived 
on  the  19th. 

The  20th  of  November,  in  the 
morning,  I  difpatched  Citizens 
Joubert  and  Legrange  to  Dgezzar- 
Pacha,  with  a  letter,  in  which  I 
{fated  .to  him,  that  peace  being  con¬ 
cluded  between  France  and  the 
Porte,  the  relations  of  commerce 
lhouldbe  re-eftablifhed  on  the  foot¬ 
ing  they  {food  before  the  War,  and 
that  I  was  charged  by  the  Firff 
Conful  to  confer  with  him  on  thefe 
objects.  I  begged  of  him  to  an- 
fwer  me  in  writing,  if  he  was  in¬ 
clined  to  treat  with  me.  In  fome 
hours  the  meflengers  returned ; 
Dgezzar  had  received  them  coldly. 
He  exprcfledTis  defire  to  fee  me 
perfonally,  but  was  unwilling  to 
write.  Every  body  advifed  me 
not  to  fee  him,  without  an  aflii- 
ranee  written  by  himfelf ;  but  this 
he  appeared  unwilling  to  do  :  But 
notwithftanding  this  cautionary 
advice,  and  his  obftinate  refufal  to 
write,  I  determined  to  repair  my- 
felf  immediately  to  Acre. — I  re¬ 
paired  to  the  houfe  of  the  commif- 
fary  of  the  Seven  Ifles.  Very 
foon  after,  the  Drogoman  of  the 
Pacha,  informed  of  my  arrival, 
came  to  conduct  me  to  the  Pacha, 
who  received  me  in  an  apartment 
where  he  was  unattended,  and  which 
was  without  any  other  furniture 
than  a  carpet.  He  had  on  one  fide 
of  him  a  piftol  with  four  'barrels, 
a  fmali  air-gun,  a  Sabre,  and  a 
hatchet.  After  inquiring  as  to  mv 
health,  he  afked  me,  whether  1  was 
rot  perfuaded  that  our  end  is  pre¬ 
ordained  in  heaven,  and  that  no¬ 
thing  could  change  our  deftiny.  I 
anfwered  that  I  believed,  as  he  did, 
in  predeftination.  Fie  continued 
to  fpe«i4  lor  fome  time  on  that  fub- 
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je£l.  I  perceived,  however,  that 
he  affected  a  degree  of  fimplicity, 
but  that,  at  the  fame  time,  he  wifh- 
ed  to  pafs  for  a  man  of  wit,  as  well 
as  for  a  juft  man.  He  repeated 
feveral  times,  f  It  is  faid,  that 
Dgezzar  is  barbarous  :  this  is  falfe ; 
he  is  but  juft  and  fcvere.  Requeft 
of  the  Firft  Conful,  not  to  fend  me, 
as  commiiTary  of  Commercial  Re¬ 
lations,  a  lame  or  a  blind  man  ;  be- 
caufe  fuch  a  perfon  would  be  fure  to 
fay,  that  Dgezzar  had  made  hinv 
fo.’  Soon  after  he  faid,  £  I  deftre 
that  the  commiffar}^  you  may  fend 
fhall  refide  at  Seide,  as  that  is  the 
moft  commercial  port  in  my  domi¬ 
nions  :  befides,  it  is  not  neceftary 
he  ftiould  refide  here,  where  I  fli all 
be  mvfelf  the  French  Commiffary, 
and  fhall  take  care  that  your  counl 
trymen  be  well  received.  I  highly 
efteem  the  French.  In  ftature 
Bonaparte  is  final],  but  he  is  never- 
thelefs  the  greateft  of  mankind.  I 

O 

know  that  he  is  greatly  regretted 
at  Cairo,  where  they  wifh  to  fee 
him  again/  I  made  a  few  obfer- 
yations  on  the  peace  between  France 

A 

and  the  Porte;  to  which  he  an- 
■fwered,  ‘  Do  you  know  why  I  have 
thus  received,  and  feel  fo  much 
pleafure  at  feeing  you?  It  is  be- 
caufe  you  come  unauthorized  by  a 
Firman,  and  without  any  orders 
from  the  Divan.  I  have  the  great - 
eft  contempt  for  its  blind  Vizier. 
They  fay  that  Dgezzar  is  a  Bof- 
nian,  a  man  of  ftraw,  and  cruel  to 
excefs ;  but  neverthelefs,  I  can 
Hand  the  ordeal.  I  was  once  poor. 
My  father  had  nothing  to  bequeath 
me  but  courage.  I  have  achieved 
my  own  elevation  by  dint  of  ex¬ 
ertion.  This,  however,  does  not 
make  me  proud,  and  Dgezzar,  per¬ 
haps,  will  foon  finifti  his  career  ; 
not  that  he  is  old,  as  his  enemies 
report,  (he  then  performed  fome  of 


the  manoeuvres  of  the  Mamelukes* 
in  their  mode  of  rifmgtheir  arms. 
See.  which  he  really  executed  with 
furprifing  adroitnefs  and  agility,) 
but  becaufe,  moft  likely,  God  will 
have  it  fo.  The  King  of  France, 
once  fo  powerful,  has  perifhed. 
Nebuchadnezzar,  the  greateft  of  all 
kings,  was,  when  his  time  was 
come,  killed  by  a  fly,  See/  He 
made  feveral  other  obfervations  in 
this  ftrain,  and  afterwards  fpoke  of 
the  motives  which  induced  him  to 
make  war  upon  the  French  army  * 
from  the  whole  of  his  demeanour 
it  could  eaftly  befeen,  that  he  wiflu 
ed  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the 
Firft  Conful,  and  that  he  flirled  his 
refentments.  The  foliowingis  the 
Apologue,  which  he  ufed  to  demon- 
ftrate  the  caufes  of  his  refiftance0 
£  A  black  have,5  he  faid,  £  after  a 
long  journey,  in  which  he  had  buf¬ 
fered  the  greateft  privations,  ar¬ 
rived  at  a  little  field  of  fugar  canes : 
he.  flopped  therein,  and  indulged 
himfelf  in  partaking  of  the  delicious 
liquor  they  afforded  ;  and  at  length 
was  determined  to  remain  on  the 
fpot.  Very  foon  after,  two  tra¬ 
vellers,  who  had  followed  him, 
came  up.  The  firft  faid  to  him, 
Salamallee  (the  mode  of  wifhing 
health.)  The  devil  take  it,  an- 
fvvered  the  black.  The  fecond 
traveller  then  approached,  and  in™ 
quired  why  he  had  anfwered  in 
fuch  a  way  to  fo'good  a  wifn.  I 
had  very  good  reafon  for  it,  re¬ 
plied  he;  if  I  had.  anfwered  In  a 
friendly  manner,  the  man  would 
have  entered  into  converfation  with 
me,  and  afterwards  fat  downbefide 
me;  he  would  have  partaken  of  my 
refrefhments,  and  finding  them  de¬ 
ft  ruble,  would  have  endeavoured 
to  obtain  excluftve  poffeflion/  I 
recommended  to  the  favourable 
attention  of  Dgezzar  the  chriftians 
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and  the  Convents  at  Nazareth  and 
Jerufalem  :  He  allured  me  that  he 
would  treat  them  with  much  re¬ 
gard.  I  did  not  forget  the  Mu- 
ruales,  and  received  the  fame  affu- 
ranee  in  their  behalf.  Dgezzar 
frequently  obferved  to  me,  that  his 
word  was  with  him,  more  facred 
than  treaties.  Our  convention 
was  interrupted  for  fome  moments 
by  a  kind  of  military  mufic,  which 
he  performed  in  a  very  agreeable 
ftyle.  The  Palace  of  Dgezzar  is 
built  with  much  tafte  and  elegance; 
but,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  apart¬ 
ments,  a  number  of  turnings  are 
neceffary.  At  the  foot  of  the  hair- 
cafe,  however,  is  fituated  a  Prifon, 
the  gate  of  which  is  allowed  to  be 
open  from  noon  till  evening.  I 
faw  a  number  of  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants.  In  the  courts  1  ob¬ 
ferved  twelve  held  pieces  well 
mounted,  and  in  admirable  order. 
Never  did  I  encounter  a  fight 
more  hideous  or  repulfive  than  that 
of  the  minifter  of  Dgezzar,  whom 
I  met  in  going  out.  The  Pacha 
had  caufed  one  of  his  eyes  to  be 
put  out,  and  his  nofe  and  ears  to 
be  cut  off.  I  faw  in  the  town 
more  than  a  hundred  individuals  in 
the  fame  hate.  On  beholding  the 
domeftics  of  Dgezzar,  and  even 
the  inhabitants  of  Acre,  one  would 
imagine  himfelf  in  the  reforts  of 
brigands  ready  to  affaffinate.  This 
jnonfter  has  imprinted  the  mark  of 
his  atrocious  character  upon  every 
thing  within  the  limits  of  his 
power.  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing,  while  at  Acre,  the  procura- 
teur  of  the  Propaganda,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Holy  Land.  Of  the 
former,  and  of  the  commiffary  of 
the  Seven  Illes,  1  collected  fome  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  prefent 
date  of  Syria,  and  the  fortifications 
Vol.XLV.  or  Vol,  III.  New 


of  Acre,  of  which  I  had  feen  but 
a  part:  I  was  not  differed  to  vifit 
them.  The  procurateur  of  the 
Holy  Land  is  grateful  to  the  firft 
Conful  for  the  prote&ion  he  had 
afforded  the  Monks.  He  affured 
me  that  my  recommendation  to 
Dgezzar  would  be  vpry  ufeful. 
He  hinted  to  me  Dgezzarhs  earned 
wifhes  to  be  on  good  terms  with 
the  firft  Conful.  It  is  certain  that 
the  former  behaved  very  well  to 
the  crew  of  a  French  veffel  which 
put  into  Acre  diortly  before  my 
arrival.  Dgezzar  occupies  all 
Paleftine,  with  the  exception  of 
Jaffa,  where  Aboumarak  Pacha 
has  been  befieged  nearly  five 
months,  by  a  for6e  of  9000  Men. 
This  operation  prevents  Dgezzar 
from  carrying  on  hoftilities  with 
the  defired  vigour  againft  the 
emir  of  the  Drufes,  who,  for  th§» 
fpace  of  a  year,  had  paid  him  no 
tribute.  Tripoli  is  tranquil  at 
prefent :  it  is  different  at  Aleppo, 
whence  the  Pacha  has  been  driven. 
Pamafcus  is  in  open  rebellion 
againft  the  Porte  not  only  has 
the  Pacha  of  the  Divan  been  ex¬ 
pelled,  but  the  Aga,  who  cornu 
manded  the  citadel  for  the  Turks, 
has  been  delivered  up  by  the  fol— 
diers  to  the  infurgents,  who  have 
decapitated  him.  Tripoli  is  now 
under  a  rebellious  Pacha,  who  is 
a  creature  of  Dgezzar;  who  has 
lately  ordered  him  to  proted  the  pil¬ 
grims  from  Mecca.  In  a  word,  all 
Syria,  is  with  Dgezzar,  and  the 
Ottomans  are  as  much  detefted 
here  as  in  Egypt.  The  Mutualea 
live  peaceably  in  their  villages ; 
they  have,  however,  been  obliged 
to  retire  from  the  borders  of  the 
fea.  Aboumarak  is  now  at  the 
la  ft  extremity  :  this  man  is  equally 
inconfiderate  and  cruel,  and  fur. 
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pa  (Ted  only  by  Dgezzar.  The 
Chriftians  are  even  more  in  dread 
of  him,  and  tremble  for  their  fu¬ 
ture  fitoation.  The  Monks  of 
the  Convent  of  Jaffa  have  with¬ 
drawn  to  Jerufalem.  1  he  2 id 
November  1  quitted  Acre.  As 
the  winds  were  unfavourable  to  a 
'  Voyage  to  Jaffa,  I  fet  fail  lor 
Zante,  where  I  arrived  the  4th 
December.  I  landed  the  fame 
day,  but  the  Flip's  company  were 
put  under  Quarantine.  I  repaired 
to  the  houfe  of  the  French  com- 
milThry,  efc.orted  by  the  officers  of 
health.  I  foori  learned  that  the 
Ifle  and  the  Republic  were  fplit 
Intp  different  parties,  and  that  even 
the  tranquillity  of  the  place  was 
threatened.  1  affembled  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conftituted  authorities, 
and  the  principal  petfons  of  the 
town,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Governor 
M.  de  Califhipode.  After  having 
represented  to  them  the  intereft 
which  the  ffrffi  Conful  took  in  their 
welfare,  I  induced  them  to  lay  afide 
"that  Spirit  of  party  which  di  ft  rafted 
them,  and  to  wait  without  paid  on, 
•and in  iilenee,  theT.ew  conllitution. 
Thefe  few  words  were  received 
with  enthufialm,  and  all  of  them 
exclaimed,  (  France  lor  ever  * 
Bonaparte  for  ever!'  Thefe  cries 
were  reiterated  on  my  going  out 
by  more  than  4000  Men,  who 
followed  me  to  the  door.  ri  he 
Governor  and  the  Ruffian  com¬ 
mandant  were  alarmed  at  it ;  and 
I  learned  bv  the  French  com- 
miliary,  on  the  following  day,  that 
two  of  the  leading  men  were  fent 
to  prifon,  hut  that,  on  his  folicita- 
tions,  and  fearful  of  my  reproaches, 
they  were  fet  at  liberty  in  the 
'courfe  of  the  night,  I  went  to 
the  Conciergerie,  and  had  the 
Governor  brought  there.  I  fpoke 
to  him  ftrongly  on  the  irregularity 
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of  his  condudt :  he  was  alarmed, 
and  promifed  that  he  would  look 
upon  thofe  who  cried  out,  *  Live 
the  firft  Conful  !’  as  good  citizens, 
and  fhould  in  future  treat  them  as 
fuch.  As  he  fent,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night,  a  courier  to  liis  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  I  had  reafon  to  believe 
he  had  made  a  'wrong  report,  I 
immediately  wrote  to  the  Charge 
d’ Affairs  of  the  Republic  at  Cor- 
fou,  to  inform  him  what  had  pa  fled, 
and  that  I  wasfettingofffor  Meffina. 
I  do  not  Fray  from  the  truth  in 
alluring  you,  that  the  Iflands  of 
the  Ionian  Sea  will  declare  them- 
felves  French  as  fpon  as  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  lhall  offer  itfelf. 

Englifh  Army  in  Egypt. — That 
army,  commanded  by  General 
Stuart,  confifts  of  4430  Men. 
They  wholly  and  exclufively  occu¬ 
py  Alexandria  and  the  neighbouring 
forts.  The  Turks,  who  formed  the 
Garrifon  of  fome  of  thefe  forts,  have 
been  removed.  'Lately  the  Englifh 
General  has  occupied  Demanhour 
with  1 00  infantry  and  100  horfe,  un¬ 
der  the  pretext  offeu  rbing  the  Arabs. 
The  Englifh  have  made  no  necef- 
fary  works  for  the -maintenance  of 
the  forts ;  the  oalifades  are  almoft 
entirely  deft royed,  and  the  branches 
occafioneci  by  the  rains  have  very 
much  damaged  all  the  new  fortifi¬ 
cations.  They  occupy  none  of  the 
works  which  arc  beyond  the  line 
of  the  Arabs,  and  all  the  redoubts 
which  exiked  at  the  departure  of 
the  French  Army  are  deft  toyed. 
The  Pacha  of  Cairo  furnifhes  to 
the  Englifh  Army  corn,  rice, 
wood,  and  provisions,  without  any 
payment.  The  eonfumption  is 
treble  what  it  fhould  be :  they  com¬ 
mit  great  wake.  A  great  mifun- 
derftanding  reigns  between  Ge¬ 
neral  Stuart  and  the  Pacha. 
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STATE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Dillon’s  Regiment — Emi-' 

grants  -  -  450 

Britifh  Chuffeurs — Ditto  550 
Pvole’s  Regiment — Swifs  600 
Wetteville’s — Ditto  -  680 

The  10th  Regiment  of  In¬ 
fantry" — Engliih.  -  600 

0  O 

The  61ft  Regiment  Infantry 

— Ditto  -  -  '  650 

The  88th  Regiment  Infan¬ 
try — Ditto  -  -  400 

Dragoons  of  the  26th  Light 

— Ditto  -  350 

Artillery — Ditto  '  -  -  150 

Total  «  4430 

The  Turkifh  Army. — -Moham¬ 
med,  Pacha  of  Cairo,  who  has  ta¬ 
ken,  it  is  qot  known  why,  the 
title  of  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  does 
not  command  the  troops  in  per- 
fon.  Muhammed  Aly-Serr-Cherf- 
me,  who  had  the  command  fince 
my  arrival,  was  killed  before 
Gaza ;  they  are  now  under  the 
orders  of  Juflef  Kiahia.  Tair  is 
Pacha  of  the  Arnaoutes,  who  com- 
pofe  the  greateft  part  of  this  army, 
amounting  to  about  16,000  Men. 
They  from  time  to  time  receive  rein¬ 
forcements. — Chourchid- Ahmed,  a 
Pacha  of  two  tails,  is  at  Alexandria 
with  600  men,  who  occupy  no 
fortification.  This  Pacha  is,  as 
one  may  fay,  a  prifoner  with  the 
Englifh.  The  Turkifh  Army  con- 
fift's  of  7640  Men,  and  that  of  the 
Arnaoutes  of  8500,  making  a  whole 
of  16140. — It  is  ufelcfs  to  add, 
that  this  is  not  an  army,  they  are  men 
ill  armed,  without  difcipline,  with¬ 
out  confidence  in  their  chiefs,  and 
enervated  by  exceffive  debauchery. 


The  chiefs  are  in  every  thing  like 
their  foldiers ;  ignorant  even  of  the 
firfi  principles  of  the  military  art; 
and  uniformly  actuated  by  the  love 
of  wealth,  they  think  of  nothing 
but  of  obtaining  it,  and  of  find¬ 
ing  the  means  of  caarying  it  off  „ 
in  fafety.  ’  Six  thoufand  French 
would  at  prefent  be  enough  to 
conquer  Egypt. 

Army  of  the  Mamelukes. — - 
The  Army  of  the  Beys  is  com- 
pofed  of  3000  Mamelukes,  of 
3500  Arabs  of  the  Tribe  of 
Ababde  of  Chark,  and  of  3500 
of  the  Tribe  of  Binialy.  Mu¬ 
hammed  Bey  Elfy  married  the 
daughter  of  tile  Cheik  of  the  firft, 
and  Maarzouk  Bey  fon  of  Ibrahim 
Bey,  the  daughter  of  the  Cheik  o£ 
the  Tribe  of  Binialy.  The  power 
in  this  Army  is  divided  between 
Ibraham  Bey,  who  is  the  chief,, 
Eley  Bey  and  Ofman  Bey,  who  has 
fucceeded  Murad  Bey.  Their 
head-quarters  are  at  Djerge.  They 
have  80  French  deferters,  which 
form  a  fmall  Corps  of  Artillery* 
To  the  prefent  time  they  have 
beat  the  Turks  in  every  adtion* 
and  the  Egyptians  prefer  them  to 
the  Ofmanlis.  The  whole  of 
Upper  Egypt  has  fubmitted  to 
them. 

Syria. — Acre.  The  body  of 
this  place  has  been  repaired;  the 
Port  has  been  covered  with  a  fmall 
horned  work,  and  the  Tower  of 
the  angle  by  a  half-moon.  They 
have  likewife  made  a  fmall  Fleche, 
in  front  of  the  Palace  of  the  Pacha. 
— All  the  works  are  well  kept. 
The  weakeft  part  is  that  towards 
the  Sea,  and  particularly  the  point 
which  defends  the  entrance  of  the 
Port.  The  forces  of  Degezzar 
are  at  prefent  13  or  14,000  Men, 
of  which  9,000  are  employed  at 
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the  fieo-e  of  TafFa.  Terufalem  and 
Nazareth  are  occupied  by  the 
troops  of  the  Pacha  of  Acre.  The 
Naplonfains  ferve  againft  Ahou- 
marfk. — Jaffa.  The  Vizier,  after 
the  taking  of  Egypt,  caufed  the 
bodv  of  the  place  to  be  re- con - 
itruided,  which  is  at  prefent  in  a 
very  good  date.  Aboumarak, 
Pacha  of  Paleltine,  who  defends 
this  place,  has  a  garrifon  of  4000 
men.- — Gaza  is  occupied  by  400 
troops  of  Aboumurak. — The  Emir 
of  the  Drufes  has  refufed  to  De- 
gezzar,  his  annual  contribution, 
and  has  raifed  a  refpeftable  Anna, 
inent.  The  Pacha  waits  till  the 
fall  of  Jaffa  to  attack  him.  The 
Englifh  wifhed  to  interfere  as  me¬ 
diators  between  the  Emir  and 
Degezzar,  but  the  lad  refufed  their 
mediation.  The  Porte  has,  at  this 
moment,  little  connexion  with 
Syria. 

(Signed)  Horace  Sfbastiani. 
No.  II. 

Paris,  2  Pcvtpe,  Feb.  22. 

ACTS  OF  THE  GOVERN¬ 
MENT. 

Decree  of  the  Government  of  the 

2 id  February. 

THE  Government  of  the  Re¬ 
public  decrees,  that  a  view  of  the 
prefent  fituation  of  the  Republic 
thall  be  carried  to  the  legiflative 
body  by  the  meflengers  of  the 
Government,  and  alfo  the  fame  be 
Infer  ted  in  the  bulletin  of  the 
laws. 

(Signed) 

Bonaparte,  Firf!  Conful. 

By  Order  of  the  Fil'd  Conful, 

(Signed) 

H.  B.  Maret,  Secretary  of  State. 


VIEW  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
THE  REPUBLIC. 

EVEN!  S  have  neither  frudrated 
the  w idles,  nor  difappointed  the 
expectations  of  Government.  The 
legiflative  body,  on  refuming  its 
labours,  has  the  fatisfaftion  of 
finding  the  republic  flrengthened 
by  the  union  of  its  citizens,  more 
aftive  in  its  purfuits  of  induftry, 
and  more  confident  in  its  profpefts 
of  profperity. 

The  execution  of  the  Concordat, 
from  which  the  enemies  of  public 
order  ftill  ventured  to  conceive 
criminal  hopes,  has  almoft  every' 
where  produced  the  mod  beneficial 
efFe&s.  The  principles  of  an 
enlightened  religion,  the  voice  of 
the  fovereign  Pontiff,  the  firm- 
nefs  and  perfeverance  of  Govern¬ 
ment  have  triumphed  over  every 
obftacle.  Mutual  facrifices  have 
re-united  the  miniders  of  religion  ; 
enlightened  reafon,  and  cordial 
unanimity  have  revived  the  Gal¬ 
ilean  Church  ;  and  the  happieft 
change  has  already  manifeded 
itfelf  in  the  public  morals.  Every 
day  produces  a  more  perfect  coin, 
cidence  of  opinion  and  of  fenti- 
ment.  Childhood  is  more  docile 
to  the  inftruftions  of  parents,  and 
youth  more  fuhmiflive  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Magistrates.  The  Con- 
feription  goes  on  fmoothly  in  thofe 
very  places,  where  the  mere  name 
of  Confcription  was  fufficient  to 
dimulate  infur  reft  ion,  and  to  ferve 
the  Country  is  now  become  a  duty 
of  religion. 

In  thofe  departments  which  the 
firfi:  Conful  vidted,  he  every  where 
received  pledges,  and  obferved 
proofs  of  a  return  to  thofe  principles 

which 
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which  conftitute  the  {Length  and 
the  happinefs  of  fociety. 

In  the  departments  of  the  EuVe, 
the  Lower  Seine,  the  Oife,  the  in¬ 
habitants  proudly  exult  in  the  na¬ 
tional  elorv.  They  are  fenftble 
to  their  full  extent  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  equality.  They  hail 
with  bleffings  the  refioration  of 
Peace  :  they  receive  with  bleffinq-s 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  public  wor- 
fhip.  Thefe  are  the  ties  that  bind 
down  every  heart  to  the  date  and 
the  conftitution. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Government 
to  cherifh  and  direct  thefe  aufpici- 
ous  difpofitions. 

Ocher  forms  of  worfhip  have 
been  regularly  organized.  Con- 
fl{lories  are  formed  of  enlightened 
citizens,  tried  and  acknowledged 
defenders  of  public  order,  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty. 

Public  inftrudion,  that  indif- 
penfible  fupport  of  fociety,  is  every 
where  fought  after  with  eagernefs 
and  alacrity.  Several  Lyceums 
have  already  been  opened  ;  already, 
as  government  had  well  forefeen, 
a  number  of  private  fchools  afpire 
to  the  rank  of  the  fecondary 
fchools.  The  whole  body  of 
citizens  {hew  their  convidion 
that  there  can  be  no  happinefs  with¬ 
out  the  light  of  education  ;  that^ 
without  talents  and  information, 
there  can  be  no  equality  but  that 
of  mifery  and  fervitude. 

A  military  School  is  opened  to 
receive  the  young  defenders  of  the 
country.  Soldiers,  they  will  learn 
to  fupport  the  life  of  Camps,  and 
endure  the  fatigues  of  War.  By 
long  habits  of  obedience  they  will 
be  trained  up  to  the  'art  of  com¬ 
manding,  and  they  will  bring  to 
the  armies  courage  and  difeipline, 
united  with  talents  and  with 
knowledge. 
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In  the  Lyceums,  as  well  as  in 
the  military  School,  the  youth  of 
the  departments,  newly  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  the  Republic,  will  live 
mingled  without  any  diftindion 
with  the  youth  of  Old  France. 
From  this  confuiion  of  minds 
and  manners,  from  this  commu¬ 
nication  of  habits  and  of  difpo¬ 
fitions,  from  this  commixture  of 
interefts,  of  projeds,  and  of  hopes, 
will  fpring  up  that  fraternity, 
which  of  feveral  nations  will  make 
but  one  people,  deftined  by  their 
pofition,  by  their  courage,  and  by 
their  virtues,  to  form  the  centre 
of  union,  and  theexamplesofEurope. 

The  National  Inftitute,  which 
has  its  afcendency  over  public  in¬ 
ftrudion,  has  received  a  more 
ufeful  d  redion,  and  henceforward 
will  exert  a  more  adive  influence 
over  the  National  Charader,  over 
the  language  of  the  country,  and 
over  the  arts,fciences,  and  literature. 

In  order  to  infure  the  {lability 
of  our  infant  Inftitutions,  in  order 
to  remove  from  the  eyes  of  the 
public  the  fpedre  of  difeord  which 
apeared  to  them  in  the  periodical 
return  of  eledions  to  the  fupreme 
magiftracy,  the  friends  of  the  coun¬ 
try  called  for  the  confulate  for  life 
to  be  granted  to  the  firil  Magif. 
ft  rate.  The  people  upon  being 
confulted  anfwered  to  their  call, 
and  the  fenate  proclaimed  the  will 
of  the  people. 

The  fyftem  of  lifts  of  eligibility 
could  not  refill  the  reft  of  expe¬ 
rience,  and  the  force  cf  public 
opinion. 

The  organization  of  the  Senate 
was  incomplete. 

The  National  Tuftice  was  left 
to  be  adminiftered  by  tribunals 
without  harmony,  and  without  de¬ 
pendence  on  each  other.  There 
was  no  authority  to  proted  or  to 
*  X  3  reform 
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reform  them  ;  no  tie  of  reftraint  to  tions ;  always  independent  of  pow- 
fubjecf  them  to  one  common  dif-  er,  but  never  independent  of  the 
cipline.  ,  laws. 

In  fine,  there  was  wanting  to  The  privilege  of  granting  pardon 
France  a  power  to  reclaim  juftice  when  the  intereft  of  the  republic 
itfelf,  the  power  of  granting  par-  requires  it,  or  when  circumftances 
don.  How  often  thele  twelve  prefcribe  indulgence,  is  entrufted 
years  paft  has  that  power  been  im-  to  the  hands  of  the  firft  Magiftrate; 
plored  !  *How  many  unfortunates  but  it  is  only  confided  to  him  under 
have  fallen  the  victims  of  an  inflex-  the  guard  of  juftice  itfelf ;  he  is 
ible  fternnefs  wftth  which  wife  men  to  exercife  it  only  under  the  eyes 
reproached  our  laws!  How  many  of  a  Council,  and  after  having  con- 
criminals  have  beet)  acquitted  fulted  the  fevereft  oracles  of  the 
through  a  falfe  indulgence,  becaufe  law. 

our  punishments  were  too  fevere  !  If  inftitutions  may  be  appreci- 
A  Senatus  Confultum  has  re-  ated  by  their  eftefts.,  never  was 
ftored  to  the  people  the  exercife  of  any  inftitution  more  important  in 
thofe  rights  which  the  Conftituent  its  refill t  than  the  organic  Senatus 
Affembly  had  acknowledged  ;  but  Confultum.  From  that  moment 
it  has  reftored  them  furrounded  with  the  French  people  began  to  confide 
precautions,  which  preferve  the  in  their  deftiny ;  property  began 
people  from  errors  or  precipitation  to  refume  its  former  value,  and 
in  their  choice ;  with  precautions  {peculations  of  diftant  view  to  be 
which  guard  the  influence  of  pro-  multiplied -until  that  moment 
perty,  and  the  preponderance  of  every  thing  feemed  to  float  in  un¬ 
enlightened  talents.  certainty*  The  prefent  moment 

Should  the  fir  ft  magiftracy  be-  was  cherifhed ;  the  next  was  a  fub- 
come  vacant,  the  duties  and  the  je<T  of  alarm,  and  the  enemies  of 
proceedings  of  the  fenate  are  traced  the  country  continue  to  cherifti 
out  for  fuch  an  emergency:  forms  hopes.  Since  that  moment  they 
of  certain  operation  guide  the  are  reduced  to  impotence  and  to 
wifdom  and  the  liberty  of  rheir  deteftation. 

choice;  and  the  quick  decifton  of  The  I  Hand  of  Elba  has  been 
that  choice  deprives  ambition  of  ceded  to  France;  that  acquifition 
the  means  of  confpiring,  and  gives  her  a  mild  and  induftrious 
anarchy  of  the  means  of  deft  roying.  people;  two  fine  ports,  a  produc- 
The  cement  of  time  will  every  tive  and  precious  mine:  but  being 
day  confolidate,  more  and  more,  fepa rated  from  France,  it  could  not 
this  tutelary  inftitution.  It  will  be  intimately  united  with  any  of 
be  not  only  the  term  of  all  dif-  her  departments,  or  fubjeffed  to 
quietudes,  and  the  objeeft  of  all  the  regulations  of  a  common  ad- 
hopes,  but  likewife  the  faireft  re-  miniftration.  Principles  have 
compence  that  can  be  held  out  to  been  made  to  bend  to  the  neceflity 
public  fervices  and  public  virtues.  of  circumftances;  exceptions  have 
Juftice  embraces  all  the  tribunals  been  eftablifhed  for  the  Iftand  of 
with  one  common  bond.  They  Elba,  which  its  pofition,  and  the 
have  each  their  fubordinatc  ftation  public  intereft  preferibed. 
and  their  cenfor:  they  are  always  The  abdication  of  the  fovereign, 
free  in  the  exercife  of  their  func-  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the 

neceflity 
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neceffity  of  exifting  circumftances, 
had  placed  Piedmont  under  the 
power  of  France.  Amidft  the  na¬ 
tions  that  furrounded  it,  with  the 
elements  that  compofed  its  popula¬ 
tion,  Piedmont  was  unable  to  fup- 
port  cither  the  weight  of  its  own 
.  independence,  or  the  ,expences  of  a 
Monarchy.  United  to  France,  it 
will  reap  the  benefits  of  its  fe- 
curity,  and  its  greatnefs ;  its  la¬ 
borious  and  enlightened  citizens 
will  exert  their  induftry  and  theif 
talents  in  the  bolom  of  the  arts, 
and  under  the  fnade  of  peace. 

Security  and  tranquillity  prevail 
in  the  interior  of  France.  The 
vigilance  of  the  maglftracy,  the 
feverity  ofjnftice,  and  a  Gendar¬ 
merie  vigoro'ufly  appointed,  and 
direfted  by  a  commander,  grown 
grey  in  the  career  of  honour,  has 
every  where  impreifed  terror  on  trie 
minds  and  the  attempts  of  the 
brigands. 

Private  intereft  has  raifed  itfelf 
to  a  fentiment  of  public  intereft. 
Citizens  have  not  flirunk  from 
attacking  thofe  whom  they  for¬ 
merly-dreaded,  even  when  they 
were  chained  down  at  the  foot  of 
the  tribunals  of  Juftice.  Whole 
Communes  have  taken  up  arms  and 
deftroyed  the  brigands.  Fo¬ 
reigners  envy  the  fecurity  of  our 
public  roads,  and  that  public  force, 
which,  though  often  invisible,  is 
always  prefen t,  attend  on  their 
footilens,  and  watch  for  thffir 
protection,  without  any  necefliry 
of  imploring  its  aid. 

During  the  courfe  of  a  difficult 
year,  amidft  the  exigencies  of  a 
general  fcarcity,  the  poor  looked 
with  confidence  to  the  care  of 
Government.  They  fupported 
with  courage  the  privations  which 
neceffity  impofed ;  and  they  re¬ 
ceived  with  gratitude  the  fuccours 


which  they  we‘re  taught  to  ex- 
peft. 

The  crime  of  forgery  is  no 
longer  encouraged  by  the  hope  of 
impunity.  The  zeal  of  the  tribu¬ 
nals  appointed  to  profecute  and 
ptinifia  it,  and  the  juft  feverity  of 
the  laws,  have  at  lenyth  checked 
the  prog  refs  of  an  evil  which 
threatened  both  the  public  treafure* 
and  the  fortunes  of  individuals. 

Our  cultivation  daily  improves, 
and  defies  the  moft  boafted  agricul¬ 
tural  fyftcms  of ‘Europe.  In  every 

department  are  to  be  found  en- 

1 

lightened  farmers,  who  afford  both 
inlt  ruction  and  example. 

Premiums  have  been  held  out 
for  improving  the  breed  of  horfes ; 
and  fimilar  encouragements  are 
propofed  for  the  improvement  of 
wool  by  the.  introduction  of  a  fo- 
reign  breed  of  fheep.  Zealous  ad- 
miniftrators  are  every  where  occu* 
pied  in  tracing  out  and  revealing 
the  richnefs  of  our  foil,  and  in  dif- 
feminating  the  ufeful  plans  and  the 
happy  reful  ts  which  experience 
daily  difeovers. 

Our  manufactures  multiply  and 
receive  new  fpirit  and  improve¬ 
ment.  While  they  emulate  each, 
they  will  foon,  no  doubt,  become 
the  rivals  of  the  moft  renowned 
manufactures  of  foreign  countries. 
Henceforth  there  will  be  nothing 
wanting  to  their  profiperity  but  ca¬ 
pitals  lei's  dearly  purchafed.  But 
capital ilds  begin  already  to  give  up 
the  hazardous  fpeeularions  of  ftock- 
jobbing,  and  devote  their  attention 
to  the  improvement  of  land  and 
the  purfuit  of  ufeful  enterprizes. 
More  than  twenty- thoufand  work, 
men,  who  were  difperfed  through¬ 
out  Europe,  have  been  recalled  by 
the  attention  and  by  the  favours  of 
Government,  and  will  foon  be  re* 
ftored  to  our  manufactures. 

*  X  4  Among 
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Among  our  manufa&ures  there 
is  one  which  is  almoft  peculiar  to 
France,  which  Colbert  kindled 
up  by  his  genius.  It  was  buried 
under  the  ruins  of  Lyons :  Govern¬ 
ment  has  exerted  all  its  endeavours 
to  extricate  it.  Lyons  is  again 
xeftored  to  fplendour  and  opulence  ; 
already  do  its  manufactures  impofe 
a  tribute  on  the  luxury  of  Europe. 
But  the  principle  of  their  fuecefs  is 
to  be  found  in  the  luxury  of  France 
itfelf ;  it  is  in  the  changefuinefs 
of  our  tade,  and  the  mutability  of 
our  fafhions,  that  foreign  .luxury 
mull  look  for  its  aliment,  it  is  that 
gives  motion  and  life  to  an  immenfe 
population,  who,  without  that  en¬ 
couragement,  mud  lofe  itfelf  in  cor¬ 
ruption  and  mifery. 

There  will  foon  be  at  Compiegne, 
there  will  foon  arife  on  the  confines 
of  La  Vendee,  a  number  of  Pryta- 
nees,  where  our  youth  will  be 
brought  up  in  habits  of  induftry, 
and  inftruCled  in  the  mechanical 
arts.  From  that  fource  our  dock¬ 
yards  and  our  manufactures  will 
one  day  draw  infpeCtors  to  direCl 
their  labours. 

Fourteen  millions  arifing  out  of 
the  BarrierTax,  and  ten  millionsout 
of  the  Extraordinaries,  have  been 
employed  during  the  year  io  in  im¬ 
proving  the  public  roads,  in  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  old  communications. 
New  communications  have  alfo 
been  opened.  The  Simplon,  Mount- 
Cenis,  and  Mount-Genevre,  will 
foon  open  a  triple  and  eafy  accefs  to 
Italy— a  high  road  will  lead  from 
Genoa  to  Marfeilles — a  road  is 
chalked,  out  from  Saint  Efprit.  to 
Gap- — another  from  Rennes  to  Bred, 
through  Pontivy.  At  Pontivy 
<edablifhments  are  to  be  raifed  which 
will  have  a  powerful  influence  over 
the  public  mind  of  the  departments 


of  which  ci-devant  Brittany  was 
compofed — a  Canal  will  introduce 
into  it  new  fources  of  commerce 
and  profperity. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  from 
Bingen  to  Coblent z,  a  neceflary 
road  is  cut  through  inacceflible 
rocks.  The  neighbouring  com¬ 
munes  affoclate  their  labours  to  the 
facrifices  of  the  public  treafury,  and 
the  people  of  the  other  bank,  who 
ridiculed  the  folly  of  the  enter- 
prize,  areadonifhed  and  confounded 
at  the  rapidity  of  the  execution. 

A  great  number  of  workmen  are 
employed  on  the  Canal  of  Saint 
Quin  tin. 

The  Canal  of  Ourcq  is  opened, 
and  foon  will  Paris  people  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  its  waters,  and  the 
falubrity  and  the  embellifhments 
which  they  promife. 

The  Canal  intended  to  unite  the 
navigation  of  the  Seine  and  the 
Saone,  of  the  Danube  and  the 
Rhine,  is  aimed  entirely  nnifhed 
as  far  as  Dole,  and  the  public  trea¬ 
fury  already  receives  in  the  in- 
Vreafed  price  of  wood,  to  which 
that  Canal  opens  the  approach,  a 
fum  equal  to  that  which  it  has 
furnifhed  for  the  continuance  of  the 
work.  -  , 

The  Canals  of  Argues,  Mortes, 
and  the  PJione,  the  draining  of  the 
marfhes  of  the  Lower  Charante,  are 
begun,  and  will  open  up  new  chan¬ 
nels  to  commerce,  and  afford  new 
lands  for  cultivation.  Works 
are  going  forward  for  the  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  dykes  of  the  Ille  of 
Cadfand,  of  Odend,  of  the  Cotes  , 
du  Nord,  and  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  the  navigation  of  our  rivers. 
This  navigation  is  no  longer  given 
up  folely  to  the  labours  and  the 
cares  of  Government.  The  owners 
of  boats  plying  on  thefe  rivers  have 

already 
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already  felt  that  it  was  their  pa¬ 
trimony,  and  they  fix  on  themfelves 
the  taxes  by  which  the  works  am 
to  be  kept  in  proper  repair.  On 
the  Ocean  Forts  are  erecting-  to 
cover  the  roads  of  the  Ille  of  Aix5 
and  to  pro  ted  the  vefiels  of  the 
Republic.  Every  where  funds  are 
raifed  for  the  reparation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  our  ports.  A  new 
bal'on  and  locked  fluices  will  ter¬ 
minate  the  harbour  of  Havre,  and 
will  form  an  excellent  port  for  the 
commerce  of  La  Manche.  A  com¬ 
pany  of  Pilots  is  formed  to  fecure 
the  fafe  navigation  of  L’Efcaut,  and 
to  free  foreign  Pilots  from  the  dam 
ger’to  which  an  unknown  naviga¬ 
tion  mud  expofe  them. 

At  Antwerp  labours  are  begun, 
which  will  have  the  effaft  of  re. 
ftoring  to  its  commerce  its  ancient 
celebrity,  and  the  Government 
has  in  contemplation  a  plan  for 
forming  Canals  to  unite  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Efcaut,  the  Meufe, 
and  the  Rhine,  to  give  to  our  docks 
thofe  materials  of  wcod  which 
grows  in  our  own  foil,  and  to  our 
manufactures  a  perfeHion  which  the 
manufacturers  of  other  countries 
difpute  with  us  on  our  own  terri¬ 
tory. 

The  Ifiands  of  Martinique,  To¬ 
bago,  and  St.  Lucie,  have  been 
reltored  to  us  with  all  the  elements 
of  profperity.  Guadaloupe,  re-con¬ 
quered  and  pacified,  returns  to  cul¬ 
tivation.  Guiana  rifes  from  a  long 
protraCted  infancy,  and  a  flumes  a 
flourifhing  appearance. 

St.  Domingo  had  fubmittcd,  and 
the  author  of  its  troubles  was  in 
France.  Every  thing  announced 
the  return  of  profperity,  but  a  cruel 
malady  delivered  it  up  to  new 
miferies.  At  length  the  fcourge 
which  dcfolated  our  Army  has 


ceafed  its  ravages.  The  Forces 
which  now  are  on  the  I  (land,  and 
thofe  which  will  fpeedily  arrive 
from  our  different  ports,  guarantee 
the  proipe.ct  of  its  fpeedy  return 
to  peace  and  to  commercial  pur- 
fuits. 

Vefiels  are  fet'ting  fail  for  the 
I  lies  of  France  and  Re- union,  and 
for  India. 

! 

Our  maritime  commerce  is  feek- 
ing  to  renew  its  ancient  connec¬ 
tions,  to  form  new  relations ;  and. 
by  thefe  efforts  it  gains  new 
firength.  Already  happy  expe¬ 
rience  and  wife  encouragements 
have  reanimated  a  fpirit  for  en¬ 
gaging  in  the  Fifhery  which  was 
long  the  patrimony  of  France. 
Commercial  Expeditions  dill  more 
important  are  formed  or  projefted 
for  the  Weft  India  Colonies,  the 
I  fie  of  France,  and  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

Marfeilies  refumes  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  its  antient  afeen- 
dancy. 

Chambers  of  commerce  have 
been  reftored  in  the  cities  where 
they  formerly  exifted.  New  ones 
have  been^ftablifhedin  thofe  places, 
which,  by  the  extent  of  their  opera¬ 
tions  and  the  importance  of  their 
manufactures,  have  appeared  to 
defer ve  them.  In  thefe  affocia- 
tions,  formed  by  perfons  whofe 
fituation  entitles  them  to  the 
honour  of  choofing  the  mem¬ 
bers,  the  fpirit  as  well  as  the 
fcience  of  commerce  will  revive. 
There  its  interefts  will  be  de¬ 
veloped,  infeparable  from  the  in¬ 
terefts  of  the  date.  The  merchant 
will  there  learn  to  place,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  riches,  the  confideration 
which  honours  them,  and  before 
the  enjoyments  of  a  vain  luxury, 
that  wife  economy  which  fixes  the 

efteem 
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nefteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  and 
the  confidence  of  ftrangers. 

Deputies,  chofen  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  chambers,  will  difcnfs,  in 
the  prefence  of  government,  the  in- 
ierefts  of  commerce  and  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  the  laws  and  regulations 
which  circumftances  may  require. 

In  our  forces,  by  fea  and  land, 
inftruflion  and  the  love  of  difcipline 
arefeduloufty  inculcated.  Rcfpon- 
iibility  becomes  more  rigid  in  our 
military  corps.  An  economical 
adminiftration  has  fucceeded  to 
the  dilapidating  fyftem  of  contrails. 
The  foldier,  better  fed  and  better 
clothed,  underftands  economy,  and 
his  favings,  which  he  throws  into 
the  common  dock,  attach  him  to 
his  ftandard  as  well  as  to  his  family. 

Every  branch  of  our  finances 
becomes  more  produftive.  The 
collection  of  direct  contribution  is 
lefs  rigorous  with  regard  to  the 
contributors.  In  the  year  fix  it 
was  reckoned  that  about  fifty  mil¬ 
lions  were  in  the  hands  of  the  col¬ 
lectors  of  Taxes,  and  payments 
were  three  or  four  years  in  arrear. 
At  this  moment  the  fum  in  the 
hands  of  the  collectors  is  not  above 
three  millions,  and  the  contribu¬ 
tions  are  paid  even  before  they  are 
due. 

All  the  rules  which  have  been 
made,  and  all  the  plans  of  adminif- 
tration  which  have  been  formed, 
g i  ve  a  produce  dill  increaling.  The 
xules  applicable  to  the  regiltering 
of  commercial  tranfa&ions  is  pro¬ 
ductive  to  a  degree,  which  attefts 
the  rapid  movements  of  capital  and 
the  .multiplicity  of  bufinefs  which 
is.tranfaCted, 

In  the  midft  of  fo  many  figns  of 
profperity,  the  excefs  of  the  direct’ 
contributions  is  dill  made  a  ground 
©f  complaint. 


The  Government  has  learnt  from 
every  one  verfed  in  the  principles 
of  taxation,  that  the  furcharge  con¬ 
fided  chiefly  in  the  inequality  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  taxes  were  im- 
pofed.  Meafures  have  been  taken, 
and  are  carrying  into  effect,  to  as¬ 
certain  the  real  inequalities  which 
exift  in  the  different  departments. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  year  i  2,  regular 
and  flmultaneous  operations  will 
have  ascertained  what  is  the  rela¬ 
tion  which  ought  to  exift  betwixt 
the  contributions  of  the  different 
departments,  and  what  in  each  de¬ 
partment  is  the  juft  rate  of  the  land 
tax.  The  moment  that  a  certain 
refill t  has  been  flxed,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  wiil  give  orders  for  thofe 
alterations  which  juftice  requires. 
But  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  and 
without  waiting  for  thofe  refuits, 
it  will  propofe  an  important  di- 
munition  in  the  Land  Tax. 

Innovations  are  ftill  propofed  in 
our  financial  fyftem ;  but  every 
change  is  an  evil,  if  it  cannot  be 
fatisfaftorily  demonftrated  that 
certain  advantage  would  refult 
from  it.  The  Government  will 
feek  from  time  and  from  difeuflions, 
weighed  with  all  poffible  care,  the 
maturity  of  rhefe  projects  which 
inexperience  often  hazards  ;  which 
they  fupport  by  thofe  paft  ex-r 
ainples,  the  memory  04  which  has 
been  almoft  effaced  from  the  public 
mind,  and  on  the  financial  doctrines 
of  a  nation  which,  by  unnatural 
and  exaggerated  efforts,  has  broke 
through  every  meafure  of  public 
contribution  and  expenditure. 

With  an  increafe  of  revenue 
which  no  one  ventured  to  calculate, 
extraordinary  circumftances  have 
led  to  wants  which  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  forefee. 

It  was  neceffary  to  reconquer 
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two  of  our  colonies,,  and  to  re- 
eftablifh  in  all  the  power  and  the 
Government  of  the  mother  coun¬ 
try. 

It  was  neceffary,  by  means  fud- 
den  and  too  extended  to  admit  of 
rigid  economy,  to  procure  fubfif- 
tence  for  the  capital  and  feveral  of 
the  departments.  At  leaft,  how¬ 
ever  the  fuccefs  of  the  government 
has  been  equal  to  its  efforts,  and 
after  thefe  vaft  exertions,  refources 
remain  henceforth  to  guarantee  the 
capital  again!!  the  return  of  want, 
and  to  difconcert  the  projects  of 
monopoly. 

In  the  methodized  ftatement  of 
the  minifter  of  finance,  will  be 
found  a  general  view  of  the  annual 
contributions  and  the  different 
branches  of  the  public  revenue, 
what  was  their  amount  during  the 
laft  year,  what  profped  of  ame¬ 
lioration  exifted ;  whether  from 
the  mode  of  adminiftrRtion  Or  the 
progrefs  of  public  profperity,  what 
have  been  in  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  minidry,  the  elements 
of  expenditure  during  the  year  ten  ; 
what  are  the  fums  ftill  remaining 
to  be  paid  for  that  and  former 
years ;  what  refources  exift  to  cover 
them,  whether  arifmg  from  out- 
ftanding  arrears  of  taxes,  or  from 
the  extraordinary  funds  appropri¬ 
ated  to  pay  off  the  debts  contrac¬ 
ted  in  thefe  years,  and  which  have 
not  yet  been  exhausted;  what  is. the 
actual  amount  of  the  public  debt ; 
what  has  been  its  increafe,  how  it 
has  been  diminilhed  by  natural 
caufes,  and  how  its  extinction  has 
been  affeCted  by  the  finking  fund. 

In  the  account  of  the  minifter 
of  the  public  treafury  will  be  feen 
a  ftatement  of  the  receipts,  the 
payments  of  the  year  ten what 
belongs  to  the  different  branches  of 
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the  revenue ;  what  is  chargeable  in 
each  year  and  on  each  part  of  the. 
adminiflration. 

The  united  account  of  the  two 
minifters  will  form  a  complete  ta¬ 
ble  of  our  financial  lituation.  The 
Go  vernment  hold  up  with  equal 
fatisfaftion  the  picture  which  it 
prefents  to  its  friends  and  its  de¬ 
tractors,  to  citizens  and  to  foreign- 

O 

ers. 

After  authorizing  the  forefeen 
expence  of  the  year  12,  and  ap¬ 
propriating  the  necelfary  revenue, 
objects  of  the  greateft  intereft  will 
occupy  the  attention  of  rhe  legifla- 
five  body.  It  is  neceffary  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  change  into  our  fyftem  of 
coinage.  The  cuftom-houfe  duties 
muft  be  re-organized,  fo  as  more 
effectually  to  check  the  progrefs 
of  contraband  trade.  It  is  at 
length  effential  to  give  to  France 
that  civil  code  fo  long  promifed 
and  fo  long  expected. 

Above  all,  projects  of  laws  have 
been  formed  under  the  obfervation 
of  government,  and  matured  in  con¬ 
ferences  where  commiffions  from  the 
council  of  ftate'and  the  tribunate 
were  animated  only  by  the  love  of 
truth  and  regard  for  the  public 
intereft.  The  fame  fentiments,  the 
fame  principles  will  guide  the  de¬ 
liberation  of  the  legillators,  and 
fecu re  to  the  republic  the  wifdom, 
and  the  impartiality  of  the  laws 
which  arc  adopted. 

On  the  continent,  every  thing 
offers  us  pledges  of  repofe  and  traru 
quillity. 

The  Italian  Republic,  fince  the 
proceedings  at  Lyons,  has  been 
daily  ftrengthening  itfelf  by  the 
more  intimate  union  of  the  people 
of  whom  it  is  compofed.  The 
happy  harmony  among  the  autho.- 
rities  by  which  it  is  governed,  its 

internal 
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internal  adminidration,  its  military 
force  already  give  it  the  charafter 
and  the  attitude  of  a  date  long 
edablilhed ;  and  if  wifdorn  prefer ve 
them,  they  guarantee  to  it  a  de- 
fciny  of  uninterrupted  profperity. 

Liguria,  placed  under  a  mixed 
conditution,  fees  at  its  head,  and 
in  the  bofom  of  its  authorities,'  all 
thofe  of  its  citizens,  the  moil  eili- 
mable  for  their  virtues,  by  their 
illumination  and  their  fortune. 

New  fhocks  have  convoked  the' 
Helvetic  republic.  The  Govern, 
rnent  owed  its  fupport  to  neigh¬ 
bours,  whofe  repofe  was  effential  to 
the  repofe  of  France,  and  it  will 
ufe  every  exertion  to  enfure  the 
fuccefs  of  its  mediation,  and  with 
it  the  happinefs  of  a  people  whofe 
habits,  and  whofe  interefts,  make 
it  the  neceifary  ally  of  France. 

Batavia  fuccelfively  takes  pof- 
feihon  of  the  colonies  which  the 
peace  reftored  to  her. 

She  will  ever  remember  that 
France  mull  ever  be  her  mod  ufeful 
friend  or  her  mod  dedruftive  foe. 

In  Germany  the  lad  ftipulations 
of  the  treaty  of  Luneville  are  car¬ 
rying  into  effeft. 

Pruffia,  Bavaria,  all  the  fecular 
princes  who  had  pofleflions  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  will  ob¬ 
tain  on  the  right  bank  fuitable  in¬ 
demnities. 

The  Floufe  of  Audria  finds  in 
the  bifhopricks  of  Salzburgh, 
Aifcntett,  Trent,  and  Brixen, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  Pau,  more 
than  it  had  lod  in  Tufcany.  Thus, 
by  the  happy  co-operation  of 
France  and  Ruflia,  all  permanent 
intereds  are  eonciliated,  and  from 
the  bofom  of  that  temped  which 
feemed  ready  to  overwhelm  it  the 
Germanic  empire,  that  empire  fo 
necedary  to  the  equilibrium  and 


the.  repofe  of  Europe,  rifes  more 
powerful,  compofed  of  elements 
more  homogeneous,  better  com¬ 
bined  and  more  adapted  to  the 
circumdances,  and  opinions  of  the 
prefen t  age. 

A  French  ambaffador  is  at  Con- 
dantinople,  charged  with  renewing 
and  fortifying  the  ties  which  attach 
us  to  a  power  which  feeins  to  be 
threatened  with  dedruftion,  but 
which  it  is  our  intered  to  fuftain 
and  to  fupport  the  foundations  by 
which  it  is  upheld. 

The  Britifh  Forces  are  dill  in 
Alexandria  and  Malta.  \  he  Go¬ 
vernment  had  a  Fair  right  of  com¬ 
plaint,  but  it  has  received  intelli. 
gence  that  the  veflels  which  are  to 
convey  them  to  Europe  are  already 
in  the  Mediterrranean. 

The  Government  guarantees  to 
the  nation  the  peace  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  and  it  is  permitted  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  hope  of  the  continuance  of 
maritime  peace.  This  peace  is  the 
war’d:,  as  Weil  as  the  defire  of  all 
nations,  for  its  prefervation,  the 
Government  will  do  every  thing 
compatible  with  national  honour, 
eflentially  connected  with  the  drift 
execution  of  the  treaties. 

But  in  England,  two  parties 
maintain  a  conted  for  power.  One 
of  thofe  parties  has  concluded 
peace,  and  appears  defirous  of  main¬ 
taining  it.  The  other  has  taken 
an  oath  of  eternal  hatred  to 
France.  Hence  that  fluctuation  of 
opinion  and  of  counfels  which  pre¬ 
vail.-— Hence  that  attitude,  at  the 
fame  time  pacific  and  menacing. 

While  this  conted  of  parties  con¬ 
tinues,  meafures  of  precaution  are 
what  the  Government  is  called  upon 
to  adopt.  Five  hundred  rhoufand 
men  ought  to  be,  and  fhall  be  ready 
to  undertake  its  defence,  and  avenge 
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its  injuries.  Strange  neceffity 
which  miserable  paffions  impofe  on 
two  nations,  whom  infereft  and 
inclination  mutually  prompt  to  the 
cultivation  of  peace. 

Whatever  fuccefs  intrigues  may 
experience  in  London,  no  other 
people  will  be  involved  in  new  com¬ 
binations — the  Government  fays, 
with  confcious  pride,  that  England 
alone  cannot  maintain  a  ftruggle 
againft  France. 

But  we  have  better  hopes,  and 
we  believe  that  in  the  britiih  ca¬ 
binet,  nothing  will  be  liftened  to 
but  the  counfels  of  wifdom  and  the 
voice  of  humanity. 

Yes,  doubtlefs,  the  peace  will 
daily  be  more  confolidated.  The 
relations  of  the  two  Governments 
will  alTume  that  character  of  good- 
will  which  is  fuitable  to  their 
mutual  interefts.  A  happy  repofe 
will  bury  the  recolletftion  of  the 
long  calamities  of  a  difaftrous 
war,  and  France  and  England, 
rendering  theif  happinefs  recipro¬ 
cal,  will  deferve  the  gratitude  of 
the  whole  world. 

The  Firft  Conful, 

(Signed)  Bonaparte* 

By  Order  of  the  Firft  Conful, 
The  Secretary  of  State, 

H,  B.  Maret. 

No.  III. 

Paris ,  iGy  Brmnaire,  loth  year  (  i^th 
November,  I  802. 

I  FORWARD  to  you,  Citizen, 
a  (erics  of  queftions,  concerning 
which  I  am  aefirous  of  having  your 
anfwers.  You  will  have  the  good- 
nefs  to  place  them  oppofite  the  quef¬ 
tions  on  the  fame  fheet  of  paper, 
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doubled  in  two,  fimilar  to  the  one 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  fend 
to  you.  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  you 
to  fend  me  this  paper  as  foon  as 
pcffible,  without,  however,  fuffer- 
ing.  your  too  great  hafte  to  be  pre¬ 
judicial  to  your  accuracy.  If  you 
are  doubtful  upon  any  point,  you 
will  have  the  goodnefs  to  mention 
it.  You  will  probably  find  no 
difficulty  in  confulting  with  fome 
well  informed  merchants  or  clerks 
in  theCuftom-Houfe,who  you  think 
may  have  it  in  their  power  to  give 
you  iome  pofitive  information,  and 
you  will  declare  the  fources  from 
whence  you  have  drawn  that  in¬ 
formation.  You  will  not  confider 
this  bufinefs  as  forming  a  part  of 
your  official  correfpondence.  You 
muft  not  number  it,  but  you  mud: 
content  yourfelf  with  putting  at 
the  lop  of  it,  as  in  the  projet 
which  I  enclofe  to  you  Private 
C  orrefpondence . 

••  "  '  1.  >  ■> 

To  Citizen  Fauvelet,  at  Dublin. 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

No.  TV. 

Pri  vate  Correspondence. 

Queftions. 

1.  WHAT  number  of  veftels 
have  entered  and  cleared  out  of  the 
ports  within  your  diftrift  within 
each  year  from  1792  to  180  1  in- 
clufive  ? 

2.  What  is  their  tonnage  or 
their  admeafurement  in  fea  ton# 
of  2000  4  P  ? 

3.  Under  what  flag  do  they  na¬ 
vigate  ? 

4.  I  rom  whence  they  come  ? 

5.  Whither  bound  ? 


6 .  With 
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6.  With  wlut  merchandize 
freighted,? 

7.  What  was  the  price  of  freight 
to  the  principal  ports  of  Europe, 
each  fea  ton  of  2000  4P.S.  ? 

8.  What  French  productions  are 
molt  in  requeft  in  the  market  of 
the  town  where  ‘you  refide,  as  well 
as  of  the  other  confiderable  towns 
in  your  diftridt  ? 

9.  What  is  the  merchandize 
which  can  be  exported  to  France 
with  greater  advantage  from  the 
faid  markets  than  from  any  other  ? 

10.  What  are  the  courfe  of  ex¬ 
change,  and  the  current  prices  of 
merchandize  from  three  months  to 
three  months  from  the  year  1792 
to  1801  ? 

jl.  You  are  required  to  furnifh  a 
flan  of  the  ports  of 'yonr  dijlri£i>  'with 
a  fpecification  of  the  foundings  for 
mooring  f vejfels . 

12..  if  no  plan  of  the  ports  can  he 
procured ,  you  are  to  point  out  with 
what  wind  no  of 'els  can  come'  in  a?id  go 
gut,  and  what  is  the  great  eft  draught 
of  water  with  which  'vqffels  can  enter 
therein  deeply  laden  ? 

1 3.  What  are  the  principal  com¬ 
mercial  houfes  ? 

If  the  heads  of  thefe  houfes  are 
foreigners,  you  are  to  point  out  of 
what  country  they  are  ;  and  in  all 
cafes  you  are  to  Hate  with  what 
countries  they  'are  principally  con¬ 
nected,  and  what  is  their  chief  line 
of  commerce. 

14.  What  is  the  ufual  courfe  of 
exchange  ? 

1  5.  Whether  there  is  a  public 
bank,  and  what  is  its  organization  ? 

16.  Whether  there  are  any  In* 
furance  Companies,  public  or  pri¬ 
vate,  and  what  are  their  cuftoms 
and  rules,'  and  tfe  prices  of  infu- 
rance,  for  European  and  long  voy¬ 
ages  ? 


17.  In  cafe  there  exifts  any  other 
public  eftablifhment  which  relates 
to  commerce,  you  are  to  give  every 
poffible  detail  concerning  it,  efpe~ 
cially  in  whatever  regards  manu¬ 
factures  and  fifheries. 

18.  You  are  to  point  out  the  re¬ 
lative  conformity  of  weights  and 
meafures  with  thofe  of  France,  an- 
tient  and  modern,  as  foon  as  you 
fh all  have  obtained  practical  and 
exaCl  information  on  thofe  points. 

19.  You  are  to  add  to  all  this 
the  mod:  extenfive  information,  as 
well  general  as  particular,  which 
you  may  be  able  to  obtain  from  au¬ 
thority,  efpecially  with  regard  to 
commerce,  *  and  particularly  ref- 
peCting  falfe  accounts  of  purchafes 
and  fales  of  different  merchandizes, 
in  order  to  afeertain  the  expences, 
rights,  and  local  cuftoms,  in  cafes 
of  purchafes  and  fales. 

20.  Whether  there  are  any  fairs 
in  your  diftrict  ;  what  fpecies  of 
trafftc  is  carried  on  there,  and  to 
what  amount. 

No.  V'. 

Front  the  Hamburgh  Ccrrefpondenten 
of  March  IQ,  i8oq. 

The  following  article  is  ioferted  by 
*  Defire. 

Paris ,  March  13. 

FOR  feme  months  a  war  of 
nevvfpapers  and  of  the  prefs  has 
been  kept  up  between  France  and 
England.  This  feemed  merely  the 
dying  embers  of  an  extinguifhed 
conflagration  ;  the  iaft  coniblation  » 
of  a  defperate  party;  the  food  of 
tome  low  paffions  and  a  few  hungry 
fcribblers.  The  French  Govern¬ 
ment  was  far  from  attaching  im¬ 
portance  to  fuch  matters.  Not- 
withftanding  feme  difficulties  in  Fe 
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complete  execution  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  they  ftill  believed  they 
might  rely  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
Britifti  Government,  and  directed 
their  attention  folely  to  the  re-efta- 
bliflimentof  the  colonies.  Reiving 
upon  the  facrednefs  of  treaties,  they 
fecurely  difperfed  the  remains  of  the 
French  naval  force,  which  had  been 
ven  a  prey  to  the  Englifh  Fleet. 
In  this  fituation,  fuddenly  appeared 
a  folemn  meflage  from  the  cabinet 
of  St.  James's,  and  informed  all 
Europe  that  France  was  making 
conftderable  preparations  in  the 
ports  of  Holland  and  France;  an 
addrefs  was  voted  by  Parliament, 
promifing  to  the  King  of  England 
fuch  extraordinary  means  of  defence 
as  the  fecurity  of  the  Rritifh  Em¬ 
pire  and  the  honour  of  the  three 
erown-s  might  require. 

From  the  fudden  appearance  of 
this  meflage,  people  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  the  efFedl  of  treachery, 
of  lunacy,  or  of  weaknefs.  Let 
any  one  call  his  eye  over  the  ports 
of  France  and  Holland,  where  he 
will  find  only  detached  naval  pre¬ 
parations  declined  for  the  colonies, 
and  confifting  only  of  one  or  two 
line  of  battle  (hips  and  a  few  fri¬ 
gates.  On  the  other  hand,  let 
him  look  at  the  ports  of  England, 
filled  with  a  formidable  naval  force  ; 
on  fuch  a  review  one  could  be 
tempted  to  believe  that  the  meflage 
of  the  King  of  England  was  mere 
irony,  if  fuch  a  farce  were  not  un¬ 
worthy  the  majefly  of  a  govern¬ 
ment,  If  one  coniiders  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  factions  in  fofree  a  country, 
one  might  fuppofe  that  the  King 
ol  England  had  only  had  the  weak¬ 
nefs  to  yield,  if  weaknefs  were 
compatible  with  the  firft  quality  of 
a  king.  In  fhort,  no  national  mo¬ 
tives  remain  to  which  it  can  be 


aferibed,  except  bad  faith —except, 
a  fworn  enmity  to  the  French  na~ 
tion — except  perfidy,  and  the  defire 
of  openly  breaking  a  folemn  treaty, 
for  the  lake  of  advantages  which 
will  be  maintained,  and  the  facri- 
fice  of  which  the  honour  of  France1: 
and  the  faith  of  treaties  forbid. 

When  a  man  reads  this  meflage 
he  thinks  himfelf  tranfpor ted  'to  the 
rimes  of  thofe  treaties  which  the 
Vandals  made  with  the  degenerate 
Romans,  when  force  ufurped  the 
place  of  right,  and  when,  with  a 
hafty  appeal  to  arms,  they  inful  ted 
the  antagonift  they  meant  to  attack. 
In  the  prefent  flate  of  civilization 
there  is  a  refpeft  which  a  great 
monarch,  which  a  polilhed  people 
owe  to  themfelves,  wfere  that  re- 
fpeft  no  more  than  to  feek  a  plan- 
fible  pretext  for  an  unjuft  war.  But 
in  this  inflance  every  thing  is  pre¬ 
cipitate,  and  repugnant  to  decency 
and  to  juftice.  An  eternal  war 
would  fucceed  a' dreadful  conteft  ; 
and  the  more  unjuft  the  attack,  the 
more  irreconcileable  would  be  its 
-unimofity. 

Such  a  novelty  will  doubtlefs 
excite  the difapproba tion  of  Europe* 
While  even  the  Englifh,  whofe  na¬ 
tional  pride  had  not  entirely  blind¬ 
ed  them,  fighed  at  this  profpeft,  did 
the  Times  call  the  peace  of  Amiens 
an  Armiftiee,  and  in  doing  fo, 
pa  fled  the  fevereft  fatire  on  the 
government  it  defended;  and  the 
rapid  fall  of  the  national  funds  is 
the  firft  prelude  to  the  misfortunes 
which  may  follow  as  the  revenge 
due  for  the  wound  given  to  all  fo* 
cial  rights. 

The  French  are  lefs  intimidated 
than  irritated  by  the  threats  of 
England.  They  have  neither  been 
difpirited  by.  their  reverfes,  nor 
elated  by  their  victories ;  in  a  war 

to 
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|o  which  there  appeared  no  termi¬ 
nation,  they  faw  all  Europe  con¬ 
federated  againft  them.  Their 
conflancy,  their  courage,  and  the 
prompt  a&ivity  of  their  Govern¬ 
ment,  brought  it  to  a  conclufion. 
'This  war  would  have  a  different  ob¬ 
ject.  France  would  contend  for  the 
liberty  of  the  ftates  of  Europe,  and 
the  facrednefs  of  their  treaties  ; 
and  if  the  Englifh  Government  be 
determined  to  make  it  a  national 
war,  perhaps  her  boafted  formidable 
naval  flrength  would  not  be  fuf- 
ficicnt  to  decide  the  refult,  and  to 
fecure  the  victory. 

The  French,  flrong  in  the  juft  ice 
of  their  caufe,  and  in  the  confidence 
they  repofe  in  their  Government, 
do  not  dread  the  new  expences  and 
new  facrifices  which  fuch  a  war 
might  render  neceffary.  Their 
fyftem  of  finance  is  more  ftmple  and 
lefs  artificial  than  that  of  London, 
and  fo  much  the  more  folid.  Tt  all 
lies  in  their  foil  and  in  their  cou¬ 
rage. 

On  the  firft  news  of  the  Englifh 
meftage,  all  eyes  were  turned  to  the 
cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries.  As 
Hioft  trifling  motions  received  a 
character  of  importance,  its  moft 
unpremidated  words  were  eagerly 
caught  up.  Every  one  impatiently 
expected  the  aftembly  for  the  pre- 
fentation  of  foreigners,  which  Ma¬ 
dame  Bonaparte  holds  once  a  month. 
Every  one  was  prepared  to  draw 
fome  inferences  from  it.  It  was  as 
fplendid  as  ufual.  The  firft  Con- 
ful  made  his  appearance,  and  faid, 
on  his  entrance,  to  the  Englifh 
ambaffador,  who  was  handing  bc- 
fide  M.  Markoff,  i(  We  have  been 
at  war  for  twelve  years.  The 
king  of  England  fays,  that  France 
is  making  immenfe  pavai  prepara¬ 


tions.  He  has  been  led  into  an 
error.  In  the  French  ports  there 
are  no  preparations  of  any  mag¬ 
nitude.  The  whole  fleet  is  gone 
to  St.  Domingo  and  the  Colonies. 
With  regard  to  the  ports  of  Hol¬ 
land,  to  which  the  rneflage  likewife 
alludes,  there  are  only  the  prepa¬ 
rations  for  the  expedition  under 
General  Vidor,  and  alb  Europe 
knows  its  deftination  is  for  Loufi- 
ana.  The  king  fays  farther,  that 
between  the  cabinets  of  Paris  and 
London  differences  continue.  I 
know  of  none.  It  is  true  that  Eng¬ 
land  ought  to  have  evacuated 
Malta,  and  Malta  is  not  evacuated  ; 
and  as  his  Britannic  Majefty  has 
bound  himfelf  by  the  moft  folemn 
treaty  ever  entered  into,  it  is 
impoflible  to  doubt  of  the  fpeedy 
evacuation  of  that  ifland;  and/* 
added  the  firft  Conful,  “  thofe  who 
would  attempt  to  frighten  the 
French  people  fhould  know,  that  it 
is  poflible,  to  kill  but  not  to  in¬ 
timidate  them." 

During  the  courfe  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  the  firft  Conful  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  near  M.  Markoff,  he 
faid  aloud,  “  that  the  Britifh  mi- 
niftry  wiftied  to  keep  Malta  for 
five  years  more.  Such  a  propofal 
wras  infultinu,  and  no  treaties 
fhould  be  entered  into  which  it  was 
not  refolved  to  obferve."  At  the 
conclufion  of  the  aftembly,  when 
the  Engdifh  ambaffador  was  about 
t ©Retire,  the  firft  Conful  faid  to 
him,  “  Madame  the  Duchefs  of 
Dorfet  has  fpent  the  unpleafant  part 
of  the  year  at  Paris.  It  is  my 
fincere  wifh  that  fhe  may  alfofpend 
the  agreeable  feafon.  But  if  it 
fhould  happen  that  we  really  muft 
go  to  war,  the  refponftbility  is  ex- 
cidlvely  with  thcfe  who  deny  the 
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validity  of  their  own  contrafls, 
fince  they  refufe  to  obferve  treaties 
which  they  had  concluded/' 

Thefe  words  of  the  fir  It  Conful 
require  no  comment.  They  ex¬ 
plain  completely  his  prefent  opi¬ 
nions,  his  paft  conduct,  and  his  re- 
folution  for  the  future.  It  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  compare  them  with  the 
tergiverfations,  the  duplicity,  the 
evalions,  and  the  mefiage,  of  the 
English  Government,  in  order  to 
be  enabled  to  decide  on  the  juftice 
of  the  difpute. 

No.  VI. 

Corfu,  Dec.  lOy  1802. 
My  Lord, 

THE  laft  letters  from  my  agent 
at  Zante  furnifh  me  with  the  in¬ 
formation,  that  the  Cornelia  French 
Frigate,  having  on  board  Horatio 
Sebaftiani,  Chief  of  Brigade,  and 
charged  with  a  public  million  on 
the  part  of  the  find  Conful  of  the 
French  Republic,  came  to  anchor 
there  on  the  3d  Inftant.  The 
Envoy  finding  that  a  veflel  coming 
from  Alexandria  was  fubjedft  to  a 
long  quarantine,  and  could  not 
permitted  to  communicate  freely 
with  the  Ihore,  applied  to  the 
Delegate  of  that  Ifland  for  permif- 
fion  to  land,  which  being  granted 
him,  he  was  conduced  to  the  De¬ 
legate's  apartments.  He  then 
requefted  that  a  meeting  of  the 
three  orders  might  be  called,  which 
was  alfo  complied  with,  and  twelve 
perfons,  four  of  each  order,  met 
in  the  Delegate's  houfe.  The 
Envoy  Sebaftiani  then  harangued 
them  nearly  in  the  terms  of  the 
addrefs,  whidh  I  have  herewith  the 
honour  of  inclofing  to  your  lord- 
Vol.  XLV.  or  Vql.  III.  Ne 
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{hip.  Kis  Speech,  however,  con. 
tained  fome  additional  obferva- 
tions,  importing,  that  Bo?:aparte 
bad  been  the  firft  to  break  the  chains 
of  the  Iflanders .  When  he  had  done 
fpeaking  a  tumultuous  cry  was  ut¬ 
tered,  of  Viva  la  Liberia!  Viva 
I’Uguagliawza  ! 

Before  his  departure,  however, 
he  caufed  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Delegate  of  Cephalonia,  and  to  the 
Senate  of  Corfu,  copies  of  the  in- 
clofed  addrefs,  exprelling  a  wifh 
that  it  might  be  generally  circu¬ 
lated  among  the  people  of  each 
ifland, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  Spiridion  Forestk 

l 

Right  Honorable  Lord  Hawkeflbu^y 

& c.  Sc c.  See. 

No.  VIL 

Corfu,  January  2,  1805, 
My  Lord, 

IN  my  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo* 
your  londfhip  will  perceive  that  I 
inferted  the  arrival  of  the  Cornelia 
French  frigate  at  Zante,  and  that 
Horatio  Sebaftiani  harangued  the 
people  of  that  ifland.  At  that 
time  I  was  not  in  pofleflion  of  his 
exadl  oration,  but  fince  then  the1 
Delegate  of  Zante  tranfmitted  his 
Speech  to  the  Senate  of  Corfu ;  a 
copy  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  fub- 
mit  to  your  lordfliip's  attention. 

Monfieur  Romieu,  the  French - 
minifter  here,  communicated  ta 
the  prince  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
firft  Conful  of  the  French  republic 
had  taken  under  his  protection  the 
Catholic,  Apoftolic,  and  Roman 
churches  of  this  republic;  and  on 
the  19th  December  wrote  to  the 
r  Series.  *  Y  vieai 
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vicar  gtneral  of  Corfu  to  inform 
him  oi  the  fame  ;  a  copy  of  which 
permit  me  to  inclofe  for  your 
perufal. 

From  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  Commiffary  here,  and  thofe 
of  the  other  ifiands,  together  with 
the  difpohtion  of  the  natives,  I 
am  afraid  that  this  republic  will 
he  a  conftant  theatre  of  French 
intrigue.  The  aforefaid  Com- 
mili'aries  occafion  Count  Mocenigo 
and  this  government  an  infinite 
deal  of  trouble. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Spiridio  n  Fore st i. 

Right  Honorable  Lord  Hawkef- 

burv,  &c.  &c.  See. 

( firft  Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  J.) 

(Translation.) 

Horace  Sebaftiani,  Chief  of  Bri¬ 
gade  of  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons, 
and  Envoy  of  the  Firft  Conful  in 
the  Levant. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Delegate 
of  Zante. 

Sir, 

THE  firft  Conful  Bonaparte  has 
charged  me  to  vifit  theie  i {lands 
which  compofe  your  Republic,  and 
to  affure  the  inhabitants  that  he 
takes  a  lively  intereft  in  their 
profperity. 

I  know  that  the  difference  of 
political  opinions  divides  this  riling 
Republic  into  various  parties,  and 
that  without  the  wife  meafures  ta¬ 
ken  by  your  Government,  its  tran¬ 
quillity  will  be  destroyed.  I  could 
wifb  you  to  make  known  to  your 
adminiftrators  and  fellow-citizens 
how  much  the  firft  Conful  wilhes 
to  fee  a  ftop  put  to  thofe  inteftine 
Rmfiom  which  affiid  thefe  i Hands, 


Your  political  independency  has 
been  guaranteed  by  France,  Ruff  a, 
and  the  Sublime  Porte.  Thefe 
powerful  nations,  united  together 
by  the  bonds  of  the  trueft  friend- 
fhip,  are  occupied,  in  concert  with 
your  mod  enlightened  and  moft  vir-i 
tuous  fellow-citizens,  to  give  you 
a  form  of  government  fuitable  to 
your  fituation  and  the  genius  of 
your  inhabitants.  Wait  with  con¬ 
fidence  and  moderation  the  refult 
of  thefe  important  operations,  and 
be  affured  that  you  will  fee  the 
end  of  your  ills,  and  the  beginning 
of  your  profperity.  All  exagge¬ 
rations  of  political  opinions  are  ini¬ 
mical.  to  the  general  profperity  : 
abfolute  democracy,  always  tern- 
peftuous,  facrifices  to  vain  chimeras 
the  fecurity,  the  property,  civil 
liberty,  and,  in  fhort,  all  that 
conftirutCs  the  happinefs  of  a  ftate  : 
Ariftocracy  which  is  not  moderated 
is  always  tyrannical,  and  the  ele¬ 
vation  of  a  fmall  number  of  fa¬ 
milies,  is  preferred  to  talents  and 
to  virtue.  In  order  that  a  Go¬ 
vernment  may  be  profperous,  it  is 
neceffary  that  it  ftiould  have  in  its 
formation  a  happy  combination  of 
the  advantages  of  different  forms 
of  Gevernment ;  the  power  and 
promptitude  of  monarchy,  the  vi¬ 
gilance  and  intelligence  of  arif¬ 
tocracy,  and  the  vigour  and  eleva¬ 
tion  of  democracy ;  that  the  citizens 
may  find  the  fecurity  enjoyed  un¬ 
der  the  firft,  the  tranquillity  of 
the  fecond,  and  the  equality  of 
rights  fixed  by  the  laws  which  are 
found  in  the  third. 

Recoiled  that  the  man  who  forms 
a  part  of  fociety  only  preferves  the 
liberty  of  doing  that  which  is  not 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  others ; 
and  that  equality  only  confifts  in 
the  exad  execution  of  the  laws,  ana 
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in  the  protection  which  they  afford 
to  every  member  of  the  political 
body.  As  the  quarantine  prevents 
communication,  I  beg  you  will 
communicate  this  my  letter  to  all 
the  authorities,  and  alfo  to  the 
principal  inhabitants. 

I  avail  myfelf  of  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  allure  you  of  the  fentiments 
ot  efteem  and  confideration  which 
I  entertain  for  your  perfon. 

(  Second  Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  'J  J 

(Tranflation.) 

Liberty.  Equality. 

K. 

/ 

Corfu,  29th  Frimaire,  i  ith  year 
of  the  French  Republic. 

The  Adjutant  Commandant  Romieuxy 
C ommijfary  General  of  Commercial 
Relations ,  and  Charge  d’  Affaires  to 
the  Republic  of  the  Seven  Iflandsy 
to  the  V tear  General  of  the  Catholic , 
Apoflolic,  and  Roman  Churches  at 
Corfu. 

Mr.  Vicar  General, 

I  HASTEN  to  inform  you,  with 
the  greateft  joy,  that  1  have  juft 
received  the  exprefs  orders  of  my 
Government  to  place  the  church  of 
the  Roman  religion  in  the  Republic 
of  the  Seven  Iflands,  under  its 
fpecial  protection.  I  make  this 
communication  to  the  Prince  of  the 
fenate.  This  proof  of  the  good 
will  of  the  French  towards  this 
church,  will  be  a  powerful  motive, 
Mr.  Vicar  General,  for  addrefling, 
through  the  faithful  in  your  com¬ 
munion,  the  molt  ardent  vows  to 
Heaven  for  the  profperity  of  the 
French  Republic,  and  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  lives  of  its  Confuls, 
in  the  fame  way  as  the  Roman 


churches  praCtife  in  the  French 
Republic. 

With  the  moft  diftinguifhed  con* 
fideration,  Mr.  Vicar  General,  X 
have  the  honour  to  falute  you. 

(Sfgned.)  A.  Romieux* 

A  true  copy,  Spiridon  Forefti. 


Declaration  of  His  Majefy . 

HIS  Majefty  *s  earned  endea- 
vours  for  the  prefervation  of  peace 
having  failed  of  fuccefs,  he  enter¬ 
tains  the  fulleft  confidence  that  he 
fhall  receive  the  fame  fupport  from 
his  parliament,  and  that  the  fame 
zeal  and  fpirit  will  be  manifefted 
by  his  people,  which  he  has  expe¬ 
rienced  on  every  occafion  when  the 
honour  of  his  crown  has  been  at® 
tacked,  or  the  eflential  interefts  of 
his  dominions  have  been  endan¬ 
gered. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
negociations  which  led  to  the  pre¬ 
liminary  and  definitive  treaties  of 
peace  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
French  Republick,  it  was  his  Ma~ 
jefty’s  fincere  defire,  not  only  to 
put  an  end  to  the  hoflili ties  which 
fubfifted  between  the  two  countries, 
but  to  adopt  fuch  meafures,  and  to 
concur  in  fuch  propofitions,  as 
might  moft  effectually  contribute 
to  confolidate  the  general  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Europe.  The  fame  mo¬ 
tives  by  which  his  Majefty  was 
actuated  during  the  negotiations  for 
peace,  have  fince  invariably  go¬ 
verned  his  conduCt.  As  foon  as 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  was  conclu¬ 
ded,  his  Majefty ’s  courts  were 
open  to  the  people  of  France  for 
every  purpofe  of  legal  tedrefs ;  all 

s  Y  2  fequef- 
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fequeftrations  were  taken  off  their 
property  ;  all  prohibitions  on  their 
trade  which  had  been  impofed 
during  the  war  were  removed,  and 
they  were  placed,  in  every  refpecf, 
on  the  fame  footing  with  regard 
to  commerce  and  intercourfe,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  any  other  date  in 
amity  with  his  Majedy,  with 
which  there  exiited  no  treaty  of 
commerce. 

To  a  fydem  of  conduct  thus 
open,  liberal,  and  friendly,  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  afford  the  moil  driking  con- 
trad.  The  prohibitions  which  had 
been  placed  on  the  commerce  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjefts  during  the  war 
have, been  enforced  with  increaicd 
ftri&nefs  and  feverity ;  violence 
has  been  offered  in  feveral  in  dances 
to  their  veiTels  and  their  property  ; 
and,  in  no  cafe,  has  judice  been 
afforded  to  thofe  who  may  have 
been  aggrieved  in  confequenqe  of 
fuch  aefs,  nor  has  any  fatisfaftory 
anfwer  been  giv.en.  to  the  repeated 
reprefentations  made  by  his  Ma¬ 
jesty's  numbers  or  ambaffador  at 
Paris.  Under  fuch  circumdances, 
when  his  Majedy 's  fubjefts  were 
not  buffered  to  enjoy  the  common 
advantages  of  peace  within  the 
territories  of  the  French  republics, 
and  the  countries  dependent  upon 
it,  the  French  government  had 
recourfe  to  the  extraordinary  mea- 
fure  of  fending  over  to  this  coun¬ 
try  a  number  of  perfons  for  the  pro- 
feffed  purpofe  of  redding  in  the 
mod  condderahle  towns  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  cha- 
ra&er  of  commercial  agents  or  con- 
fuls.  Thefe  perfons  could  have  no 
pretendons  to  be  acknowledged  in 
that  charafler,  as  the  right  of  being 
fo  acknowledged,  as  well  as  all  the 
privileges  attached  to  fuch  a  fixa¬ 


tion,  could  only  be  derived  from  a 
commercial  treaty  ;  and  as  no  trea¬ 
ty  of  that  defeription  was  in  exid- 
ence  between  his  Majedy  and  the 
French  Republick. 

There  was  confequently  too 
much  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
real  objed  of  their  midion  was  by 
no  means  of  a  commercial  nature, 
and  this  fufpicion  was  condrmed, 
not  only  by  the  circumdance  that 
lome  of  them  were  military  men, 
but  by  the  adual  difeovery  that 
feveral  of  them  were  furnifhed  with 
inbrudions  to  obtain  the  foundings 
of  the  harbours,  and  to  procure 
military  fur  veys  of  the  places  where 
it  was  intended  they  fhould  redde. 
His  majedy  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  prevent  their  departure  to  their 
refpedive  places  of  dedination,  and 
reprefented  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  the  neceffity  of  withdrawing 
them  ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  circumdances  under  which  they 
were  fent,  and  the  indrudions 
which  were  given  to  them,  ought 
to  be  conddered  as  decidve  indi¬ 
cations  of  the  difpodtions  and  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  government  by  whom 
they  were  employed. 

The  condud  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  with  refped  to  the  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  between  the  two 
countries,  mud  therefore  be  cond¬ 
dered  as  ill  fuited  to  a  date  of  peace, 
and  their  proceedings  in  their  more 
general  political  relations,  as  well 
as  in  thofe  which  immediately  con¬ 
cern  his  Majcfty’s  dominions,  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  altogether  in- 
conddent  with  every  principle  of 
good  faith,  moderation,  and  juf- 
tice.  His  Majedy  had  entertain, 
ed  hopes,  in  confequence  of  the 
repeated  adurances  and  profeflions 
of  the  French  government,  that 
they  might  have  been  induced  to 
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adopt  a  fyftem  of  policy  which, 
if  it  had  not  infpired  other  powers 
with  confidence,  might  at  lead  have 
allayed  their  jealoufies.  If  the 
French  government  had  really  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  aftuated  by  a  due  at¬ 
tention  to  fuch  a  fyftem  ;  if  their 
difpofitions  had  proved  to  be  effen- 
tially  pacific,  allowances  would 
have  been  made  for  the  fituation 
in  which  a  new  government  rouft 
be  placed  after  fo  dreadful  and  ex- 
tenfive  a  convulfion  as  that  which 
has  been  produced  by  the  French 
revolution.  But  his  Majefty  has 

unfortunately  had  too  much  reafon 
* 

to  obferve  and  to  lament  that  the 
fyftem  of  violence,  aggreffion,  and 
aggrandizement,  which  character¬ 
ized  the  proceedings  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  governments  of  France  during 
the  war,  has  been  continued  with 
as  little  difguife  ftnce  its  termina¬ 
tion.  Ihey  have  continued  to 
keep  a  French  army  in  Holland 
againft  the  will,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  remonftrances  of  the  Batavian 
government,  and  in  repugnance  to 
the  letter  of  three  folemn  treaties. 
They  have,  in  a  period  of  peace, 
invaded  the  territory,  and  violated 
the  independence  of  the  Swifs  na¬ 
tion,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  of 
Luneville,  which  had  ftipulated 
the  independence  of  their  territory, 
and  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  to 
chufe  their  own  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  Ihey  have  annexed  to  the 
dominions  of  France,  Piedmont, 
Parma,  and  Placentia,  and  the 
ill  and  of  Elba,  without  allotting 
any  provifion  to  the  King  of  Sar¬ 
dinia,  whom  they  have  defpoiled 
of  the  molt  valuable  part  of  his 
territory,  though  they  were  bound, 
by  a  folemn  engagement  to  the 
Emperor  of  RufTia,  to  attend  to  his 
interefts  and  to  provide  for  his 


eftablifhment.  It  may,  indeed, 
with  truth  be  afferted,  that  the 
period  which  has  elapfed  fince  the 
conclufion  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
has  been  marked  with  one  con¬ 
tinued  feries  of  aggreffion,  violence, 
and  infult,  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government. 

In  the  month  of  Cdtober  la  ft, 
his  Majefty  was  induced,  in  con- 
fequende  of  the  earned:  folicitation 
of  the  Swifs  nation,  to  make  an 
effort,  by  a  reprefen  tat  ion  to  the 
French  government*  to  avert  the 
evils  which  were  then  impending 
over  that  country.  This  repre- 
fentation  was  couched  in  the  moflv 

•  a 

temperate  terms  ;  and  meafures 
were  taken  by  his  Majefty  for 
afeertaining,  under  the  circumftan- 
ces  which  then  exifted,  the  real 
fituation  and  wifhes  of  the  Swifs 
cantons,  as  well  as  the  fentiments 
of  the  other  cabinets  of  Europe. 
His  Majefty  learned,  however, 
with  the  utmoft:  regret,  that  no 
difpofition  to  coufnteraft  thefe  re¬ 
peated  in  fractions  of  treaties  and 
adls  of  violence,  was  manifefted  by 
any  of  the  powers  mod  immediate¬ 
ly  interefted  in  preventing  them  ; 
and  his  Majefty  therefore  felt  that, 
with  refpedt  to  thefe  objects,  his 
fingle  efforts  could  not  be  expedled 
to  produce  any  conftderable  advan¬ 
tage  to  thofe  in  whofe  favour  they 
might  be  exerted. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the 
French  government  firft  diftin&ly 
advanced  the  principle,  that  his 
Majefty  had  no  right  to  complain 
of  the  conduct,  or  to  interfere  with 
the  proceedings  of  France,  on  any 
point  which  did  not  form  a  part 
of  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens.  That  treaty  was  un- 
queftionably  founded  upon  the 
fame  principle  as  every  other  an- 
*  Y  3  tecedent 
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tecedent  treaty  or  convention,  on 
the  affumption  of  the  Hate  of  pof- 
feffion  and  of  engagements  fubfift- 
ing  at  the  time  of  its  conclufion  ; 
and  if  that  Hate  of  poffeHion  and  of 
engagements  is  materially  affedted 
by  the  voluntary  ad  of  any  of  the 
parties,  fo  as  to  prejudice  the  con¬ 
dition  on  which  the  other  party 
has  entered  into  the  contradt,  the 
change,  fo  made,  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  operating  virtually  as  a  breach 
of  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  as  giving 
the  party  aggrieved  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand  fatisfadion  or  compenfation 
for  any  fubftantial  difference  which 
filch  ads  may  have  effected  in  their 
relative  fituations ;  but  whatever 
may  be  the  principle  on  which  the 
treaty  is  to  be  confidered  as  found¬ 
ed,  there  is  indifputably  a  general 
law  »f  nations ,  which,  though  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  limited,  explained,  or 
reftrained  by  conventional  laau}  is 
antecedent  to  it,  and  is  that  law  or 
rule  of  condud  to  which  all  fover- 
eigns  and  Hates  have  been  acculto- 
med  to  appeal,  where  conventional 
law  is  admitted  to  have  been  filent. 
The  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  every 
other  treaty,  in  providing  for  the 
objeds  to  which  it  is  particularly 
direded,  does  not  therefore  affume 
or  imply  an  indifference  to  all  other 
objeds  which  are  not  fpecified  in 
its  Hipulations,  much  lefs  does  it 
adjudge  them  to  of  a  nature  to 
be  left  to  the  will  and  caprice  of 
the  violent  and  the  powerful.  The 
juHice  of  the  caufe  is  alone  a  fufii- 
cient  ground  to  warrant  the  inter- 
polition  of  any  of  the  powers  of 
Europe  in  the  differences  which 
may  2rife  between  other  Hates, 
and  the  application  and  extent  of 
that  juH  interpofition  is  to  be  de¬ 
termined  folely  by  confutations 
of  prudence,  Thefe  principles  can 


admit  of  no  difpute ;  but  if  the 
new  and  extraordinary  pretenfion 
advanced  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  to  exclude  his  MajeHy  from 
any  right  to  interfere  with  refped 
to  the  concerns  of  other  powers, 
unlefs  they  made  a  fpecific  part  of 
the  Hipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  was  that  which  it  was 
poffible  to  maintain,  thofe  powers 
would  have  a  right,  at  leaH,  to 
claim  the  benefit  of  this  principle, 
in  every  cafe  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries.  The  indigna¬ 
tion  of  all  Europe,  muH  furely 
then  be  excited  by  the  declarations 
of  the  French  government,  that, 
in  the  event  of  hoHilities,  thefe 
very  powers  who  were  no  parties 
to  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  who 
were  not  allowed  to  derive  any 
advantage  from  the  remonfirances 
of  his  MajeHy  in  their  behalf,  are 
neverthelefs  to'be  made  the  vidtims 
of  a  war  which  is  alledged  to  arife 
out  of  the  fame  treaty,  and  are  to 
be  facrificed  in  a  conteH  which 
they  not  only  have  not  occafioned, 
but  which  they  have  had  no  means 
whatever  of  preventing. 

His  MajeHy  judged  it  moH  ex¬ 
pedient,  under  the  circumHances 
which  then  affedted  Europe,  to  ab- 
Hain  from  a  recurrence  to  hoHili¬ 
ties  on  account  of  the  views  of 
ambition  and  adts  of  aggrefiion 
manifeHed  by  France,  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  ;  yet  an  experience  of  the 
character  and  difpoHtions  of  the 
French  government  could  not  fail 
to  imprefs  his  MajeHy  with  a  fenfe 
of  the  neceflity  of  increafed  vigi¬ 
lance  in  guarding  the  rights  and 
dignity  of  his  crown,  and  in  pro¬ 
tecting  the  interefts  of  his  peo¬ 
ple. 

WhilH  his  MajeHy  was  actuated 
by  thefe  fentiments,  he  was  called 

upon 
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upon  by  the  French  government 
to  evacunte  the  ifland  of  Malta. 
His  Majefty  had  manifefted,  from 
the  moment  of  the  fignature  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  an  anxious  dif- 
pofition  to  carry  into  full  effect 
the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  relative  to  that  ifiand. 
As  foon  as  he  was  informed  that 
an  election  of  a  Grand  Mailer  had 
taken  place,  under  the  aufpiees  of 
the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  and  that 
it  had  been  agreed  by  the  different 
priories  afiembled  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg]!,  to  acknowledge  the  perfon 
whom  the  court  of  Rome  Ihould 
feledt  out  of  thofe  who  had  been 
named  by  them  to  be  Grand  Maf- 
ter  of  the  order  of  St.  John,  his 
Majefty  propofed  to  the  French 
Government,  for  the  purpofe  of 
avoiding  any  difficulties  which 
might  arife  in  the  execution  of  the 
arrangement,  to  acknowledge  that 
election  to  be  valid  :  And  when 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  French 
government  applied  to  his  Majefty 
to  permit  the  Neapolitian  “troops 
to  be  fent  to  the  ifland  of  Malta, 
as  a  preliminary  meafure  for  pre¬ 
venting  any  unneceflary  delay,  his 
Majefty  confented  without  hefita- 
tion  to  this  propofal,  and  gave  di¬ 
rections  for  the  admiffion  of  the 
Neapolitan  troops  into  the  ifland. 
His  Majefty  had  thus  ihewn  his 
difpofition  not  only  to  throw  no 
obftaclc  in  the  way  of  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  treaty,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  to  facilitate  the  execution 
of  it  by  every  means  in  his  power. 
His  Majefty  cannot,  however,  ad¬ 
mit  that  at  any  period  lince  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
the  French  government  have  had  a 
right  to  call  upon  him,  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  the  ftipulations  of  that 
treaty,  to  withdraw  his  forces 
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from  the  ifland  of  Malta.  At  the 
time  when  this  demand  was  made 
by  the  French  government,  feveral 
of  the  moll  important  ftipulations 
of  the  arrangement  refpe&ing 
Malta  remained  unexecuted  :  The 
election  of  a  Grand  Mafter  had 
not  been  carried  into  effect.  The 
tenth  article  had  ftipulated  that 
the  independence  of  the  ifland 
fhould  be  placed  under  the  guaran¬ 
tee  and  proteftion  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Auftria,  Rufiia,  Spain,  and 
Pruflia.  The  'Emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many  had  acceded  to  the  guaran¬ 
tee,  but  only  on  condition  of  a  like 
acceffion  on  the  part  of  the  other 
powers  fpecified  in  the  article. 
The  Emperor  of  Rufiia  had  refufed 
his  acceffion,  except  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  Maltefe  Langue 
fhould  be  abrogated  ;  and  the  King 
of  Pruflia  had  given  nq  anfwer 
whatever  to  the  application  which 
had  been  made  to  him  to  accede 
to  the  arrangement.  But  the  fun¬ 
damental  principle,  upon  the  ex- 
iftence  of  which  depended  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  other  parts  of  the  ar¬ 
ticle,  had  been  defeated  by  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  conftitution  of  the  order  fince 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of 
peace.  It  was  to  the  order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerufalem  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  was,  by  the  firft  ftipulation 
of  the  tenth  article,  bound  to  re- 
flore  the  ifland  of  Malta.  The 
order  is  defined  to  confift  of  thofe 
langues  which  were  in  exiftence 
at  the  time  of  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  :  The  three  French  languea 
having  been  abolifhed,  and  a  Mai. 
tefe  langue  added  to  the  inftitution. 
The  order  confifted,  therefore,  at 
that  time,  of  the  following  langues, 
viz.  the  langues  of  Arragon,°Caf- 
tile,  Germany,  Bavaria,  andRuflia. 
*  Y  4  Si»cc 
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Since  the  concluiion  of  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty,  the  iangues  of  Arra- 
gon  and  Caftile  have  been  fepara- 
ted  from  the  order  by  Spain,  a  part 
'of  the  Italian  langue  has  been 
abolifned  by  the  annexation  of 
Piedmont  and  Parma  to  France, 
There  is  ftrong  reafon  to  believe 
that  it  has  been  in  contemplation 
to  fequeftrate  the  property  of  the 
Bavarian  langue,  and  the,  intention 
has  been  avowed  of  keeping  the 
Ruffian  Iangues  within  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  Emperor, 

Under  thcfe  circumftances  the 
order  of  St.  John  cannot  now  be 
confidered  as  that  body  to  which, 
according  to  the  ftipulations  of  the 
treaty,  the  ifland  was  to  be  rellored  ; 
and  the  funds  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  for  its  fupport,  and  for  the 
.maintenance  of  the  independence 
of  the  ifland,  have  been  nearly,  if 
not  wholly,  fequeftered.  Even  if 
this  had  arifen  from  circumftances 
which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
£ny  of  the  contracting  parties  to 
the  treaty  to  controul,  his  Majefty 
would  neverthelefs  have  had  a 
yight  to  defer  the  evacuation  of 
the  ifland  by  his  forces,  until  fuch 
time  as  an  equivalent  arrangement 
had  been  concluded  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  independence  of  the 
order  and  of  the  ifland.  But  if 
thefe  changes  have  taken  place  in 
confequence  of  any  ads  of  the  other 
parties  to  the  treaty  ;  if  the  French 
government  fhall  appear  to  have 
proceeded  upon  a  fyftem  of  render¬ 
ing  the  order  whofe  independence 
they  had  ftipulated,  incapable  of 
maintaining  that  independance, 
his  Majefty’s  right  to  continue  in 
the  occupation  of  the  ifland  under 
fuch  circumftances,  will  hardly  be 
contefted.  It  is  indifputable  that 
the  revenues  of  the  two  Spanilh 


lansfues  have  been  withdrawn  from 
the  order  by  his  Catholic  Majefty  ; 
a  part  of  the  Italian  langue  has  in 
fad  been  abolilhed  by  France, 
through  the  unjuft  annexation  of 
Piedmont,  and  Parma,  and  Placen¬ 
tia,  to  the  French  territory.  The 
eledor  of  Bavaria  has  been  inftiga- 
ted  by  the  French  government  to 
fequeftrate  the  property  of  the 
order  within  his  territories;  and 
it  is  certain  that  they  have  not  only 
fandioned  but  encouraged  the  idea 
of  the  propriety  of  feparating  the 
Ruffian  Iangues  from  the  remainder 
of  the  order. 

As  the  condud  of  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  France  and  Spain  have, 
therefore,  in  fome  inftances  dired* 
ly,  and  in  others  indirectly,  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  order,  and  thus 
deftroyed  its  means  of  fupporting 
its  independance,  it  is  to  thofe  go¬ 
vernments,  and  not  to  Ids  Majefty, 
that  the  non-execution  of  the  tenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens  muff 
be  afcribed. 

Such  would  be  the  juft  conclusion 
if  the  tenth  article  of  that  treaty 
were  confidered  as  an  arrangement 
by  itfelf.  It  muft  be  obferved, 
however,  that  this  article  forms  a 
part  only  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  the 
whole  of  which  is  conneded  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  ftipulations  of 
which  muft,  upon  a  principle 
common  to  all  treaties,  be  conftru- 
ed  as  having  a  reference  to  each 
other. 

His  Majefty  was  induced  by  the 
treaty  of  peace  to  confent  to  aban¬ 
don,  and  to  reftore  to  the  order  of 
St.  John,  the  ifland  of  Malta,  on 
condition  of  its  independance  and 
neutrality.  But  a  further  condi¬ 
tion  which  muft  neceflarily  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  conftderable  in¬ 
fluence 
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ftuence  with  his  Majefty  in  indu¬ 
cing  him  to  make  fo  important  a 
conceffion  was  the  acquiefcence  of 
the  French  government  in  an  ar¬ 
rangement  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
Levant,  by  theeighth  and  ninth  ar¬ 
ticles  in  the  treaty,  ftipulatirtg  the 
integrity  of  the  Turkifh  empire, 
and  the  independance  of  the  Ionian 
iflands.  His  Majefty  has,  how¬ 
ever,  lince  learnt,  that  the  French 
government  have  entertained  views 
hoftile  to  both  thefe  objeHs  ;  and 
that  they  have  even  fuggefted  the 
idea  of  a  partition  of  the  Turkifh 
empire.  Thefe  views  muft  now  be 
manifeft  to  all  the  world,  from  the 
official  publication  of  the  report  of 
Colone)  Sebaftiani  ;  from  the  con- 
du<5t  of  that  officer,  and  of  the  other 
French  agents  in  Egypt,  Syria, 
and  the  Ionian  iflands,  and  from 
the  diflindl  ad  miff  on  of  the  Firft  Con- 
ful  himfelf  ]  in  his  communication  ‘with 
Lord.  Whitworth .  His  Majefty 
was,  therefore,  warranted  in  confi- 
dering  it  to  be  the  determination 
of  the  French  government,  to  vio¬ 
late  thofe  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  which  ftipulated  for  the  in¬ 
tegrity  and  independence  of  the 
Turkifh  empire,  and  of  the  Ionian 
iflands,  and  confequently  he  would 
not  have  been  juftified  in  evacuating 
the  Ifland  of  Malta,  without  re¬ 
ceiving  fome  other  fecurity,  which 
might  equally  provide  for  thefe  im¬ 
portant  objefts.  His  Majefty  ac¬ 
cordingly  feels  that  he  has  an  in- 
conteftible  claim,  in  confequence  of 
the  conduft  of  France  fmee  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  peace,  and  with  reference  to 
the  objefts  which  made  part  of  the 
ftipulations  of  that  treaty,  to  re¬ 
fuse,  under  the  prefent  circumftan- 
ces,  to  relinquifh  the  poffeffion  of 
the  ifland  of  Malta. 

Yet  notwithftanding  this  right 
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fo  clear  and  fo  unqueftionable,  the 
alternative  prefented  by  the  French 
government  to  his  Majefty,  in  lan¬ 
guage  the  moft  peremptory  and 
menacing,  was  the  Evacuation  of 
Malta,  or  the  Renewal  of  War . 

If  the  views  of  ambition  and 
aggrandizement,  which  have  thus 
been  manifefted  by  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  lince  the  concJufion  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  have  in  fo 
very  particular  a  manner  attraded 
the  attention  of  his  Majefty,  it  has 
been  equally  impoffible  for  him 
not  to  feel,  and  not  to  notice,  the 
repeated  indignities  which  have 
been  offered  by  that  government 
to  his  crown,  and  to  his  people. 

The  report  of  Colonel  Sebaftiani 
contains  the  moft  unwarrantable 
infinuations  and  charges  againft  his 
Majefty's  Government,  againft 
the  officer  who  commanded  his  for¬ 
ces  in  Egypt,  and  againft  the  Bri- 
tifh  army  ift  that  quarter.  This 
paper  cannot  be  confidered  as  the 
publication  of  a  private  individual ; 
it  has  been  avowed,  and  indeed 
bears  evidence  upon  the  face  of  it, 
that  it  is  the  official  report  of  an 
accredited  agent,  publifhed  by  the 
authoiity  of  the  government  to 
which  it  was  addreffed,  who  there¬ 
by  have  given  it  their  exprefs 
fanciion. 

This  report  had  been  publifhed 
but  a  very  fhort  time,  when  another 
indignity  was  offered  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  the  communication  of  the 
Firft  Conful  of  France  to  the  Le¬ 
gislative  body.  In  this  communi¬ 
cation  he  prefumes  to  affirm,  in  the 
character  of  Chief  Magiftrate  of 
that  country,  u  That  Great  Britain 
cannot  fi  ugly  contend againft  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  France  an  alfertion  as  un¬ 
founded  as  it  is  indecent,  difproved 
by  the  events  of  many  wars,  and 

by 
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by  none  more  than  by  thofe  of  the 
war  which  has  been  recently  con¬ 
cluded.  Such  an  affertion,  advan¬ 
ced  in  the  moil  folemn  official  act 
of  a  government,  and  thereby 
meant  to  be  avowed  to'all  the  now- 

i 

ers  of  Europe,  can  be  confidered  in 
no  other  light  than  as  a  defiance 
publicly  offered  to  his  Majefty, 
and  to  a  brave  and  powerful  peo¬ 
ple,  who  are  both  willing  and  able 
to  defend  his  juft  rights,  and  thofe 
of  their  country,  againft  every  in¬ 
ful  t  and  aggreffion. 

The  conduct  of  the  Firft  Conful 
to  his  Majefty’s  Ambaffador  at  his 
audience,  in  prefence  of  theminifters 
of  moft  of  the  Sovereigns  and  States 
of  Europe,  furnifhes  another  in- 
ftance  of  provocation  on  the  part 
of  the  French  Government  which 
it  would  be  improper  not  to  notice 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  the 
fubfequent  explanation  of  this 
tranfadti®n  may  be  confidered  as 
having  the  effedt  of  aggrava¬ 
ting  inftead  of  palliating  the  af¬ 
front. 

At  the  very  time  when  his  Ma- 
jefty  was  demanding  fatisfadtion 
and  explanation  on  fome  of  the 
points  above  mentioned,  the  French 
minifter  at  Hamburgh  endeavoured 
to  obtain  the  infertion  in  a  Ham¬ 
burgh  paper  of  a  moft  grofs  and 
opprobrious  libel  againft  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  when  difficulties  were 
made  refpedting  the  infertion  of 
it,  he  availed  himfelf  of  his  official 
char  a  tier  of  iniviffir  of  the  French 
'Republic  to  require  the  publication 
of  it  by  order  of  his  Government 
in  the  Gazette  of  the  fenate  of  that 
town.  With  this  requifition  fo 
made,  the  fenate  of  Hamburgh 
were  induced  to  comply  ;  and  thus 
has  the  independence  of  that  town 
been  violated,  and  a  free  ft  ate  made 


the  inftrument,  by  the  menace  of 
the  French  Government,  of  pro¬ 
pagating  throughout  Europe,  upon 
their  authority,  the  moft  offenftve 
and  unfounded  calumnies  againft 
his  Majefty  and  his  Government, 
Fits  Majefty  might  add  to  this 
lift  of  indignities,  the  requifition 
which  the  French  Government 
have  repeatedly  urged,  that  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  his  coun¬ 
try  fhould  be  changed  relative  to 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  might  likewife  add  the  calls 
which  the  French  Government 
have  on  feveral  occafions  made 
upon  him  to  violate  the  laws  of 
hofpitality  with  refpedt  to  perfons 
who  had  found  an  afylum  within 
his  dominions,  and  againft  whofe 
conduct  no  charge  whatever  has 
at  any  time  been  fubftantiated.  It 
is  impoffible  to  refledt  on  thefe 
different  proceedings,  and  thecourfe 
which  the  French  Government 
have  thought  proper  to  adopt  ref- 
pedting  them,  without  the  thorough 
convidtion  that  they  are  not  the 
effedf  of  accident ;  but  that  they 
form  a  part  of  a  fyftem  which  has 
been  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of 
degrading,  vilifying,  and  infult- 
ing  his  Majefty  and  his  Govern¬ 
ment. 

Under  all  thefe  infults  and  pro¬ 
vocations,  his  Majefty,  not  with¬ 
out  a  due  fenfe  of  his  dignity,  has 
proceeded  with  every  degree  of 
temper  and  moderation  to  obtain 
fatisfadtion  and  redrefs,  while  he 
has  neglected  no  means  confident 
with  his  honour  and  the  fafety  of 
his  dominions  to  induce  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  France  to  concede  to 
him,  what  is,  in  his  judgment,  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  Tuture 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  His  ef¬ 
forts  in  this  refpedt  have  proved 
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abortive,  and  he  has  therefore  jud¬ 
ged  it  neceifary  to  order  his  Am- 
baifador  to  leave  Paris.  In  having 
recourfe  to  this  proceeding,  it  has 
been  his  Majefty ’s  objeft  to  put 
an  end  to  the  fruitlefs  difcuffions 
which  have  too  long  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Governments,  and  to 
clofe  a  period  of  fufpence  peculiarly 
injurious  to  the  fubjefts  of  his 
Majefty. 

But  though  the  provocations 
which  his  Majefty  has  received 
might  entitle  him  to  larger  claims 
than  thofe  which  he  has  advanced, 
yet  anxious'  to  prevent  calamities 
which  might  thus  be  extended  to 
every  part  of  Europe,  he  is  ftill 
willing,  as  far  as  is  confident  with 
his  own  honour,  and  the  interefts 
of  his  people,  to  afford  every  faci¬ 
lity  to  any  juft  and  honourable  ar¬ 
rangement,  by  which  fuch  evils 
may  be  averted.  He  has,  there¬ 
fore,  no  difficulty  in  declaring  to 
all  Europe,  that  notwithftanding 
all  the  changes  which  have  taken 
place  fince  the  treaty  of  Peace,  not¬ 
withftanding  the  extenfion  of  the 
power  of  France,  in  repugnance 
to  that  treaty,  and  to  the  fpirit  of 
peace  itfelf,  his  Majefty  will  not 
avail  himfelf  of  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  to  demand  in  compenfation  all 
that  he  is  entitled  to  require,  but 
will  be  ready  to  concur,  even  new, 
in  an  arrangement  by  which  fatif- 
fa&ion  fhall  be  given  to  him,  for 
the  indignities  which  have  been 
offered  to  his  crown  and  to  his 
people,  and  fubftantial  fecurity  af¬ 
forded  againft  further  encroach¬ 
ments  on  the  part  of  France. 

His  Majefty  has  thus  diftin&ly 
and  unrefervedly  dated  the  rea- 
fons  of  thofe  proceedings  to  which 
he  has  found  himfelf  compelled  to 
refort."  He  is  actuated  by  no  dif- 
pofttion  to  interfere  in  the  inter¬ 


nal  concerns  of  any  other  date;  by 
no  proje&s  of  conqueft  and  aggran¬ 
dizement  ;  but  folely  by  a  fenfe 
of  what  is  due  to  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  interefts  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  by  an  anxious  defire  to 
obftru(ft  the  further  progrefs  of  a 
fyftem  which,  if  not  refitted,  may 
prove  fa  tal  to  every  part  of  the  ci¬ 
vilized  world. 


No.  I. 

Papers  prefented ,  by  his  Majefty s 
Command  to  both  Honfes  of  Par¬ 
liament,  2 \th  of  May,  1803. 

London,  May  20,  1803. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclofe 
to  your  Lordfhip  an  official  note, 
which  I  received  from  Monfieur  de 
Talleyrand  on  the  day  of  my  de¬ 
parture  from  Paris,  and  my  anfwer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth. 
The  Right  Honorable  Lord 
Hawkelbury,  &c.  See.  See. 

No.  II. 

Tranfation  of  a  Note  from  Af.  TaL 
lejrand  to  Lord  Whitworth,  dated 
Paris,  May  12  th,  1803 
Floreal ,  An.  lift 

THE  underfigned  is  charged  to 
fignify  to  his  Excellency  Lord 
Whitworth,  his  Britannic  Majef¬ 
ty’s  ambaffador,  that  the  Firft 
Conful  having,  in  the  note  of  the 
14th  of  this  month,  made  a  propo- 
fai,  that  the  iftand  of  Malta  lhould 
be  put  into  the  poffeffion  of  either 
of  the  three  guaranteeing  powers, 
namely  Ruffia,  Auftria,  or  Pruffia, 
it  would  be  infufficient  to  evade 
this  propofition,  by  pleading  the 
refufal  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 
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©f  Ruffia  to  accept  the  truft,  ft  nee 
the  intentions  of  their  Majefties 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  King 
of  Pruffia  in  that  refpefi  remain  to 
be  afcertained. 

That,  moreover,  the  affertion 
contained  in  his  Excellency's  note 
of  the  20th  of  this  month,  as  ex- 
preffed  in  the  following  terms, 

by  the  refvfal  of  his  Majefly  the 
Emperor  of  Ritfjta  to  lifien  to  itfl* 
is  direftly  contrary  to  the  guaran¬ 
tee  which  his  Imperial  Majefty 
has  formerly  offered,  on  condition 
of  making  fome  trifling  alterations 
that  the  Firft  Conful  has  no  diffi¬ 
culty  to  adopt,  but  which  he 
knows  that  the  Englffh  miniftry 
have  refufed,  with  the  view,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  at  the  time,  of  the 
Grange  pretention  of  keeping 
Malta. 

That,  moreover,  this  afiertion 
is  in  abfolute  contradiction  to  the 
affurances  which  the  Firft  Conful 
has  received  from  Peterflburg  fmce 
his  Britannic  Majefty ’s  meffage  has 
been  known  there,  and  which  have 
lately  been  renewed  to  him  by  an 
authentic  communication  which 
Count  Markoff  made  yefterday  of 
the  intentions  of  his  court. 

From  whence  it  refults,  that  it 
is  impoffible  to  reconcile  the  laft 
communication  made  by  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Lord  Whitworth  with  the 
frefh  confirmation  which  has  juft 
been  acquired  of  the  difpofitions  of 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  ; 
and  that  one  cannot  help  believing 
that  his  Britannic  Majefty,  when 
better  informed,  will  himfelf  haften 
to  give  to  his  Excellency  inftruCt. 
ions  differing  from  thofe  which  he 
has  received  and  communicated  in 
the  name  of  his  government. 

The  underftgned  feizes  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  renew  to  his  Excellen¬ 


cy  Lord  Whitworth  the  affurances 
of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed) 

Ch.  Hau.  Talleyrand. 

Paris,  2?.d  Floreal,  year  ji, 

{ 1 2th  May  1803.) 

No.  III. 

Er (inflation  of  a  Note  from  Lord 

Whitworth  to  M.  Talley  rand ,  da¬ 
ted  Paris  May  1803.  N 

THE  underftgned  has  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  which  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
Affairs  Pent  to  him  this  day,  and 
he  will  net  fail  to  tranfmit  it  to  his 
court. 

In  the  mean  while,  he  requefts 
the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs 
to  fend  him  the  paffports  which  he 
required  of  him. 

He  feizes  this  opportunity  to  re¬ 
new  to  his  Excellency  the  affurance 
of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Whi  T WORTH. 

Paris,  1  2th  May  1803. 


Papers  prefented  to  the  Houfeof  Com¬ 
mons  by  Lord  Haavkesbury ,  respect¬ 
ing  Commercial  Commiffloners  from 
France .  Ordered  to  be  printed  if 
June  1  803. 

No.  I. 

Tranfatson  of  a  Letter  from  M.  Otto 
to  Lord  Ha'wkesbury j  dated  May 
23,  1802. 

Portman  Square,  May  23,  1802. 
My  Lord, 

HIS  Britannic  Majefty *s  go¬ 
vernment  having  often  manifefted 
to  me  a  defire  to  concert  fome  par¬ 
ticular  arrangements  for  the  efta- 

blifhment 


I 


STATE 

bliftiment  or  the  maintenance  of  fe- 
veral  relations  of  commerce  between 
the  two  nations ;  i  have  the  fatis- 
faclion  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  the  Firft  Conful,  penetrated 
with  the  fame  fentiments,  and  ha¬ 
ving  a  particular  defire  to  confoli- 
date  the  relations  of  friendfhip  fo 
happily  re-eftablifhed  between  the 
two  nations,  has  determined  to 
fend  without  delay  to  London,  Cit¬ 
izen  Coquebert  Montbret,  who 
has  lately  refided  at  Amfterdam 
with  the  character  of  commiftary- 
general  of  commerce.  Me  has  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  repair  to  London 
as  foon  as  poffible,  to  co-operate 
with  me  on  every  thing  relative 
to  this  important  negotiation ; 
and  I  am  particularly  directed  to 
allure  the  Britifh  government,  that 
the  Firft  Conful  deli  res  to  conduct 
it  promptly  to  a  termination  mu¬ 
tually  advantageous. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Otto. 

Right  Llonorable  Lord 
Havvkeibury,  &c.  &c.  & c. 

No.  II. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Hawkef 
bury  to  M.  OltOj  dated  zyth  May 
1802. 

Downing  Street,  24th  May  1802. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  yefterday,  and  to  inform  you, 
that  his  Majefty  ’s  government  have 
learnt  with  peculiar  fatisfadlion, 
the  difpofition  of  the  Firft  Conful 
to  conclude  fome  arrangement  with 
refpeH  to  the  commercial  inter- 
courfe  between  this  country  and 
France.  Whenever  Mr.  Coque¬ 
bert  Montbret  (hall  arrive,  I  (hall 
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be  happy  to  enter  into  an  immedi¬ 
ate  negotiation  on  this  important  ob¬ 
ject,  in  concert  with  you  and  that 
gentleman  ;  and  I  truft,  that  by 
our  conjoint  exertions,  we  (hall  be 
enabled  to  bring  it  fpeedily  to  a 
conclufion  reciprocally  beneficial 
to  both  countries. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 

Hawkesbury, 

M.  Otto,  See.  See.  Sec . 

No.  III. 

Tranflatiou  of  a  Letter  from  M.  Ott» 
to  Lord  Hawkesbury ,  dated  24 th 
"June  1802. 

London,  24th  June  1802. 
My  Lord, 

1  HAVE  the  honour  herewith 
to  tranfmit  to  you  the  original 
commiffion  appointing  Citizen  Co¬ 
quebert  Montbret  commiflary- 
general  of  the  commercial  relations 
of  the  French  republic  at  London. 
I  requeft  you  to  give  to  this  a& 
the  accuftomed  formalities,  in  order 
to  enable  Citizen  Coquebert  freely 
to  fulfil  his  duties,  on  the  condition 
of  perfeft  reciprocity  towards  the 
perfon  whom  his  Majefty  may 
think  fit  to  fend  to  France  with  the 
fame  character. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 

(Signed)  Otto. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Hawkeibury, 
Miniftcr  and  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Foreign  Department, 

&c.  &c.  Sec. 

(Translation,) 

M.  Coquebert  Montbret* s  Commiffion , 
as  Commijfary-general for  commer* 
cial  relations  at  London. 

( In. - 
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(Inclofure  referred  to  in  No.  $.J 
In  the  name  of  the  French  People. 

THE  Firft  Conful  of  the  French 
republic  having  appointed  Citizen 
Charles  Stephen  Coquebert  Mont- 
bret  to  the  poll;  of  commiffary-gen- 
eral  of  the  commercial  relations  of 
the  French  republic  at  London, 
orders  him  to  repair,  without  delay, 
to  his  deftination,  there  to  exer- 
cife,  conformably  to  the  laws,  the 
function  with  which  he  is  entruft- 
ed  ; — enjoins  all  French  merchants, 
captains,  mailers,  owners,  and  fea- 
men,  as  well  as  all  other  French¬ 
men  refiding  within  the  faid  dift- 
ri<5l,  to  acknowledge  Citizen  Co¬ 
quebert  Montbret  in  the  poll  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  in  the  name  of  the 
French  people,  and  to  give  him  an 
account  of  the  navigation  and  def¬ 
tination  of  their  velfels,  and  of 
every  thing  which  may  relate  to 
the  fervice  in  which  he  is  employ¬ 
ed.  For  which  purpofe  they  are 
to  exhibit  their  licenfe  clearances, 
paflports,  and  are  pun&ually  to  con¬ 
form  themfelv.es  to  all  the  regula¬ 
tions  he  may  require.  The  FirlL 
Conful  moreover  enjoins  the  M in- 
id  er  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic  at  London  to  apprize 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
of  the  appointment  of  Citizen  Co¬ 
quebert  Montbret,  and  to  require 
their  approbation  thereof,  as  com- 
miflary -general  aforefaid,  in  order 
that  he  may  freely  exercife  his 
funftions,  without  any  let  or  hind¬ 
rance  whatever;  offering  perfect 
reciprocity  towards  all  thofe  who 
lhall  be  in  like  manner  recommen¬ 
ded  to  him. 

Given  at  Paris,  at  the  National 
Palace  of  the  Confuls,  under  the 
feal  of  the  French  republic,  the 
3©th  Floreal,  Year  10. 


The  Firft  Conful  of  the  Republic. 

(Signed)  Bonaparte. 

By  order  of  the  Firft  Conful,  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

(Signed) 

Hugues  B.  Maret. 
The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
^  (Signed) 

C.  M.  Talleyrand.  (L.  S.) 
No.  IV. 

'Trmfation  of  a  Letter  from  M . 
Otto  to  Lord  Ha'wlieJbnrj ,  dated 
l^th  September  I  802. 

Portman  Square,  Sept.  15th,  1802* 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  tranf- 
mitring  to  your  Excellency  the 
original  commiftion  appointing 
Citizen  Chepy  vice-commilfary  of 
commercial  relations  in  the  iftands 
Jerfey,  Guernfey,  and  Alderney. 
I  beg  you  will  have  the  goodnefs 
to  annex  the  exequatur  in  the  ufu- 
al  form  to  it,  and  to  return  it  to 
me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 
(Signed)  Otto. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Hawkefbu- 
ry,  Minifter  and  principal  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

(Tranflation.) 

Commi fjim  of  Citizen  Peter  Chepy , 
a s  Vice- commifary  of  commercial 
Relations  at  Jerfey^  &e. 

( Inclofure  referred  to  in  No. 

In  the  Name  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public. 

Bonaparte,  Firft  Conful  of  the 
Kepubhc « 

In 


STATE 

In  the  name  of  the  French 
People. 

The  Fird  Conful  of  the  republic 
having  appointed  Citizen  Peter 
Chepy  lo  the  pod  of  vice-com- 
milfary  of  commercial  relations  of 
the  French  republic,  in  the  ifiands 
of  Jerfey,  Guernfev,  and  Alder¬ 
ney,  orders  him  to  repair  without 
delay  to  his  deftination,  there  to 
exercife,  in  conformity  to  the  laws, 
the  functions  with  which  he  is  in¬ 
truded  ; — enjoins  all  merchants, 
captains,  -maders,  owners,  and  Tea¬ 
men,  as  well  as  every  other  French¬ 
man  redding  within  the  faid  dill- 
rift,  to  acknowledge  Citizen  Che¬ 
py  in  the  pod  conferred  upon  him, 
in  the  name  of  the  French  people, 
and  to  give  him  an  account  of  the 
navigation  and  deftination  of  their 
vedels,  and  of  every  thing  which 
may  relate  to  the  fervice  in.  which 
he  is  employed.  For  which 
purpofe,  they  are  to  exhibit  to  him 
their  licenfe,  clearances,  paffports, 
and  are  punctually  to  conform 
themfelves  to  all  the  regulations  he 
may  require.  The  Fird  Conful 
moreover  enjoins  the  Minider 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re¬ 
public  at  London  to  apprize  the 
Britilh  government  of  Citizen 
Chepy ’s  appointment,  and  to  re¬ 
quire  their  approbation  thereof  as 
vice'eommidary  aforefaid,  in  or¬ 
der  that  he  may  freely  exercife  his 
funftions,  without  any  let  or  hind¬ 
rance  whatever  ;  offering  perfeft 
reciprocity  towards  all  thofe  who 
fhall  in  like  manner  be  recommen¬ 
ded  to  him. 

Given  at  Paris,  in  the  National 
Palace  of  the  Confuls,  under  the 
feai  of  the  French  republic,  the 
Thermidor,  ioth  year. 
The  Fird  Conful  of  the  French 
Republic, 
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(Signed)  Bonaparte. 

By  order  of  the  Fird  Conful, 
(Signed)  Hugues  B.  Maret, 
(L.SJ  Secretary  of  State. 

(Signed) 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

Minider  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Citizen  Peter  Chepy,  Commiflion 
as  Vice  cornmiffary  for  the  com¬ 
mercial  Relations  of  the  French 
Republic. 

No.  V. 

Copy  of  a  Note  from  Lord  Ha^vieJhurj 
tO  M.  OtiO. 

Downing  Street,  Sep.  18th,  1802. 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1 5Tth  indant,  inclofing  the 
commiflion  of  Mr.  Chepy  as  vice- 
commiflary  of  commercial  relati¬ 
ons,  on  the  part  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  for  the  ifiands  of  Guernfey, 
Jerfey,  and  Alderney. 

I  deflre  you  to  be  allured,  that 
his  Majefty's  government  have 
uniformly  been,  and  continue  to  be, 
folici tous  to  fee  the  commerce  be¬ 
tween  this  country  and  France  re¬ 
newed  upon  a  jud  and  equitable 
footing  :  it  has  therefore  adbrded 
them  flneere  concern  to  learn,  that 
their  difpofition  in  this  refpeft  as 
not  as  yet  been  met  by  a  correfpon- 
dent  difpofition  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government  ;  but  that  the 
commerce  of  his  Majedy 's  fubjefts, 
in  the  ports  of  France,  is  in  a  very 
uncertain  and  precarious  date,  and 
is  expofed  to  numerous  vexations 
and  difficulties.  Under  thefecir- 
curndances  his  Majedy  is  under  the 
neccfiity  of  podponing  the  recog¬ 
nition  of  any  commercial  agent  of 

the 
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the  French  republic  within  his  do¬ 
minions,  until  fome  commercial 
arrangement,  either  definitive  or 
provifional,  can  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  two  governments. 

The  expectation  of  receiving 
more  fatisfa&ory  information  upon 
this  important  fubjeCI,  has  hitherto 
induced  me  to  defer  returning  an 
anfwer  refpeCHng  the  commiffion  of 
M.  Coquebert  Montbret,  as  com- 
mifiary-general  of  commercial  re¬ 
lations  on  the  part  of  the  French 
republic.  But  having  been  difap- 
pointed  in  that  expectation,  I  re- 
<queft  you,  Sir,  to  confider  the  de¬ 
termination  of  his  Majefty,  as  da¬ 
ted  in  this  letter,  to  be  equally  ap¬ 
plicable  to  M.  Coquebert’s  nom¬ 
ination. 

i  defire  you  to  accept  the  a-ffu- 
rances  of  the  high  confideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  Hawkesiury. 
No.  VI. 

Tr (inflation  of  a  Letter  from  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand  1 9  General  Andreojfy  ; 
dated  Paris,  the  qth  Niuofe,  An 
li  (Dec.  30th,  1802 )  ;  commu¬ 
nicated  hy  the  latter  to  Lord 
Hannkefbury ,  in  Avfwer  to  a  ver¬ 
bal  Reprefentation,  vehich  had 
been  made  by  him  to  the  French 
Ambajfador, 

Paris,  the  9th  Nivofe,  Year  ix. 

I  received  with  your  letter  of 
the  2d  of  this  month,  Citizen  Am. 
baflador,  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter, 
and  of  a  feries  of  queftions  that  I 
had  direCIed  to  feveral  coramifta- 
ries  of  French  commercial  relati¬ 
ons,  refiding  in  foreign  parts  ;  and 
this  letter  is  merely  in  reply  to  that 
part  of  yours  which  relates  t©  this 

9  ' 


circumftance.  You  inform  me, 
that  the  paffages  underlined  are 
thofe  which  appear  to  have  excited 
the  miftruft  of  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment,  by  whom  my  packet  was 
opened.  You  will  readily  have 
obferved,  that  the  part  of  my  letter 
which  was  the  moil  ftrikingly  un¬ 
derlined,  was  the  clofe  of  it,  where¬ 
in  I  recommended  the  commiffa- 
ries  not  to  confider  the  talk  I  re¬ 
quired  of  them  as  forming  a  part 
of  your  official  correfpondence, 
but  to  write  at  the  top  of  their 
anfwers,  Private  Correfpondence. 

To  enable  you  to  judge  of  my 
motives,  and  to  give  every  fatif- 
faCtion  to  Lord  Hawke  (bury,  if 
you  think  it  of  fufficient  import¬ 
ance,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  tell 
you,  that  the  informations  I  am 
defirous  of  collecting,  are  intended 
for  the  completion  of  a  work  in 
the  nature  of  that  inti  tied  the 
{<  Balance  of  Commerce. 5 * 

This  objeCt  forms  no  part  of 
the  labours  of  any  of  the  branches 
of  the  department  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs  ;  it  is  entirely  the  bufmefs  of 
men  of  letters. 

The  queftions  which  I  have  put, 
are  with  a  view  to  verity  the  infor¬ 
mation  already  obtained  by  other 
information  ;  and  the  commiftaries 
of  commercial  relations  are  better 
qualified  to  furnith  me  with  it  than 
any  one.  This  trifling  matter 
forms  no  part  of  their  ordinary  em¬ 
ployment  ;  and  for  that  reafon  is 
not  clafied  with  their  communica¬ 
tions,  which  ought  always  to  be 
made  in  the  regular  form.  My 
defign  rather  is  to  enforce  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  it,  than  to  allow  a  de¬ 
parture  from  it.  This  is  an  inva¬ 
riable  principle  with  me.  But  the 
mere  reading  of  my  letter,  and  of 
the  queftions  annexed  thereto,  fuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiently  prove  how  faftidious  it 
would  be  to  attach  to  them  any 
greater  importance  than  what  is 
due  to  a  work  ll:ri&ly  literary  ; 
and  I  was  fo  little  defirous  of  a  void¬ 
ing  their  publicity,  that  I  at  firft 
entertained  the  idea  of  having 
them  printed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  falute  you. 

(Signed) 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 
No.  VII. 

Minute  of  a  Verbal  Commmii cation 
from  Lord  Hawkejbury  to  General 
Andreofjy  ;  dated  January  1 1, 
1803'. 

LORD  Hawkefbury  informed 
the  French  Ambaffador,  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  reprefentations 
which  had  been  made  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  French  commiffaries 
of  commercial  relations,  by  his 
Majefty’s  government,  it  was 
their  determination,  not  to  allow 
thofe  perfons  to  execute  any  of  the 
.funftions  aligned  to  them  by  their 
refpeftive  commiffions,  nor  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  nominal  places  of  their 
deftination  ;  and  in  the  event  of 
their  attempting  to  proceed  thi¬ 
ther,  to  direft  them  to  quit  the 
King's  dominions.  In  order,  how¬ 
ever,  to  obviate  the  neceftity  of 
having  recourfe  to  thefe  meafures, 
his  Majefty’s  government  trulled 
that  the  French -government  would, 
of  their  own  accord,  direft  thefe 
perfons  to  return  to  France, 

No.  VIII. 

Memorandum.  June  \Jly  1803. 

NO  order  to  quit  his  Majefty’s 
dominions  was  fent  to  any  of  the 
Vol.  XI. V,  or  Vol.  III.  Ne 


perfons  ftyling  themfelves  ((  com- 
niiftaries  of  commercial  relations, 
except  to  M.  Chepy,  at  Guernfey. 
June  i ft,  1803.. 


Paper  prefentedy  by  his  Majefy’s 

Command ,  to  both  Houfes  of  Par « 

Lament ,  loth  May  1803. 

Inftruftions  to  Lord  Whitworth. 

Downing  Street,  Nov.  14,  1802,,' 
My  Lord, 

I  TAKE  the  firft  opportunity  o£ 
communicating  to  your  Excellen¬ 
cy,  for  the  regulation  of  your  con- 
duft,  the  inftruftions  which  his 
Majefty  is  pleafed  to  give  you  on 
fuch  points  as  may  become  fubjefts 
of  difcuftion  between  his  Majefty 
and  the  French  government ;  and  to 
defire  that  you  will  endeavour  to 
conform  yourfelf  to  them  in  all 
your  ^onverfations  with  the  French 
minifters. 

You  will  lofe  no  proper  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  expreffing  his  Majefty’s 
earned:  foiicitude  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  peace  which  fublifts  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries  ;  his  dif- 
pofition  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  for  that  purpofe  which  is 
confident  with  the  honour  of  his 
crown  and  the  interefts  of  his  do¬ 
minions  ;  and  his  regret  at  any 
circumftances  which  may  have  ari- 
fen  to  interrupt  that  harmony  and 
good  under  ft  and  ing  which  are  fo 
important  to  the  welfare  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  both  countries.  Y  ou  will, 
however,  date  moft  diftinftly  his 
Majefty’s  determination  never  to 
forego  his  right  of  interfering  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Continent,  on 
every  occafion  in  which  the  inter¬ 
efts  of  his  own  dominions,  or  thofe 
of  Europe  in  general,  may  appear 
v  Series,  t# 
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toliini  to  require  it.  This  right* 
his  Majefty  poflefles  in  common 
with  every  other  independent  pow¬ 
er  ;  it  refts  upon  general  principles, 
and  does  not  require  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  any  particular  treaty.  It 
is  never  thelefs  important  that  you 
fhould  obferve,  that  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  led  to  the  conclufioii 
of  the  laft  peace,  and  the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  the  negotiation 
was  conducted,  would  give  his 
Majefty  a  fpecial  right  to  inter- 
pofe  in  any  cafe  which  might  lead 
to  the  extenfion  of  the  power  or 
influence  of  France.  In  the  com¬ 
munications  which  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  two  governments  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  fignature  of  the  preli¬ 
minary  articles,  his  Majefty  propo- 
fed,  as  the  balls  of  negotiation,  that 
if  the  French  government  would 
not  relinquifh  the  continental  ac¬ 
quisitions  which  they  had  obtained 
from  other  powers  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  his  Majefty  would  claim 
the  right  of  keeping  a  part  of  his 
eonquefts,  as  a  compenfation  for  the 
important  acquifitions  of  territory 
made  by  France  upon  the  Conti¬ 
nent.  This  principle  was  formal¬ 
ly  recognized  by  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  in  an  official  note,  in  the 
following  words : — (<  Cependant 
on  reconnoit  que  les  grands  evene- 
mens  furvenus  en  Europe,  et  les 
changemens  arrives  dans  les  limites 
des  grands  etats  du  Continent, 
peuvent  autorifer  une  partie  des 
demandes  du  gouvernement  Bri- 
tannique.”  The  terms  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  peace  were  negotiated  in  con¬ 
formity  to  this  balls  ;  and  it  ap¬ 
pears,  therefore,  clear,  that  the 
then  exifting  Hate  of  poifeffion  and 
of  engagements,  as  refpeft  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  were  the  foundation  of  the 
peace  itfelf,  and  that  his  Majefty 


has,  therefore,  an  undoubted  right 
to  interpofe,  in  confequence  of  the 
treaty,  in  every  cafe  in  which  the 
ftate  of  poifeffion  may  appear  to 
him  to  have  undergone  any  ma¬ 
terial  alteration,  or  in  which  the 
engagements  which  were  thenfub- 
lifting  had  been  violated,  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  Majefty,  or  of 
the  other  powers  of  Europe.  You 
will  proceed  to  obferve,  that  the 
annexation  of  Piedmont  to  France, 
lirice  the  conclufion  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  makes  a  molt  material  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  ftate  of  the  fixed 
and  permanent  poffeffions  of 
France  : — That  the  renunciation 
of  the  dutchy  of  Parma  in  favour 
of  France  (a  circ.umftance  which 
was  concealed  at  the  time  of  ne¬ 
gotiating  the  peace,  and  which  is 
become  of  the  greateft  importance, 
from  its  furnifhiug  an  additional 
inftance  of  that  fyftem  of  fecret 
ceJJio?i  which  is  totally  inconfiftent 
with  any  fyftem  of  fecurity  for 
Europe),  makes  a  moft  eflential 
difference  likewife  in  the  relative 
circumftances  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  : — That,  at  the  time  of  con¬ 
cluding  the  peace,  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  were  bound  by  the  molt 
facred  engagements  to  refpeff  the 
independence  of  the  Helvetic  and 
Batavian  republics,  and  to  allow 
the  people  of  thofe  countries  to 
choofe  whatever  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  they  might  think  proper 
That  the  violation  of  this  right  in 
the  Swifs  people,  and  the  invafion 
of  their  territoty,  notwithftanding 
the  reprefentation  which  was  made 
in  their  favour  by  his  Majefty, 
makes  a  moft  material  alteration 
in  the  ftate  of  engagements  con- 
trafted  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  and  adds  moft 
confiderably  to  the  influence  and 

power 
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power  of  France,  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  a  date  which  was  then 
acknowledged  as  independent  : — 
That  the  conduft  of  the  French 
government  to  the  Batavian'  repub¬ 
lic  was  not  lefs  objeftionable  :  — 
That  the  independence  of  this  re¬ 
public  was  acknowledged  both  by 
the  treaty  of  Luneville,  and  by  the 
treaty  of  the  Hague  of  the  year 
1795: — That,  by  the  treaty  of  the 
Hague,  the  French  government 
were  permitted  to  keep  a  garrifon 
in  that  country  only  till  the  time  of 
general  peace  : — That  by  a  con¬ 
vention 'figned  in  Auguft  1801,  the 
French  troops  were  to  remain  there 
till  the  conclulion  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  France: — That  the  French 
troops  have  not,  to  this  period, 
evacuated  rhe  country  ;  and  that  the 
Firft  Conful  is  reprefented  lately  to 
have  declared,  that  in  the  event  of 
any  differences  amongft  the  people  of 
that  country  on  the  fubjeft  of  their 
internal  government,  he  would 
march  with  his  whole  army  to  fup- 
prefs  them: — That  this  is  an  ob¬ 
vious  violation  of  the  independence 
of  the  Batavian  republic;  and  that 
his  Majefty  would  have  a  peculiar 
right  to  interpofe  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  as  he  confented  to  make 
numerous  and  moft  important  refti- 
tutiom  to  the  Batavian  govern- 

c J 

ment,  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  on  the 
confideration  of  that  government 
being  independent,  and  not  being 
fubjeft  to  any  foreign  control.. 

It  is  unneceffary  for  me  to  re¬ 
commend  to  your  Excellency  to 
make  thefe  reprefentations  with 
moderation  and  temper.  You  will 
attend  very  particularly  to  any  ex¬ 
planations  which  may  be  given  to 
you  refpe&ing  them ;  and  you  will 
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engage  to  report  fuch  explanations 
to  his  Majefty’s  government. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

Hawkesbury* 

Paper  prefented ,  by  his  Majefty* s 
Command ,  to  both  Houfes  of  Par* 
liameut ,  loth  May  1803. 

(Referred  to  in  Mr.  Forefti’s  Let¬ 
ter  to  Lord  Hawkefbury,  of 
Jan.  2,  1803.) 

A  FRENCH  frigate,  com* 
manded  by  an  officer  of  that 
nation,  whofe  name  is  not*  known, 
arrived  this  day  in  our  roads.  On 
board  this  veffel  was  embarked 
Citizen  Horace  Sebafliani,  calling 
himfelf  envoy  from  the  Firft  Con- 
fid  to  thefe  parts.  On  the  fame 
afternoon  he  attempted  to  land,  with 
the  officers ;  but,  as  they  had 
arrived  from  Egypt,  four  guards  of 
health  were  placed  over  them.  He 
demanded  a  conference  with  the 
government,  alluring  our  delegate 
regent,  that  he  was  commiffioned, 
by  the  Firft  Conful  Bonaparte,  to 
communicate  to  all  orders  of  perfons 
in  the  Seven  Iflands,  the  attachment 
and  refpeft  of  the  Firft  Conful,  hk 
defire  of  feeing  all  the  people  happy 
and  contented,  whom  he  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  infpire  with  veneration 
for  the  laws,  refpecl  for  the  exift- 
ing  government,  and  obedience  to 
its  commands.  In  this  defigning 
manner  he  extorted  a  confent  from 
the  delegate,  that  a  few  merchants 
and  noblemen  fhould  be  invited  to 
the  palace  ;  which  being  done,  it 
appearing  that  Mr.  Antonio  Mar- 
tinengo  was  abfent,  he  was  fent  for 
by  Vice-commiffary  Renaud,  from 
*  Z  2  the 
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theffioufe  of  his  friend  Strapodi,  and, 
immediately  on  his  arrival  at  the 
palace,  was  prefented  to  the  French 
envoy  Sebaftiani,  and  recommended 
as  opulent,  poffeffing  influence,  a 
good  man,  and  the  friend  of  the 
people.  Sebaftiani  made  him  a  fhort 
Compliment,  and  then  began  his 
difeourfe  by  faying,  “  That  the 
Fuji  Conful  had  begun  to  give  a  po¬ 
litical  exigence  t&  thefe  iflands ;  that 
the  vicijjdtudes  of  wary  and  the  dif- 
tance  of  reinforcements ,  were  prepa¬ 
ring  for  them  another  defliny ;  that 
he  feels  the  warmejl  intereft  for  their 
inhabitants ,  who  would  he  rendered 
happy y  if  they  would  adopt  fitch  a 
fyjtem  as  would  he  mof  analogous  to 
that  of  France ;  that  internal  dif- 
feniions  and  falfe  principles  had  for 
a  moment*  taken  from  them  the 
liberty  of  giving  their  own  opinio 
on  about  their  conftitution  ;  but 
that,  by  a  different  conduct,  they 
might  in  future  po  fiefs  that  liber¬ 
ty  ;  that  the  nobility  might  afpire 
to  the  offices  of  government,  on  the 
ground  of  propeity,  fince  it  pro. 
cured  them  a  fuperior  education, 
but  that  they  ought  not  to  pretend 
to  eftablifh,  on  a  plea  of  birth, 
thole  privileges  which  would  refult 
from  education,  virtue,  and  proper¬ 
ty  ;  that  the  people  ought  not  to 
exclude*  the  nobility  merely  be- 
caufethey  were  born  in  thap  fphere ; 
that  a  fpirit  of  general  concord 
ought  to  recall  the  tranquillity 
among  the  three  claiTes,  of  the  no¬ 
bles,  the  plebeians,  and  the  mer¬ 
cantile  clafs,  which  is  the  beft  ; 
that  they  ought  to  avail  themfelves 
of  the  favourable  fttuation  of  the 
country,  which  gives  the  means  of 
procuring,  by  commerce,  wealth 
and  future  opulence  ;  that  fo  feduc- 
tive  an  object  expofed  to  the  view 
of  continental  Greece*  might  roufe 


up  that  ancient  ardour  and  nation¬ 
al  enthufiafm  for  liberty  by  which 
the  republic  of  the  Seven  Jflands 
will  become  a  power  fuperior  even 
to  its  own  expectations  ;  that  Hates 
have  the  fame  ftages  as  the  life  of 
man,  and  therefore  that  it  is  not 
wonderful,  if,  during  their  infancy, 
the  errors  of  childhood  fhouid  pre¬ 
vail  in  them  •  that  if  they  are 
averfe  to  the  care  of  the  French,  na¬ 
tion,  'to  maintain  the  happinefs  of 
thofe  i Hands,  even  by  her  own 
forces  (not  fubjeft  to  the  outrages 
of  fortune),  theFirftjConful,  in  con¬ 
cert  with  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia, 
will  know  how  to  eftablifh  by 
force  an  appropriate  conftitution 
for  the  Seven  Iflands;  that,  laftly, 
he  recommends  to  them  to  make 
known  to  the  people  thefe  friendly 
fentiments  of  Bonaparte,  direftly 
communicated  to  them  by  him  his 
immediate  organ."  He  faid  fome- 
thing  refpedling  the  Emperor  of 
Ruflia,  but  very  coolly,  and  added 
alfo,  (<  That  until  the  change  of 
the  prefent  government,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  obey  the  laws,  however 
defective  they  may  be,  to  refpeft 
its  minifters,  and  obey  their  or¬ 
ders."  When  this  fpeech  was 
ended,  Peta,  the  ex-fuperintendant 
of  the  Cernides,  called  out, 
(i  Long  live  the  firft  Conful  Bona¬ 
parte  l"  The  Ruffian  commandant, 
who  was  prefent,  remained  fllent 
at  thefe  proceedings;  and,  feeling 
himfelf  thus  betrayed,  he  teftified 
his  difapprobaticn  by  his  filence. 
The  French  envoy,  as  he  left 
the  palace,  in  crofting  the  fquare, 
was  huzza'd  and  applauded  by  the 
mod  ill-difpofed  of  the  people, 
led  away  by  the  bad  example  of 
all  the  former  and  prefent  officers 
of  the  republic.  He  went  into 
Mr,  Renaud's  houfe,  and  then  re¬ 
turned 
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turned  on  board  his  own  fhip.  He 
inquired  for  an  exprefs  for  Cepha- 
ionia,  where  he  wilhed  to  fend  ad¬ 
vices  of  his  intended  deftination. 
The  delegate  could  not  deny  him 
permiffion  to  land,  bccaufe  he  would 
have  alfumed  the  right  of  doing  fo 
of  his  own  authority;  and  he 
thought,  if  in  this  cafe  he  had  had 
recourfe  to  the  Ruffian  force,  he 
might  hate  dillurbed  the  peace 
which  exifts  between  the  Emperor 
of  Ruffia  and  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  He  wifhed  to  have  oppofed 
fuch  a  ftudied  harangue,  but,  had 
he  done  fo,  the  French  envoy  would 
have  thought  himfelf  authorized 
to  have  gone  out  and  have  made  it 
in  the  middle  of  the  public  fquare, 
and  on  a  holiday,  when  the  people 
were  intoxicated  with  wine,  and 
the  remains  of  a  fpirit  of  democracy 
now  reviving,  by  which  a  difaftrous 
feene  might  have  followed.  Thefe 
are  the  reafons  which  induced  the 
delegate  to  choofe  the  leffier  evil ; 
more  particularly  fo,  becaufe  he 
had  not  any  inftruftions  for  his 
guidance  in  fuch  unexpected  occur¬ 
rences.  The  Ruffian  commandant 
regards  this  affair  as  an  outrage 
againff  his  fovereign,  and  he  would 
have  been  forry  to  have  witneffed 
fuch  a  feene,  had  he  not  been  ob¬ 
liged  to  do  fo. 


Papers  prefented  'to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  by  Lord  Hawkefbnry ,  re. 
fpeftingthe  Difcifjions  with  France . 
Ordered  to  be  printed  20 th  May 
I  805. 

No.  I.  ‘ 

Extra  ft  of a  Of  patch  f rom  Mr,  Merry 
to  Lord  llawkejbury ,  dated  Pans , 
June  17,  1802. 
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IN  your  Lordfhip’s  difpatcb, 
No.  3,  of  this  year,  to  Mr.  Jack- 
fon,  you  gave  inftruCiions  to  that 
miniller  to  endeavour  to  procure 
the  releafe  of  the  Britilli  Hoop 
Fame,  which  had  been  feized  by 
the  revenue  officers  at  Cherbourg, 
in  confequence  of  her  having  en¬ 
tered  that  port  by  ftrefs  of  weather. 
The  mailer  of  that  veffel,  and  a 
perfon  deputed  by  the  proprietors 
at  Jerfey,  arrived  lately  at  Paris, 
for  the  purpofe  ofdefending  thefuit, 
which  has  been  carrying  on  to  pro¬ 
cure  her  liberation. 

I  had,  in  confequence  of  their 
application  to  me,  reminded  the 
French  miniller  verbally  of  this 
bulinefs  on  two  or  three  occalions  ; 
but  thofe  remonllrances  having 
produced  no  effedl,  and  fen  fence 
being  about  to  be  pronounced  on 
the  lad  appeal  in  the  caufe,  I  fent 
him  a  reprefentation  in  writing,  of 
which  your  Lordfhip  will  find  a 
copy  inclofed;  and  in  which  I  con- 
fidered,  that  it  might  be  fervice-  ' 
able  to  infert  fome  obfervations 
upon  the  law  of  the  French  re¬ 
public, ’v/hich  gave  occafion  to  the 
feizure,  upon  the  manner  of  its 
execution,  and  upon  the  propriety 
of  its  being  repealed  and  modified 
now  that  the  two  countries  were 
happily  at  peace. 

No.  II. 

* 

Extra  ft  of  a  Di ’ [patch from  M r.  Merry 
to  Lord  Hawkejbury ,  dated  Pariss 
June  23,  1802. 

I, HAVE  the  honour  to  tranf- 
mit  to  your  Lordfhip  inclofed,  copy 
of  an  anfvver,  which  I  received  two 
days  fince  from  the  French  miniller, 
to  the  note  which  1  delivered  to 
him  on  the  25th  of  May;  com- 
*  Z  3  m unseating 
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municating  to  him  that  his  Majeky 
had,  in  conformity  to  the  14th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  taken  off  the  fequekratiof  s 
upon  the  property  of  French  citizens 
in  his  dominions,  and  exprefling 
that  he  did  not  doubt  that  the 
French  government  would  be  equal¬ 
ly  ready  to  render  the  fame  juiiice 
to  fuch  of  his  Majefiy’s  fubje&s 
as  have  property  in  France. 

No.  III. 

Ext  raff  of  a  J)  if  patch  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  Lord  Haavkejbury ,  dated  Parity 
July  5,  1802, 

I  TRANSMIT,  inclofed,  co¬ 
py  of  an  anfwer  which  the  French 
miniker  has  given  to  the  reprefen- 
tation  which  I  lately  delivered  to 
him,  refpe&ing  the  feizure  of  the 
Fritifh  Hoop  Fame  Packet,  at 
Cherbourg. 

No.  IV. 

Extract  of  a  Di [patch from  Mr.  Merry 
to  Lord  HaovkeJburyj  dated  Parity 
Augujl  4,  1802, 

I  AM  forry  to  have  learnt  by 
an  anfwer,  which  I  have  received 
from  M.  Talleyrand,  and  of  which 
I  tranfmit  a  copy  inclofed,  that 
the  reprefentation  which  I  made  to 
that  miniker  (inclofed  in  my  num¬ 
ber  31)  on  the  fubjetk  of  the 
feizure  at  Cherbourg  of  the  Britifh 
Hoop  Fame  Packet  has  failed  in 
its  etfeft,  either  of  procuring  the 
releafe  of  that  veffel,  or  of  draw¬ 
ing  forth  fome  favourable  explana¬ 
tion  in  regard  to  the  law  which 
gave  occafion  to  her  detention. 


No.  V. 

Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  Lord  Ha'wkejbury ,  dated  Parity 
Sept.  20,  1802. 

Parity  Sept ,  20,  1802, 

My  Lord, 

I  RECEI  VED,  the  evening  be¬ 
fore  iak,  by  the  ordinary  poll,  th« 
honour  of  your  Lordfhip’s  feparate 
letter  of  the  13th  of  this  month, 
trarifmitting  to  me  copy  of  one 
from  Meffrs.  Houtham  and  Moir, 
on  the  fubiedt  of  the  feizure,  in  a 
French  port,  of  the  Britifh  brig 
Jennies,  Wqj,  Muckle,  maker ; 
and  directing  me  to  take  the  ne- 
ceffary  heps  for  obtaining  redrefs 
for  the  owners  of  the  veffel  and 
cargo. 

1  have  loh  no  time  in  reprefent- 
ing  this  cafe  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  as  your  Lordfhip  will  fee  by 
the  copy  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  tranfmit,  inclofed,  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  addreffed  on  the  fub- 
jedl  to  Mr.  Talleyrand  ;  but  I  am 
forry  to  obferve,  that  there  can  he 
little  hopes  of  any  redrefs  being 
obtained  in  this  inhance,  fince 
none  has  been  produced  by  the  re¬ 
peated  remonkrances  which  were 
made  in  the  kill  kronger  cafe  of 
the  veffel  (the  Fame  Packet)  be¬ 
longing  to  Jerfey,  which  was 
only  forced  into  a  French  port  by 
krefs  of  weather;  whereas  the  fhip 
now  in  quekion,  came  defignedly  to 
the  port  of  Charente,  with  prohi¬ 
bited  goods  aboard,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  the  Republic  (which  un¬ 
fortunately  kill  continues  in  force) 
confifcaring  every  veffel  and  cargo, 
where  Britifh  manufa&ures  fhall 
be  found., 


Your 
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Your  Lordfhip  will  perceive, 
that  I  have  availed  myfelf  of  this 
opportunity  to  recall  to  the  French 
minifter  the  obfervations  which  1 
made  to  him,  on  a  former  occafion, 
upon  the  effects,  fo  prejudicial  to 
the  Britifh  trade,  and  to  a  friendly 
intercourfe  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  which  muft  neceiTarily  arife 
from  the  rigorous  execution  of  the 
law  in  queftion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

Ant.  Merry. 

Right  Honorable  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  See.  Sec.  See. 

No.  VI. 

j ExtraS?  of  a  Difpatch  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  Lord  Hawkejbury ,  dated  Parity 
October  18,  1802. 

I  INCLOSE  copy  of  an  anfwer, 
which  I  have  received  from  the 
French  minifter,  to  the  reprefen ta- 
tion  which  I  made  to  him  on  the 
27th  of  laft  month,  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  capture  of  the  Britifh  fhip 
Porcher,  by  the  French  privateer 
the  Bellona  :  in  which  he  ftates, 
that  the  neceflary  orders  will  be 
given  for  juftice  to  be  done  to  the 
proprietors  of  that  fhip. 

I,  at  the  fame  time,  forward 
herewith  a  lift  of  paflports,  which  % 
I  have  granted  to  perfons  going  to 
his  Majefty’s*  dominions,  between 
the  2d  and  15th  of  October. 

No.  VII. 

Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord 
Hawkefbury  to  Mr.  Merry ,  May 
20  thy  1802. 

Downing  Street,  May  20,  1802. 
Sir, 

VARIOUS  reports  having  been 
received  in  this  country,  of  ftri£t 
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prohibitions  being  enforced  with 
refpeft  to  the  admiflion  of  Britifh 
commodities  and  manufactures  into 
France,  and  of  very  rigorous  re- 
ftriCtions  being  impofed  on  Britifh 
veftels  entering  the  ports  of  that 
country  ;  J  have  to  fignify  to  you 
his  Majefty’s  pieafure,  that  you 
tranfmit  to  me,  without  delay,  the 
moft  detailed  and  accurate  ftate- 
ment,  which  you  can  procure  on 
thofe  points ;  and  that  you  take  an 
early  opportunity  to  imprefs  upon 
the  French  minifters,  the  neceffity 
of  fome  underftanding  being  ef- 
tablifhed  between  his  Majefty’s 
government,  and  that  of  France, 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries. 

As  it  is  probable,  that  you  may 
be  uncertain  as  to  the  courfe  that 
you  fhould  purfue  in  fuppor ting- 
claims,  which  fubjefts  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  may  bring  forward  for  the 
reftitution  of  property  which  they 
po  Hefted  in  France  previoufly  to 
the  war ;  I  have  to  ftgnify  to  you 
the  King’s  pieafure,  that  you  ac¬ 
quaint  the  French  minifters,  that 
his  Majefty  has,  in  conformity  to 
the  14th  article  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  taken  off  the  fe~ 
queftrations  upon  the  property  of 
French  citizens  in  his  dominions  ; 
and  that  therefore  his  Majefty’s 
government  doubt  not  that  the 
French  government  will  be  equally 
ready  to  render  the  fame  juftice  to 
fuch  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts  as 
have  property  in  France. 

I  am,  Sec. 

Hawkesbury, 

Anthony  Merry,  Efq, 

&c.  Sc c.  Sec, 

No. 
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No.  VIII. 

TranJIation  of  a  Note  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  M.  Talleyrand ,  Paris ,  May 
2 A-th,  1 8 02. — In  Mr.  Merry's 
No.  1 8. 

NOTE. 

THE  undesigned  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Ma. 
jefty  has  received  the  King’s  orders 
to  communicate  to  Citizen  Talley¬ 
rand,  Minifter  for  the  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  French  republic, 
that  conformably  to  the  14th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  his  Majefty  has  caufed  the 
fequeft  rations  of  every  kind  to  be 
taken  off  which  had  been  laid, 
during  the  war,  on  the  property 
belonging  to  French  citizens  with¬ 
in  his  dominions. 

His  Majefty  therefore  has  no 
doubt  that  the  government  of  the 
French  republic  will  be  equally 
xeady  to  render  the  fame  juft  ice  to 
his  Majefty’s  fubjeds  who  have 
property  in  France. 

It  is  neceffary  that  the  under¬ 
signed  Ihould  have  the  honour  to 
obferve  on  this  occafion  io  the  citi¬ 
zen  minifter.  that  many  of  the 
"King’s  fijbjeds  have  been  placed 
©n  the  lift  of  French  emigrants.  If 
this  circumftance  can  be  an  obftacle 
to  thofe  individuals  being  im¬ 
mediately  reftored  to  their  pro¬ 
perties,  the  ui^derfigned  dares  flat¬ 
ter  himfelf  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  aduated  by  thofe  principles 
«of  juftice  which  govern  them,  will 
judge  it  proper  to  adopt  a  general 
meafure  for  the  immediate  removal 
of  that  difficulty. 

The  underfigned  has  the  honour, 
&c. 

Anthony  Merry. 
Paris,  May  2\th ,  1802. 

To  Citizen  Talleyrand. 


No.  IX. 

TranJIation  of  a  Note  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  M.  Talleyrand,  Paris ,  J  une 
I  ph}  1802. 

/  ' 

Paris ,  June  l$th,  1802. 

Citizen  Minifter, 

MY  predeceffor,  Mr.  Jackfon, 
has  had  the  honour  to  addrefs  to 
you  a  reprefentation,  in  the  month 
of  January  laft,  by  order  of  the 
Britifh  government,  on  the  fubjed 
of  the  detention  in  the  port  of 
Cherbourg,  of  the  Englifh  (hip 
named  Fame  Packet,  Captain  de 
Gruchy;  and  I,  Citizen  Minifter, 
have  likewife  had  the  honour  to 
remind  you  verbally  of  that  objed, 
informing  you,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  tribunal  of  appeal  was 
about  to  pafs  judgment  thereon, 
fince  the  French  government  not 
having  interpofed  its  authority  to 
releafe  the  fhip,  the  captain  has 
been  under  the  neceffity  to  provide 
for  his  defence  in  the  ordinary 
gourfe  of  juftice. 

The  fummary,  Citizen  Minifter, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  tranf- 
mit  to  you  annexed,  and  which  has 
been  delivered  to  me  by  Captain 
de  Gruchy  himfelf,  who  has  been 
fome  days  in  Paris,  fets  forth  the 
principal  circumftances  of  this  af¬ 
fair,  as  they  now  ftand.  The  re- 
fult  is,  that  the  fhip  in  queftion, 
forced,  by  ftrefs  oj weather,  tofeek 
fhelter  in  the  roads  of  Cherbourg, 
has  been  detained  there,  and  af¬ 
terwards  confifcated  by  a  firft  fen- 
tence,  by  the  effed  of  a  law  palled 
in  time  of  war,  and  in  a  moment 
of  its  greateft  rigour,  which  de¬ 
clares  confifcable,  every  veffel, 
above  a  hundred  tons,  which  Ihould 

ap- 
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approach  the  coafts  of  France, 
within  the  diftaoce  of  four  leagues, 
with  prohibited  merchandife  on 
board:  a  prohibition  in  which 
were,  and  Hill  are,  comprehended  all 
Englifh  commodities. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  obferve 
in  this  place,  that,  confidering  the 
proximity  of  the  eoafts  of  England 
to  that  of  France,  and  the  necefiity 
in  which  the  Englilh  fhips  mult 
continually  find  themfelves  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  latter,  the  above- 
mentioned  law,  if  it  mull  exift 
and  be  put  in  execution,  will 
inevitably  have  the  effect  of  pro¬ 
ducing  daily  difputes  between  the 
two  governments  ? 

As  to  the  cafe  now  in  quell  ion, 
I  have  learnt,  Citizen  Miniller, 
by  the  proceedings  which  have 
taken  place,  that  it  belongs  to  the 
Cultom-houfe  to  decide,  whether  a 
fhip  anchoring  upon  the  coails  ol 
France  has  been  by  neceliity  or  not ; 
and  that  it  has,  for  its  own  profit, 
half  the  feizures  which  might  be 
made:  whence  it  refults,  that  the 
Cullom-houfe  in  fuch  cafes  is  at  the 
fame  time  judge  and  party. 

Every  thing  feems  to  prove, 
that  the  putting  in  of  the  Fame 
Packet  to  the  road  of  Cherbourg 
has  been  forced  :  but  from  the  cir- 
cumllances  of  the  law,  and  from  the 
manner  of  its  execution,  which  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  Hating  to 
you,  the  proprietors  of  the  fhip  and 
cargo  can  have  no  hope  of  faving 
them  in  the  laft  effort  which  they 
have  juft  made  before  the  tribunal 
of  appeal,  which  is  about  to  pafs 
immediate  fentence,  unlefs  the 
French  government  think  proper 
to  interpofc  their  authority,  and 
to  take  upon  itfelf  the  cognizance 
of  this  affair. 


The  fentiments  of  jullice,  which 
guide  the  firll  Conful,  as  well  ag 
the  minillers  of  the  French  republic, 
mull  infpire  me  with  a  full  confi¬ 
dence  of  obtaining  on  their  part 
the  attention  which  I  dare  demand 
on  this  occafion.  Their  wifdom 
and  good  difpofitiOn  will  fuggefl 
to  them  how  far  it  may  be  advis¬ 
able  to  revoke  or  modify,  in  time  of 
peace,  a  law  emanating  from  a  Hate 
of  war,  and  which  mull  neceffarily 
produce  the  greatell  inconvenience 
to  the  Englilh  commerce. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  Merry. 

To  Citizen  Talleyrand,  Miniller 
for  the  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
French  Republic. 

No.  X. 

Tranjlatio n  of  a  Note  from  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand  to  Mr.  Merry  dated  'fane 
iS thy  1802.- — In  Mr.  Merry’s 
No.  34. 

Paris ,  29  Prairial ,  Year  10. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  received  the  note 
which  you  have  done  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  add  telling  to  me  on  the  3th 
Prairial,  year  10  (23th  of  May 
1802),  concerning  the  removal  of 
the  fequeftrations  placed  on  the 
property  of  the  fubjeHs  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  and  the  application 
which  has  been  made  to  feveral 
among  them  of  the  law  on  emigra¬ 
tion. 

I  have  haftened  to  make  a  com¬ 
munication  of  it  to  the  miniller  of 
Finance,  by  inviting  him  to  call 
the  attention  ol  government  to 
the  object  of  your  demand.  I  ihall 

have 
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have  the  honour  to  inform  you  of 
thedeciiion  on  this  fubjeft,  as  foon 
as  it  fhall  be  known  to  me. 

Receive,  Sir,  the  a  flu  ranee  of  my 
perfeft  consideration. 

(Signed) 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand* 

To  Mr.  Merry,  Minifter  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  from  his  Britannic 
Majefty. 

No.  XI. 

M.  Talleyrand  to  Mr.  Merry ,  Par  is y 
July  I,  1802. 

(Tranflation.) 

Paris ,  the  12  Me£ldory  Year  lo, 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  I  have  juft  again  repeated 
to  the  Minifter  of  Finance,  the  in¬ 
vitation  which  I  had  already  made 
him  in  Pluviofe  laft,  from  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  Mr.  jackfon,  to 
give  an  account  of  the  confifcation. 
of  the  Englifh  (hip  Fame  Packet, 
in  the  road  of  Cherbourg,  and  to 
take  the  firft  ConfuPs  orders  re¬ 
lative  to  the  exifting  application  of 
the  law  of  the  4th  Germinal, 
year  2. 

I  have  begged  him  to  make 
known  to  me  the  decifion,  which, 
as  foon  as  it  (hall  have  been  fent,  I 
will  haften  to  communicate  •  to 
you. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  affurance  of  my 
high  confideration. 

(Signed) 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

To  Mr.  Merry,  Minifter  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty,  &c.  &c.  Sec, 


No.  XII. 

Tranflation  of  a  Note  from  M.  TaL 
ley  rand  to  Mr.  Me'rry ,  Paris ,  1  2 
Theymidor ,  An.  10  f July  31, 
1802 J. — In  Mr .  Merry’s  No, 

49* 

Paris ,  this  1 2  Thermidor ,  1  c> 
Sir, 

« 

I  HAV  E  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  the  Minifter  of  Finance, 
in  anfwer  to  the  letter,  by  which  I 
Communicated  to  him  your  iaft  note 
concerning  the  affair  of  the  Fame 
Packet,  Captain  Gruchy,  has  juft 
informed  me  that  he  has  made  his 
report  to  the. Firft  Conful,  on  the 
feizure  of  this  ftiip,  of  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  acknowledged  that  the 
cargo  was  compofed  of  prohibited 
merchandife,  and  that,  from  what 
has  appeared,  the  firft  Conful  has 
decided,  that  juftice  muft  take  its 
courfe. 

Receive,  Sir,  the  affurance  of 
my  high  confideration. 
(Signed) 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

To  Mr.  Merry,  &c.  &c,  &c. 

* 

No.  XIII. 

Statement  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Fame 
Packet . 

July  3  1,  1802. 

A  faithful  Statement  of  the  Affair  of 
Captain  de  Gruchy ,  of  Jerfey$ 
again  ft  the  Adminift  ration  of  the 
Cuftoms  of  Cherbourg . 

TPIE  19th  of  December  laft. 
Captain  de  Gruchy,  commanding 
the  fhip  Fame  Packet,  fet  fail  from 

the 
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the  port  of  Southampton,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  to  go  to  Jerfey  with  a  cargo 
confiding  of  flour,  dried  barley 
for  the  troops  of  the  garrifon,  and 
-  divers  other  merchandife  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland.  He  had 
taken  on  board  twenty-five  p^flen- 
gers,  confiding  of  women,  children, 
merchants,  and  officers  going  to 
join  their  regiments,  amongft 
others,  a  lieutenant  of  the  roval 

■  j 

navy.  On  leaving  the  port  of 
Southampton,  he  was  obliged  to 
enter  into  a  bond,  purporting  that 
his  cargo  muft  be  landed  in  an 
Englifh  port.  In  the  firft  inftance, 
his  navigation  was  prosperous ; 
but,  on  the  20th  December,  the 
wind  all  at  once  fliifted  to  S.S.W. 
blowing  with  dreadful  fury,  and 
during  that  evening  a  mod  violent 
temped  came  on.  Fearful,  then, 
of  paffing  another  night  on  the  fea, 
he  refolved  to  put  into  the  neared 
port.  As  he  found  himfelr  in  a 
fituation  to  gain  the  port  of  Cher¬ 
bourg,  he  made  way  for  that  place, 
thinking  that  the  preliminaries 
between  England  and  France  would 
permit  him  to  enter  there  in  perfefV 
fecurity  ;  more  particularly  as 
feveral  of  his  paflengers  were  very 
ill,  and  he  could  give  them  no  re¬ 
lief.  He  arrived  in  Cherbourg 
roads  the  evening  of  the  20th  of 
Pecember.  Having  anchored,  the 
captain  went  afhore,  to  make  his 
report  at  the  cudom-houfe,  where 
he  was  not  admitted,  under  the 
pretext  that  he  had  no  broker;  he 
found  one,  aiid  repaired  again  to 
the  cudom-houfe  ;  his  declaration 
was  refufed,  becaufe,  as  he  was 
told,  the  law  of  the  4th  Germinal, 
year  2,  forbids  all  (hips  of  above 
100  tons  to  approach  within  four 
leagues  of  the  coads  ®f  France, 
with  Englifh  merchandife. 

The  captain  was  then  cited  by 
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the  adminidration  of  Cherbourg 
before  the  tribunal  ofValogne,  and 
the  judges  pronounced  a  verdict 
againd  him  according  to  all  the 
rigour  of  a  law  pafled  in  times  of 
war  and  calamity.  The  captain 
appealed  from  this  decifion  to  the 
tribunal  of  Coutances,  which  again 
condemned  him,  but  revokes  the 
difpofition  of  the  former  tribunal, 
which  had  condemned  him  to  fix 
months  imprifonment.  The  affair 
is  a  dually  before  the  tribunal  of 
appeal,  and  is  about  to  be  decided 
without  delay. 

The  law  quoted  entails  the  mod 
dreadful  confequences  on  the  fhips 
which  carry  on  trade  from  England 
to  the  ifland  of  Jerfey,  fince  all 
thofe  veflels  are  under  100  tons,  and 
it  is  impoffible  for  them  not  to  oafs 
within  the  range  of  four  leagues 
(the  Race  of  Alderney  being  with¬ 
in  this  circumference),  .which  ex- 
poles  to  great  inconvenience  the 
garrifon  and  inhabitants  of  the 
i Hands,  which  are  fupplied  by 
thofe  veflels. 

The  cudom-houfe  of  Cherbourg 
is  itfelf  fo  convinced  that  the  (hip 
was  bound  to  Jerfey,  that  it  has 
juft  fent  to  our  governor,  General 
Gordon,  a  parcel  addreflcd  to  him 
which  was  in  the  (hip. 

July  31,  1802. 

No.  XIV. 

Tranflatkn  of  a  Letter  front  Mr . 

Merry  to  M.  Talleyrand ;  Paris , 

loth  September  1802. — In  Mr. 

Merry's  feparate  of  loth  Septem. 

her,  1802. 

Paris ,  loth  September  1802. 

Citizen  Minifter. 

IT  is  with  pain  that  I  find 
myfelf  again  under  the  neceflity 

of 
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of  having  to  proteft  againft  the 
effects  of  the  law  of  the  French  re- 
public,  which  declares  confifcable 
every  fhip  entering  into  a  port  of 
France  with  prohibited  merchan¬ 
dife  (a  prohibition  which  Hill  ex¬ 
tends  to  all  thofe  of  Englifh  ma. 
nufabfure),  although  they  may  be 
deftined  for  another  port. 

The  Englifh  brig  named  Jennies, 
Captain  William  Muckle,  was 
freighted  in  England  to  carry  pit- 
coal  to  the  port  of  Charante  in 
France,  as  well  as  a  fmall  quantity 
of  Englifh  merchandife  to  the  port 
of  Cadiz  in  Spain,  from  which  it 
was  to  bring  back  a  cargo  of  wine. 

Arrived  at  Rochefort,  the  cap¬ 
tain  made  his  declaration  to  the 
cuft om-hcufe  of  every  thing  he  had 
on  board,  as  well  for  the  port  of 
Charente  as  for  that  of  Cadiz  ;  and 
he  has  offered  to  depofit  in  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe,  until  his  departure,  the 
merchandife  which  was  deftined 
for  Spain,  in  cafe  this  precaution 
were  judged  necdfary. 

B,ut,  notwithflanding  this  frank 
and  candid  procedure  on  his  part, 
which  evidently  proves  that  he  had 
no  defign  to  carry  on  a  contraband 
trade,  and  that  the  goods  prohibited 
were  really  intended  for  a  foreign 
country,  the  cuftom-houfe  officers 
have  refufed  to  admit  his  declara¬ 
tion,  and  have  fei zed  the  fhip,  by 
virtue  of  the  above-mentioned  law. 

The  owners  of  the  veffel  and 
the  proprietors  of  the  cargo  having 
complained  to  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment,  I  have,  Citizen  Minifter, 
juft  received  orders  from  my  court, 
to  represent  this  affair  to  you  ;  as 
alfo  to  have  the  honour  of  folicitino; 
the  immediate  releafe  of  the  fhip 
and  cargo,  with  which  it  is  hoped 
that  the  lentiments  of  juftice  and 
equity  which  actuate  the  French 


government  will  decide  It  to  com¬ 
ply,  feeing  that  the  innocence  Of 
the  captain  Is  proved  by  the  cir- 
cumftan.ee  of  the  offer  which  he 
made  to  depofit  the  prohibited  mer¬ 
chandife  in  the  cuftom-houfe  until 
the  moment  of  his  departure. 

As  to  the  reft,  X  fhall  take  the 
liberty.  Citizen  Minifter,  to  re¬ 
mind  you,  on  this  occafion,  of  the 
obfervations  which  I  have  already 
had  the  honour  to  lay  before  yon  on 
another,  upon  the  prejudicial  ef¬ 
fects  which  muft  neceffarily  refuit 
to  the  Englifh  corpmerce,  as  like- 
wife  to  the  amicable  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  two  countries, 
from  the  continuation,  in  time  of 
peace,  of  a  law  which  arofe  out  of 
a  ftate  of  war,  and  even  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  ol  its  greateft  violence. 

X  have  the  honour.  Citizen 
Minifter,  to  renew  to  you  the  af- 
furances  of  my  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  A.  Merry* 

To  Citizen  Talleyrand, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Np.  XV. 

Tranjldtion  of  a  Letter  from  Mr . 
Merry  to  M.  Talleyrand ;  dated 
14  th  Odober  1802. — In  Mr. 
Merry's  No.  80. 

Paris ,  14 th  Odober  1802. 

Citizen  Minifter, 

THE  Englifh  floop  named 
Nancy,  Captain  Allen  Richard- 
fon,  left  the  ports  of  England  for 
Rotterdam  and  Holland,  with  a 
cargo  compofed  of  different  foreign 
merchandife,  which  had  been  taken 
on  enemies’  fhips  during  the  war, 
and  had  been  fold  in  England  under 
fecurity,  which  the  purchafers 
gave,  to  export  them. 


This 
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This  Chip  being  already  on  the 
coalt  of  Holland,  there  met  with 
foul  weather,  by  which  it  fuftained 
damages  ;  amongft  others,  that  of 
the  lofs  of  her  bowfprit,  which  ob¬ 
liged  her  to  take  fnelter  in  the  port 
of  Fluffing.  She  arrived  there  to¬ 
wards  the  middle  of  the  month  of  Ju¬ 
ly  of  this  year,  when  a  detachment 
of  French  troops,  commanded  by 
officers,  went  on  board  and  took 
poffeffion  of  the  veffel  and  cargo, 
without  the  captain  being  able  to 
learn  the  caufe  ot  this  feizure.  The 
veffel  is  Fill  detained  there. 

'  Tire  circum fiances  of  this  event, 
fhould  they  be  in  point  of  fact  fuch 
as  the  captain  and  owners  have  re- 
prefented  them  to  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  feem  to  give  it  a  hoitile 
quality  on  the  part  of  the  French 
officers,  who  appear  to  have  in¬ 
tended  to  make  a  capture  of  the  fhip, 
inftead  of  granting  it  that  afyium, 
hofpitality,  and  fuceour,  which  it 
might  have  expeded  in  the  port  of 
a  power  now  at  peace  with  Eng¬ 
land. 

In  the  prefent  cafe  there  is  no 
queftion  ot  Englifh  merchandifes  (if 
the  captain  had  attempted  to  intro¬ 
duce  them  by  contraband,  of  which 
he  has  not  even  been  accufed),  fince 
all  thofe  which  are  on  board  the 
Nancy  are  from  other  countries, 
which  could  not  have  been  imported 
into  England  but  as  prizes  from  an 
enemy  :  and  although  they  fhould 
have  been  of  the  growth  or  manu- 
.fadure  of  England ;  the  forced 
arrival  of  the  fhip  fhould  feem  to 
exempt  them  from  the  application 
of  that  law  of  the  French  republic, 
which  flill  condemns  every  pro- 
dudion  of  the  foil  or  induflry  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  is  in  confequence  of  orders  of 
my  court,  Citizen  Minifter,  that 


I  have  the  honour  of  reprefenting  to 
you  this  affair,  and  of  claiming 
from  you,  not  only  the  fpeedy  re- 
leafe  of  the  above-mentioned  fhip 
with  its  cargo,  but  that  juftice 
fhould  be  done  to  the  owners  for 
the  Ioffes  which  they  have  ex¬ 
perienced  by  the  detention  of  their 
effeds.  The  Englifh  government 
by  no  means  doubts,  that  the  fen- 
timents  of  equity  which  guide  that 
of  the  republic  will  difpofe  it  to 
receive  favourably  thefe  demands, 
provided  there  fhould  be  no  crime 
proved  againft  the  captain. 

I  eagerly  feize.  Citizen  Minif- 
ter,  this  opportunity  to  have  the 
honour  of  renewing  to  you  the  af- 
furances  of  my  high  considera¬ 
tion. 

(Signed)  A.  Merry** 

To  Citizen  Talleyrand, 

&c.  & c.  &c. 

No.  XVI. 

Tran  fat  ion  of  a  Note  from  Mr .  Mer¬ 
ry  to  M.  Talleyrandy  dated  Paris , 
22  nd  October  1802. — hi  Mr • 
Merry's  fecond  Difpatch ,  O Bober 
2$th  1802. 

Paris ,  22 d  OBober  1 802* 

Citizen  Minifter, 

A  NEW  cafe  has  juft  occurred, 
wherein  an  Englifh  fhip  has  felt,  in  a 
very  ftriking  manner,  the  effeds  of 
the  law  of  the  French  republic, 
which  confifcates  every  fhip  on 
board  which  fhould  be  found 
the  fmalleft  article  of  Englifh 
manufadure. 

The  brig  George,  commanded 
by  Mr.  John  Newham,  entered  the 
port  of  Charente  at  the  beginning 
of  Auguft  of  this  year,  to  cake  in 

a  cargo 
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a  cargo  of  brandy,  deftined  for 
London,  having  on  board  nothing 
but  her  ballaft  and  the  neceffary 
provifions  for  the  voyage.  The 
cuftom-houfe  officers  could  not, 
therefore,  find  any  thing  to  feize 
upon  but  the  utenftlsof  the  captain’s 
cabin  (which  he  did  not  think  that 
he  was  under  a  neceffity  to  declare), 
fuch  as,  fome  earthenware  plates, 
glaffes,  and  fteel  knives  and  forks, 
the  quantity  of  each  kind  of  which, 
not  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  it, 
may  be  very  eafily  eftimated  by 
the  price  of  4I.  fterling,  or  ninety- 
fix  French  livres,  which  the  whole 
together  had  coft  the  captain,  in¬ 
cluding  therein  two  lamps  which 
lighted  his  cabin. 

This,  Citizen  minifter,  is  what 
has  fufficed  for  this  fubjedt  of  the 
King  to  have  undergone  all  the 
rigours  of  the  law  of  the  10th 
Brumaire,  year  5  of  the  republic, 
which  enacts  confifcation  of  the 
Chip,  as  well  as  other  pains.  And 
this  is  a  cafe  wherein  England  would 
have  taken  an  entire  cargo  of  the 
productions  of  France  j  while  the 
latter  power  does  not  permit  an 
Englifh  captain  who  comes  to 
fetch  thofe  products,  to  make  ufe, 
on  board  his  own  fhip,  of  the  uten- 
fils  of  his  own  country.  Was  it 
then  neceffary,  in  order  to  come 
into  a  port  of  France,  firft  to  pro¬ 
cure  from  this  country  plates, 
glaffes,  knives  and  forks  ?  Or, 
fhould  that  be  impofiible,  fiiould  he 
be  obliged  to  eat  off  the  boards  of 
his  fhip,  and  with  his  fingers  ? 
This  appears  incredible ;  it  is, 
neverthelefs,  proved  by  the  fadt. 

Since,  Citizen  Minifter,  the  re- 
prefentations  which  I  have  already 
had  the  honour  of  addreffing  to  you, 
on  cafes  nearly  fimilar,  have  pro¬ 
duced  no  effect,  I  cannot  expedt 


better  fuccefs  in  a  demand  which  I 
might  make  in  the  prefent  cafe. 
But  you  will  perceive,  Citizen 
Minifter,  how  much  it  is  my  duty 
to  make  you  acquainted  w  ith  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  Merry. 

Citizen  Talleyrand, 

Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

No.  XVII. 

Cppy  of  a  Dif patch  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  Lord  Hanvkejiuryi  dated  Paris , 
Oftcber  i  fk,  1802. 

( Separate . ) 

Parisy  OSiober  2 £,  1802. 

My  Lord, 

JOHN  Newham,  the  mailer 
ol  the  Britifli  brio;  George,  deliver- 
ed  to  me  a  report,  laft  week,  of 
that  veffel,  which  had  been  freighted 
to  come  to  Cbarente  in  ballaft,  to 
convey  from  thence  a  cargo  of 
brandy  for  England,  having  been 
feized  at  that  port  by  the  French 
cuftom-houfe  officers,  becaufe  the 
different  articles  which  thev  found 

#  j 

m  the  matter’s  cabin,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  table,  fuch  as  plates,  knives, 
forks,  and  glaffes  (the  coft  of  which, 
when  new,  he  declared  to  have 
been  all  together  4I.),  were  of 
Britifli  manufadture,  and  becaufe 
he  had  not  made  a  declaration  of 
them  at  the  cuftom-houfe.  He  ac¬ 
quainted  me,  moreover,  that  his 
veffel  had  been  condemned,  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  feizure,  b^two 
fentences  of  the  French  tribunals 
in  the  department  where  Charente 
is  fituated. 

I  thought  it  my  duty,  my  Lord, 
to  lofe  no  time  in  fitting  fo  violent 

'  .  a  pro- 
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2.  proceeding  to  the  French  minift- 
er ;  and  I  deliverd  to  him  accord¬ 
ingly,  the  day  before  yefterday, 
the  reprefen  ration,  of  which  the 
inclofed  is  a  copy,  taking  that  op¬ 
portunity  to  remind  M.  Talley¬ 
rand  of  the  former  remonftrances 
which  I  had  delivered  to  him  on 
fubjefts  of  a  dm  liar  nature,  and 
renewing  verbally,  on  this  occa- 
lion,  the  obfervations  which  I 
then  had  the  honour  of  expreffing 
to  him  in  writing,  upon  the  con¬ 
tinued  rigorous  execution,  in  time 
ot  peace,  of  the  French  law  which 
had  taken  place  at  a  moment  of  the 
greatefl  heat  of  the  late  war.  The 
mtnifter  confined  his  anfwer  to  me, 
to  an  add  ranee,  that  he  would  caufe 
an  inquiry  to  be  made  immediate¬ 
ly  into  the  cafe  which  1  had  now 
laid  before  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed)  A.  Merry. 

Right  honorable  Lord  Haw  kefbury, 
&c.  &c.  Sec. 

No.  XVIII. 

Copy  of  a  Dif patch  from.  Lord  Whit- 
< worth  to  Lord  Hawk ejburyy  dated 
Parity  loth  May  1803. 

(Separate.) 

Parity  May  10,  1803. 
My  Lord, 

WITH  regard  to  the  numerous 
memorials  •  and  reprefentatio.ns 
which  I  have  had  to  make  to  this 
government  in  behalf  of  thofe  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjefts  who  have  fuf- 
fered  by  the  detention  and  confif- 
cation  of  their  veffels  and  property 
in  the  ports  of  France,  I  have  only 
to  obferve,  that  they  have,  with  ' 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  inflate- 
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ces,  remained  tmanfwered  :  I  truft, 
therefore,  no  blame  can  attach  to 
me,  if  my  endeavours  to  carry 
into  effect  your  Lordfhip’s  inft ruc¬ 
tions  on  this  head  have  not  been 
more  effedlual. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sc c. 

(Signed)  Whitworth 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  See.  Sec .  &c. 

"  V 

No.  XIX. 

Copy  of  an  Infraction  from  Lord  Ho¬ 
bart  to  Lieutenant  General  F.  Dun - 
daty  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Com¬ 
mander  of  hit  Majefty’t  Troops  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope}  dated  1  f  h 
October  1802. 

Downing. Street,  17  O  Sober >  I  802. 

ro  0 

.OIT, 

CIRCUMSTANCES  having 
recently  occurred  which  render  it 
advifeable  to  delay  the  reftitution 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
Batavian  Government,  I  am  to 
fignify  to  you  his  Majefly’s  com¬ 
mands,  that  you  fhould  retain  pof. 
fgffion  thereof  until  further  orders. 
It  is,  however,  extremely  defira- 
ble,  that,  in  the  execution  of  this 
inftru&ion,  every  circumftance 
fhould  be  avoided  which  may  be 
calculated  to  excite  jealoufy  in  the 
Batavian  government,  or  to  create 
an  apprehension  of  its  arifing  from 
an  hoftile  motive. 

N.  B.  The  above  inftru&ion 
received  at  the  Cape  on  the  31ft 
December  1801 ;  and  acknowledg¬ 
ed  in  General  Dundas’s  difpatch 
of  the  3d  of  January,  received  in 
Downing  Street  on  the  1 8 th  of 
March. 

Ne. 
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No.  XX. 

1  (Secret.) 

Copy  oflnfirudiom  from  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Hobart}  one  of  his 
Majefy’s  principal  Secretaries  of 
State ,  &c.  See,  See.  to  Lieutenant 
General  Francis  Dundasy  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Governor  and  Commander  of 
his  Majefiy’s  Forces  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope ,  dated  the  1 6th  Novem¬ 
ber  I  §02. 

Downing  Streefj  1 6th  November , 
1802. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
inftruftions  which,  by  the  King’s 
commands,  I  communicated  to  you 
on  the  17  th  ultimo,  it  is  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  pleafare,  in  the  event  of  the 
Eaft-India  (hips  originally  deftined 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  troops 
being  at  the  Cape  when  you  re¬ 
ceive  this  difpatch,  that  you  do 
give  directions  for  their  immediate 
embarkation,  with  orders  for 
their  departure  for  India  without 
delay. 

Under  an  impreffion,  however, 
of  the  probability  of  thofe  (hips 
having  failed  without  the  troops, 
I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  other 
Blips  have  been  fubftituted  for  that 
fervice;  but  that  I  am  apprehen- 
five  it  will  be  at  lead  one  month 
before  they  can  leave  this  coun¬ 
try. 

I  am  alfo  to  fignify  to  you  his 
Majelty’s  pleafure,  that  you  do 
proceed  forthwith  to  the  execution 
ol  your  former  inftru&ions  for  the 
complete  evacuation  of  the  Cape. 

The  utmoft  cordiality  fubfifting 
between  his  Majefty’s  government 
and  that  of  the  Bataviap  republic, 
you  will  obferve  the  moll  conci¬ 
liatory  conduCl  in  all  your  proceed¬ 


ings  with  the  officers  belonging  to 
that  republic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Hobart. 

To  Lieutenant  General  Dundas, 
&c.  &c.  See. 

No,  XXI. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  R.  King 

to  Lord  Havokefbury ,  dated  London , 

May  15th,  1803. 

London ,  May  i  fly  1803* 
My  Lord, 

IN  the  prelent  critical  pofture 
of  affairs,  J  iofe  no  time  in  com¬ 
municating  to  your  Lordfhip,  for 
his  Majelty’s  information,  that  a 
treaty  was  figned  at  Paris  on  the 
30th  day  of  April  pall,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  America  and 
France  j  by  which  the  complete 
foyereignty  of  the  town  and  terri¬ 
tory  of  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  all 
Louisiana,  as  the  fame  was  hereto¬ 
fore  poffeffed  by  Spain,  has  been 
acquired  by  the  United  States  of 
America.  in  drawing  up  this 
treaty,  care  has  been  taken  fo  to 
frame  the  fame,  as  not  to  infringe 
any  right  of  Great  Britain  in  thex 
navigation  of  the  river  Miffif- 
fippi. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  this  com¬ 
munication  will  be  received  with 
fatisfaClion,  and  regarded  as  a  new 
proof  of  the  difpofition  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  to  obferve  towards  his 
Majefty  a  fpirit  of  amity  and  con¬ 
fidence,  important  at  all  times,  and 
more  efpecially  fo  in  prefent  cir- 
cumltances,  to  the  harmony  and 
mutual  profperity  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries. 

I  avail  myfelf  of  this  occafion> 
Q  tO 
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to  renew  to  your  Lordfhip  the  af- 
furance  of  diftinguifhed  confidera- 
tion,  with  which 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  Sec. 

Rufus  King. 

\ 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  See.  See.  Sec. 

No.  XXII. 

» 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Hawkef¬ 
bury  to  Mr.  King ,  dated  May  1 9 th 

1803. 

Downing  Street)  May  19,  1803. 
Sir, 

HAVING  laid  before  the  King 
your  letter  of  the  15th  of  this 
month,  in  which  you  inform  me, 
that  a  treaty  was  figned  at  Paris 
on  the  30th  of  laft  month,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  America  and 
France,  by  which  the  complete 
fovereignty  of  the  town  and  terri¬ 
tory  of  New  Orleans,  as  well  as 
of  all  Louifiana,  has  been  acquired 
by  the  United  States;  I  have  re. 
ceived  his  Majefty ’s  commands,  to 
exy>refs  to  you  the  pleafure  with 
which  his  Majefty  has  received 
this  intelligence ;  and  to  add,  that 
his  Majefty  regards  the  care  which 
has  been  taken  fo  to  frame  this 
treaty  as  not  to  infringe  any  right 
oi  Great  Britain  in  the  navigation 
of  the  Miftiflippi,  as  the  moll 
fatisfa&ory  evidence  of  a  difpoli- 
tionon  the  part  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  correfpondent 
to  that  which  his  Majefty  enter¬ 
tains,  to  promote  and  improve  that 
harmony  and  good  underftanding 
which  fo  happily  fubfift  between 
the  two  countries,  and  which  are 
fo  conducive  to  their  mutual  be¬ 
nefit.  I  have  it  alfo  in  command 
to  allure  you,  fir,  that  the  fenti- 
Vol.  XLV.  or  You,  III.  Nev 


mients  which  you  have  exprefted, 
in  making  this  communication, 
are  confidered  by  his  Majefty 's 
government  as  an  additional  proof 
of  that  cordiality  and  confidence 
which  you  have  uniformly  manifeft- 
ed  in  the  whole  courfe  of  your 
public  million,  and  which  have  fo 
juftly  entitled  you  to  the  efteem 
and  regard  of  his  Majefty ’s  go¬ 
vernment. 

I  cl  eft  re  you  to  accept  the  aftu- 
rances  of  the  diftinguiftied  con- 
fideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c. 

Hawke  se  ury» 

Rufus  King,  Efq. 

&c.  Sec.  Sec . 


Papers  Prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com - 
mans  by  Lord  Hawkefbury  y  ref 
peSiing  the  Rejiitution  of  certain 
Conquered  Places . 

Ordered  to  be  printed!  Hof  May  1  803* 

Copy  of  his  Majefty*s  Order  for 
the  Reftitution,  to  the  French 
and  Batavian  Republics,  of  the 
following  Illands  or  Settle¬ 
ments  : 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Marti¬ 
nique,  Tobago,  St.  Lucie,  Defeada 
and  the  Saints,  Pierre  and  Mique¬ 
lon,  Curasao,  Surinam,  Demerara, 
Berblee  and  Eflequibo,  St.  Eufta- 
tius,  St.  Martin’s,  Goree. — • 
Conquefts  in  Eaft  Indies. 

(L.  S. )  George  R. 

TRUSTY  and  well-beloved. 
We  greet  you  well :  Whereas  a 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  has  been 
figned  at  Amiens  on  the  27th  day 
of  March  laft,  by  our  minifter  ple- 
Seriks,  *  A  a  nipo*. 
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nipotentiary,  and  thofe  of  the 
French  republic,  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  and  the  Batavian  repub¬ 
lic  :  and  whereas  it  is  ftipulated 
by  the  third  article  of  the  faid 
treaty,  that  we  fhall  reftore  to  the 
French  republic  and  her  allies, 
namely,  his  Catholic  Majefty  and 
the  Batavian  republic,  all  the  pof- 
feffions  and  colonies  which  belon¬ 
ged  to  themrefpeftively,  and  which 
had  been  occupied  or  conquered  by 
our  forces  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
with  the  exception  of  the  ifiand  of 
Trinidad  and  the  Dutch  pcflefTions 
in  the  inland  of  Ceylon  :  and  it  being 
further  ftipulated,  in  the  twelfth 
article  of  the  faid  definitive  treaty, 
that  the  evacuations,  ceflions,  and 
reftitutions  ftipulated  for  by  the 
prefent  treaty,  except  where  other- 
wife  exprefsly  provided  for,  fhall 
take  place  in  the  continent  and 
feas  of  Africa,  within  three  months 
after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent 
definitive  treaty,  which  ratifica¬ 
tions  were  exchanged  on  the  23d 
day  of  April  laft:  and  it  being  fti¬ 
pulated  by  the  13th  article  of  the 
faid  definitive  treaty,  that  in  all 
the  cafes  of  reftitution  agreed  upon 
by  the  prefent  treaty,  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  fhall  be  delivered  up  in  the 
ftate  in  which  they  may  have  been 
at  the  time  of  the  fignature  of  the 
preliminary  treaty,  and  that  all 
the  works,  which  fhall  have  been 
conftru&ed  fince  the  occupation, 
fhall  remain  untouched  ;  our  will 
and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  ftipulations  above  reci¬ 
ted,  deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  deliver¬ 
ed,  to  fuch  eommiffary  or  commif- 
faries  as  fhall  be  named  and  authori¬ 
zed  on  the  part  of  the 
republic  to  receive  the  fame,  the 
of  with  the 

fortifications  thereof,  in  the  ftate 


in  which  they  may  have  been  at 
the  time  of  the  fignature  of  the 
preliminary  treaty,  leaving  un¬ 
touched  the  works  whieh  fhall  have 
been  conftrudied  fince  the  occupa¬ 
tion  :  and  for  fo  doing,  this  fhall  be 
your  warrant.  Given  at  our  court 
at  St.  James’s,  the  day  of 

May  1802,  in  the  forty-fecond 
year  of  our  reign. 

To  our  trufty  and  well-beloved " 
Governor  of  the  or 

or  to  the  Officer  com¬ 
manding  our  Troops  in  the  ? 
faid  Settlement,  and  to  all  o- 
thers  whom  it  may  concern. 

By  his  Majefty ’s  command, 
(Counterfigned)  Hobart, 


Order  for  the  Reftitution  of 
the  of 


Copy  of  an  Inftru&ion  from  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Hobart, 
to  the  Governors  of,  or  Officers 
commanding  at 


Surinam,  Demerara,  Berbice  and 
EfTequibo,  Martinique,  St.  Lucie, 
Tobago,  Curasao, 

17th  of  O&ober.  1 802. 


(  Circular .) 


Downing  Street,  17 th  Qttober  1802. 

Sir, 

CIRCUMSTANCES  having 
occurred,  which  render  it  advife- 
able  to  delay  the  reftitution  of'the 
1  of  to  the 

republic,  I  am  to  fignify 
to  you  his  Majefty ’s  commands, 
that  you  fhould  retain  pofteffion 
thereof  until  further  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  Hobart, 

To 


1 


'  STATE 

To 

the  Governor  of 

Copy  of  an  Inftrudion  from  the 
Right  honourable  Lord  Hobart 
to  the  Governors  of,  or  Officers 
commanding  at 

Surinam,  Demerara,  Berbiceand 
Effiebuibo,  Martinique,  St.  Lucie, 
Tobago,  Curacao. 

15  th  of  November  1802 
(  Circular.) 

Downing  Street ,  15th  of  November 
1802. 

",  Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  notwithstanding  the  or¬ 
ders,  which,  by  the  King’s  com¬ 
mands,  I  communicated  to  you  on 
the  17th  ultimo,  it  is  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure,  that  you  do  immediately 
proceed  to  the  reftitution  of  the 
fettlement  tff  to  the 

government ;  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  directions  you  have 
already  received  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Hob  art. 
To 

the  Governor  of 
See.  Sec.  &c. 


Papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  by  Lord  Havokejbury ,  r<?- 
fpeSiing  the  continuance  of  the 
French  troops  in  Holland.  Or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed  2  Zth  May 
1803. 

No.  I. 

Extra  Si  of  a  D  if  patch  from  Mr.  Lif- 
ton  to  Lord  Hawkejbury  t  dated 
The  Hague  y  November  5 thy  1802, 
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THE  Anxious  apprehenfions  un~ 
Tr  which  me  Dutch  government 
have  for  fome  time  laboured,  have 
been  in  fome  meafure  calmed  by 
the  accounts  received  to-day  from 
different  quarters. 

1  neir  ambaftador  at  Paris  has 
tranfmitted  a  copy  of  a  nervous  and. 
well -written  memorial,  prefented 
hY  to  the  Minifter  of  Foreign 
affairs  (in  confequence  of  the  in. 
ftrudions  lately  fent  from  hence)  j 
and  he  informs  the  fecretary  of 
hate,  that  he  received  the  moll 
poll  five  affirmances  from  M.  de  Tal¬ 
leyrand,  that  it  was  by  no  means 
the  intention  of  the  firft  Conful  to 
mcreafe  the  number  of  French 
troops  in  the  Batavian  republic,  or 
to  march  back  thofe  now  upon  the 
frontiers  into  the  interior  parts  of 
this  country:  that,  on  the  con. 
trary,  it  was  his  fixed  determination 
to  withdraw  the  whole  as  foon  as 
the  proper  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  that  purpofe. 


No.  II. 

s> 

Extract  of  a  Dif patch  from  Mr.  Lif  1 
ton  to  Lord Havokefbury ,  datedThc 
Hague 3  November  12th,  1802. 

WHATEVER  may  be  the  re. 
folution  of  the  Firft  Conful  refped- 
ing  the  final  evacuation  of  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  republic  by  the  troops  of 
h  ranee  (a  fubjed  on  which  this 
government  remains  in  a  ftate  of 
doubt  and  uncertainty),  there  feems 
reafon  to  fnppofe  that  a  certain  por¬ 
tion  .  of  them— the  17th  and  74th 
demubrigades  of  infantry,  amount- 
ing  to  about  four  thoufand  men,—— 
are  to  be  embarked  at  Helvoet- 
ftuys,  and  tranfported  to  Louifiana, 
under  the  diredion  of  General 
*  A  a  z  the 
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Vidor,  who  has  been  appointed  to 
the  chief  command  in.  that  new 
colony. 

No.  in; 

Extra  SI  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord 

Whitworth  to  Lord  Hawkeflury , 

Paris,  December  13th,  1802. 

/ 

THE  Batavian  ambaflador  Vos 
van  Steinvick  has  been  inftruded  to 
make  a  reprefentation,  couched  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms,  again#  the  con¬ 
duct  of  this  government,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  French  troops  which 
continue  to  be  quartered  in  Hol¬ 
land. — Your  Lordfhip  well  knows 
how  long  and  how  anxioufly  the 
Batavian  government  has  been  ex¬ 
pecting  to  be  delivered  from  this 
burden. 

No.  IV. 

Difpatch  from  Lord  Whitworth  to 

Lord  Hawkefbury v,f  dated  Paris, 

December  1  yh,  i8c&. 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordfhip  will  learn,  by 
my  former  difpatch  of  this  date,  the 
llep  which  is  to  be  taken  by  the 
Dutch  ambaffador,  for  procuring 
the  evacuation  of  the  Batavian  ter¬ 
ritory  by  the  French  troops. 

I  cannot  fatter  myfelf  that  any 
direct  interference  of  my  part 
would,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ilances,  a  Hi  ft  in  promoting  this  im¬ 
portant  objed — and  I  know  that 
the  Dutch  ambaffador  entirely 
coincides  with  me  in  this  opinion. 

I  have,  however,  invariably  held  a 
language  on  this  fubjed,  conform¬ 


able  to  the  general  inftrudion? 
which  I  received  on  my  departure 
from  London. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Whitworth, 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  & c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  5. 

Extra  Si  of  a  Difpatch  from  Mr .  Lif 
ton  to  Lord  Hawkefbury,  datedThe 
Hague,  llth  January  1803. 

THE  negotiations  between  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  and  M.  de  Semon- 
viile,  refpeding  the  continuance  of 
French  troops  in  the  fouthern  gar- 
rifons  of  this  republic,  have  been 
carried  on  with  uncommon  adivity 
for  the  laft  few  days ;  and  this 
morning  M.  de  Sparre,  fon-in-law 
to  Madame  de  Semonville,  fet  out 
for  Paris,  carrying  with  him  the 
ambaffador’s  report  of  the  refult 
of  their  conferences. 

The  Dutch  government,  though 
they  appear  to  be  devoted  to  the 
idea  of  the  independence  of  tVeir 
native  country,  have  adopted  the 
opinion,  that  it  is,  upon  the  whole, 
wifer  to  yield  to  the  wifh  of  Bo¬ 
naparte,  to  continue  for  a  limited 
time  fmall  garrifons  in  fome  of  the 
frontier  towns,  than  by  3n  obftinate 
reftftance  to  draw  on  this  republic 
the  fate  of  Switzerland. 


Papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com - 
mans  by  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  refpe  Sling  the  Guarantee  of 
the  Court  of  Rufjia .  Ordered  to 

be  printed  26th  May  1803. 


STATE  PAPERS. 


No.  I. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Hawkef. 

bury  to  Sir  'Jolm  Warren ,  January 

29  thy  1803. 

Downing  Street,  Jan «  tfh.  1803. 

Sir, 

YOUR  Excellency’s  difpatclies, 
to  No.  21,  inclufive,  have  been 
received,  and  laid  before  the  King. 

I  fend  you  now  inclofed  the 
official  anfwer  to  the  note  of  the 
Chancellor  Count  Woronzow,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  10th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens :  it  has  been  de¬ 
livered  to  Count  Simon  Woronzow, 
the  Ruffian  ambaflador  at  this 
court. 

In  communicating  this  note,  you 
will  exprefs,  in  fuitable  terms,  how 
fenfibly  his  Majefty  feels  the  friend¬ 
ship  which  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia 
has  manifefted  to  him  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  in  his  difpofition  to  concur 
in  the  arrangements  relative  to  the 
ifland  of  Malta;  and  how  flneerely 
his  Majefty  regrets,  that  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  acquiefce/wlthout 
condition  or  explanation,  in  every 
thing  that  his  Imperial  Majefty 
has  propofed  on  this  fubjedt.  His 
Majefty,  however,  trufts,  that, 
■when  all  the  cirumftances  are  taken 
into  confideration,  which  bear  upon 
this  important  fubjedt,  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Ruffia  will  be  fatisfted,  that 
the  line  of  conduct  which  has  been 
adopted  by  his  Majefty,  is  fuch  as 
a  regard  to  good  faith  and  to  the 
interefts  of  his  dominions  has  ren¬ 
dered  neceffitry.  The  only  ma¬ 
terial  difference  between  the  ar- 
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rangement  propofed  by  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Ruffia  for  the  ifland  of 
Malta,  and  that  in  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  is  willing  to  concur,  relates 
to  the  ftipulations  in  favour  of  the 
Malrefe  inhabitants.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  that  your  Excellency  ftiould 
imprefs  the  Ruffian  government 
with  the  convidtion  of  the  fer vices 
rendered  by  the  inhabitants  ol 
Malta  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  the 
common  caufe,  at  the  time  when 
the  French  were  in  poffeffion  of  the 
illand  ;  that,  for  nearly  two  years, 
they  maintained  a  ftate  of  conftant 
and  adtive  hoftility  again!!  the 
French:  that  feveral  thoufands  of 
them  per'ihed  in  this  ftate  of  hof- 
tility ;  and  that  thefe  efforts  were 
made  at  a  time  when  they  could 
receive  affiftance  from  no  other  fo¬ 
rein  power  :  that  the  attachment 
evinced  by  the  Maltefe  to  his 
Majefty,  during  the  blockade,  and 
their  loyalty  to  him  fince  he  has  ob¬ 
tained  poffeffion  of  the  ifland,  give 
them  a  peculiar  claim  to  his  protec¬ 
tion,  and  a  right  to  expedt,  that,  in 
the  future  arrangements  for  the 
ifland,  fbme  advantages  Ihould  be 
ftipulated  in  their  favour  :  that,  in¬ 
dependent  of  every  confideration  of 
good  faith,  your  Excellency  well 
knows  that  the  Maltefe  inhabitants, 
if  attached  to  their  government,  are 
equal  to  the  defence  of  the  ifland  ;  and 
that  every  motive  of  policy,  there¬ 
fore,  as  well  as  of  jultice,  renders  it 
expedient  to  endeavour  to  conciliate 
their  affedtions.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  being  premifed,  you  will 
ftate,  that  the  objedtion,  which  it  is 
conceived  has  had  moft  weight  with 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  is  that  ftipu- 
lation  in  the  10th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  which  at  the  time 
that  it  eftabliihes  a  Maltefe  langue, 
*  A  a  3  re 
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requires  no  proof  of  nobility  for 
admiffion  into  that  langue  :  that 
fuch  a  ftipulation  is  confidered  as 
leading  to  the  eftabliftiment  of  a 
plebeian  langue,  totally  inconfiftent 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  inftitution  of 
the  order.  His  Majefty  is  ex¬ 
tremely  defrays  of  deviling  means 
by  which  this  objection  ,lhall  be 
obviated,  and  the  interefts  of  the 
Maltefe  adequately  confulted.  The 
proofs  of  nobility,  which  have  been 
required  for  other  priories,  have 
been  various;  and  the  power  of  the 
Tope  to  grant  difpenfations  has  been 
admitted  to  exift :  if,  therefore, 
ti dual  nobility  was^made  the  indif- 
penfable  condition  of  admiffion  into 
the  Maltefe  langue  or  priory,  the 
objection,  which  is  at  prefent  made 
to  this  part  of  the  arrangement, 
would,  in  a  great  degree,  if  not 
wholly,  be  removed.  As,  how¬ 
ever,,  the  number  of  perfons  who 
would  be  capable  of  admiffion  into 
the  order,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
a  regulation,  would  be  very  limi¬ 
ted,  it  appears  reafonable,  that 
fome  further  ftipulations  fhould  be 
made  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Malta  ;  and  it  may  be  propo- 
fed  to  revive,  under  fuch  regulati¬ 
ons  and  modifications  as  may  be 
judged  expedient,  the  national 
council  which  formerly  exifted  in 
that  ifland,  which  fhould  form  no 
part  of  the  order,  but  which  fhould 
have  a  fhare  in  the  government  of 
the  ifland,  and  a  deliberative  voice 
in  all  its  internal  concerns.  A 
body  of  this  defeription  could  not 
be  confidered  as  in  any  refpeft  de¬ 
rogatory  to  the  ancient  inftitution 
of  the  order,  and  would  be  confor¬ 
mable  to  what  exifted  within  the 
ifland  till  within  a  very  few  years. 
It  is  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 


information  on  thefe  points,  that 
inftruefions  will  be  fent  to  Sir 
Alexander  ball;  it  being  impoffi- 
ble,  after  all  that  has  paffed,  to 
to  bring  the  negotiation  to  an  iffue, 
without  fome  communication  with 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  Malta. 
His  Majefty  relies  on  your  zeal  in 
giving  effect  to  thefe  inft  ruCtions, 
and  on  vour  endeavours  to  reconcile 

J 

the  Ruffian  government  to  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  them. 

The  events  which  have  happened 
ftnee  the  conclufion  of  the  deftn;- 
-  tive  treaty  ;  the  unbounded  ambi¬ 
tion  which  has  been,  and  ftill  is, 
manifefted  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  ;  might  have  juftified  his 
Majefty  in  bringing  forward  new 
demands,  and  in  even  claiming  the 
appropriation  of  Malta,  as  fome 
cQunterpohfe  to  the  acquifitions 
made  by  France  fince  the  treaty  of 
peace  ;  but  the  moderation  with 
which  his  Majefty  has  been  actu¬ 
ated  in  all  his  concerns  with  fo¬ 
reign  powers,  and  his  anxious  de¬ 
fire  that  the  peace  of  Europe  may, 
ifpoffible,  be  effectually  confoljda- 
ted,  have  induced  him  to  forego 
thofe  claims  which  the  increafed 
and  increafmg  power  of  France 
might  have  juftified  him  in  advan¬ 
cing  ;  and  as  every  ftipulation  in 
the  treaty  of  Amiens  has  been  in 
a  courfe  of  execution  on  his  part, 
with  the  exception  of  the  ioth 
article,  he  is  defnbus  of  fhevving 
his  difpofition  to  concur  in  an  ar¬ 
rangement  which  may  be  confor¬ 
mable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  article  ; 
if  fuch  an  arrangement  can  be  ren¬ 
dered  confident,  with  the  honour 
of  his  crown  ;  and  if  it  effectually 
provides  for  the  objeCt  of  the  ioth 
article— -the  independence  of  the 
ifland  of  Malta. 


I  am 


I 
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I  am,  with  great  truth  and  ref- 
peft,  Sir,  your  Excellency’s  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

Ha  wke  s  bury. 

His  Excellency  Sir  John  Warren, 
See.  Sec.  See. 

No.  II.  '  . 

Copy  of  a  Note  from  Lord  Haivkef- 
jhurj  to  the  Vice-chancellor  Count 
A.  Worozojf ;  Jany  iqth,  1803. 

NOTE. 

The  underfigned,  his  Majefty’s 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  lor 
Foreign  Affairs,  has  laid  betore  the 
King,  the  note  of  the  Chancellor 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the 
Ruflias,  together  with  the  projet 
of  the  articles  inclofed  in  it,  which 
was  delivered  to  his  Excellency  Sir 
J  ohn  Borlafe  Warren,  in  confequence 
of  the  invitation  made  by  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  and  the  French  minifter, 
in  the  name  of  his  Majefty  and  the 
Firft  Conful  of  the  French  republic, 
to  his  Imperial  Majefty  to  accede 
as  a  guaranteeing  power  to  the  ioth 
article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  figned  at  Amiens  on  the  27  th 
day  of  March  laft. 

It  has  been  his  Majefty’ s  ftneere 
and  conftant  defire,  that  the  ftipula- 
tion  of  this  article,  as  well  as  every 
other  part  of  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace,  fhould  be  carried  into 
complete  effect ;  and  as  circumftan- 
ces  have  arifen,  fince  the  conclu- 
lion  of  the  treaty,  which  render  it 
impradlible  to  execute  the  loth 
article  according  to  the  terms  oi  it, 
and  which  have  made  frefh  ftipula- 
tions  neceffary,  that  means  fhould 
be  found  by  amicable  negotiation 
of  accomplifhing  an  arrangement, 
which  may  be  deemed  conformable 


to  the  fpirit  of  the  treaty,  and  to 
the  intentions  of  the  contradling 
parties  at  the  time  of  concluding 
it.  ; 

His  Majefty  attaches  the  great- 
eft  importance  to  the  acceffion  of 
the  Emperor  of  Ruflia  to  the  loth 
article  of  the  definitive  treaty  ; 
not  only  on  account  of  the  fecu- 
rity  which  the  guarantee  of  his 
Imperial  Majefty  would  give  to  the 
independence  of  the  ifland  of 
Malta,  but  likevvife  from  a  defire 
to  obtain  his  Imperial  Majefty’s 
fandfion  and  concurrence,  with  ref- 
pedt  to  the  arrangements  ftipulated 
in  that  article.  His  Majefty  has 
invariably  manifefted  the  fame  dif- 
pofition.  As  foon  as  he  had  learnt 
the  proceeding  which  had  been 
adopted  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  in  con,, 
fequence  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Raffia  for  the  eledtion 
of  a  Grand  Mafter,  he  propofed  to 
the  French  government  to  join 
with  him  in  declaring,  that,  as 
contradting  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  they  were  ready  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  eledbion  to  be  valid, 
and  to  recognife  the  perfon  who 
might  be  named  by  the  Pope,  out 
of  thofe  who  were  chofen  by  the 
priories  in  Ruflia,  and  whofe  names 
appeared  in  the  lift  that  was  then 
publifhed,  to  be  grand  Mafter  of 
the  order  of  St.  John.  In  confor¬ 
mity  to  the  principles  which  go¬ 
verned  his  Majefty’s  condudl  on 
that  occafion,  he  is  perfedliy  ready 
to  adopt  the  fuggeftion  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty,  lor  the  conclufion 
of  a  fupplementary  convention  to 
the  ioth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens ;  and  he  has  no  difficulty 
in  declaring  his  entire  acquiefcence 
in  the  2d,  3d,  5  th,  and  6th  arti¬ 
cles,  contained  in  the  projet  deli¬ 
vered  to  Sir  John  Warren;  his 
*  A  a  4  Majefty 
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Majefty  entirely  concurs  likewife 
in  that  part  of  the  ift  article, 
which  relates  to  the  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  fovereignty  of 
the  order  of  St.  John  of  jerufalem 
over  the  ifland  of  Malta  and  its 
dependencies.  With  refpecl  to  the 
other  part  of  the  article,  which 
refers  to  the  advantages  ftipulated 
in  favour  of  the  Maltefe,  his  Ma. 
jeity  is  extremely  anxious  that 
means  may  be  devifed  of  reconci¬ 
ling  the  views  of  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffla,  relative  to  the  order  of  St. 
John,  with  the  attention,  which  a 
regard  for  the  honour  of  his  crown 
renders  due  to  the  interests  and 
■withes  of  the  Maltefe  inhabitants, 
and  with  the  indifpenfible  objeCl  of 
the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  that  of  providing  effeClually 
for  the  independence  of  the  ifland  ; 
and  he  trulls,  that  fuch  an  arrange¬ 
ment  may  be  found  not  inconfiftent 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  original  in- 
ilitution  of  the  order.  His  Majef- 
iy  will  lofe  no  time  in  giving  in- 
ffruCtions  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  to 
take  meafures  for  obtaining  the 
information  which  may  be  neceflary 
for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  form 
bis  determination  on  this  fubjett. 

His  Majefty  trufts  that  that  part 
of  the  fourth  article,  which  relates 
to  the  number  of  Neapolitan  troops, 
will  be  judged  unneceffary,  when 
it  is  underftood,  that,  with  a  view 
to  the  execution  of  the  proviflons 
of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  meafures 
have  already  been  taken  for  raifing 
a  Maltefe  force pf  2000  men,  which, 
together  with  the  2000  at  prefent 
in  the  ifland,  will  form  an  ade¬ 
quate  garrifon  for  its  defence.  His 
Majefty,  however,  entirely  agrees 
with  the  Emperor  of  Ruffla,  in  the 
neeeffity  of  providing  adequate 
funds  for  the  fupnort  of  this  garri. 


fon ;  and,  as  the  property  of  the 
Spanifh  priories  has  been  fequeftered 
fince  the  conclufion  of  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty,  to  which  treaty  his 
Catholic  Majefty  was  a  party,  he 
thinks  it  indifpenfible,  that  the 
property  of  thofe  priories  fhould  be 
reftored  to  them  ;  efpecially  as  the 
Portuguefe  government  have  late¬ 
ly  declared  their  intention  of  fe- 
queftrating  the  property  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe  priory,  as  forming  a  part 
of  the  Spanilh  langue,  unlefs  the 
priories  of  Spain  are  reinftated  in 
their  former  polleflions.  As  thofe 
fequeft rations  have  been  carried 
into  effect  fince  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  and  as  it  is 
highly  important  to  fecure,  under 
any  circomftances  which  may  hap. 
pen,  a  revenue  adequate  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  government,  and  of  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  ifland,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  adopts,  Rom  a  conviction  of 
its  neeeffity,  the  fuggeftion  of  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffla,  that  whatever 
fum  may  be  requisite  for  that  pur- 
pole  beyond  the  ordinary  revenue, 
fhall  be  provjded  hy  an  equal  con¬ 
tribution  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty 
and  of  tfe  French  government; 
and  in  default  of  payment  by 
either  of  the  parties,  it  fhall  be  at 
the  option  0f  the  other  party  t© 
contrit>ute  the  whole. 

His  Majefty  has  thus  ftated, 
without  referve,  to  his  Imperial 
Majefty,  his  fentiments  on  every 
part  0f  this  important  fubjeCf,  and 
fds  reaJinefs  to  agree  in  fuch  mo- 
diilcations  of  the  10th  article  of 
the  treaty  ot  Amiens,  as  may  be 
foiled  not  inconfiftent  with  the 
fpirit  of  it  ;  as  may  be  compatible 
with  the  interefts  of  all  the  parties 
concerned ;  and  which,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  trufts,  will  therefore  prove 

fatis- 
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fatisfadory  to  the  Emperor  of 
Ruflia. 

(Signed)  Hawkesbury. 
Downing  Street.  Jan.  29th,  .1803. 


Contention  between  his  Britannic 

MajeJiy  and  the  King  of  Sweden. 

Concluded  at  London  an  the  2  $tb 

of  July,  1803. 

HIS  Majefty  the  King  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Sweden,  being  equally 
defirous  of  promoting  the  good  un- 
derftanding  which  happily  fubfifts 
between  them,  and  of  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  thofe  differences 
which  have  heretofore  arifen  ref- 
peding  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  alliance  concluded  and 
figned  at  Whitehall,  on  the  21ft 
day  of  Odober,  1661,  have  named 
and  authorized  for  that  purpofe, 
viz.  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the 
Right  Hon.  Robert  Banks  Jen- 
kinfon.  Lord  Hawkefbury,  one 
of  his  faid  Majefty ’s  moft  honour¬ 
able  Privy  Council,  and  his  prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Fo¬ 
reign  Department,  and  his  Swedifh 
Majefty,  George  Uldric  Baron  de 
Silverhjelm,  his  Envoy  Extraor¬ 
dinary  and  Minifter  Plenipotenti- 
potentiary  to  his  Britannic  Maje¬ 
fty,  and  Knight  of  the  order  of  the 
Polar  Star,  who  after  having  duly 
communicated  to  each  other  their 
refpedive  fall  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles: 

Art.  1 .  In  the  event  of  one  of 
the  contrafling  parties  being  neu¬ 
tral  during  a  war  in  which  the 
other  contrafling  party  may  be 
belligerent,  the  veftels  of  the  neu¬ 
tral  party  fhall  not  carry  to  the 
enemy  or  enemies  of  the  belligerent 


party,  money,  arms,  or  bombs; 
with  their  fufees  and  other  appur¬ 
tenances,'  fire  balls,  gun-powder, 
matches,  cannon  balls,  fpears,  lan¬ 
ces,  pikes,  halberts,  guns,  mortars, 
petards,  grenades,  mufket-refts, 
bandaliers,  falt-petre,  mulkets, 
mulket-bullets,  helmets,  head-pie¬ 
ces,  breaft  plates,  coats  of  mail, 
commonly  called  curialfes,  and  the 
like  kind  of  arms  or  troops,  horfes 
or  any  thing  neceffary  for  the 
equipment  of  cavalry;  or  piftols, 
belts  or  any  other  inftruments  of 
war,  or  ftiips  of  war,  and  guard 
fhips,  nor  any  manufadured  articles 
immediately  ferving  for  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  fame,  under  the  penal¬ 
ty,  that  ir  either  of  the  contrafl¬ 
ing  parties  fhall  feize  the  fame, 
thefe  articles  fiiall  be  liable  to  con- 
fifcation. 

Art.  2.  The  cruizers  of  the 
belligerent  power  fhall  exercife  the 
right  of  bringing  in  the  ftiips  of 
the  neutral  going  to  the  ports  of 
an  enemy,  laden  with  cargoes  of 
pitch,  tar,  hemp,  and  genera  Hy  all 
unmanufadured  articles  whatever, 
ferving  for  the  equipment  of  (hips 
of  all  defcriptions,  and  likewife  all 
manufadured  articles  ferving  for 
the  equipment  of  merchant  veftels, 
(herrings,  iron  in  bars,  fteel,  rofe 
copper,  brafs  andbrqfs  wire,  deal, 
planks  not  being  oak,  and  fpars, 
however  excepted)  and  if  the  car¬ 
goes  fo  expdrted  in  the  bottoms  of 
the  neutral  power,  are  the  produce 
of  the  territories  of  the  faid  neutral 
power,  and  going  on  account  of  the 
fubjeds  thereof,  the  belligerent 
power  fhall,  in  that  cafe,  exercife 
the  right  of  purchafing  them,  upon 
condition  of  paying  a  profit  of  ten 
per  centum  upon  a  fair  invoice 
price,  or  the  fair  market  price  in 
England  or  in  Sweden  refpedively 

at 
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at  the  option  of  the  owner,  with 
an  indemnification  for  detention 
and  neceffary  expences. 

Art,  3.  If  the  cargoes  fpecified 
in  the  preceding  article  (not  being 
enemy’s  property)  are  proceeding 
with  a  profefled  deftination  to  the 
ports  of  a  neutral  country,  and  are 
brought  in  under  fufpicion  that 
their  true  deftination  is  to  the  ports 
of  the  enemy,  and  it  {hall  turn  out 
upon  due  inquiry  they  were  really 
bound  to  neutral  ports,  they  {ball 
be  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  voy¬ 
ages,  after  being  indemnified  for 
their  detention  and  neceffary  ex¬ 
pences  ;  unlefs  the  government  of 
the  belligerent  country,  from  a 
reafonable  apprehenfion  of  their 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
fhould  defire  to  purehafe  them,  in 
which  cafe  the  full  price  {hall  be 
paid,  which  they  would  have  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  ports  of  the  neutral 
country  to  which  they  were  going, 
with  an  indemnification  for  deten¬ 
tion  and  neceflary  expences. 

Art.  4.  Herrings,  iron  in  bars, 
ft  eel,  rofe  copper,  brafs  and  brafs 
wire,  deal,  planks  not  being  of 
oak,  and  fpars  {hall  not  he  liable 
to  confifcation  or  pre-emption  on 
the  part  of  the  belligerent  power, 
but  (hall  be  permitted  to  pafs  free 
in  the  (hips  of  the  neutral  country, 
provided  they  are  not  an  enemy’s 
property. 

Art.  5.  The  prefent  convention 
fhall  be  ratified  by  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  and  by  his  Swedilh  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  ratifications  exchan¬ 
ged  at  London  in  the  fpace  of  two 
months,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be 
done. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  un- 
derfigned  Plenipotentiaries  of  his 
Britannic  JVlajefty,  and  of  hisSwe- 
difh  Majefty,  have  ftgned  the  pre¬ 


fent  convention,  and  have  caufed 
the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

Done  at  London,  the  25th  day 
of  July  1803. 

(L.  S.)  Hawkesburt, 

(L.  S. 

JoRDEKT  UlDRIC  SlLVERHjELM. 


* Official  Declaration  of  Neutrality  of 
the  Court  of  Portugal ,  made  by  the 
Court  of  Lijbon ,  on  the  of 

June^  I  So 3,  fgned  by  the  Prince 
Regent. 

It  having  been  the  conftant  ob- 
jedd  of  my  paternal  wifhes  and 
royal  difpofitions  to  invariably 
maintain  the  pacific  relation,  fub- 
lifting  between  me  and  thofe  pow¬ 
ers  to  which  I  am  allied  and  in  ami¬ 
ty  ;  and  refolving  in  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  Europe  to  eftabiifh 
thofe  principles  which  ought  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  inviolable  fyftem  of  neu¬ 
trality  which  I  propofe  to  obferve, 
in  cafe  (which  God  avert}  a  war 
fhould  be  commenced  between  pow¬ 
ers  who  are  my  friends  and  allies, 
and  having  in  view  how  much  it 
is  for  the  benefit  of  humanity  and 
tranquillity  of  my  dominions  and 
fubjedls,  to  remove  all  and  every 
difpute  which  might  refult  from  a 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  tending  to  obtain  the  ends 
which  I  propofe.  I  am  pleafed  to 
declare  that  the  cruizers  of  the 
Belligerent  powers  fhall  not  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  ports  of  my  eftates  and 
dominions,  nor  the  prizes  made  by 
them  or  by  men  of  war,  frigates, 
or  any  other  fhips  of  war,  whatfo- 
ever,  without  any  other  exception 
but  that  by  which  the  laws  of  na¬ 
tions  rendered  hofpitality  indifperu 
ftble  :  with  this  condition,  notwith- 

ftanding 
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(landing,  that  In  the  fame  ports  the 
fale  or  unloading  of  the  fa  id  prizes 
will  not  be  permitted  fhould  they 
Le  brought  in  under  the  above- 
mentioned  claufe,  nor  (hall  they  be 
permitted  to  delay  longer  than  is 
neceffary  to  avoid  the  danger  or 
to  receive  thofe  innocent  helps 
which  may  be  neceffary — thus  re- 
eftahlidiing  and  putting  in  full 
force  the  obfervance  of  the  decree 
of  the  30th  of  Aug'uft  of  1780,  by 
which  this  fubjeCt  was  determined, 
Let  the  Council  of  War  thus  un- 
derftand  and  have  it  executed,  ex¬ 
pediting  immediately  the  neceffary 
orders  to  the  governors  and  com¬ 
manders  of  provinces,  fortifications, 
and  maritime  parts,  in  conformity 
to  this  decree. ' 


Convention fgned  between  Meffrs.  the 
Civil  and  Military  Deputies  of  the 
Regency  of  Hanover  and  Lieutenant 
General  Mortier ,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  French  Army . 

Art.  1.  Hanover  fhall  be  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  French  army,  as  well 
as  the  forts  dependent  on  it. 

2.  The  Hanoverian  troops 
fhall  retire  behind  the  Elbe;  they 
fhall  engage  on  their  parole  of  hon¬ 
our  not  to  commit  any  hoftilides, 
or  to  bear  arms  againft  the  French 
army  or  its  allies,  fo  long  as  the 
war  fhall  continue  between  France 
and  England.  They  (hall  not  be 
releafed  from  this  oath  until  after 
they  have  been  exchanged  againft 
an  equal  number  of  French  generals, 
officers,  fubalterns,  foldiers,  or  Tai¬ 
lors,  who  may  happen  to  be  at  the 
difpofal  of  England. 

3.  No  individual  of  the  Hano¬ 
verian  troops  fhall  quit  the  place 
affigned  hint,  without  information 


being  given  to  the  general  comman¬ 
der  in  chief. 

4.  The  Hanoverian  army  fhall 
retire  with  the  honours  of  war ; 
the  regiments  fhall  take  with  them 
their  field  pieces. 

5.  The  artillery,  powder,  arms, 
and  ammunition  of  every  defcrip. 
tion,  fhall  be  placed  at  the  difpofal 
ol  the  French  army. 

6.  All  the  effects  whatfoever 
belonging  to  the  King  of  England 
fhall  be  placed  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
French  army. 

7.  All  public  monies  fhall  be 
fequeftrated,  bat  that  of  the  uni- 
verbify  fhall  be  appropriated  to  irs 

original  object. 

8.  Every  Englifh  foldier,  or 
agent  whatfoever,  in  the  pay  of 
England,  fhall  be  arrefted  by  order 
of  the  general  commander  in  chief, 
and  fen t  into  France. 

9.  The  general  commander  in 
chief  refer ves  to  himfeif  the  power 
of  making  in  the  government,  and 
authorities  conftituted  by  the  Elec¬ 
tor,  fuch  changes  as  he  fhall  think 
proper. 

10.  All  the  French  cavalry  fhall 
be  remounted  at  the  expence  of 
Hanover;  the  electorate  fhall  alfo 
provide  for  the  pay,  clothing,  and 
food  of  the  French  army. 

j  1 1.  A  he  worlhip  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  religions  fhall  be  maintained 
on  the  prefent  footing. 

1 2.  All  perfons,  and  all  the  pro¬ 
perty  and  families  of  Hanoverian 
officers,  fhall  be  under  the  fafeguard 
of  French  honour. 

13.  All  the  revenues  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  the  electoral 
domains,  and  the  public  contribu¬ 
tions,  fhall  be  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  French  government.  The  en¬ 
gagements  already  made  fhall  be 
refpeCted. 


14.  The 
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24.  The  prefent  government  ot 
the  electorate  fhall  abftain  from 
exercifing  any  fpecies  of  authority 
throughout  the  country  occupied 
by  the  French  troops. 

15.  The  general  commander  in 
chief  fhall  levy  on  the  electorate 
of  Hanover  fuch  contribution  as  he 
fhall  think  neceilary  for  the  wants 
of  the  army. 

16.  Every  article  on  which 
doubts  fhall  arife,  fhall  be  inter¬ 
preted  favourably  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  electorate. 

17.  The  preceding  articles  (hall 
not  prejudice  the  ^ftipulations 
which  may  be  agreed  upon  in  favour 
of  the  electorate,  between  the 
Firft  Canful  and  any  Mediating 
Power. 

Done  at  the  Head  Quarters  at 
Suhlingen,  the  3d  of  June,  1803. 
{Saving  the  approbation  t>f  the 
Firft  Conful) 

Ed.  Mortier,  Lieutenant- 
General  Commander  in  Chief. 

F.  de  Bremer,  Judge  of  the 
Electoral  Court  of  J  office  and 
Provincial  Counfellor. 

G.  De  Boch,  Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel  Commandant  of  the  Reg- 
iment  of  Electoral  Body-, 
Guards. 


Arret e  of  the  Firji  Confuf  prohibiting 
the  Importation  of  British  Mer - 
ehandtsce.  Dated  Paris ,  June  20, 
1803. 

Art.  1.  Dating  from  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  prefent  decree,  there 
fhall  not  be  received  in  the  ports 
of  the  Republic  any  colonial  pro¬ 
duce  coming  from  the  Englilh  co¬ 
lonies,  nor  any  merchandize  com¬ 
ing  direftly  or  indirectly  from 


England.  In  confequence,  all 
colonial  produce  or  merchandife 
coming  from  the  Englifh  manufac¬ 
tories  or  Englifh  colonies  fhall  be 
confifcated. 

2.  Neutral  fhips  deflined  for  the 
ports  of  the  Republic,  fhall  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  certificate  of  delivery 
from  the  Commiffary  or  Agent  of 
Commercial  Relations  of  the  Re- 
publie  at  the  port  of  embarkation, 
which  certificate  fhall  mention  the 
name  of  the  fhip  and  the  captain, 
the  nature  of  the  cargo,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  crew,  and  thedeftination 
of  the  veffel ;  in  that  declaration 
the  Commiffary  fhall  certify  that 
he  has  feen  the  loading  compleated 
under  his  infpection,  and  that  the 
merchandize  is  not  Englifh  man¬ 
ufacture,  and  does  not  come  from 
England,  nor  from  her  colonies. 
A  duplicate  of  that  declaration 
fhall  be  fent  to  the  Minifter  of  the 
interior' by  the  Commiffary  of  the 
Republic,  on  the  day  of  the  failing 
of  the  veffel. 

3.  The  captain,  who,  through 
forgetful nefs  of  the  form  or  through 
change  of  deftination,  fnall  not  be 
furniihed  with  a  fimilar  declaration, 
fhall  not  be  admitted  into  the  ports 
of  the  Republic,  but  upon  condi¬ 
tion  of  loading  in  return  French 
manufactures  equal  in  value  to  the 
amount  of  his  cargo.  The  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Cuftoms  fhall  fend  to  the 
Prefect  of  the  Department  the 
ftatement  of  his  cargo,  and  that  of 
the  merchandife  taken  in  return. 
Upon  that  ftatement,  the  Prefect 
fhall  deliver  a  permit  of  departure 
from  the  port. 

4.  The  Minifter  of  the  Interior, 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  of  Finance, 
are  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  prefent  decree. 

Bonaparts* 


b 
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Memoirs  of  Richard  Earl  Hirwe. 
Extracted  from  his  Life  by 
George  Mafon, 

THE  Honourable  Richard  Howe 
fecond  Ton  of  Emanuel 
Scrope  Vifcount  Howe  of  the  king, 
dom  of  Ireland,  was  born  in  the 
Parifh  of  St.  George  Hanover 
Square,  March  8th  1725-6.  O.  S. 
hy  the  change  of  ftyle,  March  19th 
1726,  He  was  fent  to  education 
firft  to  Weftminfter  fchool,  when 
his  father  went  to  Barbadocs  as  go¬ 
vernor  of  that  I  {land — having  been 
appointed  to  his  government  in 
May  1732.  From  this  fchool 
Richard  was  removed  to  that  of 
Eton,  not  later  than  17 35,  when 
the  vifeountefs  (his  mother)  retur¬ 
ned  a  dowager  to  England.  In 
his  fourteenth  year  he  left  Eton 
alfo,  to  enter  into  the  naval  fervice. 

Mr.  Richard  Howe  was  initia- 
ated  into  his  profeflional  line  by¬ 
failing  for  the  South  Seas,  in  the 
Severn  of  50  guns,  commanded  by 
the  Hon.  Captain  Edward  Leggc. 
This  ihip  (one  of  Commodore  An. 
Ton’s  fquadron)  was  driven  by  dif- 
trefs  into  Rio  Janeiro,  and  thence 
navigated  back  to  Europe. 

Mr.  Howe  ferved  next  aboard 
the  Burford  (Captain  Lufhington) 


in  a  fquadron  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Sir  Francis  Know¬ 
les  ;  who  was  detached  from  Sir 
Chaloner  Ogle’s  fleet  in  February 
1743,  to  make  an  attack  on  the 
town  of  La  Guitta  upon  the  coal! 
of  Curacoa.  The  attack  was 
made  ;  the  Burford  fufFered  con- 
flderably ;  and  the  Captain  was 
killed  in  the  aTion.  This  attempt 
having  failed,  a  court  martial  was 
held,  relative  to  thecohduT  of  the 
Burford.  Young  Howe  was  par¬ 
ticularly  called  upon  for  his  evi¬ 
dence.  He  gave  it  in  a  clear  and 
collected  manner,  till  he  came  to 
relate  the  death  of  his  captain  ;  he 
could  then  proceed  no  further,  but 
burft  into  tears,  and  retired. 

Mr.  Flowe  was  foon  afterwards 
appointed  afting  lieutenant  by 
Commodore  Knowles,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  came  to  England  with 
his  (hip.  His  commiflion  not  being 
confirmed  by  the  admiralty,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  patron  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  where  he  was  made  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  a  floop  of  war. 

An  Englifh  merchant-man  had 
been  captured  at  the  Dutch  fettle- 
of  Euftatia  by  a  French  privateer, 
under  the  guns  and  protection  of 
the  governor.  Lieutenant  Howe, 
at  hirown  earneft  requeft,  was  fent 

with 
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with  orders  to  claim  her  for  the 
owners.  This  demand  not  being- 
complied  with,  he  defired  leave 
to  go  with  the  boats,  and  attempt 
cutting  her  out  of  the  harbour. 
The  Captain  reprefen  ted  the  dan- 
ger  of  fo  adventurous  a  ftep  ;  and 
added,  that  he  had  not  fufficient 
intereft  to  fupport  him  in  England, 
on  a  reprefentation  of  the  breach 
of  neutrality.  The  lieutenant 
then  requefted,  he  would  for  a 
fhort  time  quit  the  fhip,  and  leave 
the  command  with  him.  This 
being  done,  the  lieutenant  went 
with  the  boats,  cut  out  the  veffel, 
and  reftored  it  to  the  proprietors. 

In  the  autumn  of  1745  Lieute¬ 
nant  Howe,  having  fetved  previ- 
oufly  with  Admiral  Vernon  in  the 
Downs,  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
Commander  in  the  Baltimore  hoop 
of  war,  which  joined  the  reft  of 
the  Squadron  on  the  coaft  of  Scot¬ 
land  under  Admiral  Smith.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  cruife,  the  Baltimore 
and  another  armed  veffel,  fell  in 
with  two  French  frigates  of  30 
guns  each,  full  of  troops  and  am¬ 
munition.  Captain  Howe  imme¬ 
diately  ran  the  Baltimore  between 
them,  and  almoft  on  board  one  of 
the  fhips.  A  defperateaftion  com. 
menced;  in  which  Captain  Howe 
was  feverely  wounded  in  the  head 
by  a  mulket  ball,  and  carried  off 
the  deck,  to  all  appearance  dead , 
“But  by  medical  affiftance  he  foon 
difcovered  figns  of  life,  and  after 
the  drefting  of  his  wound  flew 
again  to  his  poft.  The  aftion 
sontinued,  till  the  French  fhips 
fheered  off,  leaving  the  Baltimore 
|n  too  fhattered  a  condition  to 
purfue  them.  For  his  behaviour 
in  this  a&ion,  properly  reprefented 
by  the  worthy  Admiral  Smith, 
«ur  young  hero  was  advanced  to 


the  rank  of  poft  Captain,  and  on 
April  10th,  1746,  appointed  to 
the  Triton  frigate.  With  the 
Triton  he  was  ordered  to  Lifbon, 
there  found  the  Rippon  of  60 
guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Hoi- 
bourne,  with  whom  he  changed 

t  O 

fhips,  and  viflted  the  coaft  of  Gui¬ 
nea.  He  afterwards  went  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Knowles  at  Jamaica,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  his  firft  Captain  on  board 
the  Cornwall  of  80  guns,  in  which 
fhip  he  returned  to  England  at  the 
peace  in  1748. 

In  march  17  31  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  command  his  Majefty’s  fhips 
on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  in  La 
Gioire  of  44  guns.  He  had  alrea¬ 
dy  gained  fuch  a  commendable  re¬ 
putation  among  the  feamen  in  ge¬ 
neral,  that  his  fhip  was  immediate¬ 
ly  manned  with  volunteers.  On 
his  arrival  at  Cape  Coaft,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council  reprefented  to 
him  the  feries  of  ill  treatment, 
they  had  received  from  the  Dutch 
Governor-general  at  Elmina  caftle; 
who  had-  interrupted  their  inland 
trade,  imprifoned  their  free  negroes, 
and  had  brought  the  credit  of  the 
African  company  to  be  held  in  con¬ 
tempt  by  the  natives.  Fired  with 
indignation  at  thefe  recitals,  the 
commander  of  the  fquadron  imme¬ 
diately  prepared  his  own  fhip  and 
the  Swan  floop  for  adtion,  and 
proceeded  to  Elmina,  anchoring 
as  near  the  Dutch  caftle  as  the 
depth  of  water  would  permit* 
He  then  fent  captain  Digges*  on 
Ihore  with  a  letter  to  the  Governor- 

O 

general,  demanding  juftice  for  the 
Englifh  merchants  without  delay, 
and  an  immediate  releafe  for  all 
the  free  nesroes.  To  the  firft  de- 
mand  the  Dutchman  fent  an  evafive 
anfwer,  to  the  laft  an  abfolute  re- 
fufal*  Upon  this  a  blockade  for  a 
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day  or  two  brought  the  Governor- 
general  to  reafon.  All  the  free 
negroes  being  firft  fent  off  as  a 
peace-offering,  the  other  demands 
were  promifed  to  be  complied  with, 
and  the  bufmefs  foon  adj lifted,  and 
ratified. 

La  Gloire  went  the  ufual  tour 
down  the  coaft  ;  thence  proceeded 
to  Barbadoes ;  the  chief  merchants 
of  which  place  difplayed  their  feel¬ 
ings  at  feeing  a  fon  of  their  old 
governor ;  the  (hip  was  quite 
crowded  with  refrefhments  from  the 
fhore.  La  Gloire  proceeded  next 
to  Jamaica,  thence  according  to 
the  ufual  courfe,  with  the  mer¬ 
chants’  remittances  to  England. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  fame  year 
{175  1 }  Captain  Howe  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  Mary  Yatch.  This 
was  not  the  kind  of  command 
that  accorded  with  his  active  fpi- 
rit :  he  was  glad  to  quit  it  in  June 
1752,  on  being  commiffioned  to  the 
Dolphin  frigate.  The  Dolphin 
was  one  of  the  fquadron,  that  failed 
to  the  Mediterranian  under  Com¬ 
modore  Edgecumbe  ;  who,  during 
his  ftation  there,  difpatched  Captain 
Howe  to  the  coaft  of  Barbary  on 
a  very  critical  fervice.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Sallee  were  fitting  out 
a  cruifer  of  about  20  guns,  avow¬ 
edly  to  plunder  veffels  of  all  the 
chriftian  nations,  and  particularly 
of  the  Englifh.  On  arriving  in 
their  road,  the  captain  fent  a  le'tter 
on  fhore  to  the  Bafhaw  and  Al¬ 
caide  ;  acquainting  them  with  the 
nature  of  the  fervice  to  which  he 
was  appointed,  and  requeuing  an 
explanation  of  their  intentions. 
The  Moors  invited  the  Captain  on 
fhore,  to  treat  with  them.  He 
was  ftrongly  advifed  not  to  put 
himfelf  in  the  power  of  fuch  a  faith - 
iefs  people  ;  but,  conftdering  it  as 


# 

a  duty  belonging  to  his  employ¬ 
ment,  he  went  on  fhore  the  next 
morning,  accompanied  by  two  or 
three  friends  only  ;  leaving  his 
fhip  to  the  care  of  the  lieutenant, 
with  orders  how  to  proceed  in  cafe 
of  any  accident.  On  his  approach 
near  the  beach,  he  perceived  a 
concourfe  of  people  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  him,  and,  upon  landing,  was 
immediately  conducted  to  the  Ba¬ 
fhaw  and  Alcaide ;  who  had  pre¬ 
pared  a  repaft  for  his  entertainment 
(a  fheep  roafted  whole,  &c.)  and 
behaved  with  the  greateft  civility, 
and  even  politenefs.  They  then 
proceeded  to  the  bufmefs  of  the  in¬ 
tended  cruizer  ;  and  by  their  difi. 
courfe  appeared  not  quite  free  from 
hoftile  defigns.  When  they  were 
reminded  of  fubfifting  treaties,  they 
replied,  that  the  Emperor  of  Mo¬ 
rocco’s  engagements  werenot  bind* 
ing  to  them.  They  however, 
after  much  argument,  confented  to 
abandon  their  intentions  of  cruifmg 
againft  the  Ennlifh,  if  the  Captain 
would  fupply  them  with  a  few  ma¬ 
terials  for  their  fin  ip.  This  he 

judicioufly  contrived  to  evade,  by 
oblerving,  that  the  ftores  on  board 
the  Dolphin  were  the  property  of 
the  king  his  mafter,  and  not  his  to 
give  away,  but  if  the  Balhaw  arid 
Alcaide  would  honour  him  with  a 
vifit,  they  Ihould  be  welcome  to 
any  thing  on  board  that  was  at  his 
own  difpofal.  This  invitation 
was  accepted,  and  they  went  on 
board  next  day  with  near  200  of 
their  followers  ;  fo  that  it  was 
thought  necefiary  to  arm  a  jn  umber 
offeamen,  as  centinels  in  the  gang¬ 
ways,  and  other  parts  of  the  fhip. 
The  principal  Moors  were  at  firft 
a  little  alarmed,  and  indeed  affront¬ 
ed  at  this  ciFcumftance ;  but  on 
the  Captain’s  informing  them, 
9  that 


4 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


that  It  was  only  a  proper  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  dignity  of  his  guefts, 
they  were  perfectly  fatisfied,  and 
cheerfully  partook  of  the  repaft, 
not  objecting  to  rum  punch,  under 
the  title  of  fherbet.  They  accept¬ 
ed  of  a  pair  of  handfome  piStols, 
and  fome  other  things;  and  by  a 
promife  to  return  with  a  more  con¬ 
siderable  prcfent  for,  the  Emperor 
(which  he  afterwards  faithfully 
performed)  the  captain  put  them 
off  with  the  gift  of  a  hand  pump. 
On  the  Dolphin’s  departure,  they 
fent  a  letter  to  the  commodore, 
thanking  him  for  appointing  fuch 
an  officer  to  negotiate  with  them, 
amd  defiring  that  the  fame  perfon 
might  return  with  the  promifed 
prefents  for  the  Emperor. 

In  1754  Captain  Howe  came 
back  to  England  ;  and  in  March 
1 7 £ 5  obtained  the  command  of  the 
Dunkirk,  carrying  60  guns.  In 
this  fhip  he  failed  with  Admiral 
Holbourne’s  fquadron  to  reinforce 
Admiral  Bofcawen  off  Newfound¬ 
land.  Here,  while  the  Britifh  Slag 
lay  off  Cape  Race,  there  appeared 
(June  8th,  1755)  the  French  fhip 
Alcide  of  64  guns,  and  the  Lys 
mounting  only  22,  having  eight 
companies  of  land  forces  on  board. 
An  asffion  fpeedily  commenced. 
In  about  half  an  hour  the  Alcide 
Struck  to  the  Dunkirk,  her  inferior, 
in  rate,  guns  and  men. 

In  1756  (probably  late  in  Au¬ 
tumn)  the  honourable  Captain 
Richard  Howe  in  the  Dunkirk, 
with  a  twenty  gun  fhip,  and  two 
{loops  of  war,  was  fent  todeftroy 
the  fortifications,  which  the  French 
had  erected  on  the  bland  of  Chau- 
cey  near  St.  Maloes.  The  for¬ 
tifications  were  demolished,  and 
Captain  Hpwe  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land, 


In  the  beginning  of  the  yea ? 
1757  Captain  Howe  cruized  in  the 
Channel,  and  on  the  lrifh  coaft  ;  in 
which  cruize  he  took  one  privateer' 
of  36  guns,  another  ..of  18,  and  a 
third  o!  16,  During  fuch  his  em¬ 
ployment  at  fea,  he  was  elefled 
reprefen  tat  ive  in  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Dartmouth  about  the 
middle  of  May,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Walter  Cary  deceafed,  and 
continued  to  reprefent  it  for  nearly 
25  years,  till  he  was  advanced  to  a 
Britifh  peerage. 

On  his  return  from  cruizing_, 
about  the  middle  of  fummer  1757, 
he  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Magnanime  of  74  guns,  and 
fent  out  with  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
The  Magnanime  was  one  of  the 
(hips  detached  by  Sir  Edward  under 
Sir  Francis  Knowles,  and  ordered 
by  Sir  Francis  to  attack  the  only 
fort  on  the  island  of  Aix.  This 
exploit  Captain  Howe  accomplished 
by  getting  within  40  yards  of  the 
fort  before  he  fired  :  he  then  opened' 
fo  furious  and  well  dire&ed  a  fire, 
that  the  enemy  were  foon  driven 
from  their  guns,  and  Surrendered. 

February  16th,  1758,  he  married 
Mary  ,  one  of  the  two  daughters  and 
co-heireifes  to  Chiverton  Hartop, 
Efq.  of  Welby  in  the  county  of 
Leicefter  :  by  her  he  had  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  Sophia  Charlotte,  born  Fe¬ 
bruary  19th,  1762.  Mary  Juliana, 
April  17  th,  1765,  and  Louifa  Ca¬ 
therine,  December  9th,  1767. 

Being  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the 
Skill  and  activity  of  Captain  Howe, 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  contrived  to 
have  an  interview  with  him,  for 
the  purpofe  of  discoursing  about 
other  attacks  on  the  French  coaft. 
At  the  clofe  of  the  converfation, 
Capt.  Howe  expreffed  his  defire 
to  be  one  of  the  officers  employed 
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on  fuch  fervice.  The  Minifter  re- 
plied,  i(  he  could  not  interfere  in 
recommending  captains  to  the 'com¬ 
mander  in  chief.”  Thus  the  mat- 
tar  feemingly  ended  :  but  Mr.  Pitt 
had  in  reality  determined,  that  the 
fupreme  naval  command  Ihould  be 
entrufted  to  Captain  Howe  him- 
felf. 

In  confeouence  of  this  determi- 
nation,  at  the  beginning  of  June 
1758,  Commodore  Howe fet  fail  in 
the  Effex  with  his  fquadron  of  ihips 
of  war,  and  above  onehundred  tranf- 
ports,  having  on  board  fome  thou- 
fand  land  forces  and  a  large  train  of 
artillery  through  the  race  of  Alder¬ 
ney,  being  the  firft  Englishman, 
who  was  bold  enough  to  fail  with 
a  fleet  of  Pnips  through  this  dan¬ 
gerous  pal’s.  The  commodore  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  bay  of  Concalle. 
Here  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
landed  with  the  troops,  and  having 
deftroyed  near  St.  Maloes  an  hun¬ 
dred  fail  of  (hipping,  and  many  ma¬ 
gazines,  re-embarked  on  June  1  ith. 
The  commodore  after  having  made 
various  movements  with  his  fleet 
to  the  terror  of  the  French  coaft,  on 
July  1  ft,  returned  to  St.  Helen’s. 

A  fecond  expedition  in  the  fame 
year  (1758)  being  concerted  under 
the  fame  naval  commander  ;  Prince 
Edward  (afterwards  Duke  of  Y ork ) 
went  on  board  the  Eflex  on  July 
-24th.  Auguft  ill,  Commodore 
Howe,  with  the  troops  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Bligh,  failed  from 
St.  Helen’s.  On  6th  he  came  to 
anchor  in  Cherbourg  road.  The 
town  of  Cherbourg  was  taken,  the 
bafon  totally  deftroyed,  together 
with  all  the  forts  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  This  fervice  performed, 
the  fleet  anchored  Auguft  19th 
tinder  the  Highland  of  Portland. 

On  Auguft  31ft,  the  Commodore 


failed  again  to  wards  St. Maloes,  ftill 
attended  by  Prince  Edward.  Fie 
oame  to  anchor  September  3d,  in 
the  bay  of  St..  Lunaire,  and  landed 
the  troops  without  oppofitiem. 
The  Commodore  found  it  ad v Table 
to  move  thence  into  the  bay  of  St. 
Cas.  On  the  retreat  of  the  Britifk. 
forces  from  St.  Cas,  September  7th, 
the  commodore  ordered  his.  barge 
to  be  rowed  through  the  thick  eft 
of  the  enemy’s  Are;  thus  animating 
the  Tailors,  who  had  (hewn  feme 
backwardnefs  at  the  tremendous 
afpeft  of  the  peril,  to  be  firm  in 
their  duty.  As  many  of  the  flying 
foldiers,  as  his  own  boat  could 
poflibly  contain,  were  repeatedly 
taken  in;  and,  the  reft  of  the  boats 
following  fo  noble  an  example, 
above  700  of  the  army  were  faved, 
who  would  otberwife  have  peri-died* 

In  a  few  days  after  thofe  gallant 
exertions  of  humanity,  which  he 
had  (hewn  in  the  bay  of  St.  Cas, 
on  September  7th,  Richard  Vif- 
count  Howe  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  came  home  with  his  fleet. 
He  had  fucceeded  to  this  title  by 
the  death  of  his  elder  brother 
George  Auguft  us,  killed  July  5  tli> 
at  the  fiege  of  Ticonderoga. 

In  November  1759,  the  Magna- 
nime,  commanded  by  Lord  Howe, 
made  one  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke’s 
fleet  at  his  memorable  victory  over 

J 

Marquis  do  Con  flans.  The  Mag¬ 
na  mine  attacked  the  Formidable  of 
84  guns,  which  was  thereby  com¬ 
pletely  difabled,  and  afterwards 
taken.  But  the  Magnanime,  having 
loft  her  fore-yard,  was  driven 
through  the  enemy’s  fleet  to  lee¬ 
ward,  where  Lord  Howe  bore  down 
and  attacked  the  Hero  fo  furioufly, 
that  he  foon  compelled  her  to  ftrike. 
For  his  behaviour  in  this  action, 
when  Lord  Howe  was  prefented  at 

court 
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court  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  he 
was  honoured  with  the  particular 
thanks  of  George  II,  for  fo  many 
repetitions  of  Jignal  fey-vice  to  his  conn- 
t ry.  Nor  did  his  royal  maker  com¬ 
pliment  him  by  words  alone,  but 
appointed  him  to  a  lucrative  pok 
(colonel  of  the  Chatham  marines,) 
created  on  purpofe,  March  22d, 
1760. 

On  September  4th  of  the  fame 
year  (1760)  Lord  Howe  in  the 
Magnanime,  with  alfo  the  Bedford 
and  Prince  Frederick,  was  dif- 
patched  by  Sir  Edward  Hawjce  to 
difpoffefs  the  French  of  the  iBank 
of  Durmet.  In  the  fuccefsful  ex¬ 
ecution  of  thefe  orders,  the  king’s 
(hips  had  not  a  lingle  man  killed  or 
wounded. 

Towards  the  end  of  1 761  he  was 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Blips  in  the  road  of  Bafque  :  but 
while  he  was  bulled  there  in  making- 
regulations  for  the  conduct  of  his 
fquadron,  he  was  fummoned  away, 
to  aft  as  captain  to  rear  admiral 
his  royal  highnefs  the  Duke  oi 
York,  on  bbard  thePrincefs  Amelia 
of  So  guns  at  Spithead;  in  which 
fituatian  he  continued  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war  ;  the  Duke  of 
-York  being  always  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand  to  a  fenior  admiral. 

Peace  being  now  made,  and 
Lord  Howe’s  perfonal  affiftance  to 
his  country  no  longer  re^uifite  on 
thy  Teas,  he  was  appointed,  April 
r  8 th,  1763,  a  Commiffioner  of  the 
Admiralty.  This  place  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  upwards  of  two  years, 
and  was  much  confulted  by  his  fir k 
Lord,  the  Earl  of  Egmont :  he  ex¬ 
changed  his  poll  however  July  30th, 
1765,  for  that  of  Treafurer  of  the 
Navy.  At  the  beginning  of 
11770,  on  the  Duke  of  Grafton’s 
retiring  from  the  tireafury,  he 


thought  himfelf  bound  in  honour 
to  refign  his  own  navy-treafurer- 
fhip,  together  with  his  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Colonel  of  the  Chatham 
Marines.  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
however,  got  him  promoted  to  be 
rear  admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  he 
was  foon  afterward  appointed  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  on  the  probability  of  a  rup¬ 
ture  with  Spain. 

March  31ft,  1777,  Lord  Howe 
was  made  rear  admiral  of  the 
White,  and  February  5th,  177 6, 
vice  admiral  of  the  Blue.  This 
latter  promotion  was  preparatory 
to  his  taking  command  of  our  fleet 
in  America.  By  a  commiffion 
(dated  May  6th)  he  was  empowered 
to  treat  with  the  Americans.  His 
brother  Sir  W7illiam  Howe,  then 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Britifh 
Land  forces  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  was  the  other  commiffioner. 
Lord  Llowe  failed  for  America  in 
the  Eagle  of  64  guns,  and  arrived 
off  Halifax,  July  ift.  He  inffantly 
proceeded  to  New  York  where  he 
joined  Lord  Shuldham’s  fleet  on 
the  14th. 

On  January  29th,  1778,  Lord 
Howe  was  made  Vice  Admiral  of 
the  White,  and  March  19th  of  that 
year  obtained  the  fame  rank  in  the 
Red. 

Nothing  effeftual  having  been 
done  toward  reducing  or  pacifying 
the  Americans,  a  new  Commiffion 
was  iffued,  dated  April  19th,  1778, 
confining  of  five  perfons,  to  facili¬ 
tate  a  treaty  with  the  revolted 
Americans  ;  and  in  which  the 
earl  of  Carlille’s  name  was  put  be¬ 
fore  thofe  of  the  two  former  com- 
miffioners.  This  arrangement  Lord 
Howe  conkantly  reprobated  as  con¬ 
trary  to  all  eftablifhed  precedent. 
France  foon  afterwards  joined  in 
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the  war,  and  fuddenly  on  July  12th 
the  French  Admiral  Comte  d’Ef- 
taing  anchored  with  a  large  force  of 
line  of  battle  fnips  in  complete  con¬ 
dition,  about  four  miles  from  Sandy 
Hook,  where  Lord  Howe  had 
moored  his  fmall  fquadron  in  the 
beft  poffible  order  for  defence.  The 
noble  Admiral,  by  a  feries  of  maf- 
terly  manoeuvres,  the  admiration  of 
the  Navy  to  this  prefent  hour,  not 
only  refcued  his  own  far  in¬ 
ferior  force  from  deftruiftion,  but 
even  prevented  the  French  from  af¬ 
fording  that  affiftance  to  their  new 
allies,  which  the  ftrength  of  their 
fleet  had  taught  thefe  Americans 
with  confidence  to  look  for.  After 
blocking  up  Lord  Howe  for  ten 
days  at  Sandy  Hook,  d’Eftaing 
flood  to  fea.  A  few  days  pofterior 
to  this  movement  of  the  French, 
Lord  Howe  was  a  little  reinforced, 
(till  much  inferior  to  the  enemy. 
Auguft  9th,  he  made  his  appearance 
ofFRhode  Ifland  ;  the  day  following 
d’Eftaing  put  to  fea,  and  bore  down 
on  the  Britifh  fleet.  Lord  Howe 
edged  away,  to  draw  the  French  off 
the  land,  and  by  judicious  move¬ 
ments,  faved  Rhode  Ifland;  the 
fiege  of  which  the  American 
general  (Lincoln)  raifed,  and  loudly 
complained  of  d’Eftaing’s  having 
deferred  him. 

On  September  2d,  1778*  Lord 
Howe  refigned  the  command  of  the 
North  American  fleet ;  and,  having 
declined  adding  under  the  new  com- 
miffion,  failed  for  England  in  the 
Eagle,  arrived  at  St.  Helen’s,  Oc¬ 
tober  25th,  and  immediately  flruck 
his  flag. 

The  fpace  of  more  than  three 
years,  from  the  autumn  of  1778, 
was  to  Lord  Howe  a  feafon  of 
recefs  from  his  profeffional  employ¬ 
ments,  This  interval  he  pafleddn^ 


domeftic  fociety,  in  eafe,  and  in 
affluence.  About  the  middle  of 
this  period  of  retirement,  Catherine 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia  made  him  the 
moll  liberal  offers  of  wealth  and 
aggrandizement,  if  he  would  fuper- 
intend  her  navy;  but  the  offer  was 
declined. 

A  new  turn  of  minifterial  ar- 
rangments  in  1782,  brought  Lord 
Howe  again  into  notice.  April 
8th,  he  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  on  the 
20th  of  the  fame  month  created  a 
Vifcount  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  Howe  of  Langar  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham.  May  9th, 
he  failed  with  twelve  line  of  battle 
fhips,  in  quell  of  the  Dutch  fleet 
that  had  put  to  fea  from  the  Texel 
but  the  Dutch  admiral,  hearing  of 
this,  retired  into  the  Texel  again. 
The  Britifh  fleet  cruized  on  the 
coafl  of  Holland  for  about  a  month, 
and  then  returned  to  Spithead.  In 
July  he  failed  from  Spithead  on  a 
cruize  to  the  weft  ward  with  22 
fail  of  the  line;  Auguft  14th  he 
returned  to  Spithead  without  having 
feen  the  enemy.  Fie  failed  again 
from  Spithead,  September  1  ith,with 
34  fail  of  the  line  for  the  relief  of 
Gibraltar.  This  he  effected  Oc¬ 
tober  1 1  th,  in  fpite  of  the  combined 
fleet  of  France  and  Spain  (46  fail 
of  the  line),  and  in  that  mafterly 
manner  which  characterises  all  his 
naval  exploits.  Having  according 
to  liis  inftruCtions  difpatched  part 
of  his  fleet  on  another  fervice,  he 
returned  home,  and  anchored  at 
Spithead,  November  1 5' th.  For 
his  fkill  and  courage  in  the  fore¬ 
going  tranfaAions  he  received  the 
thanks  of  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

After  an  experience  of  naval  fer- 
vice  during  43  years,  and  a  ftudy 
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of  maritime  affairs  in  general  for 
the  whole  continuance  of  that  pe¬ 
riod,  he  was  appointed  28th  January 
1783,  to  prdide  at  the  board  of 
Admiralty,  and  immediately  began 
thofe  reforms,  which  his  long  Ser¬ 
vice  had  convinced  him  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  made  in  every  de¬ 
partment  of  the  navy,  civil  as  well 
as  military.  However  through  a 
contention-1  of  parties  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  quit  his,  poi  in  April  fol¬ 
lowing;  but  in  little  more  than 
eight  months  (on  December  50th,} 
was  reinfiated  in  it.  The  buff  nefis  of 
this  high  office  he  tranfacled  with  the 
general  approbation  of  the  kingdom 
for  about  four  years.  Lord  Howe 
was  promoted  to  be  Admiral  of  the 
White, September  14th,  1787.  At 
the  lffime  time  many  captains  were 
made  admirals,  and  an  umufuai 
number  put  upon  the  fuperannuated 
lift.  This  laft  meafure  occaffoned 
much'  ferment  in  the  fpring  of 
1788,'  and  brought  on  fame  mo¬ 
tions,  hoftile  to  the  Board  of  Ad¬ 
miralty*  in  both  houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.-  One  of  the  queftions,  agi¬ 
tated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
upon  the  fubjedt,  was  carried  for 
the  Admiralty  by  a  Very  final! 
majority  ;  and  July  1 6th,  1798, 
Lord  Howe  resigned  his  poft. 

About  a  month  after  his  resigna¬ 
tion,  his  Majefty  advanced  him  to 
the  dignity  of  Earl  Howe and 
granted  him  a  barony  (Howe  of 
Hangar),  to  defeend  to  h.w  eldeft 
daughter,  and  her  heirs  male  ;  in 
default  of  fuch  heirs  to  his  fecond 
daughter  in  the  fame  way  ;  in  de¬ 
fault  there  too,  to  his  youngelt  as 
to  the  others.  Early  in  the  fpring 
of  1790,  from  an  aggreffion  on 
the  part  of  Spain  in  Nootka  Sound, 
a  rupture  with  that  crown  teemed 
imminent.  On  this  occafion  his 


Majefty  once  more  turned  .  hL 
eyes  upon  Earl  Howe,  as  the  fit- 
teft  naval  officer  to  command  the 
fleet.  After  having  been  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty  himfelf,  he 
regarded  it  in  the  light  of  an 
official  degradation,  to  aCl  under 
the  orders  of  a  fucceffor ;  but  the 
king’s  will  in  the  matter,  being 
clearly  notified,  extinguished  all 
fcruples  of  his  own.  He  accepted 
the  appointment  as  a  mark  of  royal 
favour,  hoifted  his  Sag  on  board 
the  Viffory,  and  afterwards  on 
board  the  Queen  Charlotte,  when 
launched  at  Chatham,  April  15th, 
Auguft  10th,  he  failed  with  his 
fleet ;  bat,  the  demand  on  the 
court  of  Spain  being  complied  with, 
was  recalled  to  Spithead  in  Septem¬ 
ber. 

Upon  the  death  of  Lord  Rodney 
in  1792,  Earl  Howe  was  appointed 
to  fucceed  him,  as  vice  admiral  of 
England.  In  1793  he  was  called 
out  again  to  aidual  fervice,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  command  the  Wefteni 
fquadron  with  ample  powers.  He 
always  declared  himfelf  averfe  to 
the  fyftem  of  blocking  up  ports  t 
he  fa  id,  it  was  frequently  ruinous 
to  the  (hipping,  and  that  from  the 
uncertainty  of  winds,  the  poffibility 
of  adhering  to  fuch  a  plan  was  by 
no  means  to  be  relied  on.  He 
thought  it  was  much  better  to  let 
the  fleet  Me  ready  in  florae  Sheltered 
fituation,  whence  it  might  proceed 
to  fea  with  aim  oft  any  wind  what- 
(never  :  and  he  afferted,  that  the 
place  he  had  defended  Was  Tor- 
bay. 

Holding  the  Union  flag  at  the 
main,  he  began  his  cruife  off  Breft, 
and  in  the  Bay,  July  14th,  but  did 
nothing  effectual  that  year. 

May  zd,  T794,  the  fleet  under 
his  command  failed  from  St,  Helen’s, 

May 
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May  2 1  ft  news  was  heard  of  the 
French  being  otFUlhant.  May  2 '8th 
Captain  Parker  of  the  Audacious 
(one  of  Lord  Howe’s  fleet)  enga¬ 
ged  Le  Revolutionaire,  and  made 
her  Alike  ;  but  (he  was  refcued  by 
five  other  French  (hips  coming  up, 
one  of  which  (l’Audacieux)  tow¬ 
ed  her  into  port  May  29th  a  bat¬ 
tle  began  ;  in  which  (had  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  who  was  afterwards  by  a 
trial  found  guilty  of  breach  of  or¬ 
ders,  done  his  duty)  Lord  Howe 
bad  got  the  French  into  fuch  a  si¬ 
tuation,  that  he  doubted  not  of 
being  able  to  give  a  good  account 
of  the  whole  of  them.  The  battle 
■of  that  day  (being  thus  impeded) 
was, before  night,  totally  intercept¬ 
ed  by  a  fog.  'Phis  fog  was  not 
diflipated  till  June  lit ;  and  it  is 
remarkable,  that  during  its  con¬ 
tinuance,  Earl  Howe’s  youngeft 
daughter  (then  Count efs  of  Alta- 
mont)  coming  with  the  earl  her 
hufband  from  Lifbon  to  Ireland, 
failed  through  the  midft  of  the 

O 

French  fleet,  happily  without  fee¬ 
ing,  or  being  feen  by  any  of  them. 
During  the  fog,  the  four  other 
French  {hips  that  had  accompanied 
L’Audacieux  from  Breft  had  join¬ 
ed  their  fleet,  though  Lord  Howe 
knew  nothing  of  this  reinforcement 
of  the  enemy,  till  after  he  had 
written  his  letter  of  June  id  to  t’he 
Admiralty.  On  June  ift  (the 
French  having  now  29  fail  of  the 
line  to  25)  the  adlion  recommenced 
in  which  fix  French  {hips  were 
taken,  a  feventh  fent  to  the  bottom, 
and  the  reft  put  to  flight ;  mod  of 
them  in  a  fhattered  condition. 

By  June  13th  the  fleet  returned 
to  Portfmouth.  The  croud  of 
fpedators  to  fee  it  arrive  was  im~ 
menfc ;  the  illuminations  in  the 
capital  lafted  for  three  nights  to¬ 


gether;  and  general  was  the  exul 
tation  through  the  kingdom.  June 
26th  their  Majefties  and  the  prin- 
cefies  went  to  Portfmouth,  and 
dined  with  Earl  Howe  aboard  the 
Queen  Charlotte.  It  was  now 
that  the  king  prefen  ted  the  earl 
with  a  fword  of  extraordinary 
value,  and  a  golden  chain,  to  which 
a  medal  ((truck  on  the  occafton) 
was  to  be  appendant. 

From  September  3d,  1794,  Ear! 
Howe  made  fhort  cruifes  for  the 
remainder  of  the  winter.  Febru¬ 
ary,  1 795,  he  efcorted  the  Eafl:  and 
Weft  India  convoy,  to  clear  the 
channel ;  and  then  cruized  off  Breft, 
and  in  the  Bay.  But  finding  his 
health  decreafe,  and  having  been 
in  various  active  employments  for 
the  courfe  of  more  than  54  years, 
and  having  reached  the  70th  year 
of  his  age.  May  22,  1794,  he  re- 
figned  his  command  in  the  chan¬ 
nel. 

In  the  beginning  of  1796,  by 
the  death  of  Admiral  Forbes,  he 
became  Admiral  of  the  Fleet ;  and 
on  March  i  Sih  was  appointed  to 
his  predeceflbr’s  poft  of  General  of 
the  Marines. 

He  finally  refgned  the  command 
•of  the  weftern  fnuadron  in  April 

J797. 

Though  Earl  Flowe  had  thus 
relinquifhed  for  ever  all  official 
commands,  ftill  of  one  command 
he  was  unable  to  diveft  himfelf, 
while  living — I  mean,  over  the 
tempers  of  the  failors.  A  proof 
of  this  aftertion  occurred  very 
fiiortly.  About  the  end  of  this 
April  (1797)  there  broke  out  a 
tremendous  mutiny  on  board  the 
fleet  at  Spithead.  Even  the  con¬ 
ciliatory  and  engaging  deportment 
of  Earl  Spencer  had  Failed  of  its 
wonted  e ifoft  :  for  he  was  not  a 

B  ?  feamttn. 


I 


10  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


Teaman.  No  opportunities  had 
offered  themfelves  in  his  line  ol 
life,  for  exercifmg  a  moil  benevo¬ 
lent  difpofition,  congenial  to  his 
parentage,  towards  his  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple  i  “  to  go  below  after  an  action, 
and  talk  to  every  wounded  man, 
fitting  by  the  fides  of  their  cradles, 
and  conilantly  ordering  his  live 
itock  and  wines  to  he  applied  to 
their  ufe  at  the  difcretioh  of  the 
furgeon,  and  at  all  times  for  the 
fick  on  board.”  Such  ads  qf 
beneficence  had  long  endeared 
Lord  Howe  to  thofe  that  had  fail¬ 
ed  with  him,  were  echoed  through 
the  Britifh  fleets,  and  lived  frefli 
in  the  remembrance  of  all  who 
knew  of  them.  Him  thefe  braveft 
of  men  had  been  accuflomed  to 
look  up  to,  as  their  principal 
friend  and  protedor.  Nor  did  he 
fail  them  now.  Hq  palliated  their 
offences  in  his  fpeeehes  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  where  he  met 
with  the  greatefl  deference,  paid 
by  all  parties  to  his  fuperior  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  fubjed.  May  gth 
the  Bill,  which  complied  with  the 
whites  of  the  fearnen,  was  palled. 
Lord  Howe,  in  his  72c!  year,  hard¬ 
ly  able  to  fet  foot  to  the  ground 
from  the  remains  of  afevere  attack 
of  gout,  but  accompanied  by  his 
regardful  confort,  arrived  at  Portf- 
mourh  on  the  14th.  He  brought 
the  ad  of  Parliament,  and  came 
with  plenary  powers  to  fettle  the 
matters  in  difpute.  To  this  hour 
the  mutineers  had  remained  inflexi¬ 
ble  ;  but  next  morning  the  Dele¬ 
gates  landed,  and  proceeded  to  the 
governor’s  houfe  at  Portfmoutb, 
and  after  having  partaken  of  fome 
fefrefhments,  marched  in  procefllon 
to  the  Tally  port,  where  they  em¬ 
barked  on  board  the  men  of  war’s 
barge;,  accompanied  with  Lord 


and  Lady  Howe,  fome  officers,  and 
perfons  of  diftindion,  and  vifited 
the  fhips  at  Sf„  Helen’s  and  Spit- 
head  :  [  Lord  Howe  being  obliged 
to  be  borne  by  men  into  every 
fhip.]  At  feven  in  the  evening 
Lord  Howe  landed,  and  the  Dele¬ 
gates  carried  him  on  their  fhoul- 
ders  to  the  governor’s  houfe. 
Adairs  being  thus  adjufced  to  the 
fatisfad'ion  of  the  failors,  the  flag 
of  difaifedion  was  ftruck,  and  the 
fleet  put  to  fea  the  next  day  to  en¬ 
counter  the  enemy.  Within  fix 
weeks  after  this  re-inftatemqnt  of 
due  naval  obedience,  Earl  Howe 
was  invefted  with  the  order  of  the 
Garter. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1798  palled  an  ad,  empowering 
the  Bank  to  receive  voluntary  con¬ 
tributions  fordefraying  theexpences 
of  the  war.  At  this  time  Karl 
Howe’s  only  pecuniary  emolument, 
for  all  his  pall  fervices,  was  the 
ftipend  arifmg  from  his  poll  of 
General  of  the  Marines.  Being 
himfelf  confined  to  his  bed,  he  com- 
mifiioned  the  countefs  to  receive 
his  annual  falary  at  the  Marine 
pay-office,  with  inftrudions  to 
carry  the  whole  of  it  (upwards  of 
1S00I.)  immediately  to  the  Bank, 
as  his  contribution.  This  was 
executed  accordingly. 

In  the  fummer  of  1797,  having 
been  deprived  of  Dr.  Warren’s 
medical  affillance  by  that  eminent 
phylician’s  deceafe.  Lord  Howe 
applied  for  advice  to  the  prefent 
Dr.  Pitcairn.  Bathing  in  warm 
fea  water  was  the  dodor’s  pre- 
fcription  for  the  Earl’s  rheumatic 
weaknefs ;  who  in  compliance  with 
this  opinion  went  firfl  to  Bognor 
rocks,  and  afterwards  to  Worthing, 
tVhile  refident  at  the  latter  place 
finding  his  flrength  exceedingly. 
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reftored,  he  ufed  riding  exercife  fo 
a  much  greater  degree,  than  his 
age  or  conftitution  would  allow. 
The  fatigue  of  one  of  his  excurfions 
on  horfeback  produced  fo  much 
gout,  that  it  fent  him  to  London. 
There  by  the  diligent  and  un¬ 
wearied  attention  of  his  phyfician 
for  many  months,  he  recovered 
from  the  violent  diforder :  he  might 
perhaps  Hill  have  been  living,  but 
unfortunately,  Dr.  Pitcairn,  from 
an  internal  hurt  by  a  fall,  was 
obliged  to  repair  to  Lifbon  in  the 
Autumn  of  1798,  and  did  not  re¬ 
turn  before  the  Spring  of  1800. 
Lord  Howe,  after  his  recovery 
from  this  long  confinement  to  his 
bed  room,  was  obliged  to  ufe 
crutches..  Such  a  perpetual  me¬ 
mento  of  his  infirmity  fuited  not 
his  genius.  In  the  beginning  of 
1799  he  grew  fo  impatient  of  the 
weaknefs  and  pains  in  his  knees, 
that  he  could  not  forbear  trying 
ele&ricity.  The  experiment  had 
given  him  fuch  confiderable  relief, 
that  he  was  able  to  move  about 
upon  a  horfe ;  nor  did  he  in  the 
Xeall  apprehend  that  this  quick  re- 
ftoration  of  his  ftrength  would  be 
attended  with  any  fatal  confe- 
quence;  but  foon  afterward  the 
gout  feized  upon  his  head ;  and  by 
Auguft  the  5th  he  was  no  more. 
He  had  lived  5  months  and  1 7  days 
Qfhis*74-th  year,  and  was  buried 
in  the  family  vault  at  Langar  in 
the  county  of  Nottingham. 


Account  of  ike  Ifland  of  Staff  a. 

From  Stoddard s  Remarks  on  Scenery 
and  Manners  in  Scotland. 

THE  next  morning,  we  made 
<?ur  firft  attempt  to  reach  StafFa, 


having  firft  given  in  our  names  to 
the  landlord,  to  be  tranfmifted  to 

- Mac  Donald,  Efq.  proprietor 

of  that  ifland.  It  is  not  unufual 
for  ftrangers  to  wait  in  vain,  above 
a  fortnight,  for  fair  weather  ;  and 
fhould  they  land  at  an  unfavourable 
time,  the  riling  tempefts  might 
detain  them,  on  the  folitary  fpot, 
without  hopes  of  affiftance.  Our 
excurfion  afforded  us  a  proof  of  that 
refpeftful  deference,  with  which 
the  people  here,  probably  from  in- 
terefted  motives,  confult  the  incli¬ 
nations  of  their  wealthy  viiitors„ 
In  the  narrow  Sound  of  Ulva,  the 
fea  was  heaved  into  huge,  white, 
breaking  furges,  by  a  moft  violent 
gale,  and  we  were  driven  along  fo 
rapidly,  that  had  we  ft  ruck  on  any 
of  the  bold  pointed  rocks,  by  which 
we  were  furrounded,  we  muft  have 
been  inftantly  dafhed  to .  pieces. 
After  a  little  experience  of  this 
dangerous  navigation,  finding  that 
the  more  we  advanced  into  the  open 
fea,  the  more  tremendous  it  ap¬ 
peared,  I  allied  the  only  one  of  our 
boatmen,  who  underftood  Englilh, 
whether  we  could  poffibly  get  to 
Staffa.  He  anfwered,  ((  afluredly 
not: ’’and  when  prefled.  toknow,  why 
they  had  taken  jus  out,  on  fo  fruit- 
lefs  an  errand,  he  replied,  that  it 
was  merely  in  compliance  with  our 
wifii  to  fet  fail. 

As  we  rowed  along  the  fouthern 
Chore  of  Ulva,  our  attention  was 
ftrongly  arrefted  by  the  lingular 
rocks  which  form  its  natural  ram¬ 
part.  They  are  black,  rugged,  and 
horrific;  fomeiimes  wildly  irregu¬ 
lar,  broken  into  caverns,  and 
chafims ;  fometimes  piled  into  huge 
maifes,  like  the  narrow  lanes  of  a 
crowded  city  ;  and  fometimes 
moulded  into  long  lines  of  em¬ 
battled  columns,  exhibiting  a  gra- 
B4  dual 
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dual  approach  to  the  regularity  of 
Stafta.  Landing  near  thefe  tre¬ 
mendous  cliffs,  v/e  explored  their 
gloomy  recefles ;  which  prefented 
fcenery  fo  magnificently  lavage, 
that  we  did  not  regret  the  delay, 
which  occafioned  our  examination 
of  them.  The  reft  of  the  idand 
was  alfo  interefting.  The  fouthern 
and  weftern  fides  confift  of  fmall 
hills,  whofe  fummits,  for  the  mod 
part,  form  regular  range  s  of  bafal- 
tic  columns.  The  little  vales, 
between  thefe,  are  cultivated  in 
(canty  patches?  and  have  fcarcely 
any  wood  ;  but  finding  a  fh el tered  . 
fpot  fur  rounded  with  a  few  trees, 
near  the  farm  ol  Orfmag,  we  took 
our  dinner  there,  in  the  open  air. 
Leaving  our  boat  fafe  moored,  on 
the  farther  fide  of  the  if] and,  we 
returned  acrofs  the  mountain,  from 
the  top  of  which  we  were  firft  gra¬ 
tified  with  a  view  of  Stafta,  and 
Jhad  a  noble  profpect  all  round. 
On  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  ifland, 

its  proprietor,  -  Macdonald, 

Efq.  of  Boyfciale,  has  built  a  houfe, 
which,  from  the  barrenefs  of  every 
thing  about  it,  has  a  moil  dreary 
look.  Tire  view  this  way,  how¬ 
ever,  is  very  fine,  comprehending 
the  opening  of  Loch  na  Gall,  with 
the  bold  fhores,  and  lofty  moun¬ 
tains  of  Mull.  More  to  the  fouth 
appear  feveral  fmall  illands,  many 
of  them  fcarcely  illands,  rocky 
points  :  amongft  them  is  Inch  Ken¬ 
neth,  celebrated' by  a  week’s  refu 
dence  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  the  firnple 
hut  of  Sir  Allan  Maclean.  In  the 
open  fea,  are  fcattered  a  vaft  num¬ 
ber  of  illands,  from  Icolmkill,  on 
the  fouth  well,  to  Stafta,  on  the 
weft,  and  Coll  and  Tirpe,  on  the 
north- weft.  Among  the  phenome¬ 
na,.  which  we  obferved  in  this 
profpect,  none  was  more  novel  and 


furpriling  to  us,  than  the  torrents, 
which  v/e  faw,  at  feven  or  eight 
miles  diftance,  on  the  fides  of  the 
mountains  in  Mull,  blown  upward 
in  fpray,  by  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  and  appearing  like  a  thick 
fmoke. 

In  the  evening,  we  crofted  the 
narrow  ferry,  to  Laggan  Ulva  ; 
and  the  next  morning,  rec roiling  it, 
returned  to  our  boat.  The  weather 
was  fomewhat  more  favourable,  and 
we  being  no  lefs  anxious  to  profe- 
cute  our  voyage,  again  let  fail. 
Our  courfe  was  expeditious,  and 
though  the  day  was  tolerably  calm, 
the  waves  of  the  Atlantic  ran  very 
high,  affording  a  grand  and  ma- 
jeftic  fpeclacle,  Ulva,  which  we 
had  juft  quitted,  is  nearly  three 
miles  in  length,  and  is  divided  by  a 
very  narrow  found  from  Gometra, 
another  confiderable  ifland  :  about 
two  miles  to  the  weft  is  Colonfa ; 
and  eight  miles  beyond  this  is 
Stafta. 

The  mo  ft  commodious  time,  for 
viftting  the  ifland,  is  a  little  before 
low  water ;  as  it  is  impoftible  to. 
land  at  high  water,  if  the  fea  be  at  all 
rough.  We  reached  it  at  this  pre- 
cife  period,  and  in  the  loweft  tide 
of  the  whole  year.  On  our  ap¬ 
proach,  it  prefented  a  mafs  of  rock 
about  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  of 
no  very  remarkable  appearance,  un¬ 
til  we  were  near  enough  to  difeern 
the  columns,  caverns,  &c.  in  its 
bare  fides,  and  the  fcanty  verdure 
fprinkled  on  the  top.  Toward  the 
north,  the  rock  feems  more  rude 
and  unformed  ;  but  the  fouthern  ex¬ 
tremity  is  enriched  with  all  the 
diverllties  of  a  ftrange,  and  furpri- 
fmg,  natural  architecture.  On  a 
very  calm  day,  with  the  wind  to. 
the  eaftward,  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  row  round  the  ifland,  and  enter 
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the  caves,  in  a  boat ;  but  if  the  wind 
is  in  the  leaft  degree  wefterly,  a 
boat  would  be  dallied  to  pieces,  in 
making  fuch  an  experiment. 

Landing,  therefore,  on  the  eaft, 
we  directed  our  Heps  towards  the 
fouthern  fide  :  but  firft  climbed  a 
fmali  eminence,  on  which  is  built 
the  herdfman’s  hut.  In  this  foli- 
tary  abode,  remains  the  herdfman, 
with  his  wife  and  family,  during 
half  the  year,  to  attend  ’twenty 
fmali  cattle,  whofe  pafture  is  all 
that  the  ifland  produces  :  and  in 
this  hut,  uninhabited  during  the 
other  half  year,  mud;  the  unlortu- 
nate  ftorm-ftaid  traveller  take  re. 
luge,  without  hope  of  any  provifron 
but  what  he  brings  with  him. 
This  danger  is  not  imaginary  ;  for 
I  ha«e  known  perfons,  who  have 
been  kept  fo  long  in  this  terrible 
fituation,  as  to  be  apprehensive  of 
famine  ;  exiting  all  the  while  in  a 
flielter,  fcarcely  better  than  that  of 
the  dill  raffed  Lear. 

The  foil,  which  in  all  parts  of 
the  illand  is  very  thin,  is  worn  off 
in  feveral  places,  and  fhows  the 
general  tendency  of  the  rock  to 
affame  a  columnar  form,  difpofed 
in  different  diredions,  perpendi¬ 
cular,  oblique,  or  horizontal,  as 
well  curved,  as  ftraight.  To 
deferibe  all  the  whimfical  appear¬ 
ances,  which  it  affumes,  is  -impof- 
fible  :  feme  of  them  feem  to  be 
Gothic  arches  and  doors,  others 
vaulted  roofs,  others  colonnades, 
piufeways,  & c.  The  moll  remark¬ 
able  are  the  caves :  all  of  them  open 
to  the  fea,  which  at  the  lowed:  ebb 
wadies  their  bafe,  and  at  high  water 
aimed  fills  their  interior.  The 
firft  is  the  Ciamfhell  Cave,  fo 
called  from  the  rcfemblance  of  its 
upper  part  to  that  fhell,  on  a  large 
fcale  ;  the  top  is  open  at  the  en¬ 


trance,-  and,  confining  of  columns 
bent  like  reverfed  parts  of  an  arch, 
has  imprelffd  the  country  people 
with  the  notion  of  that  fimilitude, 
from  which  its  name  is  taken. 

Immediately  beyond  this,  is  a 
remarkable  pyramidal  aggregation 
of  pillars,  all  of  them  truncated, 
fhort,  and  pointing  in  different  di¬ 
redions  to  the  top.  This  heap  be¬ 
ing  divided  by  a  narrow  channel  * 
from  the  main  ifland,  has  been 
called  Buachaille ,  the  herdfman,  a 
name  very  frequently  given  in  the 
Highlands  to  detached  rocks,  or 
mountains,  {landing  before  others, 
like  a  herdfman  before  his  herd. 

I  nis  is  corruptly  called  by  many 
writers  Boo-fha-la.  As  every 
ftrange  phenomenon,  in  thefe  re¬ 
gions,  is  conneded  traditionally 
with  the  Fions ;  the  Buachaille  is 
faid  to  confift  of  8000  diftind 
ftones,  on  each  of  which  flood  one 
of  thofe  warriors ;  how  they  found 
a  firm  footing,  or  fufficient  room,  it 
is  not  eafy  to  difeover. 

Turning  toward  the  fouth-weft, 
is  a  caufeway  of  regular  truncated 
columns,  bordered  by  a  wall  of 
pillars,  which  inflead  of  cornice, 
architrave,  <Src.  have  a  ftratum  of 
irregular,  and,  as  it  were,  half- 
formed  bafalt.  The  general  colour 
of  the  rock  is  a  deep,  purplifh  black, 
except  where  it  is  tinged  by  lichens, 
fea  weed,  &c.  The  texture  of  the 
pillars  is  fine,  but  their  furface  ra-' 
ther  rough,  refembling  dried  mor¬ 
tar;  and  they  are  moftly  cracked 
in  a  diredion  at  right  angles  to 
their  elevation.  They  are  of  dif¬ 
ferent  forms,  all  regular  polygons, 
moftly  pentagonal,  or  hexagonal, 
but  fome  quadrilateral,  or  even 
trilateral.  They  have  at  times 
fallen  down,  and  perhaps  the  whole 
caufeway  has  been  thus  formed ; 

but 
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but  few  of  the  entire  columns  are 
known  to  have  fallen  within  living 
memory.  In  the  fi  flu  res  of  the 
bafalt  are  final  1  veins  of  a  whitifh 
Tpar,  but  not  abundant.  Every 
itep  we  take  here  excites  new  ad* 
miration,  and  a  soft  Angular  fen- 
fation  is  produced,  by  the  evident 
eonfufion  of  natural  operations,  and 
the  no  1-efs  evident  refemblance, 
which  they  bear  to  thofe  of  art. 
It  may  be  imagined,  that  the  for¬ 
mality,  which  renders  this  fcene 
unmanageable  by  the  pencil,  would 
detract  much  from  the  fublimity  of 
the  feeling  produced  ;  but  it  has, 
perhaps,  a  contrary  effed.  The 
greatnefs  of  the  fcale  forcibly  im- 
prefles  the  idea  of  greatnefs  in  the 
operating  caufe  ;  and  the  regularity 
of  difpofition,  approaching  fo  near 
to  human  intelligence,  invefts  that 
caufe  with  a  folemn,  myfterious 
character. '  Much  as  this  fpot  is 
celebrated,  I  have  never  known  a 
peribn,  whofe  expedations  were 
not  more  than  gratified  in  feeing  it. 
This  rare  excellence  is  owing  pro¬ 
bably  to  its  perfed  novelty  :  we 
have  none,  or  very  inaccurate  ftan- 
dards,  by  which  to  form  our 
previous  judgments,  and  are  agree¬ 
ably  furprifed,  to  find  them  fo  much 
furpafled  by  the  reality. 

The  mod  linking  fcene  of  the 
whole  ifland,  that  in  which  Na¬ 
ture  Teems  to  have  flriven  with, 
and  vanquished  Art,  in  her  own 
province,  is  the  great  cave  fronting 
the  fouth-weft,  called  Uaimh  71a 
jraw,  the  cave  of  Fingal.  Mr.  St. 
Fond,  by  arbitrarily  changing  the 
word  Fiw  into  Form,  a  tune,  de¬ 
duces  its  name  from  a  mufical 
found,  produced  here,  as  he  fays, 
by  the  fea.  For  niy  part,  1  heard 
nothing  more  mufical  in  the  waves, 
which,  till  the  bottom  of  this 


cavern,  than  in  thofe  which  wafli 
any  other  part  of  the  ifland :  but 
the  prediledion  of  the  Highlanders 
for  their  favourite  chief  is  not  ill 
fhown,  in  aligning  to  him  fo  mag¬ 
nificent  a  hall,  which  Teems  formed 
by  nature  for  the  affernblage  of 
great  and  venerable  charaders. 
The  entrance  is  an  irregular  arch, 
fifty-three  feet  broad,  and  117 
high  ;  the  interior  is  250  feet  in 
length,  and  appears  longer  from 
its  diminlfhing  perfpedive.  The 
Tides,  which  are  ftraight,  are  di¬ 
vided  into  pillars  ;  Tome  of  thofe  on 
the  eaft,  having  been  broken  off 
near  the  bafe,  form  a  paflage  along 
that  fide,  by  which,  with  Tome  dif¬ 
ficulty,  I  reached  the  very  far  theft 
end,  and  feated  myfelf  in  a  kind  of 
natural  throne,  formed  in  the  rock. 
It  feemed,  that  few  perfons  had 
gone  fo  far  ;  as  a  great  number  of 
names  were  inferibed  on  a  column 
not  eafy  to  pafs,  but  very  few  be¬ 
yond  it.  From  this  feat,  the  general' 
effed  of  the  cave  appears  truly  mag¬ 
nificent,  and  well  calculated  to 
form  the  eye  and  the  tafte  of  a  pic- 
turefque  archited.  The  broken, 
irregular,  bafaltic  roof,  refembled 
the  rich  ornaments  of  Tome  grand 
Gothic  buildings ;  the  truncated 
columns  on  the  Tides,  thofe  ranged 
feats,  on  which,  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed,  the  Fingalian  heroes, 

“  In  clofe  repels,  and  fee  ret  conclave,  fat, 
Frequent  and  full.” 

Being  lighted  only  from  without, 
the  gradual  deepning  of  the  gloom 
gives  folemnity  to  the  fcene ; 
and  a  beautiful  fingularity  is  added 
by  the  Tea  dafhing  below,  and  the 
ifland  of  Jcolmkiil,  with  its  ruined 
cathedral  appearing,  exadly  in 
front,  on  the  horizon, 

Th.e 


/ 
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The  knowledge  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  fpot  is  one  of  the  many  be¬ 
nefits,  which  have  been  conferred 
on  public  tafie  and  fcience,  by  the 
prefent  learned  Prefident  of  the 
Royal  Society.  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 
who  vifited  it,  in  the  year  1772, 
drew  np  the  firft  correct  and  in- 
terefting  account  of  it,  inferted  in 
Mr.  Pennant’s  Tour.  Its  parallel 
is  no  where  to  be  found,  unlefs, 
perhaps,  in  the  Giant’s  Caufeway, 
in  Ireland  ;  but  it  feems  to  be  ge¬ 
nerally  agreed  by  thofe  perfons, 
.who  have  feen  both,  that  Staffa  is 
much  the  more  magnificent. 

After  fatiating  ourfelves  with 
admiration,  we  returned  to  the 
Clamfhell  cave,  where,  in  a  fhel- 
tered  recefs,  we  fpread  our  table¬ 
cloth  on  the  rock,  and  made  a 
hearty  dinner,  on  the  remains  of  our 
fea-ftore.  We  looked,  with  an 
anxious  wifh,  toward  the  ifiand 
of  Icolmkill ;  but  it  was  the  firft 
of  September,  the  afternoon  was 
advancing,  and  another  day  of 
good  weather  might  not,  perhaps, 
occur  ;  the  feafon  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  our  tour  was  wearing  away  ; 
and  it  wras  neceffary,  that  wefhould 
return  to  the  main  land  of  Scot¬ 
land,  as  foon  as  poffible  :  we  there¬ 
fore  refolved  to  abandon  our  pro- 
pofed  vifit  to  that  ifiand  ;  and  the 
more  readily,  as  its  ruins  are  chiefly 
valuable  for  their  antiquity,  and 
poflefs  little  pi&urefque  beauty, 
either  in  themfelves,  or  in  their 
furrounding  fcenery. 

In  returning  merrily  to  Ulva, 
we  learnt  that  an  eld  Highland 
chieftain,  Mac  Quarry  cf  Mac 


Quarry*,  refidedon  the  fmall  ifiand 
of  Colonfa.  His  fortune  indeed 
was  decayed  ;  he  had  parted  with 
Ulva.  Staffa,  and  a  very  extcnfive 
property,  and  was  reduced  to  this 
little  domain  ;  but  ftili  he  retained 
the  old  Highland  fpirit  of  hofpi- 
tality,  and  would  have  been  hurt 
at  our  paffing  his  Chore  without  a 
vifit.  /The  welcome,  which  he 
gave  us  to  his  little  hut,  was  of 
the  warmeft  kind.  Whifkey,  his 
own  recipe  for  long  life,  he  recom¬ 
mended  without  limitation  to  his 
friends,  and  would  not  fuffer  us  to 
depart,  without  going  through  all 
the  ceremonies  of  the  parting  cup. 

The  regular  price  of  a  boat,  to 
Staffa  and  back,  is  fifteen  (hillings, 
and  two  bottles  of  whifkey  to  the 
men ;  in  addition  to  which,  we 
paid  five  (hillings  for  the  ineffec¬ 
tual  attempt  of  the  preceding  day, 
and  gave  the  men  two  bottles 
more.  The  remainder  of  our 
charges  at  Laggan  Ulva  were  in 
the  fame  proportion  moderate  :  and 
the  accommodations,  though  far 
from  defirable,  were  fuch  as  ought 
to  content  a  traveller  in  fo  remote 
a  part  of  the  country.  We  re¬ 
turned  to  Arofs,  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  not  a  little  delighted  with 
the  refult  of  an  expedition,  which 
we  had  fcarcely  expected  to  con¬ 
clude  fo  foon,  and  fo  fatisfafto- 
rily. 


Manners  of  the  Wejlern  IJlanders . 

(  From  the  fame,) 

THE  obfervation  of  ruftic  life 
and  manners,  in  the  weftern  ifies, 


*  This  is  the  mode  of  defignating  the  head  ot  a  clan,  anciently  thus,  Mac  Quarry 
of  that  ilk,  or  dc  eodern.  It  is  deemed  the  moft  honourable  of  all  defoliations,  and, 
like  all  other  Highland  titles,  is  uted  Amply,  in  fpeaking  to  a  peri’on:  thus  you  fay 
Mac  Quarry,  or  Ulvg,  not  Mr.  Mac  Quarry. 

may 
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may  ferve  to  eorrefl  the  extremes 
of  error  which  often  meet  in  men’s 
judgments,  on  fuch  fubjebls.  On 
the  one  hand,  contemplating  at  a 
diftanee  the  wants,  under  which 
the  inhabitants  labour,  and  compa¬ 
ring  their  fituation  with  the  wealth 

o  ,  , 

and  fplendour  of  a  luxurious  capital, 
we  are  apt  to  rank  them  as  barbari¬ 
ans,  and  to  lament  the  fuppofed 
mifery  of  their  lot.  On  the  other 
hand,  hearing  of  their  fimple  man¬ 
ners,  and  unvitiated  habits,  and 
confidering  them  as  guarded  in  their 
Ai  fortunate  i hands,”  and  fevered 
by  the  “  diifociable  obean,”  from 
the  contagion  of  polhhed  vices  ; 
we  may,  perhaps,  think,  that  they 
alone  have  fallen  upon 

- — “  thofe  happier  days, 

That  poets  celebrate;  thofe  golden  times, 
And  thofe  Arcadian  fcenes  that  Maro 

hngs, 

And  Sidney,  warbler  of  poetic  prole.” 

But  the  fa<5t  is,  that  thefe  oppofite 
notions  are  equally  erroneous. 
Man  foon  accomodates  himfelf  to 
his  fituation  ;  and  the  habits  and 
feelings  of  the  rich,  and  the  poor, 
of  the  dweller  in  the  town,  and 
in  the  country,  will  form  but  a 
very  inaccurate  ftandard  for  each 
other.  Some  common  principles 
there  are,  indeed,  in  human  nature, 
by  which  both  Tides  of  the  queftion 
may  be  tried ;  it  requires  flrong 
fenfibility  and  accurate  difcrimina- 
tion,  to  apply  this  ted;  but  when 
applied,  is  at  once  delightiul  and 
convincing.  Such  is  the  impreffion 
produced  by  Burn’s  interefhng 
poem,  the  “  Twa  Dogs,”  In  the 
choice  of  principles,  the  mod 
fyOematic  writers  are,  perhaps,  the 
inrfl  apt  to  err  ;  and  the  fa  fed 
mode  of  proceeding  is  to  confder 
a  few  fimple  fadls,  in  their  relation 


to  fimilar  fads,  drawn  from  other 
times  and  places. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Hies  differ 
but  little  from  the  Highlanders  on 
the  main  land.  They  have  the 
fame  origin,  the  fame  language,  the 
fame  cuftoms,  and  prejudices,  and 
nearly  the  fame  employments.  The 
circumftances  in  which  they  differ 
are  moftly  in  favour  of  the  High¬ 
lands.  In  both  diftridls,  perfonal 
appearance  forms  a  very  marked 
diilinclion  between  the  different 
ranks  of  fociety.  The  higher 
claffes  may  boaft  many  finking  ex¬ 
amples  of  beauty  ;  but  the  lower 
arc,  in  general,  the  very  reverfe. 
The  women  are  almoft  universally 
(host,  and  thick  Shaped :  their  long 
black  hair  hanging  over  the  free, 
their  heads  generally  uncovered, 
and  their  features  confequcntly 
drawn  into  an  habitual  frown,  give 
them  altogether  a  terrific  appear¬ 
ance.  The  men  are  fometimes 
tall  and  flout,  but  more  commonly 
fhort,  and  ill  made.  Probably 
this  is  to  be  attributed  not  merely 
to  their  food,  and  labour  ;  but  to 
the  change  of  manners  in  modern 
times.  Amid  the  tumult  of  a  wild 
and  martial  age,  the  mind  finds 
motives  to  that  animation,  which 
beams  forth  in  the  countenance,  and 
even  ferves  to 

— - — “  mould  the  form 

By  fiient  lympathy.'’ 

The  more  tranquil  occupations 
of  thefe  diflrids  in  the  prefect  day, 
afford  few  mental  ftimulants:  and 
the  phyfical  cjrcumflances  of  food 
and  lodging,  though  improved,  are 
not  fo  fuperior,  as  to  balance  this 
defend.  An  Arcadian  community, 
which  has  little  connexion  with  the 
reft  of  the  world,  may  be  fuppofed 

to 
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to  be  more  pure  and  happy,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  feclufion;  but  coun¬ 
tries  which  are  attached,  as  thefe 
ever  mu  ft  be,  to  places  of  opulence 
and  luxury,  will  he  improved  by  an 
intimacy  of  union.  I  have  before 
obferved,  that  the  Highlands  f offer 
much  by  a  want  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures  :  this  applies  much 
more  forcibly' to  the  i Hands.  The 
rich  proprietors  of  the  former  often 
viftr,  feme  times  wholly  dwell  upon 
their  eft  ares,  entering-  into  the  real 
feelings,  and  promoting  the  true 
interefts  of  their  tenantry :  the 
fituation  of  the  latter  precludes 
them,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  thefe 
advantages. 

That  indolence  which  has  been 
remarked  as  a  general  concomitant 
of  the  Highland  character,  is  pro¬ 
bably  a  remnant  of  the  old  military 
life,  which  afforded  long  intervals 
of  eafe.  That  it  does  not  proceed 
from  a  dulnefs  of  feeling  is  evident, 
from  the  impaftioned  ft  rain  of  the 
ancient  poetry,  and  mu  lie,  ft  ill 
preferred.  The  I  Handers,  as  they 
are  inferior  to  their  neighbours  in 
every  branch  of  modern  improve- 
men|,  fo  they  excel  them  in  thefe 
relics  of  former  excellence.  The 
poems  of  Gffian*  ofUllIn,  and  of 
Rvno,  are  here  more  faithfully 
retained  :  and  the  wild  warbling 
©f  the  native  Gaelic  airs  is  a  more 
general  fcother  of  care,  or  incite¬ 
ment  to  labour.  It  is  not  long 
fince  the  harp  fell  into  difufe  among 
Them.  The  following  account  of 
a  traveller  in  the  fe  venteenth 
century  proves  its  prevalence,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  poetical  talents, 
which  they  ftill  poffefs,  but  in  an 
inferior  degree.  <f  They  delight 
ranch,5*  fays  my  author  *,  i(  in 
mnficke,  but  chiefly  in  harpes  and 
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clairfchoes  of  their  owne  fafhion. 
The  ftrings  of  the  clairfchoes  are 
made  of  braffe  wyre,  and  the  ftrings 
of  the  harpes  of  finews  :  which 
ftrings  they  ft r ike,  eyther  with 
their  naylcs  growing  long,  or 
with  an  inftrurnent  appoy rtted  for 
that  ufe.  They  take  great  plea- 
fure  to  deck  their  harpes  and 
clairfchoes  with  filver  and  precious- 
Hones :•  and  poore  ones,  that  cannot 
attaine  heereunto,  decke  them 
with  chriftall.  They  ftng  verfes- 
pref-ily  compounded,  contayning- 
(ior  the  roeft  part)  prayfes  of  vali¬ 
ant  men.  There  is  not  almoft  any 
other  argument,  whereof  their 
rimes  intreat. 5> 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
in  the  neatnefs  of  their  houfes,  and 
in  the  cleanlinefs  of  their  perfons, 
they  are  conftderably  lefs  careful,, 
than  their  fouthern  neighbours* 
and  even  than  the  peafantry  of 
other  mountainous  northern  coun¬ 
tries,  fuch  as  Swifferland  or  Nor¬ 
way  ;  .Tut  this  may  alfo  be  tracecl- 
to  the  habits  of  a  rude  military 
life;  and  it  is  gradually  yielding 
to  modern  improvements.  Since 
the  ufe  of  linen  has  fucceed'ed  to 
that  of  Hannel,  the  diforder  rvhicb 
was  once  faid  to  be  common  among: 
them,  lias  aimoft  wholly  difappear- 
edy  nor  did  I  fee  any  one  inftance 
of  it  in  the  Highlands.  Still  there- 
Is  doubt  left  too  much  attachment 
to  the  awkward  and  uncleanly  ha¬ 
bits  of  a  more  barbarous  age.  I 
was  a  Hu  red-  by  a  nobleman,  that 
though  he  had  built  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  neat  cottages  for  his  tenants, 
and  ufed  every  inducement  to 
make  them  inhabit  them,  they 
frequently  preferred  living  in 
their  old,  dirty,  and  fmoky  huts. 


Changes  in  manners  muft  be  brought 
Sea  a  Brief  Defcviption,  &c.  A.  D.  1631 


about 
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about  gradually,  by  the  mild  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  benevolent  patron, 
not  by  harfli  laws,  or  ads  of  ty¬ 
ranny  :  and  it  is  even  better  to  re¬ 
tain  the  affedions  of  an  unpolifhed 
people,  than  to  alienate  their 
minds,  in  a  vain  attempt  to  improve 
their  appearance. 

We  found  to  our  coft,  on  quit¬ 
ting  Arofs,  that  the  Iflanders  have 
as  little  dexterity  at  fea,  as  on 
Ihore,  To  this,  the  variety  of  oc¬ 
cupations,  pradifed  by  the  fame 
individual,  very  much  conduces. 
On  examination,  foon  after  we  fet 
fail,  we  found,  that  out  of  our 
crew  of  four  perfons,  two  were 
weavers,  and  one  a  fhoemaker. 
In  addition  to  thefe  profeffions, 
they  were  ail  farmers,  cattle-deal¬ 
ers,  fifhers,  and  occafionally  boat¬ 
men.  When  a  company,  fuch  as 
ours,  comes  in  their  way  (which  is 
but  feldom),  they  find  it  moft  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  ad  in  the  latter  ca¬ 
pacity  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  they  can  ad  as  well  as  if  they 
were  profeffionally  failors.  Their 
boats  too.  are  ill  equipped,  and 
their  management  of  them  clumfy. 
When  we  had  occafion  to  take  to 
the  oars,  we  found  them  too  large 
to  be  ferviceable  :  there  were  no 
blocks  to  the  rigging,  and  in  hoik¬ 
ing  or  lowering  a  fail,  they  loft 
much  time  by  negleding  to  difen  - 
tangle  the  ropes,  a  circumftance 
of  great  danger  in  thefe  narrow 
feas,  on  account  of  the  fudden  drif¬ 
ting,  and  eddying  of  the  winds. 
The  want  of  adroitnefs,  joined 
with  the  confident  ralhnefs  of  thefe 
half  failors,  occaftons  innumerable 
accidents  in  their  voyages.  We 
ourfelves,  not  being  much  accufto- 
med  to  the  fea,  were  confiderably 
alarmed,  on  the  approach  of  eve¬ 
ning,  when,  after  lying  by  for 


fome  time,  we  v/ere  obliged 
make  a  tack,  with  the  wind  much 
againft  us.  The  furges  were  high, 
and  the  unfkilfuinefs  of  our  fteerf- 
man  fuch,  that  we  (hipped  a  great 
quantity  of  water,  before  we  could 
make  the  point  of  Kerrera.  It  was 
not  till  pad  ten  o’clock  at  night, 
that  we  were  with  difficulty  put 
alhore,  near  Dunolich  Caftle,  from 
whence  we  were  obliged  to  walk, 
in  a  hard  fhower  of  rain  to  Oban. 


Account  of  the  Abbe'  Sicard,  and 

the  Injiiiution  in  behalf  of  the  Deaf 

and  Dumb . 

( From  Lemaiftreys  rough  Sketch  of 
Modern  Paris J. 

I  HAD  this  morning  fo  high  a 
mental  a  treat,  that  I  cannot  help 
communicating  to  you  the  parti¬ 
culars  without  delay,  in  the  hope 
of  being  able,  while  my  mind  is 
ftrongly  impreffed  with  the  fubjedl, 
to  convey  to  you  fome  faint  idea  of 
the  pleafure  which  I  received. 

I  (hall  not  now  fpeak  to  you  of 
fplendid  buildings,  of  glorious  mo¬ 
numents  of  human  ingenuity,  of 
renowned  heroes,  or  of  brilliant 
feftivals.  What  I  faw  to  day  in¬ 
terallied  me,  and  I  am  fure  would 
have  interefted .  you,  much  more 
than  all  fuch  objects  united ;  I  mean, 
the  injiiiution  des  four d~mu els  (that 
humane  cfiablifhment  for  the  in- 
ftru&ion  of  the  deaf  and  dumb), 
fir  ft  founded  under  the  care  of  the 
abbe  1’Epee,  and  now  conduced 
by  His,  worthy  fuccefi'or,  the  abbe 
Sicard. 

Having  tickets  offered  me  for 
an  extraordinary  meeting,  which 
took  place  this  morning,  I  willing¬ 
ly  availed  myfelf  of  this  opportuni¬ 
ty,  and  it  ten  o’clock  repaired  to 


CHARACTERS.  19 


la  rue  St .  Jacques,  where,  in  a  for¬ 
mer  convent,  this  beneficent  efta- 
blifhment  is  carried  on.  Here  I 
found  a  large  affemblage  of  refpecL 
able  perfons,  who  all  liftened,  with 
pleafure  and  attention,  to  the  fun- 
pie,  plain,  and  unaffected  manner, 
in  which  the  abbe  Sicard  explained 
his  method  of  giving  to  the  deaf 
and  dumb  the  means  of  exprefling 
their  thoughts.  (e  As  foreigners” 
faid  he,  s(  unacquainted  with  the 
language  of  the  country  which  they 
.vifit,  are  fuppofed  ftupid  and  igno¬ 
rant  by  the  uninformed,  fo  the  deaf 
and  dumb  are  often  confidered  as 
idiots,  becaufe  they  are  deprived 
of  one  fenfe.  No,”  continued  he, 
((  they  are  not  idiots ;  they  have 
ideas  as  well  as  you,  and  only  want 
an  organ  to  exprefs  them.”  He 
then  went  on  to  Hate,  that  in  mod 
educations  children  are  taught  firft: 
to  fpeak,  and  then,  fometunes ,  to 
think,  whereas,  in  his  plan,  he  be¬ 
gan  firft:  by  teaching  his  pupils  to 
think,  and  then  proceeded  to  in- 
ftrudl  them  how  to  exprefs  what! 
they  had  fo  thought  *. 

To  exemplify  both  his  plan  and 
his  fuccefs,  he  examined  Maffieu, 
his  favourite  and  ableft  pupil,  a 
young  man,  about  twenty  or  twen¬ 
ty  five  years  old.  As  foon  as  the 
¥  ¥ 

abbe  expreffed  by  his  geftures,  any 
particular  paffion,  Maffieu  inftantly 
wrote  the  word  appropriate  to  the 
peculiar  feeling,  and  then  explained 
the  meaning  of  the  word  he  had 
written,  with  a  vivacity  of  aftion, 
and  a  variety  of  countenance, 


which  I  never  before  witnef- 
fed  in  any  human  being.  He 
next  wrote  on  the  wall,  with  great 
rapidity,  the  chain  of  ideas,  by 
which  the  abbe  Sicard  regularly 
advances  his  fcholars  from  the  ex- 
\preffionof  a  fimple  thought,  to  one 
of  greater  import.  Thus,  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  word  “  voir,”  to 
fee,  he  ended,  going  on  with  regu¬ 
lar  Heps,  with  the  word  ts  exami-  , 
ner,”  to  examine  ;  beginning  with 
Cf  ideer,”  (a  word  created  by 
Maffieu,  but  anfvvering  to  ((  avoir 
idee”  or  to  have  an  idea),  he  ended 
with  “  approfondir,”  to  fearch 
into  ;  and  beginning  with  i(  vou* 
loir,”  to  will,  he  ended  with 
u  bruler,”  to  bum  with  paffion. 
Maffieu  expreffed,  with  wonderful 
fire,  the  meaning  of  each  progref- 
five  paffion,  in  the  changes  of  his 
countenance,  which,  when  anima¬ 
ted,  is  uncommonly  fine. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  meeting, 
the  abbe'  Sicard  likewife  examined, 
for  the  firft  time,  a  young  woman, 
now  eighteen,  who  at  fix  years  old, 
had  become  entirely  deaf,  and  who 
could  now  only  fpeak  fuch  words 
as  ftie  had  learnt  at  that  tender  age, 
many  of  which  fhe  ft  ill  pronounced 
imperfedMy,  and  as  children  are  apt 
to  do.  Hi  began  with  ih owing  us 
a  memorandum,  or  wafhmp-  bilk  in 
which  this  girl  had  drawn  her 
gowns,  petticoats,  &c.  acording 
to  the  different  forms  of  thefe  arti¬ 
cles.  Maffieu  then,  by  direction 
of  the  abbe,  drew  on  the  wall  diffe¬ 
rent  things  of  common  ufe ;  to  feme 


*  Hie  abbe  Sicard,  in  the  courfe  of  this  lecture,  look  occufion  to  remark,  that  of  all 
languages,  the  Euglilh  was  the  molt  fimple,  the  molt  rtafouable,  and  the  moll  natural , 
in  its  conltrufclion.  As  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  affiption,  he  in  forced  ly*  that,  his 
pupils,  as  they  began  to  learn' the  means  of  conveying  their  thoughts  by  writing,  wore 
conltantly  guilty  of  anglicifms.  He  added,  that  it  was  difficult  to  make  them  lay  slide 
idioms  purely  EngUlhr»ud  ltill  uwrs  fo,  to  teach  them  thofc  which  are -peculiar  to  the 
French  language. 
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of  thefe  fhe  applied  their  proper 
names,  feme  fhe  did  not  know,  and 
others  (lie  mifpronounced.  The 
latter  defed  M.  Sicard  immediate¬ 
ly  removed,  by  pronouncing  the 
word  himfelf,  teaching  her  by  figns 
to  move  her  lips,  as  he  did,  by 
blowing  on  the  hand,  and  by  touch¬ 
ing  fome  particular  fibres  of  the 
arm.  I  cannot  fatisfactorily  ex¬ 
plain  this  operation;  but  it  will, 
perhaps,  be  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  the  ahbe ,  more  than  once,  faid, 
u  by  fuch  and  fuch  motions,  I 
will  produce  fuch  and  fuch  founds /’ 
and  that,  as  foon  as  the  girl  had 
imitated  the  motions  he  made,  file 
articulated  the  words,  as  he  had 
previoufiy  promifed. 

The  more  I  faw  of  this  inftitu- 
tion,  the  more  was  I  delighted, 
.There  were  forty  or  fifty  children 
prefent,  who,  born  deaf  and  dumb, 
were,  by  the  wonderful  fkill  and 
and  unceafing  care  of  the  refpedt- 
able  abbe'}  reffored  to  fociety,  to 
happinefs,  and  themfelves.  They 
were  feated  in  different  parts  of  the 
room,  and  converfed  with  each 
other,  though  at  the  greateft  dift- 
ance,  by  the  means  of  their  fingers, 
which  were  in  conftant  motion. 
They  had  every  appearance  of  en¬ 
joying  good  health,  fpirits,  and 
vivacity. 

There  are  all  kinds  of  work- 
•  fhops,  manufactures,  and  fchools, 
in  the  houie  of  the  fourd.muets,  and 
the  eftablifhment  is  entirely  main¬ 
tained  at  the  expence  of  the  go¬ 
vernment.  Maflieu,  I  hear,  has 
difplayed  firong  fymptoms  of  geni¬ 
us,  and  has  even  written  fome  very 
beautiful  verfes. 

How  admirable  is  this  inflitu ti_ 
on  !  How  honourable  to  the  inge¬ 
nuity  and  the  heart  of  man  !  to 
reftore  to  all  the  enjoyments  of  life, 
a«d  to  the  dignity  of  rational 


beings,  haplefs  creatures,  doomed 
by  the  caprice  of  Nature  to  inex. 
preflible  feeling  and  irremediable 
ignorance,  is  perhaps  the  higheft 
and  proudeft  effort  of  human  con- 
tri  vance. 

Of  all  which  I  have  yet  beheld 
at  Paris,  this  is  to  me  the  moft  in- 
terefiing  fight.  Other  objeCts 
firike  the  imagination ,  but  this 
moves  the  heart.  Farewell,  my 
dear  fir,  the  night  is  far  advanced  ; 
but  I  could  not  place  my  head  on, 
the  pillow,  till  I  had  attempted  to* 
communicate  to  you,  how  much  I 
had  been  pleafed  with  this  admi¬ 
rable  and  philanthropic  inftitutioh. 


Account  of  the  Eflablifhment  for  the 
fup port  and  Employment  of  the 

Blind. 

(  From  the  fame  J. 

I  WENT  to  day  to  fee  the 

* 

eftablifhment  formed  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  and  inft  ruCtion  of  the  blind* 
It  is  called  tf  P  inflitu  non  des  tra- 
vaux  des  aveugles,”  and  is  fitu- 
atein  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine, 
not  far  from  the  ci-devant  Bajlille . 
It  is  here,  where  perfons  afflidled. 
with  that  greateft  of  all  human  ca¬ 
lamities,  the  lofs  of  fight,  are 
taught  the  means  of  gaining  a  com¬ 
fortable  exiftence,  of  occupying 
hours  which  would  otherwife  be 
painfully  tirefome,  and  of  render¬ 
ing  themfelves  ufeful  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

At  the  (e  Fiance/’  or  public 
meeting  which  I  attended  this  mor¬ 
ning,  I  faw  feveral  perfons,  men, 
women,  and  children,  either  bom 
blind,  or  rendered  fo  by  illnefs, 
now  able  to  read,  to  read,  to  write, 
to  count,  to  print,  and  to  perform 
on  different  pieces  of  in  ft  ru  mental 
raufic.  The  mode  by  which  they 
i  read 
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read  isby  feeling  the  letters,  which 
are  purpofely  raifed  on  Cards  and 
they  did  fo  with  fiich  rapidity,  that 
it  was  difficult  in  hearing  them  to 
difcover  their  misfortune.  What 
particularly  druck  me,  was  the  in¬ 
genuity  of  a  blind  woman,  who 
had  taught  her  child  to  read,  an  in¬ 
fant  about  five  years  old,  not 
airlifted  with  this  calamity. 

There  is  a  manufaftory  of  fteel 
.  carried  on  in  the  building,  in  which 
the  blind  turn  the  wheel ;  and  they 
alfo  make  whips,  writing  cafes, 
purfes  and  paper  toys  of  all  forts, 
which  are  fold  for  their  private 
emolument.  There  is  likewife  a 
prefs,  or  printing  machine,  in  which 
the  whole  procefs  is  performed  by 
the  blind  ;  and  I  am  told,  books 
published  by  them  are  more  than 
commonly  correct.  The  wTomen 
knit,  few,  and  perform  other  kinds 
of  needlework  ;  and  all  of  them 
either  fing,  or  perform  on  fome  in- 
jftrumenf.  They  gave  us  a  kind  of 
concert,  which,  if  not  very  good, 
proved  at  lead  that  they  underftood 
the  principles  of  mulic.  I  am  almofl 
afhamed  to  mention,  that  my  plea- 
fure  in  witneffing  this  truly  phi¬ 
lanthropic  eftablilhment,  was  not 
a  little  diminifhed  by  the  dreadful 
countenances  of  the  blind,  as  the 
eyes  of  many,  not  being  clofed, 
exhibited  a  very  difguding  ap¬ 
pearance.  I  knew,  indeed,  that 
they  were  not  fenfible  of  this  defeft, 
and  that  I  oueht  to  be  fatisfied 
with  an  inftitution,  which,  in  ren¬ 
dering  them  both  happy  and  ufe- 
ful,  had  fully  difcharged  its  objeft. 
To  the  truth  of  this  refleftion  my 
reafon  fully  afiented  ;  yet,  malgre 
moiy  my  fenfes  revolted  at  the  fight 
of  human  beings,  left  fo  imperfeft 
by  the  hand  of  Nature,  or  fo  de¬ 
formed  by  illnefs. 

Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol.  Ill,  New 


Account  of  the  young  Savage  of 
Avey  ron. 

( F  rom  the  fatne  J. 

THE  child,  fo  well  known  in 
Europe  by  the  name  of  “  le  jeune 
fauvage  d’Aveyron,”  or  u  the 
young  favage  of  Aveyron,”  was 
found  in  the  wood  of  that  name,  at 
the  age  of  eleven  or  twelve  years, 
by  three  huntfmen,  who  fome  time 
before  had  feen  the  fame  boy  at  a 
didance.  He  was  looking  for 
acorns  and  roots,  which  condituted 
his  principal  food,  when  they  per¬ 
ceived  him ;  and,  at  the  moment 
of  being  feized,  he  attempted  to 
get  away,  by  climbing  up  an  ad¬ 
joining  tree.  He  was  taken  into 
a  cottage  ;  but,  at  the  end  of  a 
week,  he  made  his  efcape  from  the 
woman,  to  whole  care  he  was  in-, 
traded,  and  fled  to  the  mountains. 
Here  he  wandered  about  expofed  to 
the  fevered  cold  of  winter,  with 
no  covering  but  a  ragged  fhirt, 
hiding  himfelf  at  night  in  the  mod: 
folitary  places,  and  in  the  day.  ap¬ 
proaching  the  neighbouring  villa¬ 
ges.  After  leading,  for  fome  time, 
this  vagabond  life,  he  came  of  his 
own  accord,  into  an  inhabited 
houfe,  fituate  in  the  canton  of  St9 
Sernain .  Here  he  was  feized,  wat¬ 
ched  and  taken  care  of  for  three 
days,  and  was  then  removed  to  the 
hofpital  of  St.  Afriquey  and  after¬ 
wards  to  that  of  Rhodes y  where  he 
was  kept  for  feveral  months.  At 
each  of  thefe  places,  where,  of 
courfe,  he  was  the  fubjeft  of  much 
intereding  obfervation,  he  was 
found  wild'  and  impatient  of  con** 
trol.  He  was  in  condant  motion, 
and  at  every  inftant  feemed  to  feek 
an  opportunity  of  efcaping.  By 
order  of  the  minifter  of  the  interi- 
Series.  C  our. 
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our,  he  was  brought  to  Paris,  at  the 
end  of  the  8th  year  of  the  republic 
(about  two  years  ago),  under  the 
care  of  a  poor,  but  refpedlabie,  old 
man,  who  became  fo  attached  to 
him  on  the  journey,  that  he  fhed 
tears  at  parting  with  him,  and  in 
going  away  declared,  that  if  he  ever 
Ihoukl  be  deferred,  he  would  adopt 
him  as  h  io  child. 

The  phyiician  Pine1,  to  whofe 
infpe&ion  the  boy  was  full  fubmit- 
ted,  reported,  that  the  organs  of 
fenfe  in  this  unfortunate  child  were 
reduced,  from  the  want  of  ufe,  to 
fuch  a  date  of  debility,  that,  in 
this  refpebt,  he  was  infer iour  to 
feveral  domed ic  animals.  His 
eyes,  without  fixing  themfelves, 
and  without  exprellion,  wandered 
wildly  from  one  object  to  another, 
incapable  of  diftinguifhing  the 
neareft  from  the  moil  diflant  ob¬ 
jects.  His  organ  of  healing  was 
alike  infenfible  of  the  loudefl  noife, 
or  the  fofteft  harmony.  The  pow¬ 
er  of  the  voice  was  lowered  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  could  not  make 
bin  uniform  and  guttural  found. 
The  fenfe  of  (fuelling  was  fo  little 
exercifed,  that  he  received,  with 
the  fame  indifference,  the  odour  of 
the  choiceft  perfumes,  or  the  nau- 
feous  flench  of  the  filthy  couch  on 
which  he  lay.  To  conclude,  the 
fenfe  of  touching  was  confined  to 
the  mere  mechanical  functions 
of  taking  hold  of  bodies. 

In  refpeft  to  his  intelle&ual 
powers,  the  fame  phyiician  ftated 
him  to  be  incapable  of  attention 
(excepting  as  to  the  objefts  of  his 
immediate  wants),  and  c.onfequent- 
ly  incapable  alfo  of  all  thofe  ope¬ 
rations  which  are  created  by  at¬ 
tention.  Deftitute  of  memory,  of 
lodgment,  and  of  the  power  of 


imagination,  and  fo  limited,  even 
in  the  ideas  relative  to  his  wants, 
that  he  had  not  yet  learnt  to  open 
a  door,  or  to  get  upon  a  chair,  in 
order  to  reach  thofe  objects  of  food 
wdiich  were  held  above  his  grafp. 
In  fa<5t,  deftitute  of  every  means 
of  communication,  having  neither 
exprefiion  nor  intention  in  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  his  body,  palling  fuddenly, 
and  without  any  prefumable  caufe, 
from  the  gloom  of  apathy,  to  the 
moil  immoderate  fits  of  laughter. 
Infenfible  of  every  kind  of  moral 
affection,  his  difeernment  was  but 
a  calculation  of  gluttony  ;  his  plea¬ 
sure  an  agreeable  fenfation  of  the 
organs  of  tafte  ;  his  fenfe,  an  apti¬ 
tude  to  produce  feme  incoherent 
ideas  relative  to  his  wants — in  one 
word  all  his  exiftence  feemed  purely 
animal. 

M.  Pinel  afterwards  compared 
u  le  fauvage  d'Aveyron5’  with 
children  born,  or  become,  irrevo¬ 
cably  idiots;  and  he  was  inclined 
to  conclude,  that  this  unhappy 
child,  doomed  to  an  incurable  evil, 
was  not  fufeeptibie  either  of  foci- 
ality  or  inftruftion  ;  but  he  expref- 
fed  this  opinion  with  confiderable 
doubt. 

Dr.  Itard,  phyiician  to  the  in- 
ftitution  des  fourd  muets ,  from  whofe 
interefling  little  pamphlet  I  have 
taken  this  account,  though  ftruck 
with  the  fidelity  of  the  pi&ure 
drawn  by  Dr.  Pinel,  and  the  juftice 
of  his  remarks,  was  unwilling  tc 
accede  to  the  unfavourable  conclu- 
fion  with  which  he  had  clofed  his 
report.  Founding  his  hopes  firft 
on  the  doubtful  caufe  of  his  hippo' 
fed  idiotifm,  and  next  on  the  pollh 
bility  of  the  cure,  he  humanely  de. 
termined  to  make  the  education  oi 
this  deferted  child  his  particula 
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ftudy.  This  education,  or  moral 
treatment,  he  began,  on  rhe  general 
principles  laid  down  by  doctors 
Willis  and  Crichton,  and  by  pro- 
fefior  Fine!  himfelf,  though  he 
could  not  appeal  to  any  particular 
precepts,  as  no  fuck  cafe  had  been 
forefeen  in  their  works. ^  He  con. 
ceived  that  he  had  live  principal 
objects  to  effect. 

id.  To  attach  him  to  focial  life, 
in  rendering  that  life  more  agree¬ 
able  than  the  one  which  he  now- 
led,  and  particularly  by  making  it 
more  analogous  to  the  life  which 
he  had  lately  quitted. 

2oiy.  To  revive  the  fenfibility 
of  his  nerves  by  the  mod  poignant 
dimulants,  and  fometimes  by  ex¬ 
citing  the  livelier!  affe&ions  of  the 
mind. 

3dly.  To  extend  the  fphere  of 
his  ideas,  by  giving  him  new  wants, 
and  by  increafing  his  connection 
with  furrounding  obj edits. 

4thly.  To  lead  him  to  the  ufe 
of  fpeech,  by  dragging  into  ufe 
the  power  of  imitation  by  the  im¬ 
perious  law  of  necefiity, 

5 thly .  Toexercife,  during  fome 
time,  on  the  objects  of  his  phydeal 
wants,  the  molt  fimple  operations 
of  his  mind,  and  thence  to  lead  it 
to  objects  of  indrudtion. 

Dr.  Itard  then  fully  explains  the 
methods  which  he  took  towards 
thefe  important  objects,  in  which, 
by  mediant  care,  humane  treat¬ 
ment,  and  the  afiidance  of  madame 
Guerin  (the  female  to  whofe  pro¬ 
tection,  as  a  nurfe,  the  child  was  in¬ 
truded),  he  has  fo  far  fucceeded, 
that  he  no  longer  entertains  any 
doubt  of  his  ultimate  fuccefs.  Itv 
is  impofliblefor  me,  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  a  letter,  to  enter  into  the 
details  given  on  this  fubjed.  I 
Stall  therefore  content  myfelf  with 


2S 

tranfiating  the  obfervations,  with 
w  hich  Dr.  Itard  concludes  the  ac¬ 
count. 

“  It  may  be  fafely  concluded, 
fays  he,  i(  from  my  obfervations, 
that  the  child,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  favage  of  Aveyron,  is  gifted 
with  the  free  exercife  of  all  his 
fenfes  ;  that  he  gives  continual 
proofs  of  attention,  recollection, 
and  memory  •  that  he  can  compare, 
difeern,  and  judge — in  one  word, 
that  he  can  apply  all  the  faculties 
of  his  underdanding  to  objects  re  ¬ 
lative  to  his  im'tru&ion.  It  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  remark,  as  an  effential 
point,  that  thefe  happy  chan¬ 
ges  have  taken  place  in  the 
fhort  fpace  of  nipe  months,  and 
that  too  in  a  fubjeft,  who  was 
thought  incapable  of  attention. 
Hence  we  may  fairly  conclude, 
that  his  education  is  poilible,  if  it 
be  not  already  certain,  from  the 
fuccefs  already  obtained,  independ¬ 
ently  of  that  which  may  naturally 
be  expected  from  the  abidance'  of 
time,  which,  in  its  conftant1  unva¬ 
rying  courfe,  feems  to  give  to  in¬ 
fancy  all  that  drengfh  and  power 
of  unfolding  itfeif,  which  it  takes 
from  man  in  the  decline  of  life.*/ 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  mention, 
that  this  unfortunate  child,  to 
whom  the  name  of  u  Viftor”  has 
been  given,  becaufe  he  1  dened 
eafily  to  the  founds  which  formed 
that  name,  has  already  pronounced 
the  word  lait,”  milk ;  that  he 
has  learnt  to  put  the  letters  toge¬ 
ther  -  which  compofe  that  word  ; 
and  that  he  regularly  does  fo,  when 
he  wilhes  to  drink,  taking  alfo  in 
his  hand  a  little  cup  to  receive  his 
favourite  beverage.  Dr.  Itard 
adured  me  that  he  entertained  no 
doubt  of  his  ultimatly  fpeaking. 

He  is  warm,  paffionate,  grateful, 
C  2  and 
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and  he  has  already  given  ftrong 
proofs  of  his  attachment  to  his 
nurfe,  madame  Guerin.  His  per- 
fon  is  not  very  remarkable,  but 
his  countenance  is  mild.  His  face 
has  been  cut  in  feveral  places.  He 
cannot  yet  ufe  any  two  fenfes  at  the 
fame  time  ;  and,  to  enable  him  to 
hear,  it  is  neceffary  to  bind  his 
eyes.  When  he  is  angry,  he  makes 
a  noife  like  the  growling  of  a  dog. 
He  is  now  drefled  like  another  boy  ; 
but  I  am  told,  it  was  long  before 
they  could  perfuade  him  to  bear  the 
reftraint  of  clothing.  I  remarked, 
that  while  we  were  in  the  room,  he 
kept  his  eye  conftantly  on  the  door, 
and  that  the  defire  of  efcaping  has 
not  yet  abandoned  him. 

I'o  conclude,  it  feems  that  he 
has  a  mark  in  his  neck,  which 
proves,  almoft  to  a  certainty,  that 
his  life  was  attempted  in  his  in¬ 
fancy.  The  haplefs  offspring  of 
illicit  love,  he  was  probably  firft 
wounded  by  the  trembling  hand  of 
an  unnatural  mother ;  and  then,  un¬ 
der  the  fuppofition  of  being  dead, 
thrown  into  the  wood,  where  he 
fo  long  wandered,  and  was  at  laft 
difeovered. 


Account  of  the  People  called  Kookies, 

( From  Vol.  J .  of  Ajiatic  Reft  arches.) 

THE  Kookies  are  a  race  of 
people  that  live  among  the  moun¬ 
tains  to  the  north  eafl  of  the  Chit¬ 
tagong  province,  at  a  greater  dis¬ 
tance  than  the  Choomeeas  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  plains,  to  whom 
therefore  they  are  little  known, 
and  with  whom  they  very  rarely 
have  any  intercourfe,  except  when 
they  occalionally  vifit  the  hauts, 
or  markets,  -on  the  borders  of  the 


jungles  in  the  Runganeeah  and 
Aurangabad  diftrifts,  to  purchafe 
fait,  dried  fifh,  and  tobacco. 

The  following  account  of  them 
was  taken  from  a  native  of  the 
Runganeeah  diftrid,  who,  when  a 
boy,  was  carried  away,  in  one  of 
their  predatory  excurfions,  and, 
after  a  captivity  of  twenty  years, 
found  means  to  return  to  his  fa¬ 
mily. 

The  Kookies,  or  Lumflas,  (as 
they  are  alfo  called,)  are  the 
lead  civilized,  of  any  of  the  people 
we  as  yet  know,  among  thefe 
mountains :  like  all  mountaineers, 
they  are  of  an  adive,  mufcular 
make,  but  not  tall ;  they  are  ftouter, 
and  of  a  darker  complexion  than 
the  Choomeas,  and,  like  them, 
have  the  peculiar  features  of  all  the 
natives  of  the  eaftern  parts  of  Afia, 
namely  the  flat  nofe,  fmall  eye,  and 
broad  round  face. 

The  tradition  of  the  Kookies 
refpeding  their  origin  is,  that  they, 
and  the  Mugs,  are  the  offspring  of 
the  fame  progenitor,  who  had  two 
fons,  by  different  mothers.  The 
Mugs,  they  fay,  are  the  defeend- 
ants  of  the  eldeft,  and  the  Kookies 
of  the  youngeft  fon.  The  mother 
of  the  youngefl  having  died  during 
his  infancy,  he  was  neglected  by 
his  ftep- mother,  who,  while  (he 
cloathed  her  own  fon,  allowed  him 
to  go  naked  \  and  this  partial  dif- 
tinftion  being  ftill  obferved,  as  he 
grew  up,  he  went  by  the  name  of 
Lun&a,  or  the  naked.  Upon  the 
death  of  their  father,  a  qparrel 
arofe  between  the  brothers,  which 
induced  the  Lundla  to  betake  him- 
felf  to  the  hilis,  and  there  pafs  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  His  de- 
feendants  have  continued  there  ever 
fince,  and  {fill  go  by  the  name  of 

Lunftas  ; 
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Lun&as ;  though,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  the  term  is  only  applicable  to 
the  male  part  of  them,  as  the  fe¬ 
males  wear  a  (hort  apron  before, 
made  of  cloth  of  their  own  manu¬ 
facture,  and  which  falls  down  from 
the  loins  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh ; 
and  both  fexes  occafionally  throw 
a  loofe  fheet  of  cloth  over  their 
bodies,  to  defend  them  from  the 
cold. 

This  tradition  of  their  origin 
receives  much  fupport  from  the 
great  fimiliarity  of  the  Mug  and 
Kookie  languages,  many  words  of 
which  are  exactly  the  fame,  and 
their  general  refemblance  is  fuch 
that  a  Mug  and  Kookie  can  make 
fhemfelves  underflood  to  each  other. 

The  Kookies  are  all  hunters  and 
warriors,  and  are  divided  into  a 
number  of  diftincf  tribes,  totally 
independent  of  each  other,  though 
all  of  them  acknowledge,  more  or 
lefs,  the  authority  of  three  different 
Rajahs,  named  Th'andon,  Man- 
kene,  and  Halcha,  to  whom  the 
various  tribes  are  attached,  but 
whofe  power  over  them  is  very 
limited,  except  in  that  tribe  with 
which  the  Rajah  lives,  where  he  is 
abfolute.  The  rajahfhips  are  he¬ 
reditary,  and  the  Rajahs,  by  way 
of  diftin&ion,  wear  a  fmall  dip  of 
black  cloth  round  their  loins;  and, 
as  a  farther  mark  of  fuperior  rank, 
they  have  their  hair  brought 
forward,  and  tied  in  a  bunch,  fo  as 
to  overfhade  the  forehead,  while  the 
reft  of  the  Kookies  have  theirs 
hanging  loofe  over  the  fhoulders. 
The  females  alfo  of  the  Rajah's 
family  wear  an  apron  of  black  cloth, 
with  a  red  border,  which  falls  down 
to  the  knee, — a  colour  and  fafhion 
rohibited  to  the  reft  of  the  fex, 
lack  being  the  royal  colour. 

The  Rajahs  receive  a  tribute  in 


kind  from  the  tribes,  to  fupport 
their  dignity  ;  and  in  cafes  of  ge¬ 
neral  danger,  they  can  fummon  all 
the  warriors  to  arms  ;  but  each 
tribe  is  under  the  immediate  com¬ 
mand  of  its  own  particular  chief, 
whofe  word  is  a  law  in  peace  and 
war,  and  who  has  the  power  of  life 
and  death  in  his  tribe.  The  chief- 
tainfhip  is  not  hereditary  like  the  ra~ 
jahfhip,  but  elective,  though  in  ge¬ 
neral  the  neareft  relation  of  the  laft 
chief  fucceeds  him,  if  deemed  by 
the  tribe  a  proper  perfon  for  the 
truft,  and  the  Rajah  cannot  remove 
a  chief  once  elected,  ftiouid  he  dif- 
approve  of  him. 

The  Kookies  are  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows,  fpears,  clubs, 
and  daws,  an  inftrtiment  in  common 
ufe  among  the  natives  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  as  a  hand  hatchet,  and  ex¬ 
actly  refembling  the  knife  of  the 
Nyars  on  the  Malarbar  Coaft, 
which  is  a  moft  deftrutftive  weapon 
in  clofe  combat.  They  ufe  fhields, 
made  of  the  hide  of  the  Gyal,  (a 
fpecies  of  cow  peculiar  to  their 
hills;)  and  the  infide  of  their 
fhields  they  ornament  with  fmall 
pendulous  plates  of  brafs,  which 
make  a  tingling  noife,  as  the  war¬ 
riors  tofs  about  their  arms,  either 
in  the  fight  or  in  the  dance.  They 
alfo  wear  round  their  necks  large 
firings,  of  a  particular  kind  of  (hell 
found  in  their  hills ;  about  their 
loins,  and  on  their  thighs,  imme¬ 
diately  above  the  knee,  they  tie 
large  bunches  of  long  goat's  hair, 
of  a  red  colour,  and  on  their  arms 
they  have  broad  rings  of  ivory,  in 
order  to  make  them  appear  the 
more  terrific  to  their  enemies. 

The  Kookies  choofe  the  fteepeft 
and  moft  inacceflible  hills  to  build 
their  villages  upon,  which,  from 
being  thus  fituated,  are  called 
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Parahs,  or,  m  the  Kookie  language, 
Iv’hooah.  Every  Paiah  confifts  of 
a  tribe,  and  has  feidom  fewer  than 
four  or  five  hundred  inhabitants, 
and  fometimes  conta  ns  one  or  two 
thoufand.  Toward,  our  frontiers, 
however,  where  there  is  little  ap- 
preheniiop  of  danger,  a  tribe  Ire- 
quemiy  feparates  into  feverai  fmall 
parties,  which  form  fo  many  dif¬ 
ferent  Parahs  on  the  adjoining  hills, 
as  may  belt  fait  their  convenience. 
To  give  further  fecurity  to  the 
Parahs,  in  addition  to  their  na¬ 
turally  firong  Ifcuation,  the  Kookies 
furround  them  with  a  thick  bamboo 
pailifade  ;  and  the  pafTages  leading- 
in  to  them,  of  which  there  are  com¬ 
monly  four  or  five  in  different 
quarters,  they  ftjddlly  guard,  day 
and  night,  efipeeially  if  there  is  any 
fufpicion  of  danger ;  but  whether 
there  is,  or  is  not,  they  are  at  all 
times  extremely  jealous  of  admitting 
ffrargers  within  the  Parah  :  they 
build  their  houfes  as  clofe  to  each 
other  as  poffible,  and  make  them 
fpacious  enough  to  accomodate  four 
or  five  families  in  every  houfe. 
They  confiruft  them  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  the  Choomeeas  and  Mugs, 
that  is,  on  platforms  or  ftages  of 
bamboo,  railed  about  fix  feet  from 
the  ground,  and  enter  them  by  lad¬ 
ders,  or,  more  frequently,  by  a 
fifjgle  Hick,  with  notches  cut  in  it, 
to  receive  the  foot ;  underneath  the 
•ffages  they  keep  ‘  their  domeftic 
animals.  All  thefie  precautions  of 
defence  ftrongly  indicate  the  con-  ' 
ffant  Hate  of  alarm  in  which  they 
five,  not  only  from  the  quarrels  of 
the  Rajahs  with  each  other,  but 
alfo  from  the  hoftile  feuds  of  the 
different  tribes  ;  not  excepting 
thofe  who  are  attached  to  the  fame 
Rajah.  Depredations  on  each 
other's  property,  and  the  not  giving 


up  of  fuch  refugees  as  may  fly  from 
one  Parah  to  another,  are  the  mo  ft 
frequent  caufes  of  quarrel,  when 
they  carry  on  a  moft  definitive 
petty  warfare,  in  which  the  feverai 
.tribes  are  more  or  leis  involved, 
according  as  the  principals  are  more 
or  iefs  connected  among  therm 
On  thefe  occasions,  when  an  enter- 
prize  is  not  of  fufficient  importance 
to  induce  the  chief  to  head  all  the 
warriors  of  the  P^rah,  he  always 
fejedts  a  warrior  of  approved  valour 
and  add  refs  to  lead  the  party  to  be 
detached. 

They  always  endeavour  to  fur- 
prize  their  enemy,  in  preference  to 
engaging  him  in  open  combat,  how 
ever  confident  of  fuperiority  they 
may  be.  With  that  view,  when 
on  any  hoftile  excurfion,  they  never 
kindle  a  fire,  but  carry  with  them 
a  fufficiency  of  ready-dreffed  pro- 
vifi^ns,  to  ferve  during  the  pro¬ 
bable  term  of  their  abfence ;  they 
march  in  the  night,  proceeding 
with  the  greatefi  expedition,  and 
obferving  the  rnofi  profound  filence ; 
when  day  overtakes  them,  they 
halt,  and  lie  concealed  in  a  kind  of 
hammock,  which  they  fallen  among 
the  branches  of  the  loftieft  trees,  fo 
that  they  cannot  be  perceived  by 
any  perfon  palling  underneath,, 
From  this  circumfiance  of  ambuf- 
cade  the  idea  has  originated,  of 
their  living  in  trees  inftead  of 
houfes.  When  they  have,  in  this 
manner,  approached  tjieir  enemy 
unperceived,  they  generally  make 
their  attack  about  the  dawn,  and 
commence  it  with  a  great  fhout, 
and  ftriking  of  their  fpears  againft 
their  Ihields.  If  they  are  fuccefs- 
ful  in  their  onfet,  they  feidom  fpare 
either  #ge  or  fex  ;  at  times,  how¬ 
ever,  they  make  captives  of  the 
children,  and  often  adopt  them  into 
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their  families,  when  they  have  none 
of  their  own  ;  and  the  only  (laves 
among  them  are  the  captives  thus 
taken. 

The  heads  of  the  (lain  they  carry 
in  great  triumph  to  their  Parah, 
where  the  warriors  are  met,  on 
their  arrival,  by  men,  women  and 
children,  with  much  rejoicing ; 
and  they  have  the  peculiar  privilege 
of  killing  any  animal  in  the  place 
they  may  choofe,  (not  excepting 
the  chief’s,)  to  be  given  as* a  fead 
in  celebration  of  their  viftory  : 
but,  (hould  the  party  have  been  un- 
fuccefsful,  inftead  of  being  thus 
met  with  every  demondration  of 
joy,  and  led  into  the  Parah  amidft 
the  exultations  of  its  friends,  it 
enters  in  the  greated  (ilence,  and 
as  privately  as  poffible  ;  and  all  the 
warriors  compofing  it  remain  in 
difgrace,  until  fuch  time  as  they 
retrieve  their  characters,  either 
jointly  or  individually,  by  fome 
aft  of  valour. 

The  Kookies  are  often  attacked 
by  the  Banjoogees,  who,  though 
not  fo  numerous  a  race  of  people, 
yet,  from  being  all  united  under 
one  Rajah,  always  prevail,  and 
exaft  an  annual  tribute  of  fait  from 
the  two  Kookie  Rajahs,  Th'andon 
and  Mankene,  who,  from  having  a 
greater  intercourfe  with  the  Choo- 
meeas,  receive  a  larger  fupply  of 
this  article  from  the  plains  below, 
than  their  more  remote  neigh¬ 
bours,  Salt  is  in  the  highed  edi¬ 
mation  among  them  all ;  whenever 
they  fend  any  meflage  of  confe- 
qwence  to  each  other,  they  always 
put  in  the  Band  of  the  bearer  of 
it  a  fmall  quantity  of  fait,  to  be 
delivered  with  the  meflage,  as  ex- 
prefllve  of  its  importance.  Next 
to  perfonal  valour,  the  accom- 
plifhment  mod  efteemed  in  a 


warrior,  is  fuperior  addrefs  in 
dealing,  and  if  a  thief  can  convey 
undifcovered  to  his  own  houfe  his 
neighbour’s  property,  it  cannot 
afterwards  be  claimed  :  nor,  if  de- 
tefted  in  the  aft,  is  he  otherwlfe 
punifhed  than  by  expofure  to  the 
ridicule  of  the  Parah,  and  being- 
obliged  to  redore  what  he  may 
have  laid  hold  of. 

This  mud  tend  to  encourage  the 
praftice  of  thieving,  which,  no 
doubt,  is  confidered  in  fuch  high 
edimation,  becaufe  the  fame  faga- 
city  and  addrefs,  neceflfary  to  give 
fuccefs  to  the  thief,  qualifies  the 
warrior,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to 
deal  unperceived  upon  and  furprize 
his  enemy,  and  thus  enfures  him 
viftory.  So  thought  the  ancient 
warriors  of  Sparta,  who,  like  the 
Kookies  of  the  prefen t  day,  held 
in  edimation  the  man  who  could 
deal  with  fuperior  expertrtefs. 

The  Kookies,  like  all  favage 
people,  are  of  a  mod  vindiftivc 
difpodtion  ;  blood  mud  always  be 
(hed  for  blood ;  it  a  tiger  even 
kills  any  of  them,  near  a  Parah, 
the  whole  tribe  is  up  in  arms,  and 
goes  in  purfuit  of  the  animal;  when, 
if  he  is  killed,  -the  family  of  thd 
tleceafed  gives  a  fead  of  his  fifth, 
in  revenge  of  his  having  killed 
their  relation.  And  (hould  the 
tribe  fail  to  dedroy  the  tiger,  in 
this  fird  general  purfuit  of  him, 
the  family  of  the  deceafed  mud 
dill  continue  the  chace  ;  for  until 
they  have  killed  either  this,  or 
fome  other  tiger,  and  have  given  a 
fead  of  his  de(h,  they  are  in  dif- 
grace  in  the  Parah,  and  not  aflfoci- 
ated  with  by  the  red  of  the  in¬ 
habitants.  In  like  manner,  if  a 
tiger  deftroys  one  of  a  hunting 
party,  or  of  a  party  of  warriors  on 
an  hodile  excurfion,  neither  the  one 
C  4  nor 
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nor  the  other  (whatever  their  fuc- 
cefs  may  have  been)  can  return  -o 
the  Parah,  without  being  dJg  raced 
unlefs  they  kill  the  tiger.  A  more 
ftriking  inftance  ftill  of  this  re¬ 
vengeful  fpirit  of  retaliation  is,  that 
if  a  man  ihould  happen  to  be  killed 
by  an  accidental  fall  from  a  tree, 
all  his  relations  affemble,  and  cut  it 
down;  and  however  large  it  may  be, 
they  reduce  it  to  chips,  which  they 
feat  ter  in  the  winds,  for  having,  as 
they  fay,  been  the  caufe  of  the 
death  of  their  brother.  They  em¬ 
ploy  much  of  their  time  in  the 
diace,  and  having  no  prejudice  of 
caft  (or  fed)  to  retrain  them  in 
the  choice  of  their  game,  no  ani¬ 
mal  comes  a  mi  is  to  them.  An 
elephant  is  an  imtnenfe  prize  for  a 
whole  Parah.  They  do  not  re¬ 
move  their  Parahs  fo  frequently  as 
the  Choomeeas  do  their  Chcoms  : 
the  Choomeas  feldom  remain  longer 
than  two  years  cn  the  fame  fpot ; 
whereas  the  Kookies  are  ufually 
four  or  five.;  and  when  they  mi¬ 
grate,  they  burn  their  Parah,  left 
the  Gyals  fiiould  return  to  it,  as 
they  are  frequently  known  to  do  if 
the  huts  are  left  ftanding.  The 
Kookies  never  go  to  a  greater  dis¬ 
tance  from  their  old  ground  than 
a  journey  of  twelve  hours,  unlefs, 
compelled  to  proceed  farther,  from 
force  particular  caufe,  fueh  as  the 
fear  of  an  enemy,  or  the  want  of  a 
proper  fpot  to  fix  upon. 

Their  great  cbjed  in  feleffing  a 
place  to  fettle  on,  is  natural  ftrength 
of  fituation,  with  a  fujficiency  of 
good  ground  near  the  Parah.  on 
which  to  rear  the  different  grains, 
roots,  and  vegetables  they  wilh  to 
cultivate.  They  cultivate  the 
ground  as  the  Choomeeas  do,  and  in 
■jthisj  as  in  every  other  domeftic  oc¬ 
cupation,  the  female  fex  bears  the 


weight  of  the  labour,  and  no  rank 
exempt®  them  irom  it :  the  wife  of 
the  cbifT  and  the  w  ife  o.f  bis  vaffal, 
work  aiike  in  the  fame  field. 

The  Kookies  have  but  one  wife  ; 
they  may  however  keep  as  many 
concubines  as  they  pleafe.  Adul¬ 
tery  may  be  punifhed  with  inftant 
death  by  either  of  the  injured  par¬ 
ties,  if  the  guilty  ate  caught  by 
them  in  the  fadt;  it  may  otherwise 
be  compromifed  by  a  fine  of  Gyals, 
as  the  chief  may  determine,  The 
frailty  of  a  concubine  is  always  . 
compromifed  in  this  way,  without 
difgrace  to  the  parties.  Fornica¬ 
tion  is  punifhed  in  no  other  manner, 
than  by  obliging  the  parties  to 
marry,  unlefs  the  man  may  have 
ufed  violence,  in  which  cafe  he  is 
punifhed,  generally  with  death, 
either  by  the  chief,  or  by  the  re¬ 
lations  of  the  injured  female.  Mar¬ 
riage  is  never  confummated  among 
them  before  the  age  of  puberty. 
When  a  young  man  has  fixed  his 
affections  upon  a  young  woman, 
either  of  his  own,  or  of  tome  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parah,  his  father  vifits  her 
father,  and  demands  her  in  marriage 
for  his  fon:  her  father,  on  this,  in¬ 
quires  what  are  the  merits  of  the 
young  man  to  entitle  him  to  her  fa¬ 
vour,  and  how  many  can  he  afford 
to  entertain  at  the  wedding  feaft : 
to  which  the  father  of  the  young 
man  replies,  that  his  fon  is  a  brave 
warrior,  a  good  hunter,  and  an  ex¬ 
pert  thief,  for  that  he  can  produce 
fo  many  heads,  of  the  enemies  he 
has  (lain,  and  of  the  game  he  has 
killed  ;  that  in  his  houfe  are  fiich 
and  fuch  fiolen  goods,  and  that  he 
can  feafi:  fo  many  (mentioning  the 
number)  at  his  marriage.  OiT 
hearing  this,  the  father  of  the  girl 
either  goes  himfelf,  or  fends  fome 
confidential  friend,  to  afcertain  the 
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fa&s,  which,  if  he  finds  to  be  as 
Hated,  he  confents  to  the  marriage, 
and  it  is  celebrated  by  a  feaft, 
given  by  him  to  the  bridegroom, 
and  all  their  mutual  friends.  At 
night  the  bride  is  led  by  her  huf- 
band  from  her  father’s  honfe  to  his 
own,  where  he  next  day  entertains 
the  company  of  the  preceding  day, 
which  is  more  or  lefs  numerous,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  connections  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  parties.  When 
a  chief  marries,  the  whole  Parah  is 
entertained  by  him  ;  and  fhouM  his 
bride  be  from  another  Parah,  as 
often  happens,  the  two  Parahs  feaft 
and  caroufe  with  each  otherndter- 
nately.  At  thefe,  and  ail  their 
feftivals,  there  is  much  drinking, 
of  a  liquor  made  of  the  rice,  called 
Deengkroo,  of  which  the  hookies 
are  very  fond.  There  are  two 
kinds  of  this  liquor,  the  one  pore 
and  limpid  •  and  the  other  of  a  red 
colour,  from  an  infufion  of  the  leaf 
of  a  particular  tree  called  Bang- 
mullah,  wh;ch  renders  it  highly 
intoxicating.  They  indulge  very 
freely  in  the  ufe  of  both  kinds,  ex¬ 
cept  when  they  go  on  hoflile  ex- 
curfions :  they  then  rigidly  abftain 
from  them.  In  January  and  Fe¬ 
bruary  they  ufually  marry,  becaufe 
they  have  provifions  in  the  greateft 
plenty,  and  it  is  their  molt  idle 
time. 

The  hookies  have  an  idea  of  a 
future  Hate,  where  they  are  re¬ 
warded  or  punifhed  according  to 
their  merits  in  this  world.  They 
conceive  that  nothing  is  more 
pleafing  to  the  Deity,  or  more  cer¬ 
tainly  enfures  future  happinefs,  than 
deftroying  a  number  of  their  ene¬ 
mies.  The  Supreme-  Being  they 
conceive  to  be  Omnipotent,  and 
the  Creator  of  the  world,  and  all 
that  it  contains.  The  term  in 


their  language  for  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing  is  Khogein  Poo^teeang.  They 
alfo  worfhip  an  inferior  Deity, 
under  the  name  of  Shesm  Sauk,  to 
whom  they  addrefs  their  prayers, 
as  a  mediator  with  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  as  more  immediately 
interelling  himfelf  in  the  concerns 
of  individuals.  To  the  Supreme 
Being  they  offer  in  facrifice  a  Gval, 
as  being  their  molt  valued  animal; 
while  to  Sheem  Sauk  they  facrifice 
a  goat  only.  In  every  Parah, 
they  have  a  rudely  formed  figure 
of  wood  of  the  human  fhape,  re- 
prefentmg  Sheem  Sauk  ;  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  placed  under  a  tree,  and  to 
it  they  offer  up  their  prayers  before 
they  fet  out  on  any  excurfion  or  en- 
terprize,  as  the  Deity  that  con- 
trouls  and  dlredfs  their  a&ions  and 
deftiny.  Whenever,  therefore, 
tney  return  fuccefsful,  whether  from 
the  chace,  or  the  attack  of  an  ene¬ 
my,  they  religioufly  place  before 
Sheem  Sauk  all  the  heads  of  the 
flain,  or  of  their  game  killed,  as 
expreflive  of  their  devotion,  and  to 
record  their  exploits.  Each  war¬ 
rior  has  his  own  particular  pile  of 
heads,  and  according  to  the  num¬ 
ber  it  confifts  of,  his  character  as  a 
hunter  and  warrior  is  eftablifhed  in 
the  tribe.  Thefe  piles  are  facred  ; 
and  no  man  dares  attempt  to  filch 
away  his  neighbours’  fame,  by 
Healing  from  them  to  add  to  his 
own.  They  likewife  worfhip  the 
moon,  as  conceiving  it  to  influence 
their  fortunes  in  fome  degree.  And 
in  every  houfe  there  is  a  particular 
pofl  confederated  to  the  Deity,  be¬ 
fore  which  they  always  place  a  cer¬ 
tain  portion  of  whatever  food  they 
are  about  to  eat.  In  the  month  of 
January  they  have  a  folemn  facri¬ 
fice  and  feflival  in  honour  of  the 
Deity,  when  the  inhabitants  of 
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feveral  neighbouring  Pssrahs,  (if  on 
friendly  terms)  often  unite  and  kill 
Gyals,  and  all  kinds  of  animals,  on 
which  they  feaft,  and  dance  and 
drink  together  for  feveral  days. 
They  ha  v'e  no  profeifed  minifters 
of  religion,  but  each  adores  the 
Deity  in  fuch  manner  as  he  thinks 
proper.  They  have  no  emblem, 
as  of  Sheem  Sauk,  to  reprefent 
the  Supreme  Being. 


Defcriptron  of  the  If  and  of  Malta . 

tf  From  Waif's  Journal  of  the  Camr 
paign  in  Egypt.) 

THIS  morning  (December  the 
i ft,  1 800)  after  fucceftive  hopes  and 
fears,  we  fucceeded  in  entering  the 
narrow  but  beautiful  harbour  of 
Malta.  I  truft  I  (hall  Hand  ex- 
cufed  in  dwelling  feme  what  diffufe- 
ly  on  this  little  ill  and,  well  known 
in  the  annals  of  hiftory,  yet  the 
value  of  which  is  far  from  being 
properly  appreciated  in  England, 
It’s  fafe  and  commodious  harbours, 
it's  immenfe  population,  and,  I 
m a j  venture  to  fay,  it’s  impregna¬ 
ble  fortifications,  were  by  no  means 
eftimated,  previous  to  the  event 
which  placed  it  in  our  hands,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pre-eminence  they 
hold,  if  not  in  the  world,  at  lead 
in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  harbours  of  Malta  are 
extremely  fpacious,  and  from  their 
numerous  coves  capable  of  contain¬ 
ing  four  or  dye  hundred  large  vef- 
fels,  to  which  they  afford  the  moil 
complete  (belter.  That  ot  Mahon 
is  by  no  means  equal  to  them  ; 
but.  it’s  diftance  from  Great  Britain 
is  indeed  fomewhat  more  conveni¬ 
ent. 

Marfa  Mufcat  harbour,  though 
very  good  and  commodious,  is 
made  ufe  of  only  for  veflels  per¬ 


forming  quarantine.  In  it  is  a 
remarkably  line  lazaretto,  built 
on  a  fmall  illand  connected  to 
Malta  by  a  bridge.  On  this  illand 
is  alfo  fort  Manuel,  conftrudted  in 
1726  by  a  grand  mailer  of  that 
name.  It  is  a  well  built  regular 
fortification.  In  the  centre  of  the 
area  Hands  a  feature  in  bronze  of 
the  grand  mailer  Manual  de  Vilhe- 
no.  When  the  French  troops  eva¬ 
cuated  la  Valette  and  it’s  depen¬ 
dencies,  they  were  placed  here, 
till  Ihips  could  be  procured  to 
tranfport  them  to  Toulon. 

The  population  of  the  illand, 
before  the  overthrow  of  the  order 
in  1 798,  was  computed  at  one 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants ;  a 
number  almoft  incredible  for  fo 
fmall  a  furface.  Of  thefe  feveral 
have  fallen  in  the  field ;  many 
have  emigrated  ;  and  a  confidera- 
ble  portion  was  embarked  with 
the  French  army  under  Bonaparte, 
at  the  time  of  its  failing  for  Egypt. 

It’s  fortifications  are  far  too 
numerous  to  be  deferibed  in  a  work 
of  this  nature.  Suffice  it  to  fay, 
that  the  caftles  of  St.  Elmo  and 
Ricafoli,  which  defend  the  mouth 
of  the  great  harbour,  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  furrounding  la  Valette,  &c., 
do  not  yield  in  llrength  or  beauty 
to  thole  of  any  fortified  place  in 
Europe. 

In  the  middle  age  Malta  was 
wrefted  by  the  French  from  the 
Saracens  :  it  afterward  became  a 
fief  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  and 
was  transferred  to  Lewis  the  Xllth 
at  the  time  of  the  conqueft  of 
Naples.  The  knights  of  St.  John 
of  Jerufalem,  being  driven  from 
Rhodes  in  1523,  received  it  as  a 
fief  from  the  emperor  Charles  the 
Vth.  They  did  homage  for  it  to 
the  king  of  Sicily. 

La  Valette,  the  feat  of  govern¬ 
ment. 
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rnent,  is  a  very  regularly  built 
town.  It’s  principal  greets  are 
wide  and  •  raight,  well  paved, 
and  furr/(hed  with  good  footpaths. 
The  buildings  are  all  of  freeltone, 
with  which  the  bland  abounds  • 
and  the  numerous  fuperb  edifices 
and  hotels,  formerly  belonging 
to  the  kriights  of  the  order/  g;ve 
to  la  Valette  a  fuperiority  over 
any  town  of  equal  fize.  The  two 
paiaces  of  the  grand  matter,  ad¬ 
joining  each  other,  arc  fine  ftruc- 
lures.  Their  mteriour  feems  to 
have  been  very  magnificent;  and 
ftili  retains  feveral  marks  of  fplen. 
dour,  though  they  are  much  in¬ 
jured  By  dilapidation,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  coftly  furniture 
has  been  taken  away  or  dettroyed. 
The  council  chamber  is  bned  with 
the  moft  beautiful  gobelin  tapeltry, 
and  the  other  apartments  are  ador¬ 
ned  with  paintings  of  the  different 
actions  and  valiant  exploits,  which 
occurred  during  the  memorable 
fiege  of  the  if!  and  by  the  Turks. 
Adjoining  to  the  palace,  and  com¬ 
municating  with  it  is  the  armoury 
which  was  found  in  the  belt  pof- 
fible  ftate  on  our  taking  pofifeflion 
of  the  place.  It  contains  eighteen 
thoufand  ftand  of  fire  arms,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  a  variety  of  fwords, 
fpears,  and  other  ancient  weapons, 
all  of  which  are  very  taftefully  and 
neatly  arranged. 

The  churches  are  extremely 
numerous,  and  all  very  fine  build¬ 
ings.  That  of  St.  John,  the  pa¬ 
tron  of  the  order,  is  however  far 
fuperiour  to  the  reft.  The  roof 
is  moft  beautifully  fculptured,  and 
adorned  with  fome  good  paintings. 
i(  The  grand  altar”  fays  Brydone, 
ii  is  a  piece  of  very  curious  and 
elegant  marble ;  the  pavement,  in 
particular,  is  the  richeft  ih  the 


wo*  1 '  It  is  compofed  entirely  of 
k-  ukhral  monuments  (of  perfons 
,b:  Longing  to  the  order)  o*  the  fineft: 
marbles,  porphyry,  and  a  variety 
of  other  valuable  ftones,  admirably 
joined  together  at  an  incredible 
expenfe,  and  reprefenting,  in  a 
kind  of  Moraic,  the  arms,  infignia, 
&c.  of  the  perfons  whofe  names 
they  are  intended  to  commemorate,. 
In  the  magnificence  of  thefe  and 
other  monuments,  the  heirs  of  the 
grand  matters,  commanders,  &c- 
have  long  vied  with  each  other.*' 

Water,  which  in  a  climate  like 
this  is  fo  great  a  luxury,  is  found 
every  where  in  abundance,  and 
fcarcely  a  ftreet  is  without  one 
fountain  at  leaft. 

The  works  round  this  town? 
and  the  adjoining  places,  as  Flori- 
ana,  Cottoniera,  and  Vittoriofa, 
are  perhaps  the  mett  extenfive  of 
any  in  the  world,  and,  as  I  before 
observed,  extremely  ftrong.  They 
were,  however,  in  many  parts,  and 
especially  at  Floriana,  in  a  very 
ruinous  itate ;  o  ving  to  the  little 
attention  paid  to  them  by  the 
French,  and  to  the  very  re¬ 
in  ifs  adminiftration  of  the  late 
grand  matter,  Hompefch,  who  is 
excefiively  difliked  by  the  Maltefe, 
and  generally  accufed  of  having 
occafioned  the  overthrow  of  the 
order.  Thefe  works  are  aifo  near¬ 
ly  deprived  of  their  guns  ;  upwards 
of  one  hundred  of  the  fineft,  and  of 
the  heavieft  calibre,  having  been 
carried  by  the  French  to  Egypt. 
A  great  number,  however,  ftili 
remain  in  the  arfenals,  and  might 
be  mounted  on  the  ramparts  with 
very  little  difficulty. 

La  Valette  is  fituate  in  latitude 
35°  54/  north.  It  has  three  gates ; 
the  Porta  Reale,  towards  Citta 
Vecchia,  and  the  interiourj  that 
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of  Marfa  Mufcat,  leading  from  the 
harbour  of  this  name  ;  and  that 
called  la  Marina,  being  the  entrance 
to  the  town  from  the  eaftern  and 
principal  harbour.  The  chief  ftreet 
is  the  Strada  Reale,  extending  from 
the  Porta  Reale  to  the  caftle  of 
St.  Elmo.  The  reft  interfeCf  each 
other  at  right  angles,  and  are 
generally  narrow,  for  the  purpofe 
of  keeping  out  the  fun.  They 
are  all  paved,  and  the  town  being 
principally  built  upon  a  hill,  very 
low  and  eafy  fteps  are  placed  on 
either  fide  of  the  ftreets,  for  the 
convenience  of  foot  paftengers. 

The  tops  of  the  houfes  are  all  flat 
terraces,  from  which  the  rain  wafer 
is  conduced  by  pipes  into  a  ciftern 
below,  provided  for  the  purpofe. 
Every  family  is  thus  furnifh.ed 
with  abundance  of  good  water  at 
home,  and  there  are  befides  public 
jefervoirs  and  fountains,  placed  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  which 
are  fupplied  by  an  aqueduct  com¬ 
mencing  at  Dier  Chandal,  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  the  ifland,  and 
upwards  of  nine  Englifh  miles  in 
length.  This  aqueduct  was  erect¬ 
ed  at  a  very  confiderable  expenfe 
by  the  grand  mailer  de  Wigna- 
eourt. 

The  houfes  and  edifices  of  every 
kind  are  built  with  a  white  ftone, 
obtained  from  the  quarries  in  the 
ifland.  It  is  of  a  very  foft  na¬ 
ture,  which  renders  it  eafily  adapt¬ 
ed  to  any  purpofe  ;  and  to  this 
facility  we  are  to  afcribe  the  numer¬ 
ous  ornaments,  with  which  all  the 
architecture  of  the  ifland  abounds, 
as  alfo  the  beautiful  fymmetry  of 
the  fortifications. 

There  is  a  public  library,  which 
is  well  provided  with  books,  both 
as  to  choice  and  number.  It  be¬ 
longed  to  the  order,  and  was  increaf- 


ed  by  the  private,  libraries  of  the 
knights,  which,  at  their  deaths, 
augmented  the  general  collection,. 
The  duplicate  copies  were  fold, 
and  the  produce  thence  arifing 
ferved  to  purchafe  fuch  eligible 
books  as  it  did  not  poffefs.  The 
library  contains  likewife  many 
objefts  of  curiofity,  as  fome  fine 
ftatues,  prints,  and  feveral  valua¬ 
ble  articles  of  natural  hiftory .  No 
book  is  fuffered  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  library,  but  feats  and  tables 
are  provided  for  the  ufe  of  thofe 
who  frequent  it.  An  immenfe 
and  very  beautiful  building  has 
lately  been  ereCted,  to  which  the 
library  was  to  have  been  transferred. 
This,  however,  has  never  been 
carried  into  execution,  and  the 
houfe  is  now  converted  into  a  vaft 
aflembly  and  coffee  room. 

La  Valette  poffeffes  an  opera 
houfe,  fmall  indeed,  but  neat, 
though  now  much  out  of  repair. 
Italy  and  Sicily  fupply  it  with 
very  tolerable  vocal  performers, 
and  it  is  a  very  agreeable  entertain¬ 
ment  for  the  garrifon.  It  was 
exceflively  crowded  every  night 
by  the  officers  of  the  expedition, 
to  whom  it  was  a  great  fource  of 
amufement.  The  price  of  admif- 
fion  is  one  {billing.  Proftitutes 
of  all  ages,  from  the  lively  girl  of 
fixteen,  to  the  crazy  dame  of  fixty, 
fwarm  throughout  the  town. 

Provifion  of  every  kind  is  here 
in  the  greateft  abundance.  Though 
we  overran  the  ifland  with  troops, 
every  thing  was  pretty  reafonable 
and  no  want  was  perceived.  Sicily 
furnifhes  a  fufficiency  of  cattle; 
and  Malta  and  Gozo  produce 
quantities  of  excellent  fruit  and 
vegetables.  They  poffefs  a  very 
great  luxury  here,  which  I  never 
knew  in  any  ifland  equally"  hot : 
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this  is  ice,  which  they  import  in 
very  large  quantities,  and  of  the 
fineft  quality,  from  Mount  dEtna. 
It  is  fometimes  fo  abundant,  that 
water  is  generally  cooled  with  it. 
In  any  coffeehoufe  you  can  call  for 
an  icecream,  with  as  much  certain¬ 
ty  as  in  a  confectioner's  (hop  in 
Bond  dreet. 

The  trade  carried  on  at  this 
time  was  extremely  briih.  The 
Englifh  factories  from  Naples,  Leg, 
horn,  and  Palermo,  had  taken 
refuge  in  this  town,  which  was 
the  emporium  of  the  Britifh  trade 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  whence 
Englilh  goods  were  fmuggled  into 
Italy,  and  thus  found  their  way 
over  the  Continent. 

Convents  and  religious  houfes 
are  no  where  more  numerous  than 
in  Malta.  Frieds  and  friars  are 
met  at  every  dep,  and  ftill  retain 
over  the  minds  of  a  fuperftitious 
people  an  unbounded  and  defpotic 
fway. 

Although  la  Valette  is  built 
with  great  care  and  regularity, 
yet  it  is  fufficiently  obvious,  that 
the  chief  attention  has  been  direct¬ 
ed  to  the  confirmation  of  the  forti¬ 
fications*  This  in  part  accounts 
for  their  being  perhaps  the  fined 
and  bed  fmilhed  of  any  in  Europe. 
Befides,  the  fucceffors  of  la  Valette, 
defirous  of  emulating  his  example, 
have  condantly  added  to  them; 
and  in  faCl  rendered  the  works  fo 
considerable  and  extenfive,  that 
leveral  of  them  have  become  nearly 
ufelefs,  and  would  require,  in  cafe 
of  a  fiege,  much  too  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  to  defend  them. 

The  modes  of  conveyance  ufed 
diere  are  carriages  without  fprings, 
made  to  contain  two  or  four  per¬ 
sons,  and  drawn  by  a  fingle  mule, 
driven  by  a  man  on  foot,  whofc 


dation  is  clofe  to  the  vehicle,  and 
who,  fometimes  at  a  trot,  but  mod 
generally  at  a  gallop,  keeps  pace 
with  the  animal.  They  are  very 
clumfy  awkward  carriages,  and, 
as  they  pafs  over  the  rough  pave¬ 
ment,  (hake  the  unfortunate  paf- 
fenger  almoft  to  pieces.  A  long 
dring  of  thefe  vehicles,  numbered, 
always  dands  in  the  Strada  Reale 
for  hire.  Drays  alfo,  drawn  by 
one  mule,  are  found  in  every  pari 
of  the  town,  and  are  very  ufefuL 
The  mules  in  this  ifland  are  very 
tali  anddrong;  it  is  furprifing  how 
they  go  up  and  down  the  deep 
dippery  dreets,  dome  of  which  are 
literally  flights  of  deps,  without 
ever  dumbling. 

Civira,  or  Citta  Vecchia,  the  < 
refidence  of  the  bifhop,  is  about 
fix  miles  didant  from  la  Valette* 
It  dands  upon  an  eminence,  and 
is  lurrounded  with  fortifications. 

It  is  impoffibie  fufficiently  to 
admire  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul, 
the  tutelar  faint  of  this  iiland,  on 
which  he  was  wrecked.  It*s 
wonderful  fymmetry,  it’s  dome, 
and  the  frefh  and  highly  coloured 
paintings,  with  which  it  is  adorn¬ 
ed;  mud  drike  the  inod  incurious 
beholder.  In  this  church  is  the 
greated  variety  of  marble  I  ever 
beheld:  the  lapis  lazuli,  the  green 
and  yellow  antique,  with  feverai 
others,  meet  the  eye  in  every 
direction.  The  mod  admirable 
effect  is  produced  from  the  inge¬ 
nious  manner  in  which  this  differ¬ 
ent  affortment  of  marbles  is  dif- 
pofed  and  combined. 

Without  the  town,  in  what  is 
called  the  Rabatto,  is  the  grotto 
of  St.  Paul.  To  this  highly 
venerated  fpot  you  defeend  through 
numerous  chapels,  and  at  length 
come  to  a  fmall  fpace,  fcooped  out 
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of  a  foft  and  chalky  kind  of  white 
earth,  in  the  centre  of  which  Hands 
a  marble  Hatue  of  the  Saint ;  far 
inferour  however  to  another  very 
beautiful  one  of  the  fame  Saint, 
placed  in  an  adjoining  chapel,  and 
executed  at  Rome  by  Melchior 
Caffa,  a  native  of  Malta.  People 
never  leave  this  grotto  without 
filling  their  pockets  with  pieces 
of  St.  Paul’s  Hone,  to  which  the 
fuperftitious  inhabitants  afcribe  all 
poifible  powers  ;  they  alfo  affirm, 
that  the  mafs  never  decreafes, 
whatever  quantities  are  taken 
from  it. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  Rabatto 
are  the  Catacombs.  Thefe  are 
excavations  divided  into  numerous 
paiTages,  mo  ft  of  which  are  (top¬ 
ped  up,  as  otherwife  it  would  he 
very  eafy  to  lofe  yourfelf  in  this 
fobterranean  labyrinth,  and  moft 
probably  perifh  there.  During 
the  frequent  wars  and  revolutions, 
which  this  ifland  has  experienced, 
the  Catacombs  have  been  tifed  as 
a  place  of  fafe  retreat.  In  them 
are  (bill  fhown  the  remains  of  a 
chapel,  and  of  two  mills  for  grind¬ 
ing  corn ;  a  fmall  flatue,  faid  to 
be  St.  Peter;  and  a  retefs  near  the 
entrance,  where  a  centinel  was 
placed  on  the  look  out,  to  give 
alarm  on  the  approach  of  an 
enemy. 

Midway  between  la  Valette 
and  Citta  Vecchia  is  San  Antonio, 
formerly  a  country  feat  and  ple'a- 
fure  garden  of  the  grand  mailers. 
This  is  a  real  prodigy  in  a  country, 
where  the  highefl  cultivation  pro¬ 
duces  fo  very  little  to  pleafe  the 
fight.  Every  thing  grows  there 
in  the  greatest  luxuriance ;  the 
grounds  are  abundantly  watered, 
and  are  covered  with  citrons,  and 
thofe  delicious  oranges  fo  highly 


and  jnfUy  efteemed.  In  any  coortw 
try  this  would  pafs  for  a  very 
neat  and  beautiful  garden. 

Befide  San  Antonio,  tiie  grand 
mailers,  .had  another  delightful 
country  refi  deuce,  named  the 
Bcfchetta,  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile 
and  half  on  the  other  fide  of  Citta 
Vecchia.  The  grounds  about  it 
are  more  extend  ve  :  and  the  houfe 
much  larger  and  finer  than  San 
Antonio;  but  it  is  fhockingly  out 
of  repair,  and  now  nearly  defer  ted. 
It  is  really  melancholy  to  behold 
the  ruined  and  defplated  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  fpot  fo  rare  and  fo  deiira- 
ble  in  an  ifland  like  this.  From 
the  top  of  the  houfe  you  command 
a  view  of  ail  Malta,  with  the  fea 
every  where  around  it.  But  this 
view,  efpecially  when  compared 
with  the  gardens  immediately 
under  you,  is  far  from  pleafant. 
Nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  dry 
walls,  dividing  the  numherlefs  pof- 
fefilons  of  a  ilony  and  parched  foil, 
which  reflects  an  amazing  glare, 
and  prefents  lcarceiy  a  folitary 
tree  to  relieve  the  eye. 

Going  from  la  Valette  to  Citta 
Vecchia,  a  very  aflomfhing  proof 
of  what  the  induftry  and  perfeve- 
rance  of  man  can  effect  is  to  be 
feen  in  the  fertile  and  highly 
cultivated  Hate  of  the  ifland, 
which,  though  apparently  nothing 
more  than  a  bare  rock,  is  forced, 
by  the  moil  alfiduous  labour,  to 
become  produdlive  and  favourable 
to  vegetation.  To  prepare  it’s 
artificial  foil,  for  fo  it  may  with 
propriety  be  called,  the  rock  is 
broken  into  pieces,  the  larger  and 
harder  of  which  are  ufed  for  con- 
firudling  the  fences  round  the  fields. 
The  fmaller  and  fofter  are  again 
beaten  and  reduced  to  powder,  to 
which  a  very  fcanty  portion  of 

earth, 
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earth,  fcraped  from  the  Ituface  of 
the  rock,  is  added.  This  mixture 
*is  fufceptible  of  a  furprifing  de¬ 
cree  of  cultivation  and  fertility. 

«LO  * 

It  produces  abundance  of  corn  and 
vegetables,  great  quantities  of 
white  and  brown  cotton,  &c.  ; 
thus  amply  repaying  the  toil  and 
labour  of  it's  indudrious  fabrica¬ 
tors. 

If  the  Dutch  by  their  induff ry 
have  wreded  valuable  lands  from 
the  dominion  of  the  fea,  the  Mal- 
tefe,  equally  ingenious,  have,  by 
their  unremitting  efforts,  chang¬ 
ed  a  ufelefs  and  barren  rock  into  a 
fertile  and  ptodu&ive  ifland. 

The  language  of  the  middling 
claffes  at  Malta  is  the  Lingua 
Franca,  a  mixture  of  the  Italian 
and  Arabic ;  but  the  common 
people  fpeak.  the  Arabic,  which 
to  this  day  retains  among  them 
all  it’s  purity.  Thecurrent  coins  are 
crowns,  half  crowns,  and  quarter 
crowns  in  {liver  ;  and  eightpenny 
fourpenny,  and  twopenny  pieces,  in 
.  copper ;  all  bearing  the  impreffion 
of  the  reigning  grand  mafler.  The 
copper  money  is  very  remarkable  ; 
the  eightpenny  piece  being  no 
larger  than  our  penny,  and  not 
thicker  than  an  old  halfpenny,  the 
others  are  proper tionably  fmaller. 
Dependant  on  Malta  are  the  fmall 
neighbouring  iflands  of  Gozo  and 
Cumino,  the  former  of  which  is 
very  populous  and  produ&ive,  and 
has  a  regular  built  fort  upon  it. 

Account  of  the  Maroons. 

(From  Dallas *  Hiftory  of  the 
Maroons. ) 

IN  their  perfon  and  carriage  the 
Maroons  were  ereft  and  lofty, 
indicating  a  confcioufnefs  of  fu- 
periority  ;  vigour  appeared  upon 


their  mufcles,  and  their  motions 
Aifplayed  agility.  Their  eves 
were  quick,  wild,  and  fiery,  the 
white  of  them  appearing  a  little 
reddened  ;  owing,  perhaps,  to  the 
greennefs  of- the  wood  they  burned 
in  their  houfes,  with  the  fmoke  of 
which  it  mud  have  been  adlTed. 
They  pofleffed  moff,  if  not  all,  of 
the  fenfes  in  a  fuperior  degree. 
They  were  accuifomed,  from  habit, 
to  difeover  in  the  woods  obje&s, 
which  white  people,  of  the  bed 
fight,  could  not  diftinguith  ;  and 
their  hearing  was  fo  wonderfully 
quick,  that  it  enabled  them  to 
elude  their  mod  atftive  purfuers  ; 
they  werefeldom  fu rprifed.  They 
communicated  with  one  another 
by  means  of  horns  ;  and  when  thefe 
could  fcarcely  be  heard  by  other 
people,  they  diftinguifhed  the  or¬ 
ders  that  the  founds  conveyed. 
It  is  very  remarkable,  that'  the 
Maroons  had  a  particular  call  upon 
the  horn  for  each  individual,  by 
which  he  was  fummoned  from  a 
didance,  as  ealily  as  he  would  have 
been  fpoken  to  by  name,  had  he 
been  near.  It  appears  wonderful, 
at  fir  ft,  that  a  fingle  horn  fliould 
be  able  to  exprefs  fuch  a  number 
of  names ;  but,  on  refieftion,  it  is 
not  more  wonderful  than  the  vari¬ 
ety  of  changes  of  which  a  dozen 
bells  are  fufceptible,  or  the  multi¬ 
plicity  of  words  that  are  formed  by 
the  combination  of  twenty-fix  let¬ 
ters.  Allowing  that  the  horn  ad¬ 
mits  a  lefs  variation  of  tones  than 
the  chimes  of  twelve  bells,  it  has 
a  greater  advantage  in  one  refpeci 
for  conveying  articular  ideas, 
‘from  being  capable  of  varying  the 
duration  of  found,  which  bells  are 
not ;  fo  that,  belides  the  numeri¬ 
cal  combination  of  monotonous 
notes,  it  can  adopt  all  the  modu¬ 
lation 
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lat  <  n  of  concatenated  meafure, 
and  the  poetical  feet  might  be 
fo  hfociated  as  to  tranfmit  a  great 
vakefy  of  ideas.  But  to  return  to 
the  Maroons *It  has  been  fail 
that  their  fenfe  of  fmeUing  is  ohiitfe s 
and  their  tajie  depraved.  With  'ref- 
peel  to  the  former,  I  have  heard, 
on  the  contrary,  that  their  feent  is 
extremely  prompt,  and  that  .  they 
have  been  known  to  trace  parties 
of  run. away  negroes  to  a  great 
d;  ft  a  nee  by  the  fmell  of  their  tire- 
wood  ;  and  as  to  the  latter,  they 
are,  like  other  negroes,  fond  of  fo- 
voury  difhes,  jirkedhog,  and  ring- 
tail  pigeons,  delicacies  unknown  to 
an  European  table,  but  which  a 
Quin  himfelf  would  not  hefitate 
to  name  among  the  firft  dainties 
of  the  Epicurean  lift,  1  know 
not  whence  the  word  j irked  is  de¬ 
rived,  but  it  fignifies  cutting  or 
fcoring  internally  the  fiefh  of  the 
wild  hog,  which  is  then  fmoked, 
and  otherwife  prepared  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  gives  it  a  very  fine  fla¬ 
vour.  The  tafte  is  a  fenfe  more 
peculiarly  dependent  upon  focial 
habits  than  any  of  the  reft  ;  we 
foon  learn  to  relifh  the  viands 
agreeable  to  thofe  about  us  in  the 
earlier  part  of  life,  and  to  eat  and 
drink  as  our  parents  and  friends  do. 
The  want  of  a  refined  palate  would 
not  be  furprifmg  among  a  fet  of 
uncivilized  Africans  ;  but  it  would 
be  furprifmg  to  find  them  prefer¬ 
ring  wine  to  rum,  when  we  recoi¬ 
led;  that  they  are  accuftomed  to 
the  latter  from  their  infancy,  and 
that  they  know  nothing  of  the  for¬ 
mer  ;  that  fermented  liquors  are 
intipid  to  the  palate  ufed  to  diftil- 
led  ones,  and  that  one  might  as 
well  expeft  a  London  drayman  to 
prefer  final!  beer  to  brown  ftcut. 


- 

I  remember  once  offering  a  white 
man  in  Jamaica  his  choice  of  wine 
or  rum,  having  at  the  time  no 
brandy  drawn;  he  chofe  :be  latter* 
with  this  anfwer  :  ss  Oh  !  Sir,  any 
thing  that  bites  the  throat.” 

The  Maroons,  in  general,  fpeak, 
like  moft  of  the  other  negroes  in 
the  bland  a  peculiar  dialed  of  En- 
glifh.  corrupted  with  African 
words;  and  certainly  underftand 
our  language  fufficiently  well  to 
have  received  inftrudion  m  it. 
I  cannot  be  of  opinion,  that  a  fin- 
cere  and  fervent  endeavour  to  in¬ 
troduce  Chriftiamty  among  them 
would  have  failed.  It  is  true 
that  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  the 
magic  of  Obeah  prevailed  among 
them,  as  among  other  negroes ; 
but  it  is  no  iefs  true,  that  the  influ¬ 


ence  of  this  prejudice  operated 
differently,  according  to  theft  rength 
of  their  underftand ing  and  experi¬ 
ence.  The  greateft  dupes  to  it 
were  the  moft  ignorant  ;  and  it 
was  a  generally  received  opinion* 
that  the  charm  of  Obeah  could  have 


no  power  over  any  negroe  who 
had  been  baptized :  not  but 
that  the  weaker  ones,  whether  Ma¬ 
roons  or  others,  dreaded  the  arts  of 
Obeah  even  after  baptifm.  Minds 
forming  this  eftimate  of  Chriftian- 
ity,  could  not  but  be  prepared  to 
embrace  its  Toothing  dodtrines ; 
and  it  muft  always  be  lamented 
that  no  attempts  were  ever  made 
to  introduce  our  religion  among 
the  black  people  in  the  colonies. 
I  (hail  here  only  obferve,  that 
the  fuperft Ilian  of  Obeah  would 
have  vanifhed  before  the  power 
of  Chriftianity,  and  that  no 
other  power  is  likely  to  eradi¬ 
cate  it.  The  Maroons  continued 
to  believe,  like  their  forefathers, 

that 
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that  Accompong  was  the  God 
of  the  Heavens,  the  Creator  of  all 
things,  and  a  deity  of  infinite  good- 
hefs  :  but  they  neither  offered  fa- 
crifices  to,  him,  nor  had  they  any 
mode  of  worfhip. 

It  is  not  to  be  fnppofed  that  an 
illiterate  body  of  people,  among 
whom  ambition  was  unknown,  and 
who  fpent  their  lives  chiefly  in 
hunting,  raiflng  proviflons,  and 
traverfmg  the  woods  in  purfuit  of 
runaways,  would  attend  to  nice  re- 
gulations  for  their  internal  govern¬ 
ment.  There  was  no  public  re¬ 
venue  to  manage ;  no  army  to 
maintain,  though  the  whole  form¬ 
ed  a  military  body,  under  appoint¬ 
ed  officers  :  right  and  wrong  were 
fuppofed  to  be  underftood,  without 
being  defined.  The  town  con- 
filled  of  a  certain  number  of  fami¬ 
lies  collected  together  under  a 
chief ;  and  among  them  refided  a 
fuperintendant,  and  fourother  white 
men,  as  appointed  by  tfe  colonial 
legiflature.  Subject  to  the  laws 
made  for  them  in  their  relative 
fituation,  as  dependent  on  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  ifland,  they  were 
in  other  refpefts  at  liberty  to  pur- 
fue  thedi&atesof  their  own  minds, 
and  they  confequently  followed 
the  cufloms  of  their  fathers.  All 
their  difputes  were  fubjedl  to  the 
determination  of  their^dhiefs,  to 
whom  they  looked  up  '^^feimpli- 
tit  confidence,  and  whom*  they 
ufually  obeyed  without  argument. 
The  Superintendant,  likewife,  took 
an  aftive  part  in  adjufling  their 
altercations,  which  chiefly  arofe 
from  their  propenfity  to  gaming, 
as  they  would  play  for  confiderable 
fums  of  money  ;  and  from  drunk- 
ennefs,  of  which  they  were  fre¬ 
quently  guilty. 

Vgl.  XLV.  or  Vol.  Ill,  New 


Agriculture  among  the  Maroons 
was  a  very  Ample  fcience.  They 
had  few  wants,  and  the  fupply  of 
thofe  required  neither  great  know¬ 
ledge  nor  much  labour.  They 
placed  a  confiderable  dependence 
on  hunting,  and  on  their  rewards 
for  taking  fugitives ;  but  they  did 
not  therefore  entirely  neglect  the 
cultivation  of  land,  and  were  by  no 
means  fo  averfe  to  the  toil  it  de¬ 
mands,  as  they  have  been  repre- 
fented.  Many  of  them  were  neg¬ 
ligent  of  the  more  certain  modes  of 
labour,  for  they  were  Grangers  to 
the  paffions  which  Simulate  Tuper- 
fluous  indufhy ;  but  none  could 
be  faid  to  be  indolent,  for  their 
lives  were  pa, fled  in  unufual  perfo- 
nal  exertions,  which,  as  I  before 
obferved,  conduced  to  thir  flrength 
and  fymmetry.  A  provident  dif- 
pofltion,  however,  was  Spreading 
itfelf  among  them  :  they  began  to 
feel  the  advantages  afforded  by 
money,  and  large  parties  of  them, 
of  their  own  accord,  frequently 
hired  thenifelves  to  the  planters  and 
new  fet  tiers,  to  clear  and  plant 
large  trafts  of  land  for  certain 
wages ;  and  feveral  families  of  them, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  fettled 
by  Sufferance  on  back  lands  which 
they  cultivated  for  thermelves. 

Their  provifion-grounds  con-> 
filled  of  a  confiderable  traft  of  un¬ 
equal  land,  from  which  was  produ*. 
ced  a  flock  not  only  Sufficient  for 
their  own  ufe,  but  fo  fuperabund- 
ant  as  to  enable  them  to  fupply 
the  neighbouring  Settlements,  Plan¬ 
tain,  Indian  corn  or  maize,  yams, 
cocoas,  toyaus,  and  in  Ihort  all.  the 
nutritious  roots  that  thrive  in  tro¬ 
pic  foils,  were  cultivated  in  their 
grounds.  In  their  gardens  grew 
moft  of  the  culinary  vegetables. 
Series,  D  and 


88  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. 


and  they  were  not  without  fome 
fine  fruits  :  for  though  to  thefe,  in 
general,  the  foil  of  their  mountains 
was  unfavourable,  being  either 
mo  id  or  clayey,  yet  they  had  fome 
valuable  fruit-trees,  among  which 
the  Avocado,  or  Alligator-pear, 
ranked  foremofl.  Mammees,  and 
other  wild  but  delicious  fruits, 
were  at  their  hand,  and  pine-apples 
grew  in  their  hedges.  They  bred 
cattle  and  hcgs,i  and  raifed  a  great 
quantity  of  fowls.  When  to  this 
domeflic  provifion  of  good  and 
wholefome  food,  we  add  the  lux¬ 
uries  afforded  by  the  woods,  the 
wild  boar,  ring-tail  pigeons,  and 
other  wild  birds,  and  the  land- crab, 
which  fome  efleem  the  greatefl 
dainty  in  the  Weil  Indies,  we  may 
doubt  whether  the  palate  of  Api- 
cius  would  not  have  received 
higher  gratification  in  Trelaw- 
ney  Town  than  at  Rome. 

The  women  chiefly  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  cultivation  of  their 
grounds ;  but  this  they  did  not 
account  an  impoiition  upon  them 
by  the  men.  We  are  not  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  what  would  be  real 
cruelty  in  a  refined  Hate  of  fociety, 
is  cruelty,  or  even  hardihip,  in  a 
rough  and  unpolifhed  people, 
among  whom  every  individual  de¬ 
pends  upon  his  own  exertions  for 
his  fupport.  In  what  country  on 
the  globe  is  it,  that  in  the  clafs  of 
mankind  doomed  to  labour,  we 
fhall  not  find  tribes,  the  women 
of  which  participate  the  toils  of 
the  men  ?  Is  it  France  l  Is  it 
England  ?  If  the  Maroon  women 
were  employed  in  burning  trees 
and  in  tillage,  the  men,  befides 
hunting  and  purfuing  run-aways, 
were  employed  in  fencing  the 
grounds,  building  and  repairing 
fioufes,  attending  to  their  cattle 


and  horfes,  of  which  they  had 
about  200  head,  and  carrying  on 
their  petty  commerce.  They 
were  none  of  them  mechanics,  all 
their  knowledge  of  that  kind  was 
confined  to  the  art  of  ereiling  a 
houfe,  and  repairing  a  gun. 

Their  traffic  confided  in  the 
difpofal  of  the  increafe  of  their 
flock  of  all  kinds,  their  j irked  hog, 
and  fuperfluous  provifions,  which 
enabled  them  to  purchafe  other 
commodities,  and  to  put  money  by. 
They  made  a  confiderable  profit 
by  manufacturing  tobacco.  They 
bought  the  leaf  of  the  plant  on 
the  eflates  within  the  diftance  of 
twenty  or  thirty  miles,  which 
their  women  and  children  affifled 
them  in  carrying  home,  each 
loaded  with  a  weight  proportion¬ 
ed  to  the  flrength  of  the  carrier. 
The  purchafe  was  put  into  bags, 
which  were  made  by  knitting 
the  fibres  of  the  trumpet-tree  and 
mahoe  bark,  the  ends  of  which 
were  contracted  into  a  bandage 
that  vrent  round  the  fore-head, 
and  ferved  as  a  flay  to  the  load, 
which  refled  on  the  back.  The 
leaves  were  dried  and  prepared  for 
ufe  by  the  men,  who  twilled  them 
into  a  kind  of  rope,  of  about  the 
third  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
which  they  rolled  up  in  balls,  and 
carried  out  in  the  fame  manner  to 
the  different  eflates  forfale. 

The  Maroon  marriages,  or  con¬ 
trails  of  cohabitation,  were  at* 
tended  with  no  religious  or  ju¬ 
ridical  ceremonies  ;  the  confent 
of  the  woman  to  live  with  the 
man  being  fufficient.  That  being 
obtained,  gifts  of  clothes  and  trin¬ 
kets  were  made  to  the  bride  ;  and 
frequently  the  bridegroom  receiv¬ 
ed  prefents  of  hogs,  fowls,  and 
other  things,  from  the  relations 


CHARACTERS. 


of  the  woman,  to  whom,  in  cafe  of 
a  reparation,  they  were  to  be  re¬ 
turned.  A  plurality  of  wives  was 
allowed.  A  man  might  have  as 
many  as  he  could  maintain;  bat 
very  few  had  more  than  two,  and 
molt  of  them  confined  them- 
felves  to  one.  It  was  very  ex- 
penfive  to  have  feveral  wives ; 
for  the  hufband,  cn  making  a  pre¬ 
fen  t  to  one,  was  obliged  to  make 
an  equal  gift  to  each  of  the  others. 
Each  wife  lived  in  turn  with  her 
hulhand  two  days,  during  which 
time  the  others  cultivated  their 
grounds,  or  carried  their  provi- 
fions  to  market ;  the  property  of 
each  was  diftinft  from  that  of  the 
others,  but  the  hulhand  (hared 
with  all.  The  children  of  the 
different  women  were  to  be  no* 
ticed  by  their  father  only  on  the 
days  when  their  refpe&ive  mo¬ 
thers  fojourned  with  him.  A 
breach  of  this  decorum  would  have 
inflamed  the  injured  mother  with 
jealoufy  ;  a  paliion,  however,  in 
every  refpedt  confined  to  the  tem¬ 
porary  dame,  for  to  the  others  all 
the  extra-gallantry  of  the  man 
was  a  matter  of  indifference.  If 
the  men  fometimes  behaved  with 
brutality  to  their  wives  or  chil¬ 
dren,  it  was  generally  the  effect  of 
intoxication. 

However,  thefe  people  were 
certainly  in  a  Hate  far  removed 
from  civilization,  and  I  do  not 
doubt  that  their  pallions  might 
have  occaiionally  inftigated  them 
to  violences  that  were  favage : 
yet  that  at  any  time  they  would 
kill  their  children  by  dafhing  them 
againft  rocks,  I  cannot  but 
think  an  affertion  without  proof. 
The  muiderer  would  have  been 
brought  to  condign  punifhment 
by  the  Superin  tendant ;  who,  fo 


Hr  from  thinking  it  prudent  to 
keep  his  diftance,  would  have  in- 
ftantly  feized  the  wretch.  I 
fpeak  particularly  of  Trelawney 
Town,  the  Superintendant  of  which 
had  been  long  refident  there,  and 
whofe  character,  fully  refutes 
the  charge  of  a  daflardly  pru¬ 
dence. 

Inftances  of  revenge  arifing 
from  jealoufy  feldom  occurred 
among  the  Maroons.  Like  their 
African  progenitors,  they  parted 
with  their  wives  for  incontinency, 
without  inili&ing  feverer  punifh- 
ments.  In  Africa,  the  men  had 
'the  power  of  felling  the  adultrefs. 
The  younger  females  were  not 
generally  votreffes  of  Diana.  When 
a  girl  was  of  an  age  to  become  a 
wife,  the  parents  killed  a  hog,  and 
made  a  feaft,  to  which  the  neigh¬ 
bours  were  invited.  Plenty  of 
good  things  were  provided ;  nor 
was  rum  fpared  by  the  elders, 
while  the  younger  people  danced  i 
Each  of  the  party  put  a  fmall  piece 
of  money  in  the  girPs  mouth,  gene¬ 
rally  a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  but  the 
parents5  piece  was  frequently  gold. 
Although  this  feafl  was  intended 
by  the  family  as  a  lignal  to  the 
young  men  for  making  an  offer, 
the  girl  herfelf  ufually  preferred  a 
Hate  of  celibacy  for  fome  years 
after  it  was  publicly  known  that 
/he  had  killed  a  hog * 

The  funerals  of  the  Maroons 
were  much  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
other  negroes.  Deaths  were  not 
more  frequent  among  them  than 
elfewhere,  although  they  feldom 
had  recourfe  to  the  aid  of  medi¬ 
cine.  Not  that  they  were  averfe 
to  it ;  for,  if  an  opportunity  offer¬ 
ed,  they  readily  applied  to  the 
plantation  doctors,  and  fometimes 
they  took  fimple  herbs  prefcribed 
Da  t© 
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to  them  by  their  old  women.  It 
was  their  cuflom  to  iing  over  their 
dead  previous  to  burial ;  and,  in- 
clofing  the  body  in  a  wooden 
coffin,  they  interred  it  in  home 
part  of  their  inclofure. 


Defcription  .of  the  Spanifb  Cher /purs 

and  Blood  Hounds  cf  the  Ifland  of 

Cuba . 

(  From  the  fame.) 

THE  commiffioner  (Colonel 
Quarrel,  fent  from  Jamaica  to  Cu¬ 
ba,  for  the  purpofe  of  engaging 
Chaffeurs)  every  where  met  with 
the  greatefl  hofpitality,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  politeft  attentions  from 
the  moil  refpeftable  families.  He 
was  particularly  obliged  to  an 
Engliih  Guinea- merchant,  named 
Allwood,  redding  at  the  Havanna, 
through  whofe  influence  with  per- 
fons  of  the  higheft  rank  and  ap¬ 
pointments  he  had  great  advan¬ 
tages,  many  interefling  themfelves 
in  promoting  his  views.  One  of 
them,  Don  Manuel  de  Seias,  the 
Alcade  Provinciate,  commanded 
about  fix  and  thirty  chaffeurs,  who 
were  in  the  King’s  pay.  The  em¬ 
ployment  of  thefe  is  to  traverfe 
the  country  for  the.  purpofe  of  pur¬ 
suing  and  taking  up  all  perfons 
guilty  of  murder  and  other  offences, 
in  which  they  feldom  fail  of  fuc- 
cefs,  no  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
offenders  being  able  to  elude  their 
purfuit.  An  extraordinary  inftance 
occurred  about  a  month  before  the 
eormniffioner  arrived  at  the  Ha¬ 
vanna.  A  fleet  from  Jamaica.,  un¬ 
der  convoy  to  Great  Britain,  palling 
through  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  beat 


up  on  the  north  fide  of  Cuba.  One 
of  the  fhips,  manned  with  fo¬ 
reigners,  chiefly  renegado  Spani¬ 
ards,  being  a  dull  failer,  and  con- 
fequently  lagging  aftern,  Handing 
in  with  the  land  at  night,,  was  run 
on.  fhore,  the  captain,  officers,  and 
the  few  Britifh  hands  on  board  mur¬ 
dered,  and  the  veffel  plundered 
by  the  Spanifh  renegadoes.  The 
part  of  the  coaft  on  which  the 
veffel  was  ftranded,  being  wild  and 
unfrequented,  the  affaffms  retired 
with  their  booty  to  the  mountains, 
intending  to  penetrate  through  the 
woods  to  fome  remote  fettlements 
on  the  fouth  fide,  where  they 
hoped  to  fecure  themfelves,  and 
elude  all  purfuit.  Early  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  crime,  however,  had 
been  conveyed  to  the  Havanna, 
and  the  affaffms  were  purfued  by  a 
detachment  of  twelve  of  the  Chaf¬ 
feurs  del  Rey,  with  their  dogs* 
In  a  few  days  they  were  all  brought 
in  and  executed.  The  head  and  right 
arm  of  each  were  fufpended  in  frames, 
not  unlike  parrot-cages,  which 
wrere  hung  on  various  gibbets,  at 
the  port  and  other  confpicuous 
places  on  the  coaft,  near  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  harbour. 

The  dogs  carried  out  by  the 
Chaffeurs  del  Rey  are  perfe&ly 
broken  in,  that  is  to  fay,  they  will 
not  kill  the  objed  they  purfue  un- 
lefs  refilled.  On  coming  up  with  a 
fugitive,  they  bark  at  him  till  he 
flops,  they  then  couch  near  him, 
terrifying  him  with  a  ferocious 
growling  if  he  flirs.  In  this  po¬ 
rtion  they  continue  barking  to 
give  notice  to  the  chaffeurs,  who 
come  up  and  fecure  their  prifoner. 
Each  chaffeur,  though  he  can  hunt 
only  with  two  dogs  properly,  is 
obliged  to  have  three,  which  he 
c  maintains 
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maintains  at  his  own  coft,  and  that 
at  no  fmall  expence.  Thefe  people 
live  with  their  dogs,  from  which 
they  are  infeparable.  At  home  the 
dogs  are  kept  chained,  and  when 
walking  with  their  matters,  are 
never  unmuzzled  or  let  out  of 
ropes,  but  for  attack.  They  are 
conftantly  accompanied  with  one 
or  two  fmall  dogs  called  finders, 
whofe  fcent  is  very  keen,  and  al¬ 
ways  fure  of  hitting  off  a  track. 
Dogs  and  bitches  hunt  equally 
well,  and  the  chaffeurs  rear  no  more 
than  will  f up  ply  the  number  re¬ 
quired.  This  breed  of  dogs,  in¬ 
deed,  is  not  fo  prolific  as  the 
common  kinds,  though  infinitely 
Wronger  and  hardier.  The  animal 
is  the  fize  of  a  very  large  hound, 
with  ears  erecf,  which  are  ufually 
cropped  at  the  points  ;  the  nofe 
more  pointed,  but  widening  very 
much  towards  the  after-part  of  the 
jaw.  His  coat,  or  ikin,  is  much 
harder  than  that  of  moft  dogs,  and 
fo  muft  be  the  whole  ft  rupture  of 
the  body,  as  the  fevere  beatings  he 
undergoes  in  training  would  kill 
any  other  fpecies  of  dog.  There 
are  fome,  but  not  many,  of  a  more 
obtufe  nofe,  and  which  are  rather 
fquarer  fet.  Thefe,  it  may  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  have  been  crofted  by  the 
maftiff,  but  if  by  this  the  bulk  has 
been  a  little  incrcafed,  it  has  added 
nothing  to  the  ftrength,  height, 
beauty,  or  agility,  of  the  native 
breed. 

The  chaffeur  has  no  other  wea¬ 
pon  than  a  long  ftrait  mufchet,  or 
couteau,  longer  than  a  dragon’s 
fvvord,  and  twice  as  thick,  fome- 
thing  like  a  flat  iron  bar  fharpened 
at  the  lower  end,  of  which  about 
eighteen  inches  are  as  {harp  as  a 
razor.  The  point  is  not  unlike 
the  old  Roman  fword.  The  fteel 


of  them  is  excellent,  and  made  at 
Guanabacoa,  about  three  miles  from 
the  Havanna.  The  handle  of  the 
mufchet  is  without  a  guard,  but 
fcol loped  to  admit  the  fingers  aqd 
fuit  the  grafp.  Thefe  men,  as  we 
have  feen,  are  under  an  officer  of 
high  rank,  the  Alcade  Provinciale, 
and  receive  a  good  pay  from  the 
Government/  befides  private  re¬ 
wards  for  particular  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  fervices.  They  are  a  very 
hardy,  brave,  and  defperate  fet  of 
people,  fcrupuloufly  honeft,  and  re¬ 
markably  faithful. 

The  adivity  of  the  chaffeurs 
no  negro  on  earth  can  elude ;  and 
fuch  is  their  temperance,  that  with 
a  few  ounces  of  fait  for  each,  they 
can  fupport  themfelves  for  whole 
months  on  the  vegetable  and  fari- 
nacious  food  afforded  by  the  woods. 
They  drink  nothing  ftroeger  than 
water,  with  which,  when  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  fprings,  they  are  co- 
pioufly  fupplied  by  the  wild  pine, 
by  the  black  and  grape  withes, 
which  are  about  two  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  roots  of  the  cot¬ 
ton-tree.  Of  the  laft,  fix  feet 
junked  off  the  fmaller  part  of  the 
root,  where  it  tapers  to  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  man’s  thigh,  will  yield 
feveral  gallons  of  water.  In  the 
greateft  drought  thefe  refonrces  fel- 
dom  fail.  For  the  wild  pine  they 
are  obliged  to  climb  trees ;  but 
that  they  do  alrnoft  with  the  ve¬ 
locity  of  a  monkey.  This  plant 
takes  root  on  the  body  of  a  tree, 
and  the  leaves  of  it  are  fo  formed  as 
to  catch  the  rain  and  condud  it  to  a 
refervoir  at  the  bafe,  where  being 
never  expofed  to  the  fun,  it  is  found 
delightfully  frefli  and  cool.  But 
the  eafieit  method  of  obtaining 
water  in  the  woods,  and  with  lefts 
delay  on  a  march,  is  from  the  black 
D  3  and 
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and  grape  withes  :  it  is  done  with 
greater  expedition  than  drinking  at 
a  fpring.  The  chaffeur  catches  a 
pendent  withe,  which,  with  his 
tnufchet,  he  divides  about  two  feet 
'  from  the  ground,  and  applies  the 
end  of  the  withe,  as  it  hangs,  to  his 
mouth,  or  to  his  dog’s,  who  in¬ 
dicates  his  third ,  he  then  cuts  the 
withe  off,  about  fix  feet  higher, 
keeping  the  upper  end  elevated, 
when  the  air  being  admitted  above, 
he  receives  through  the  porous 
fibres  of  it  near  a  quart  of  delight¬ 
ful  cold  water.  With  refpe.it  to 
animal  food,  if  any  of  them  happen 
to  defire  it,  they  find  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  it.  The  little  finder, 
if  fet  on,  but  not  otherwife,  will 
foon  bay  one  of  the  wild  hogs  with 
which  the  woods  abound  ;  the  ani¬ 
mal,  retreating  for  fhelter  to  the 
trunk  of  a  tree,  is  immediately 
transfixed  with  a  lance.  The  men 
cure  as  much  of  the  flefli  as  they 
think  they  will  have  occafion  for, 
by  fcoring  it  internally  to  the  fkin, 
fprinkling  it  with  fait,  and  fmoking 
it;  over  the  fmoke  they  throw 
fome  aromatic  leaves,  which  not 
only  add  to  its  flavour,  but  aflift  in 
preferving  it.  The  meat  thus  cured 
will  keep  for  months,  and  is 
efteemed  a  very  great  dainty  by 
the  molt  refined  Epicures.  It  is 
in  fad  the  jirked  hog,  already 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  the 
Maroon  mode  of  life.  The  part  of 
the  hog  not  prefer ved.  is  given  to 
the  dogs.  *The  purfuit  of  the  game 
is  entirely  the  province  of  the 
finder ;  the  larger  dogs,  from  their 
training,  would  pafs  a  hog  without 
notice ;  were  one  of  them,  to  bark 
at  a  hog,  he  would  be  fevcrely  pm 
niflied.  The  chaffeurs  beat  their 
dogs  mofl  unmercifully,  ufing  the 
flat  fides  of  their  heavy  raufchets. 


When  they  are  going  out  on  fer- 
vice,  the  large  chains  in  which  they 
are  kept  at  heme  are  taken  off,  and 
a  light,  but  well-twifted,  cotton 
rope  fubfti tilted,  to  which  the  muz¬ 
zle  and  collar  joined  together  are 
attached  at  one  end,  while  the  other 
is  fixed  to  the  belt  of  the  chaffeur  ; 
who,  when  a  purfuit  is  to  be  made, 
flips  them  off,  fecuring  them  round 
his  waift  with  the  rope  to  which 
they  are  tied,  draws  his  mufchet, 
and  pufhes  forward  nearly  as  faft  as 
his  dogs ;  for  the  latter  are  impeded 
by  the  underwood,  and  arfe  fome- 
times  fo  entangled  as  to  require 
the  afliftanee  of  their  mailers  to 
cut  their  way  through  the  difficulty 
which  obftrufls  their  proceeding. 
The  greateft  privation  felt  by  a 
chaffeur  in  fervice  is  the  want  of  a 
fegar,  which  he  muft  not  ufe  in  the 
woods,  where  the  fcent,  from  the 
frefhnefs  of  the  trees  and  flillnefs  of 
the  air,  continues  long  fufpended, 
and  is  gradually  fpread  in  the  at- 
mofphere,  by  which  the  company 
could  not  but  be  betrayed,  in  fpite 
of  the  great  filence  which  they  ob- 
ferve  on  their  marches.  At  other 
times  the  fegar  is  hardly  ever  out 
of  their  mouths. 

I  muft  now  complete  your  idea  of 
a  Spanifti  chaffeur,  by  giving  you  a 
defcription  of  his  drefs.  You  may 
imagine  it  will  be  brief,  for  the 
wearer  is  not  a  man  of  fafhion,  and 
he  lives  beneath  a  vertical  fun. 
A  check  fhirt  open  at  the  collar  fo 
as  to  expofe  the  neck,  from  which 
hangs  a  fmall  crucifix  ;  a  wide  pair 
of  trowfers,  alfo  check ;  a  ftraw 
hat,  or  rather  one  manufactured  of 
the  morafs  thatch  divided  into 
fmall  filaments,  feven  or  eight 
inches  in  the  rim,  with  a  fhallow 
round  crown,  and  very  light ;  and 
fils  belt  and  fword,  already  de« 
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fcribed,  and  a  pair  of  untanned 
leather  fhoes.-  Into  this  drefs  put 
a  man  with  a  Spanilh  countenance, 
fwarthy  but  animated,  a  perfon 
above  the  middle  fize,  thin  but  not 
meagre  :  to  his  belt  affix  the  cot¬ 
ton  ropes,  and  imagine  them  at¬ 
tached  by  collars  round  the  necks 
of  his  dogs,  and  you  v/ill  have  a 
finiihed  picture  of  him. 

Befides  his  untanned  fhoe,  the 
chaffeur  often  contrives  in  the 
woods  a  curious  defence  for  his 
feet,  which  is  greatly  preferable. 
Having  fkinned  the  thighs  and 
hocks  of  the  wild  hog,  he  thrufts 
his  foot  into  the  raw  hide  as  far  as 
he  can  force  it,  then  cuts  a  finall 
flip  at  the  inftep,  and  with  his 
knife  takes  off  the  fuperfluous  fkin 
behind,  adapting  the  remainder  to 
his  ancle  and  the  lower  part  of  his 
leg.  The  pliant  hide  takes  the 
fhape  of  a  clofe  fhort  half  boot, 
fitting  like  a  glove  on  the  foot, 
with  a  lengthened  ufelefs  projection 
beyond  the  toe,  fomething  re- 
fembling  the  modern  fafhion  of  our 
beaux.  This  contrivance  will  laft 
a  march  of  weeks,  or  months ;  but 
once  taken  off,  the  fkin  dries, 
fhrivels,  and  becomes  ufelefs. 
There  ar  eporco  zopatos  made  of  dried 
hides,  that  reach  to  the  calf  of  the 
leg;  but  they  are  wide,  hard,  and 
not  pliant  to  the  feet. 


Doflor  Franklin's  Flagiarifms . 

{ From  Davis's  Travels  in  America, ) 

I  OBTAINED  accommodations 
at  the  Wafhington  tavern,  which 
Hands  oppofite  the  Treafury.  At 
this  tavern  I  took  my  meals  at  the 
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public  table,  where  there  was  every 
day  to  be  found  a  number  of  clerks, 
employed  at  the  different  offices 
under  Government ;  together  with 
about  half  a  dozen  Virginians ,  and 
a  few  Neva  England  men.  There 
was  a  perpetual  conflict  of  opinions 
betweer^  thefe  fouthern  and  n6r- 
them  men  ;  and  one  night,  after 
fupper,  I  was  prefent  at  a  vehement 
difpute,  which  terminated  in  the 
lofs  of  a  horfe,  a  faddle,  and  bridle. 

The  difpute  was  about  Dr. 
Franklin ;  the  man  from  Neva 
England ,  enthufiaftic  in  what  re¬ 
lated  to  Franklin ,  afferted  that,  the 
DoCtor  being  felf-  taught,  was 
original  in  every  thing  that  he  had 
ever  publifbed. 

Sir,'”  replied  the  Virginian , 
((  the  writings  of  Franklin ,  fo  far 
“  from  being  original,  exhibit  no- 
f<  thing  but  a  tranfpofition  of  the 
“  thoughts  of  others.  Nay,  Frank- 
“  lin  is  a  downright  plagiarift.  Let 
“  him  retain  only  his  own  fea- 
<f  thers  ;  let  thofe  he  has  ftolen 
“  be  reftored  to  their  lawful  pof- 
(S  feffors,  and,  Franklin ,  who  now 
i(  ft  ruts  about  expanding  the  gay- 
“  eft  plumage,  will  be  without  a 
“  Angle  feather  to  cover  his 
<(  rump.”  (A  loud  laugh  from  the 
whole  party.) 

Nevj  England  Man,  If  accufa- 
tion  without  proof  can  condemn  a 
man  who,  Sir,  {hall  be  innocent  ? 
Sir,  you  are  a  Virginian,  I  intend 
no  perfonal  reflection,  but  it  is  no¬ 
torious  that  the  fouthern  people 
do  not  hold  the  memory  of  Frank¬ 
lin  in  much  eftimation.  But  hear 
what  a  Latin  writer  fays  of  him. 
Eripuit  ccelo  fomething — Gentle¬ 
men,  I  have  forgot  the  raoft  of  my 
Latin ;  I  cannot  quote  fo  correCtly 
now  as  1  did  once  ;  but  this  I  can 
P  4  affure 
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a  flare  you,  and  you  may  rely  on 
my  word  for  it,  that  the  compli¬ 
ment  is  a  very  fine  one. 

Virginian .  I  know  the  line  you 
advert  to ;  it  was  an  eruption  of 
mad  enthufiafm  from  the  disordered 
intellect  of  Turgot .  But  this  is 
digreffing  from  our  fubjeft;  I 
maintain,  and  can  prove,  that 
Franklin  is  a  plagiarift  ;  a  down¬ 
right,  bare-faced,  fharnelefs  pla¬ 
giarift. 

Ne*w -England  Man .  Franklin , 
perhaps.  Sir,  had  not  that  ftoical 
calrnnefs,  which  a  great  man  in 
your  hate  is  remarkable  for ;  he  1 
did  not  endeavour  to  catch  ap- 
plaufe  by  baiting  his  hook  with 
arTeifted  diffiden  ce.  Franklin  was 
above  i t .  His  penetration  dif- 
covered,  and  his  candour  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  (heer .  impudence  was 
any  time  lefs  injurious  than  inock- 
modefty. 

Virginian .  Sir,  an  oracular  dark- 
nefs  accompanies  your  difcourfe. 
But  why  retreat  ?  Why  not  hand 
your  ground  ?  Why  not  evince 
yourfelf  the  champion  of  Franklin?  - 
Again  I  throw  down  the  gauntlet ! 
Franklin ,  I  maintain,  was  a  fhame- 
lefs  plagiarift. 

New- England  Man.  Have  you 
a  hone  here,  my  friend  ? 

Virginian .  Sir,  I  hope  you  do 
not  fuppofe  that  I  came  hither  on 
foot  from  Virginia.  I  have,  Sir, 
In  Mr.  White's  (table  the  prettied 
Chickafanv  that  ever  trod  upon  four 
patterns.  I  fnvopped  for  her  a  roan 
horfe ;  Mr.  Gibbs ,  you  remember 
my  roan  (turning  to  a  man  in  com¬ 
pany  I  fay,  I  fwopped  for  her  a 
JfOan  with  Mad- Dog,  the  Chick- 
pfavj  Chief,  who  lives  on  the  Mif- 
gffifpd. 

Nr-  u  -England  Man?  And  I 


have  a  bay  mare  here,  that  I 
bought  of  Nezer  Mattocks ,  at 
Salem.  I  gave  ninety  dollars  in 
hard  cafh  for  her.  Now,  I,  my 
friend,  will  lay  my  bay  mare 
againft  your  Ghicka/anv ,  that 
Doftor  Franklin  is  not  a  plagiarift. 

Virginian.  Done !  Go  it  l 
Waiter  !  You  waiter  ? 

The  waiter  obeyed  the  fummons, 
and  making  the  Virginian  a  bow, 
replied,  You  call,  Mo  11a  Ryland ? 

Virginian .  Yes,  Atiicus.  Bring 
down  my  portmanteau  out  of  my 
room.  I  never  travel  without 
books.  And  it  critically  happens, 
that  in  my  portmanteau,  I  have 
both  Franklin' s  Mifcellanies,  and 
Taylor’s  Difcourfes. 

The  trunk  being  opened,  the  Vir¬ 
ginian  put  Franklin’s  Mifcellanies 
into  the  hand  of  the  difputant,  and 
deli  red  he  would  read  the  cele¬ 
brated  Parable  againft  perfecu™ 
lion. 

New- England  Man  (reading)* 
u  And  it  came  to  pafs,  after  thefe 
i(  things,  that  Abraham  fat  in  the 

door  of  his  tent,  about  the  going 
u  down  of  the  fun.  And  behold 
iS  a  man,  bent  with  age,  coming 
({  from  the  way  of  the  wilaernefs 
(i  leaning  on  his  ftafF!  And  Abra - 
“  }?am  arofe  and  met  him,  and  faid 
<(  unto  him :  Turn  in,  I  pray 
( ‘  thee,  and  wafti  thy  feet,  and  tarry 
“  all  night ;  and  thou  (halt  arife 
u  early  in  the  morning,  and  go  on 
((  thy  way,  and  the  man  faid, 
(i  Nay;  for  I  will  abide  under 
cc  this  tree.  But  Abraham  prefted 
fDhim  greatly  ;  fo  he  turned,  and 
((  they  went  into  the  tent,- — and 
u  Abraham  baked  unleavened 
((  bread,  and  they  did  eat.  And 
((  when  Abraham  faw  that  the  man 
((  bleflecj  not  God^  he  faid  unto 
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tc  him,  wherefore  doll  thou  not 
((  worfhip  the  Moft  High  God, 
<(  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  ? 

And  the  man  anfwered,  and  faid, 
C(  I  do  not  worfhip  thy  God, 
<c  neither  do  I  call  upon  his  name  ; 
6<  for  I  have  made  to  myfelf  a 
“  god,  which  abideth  in  my  houfe, 
i(  and  provideth  me  with  all 
iC  things.  And  Abraham’s  zeal 
{(  was  kindled  againft  the  man ; 
((  and  he  arofe  and  fell  upon  him, 
4<  and  drove  him  forth  with  blows 
{C  into  the  wildernefs.  And  God 
<(  called  unto  Abraham ,  faying, 
i(  Abraham ,  where  is  the  ftranger? 

And  Abraham  anfwered  and  faid, 
li  Lord,  he  would  not  worfhip 
u  thee,  neither  would  he  call  upon 
<f  thy  name ;  therefore  have  I 
ct  driven  him  out  from  befdre  rnv 

J 

(i  face  into  the  wildernefs..  And 
<(  God  faid.  Have  I  borne  writh 
u  him  thefe  hundred  and  ninety 
and  eight  years,  and  nourifhed 
(i  him,  and  cloathed  him,  not- 
se  withftanding  his  rebellion  againft; 
tc  me;  and  couldeft  not  thou,  who 
art  thyfelf  a  finner,  bear  with 
((  him  one  night  ?” 

The  New-England  Man  having 
read  the  parable,  he  turned  to  the 
company,  and,  with  tumultuous 
rapture,  exclaimed,  (c  What  a  noble 
“  leffon  is  this  to  the  intolerant ! 
sc  Can  any  thing  fpeak  more  home  ? 
<s  Why  the  writer  appears  in- 
iC  fpired.55 

And  infpired  he  was,  cried  the 
Virginian.  There  is  nothing  in 
that  parable,  Sir?  natural ;  every 
word  of  it  was  revealed.  It  all 
came  to  Franklin  from  Bifhop  Taj. 
lor .  There,  Sir;  read  and  be  con¬ 
vinced.  This  book  was  printed 
more  than  a  century  ago ;  it  is  a 
volume  of  Polemical  Difcourfes. 

'  flew -England  Man  (reading). 

I  A" 


(i  When  Abraham  fat  at  his  tent 
((  door,  according  to  his  cuftom, 
ic  waiting  to  entertain  Grangers, 
(C  he  efpied  an  old  man  hooping 
(£  and  leaning  on  his  ftaff,  weary 
(C  with  age  and  travel,  coming 
<s  towards  him,  who  was  an  hun- 
“  dred  years  of  age.  He  re- 
(i  ceived  him  kindly,  walked  his 
(c  feet,  provided  fupper,  and  caufed 
((  him  to  fit  down;  but,  obferving 
i(  that  the  old  man  ate  and  prayed 
(<  not,  nor  begged  for  a  bleffing  on 
((  his  meat,  he  alked  him  why  he 
“  did  not  worlhip  the  God  of  hea- 
u  ven  ?  The  old  man  told  hims 
“  that  he  worlliipped  the  fire  only, 
“  and  acknowledged  no  other  god* 
((  At  which  anfwer  Abraham  grew 
<(  fo  zealoufly  angry,  that  he 
<c  thruft  the  old  man  out  of  his 
“  tent,  and  expofcd  him  to  all  the 
f£  evils  of  the  night,  and  an  un- 

guarded  condition.  When  the 
({  old  man  was  gone,  God  called  to 
(<  Abraham ,  and  alked  him  where 
((  the  ftranger  was  ?  He  replied, 
((  I  thruft  him  away,  becaufe  he 
Ci  did  not  worlhip  thee.  God  an. 

fwered  him,  I  have  fuffered  him 
u  thefe  hundred  years,  although  he 
“  dilhonoured  me;  and  couldeft 
( ’  not  thou  endure  him  one  night, 
“  and  when  he  gave  thee  no 
iS  trouble 

The  New -England  Man  having 
done  reading,  the  Virginian  leaped 
from  his  feat,  and,  calling  the 
waiter,  exclaimed,  i(  AtticusJ  Tell 
“  the  oftler  to  put  the  bay  mare  in 
“  the  next  ftall  to  the  Chickafanv , 
<c  and,  do  you  hear,  give  her  half 
i(  a  gallon  of  oats  more  upon  the 
<f  ftrength  of  her  having  a  new 
(S  mailer/5 

Here  followed  a  hearty  laugh, 
from  the  audience ;  but  the  New 
England  Man  exhibited  ftrong 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  of  chagrin.  44  Devil 
44  take  Franklin ,”  faid  he.  44  An 
«4  impoftor!  a  humbug.”  44  If  he 
44  ever  obtains  the  wifh  he  ex- 
44  preffes  in  his  epitaph,  of  under- 
liC  going  ^  new  edition  in  me  next 
44  world,  may  his  plagiarifms  be 
44  omitted,  that  no  mere  wagers 
44  may  be  loft  by  them.*’ 

44  His  epitaph,  did  you  'fay, 

44  Sir?”  cried  the  Virginian.  44  I 
44  hardly  think  he  came  by  that 
44  honeftly.’* 

New  England  Man.  Sir,  I  will 
lay  you  my  faddle  of  it ;  a  bran 
new  faddle.  Jonathan  Gregory ,  of 
Bojlon,  imported  it  from  London. 

Virginian .  My  faddle,  Sir,  is 
imported  too. — I fwopped a  double- 
barrelled  gun  for  it  with  Mr.  Ra¬ 
cer  ?  of  Fairfax  County.  And  I 
will  not  only  lay  my  faddle  again!! 
your's,  Sir,  that  Franklin  did  not 
come  honeftly  by  his  epitaph  ;  but 
I  will  lay  my  fnafHe-bridie,  and 
my  curb,  my  plated  ftirrups  and 
ftirrup  leathers-*-aye,  and  my  mar¬ 
tingale  into  the  bargain. 

“  THE 


New  England  Man .  Done  !  Go 
it!  Now  for  your  proof. 

Virginian.  Is  there  any  gentle¬ 
man  in  company  bejides  my f elf,.  who 
underltands  Latin.  If  there  is,  let 
him  have  the  goodnefs  to  fpeak. 

New  England  Man.  This  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  came  with  me  from 
Salem ,  is  not  only  a  Latin ,  but  a 
Greek  fcholar.  He  tv  as  reared 
at  Cambridge  *.  He  will  talk 
Latin  with  profeifor  Willard  an 
hour  by  the  clock. 

Virginian.  Then,  Sir,  I  believe, 
he  will  adjudge  to  me  your  im¬ 
ported  faddle.  Will  you  do  me 
the  favour  to  introduce  me  to  your 
companion. 

New  England  Man.  This,  Sir,  is 
Mr.  Meadows ,  He  is  the  author  of 
an  Ode  on  the  Clam  Feaft  f . 

Virginian ,  Mr.  Meadows ,  give 
me  leave.  Within  the  cover  of 
this  book  you  will  find  the  epitaph 
which  paffes  as  Franklin  s.  I  en¬ 
treat  you  to  read  it  aloud. 

Mr*  Metidows  (reading). 

BODY 


of 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Printer, 
(Like  the  cover  of  an  old  book. 

Its  contents  torn  out, 

And  ftript  of  its  lettering  and  gilding) 

Lies  here,  food  tor  worms. 

Yet  the  Work  itfgf  fhall  not  be  loft  : 

For  it  will  (as  he  believ’d)  appear  once  more 
In  a  new 

And  more  beautiful  Edition, 
Corrected  and  Amended 
By 


The  Author.'* 


New  England  Man.  Well,  Sir !  mility  ?  Is  it  not  a  le&ure  on 
And  what  objection  can  you  make  mortality  ? 

to  this  ?  Does  it  not  breathe  hu-  Virginian.  Sir,  it  was  not  ho- 

*  An  Univerftty  near  Bcflon. 

f  The  firft:  emigrants  to  New  England ,  appealed  their  hunger,  upon  landing  on  the 
fhoce  of  America,  with  home  thell-fifh  they  found  on  the  beach,  known  in  popular 
language  by  the  name  of  Clams.  The  anniverfary 'of  this  day  is  every  year  celebrated 
®a  the  fpot,  by  their  defendants,  who  fealfupon  Clams. 
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neftly  come  by.  Franklin  robbed 
a  little  bov  of  it.  The  very 
words,  Sir,  are  taken  from  a  Latin 
epitaph  written  on  a  bookfeller,  by 
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an  Eton  fcholar.  Mr.  Meadows, 
do,  Sir,  read  the  epitaph  which  I 
have  paded  on  the  other  cover*, 
Mr.  Meadows  (reads). 


“  Vitae  voiumine  peratrto, 

Hie  finis  JACOBI  TONSON, 
Perpoliti  Sofiorura  principis  : 
Qui,  velut  obfletrix  m ufa.ru m. 

In  lucem  edidit 
Felices  ingenii  partus. 

Lugete,  loriptorum  chorus, 

Et  frangite  calamos  ^ 
file  vefter,  margine  erafus,  deletur! 
Sed  haec  poftrema  inferiptio 
Huic  primae  mortis  paginae 
Imprimatur, 

Ne  prelo  fepuichri  commiflus, 
Iple  editor  careat  titulo: 

Hie  jacet  bibh'opola, 

Folio  vitae  delapfo, 
Fxpcdlans  Novam  Editionem 
Audtiorem  et  Emendatiorem.’9 


Virginian .  Well,  ’Wl^Meadowsi 
what  fay  you?  Is  this  accidental 
or  ftudied  fimilitude?  What  fay 
you,  Mr.  Meadows ? 

Mr.  Meadows.  The  faddle. 
Si  r,  is  your’s ! 

Ori  hearing  this  laconic,  but  de- 
cifive  fentence  pronounced  by  his 
friend,  the  New  England  Man 
grew  outrageous — which  ferved 
only  to  augment  the,  triumph  of 
the  Virginian.  Be  pacified,  cried 
he.  I  will  give  you  another 
chance.  I  will  lay  you  my  boots 
againft  your.’s,  that  Franklin’s 
pretended  difeovery  of  calming 
troubled  waters  by  pouring  upon 
them  oil,  may  be  found  in  the 
third  book  of  Bede’s  Hiftory  of 
the  Church ;  or  that  his  facetious 
Effay  on  the  Air-bath,  is  poached 
word  for  word  from  Aubrey’s  Mif- 
cellanies.  What  fay  you  f 


Why  I  fay,  returned  the  New 
England  Man;  that  I  fhould  be 
forty  to  go  bootlefs  home,  and, 
therefore,  I  ,will  lay  no  more 
wagers  shout  Dc&or  Franklin's 
originality. 


Defcripticnof  a  Vijit  to  the  Grave  of 
an  Indian  Warrior. 

( From  the  fame.) 

ON  the  north  bank  of  the  Occo- 
quan  is  a  pile  of  rtones,  which  in*? 
dicates  that  an  Indian  warrior  is 
interred  underneath.  The  Indians 
from  the  back  fettlements,  in  tra¬ 
velling  to  ‘  the  northward,  never 
fail  to  leave  the  main  road,  and 
vifit  the  grave  of  their  departed 
hero.  If  a  rtone  be  thrown  down, 
they  religipufly  rertore  it  to  the 


*  If  it  fhould  be  objected  that  Franklin  was  ignorant  of  Latin,  let  it  be  told  that,  ai> 
Englifh  tranflation  of  this  epitaph  may  be  found  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  for  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1736.  Tire  fpurce,  probably,  from  which  Franklin  got  his  thought. 

pile; 
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pile  ;  and,  fitting  roupd  the  rude 
monument,  they  meditate  profound¬ 
ly  ;  catching,  perhaps,  a  local  emo¬ 
tion  from  the  place. 

A  party  of  Indians,  while  I  was 
at  Occoquan,  turned  from  the  com¬ 
mon  road  into  the  woods,  to  vifit 
this  grave  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

The  party  was  compofed  of  an 
elderly  Chief,  twelve  young  War 
Captains,  and  a  couple  of  Squaws. 
Of  the  women,  the  youngeft  was 
an  interefting  girl  of  feventeen ; 
remarkably  well  fhaped,  and  pof- 
feffed  of  a  probation  of  hair,  which 
in  colour  was  raven  black.  She 
appeared  fuch  another  object  as  the 
mind  images  Pocahontes  to  have 
been.  The  people  of  Occoquan, 
with  more  curiofity  than  breeding, 
a  Humbled  round  the  party  ;  but 
they  appeared  to  be  wholly  in¬ 
different  to  their  gaze ;  the  men 
amufed  themfelves  by  chopping  the 
ground  with  their  tomahawks,  and 
the  women  were  bulled  in  making 
a  garment  for  the  Chief. 

Among  the  whites  was  a  young 
man  of  gigantic  ftature  ;  he  was, 
perhaps,  a  head  taller  than  any  of 
the  reft  of  the  company.  The  old 
Indian  could  not  but  remark  the 
lofty  ftature  of  the  man  ;  he  feemed 
to  eye  him  involuntarily  ;  and,  at 
length,  rilingfrom  the  ground,  he 
went  up  to  the  giant  ft  ranger,  and 
fhook  him  by  the  hand.  This 
raifed  a  loud  laugh  from  all  the 
lookers-on;  but  the  Indians  ftiil 
maintained  an  inflexible  gravity. 

When  I  faw  the  fquaws  a  fecond 
time,  they  were  juft  come  from 
their  toilet.  Woman  throughout 
the  world  delights  ever  in  finery  ; 
the  great  art  is  to  fuit  the  colours 
to  the  complexion. 

The  youngeft  girl  would  have 
attracted  notice  in  any,  circle  of 


Europe.  She  had  faftened  to  her 
long  dark  hair  a  profufion  of  rib¬ 
bons,  which  the  bounty  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of Occoquan  had  heaped  upon 
her  ;  and,  the  treffes  or  this  Indian 
beauty,  which  before  had  been  con¬ 
fined  round  her  head,  now  rioted 
luxuriantly  down  her  (boulders  and 
back.  The  adjuftment  of  herdrefs 
one  would  have  thought  (he  had 
learned  from  iome  Engli(h  female 
of  fafhion;  for  fne  had  left  it  fo 
open  before,  that  the  mod  inatten¬ 
tive  eye  could  not  but  difcover  the 
rife  and  fall  of  a  bofom  juft  begin¬ 
ning  to  fill. 

The  covering  of  this  young 
woman’s  feet  riyetted  the  eye  of 
the  ftranger  with  its  novelty  and 
fplendour.  Nothing  could  be 
more  delicate  than  her  moeaffins. 
They  were  each  of  them  formed 
of  a  (ingle  piece  of  leather,  having 
the  feams  ornamented  with  beads 
and  porcupine  quills;  while  a  ftring 
of  fcarlet  ribbon  confined  the  mo- 
cafiin  round  the  inftep,  and  made 
every  other  part  of  it- fit  clofe  to  the 
foot.  The  iT.ocaffn  was  of  a  bright 
yellow,  and  made  from  the  (kin  ot 
a  deer,  which  had  been  killed  by 
the  arrow  of  one  of  the  Indian 
youths.  Let  me  be  pardoned  for 
having  fpoken  of  this  lady’s  foot 
with  fuch  minutenefs  of  inveftiga- 
tion.  A  naturalift  will  devote  a 
whole  chapter  to  the  examination 
of  a  bird,  count  the  feathers  in  its 
wings,  and  declaim  with  the  high- 
eft  rapture  on  its  variegated  plu¬ 
mage  ;  and  a  traveller  may  furely 
be  forgiven  a  few  remarks  on  the 
(educing  foot  of  an  Indian  beauty. 
Utrum  horum  ma<vis  accipe  ? 

Of  thefe  Indians,  the  men  had 
not  been  inattentive  to  their  per- 
fons.  The  old  Chief  had  clad 
himfelf  in  a  robe  of  furs,  and  the 

young 


young  warriors  had  blacked  their 
bodies  with  charcoal. 

The  Indians,  being  affembled 
round  the  grave,  the  old  Chief  rofe 
with  a  folemn  mien,  and,  knocking 
his  war-club  again!!  the  ground, 
pronounced  an  oration  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  departed  warrior. 

“  Here  reds  the  body  of  a 
Chief  of  our  nation,  who,  before 
his  fpirit  took  its  flight  tp  the 
country  of  fouls,  was  the  bolded 
in  war,  and  the  fleeted  in  the  chace. 
The  arm  that  is  now  mouldering 
beneath  this  pile,  could  once  wield 
the  tomahawk  with  vigour,  and 
often  caufed  the  foe  to  fink  beneath 
its  weight.  (A  dreadful  cry  of 
Whoo  !  Whoo  !  Whoop !  from  the 
hearers.)  It  has  often  grafped 
the  head  of  the  expiring  enemy, 
and  often  with  the  knife  diveded  it 
of  the  fcalp.  (a  yell  of  whoo !  whoo ! 
whoop!)  It  has  often  bound  to 
the  dake  the  prifoner  of  war,  and 
piled  the  blazing  faggots  round 
the  vidtim,  finging  his  lad  fong  of 
death.  ( A  yell  of  whoo  !  whoop  !) 
The  foot  that  is  now  motionlefs, 
was  once  fleeter  than  the  hart  that 
grazes  on  the  mountain ;  and  in 
danger  it  was  ever  more  ready  to 
advance  than  retreat.  (A  cry  of 
whoo!  whoo!  whoop!)  But  the 
hero  is  not  gone  unprovided  to  the 
country  of  fpirits.  His  tomahawk 
was  buried  with  him  to  repulfe  the 
enemy  in  the  field ;  and  his  bow 
to  pierce  the  deer  that  flies  through 
the  woods. *' 

No  orator  of  antiquity  ever  ex¬ 
ceeded  this  favage  chief  in  the  force 
of  his  emphafis,  and  the  propriety 
of  his  gefture.  Indeed,  the  whole 
fcene  was  highly  dignified.  The 
fiercenefs  of  his  countenance,  the 
flowing  robe,  elevated  tone,  naked 
arm,  and  ereft  fiat  lire,  with  a  circle 


of  auditors  feated  on  the  ground, 
and  in  the  open  air,  could  not  but 
imprefa  upon  the  mind  a  lively 
idea  of  the  celebrated  fpeakers  of 
ancient  Greece  and  Rome. 

Having  ended  his  oration/ the 
Indian  ftruck  his  war-club  with 
fury  againd  the  ground,  and  the 
whole  party  obeyed  the  fignal  by 
joining  in  a  war-dance; — leaping 
and  brand  idling  their  knives  at  the 
throats  of  each  other,  and  accom¬ 
panying  their  menacing  attitudes 
with  a  whoop  and  a  yell,  which 
echoed  with  ten -fold  horror  from 
the  banks  of  the  river. 

The  dance  took  place  by  moon¬ 
light,  and  it  was  fcarcely  finifhed, 
when  the  Chief  produced  a  keg.  of 
whifkey,  and  having  taken  a 
draught,  paffed  it  round  among 
his  brethren.  The  fquaws  now 
moved  the  tomahawks  into  the 
woods,  and  a  fcene  of  riot  enfuedf 
The  keg  "was  foon  emptied.  The 
e ffbcfs  of  the  liquor  began  to  dif- 
play  itfelf  in  the  looks  and  motions 
of  the  Indians.  Some  rolled  their 
eyes  with  didraidion  ;  others  could 
not  keep  on  their  legs.  At  length, 
fucceeded  the  mod  difmal  noifies* 
Such  hoops,  fuch  fhouts,  finch  roar¬ 
ing,  fiuch  yells,  all  the  devils  of 
hell  fieemed  collected  together. 
Each  drove  to  do  an  outrage  on 
the  other.  This  ficized  the  "other 
by  the  throat ;  that  kicked  with 
raging  fury  at  his  adverfary.  And 
to  complete  the  fcene,  the  old  war, 
rior  was  uttering  the  mod  mourn¬ 
ful  lamentations  over  the  keg  he 
had  emptied;  inhaling  its  flavour 
with  his  lips,  holding  it  out  with 
his  Rands  in  a  fupplicating  attitude, 
and  vociferating  to  the  bye-danders 
Scuttawawbah  !  Scuttawawbah  ! 
More  flrong  drink!  More  flron# 
drink ! 
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Account  of  a  nenv  Species  of  Helphintif 
an  Inhabitant  of  the  Ganges . 

( From  the AJiaticRefearche s 5  v ol .  vli. ) 

INNiEUS,  in  his  arrangement 
J  of  the  animal  kingdom,  fepa- 
rates  the  Narva!,  Whales,  C  a  gim¬ 
lets,  and  Dolphins,  comprifing  the 
tribe  of  cetaceous  animals,  from 
the  fifties,  and  places  them  in  the 
elafs  Mammalia,  becaufe  they 
fuckle  their  young.  This  mode 
has  been  by  fame  deemed  unnatu¬ 
ral;  but  as  it  renders  the  arrange¬ 
ment  methodical,  eafy,  and  con- 
fpicuous,  it  is  now  generally  fol¬ 
lowed3’.  The  animals  of  the  ceta¬ 
ceous  order  of  the  clafs  Mammalia, 
to  which  belongs  the  fpecies  now 
to  be  defcribed,  are  characterized 
by  the  following  circumltances. 
They  inhabit  the  ocean,  or  large 
rivers.  They  have  no  feet.  They 
breathe  through  a  fiftulous  open¬ 
ing  on  the  upper  part  of  the  head. 


They  have  two  pectoral  fins,  and 
an  horizontally  flatted  tail.  They 
copulate  and  fuckle  their  young 
like  quadrupeds;  which  they  re¬ 
ferable  aifo  in  the  ftrufture  and  ufe 
of  their  internal  parts. 

The  four  genera  compofing  this 
order,  are  diftinguifhed  chiefly  by 
the  teeth.  That  to  which  this 
new  fpecies  belongs,  is  denomina¬ 
ted  Delphinus  ;  the  effential  cha- 
rafter  of  the  fpecies  thereof  is : 
They  are  furnifhed  with  bony 
teeth  in  each  jaw  ;  whereas  the 
other  three  genera  have  either  no 
teeth,  or  have  them  in  one  jaw 
only.  Gmelin’s  laft  edition  of  the 
Syrfema  Naturae  of  Linnaeus,  men.* 
tions  only  four  diftinft  fpecies,  viz. 
Phoccena,  ( a ;  )  Delphis,  (b ;)  Orca, 
(e ;)  and  Leucas  (I;)  to  which  I 
now  add  a  fifth,  viz. 

r 

DELPHINUS  GANGETICUS, 

The  body  of  which  is  nearly  of 
a  lanceolate  fhape,  and  aimoft  round* 


*  Pennant  in  his  Britifh- Zoology,  makes  a  different  arrangement;  by  which  he 
places  the  Cete  among  it  the  fiihes,  dilinbuting  the  whole  into  three  grand  divifions, 
ift,  Cetaceous-fi  fh.  2d,  Cartaligin-ous-fifh.  And  3d,  Bony-filh.  But  in  the  fubdivi- 
fion  of  this  lath  grand  clafs,.  he  follows  Linnaeus. 

(a'  Ihe  Porpoife.  (Z>)  The  Dolphin,  (c)  The  Grampus*  ( d )  The  Beluga9 

•r  white  fiih  of  the  Ruffians.  '  1 

The 
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The  jaws,  long  and  Bender;  with 
ftxty  teeth  in  each.  No  dorfal 
fin. 

Soofoo  is  the  name  it  is  known 
by  amongft  the  Bengalefe  about 
Calcutta. 

They  are  found  in  great  numbers 
in  the  Ganges,  even  fo  far  up  as  it 
is  navigable,  but  feem  to  delight 
mod  in  the  How  moving  labyrinth 
of  rivers  and  creeks,  which  inter- 
feed  the  delta  of  that  river  to  the 
South,  S.  E.  and  Eaft,  of  Calcutta. 

DESCRIPTION. 

The  Body  (including  the  head)  Is 
of  an  ovate-lanceolate  fhape  ;  by 
which  term  I  mean  rather  long 
and  Bender,  thickeft  about  the 
fore  part,  from  thence  tapering 
to  the  tail;  from  the  anus  for¬ 
ward,  nearly  round  *.  The  fkin 
is  foft,  fmooth,  and  of  a  fhining 
pearl  grey,  or  lead  colour,  when 
dry;  with  here  and  there  lighter 
coloured  fpots,  or  clouds,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  old  ;  but  when 
the  animal  is  alive,  and  as  we 
then  fee  it  wet  when  it  rifes  to 
breathe,  it  appears  much  darker. 
The  length  of  the  individual, 
(a  young,  little  more  than  half 
grown  male,}  from  which  this 
defeription  is  taken,  fix  and  a 
half  feet,  and  at  the  thickeft 
part,  which  is  nearly  about,  or 
rather  behind,  the  pedtoral  fins, 
thr^e  in  circumference  :  the 
weight  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds. 

Head  obtufe,  fomewhat  earinated 
on  the  upper  and  anterior  part, 
fuddenly  tapering  to  a  long, 
Bender,  but  ftrong  beak,  or 
mouth;  (not  unlike  that  of  fome 
birds.)  The  jaws  are  ftrong, 
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though  Bender :  nearly  equal, 
and  a!  mo  ft  ftraight.  Taken 
fingly,  they  are  fab-cylindrical, 
and  without  lips,  or  any  other 
fuhftance  to  hide  the  teeth. 
Their  length  is  nearly  about  a 
fixth  part  of  the  length  of  the 
whole  animal,  beak  and  tail 
included. 

Teeth,  in  both  jaws  one  hundred 
and  twenty  ;  of  which  there  are 
thirty  in  each  fide  of  eac,h  jaw  ; 
thofe  before  are  longer,  {harper, 
more  approximated,  and  fome¬ 
what  incurved;  they  become 
gradually  fmaller,  fnorter,  and 
more  remote,  as  they  approach 
the  throat ;  and  are  fitted  to  lock 
into,  thofe  of  the  oppofite  jaw 
when  the  mouth  is  ftiut. 

Tongue  large,  oval,  firmly  attach¬ 
ed  in  its  whole  length  to  the 
integuments  which  conned  the 
pofterior  furcated  part  of  the 
lower  jaw. 

Eyes  exceedingly  minute,  being 
only  about  a  line  in  diameter, 
of  a  bright,  fhining,  blaekifti 
colour;  fituate  nearly  two  inches 
above  the  pofterior  angles  of  the 
mouth ;  and  funk  pretty  deep 
in  their  frnall  round  orbits. 

Fiftula,  or  fpout  hole,  is  fituate  on 
the  upper  part  or  crown  of  the 
head ;  it  is  linear,  and  fomewhat 
bent  like  the  letter  f. 

Ears  external,  two  fmall,  femilunar 
apertures,  confiderabiy  behind* 
and  a  little  above  the  eyes. 

Fins  pectoral,  of  an  oblique  fan« 
ftiapc,  about  nine  inches  long 
and  feven  broad  at  the  pofterior 
margin,  which  is  fcolloped ; 
beneath  their  {kin  may  be  felt 
the  bones,  extending  to  the  angles 
of  the  fcolloped  margin.  InfteRd 
ot  a  dorfal -fin,  there  is  only  a 


^  Eut  behind,  that  aperture,  the  vertical  diameter  exceeds  the  horizontal  confiderabiy. 

pro- 
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projecting  angle  about  half  way 
between  the  fiftula  and  tail. 

Tail  horizontal,  (as  in  the  reft  of 
the  order  Cete,)  crefcent  fhaped; 
expands,  at  the  extreme  points 
fourteen  inches.  Depth  of  the 
concave  fide  of  the  crefcent 
about  two  inches :  befides,  there 
is  a  fiflfure  in  the  center,  which 
penetrates  ,  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  farther  into  the  tail. 

Genital  organs  of  the  male.  The 
aperture  is  about  twelve  inches 
behind  the  infertion  of  the  pec¬ 
toral  fins,  and  about  ten  before 
the  anus.  The  member  itfelf, 
in  its  flaccid  ftate,  is  about  ten 
inches  long,  and  then  entirely 
hid  in  the  belly.  It  is  com- 
pofed  of  two  portions,  having 
their  limits  marked  by  twvo 
large  projecting  lobes,  affixed  to 
the  under  fide  :  thefe  are  of  a 
firm  liver-like  texture  and  colour. 
The  pofterior  portion  is  perfectly 
cylindric,  and  about  as  thick  as 
a  man's  finger;  the  anterior  part 
is  much  fmaller,  and  tapers  to  a 
fine  point  ;  they  are  nearly  of 
equal  lengths;  that  is,  about 
five  inches  each. 

The  female  has  not  yet.  been  ex¬ 
amined. 

When  in  purfuit  of  the  fifh  on 
which  it  feeds,  it  moves  with  great 
velocity,  and  uncommon  activity; 
but  at  ail  other  times,  fo  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  obferve,  or  learn 
the  motions  of  this  animal  are  flow 
and  heavy,  often  riling  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water  to  breathe. 

Between  the  fkin  and  the  flefh ,  is 
a  coat  of  pale  yellowifh  coloured 

*  Thefe  (Afcaris  Delphini  they  may  be 
almoft  white  colour,  tapering  little,  but  equ 
in  the  center  of  three  tubercles;  over  the  ai 
tail  of  the  animal 


fat,  more  or  lefs  thick,  according 
to  the  ftate  of  the  animal.  This 
the  Hindoos  fet  a  high  value  on, 
as  an  external  medicine,  of  great 
efficacy  for  removing  pains  of  vari¬ 
ous  kinds.  T  he  flefh  is  like  the 
lean  of  beef  in  colour,  nor  has  it 
any  difagreeable  fmell ;  yet,  fo  far 
as  I  can^  learn,"  the  natives  never 
eat  it. 

In  the  ftomach  were  found  only 
fome  grains  of  paddy,  (rice  in  the 
buffi,)  a  few  minute  fragments  of 
(hells,  and  many  living  aClive 
Afcarides*.  Notwithftanding  the 
contents  of  the  ftomach  of  this  in¬ 
dividual,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
animal  being  pifeivorous. 


The  Palm  Tree « 

From  Winterboitom*  s  A c count  of  the 
native  Africans  tiear  Sierra  Leone, 

AMONG  all  their  vegetable 
produCHons,  however,  there  is  none 
for  which  they  ought  to  be  more 
grateful  than  for  the  palm  tree,  one 
of  the  moft  ufefui  inhabitants  of 
the  foreft,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
greateft  ornaments.  The  leaves 
of  the  palm  tree  afford  an  excel- 
lent  qhatch  for  houfes,  and  a  kind  of 
hemp  of  which  fifhing  lines,  See, 
are  made.  The  inner  bark  is  ma¬ 
nufactured  into  a  thick  kind  of 
cloth,  on  various  parts  of  the  coaft  ; 
and  from  the  outer  bark  of  the 
young  tree  are  frequently  manufac¬ 
tured  baffiets,  mats,  See.  This 
tree  has  been  not  unaptly  compared 
to  the  maft  of  a  large  veffel,  having 
its  fummit  crowned  with  verdure. 

called)  are  about  two  inches  long,  of  a  pale 
ally  towards  each  end:  the  lrfouth  is  fituate 
ius  is  a  irnall  pointed  hornlet  on  the  obtuie 
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Its  fruit  *,  which  is  nearly  as  large 
as  a  hen’s  egg,  when  roafted  is  ef- 
teemed  a  great  delicacy,  and  yields 
the  palm  oil,  which  they  hold  in 
jnuch  efteem,  and  ufe  in  all  their 
dilhes  inftead  of  butter.  To  pro¬ 
cure  the  oil,  the  palm  nuts  are  ga¬ 
thered  when  ripe,  which  is  known 
by  their  fine  red  colour,  and  beat¬ 
en  in  a  mortar  until  the  pulp  is 
completely  feparat^d  from  the  nu* 
eleus.  A  quantity  of  water  is  then 
added,  and  the  whole  mafs  is  pour¬ 
ed  upon  a  kind  of  fieve,  formed 
of  fplit  bamboo.  The  water,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  pulpy  part  of  the 
nut,  paffes  through,  and  is  received 
into  a  large  iron  pot,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  the  fibrous  part  and  the  ftones  ; 
the  former  is  thrown  away,  but 
the  latter  are  referved.  The  pot, 
with  its  contents,  is  placed  upon 
the  fire  to  boil,  and  as  the  oil, 
which  is  of  a  crimfon  colour,  rifes, 
they  Ikim  it  off  for  ufe.  When  no 
more  oil  can  be  extracted  by  boil¬ 
ing,  the  contents  of  the  iron  pot 
are  poured  into  a  hole  dug  in  the 
ground,  and  when  the  water  has 
drained  off,  the  folid  part  is  taken 
out,  and  expofed  to  the  fun  to  dry. 
To  this  is  added,  in  order  to  form 
afoap,  a  quantity  of  the  fmall  unripe 
fruit  of  tne  papaw  lliced,  together 
with  a  certain  proportion  of  an  al¬ 
kaline  lixivium  obtained  by  burn¬ 
ing  the  leaves  and  ftems  of  the  plan- , 
tain  and  banana  trees,  and  the  cap- 
fulesof  the  wild  cotton  or  pullom  tree. 
The  afftes  are  put  into  a  kind  of  baf- 
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ket  compofed  of  bamboo,  and  w  ater 
is  poured  upon  them  fo  as  to  obtain  a 
faturated  folution  ;  the  ingredients* 
to  which  this  ley  k  added,  are  fre* 
quently  ftirred,  and  boiled  until 
they  become  ft  iff.  An  oil  is  alio 
extracted  from  the  kernels  of  the 
palm  nuts,  the  {hells  of  which  are 
broken  between  two  ftones,  and  the 
kernels  picked  out.  The  latter 
are  then  parched  in  an  iron  pot, 
and  afterwards  pounded  in  a  large 
mortar;  they  are  next  boiled  in 
water,  and  the  oil  {kimmed  off  as 
it  floats  on  the  furface.  This  is 
ufed  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  palm 
oil,  but  more  nearly  refembles  but« 
ter,  as  it  has  no  peculiar  fmelL 
This  oil  is  mentioned  by  Cada 
Mofto,  who  made  a  voyage  to  Se¬ 
negal,  in  the  year  1455.  He  fays, 
“  they  make  ufe  of  a  certain  oik 
in  the  preparation  of  their  victuals, 
though  I  could  not  learn  whence 
they  drew  it,  which  poffeffes  a.- 
three-fold  property,  that  of  fmel* 
ling  like  violets,  of  taking  like 
oil  of  olives,  and  of  tinging  visu¬ 
als  like  faffron,  with  a  colour  ftiii 
finer  t.”  Herodotus  appears  to 
deferibe  the  fame  kind  of  oil,  when, 
he  fays  the  Ethiopians  walk  them* 
felves  in  a  certain  fountain ,  which, 
renders  their  Ikins  as  fnining  as 
oil,  and  imparts  to  them  a  fmell 
like  violets  f.  To  this  caufe  he 
attributes  their  attaining  fo  great 
an  age,  that  of  1  20  years,  hence 
called  Macrobii,  or  long  lived* 
As  this  tree  does  not  grow  in  the 


*  The  fruit  of  the  palm  tree  is  thus  deferibed  by  Kroger,  who  viftted  this  ccaft  In  the 
year  1695.  “  The  negroes  made  a  prelent  to  us,  as  a  choice  banquet,  of  certain  iarge 

fruits  that  refemble  fmall  gourds,  but,  under  the  Ikin,  is  only  a  kind  of  fubftance  like 
drelfed  flax  :  they  caufe  them  to  be  roalled  under  embers,  and  afterwards  chew  them  to 
luck  out  the  juice,  wh.ich  is  as  yellow  as  laffron  ;  this  fruit  has  a  {tone  as  large  as  an  egg, 
and  as  hard  as  iron.” 

+  Voyages  of  the  Portuguese  during  the  15th  and  16th  centuries. 

\  Herodot.  Thalia,  23. 

* 
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Foola  country,  or  at  leaft  not  in 
fnfScient  abundance,  the  Foolas 
are  obliged  to  purchafe  the  oil,  of 
which  they  are  extremely  fond, 
from-  their  neighbours  *. 

o 

The  palm  tree,  moreover*  af¬ 
fords  the  natives  for  drink 

il  Its  freflming  wine. 

More  bounteous  fa r  than  all  the  frantic 
juice 

Which  Bacchus  pours. ’* 

To  procare  the  palm  wine  re¬ 
quires  no  fmall  degree  of  agility 
and  addrefs.  As  the  trunk  of  the 
tree  is  too  rough  to  allow  the  hands 
and  knees  to  be  applied  in  climbing 
to  its  fummit,  the  natives  ufe  a 
kind  of  hoop  of  an  elliptical  form, 
made  of  bamboo,  and  open  at  one 
fide*  The  perfon  about  to  afcend, 
firit  paffes  the  hoop  round  the  item 
©f  the  tree,  including  himfelf 
alfo,-  he  then  fallens  the  hoop 
by  twiding  its  two  ends  into 
a  kind  of  knot.  The  hands  are 
applied  to  the  Tides  of  the  hoop, 
while  the  feet  are  firmly  preffed 
aga]nft  the  tree,  and  the  lower 
part  of  the  back  fupported  by  the 
©p polite  end  of  the  hoop.  In 
order  to  advance,  the  perfon  thus 
prepared  draws  his  body  a  little 
forwards,  keeping  his  feet  Hea¬ 
dy,  and  at  the  fame  moment  flips 
the  hoop  a  little  higher  up  the  tree, 
after  which  he  advances  a  Hep  or 
two  with  his  feet.  In  this  manner 
he  alternately  raifes  the  hoop  and 
his  feet,  and  thus  advancing,  he 
gains  at  length  the  upper  part  of 
the  Hem,  juft  below  where  the 
.  branches  are  thrown  off.  Here, 
at  the  height  of  50  or  60  feet. 


with  no  other  fupport  than  the  pref. 
fure  of  his  fret  againft  the  tree,, 
and  of  his  back  againft  the  hoop, 
he  fits  with  perfect  compofure.  In 
a  fmall  bag  hung  round  his  neck  or 
arm  he  carries  an  auger  to  bore  the 
tree,  and  a  gourd  or  calibafh  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  wine.  A  hole  is  bored, 
about  half  an  inch  deep,  below  the 
crown  of  the  tree,  and  into  this  is 
inferted  a  leaf  rolled  up  like  a  fun¬ 
nel,  the  other  end  of  it  being  put 
into  the  mouth  of  a  calibafh  capa¬ 
ble  of  containing  feveral  quarts* 
which  is  filled  in  the  courfe  of  a 
fingle  night.  The  liquor  is  dif- 
charged  more  abundantly  during 
the  coolnefs  of  the  night  and  morn* 
ing  than  in  the  heat  of  the  day. 
About  a  quart  of  wine  may  thus  be 
•  procured  twice  a  day,  for  the  fpace 
of  a  month,  from  each  tree,  with¬ 
out  any  injury  to  it,  as  it  will 
yield  the  fame  quantity  for  many 
fucceeding  years.  If,  however, 
wine  be  taken  from  it  for  a  long¬ 
er  time  than  about  a  month,  the 
tree  either  dies,  or  requires  a  much 
longer  refpite  to  recover.  When 
the  palm  wine  ha's  been  drawn  off, 
■the  hole  is  carefully  filled  up  with 
mud,  to  prevent  inlefts  from  de- 
pofiring  their  eggs  in  it,  theiarvte 
of  which  would  deftroy  the  tree. 
Upon  the  Kroo  eoaft  it  is  the  cuf- 
toni  to  cut  the  tree  down,  and  to 
burn  or  fcorch  the  outfide  before 
they  tap  it,  probably  to  excite  a- 
degree  of  fermentation.  Palm 
wine,  when  frefli  drawn,  is  fweet, 
remarkably  cool  and  pleafant,  and 
very  much  refembles  whey  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  fomewhat  in  tafte. 
In  this  ftate  k  is  not  in  the  lea  ft 


*  The  oil  obtained  from  the  fruit  of  a  plant  called  filiicyprion  By  Herodotus,:  poflefifed 
feme  of  the  properties  of  that  of  the  palm  nut,  and  was  perhaps  fomewhat  o!  the  fame 
nature.  The  Egyptians  procured  it  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  the  Africans  obtaiQi 
their  palm  oil,  and  they  uf'ed  it  to  burn  in  their  lamps,  as  well  as  to  anoint  their  bodies* 
.notwkhibanding  its  unpleafimt  odour. 

,  .  degree 
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degree  intoxicating ;  but  after 
ftandinff  twenty-four  hours  it  en~ 
ters  into  the  vinous  fermentation, 
and  becomes  very  inebriating,  and 
on  that  account  is  preferred  by  the 
natives.  In  order  to  increafe  the 
intoxicating  effects  of  palm  wine, 
they  infufe  in  it  a  little  of  the  bark 
of  a  fpecies  of  plumb,  called  by  the 
Eulloms  rot ;  they  alfo  render  the 
natural  fermentation  more  brifk  by 
adding  the  lees  of  a  former  brew¬ 
ing  *.  When  drunk  to  excefs,  it 
is  faid  to  produce  a  violent  head¬ 
ache,  though  perhaps  only  in  thofe 
who  are  not  much  accuftomed  to 
it.  Palm  trees  fometimes  grow  in 
Tandy  places,  but  are  in  general  in¬ 
dicative  of  a  good  foil,  and  it  is 
further  remarked,  that  fS  wherever 
palm  trees  grow,  however  arid  the 
foil,  there  is  always  water  to  be 
found,  by  opening  the  ground  to 
the  depth  of  ten  to  fifteen  feet 
This  has  not  efcaped  the  obferva.. 
tion  of  the  Africans. 


Account  of  the  Cameleon . 

( From  Golberrf  s  Travels.) 

THE  cameleon,  an  animal  fo 
long  celebrated,  and  to  which  elo¬ 
quence  and  poetry,  have  attributed 
the  faculty  of  aflimring  the  colour 
of  every  objed  which  it  approach¬ 
es  ;  which  they  have  fo  frequent- 


\  r 

1  y  employed  to  embellifh  their 
metaphors,  and  which  they  have 
made  the  emblem  of  falfhood  and 
impofture,  yet- remains  unknown; 
and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
the  natural  hiftory  of  this  lingular 
reptile,  has  hitherto  been  explored 
only  in  a  faint  manner. 

Clafled  in  the  third  genus  of  Ha¬ 
zards,  the  cameleon  is  particularly1 
a  native'  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  it 
is  moft  common  in  the  burning 
countries  of  Africa ;  though  it- 
may  be  Teen  in  great  quantities  in 
the  weftern  parts  of  this  continent 
comprifed  between  Cape  Blanco 
and  Cape  Palmas ;  it  is  aftonifti. 
ingly  numerous  on  the  banks  of  the 
Senegal,  and  it  was  at  Me  St* 
Louis  during  the  winter  of  17 36, 
and  1787,  that  I  collesfted  a  great 
quantity  at  once,  on  which  I  made 
thofe  obfervations  which  will  form 
the  fubjed  of  this  chapter.  - 

One  of  the  mod;  extraordinary1 
charafteriftics  of  this  animal  is 
that  it  appears  to  be  compofed  of  a 
light  ‘offified  carcafe,  covered  with 
a  very  fubtile  and  tenuous  Ikin, 
which  is  as  it  were  entirely  desti¬ 
tute  of  fiefh  ;  and  when  moft  hand, 
fomc  in  appearance,  and  apparently 
moft  fat  and  beautiful,  it  is  in  re. 
ality  filled  only  witji  an  aeriform' 
fubftance,  which  it  is  capable  of 
imbibing  and  expelling  at  pleafure  ; 


*  Herodotus  informs  us,  that  the  palm  wine  was  procured  in  great  quantity  in  the 
province  of  Babylon.  From  the  fame  tree,  (phenix  dactylitera  ?)  he  fays,  was  obtained 
bread,  wine,  and  honey  p ,  This  latter  practice  is  explained  by  Dr.  Shaw,  who  fays, 
“  in  the  Eaft,  they,  on  great  occafions  of  feftivity,  cut  off  the  branches  of  a  ftrong  tree, 
and  Icoop  out  the  crown  or  top  of  the  trunk  into  the  form  of  a  bafem  ;  in  this  coliedts 
every  day  for  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  about  three  quarts  or  a  galion  of 
fluid,  tweeter  than,  and  of  the  conftftence  of  a  thin  fyrup,  which  foon,  however,  thick¬ 
ens,  ferments,  and  becomes  intoxicating.  This  quantity  of  fluid  daily  diminifhes,  and 
in  about  fix  weeks  or  two  months  the  tree  is  totally  exhaulled,  and  fit  only  to  be 
burnt  §.  it  is  probable  that  the  African  palm  tree  will  not  yield  a  fimilar  produce,  as 
the  natives  do  not  pradiife  this  method.  They  make  ufe  of  the  medullary  part  found  in 
the  crown  of  the  tree  as  an  article  of  food.  This  has  been  called  the  palm  cabbage, 
from  its  refem’olance  to  the  vegetable  of  that  name,  both  in  appearance  and  tafte. 
f  Vincent’s  Voyage  of  Nearchus. 

d  Clio,  193.  §  Travels  in  the  Levant. 

E  2  hence 
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btnce  it  may  be  conceived,  that 
fuch  animals  cannot  exift  but  in  the 
hotteft  climates,  and  that  exceffive 
warmth  alone  can  agree  with  its 
•Angular  organization. 

The  fize,  exterior  form,  See, 
©f  this  fpecies  of  lizard,  are  fuf- 
Adently  known  to  render  a  def- 
cription  of  them  here  unneceflfary  ; 
the  attention  and  refearches  of  na- 
iuralifts,  fhould  be  now  confined  to 
its  other  more  obvious  peculiarities, 
and  its  more  rare  and  lingular. pro¬ 
perties* 

There  are  many  phenomena  to 
be  found  in  the  cameleon,  which 
have  not  yet  been  fufficiently  ex¬ 
plained  or  demonftrated  ;  fuch  as 
Its  variation  of  colour  ;  its  abforp- 
iion  and  expulfion  of  air  at  plea¬ 
sure  ;  its  power  of  living  a  con¬ 
siderable  time,  without  taking  any 
|pnd  of  nourifhment  •  and  laftly, 
its  poiTeffing  certain  vifual  perfec¬ 
tions  and  advantages  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  are  found  in  no  other  work  of 
creation. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1786,  I  collected  at  one  time  many 
cameleons  of  all  fizes  and  ages,  and 
1  amufed  myfelf  with  obferving 
them,  with  confiderable  attention  • 
rny  firft  objed  was  direded  towards 
the  variations  of  colour  which  are 
obfervable  in  this  lizard,  and  on 
the  nature  and  alternation  of  thefe 
varieties. 

1  was  very  foon  convinced  that 
the  cameleon  does  not  affume  its 
colour  from  the  circumambient  ob¬ 
jects,  or  from  thofe  with  which  it 
may  be  covered,  but  that  the  alte¬ 
rations  which  its  natural  colour  un¬ 
dergoes  originates  entirely  in  the 
painful  fenfations  which  this  ani¬ 
mal  internally  experiences,  and  of 
which  it  is  Angularly,  fufceptible. 


Its  natural  colour  is  a  fine  em<?- 
raid  green.  Such  have  I  always 
feen  it,  when  in  a  ftate  of  liberty 
perched  like  a  parrot  on  the  branch 
of  fome  young  tree,  ornamented 
with  gay  foliage,  in  the  midft  of 
which,  it  is  with  much  difficulty 
perceived  ;  or  when  it  lazily  balks 
in,  or  creeps  along  the  frefti  grafs. 

At  this  time,  it  is  not  only  al¬ 
ways  of  that  fine  emerald  green 
colour,  but  it  is  alfo  in  its  moft 
healthful  and  corpulent  ftate. 
Hence,  it  appears  to  me,  that  to 
preferve  thefe  two  qualities,  a  ftate 
of  liberty,  and  the  power  of  living 
in  the  grafs,  or  in  the  midft  of  frefla 
foliage,  are  indifpenfable. 

From  the  moment  that  the  li¬ 
berty  and  fecurity  of  this  reptile 
was  either  conftrained  or  Inter¬ 
rupted,  I  could  perceive  very  pal¬ 
pable  alterations  in  the  brightnefs 
and  vivacity  of  its  colour,  and  in 
the  rotundity  of  its  form. 

It  may  be  confidently  afifcrted9 
that  the  cameleon  is  an  animal 
very  timid  and  fearful,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  equally  flow  and  indo¬ 
lent.  Its  very  fubfiftence  and 
health,  is  doubtlefs  owing  to  its 
colour,  for  from  this  circumftance, 
it  is  confounded  with  the  grafs  or 
leaves  in  the  midft  of  wrhich  it  de¬ 
lights  to  exift.  It  remains  im¬ 
moveable  when  on  the  branch  of  a 
tree  or  in  the  herbage ;  and  lolls 
out  its  glutinous  tongue,  which  re. 
fembles  an  earth- worm,  and  pof- 
feffes  moft  probably  fome  peculiar 
fme'll,  which  attra&s  the  little  in- 
feds  who  form  its  nouriftiment ; 
when  the  tongue  is  thus  covered 
with  a  fufficient  quantity,  it  imme¬ 
diately  draws  it  in  with  an  amaz¬ 
ing  rapidity. 

This  economy  is  inccffantly  re- 
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pasted,  and  always  with  fuccefs, 
for  the  infers  deceived  by  the  co- 
lour,  and  immobility  of  the  ca¬ 
meleon,  approach  without  fufpicion, 
and  are  taken  in  the  fnare. 

The  fine  green  of  the  Ikin  of 
this  lizard,  in  its  healthful  Hate, 
fo  completely  confounds  it  with 
the  trees  or  grafs  in  which  it  is 
hidden,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  dif- 
cover  it  except  by  chance ;  this 
brilliant  colour,  alfo  proves  its  fe- 
curity  againft  thofe  animals  who 
would  injure  it,  but  are  unable  to 
fee  or  diftinguifti  it  ;  in  ta<ft  it  re¬ 
quires  a  well-organized  fight  to 
make  this  difeovery. 

This  reptile,  therefore,  well 
knows  that  it  is  only  when  thus  con¬ 
founded  that  it  is  able  to  procure 
its  food,  and  efcape  its  enemies  : 
and  when  therefore,  it  is  deprived 
of  its  liberty,  and  deftitute  of  thefe 
advantages,  it  becomes  full  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  of  fear,  and  of  terror  ; 
its  life  is  one  continued  torment, 
and  it  fuftains  all  the  anguifh  of 
dread  :  its  health  vifibly  declines, 
and  the  frefhnefs  of  its  natu¬ 
ral  colour  rapidly  decays.  Thus 
whenever  I  took  a  cameleon  out 
of  the  grafs,  or  from  off  a 
branch  whereon  it  was  perched,  I 
perceived  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
not  only  a  very  obvious  alteration 
in  its  colour  which  began  to  fade, 
but  alfo  a  diminution  in  the  rotun¬ 
dity  of  its  body. 

If  1  placed  the  animal  on  the 
arid  fand,  or  on  the  floor,  or  in  a 
cage,  it  immediately  became  of  a 
yellow  tinge,  and  infenflbly  expel¬ 
led  the  air  with  which  it  was  in¬ 
flated  :  it  hence  decreafed  in  fize, 
and  the  fmallnefs  of  its  body  be¬ 
come  obvious  even  to.  the  na^ed 
eye.  » 

If  I  afterwards  replaced  it  ;n 
jhe  grafs,  or  on  t-fle  branch  of  a 


tree,  the  fine  green  colour  in  a 
fhort  time  returned,  and  its  body- 
expanded,  and  aflumed  its  wonted 
rotundity. 

Whenever  I  kept  my  cameleon* 
confined  in  a  cage,  and  there 
plagued  and  tormented  them,  1 
always  eaiily  fucceeded,  in  exciting 
a  degree  of  irritation  and  anger, 
which  they  manifefted  by  expiring 
the  air  fo  ftrong,  as  to  be  heard; 
they  likewife  became  thin,  and 
their  colour  gradually  became  dulL 
If  1  continued  to  difquiet  them, 
the  dull  green  changed  to  a  yellow 
tinge ;  then  to  yellow,  fpotted 
with  red  ;  next  a  yellow-brown, 
fpotted  with  red-brown  ;  then  a 
grey.-brown,  fpotted  with  black. ; 
and  laftly  from  (bade,  to  (hade,  they 
at  length  became  almqfl  black,  and 
more  and  more  thin.  Thefe  are 
the  only  colours  in  which  I  could 
fucceed  in  making  them  affume. 

After  having  thus  tormented 
and  kept  them  prisoners  during  a 
number  of  days,  I  fet  them  free. 
I  carried  them  to  a  tree,  or  into 
the  grafs ;  and  however  black  and 
meagre  they  were,  they  quickly 
affumed  their  green  colour,  and 
their  ufual  flatc  of  folidity. 

Reiterated  experiments  have 
therefore  convinced  me,  that  the 
cameleon,  in  a  ftate  of  perfect  li¬ 
berty,  is  always  fat,  and  of  a  green 
hue  ;  and  that  in  a  ftate  of  cap* 
tiyity,  not  only  its  colour  becomes 
changed,  but  its  health  alfo  expe¬ 
riences  an  alteration, 

I  have  often  wrapped  my  came- 
lions,  up  in  white,  red,  blue,  violet, 
green  and  yellow  fluffs,  and  left 
them  thus  for  whole  days  together  ; 
at  the  end  of  which,  when  I  vi.fi ted 
my  poor  captives,  I  found  them 
neither  white,  red,  blue,  violet, 
yellow,  nor  a  fine  green  ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  always  of  that  yel- 
E  3  low- 
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low-greep,  that  tarnifhed  yellow, 
or  that  grey-black,  which  they 
for  ever  affume,  when  in  diftrefs 
and  fuffering. 

The  tkih  of  the  cameleon  is  ex¬ 
tremely  fine  and  delicate,  and  very 
foft  and  cold  to  the  touch;  when 
examined  with  a  ftrong  lens,  on  the 
living  animal,  it  appeared  like  that 
kind  of  prepared  Ikin  which  is 
called  fhagreem 

This  epidermis  is  not  fhiny,  but 
it  is  fingularly  fine  and  elaftic. 
The  fmall  points  or  protuberances 
of  this  fhaereen  Ikin,  is  as  it  were 

O  J  0 

imperceptible,  and  hardly  difhn- 
guifhable  by  the  naked  eye. 
Though  it  is  exceflively  delicate, 
fine,  and  pliable,  it  has  notwith- 
ftanding  a  confiderable  degree  of 
tenacity,  and  is  likewife  gifted 
with  a  ftrong  elaftic  property,  as 
well  as  with  the  power  of  expand¬ 
ing  and  contracting  itfelf  at  plea- 
fure. 

It  is  doubtlefs  to  this  contex¬ 
ture,  to  this  kind  of  tiftiie,  which 
the  Ikin  of  the  cameleon  has,  that 
we  muft  attribute  its  facility  in 
varying  its  colour,  according  to 
the  degree  of  dilatation  or  con¬ 
traction  which  it  may  experience  : 
in  faCt,  we  may  fafely  afcribe  to 
this,  thofe  fudden  alternations  of 
colour  which  fo  much  aftonifh  us. 
But  whatever  it  may  be,  its  fine 
green  colour  is  always  a  fign  of 
fiappinefs  and  health,  and  it  never 
exifts  in  all  its  fplendour,  but  when 
the  animal  is  well  faturated  with 
the  atmofphere,  and  perfectly  free  : 
on  the  contrary*  when  it  is  in  a 
ftate  of  captivity  and  fuffering, 
this  lively  colour  fades,  and  pro- 
greftively  degenerates  from  a  fine 
emerald  green,  to  perfeCt  black, 
which  is  the  fign  of  its  greateft 
diftjefs  and  xnoft  poignant  grief, 


But,  in  my  opinion,  the'camele* 
on  pofteffes  a  ftill  more  aftonifhing 
faculty  than  this  of  varying  its 
colour,  viz.  that  of  expanding  and 
contracting  itfelf  at  pleafure.  With 
the  air  which  it  infpires,  it  is  ena¬ 
bled  to  expand;  but  how  fhall  we 
account  for  the  power  which  it  has, 
of  fwallowing,  retaining,  and,  as 
it  were,  directing  this  aeriform 
fluid,  fo  as  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of 
expanfion,  which  is  at  the  fame 
time  that  of  its  moft  perfeCt  health 
and  happinefs  ? 

What  therefore  is  its  peculiar 
organization,  whence  it  derives 
the  power,  not  only  of  inhaling  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  the  at- 
mofpheric  air,  but  likewife  of 
keeping,  abforbing,  and,  as  I  be¬ 
fore  faid,  of  directing  it  ?  for  the 
air,  infpired  by  the  cameleon,  does 
not  remain  in  its  breaft,  in  its  fto- 
mach,  or  in  its  inteftines ;  it 
fpreads  and  percolates  through 
every  part  of  its  body  ;  and  this 
fo  completely  and  fo  generally, 
that  it  is  every  where  fat  and 
plump  ;  at  the  very  extremities  of 
its  feet  and  tail ;  and  even  its  eyes 
are  affeCled,  for  they  become  more 
round  and  projected. 

It  muft  therefore  be  admitted, 
that  the  air  thus  inhaled  by  the  ca¬ 
meleon,  penetrates,  enters,  and  in- 
linuates  itfelf  into  every,  even  the 
minuteft,  part  of  the  body  ;  and  it 
is  likewife  certain,  that  this  facul¬ 
ty  of  imbibing  the  atmofpheric 
air,  is  very  extenftvely  poitefled; 
for  I  have  feen  my  cameleons,  after 
many  days  of  fafting,  or  inore  pro¬ 
perly  fpeaking  of  ftarving,  become 
aimoft  immediately  fat,  and  in  a 
ftate  of  the  fineft  plumpnefs.  In 
the  fame  manner,  I  havefometimes 
feen  them  remain  expanded  tor 
fifteen  days  together,  and  then  all 
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at'  once  decreafe,  fo  as  to  become 
nothing  but  {kin  and  bones. 

It  mull  not  be  fuppofed  that  the 
eameleon,  when  thus  in  a  ft  ate  of 
emhonboint ,  looks  merely  like  a 
bladder  blown  up  with  air.  It  has 
all  the  appearance  of  a  well  diftri- 
buted.  and  natural  plumpnefs,  and 
in  every  part  of  its  body  it  is  equal 
and  regular. 

In  its  utmoftftateof  contraflion, 
and  when  it  has  almoft  entirely 
voided  the  atmofpheric  air,  re  tain - 
ine  only  a  quantity  fuffieient  for 
the  prefervation  of  its  vital  facul¬ 
ties,  the  extreme  tenuity  of  its 
body  is  truly  aftonifhing.  The 
extraordinary  appearance  which  it 
prefects,  is  greatly  augmented 
when  the  animal  moves,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  when  it  convolves,  for 
it  then  looks  like  an  empty  fack 
Swifted  up. 

This  faculty  of  expanding  irfeif, 
fo  as  to  appear  abfolntely  full  and 
adipofe  ;  of  remaining  in'  this  {late 
for  whole  months,  or  only  for  a 
few  hours,  as  it  pleafes,  and  then 
contra&ing  itfelf,  fo  as  to  prefent 
a  mere  flefhlefs  body  ;  with  the 
fpine  of  its  back  pointed,  and  the 
flefh  of  its  lides  actually  united,  and 
apparently  but  of  one  piece,  is 
doubtlefs  one  cf  the  moil  extraor¬ 
dinary  circumftances  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  natural  hiftory  of  the 
eameleon  ;  and  the  caufe  of  which, 
though  but  little  known,  yet  feems 
worthy  of  the  utmoft  attention  and 
refearch  which  natural  ills  can  bef- 
tow. 

I  wifhed  to  convince  myfelf, 
how  far  we  might  admit  the  affer- 
tion,  that  the  eameleon  is  capable 
of  living  on  air,  and  exifting  for  a 
confiderable  time  without  eating. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  17 86, 
being  then  at  ifle  St,  Louis,  my 
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cameleons,  which  were  then  in 
their  full  ftrength,  were  deftined  to 
the  following  experiments.  I  was 
at  that  time  in  po'fiefiion  of  feven, 

I  took  five  of  them,  and  con¬ 
fined  them  feparately  in  a  cage  of 
iron  wire,  covered  all  over  with 
very  fine  gauze,  the  texture  of 
which  was  too  compa£l  to  admit 
any  infefl  to  enter.  I  then  fui* 
pended  rav  cages  by  means  of  cords 
and  pullies  to  the  ceiling  of  my 
chamber;  and  the  five  ropes  being 
united  at  the  extremities,  I  inclo* 
fed  them  in  a  little  wooden  boxs 
which  was  faflened  ngainft  the  wall, 
and  locked  with  a  key  ;  by  this 
precaution,  I  was  certain  no  perfon 
could  lower  down  the  cages,  to  con¬ 
vey  nourifliment  to  the  cameleons, 
and  therefore  the  abftinence  to 
which  they  were  condemned,  would 
be  abfolute,  and  unmitigated.  For 
the  fake  of  convenience,  I  fhall 
number  the  cages  1,  2,  3,  4,,  5. 

On  the  fir  ft  of  November,  1786, 

I  began  my  experiment;  and  vifiu 
ed  tour  times  in  the  fpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  my  unhappy 
captives  doomed,  to  perifh  by  fa* 
mine. 

in  a  few  days  they  became  thin, 
and  affumed  that  grey-black  colour 
which  is  the  certain  indication  ot 
their  diftrefs.  But  when  they  had 
attained  a  greater  degree  of  exility, 
they  remained  in  a  fixed  ftate during 
a  month  ;  fo  that  I  was  unable  ro 
perceive  any  fenfible  diminution  in 
their  ftrength  during  that  time. 

The  eagres  in  which  I  had  ccn- 
•  fined  them,  were  fifteen  inches 
high,  and  interfered  by  little  pieces 
of  wood  in  the  fame  manner  as 
bird-cages  are  in  general.  When-, 
ever  I  lowered  them  down,  to  ob- 
ferve  my  cameleons,  they  opened 
their  mouths,  and  expired  the  air 
K  4  very 
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Ver y  ftrongly  againft  me.  Thefe 
Expirations  were  eafily  lelt,  and 
became  even  audible. 

During  the  hr  ft  fix  weeks,  my 
prifoners  ufed  to  run  all  over  the 
cage  from  top  to  bottom.  In  the 
morning  I  moft  generally  found 
them  at  the  top;  but  towards  the 
end  of  the  fixth  week  1  perceived 
they  did  not  mount  fo  high,  and  at 
the  conclufion  of  two  months  they 
no  longer  quitted  the  bottom  of 
their  cage.  Their  tenuity  had 
now  become  exceftive  ;  their  weak- 
mefs  and  langour  was  very  obvious ; 
their  fkin  was  almcft  black,  and  I 
alfo  obferved  a  great  flownefs  in  the 
motion  of  their  eyes.  They  ftill 
preferved  the  faculty  of  expanding 
themfelves,  though  at  the  moft  not 
more  than  half  as  much  as  ufual ; 
their  bodies  were  never  perfectly 
diftended,  and  they  foon  contracted 
again. 

Towards  the  early  part  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  they  had  attained  to  fuch  a 
degree  of  thinnefs,  that  they  were 
mere  animated  fkeletons,  and  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  it  was  impoftible  for 
them  to  live  much  longer.  Mum- 
ber  3,  however,  which  died  the 
firft,  did  not  expire  till  the  aSthof 
January,  1787.  Number  1,  died 
on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month. 
Number  4,  expired  on  the  night  of 
the  13th  of  February  following. 
Number  fuftained  the  torment 
of  hunger  till  the  23d  of  February, 
on  the  rnopnipg  of  which  day  it  fell 
a  vidim. 

Number  2,  lived  till  the  24th  of 
February,  and  was  fo  weak  and 
emaciated,  that  I  was  ftrongly 
tempted  to  think  the  period  of  its 
exiftence  alfo  at  hand.  I  was  re- 
folved,  however,  to  fhew  it  fome 
mercy,  though  I  had  not  the  leaft 
reaftm  to  fuppofe  it  would  live.  It 


had  now  exifted  upon  air  three 
months  and  24  days.  I  liberated 
it,  and  carried  it  into  the  govern* 
ment  garden,  where  I  placed 
among  the  foliage;  in  fifteen  days 
it  regained  its  colour  and  ftrength, 
and  even  began  to  affurne  jts  uiuaj 
ft  ate  of  expanfion. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  it  ap* 
peared  once  more  green,  though  of 
a  very  faint  tinge,  and  it  had  en¬ 
tirely  recovered  its  faculty  of  fwel- 
ling  itfelf.  During  the  month  of 
April,  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  in 
total  poifeffioL  of  its  health  and 
ftrength.  At  the  end  of  this  month 
it  efcaped,  and  all  my  endeavours 
to  recover  it  were  totally  ineftec* 
tual ;  hence  I  could  not  fatisfy  my- 
felf  with  regard  to  the  perfect  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  health  of  my 
refufeitated  cameleon ;  though^ 
doubtlefs  the  long  abftinence  which 
it  had  fuftained,  mull  have  abridg¬ 
ed  the  duration  of  its  exiftence. 

From  the  feven  carneleons  which 
I  had  defttned  to  the  above-narra¬ 
ted  experiments,  I  {defied  two, 
which  I  confined  in  the  fame  cage 
without  any  nourhhment  what¬ 
ever. 

As  foon  as  they  were  inclofed 
together,  they  placed  themfelves 
oppofite  to  each  other  with  mutual 
looks  of  fteadinefs  ;  their  mouths 
open,  and  expelling  their  breath 
with  great  ene'rgy.  They  remain¬ 
ed  in  this  fituation  for  a  confuier- 
able  time  ;  though  it  was  eafy  to 
difeover,  from  their  looks,  that 
they  were  very  much  enraged,  and 
that  they  occafio.qed  mutual  fear 
a  pd  appreh e n  fi o  rj . 

One  entire  ftay  pa  Ted  in  this  at¬ 
titude  of  reciprocal  menace,  and  it 
was  only  towards  the  evening  that 
one  of  them  flowly  climbed  to  the 
top  of  the  cage ;  the  Qther  remain- 


/ 
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natural 

at  the  bottom  5  but  though  thus 
feparated,  they  conftantly  kept 
their  eyes  fixed  on  each  other ; 
their  mouths  remained  open,  and 
they  expelled  their  breath  with 
great  rapidity. 

On  the  following  morning,  I 
found  them  in  the  fame  attitude 
and  place  as  on  the  preceding  eve¬ 
ning  ;  but  there  had  been  a  battle 
between  therm  during  the  night, 
the  effetfts  of  which  were  eafy  to  be 
perceived  ;  for  I  faw  on  their  {kins 
various  wounds,  and  theveftiyes  of 
biting  ;  but  the  one  which  had  re¬ 
tired  to  the  top  of  the  cage,  had 
manifeftly  experienced  the  wont  of 
the  cpnfliift. 

Thefe  evidences  of  a  combat  be¬ 
tween  my  two  prifoners  excited  my 
curiofity*  and  I  obferved  them  with 
a  great  deal  of  attention*  but  no¬ 
thing  palled  between  them  during 
the  whole  day.  The  vanquilhed 
.one  remained  at  the  top  of  the  cage, 
while  the  conqueror  kept  his  place 
at  the  bottom. 

The  whole  day  pafled  in  this 
manner,  and  in  a  fort  of  immobili¬ 
ty,  during  which,  however,  they 
conftantly  looked  at  each  other, 
and  reciprocally  expelled  their 
breath  with  great  force. 

I  forefaw  that,  during  -the  fub~ 
fequent  night,  they  would  again 
wage  another  battle*  I  therefore 
hid  a  lighted  taper  in  an  adjoining 
chamber  ;  and  keeping  myfelf  per- 
fettly  ft  ill  in  th#  dark,  I  watched, 
during  the  night,  the  movements 
pf  the  two  cameleons. 

I  foon  heard  a  flight  noife  ;  thev 
did  not  emit  any  cries,  but  the  agi¬ 
tation  of  the  cage,  a  dull  move¬ 
ment,  and  a  eery  audible  and  {Irons: 

t  O 

expiration  of  their  breath,  all  con¬ 
curred  to  perfuade  me  that  my  two 
prifoners  were  now  engaged. 

i  therefore  lowered  the  cage 

3  < 
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down  to  the  floor  very  foftly,  and 
procuring  my  taper,  I  faw  my  two 
cameleons  grappled  together,  with 
their  talons,  and  biting  each  other's 
(ides  -with  great  vengeance. 

I  did  not  feparate  the  comba¬ 
tants,  but  the  appearance  of  the 
light, no  doubt,  excited  greater  fear 
in  them  than  they  had  before  ex¬ 
perienced  anger  ;  they  mutually 
ceafed  the  attack  ;  and  the  ftrongefl 
who  had  commenced  the  combat 
with  the  other  at  the  top  of  the 
C2ge*  now  defeended  to  the  bottom. 
His  antagonift  had  been  fadly  treat¬ 
ed  ;  his  body  was  covered  with 
wounds ;  his  flefh  was  almoft  tom 
off,  and  he  appeared  in  a  ftate  of 
extreme  laftitude. 

This  warfare  was  continued  for  * 
nine  fuccdfive  days,  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  the  one  which  had  re¬ 
gularly  been  vanquilhed  at  length 
fell,  and  I  found  him  dead  in  the 
’  bottom  of  the  cage,  where  his  car- 
cafe  lay  extended. 

The  conqueror  had  now  taken 
refuge  in  the  top  of  the  cage,  owing 
no  dcuot  to  the  horror  which  he 
felt  at  feeing  the  dead  body  of  his 
enemy.  He  lived,  however,  feven- 
teen  days  longer  without  eating, 
and  perifhed  from  inanition  and 
extreme  learmeis,  though  perhaps 
the  wounds  which  it  received  con- 
fiderably  haftened  its  end. 

Jt  now  remains  for  me  to  fpeak 
of  the  eyes  of  the  cameleon,  which 
certainly  poiTefs  forne  very  remark¬ 
able  Angularities.  The  eye-ball 
not  only  projects  much  farther  from 
the  head  than  that  ot  any  oiher 
animal,  but  its  exterior  furface  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  conically  formed,  and 
terminates  in  a  point.  The  eyes 
of  the  cameleon  are  covered  with  a 
membrane,  which  ferves  it  inftead 
of  an  eye-lid. 

This  membrane  is  like  a  cafe 

perforated 
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perforated  by  a  longitudinal  hole 
of  about  half  a  line  in  breadth  in 
its  wide  it  part  |  it  is  by  means  of 
this  orifice  that  the  animal  is  en¬ 
abled  to  fee,  and  expofes  to  view  a 
brown  coloured  pupil,  bordered  by 
a  fmall  circle  of  gold,  extremely 
bright  and  fhining.  This' cafe  is 
gifted  with  the  faculty  of  follow¬ 
ing  all  the  motions  of  the  eye,  in 
which  refpeft  it  differs  totally  from 
the  eye-lids  of  any  other  animal. 
‘With  regard  to  the  cameleon,  the 
motion  of  its  eye-lids  agree  fo  per¬ 
fectly  with  thofe  of  the  eye,  that 
they  are  abfolutely  one  and  the 
fame  ;  and  in  all  the  movements, 
the  little  aperture  of  the  eye-lid  is 
precifely  correfpondent  to  the  cen« 
tral  point  of  the  pupil. 

But  what  is  flill  more  lingular, 
and  which  I  believe  is  to  be  found 
in  no  other  animal  of  the  creation, 
is' the  faculty  which  the  cameleon 
poffeiTes  of  moving  its  eyes  in  every 
poffible  direCfion  ;  and  this  motion 
is  conduced  totally  independent  of 
each  other. 

The  cameleon  moves  one  of  its 
eyes,  while  the  other  remains  mo- 
iionlefs  ;  with  one  eye  he  looks 
before  him,  while  with  the  pther  he 
will  look  behind  ;  the  one  is  fome- 
times  directed  towards  the  heavens, 
m&  the  other  is  bent  towards  the 
zmtlio 


Thefe  oppofite  motions  are  petv 
formed  either  at  once,  or  alternate¬ 
ly,  with  aftonifhing  rapidity.  They 
are  carried  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
at  one  time  the  pupil  paffes  even 
under  the  projection  which  ferves 
for  the  eye-brow,  and  then  hidden- 
ly  buries  itfelf  in  the  corner  of  the 
Orbit,  b}r  which  means  the  animal 
readily  and  at  once  difcovers  the 
objects  which  are  placed  behind 
him,  and.  thofe  immediately  in  its 
front  without  moving  his  head  in 
the  leak  degree,  which  is  ilrongly 
confined  to  his  fhbulders. 

Thefe  rapid  evolutions  enable 
him  to  fee  at  once  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  and  inceffantly  to  obferve 
whatever  paffes  around  him. 

The  objeCt  of  this  perfeCl  con¬ 
formation  is  doubtlefs  the  perfona! 
fecurity  of  the  cartieleon,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  its  purfuit  of  fmall  in- 
feds  and  flies,  with  which  it  is 
nourifhed  ;  it  projeCfs  its  glutinous 
tongue,  and  leaves  it  pendant  on  the 
fide,  where  it  perceives  the  prey 
which  it  wifhes  to  entrap. 

I  have  now  faid  fufHcient  to 
prove,  that  the  cameleon  is  in  ma¬ 
ny  refpefts  a  very  extraordinary 
and  curious  animal,  and  that  it 
poffeffes  many  peculiarities,  which 
are  well  deferving  the  attention  of 
siaturaliffs. 
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l^ifl  of  Patents  for  New  Invention^ 
granted  during  the  Y  ear  1803. 


ROBERT  Wilfon,  ofthe  pari fh 
of  St.  Saviour,  Southwark, 
Surry,  plaifterer;  for  an  apparatus 
for  the  purpofe  of  Hopping  ungo¬ 
vernably  horfes.  Dated  January 


3o. 


Jofeph  Jacob,  of  Greek  Street, 
pf  the  parifh  of  St.  Anne,  Soho, 
Middlefex,  coachinaker  ;  for  a 
pietal  box  for  s  the  axle-trees  of 
wheels,  carriages,  mills,  engines, 
and  machines.  Dated  January 
20. 


George  Matcham,  of  the  city 
pf  Bath,  efquire  ;  for  a  principle 
or  mechanical  power  for  raifing 
weights,  in  preventing  ihips  from 
finking,  in  raifing  (hips  when 
funk,  in  rendering  Blips,  which 
are  difproportioned  to  fhallow 
water,  capable  of  entering  rivers, 
paffing  bars  or  lhoals,  or  otherwife 
moving  in  fhallow  water ;  and 
for  a  variety  of  other  ufeful  pur- 
pofes.  Dated  January  29. 

Edward  Stephens,  oi  the  city 
pf  Dublin,  for  a  furnace  Hove  or 


fire  place,  which  can  conveniently 
be  applied  to  the  burning  of  lime- 
ftone,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is 
ufed  for  the  heating  of  all  manner 
©f  corn  kilns,  evaporating  Hove, 
and  drying  houfes.  Dated  January 
29. 

James  Gayleard,  of  New  Bond 
Street,  Middlefex,  ftay-maker ; 
for  long  Hays,  and  corfetts,  on  an 
improved  confirudtion.  Dated 
February  1. 

Stephen  Hooper,  of  Walworth, 
Surry  ;  for  machines,  or  machinery, 
upon  improved  principles,  and  me¬ 
thods  of  ufrng  the  fame,  for  the 
purpofe  oPcleaning  Creeks,  bars  of 
harbours,  and  preventing  bars 
from  making.  Dated  February  3'. 

William  Henry  Clayfield,  of 
the  city  of  Briftol,  wine  merchant ; 
for  a  method  of  reducing  and  ex¬ 
tracting  lead,  and  other  metals, 
from  a  compound  fubPcance  com¬ 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  regu- 
lus.  Dated  February  1#. 

Timothy  Cobb,  of  Banbury, 
Oxfordlhire,  woollen  manufac¬ 
turer  ;  for  improvements  in  the 
manufacturing  a  certain  kind  of 

piece 
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piece  goods,  called  (bag,  or  plufh.  and  other  combined  materials® 


Dated  February  21. 

Jonathan  Woodhoufe,  of  Afhbey- 
de-la.  Zouch,  Leicefterfhire,  engi¬ 
neer;  for  a  method  of  forming  a 
call:  iron  rail,  or  plate,  Which  may 
be  tiled  in  making  iron  rail  roads, 


or  ways. 


fnr 
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the 


running  ©* 


worKing  ana 
carrts,  drays, 

in  -  public  and 
other’ Toads,  and  alfo  a  new  method 
fixing,  fattening,  and  lecuring, 


ef  waggons 
and  other  carriages, 


r 
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fuch  cab  iron  rail  or  plate  on  inch 


,  roans, 

'  Rob 


dated  February  28. 


Kir  wood,  of  Edinburgh, 
engraver  and  copper. plate  printer  ; 
for  improvements  on  the  copper- 
plate  printing  prefs.  Dated  J1  e- 
bruary,  28. 

Thomas  johnfon,  of  Bradbury, 
Chefhire,  weaver ;  for  a  method 
of  preparing  and  drelling  cotton 
warp.  Dated  February  28. 

Robert  Mafon,  of  Cumberland 
Street,  Portfea,  Hampfnire,  gentle¬ 
man  5  for  improvements  on  a  com¬ 
mon  waggon,  whepeby  the  fame 
may  be  feparated,  and  ufed  as  two 
carts,'  which  he  denominates  the 
Patent  Hampfhire  waggon.’* 
Dated  February  28. 

Benjamin  Haden,  of  the  parifh 
of  Sedgley,  Staffordshire,  bagging 
weaver  ;  for  an  improvement  in 
the  manufacture  of  Bagging,  for 
packing  of  nails'  and  other  purpofes. 
Dated  February  28. 

Barker  Chifney,  of  London, 
gentleman  ;  for  improvements  in 
the  manufacturing  and  preparing 
roofing  hates,  and  in  laying  the 
fame.  Dated  March  8. 

James  Bennet,  of  Oldham  Street, 
Manchefter,  Lancafhire,  manufac¬ 
turer  ;  for  a  method  of  felting 
woollen  cloth,  and  alfo  of  felting 
cloth  manufactured  of  fheeps  woo], 


Dated  March  10. 

Samuel  Miller,  of  the  parifh 
of  St,  Pancras,  Middlefex,  engi¬ 
neer;  for  his  improved  method  of 
applying  the  repelling  or  repulfive 
force  of  nature,  in  order  to  give 
a  {Longer  impulfe  to  any  fubftance 
or  body  in  motion,  as  well  as 
to  dellroy  the  bad  effects  of  its 
baneful  adivity.  Dated  March, 
16. 

Edward  Shorter,  of  New  Crane, 
Wapping,  Middlefex,  mechanic; 
for  an  apparatus  for  working  of 
pumps.  Dated  March  21. 

Robert  Clark,  of  Fitzroy-pljice, 
Middlefex.  inftrument  maker;  for 
improvements  in  the  conftrudion 
of  g  trufs,  to  be  worn  in  the  cafe 
of  rupture.  Dated  March  23. 

Deers  Egg,  of  the  parifh  of 
St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields,  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  gunmaker;  for  improvement 
upon-fire  arms.  Dated  March  23. 

William  Bainbridge,  of  Little 
Queen  Street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields, 
Middlefex,  mufician  ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  flageolet  or  englifh 
flute.  Dated  April  1. 

William  Boond,  of  Manchefter, 
Lancafhire,  cotton  manufadurer ; 
for  a  new  invented  manufadure 
of  mixed  and  coloured  cotton  vel¬ 
vets,  velveteens,  velverets,  thick- 
lets,  cords,  and  other  cotton  piece 
goods,  commonly  called  Lilians. 
Dated  April  5. 

Richard  Francis  Hawkins, 
Woolwich,  Kent,  gent, 
method  of  applying  a  certain  pow¬ 
er  to  the  working  oi  (hips  and 
other  windlaffes,  fhip  and  other 
winches,  cranes  and  other  purpofes, 
to  which  the  fame  hath  never  been 
employed.  Dated  April  3. 

John  Leach,  of  Merton  abbey, 


of 


for  a 


USEFUL  PROJECTS  65 


Surry*  calico  printer;  for  improve¬ 
ments  on  Steam  engine  boilers, 
which  improvements  are  applicable 
to  boilers  in  general.  Dated 
April  7. 

Daniel  Paulin  Davis,  of  Bloomf- 
bury  Square,  Middlefex ;  for  a 
method  of  cleanling  and  fweeping 
chimnies.  Dated  April  11. 

John  Todd,  of  Bolton,  Lan- 
Cafhire,  cotton  fpinner ;  for  a 
method  of  weaving  and  manufac¬ 
turing  woollen  cotton,  linen,  filk, 
and  worded  cloth  or  duffs;  and 
alfo  certain  improvements  on,  and 
additions  to  the  machines  ufed  in. 
weaving,  by  means  of  looms 
wrought  by  water,  fleam  engines, 
or  any  other  power.  Dated  April 
14. 

William  Horrccks,  of  Stockport, 
Chefhire,  cotton  manufacturer ; 
for  improvements  on  the  loom 
for  weaving  cotton,  and  other 
goods,  by  fleam  or  water.  Dated 
April  20. 

Samuel  Day,  of  Charter-houfe, 
Hinton,  Somerfetfhire,  efq. ;  for 
an  engine  or  time  piece, .  which 
he  denominates,  (C  The  Watch¬ 
man’s  NoCtuary  and  Labourer’s 
regulator.”  Dated  April  20. 

James  Hall,  of  Mellor,  in  the 
parifh  of  Gloffop,  Derbyfhire, 
weaver ;  for  improvements  upon 
Looms.  Dated  April  27. 

Elizabeth  .Bell,  of  Hampdead, 
Middlefex,  fpinder  ;  for  a  method 
of  fweeping  chimnies,  and  of  con- 
d meting  them  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  leffen  the  danger  and  incon¬ 
venience  from  fire  and  fmoke. 
Dated  May  io. 

George  Beaumont,  of  South 
Crofsland,  near  Huddersfield, 
Yorkshire,  and  Walter  Beaumont, 
of  the  fame  place,  manufacturer 
of  woollen  goods;  fora  mixture 


to  be  ufed  in  the  preparation 
of  fheep  or  lamb’s  wool,  for  vari” 
ous  purpofes.  Dated  May  17. 

Jofhun  Green,  of  Banbury,  Ox¬ 
fordshire,  manufacturer ;  for  a  me¬ 
thod  of  manufacturing  corded  and 
ribbed  fnags  or  plufhes,  compofed 
of  different  materials  on  a  princi¬ 
ple  entirely  new.  Dated  May  17, 

James  Roche,  of  King  Street, 
Holborn,  Middlefex,  gent. ;  for  a 
medicine  for  the  cure  of  the  hoop¬ 
ing  cough.  Dated  May  23. 

Chefler  Gould,  of  Red  Lion 
Street,  Clerkenwell,  Middlefex ; 
for  a  glafs  on  a  new  principle, 
to  be  ufed  by  mariners  at  fea, 
inftead  of  the  common  fand  piaffes 
'when  heaving  the  log,  for  the 
purpofe  of  ascertaining  the  (hip’s 
rate  of  failing  ;  and  alfo  for  other 
ufes,  either  on  land  or  at  fea* 
Dated  May  28. 

Thomas  Fulcher,  the  elder,  of 
Ipfwich,  Suffolk,  Surveyor  and 
Builder ;  for  a  water-proof  com- 
poiition,  in  imitation  of  Portland 
Stone,  for  fluccoing  and  walking 
new  and  old  ftone,  and  brick, 
buildings  ;  and  for  cementing  the 
joints,  and  tucking  and  pointing 
all  hone  and  brick  works  that 
require  proof  againfl  water  and 
damps.  Dated  May  28. 

John  Gamble,  of  Leicefler 
Square,  Middlefex,  gent. ;  for 
improvement  on  and  additions 
to  a  machine  for  making  paper  in 
fingle  lheets  without  Teams  or  join¬ 
ings.  Da  ted  June  7. 

John  Randall  Packham,  of 
White  Lion  ftreet,  Clerkenwell, 
Middlefex,  watchmaker ;  for  im¬ 
provements  on  a  lock  to  a  mufket, 
fufee,  carbine,  fowling-piece,  or 
piftol.  Dated  June  10. 

James  Fuffeil,  <gf  Mills,  Somer¬ 
fetfhire,  iron  manufadurer ;  i or 

a  method 
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a  method  of  working  water  wheels 
for  raifing  of  water*  and  in  a  great 
meafure,  preventing  water  wheels 
from  being  flooded,  and  other 
iifeful  purpofes.  Dated  June  14. 

John  Wood,  of  Manchefler, 
Lancafnire,  machine  maker;  for 
improvements  upon  machines  for 
fpinning  and  reeling  of  cotton. 
Dated  June  14, 

James  Thomlon,  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  bell  hanger;  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  hanging  of  bells, 
window  curtains,  window  and 
other  blinds.  Dated  June  14. 

John  Harriott,  of  Wapping 
Middlefex,  and  Edmund  Cobb 
Hurry,  of  Gofport,  Southampton, 
efqrs.  and  William  Crifpin,  of 
Gofport  aforefaid,  fii ip v/ right ;  for 
a  method  of  making  and  working 
windlafles.  Dated  June  14. 

Thomas  Newflead,  of  king- 
Aon  upon  Hull,  Yorkfhire,  Che- 
miA ;  for  a  method  of  preparing 
barrilla  and  kelp,  and  the  neutral 
faits  obtained  therefrom.  Dated 
June  18. 

Peter  Storck,  of  John  Street, 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  Middle¬ 
fex,  baker ;  for  a  fubflitute  for 
Brewer's  yeaft,  which  may  be 
made  and  ufed  in  all  weathers  and 
climates.  Dated  June  21. 

Thomas  Brown,  of  Alnwick, 
Northumberland,  whitefmith  ;  for 
a  machine  for  the  cutting-  of  to- 
bacco,  tallow  for  tallow  chandlers 
and  foap  boilers  ;  and  alfo  for  the 
cutting  of  turnips,  cabbages,  car¬ 
rots,  and  other  kind  of  roots,  for 
the  feeding  of  cattle.  Dated 
June  21. 

Jcfeph  Everett,  of  Salifbury, 
Wiltfhire,  clothier;  lor  an  article 
manufactured  of  different  materials, 
and  wove  in  a  peculiar  manner,  fo 
as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of 


velvet,  which  he  denominate# 
“  Salifbury  Angola  Moiefkind* 
Dated  June  28. 

George  Woods,  of  Barbicafl, 
in  the  city  of  London,  gentleman  ; 
for  a  method  of  conAfuCting  harps* 
harpfichords,  piano  fortes,  violins* 
guitars,  and  other  ftringed  muflcal 
inftruments.  Dated  June  28. 

Archibald  Earl  of  Dundonald  % 
for  a  method  of  treating  or  prepar¬ 
ing  hemp  and  flax,  fo  as  materially 
to  aid  the  operation  of  the  tools 
called  hackles,  in  the  diviflon  of 
the  flbres,  and  which  is  likewife 
attended  with  other  advantages* 
Dated  June  28, 

Edward  Warner,  the  younger, 
of  Little  New  Street*  in  the  city 
of  London,  brafs  founder ;  for  an 
improvement  upon  the  air  lamp, 
the  properties  whereof  confifl  in 
reflecting  a  more  general  and 
Aronger  light  by  means  of  certain 
valves,  and  a  newly  conAruCted 
burner.  Dated  June  29. 

James  Roberts,  of  Abbotflon 
Farm,  Southampton,  yeoman,  and 
George  Cathery,  of  New  Alref- 
ford,  in  the  fame  county,  gent. ; 
for  a  method  of  completely  and 
effectually  eradicating  fmut  from 
wheat ;  and  that  wheat,  when 
cleanfed  by  their  invention,  will 
produce  flour  of  as  good  quality 
and  value  as  flour  made  from  wheat 
of  the  beft  growth.  Dated  July  6. 

Jofeph  Man  ton,  of  Davies 
Street,  Berkley  Square,  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  George's  Hanover 
Square,  Middlefex,  gun-maker ; 
for  a  hammer  upon  a  new  conAruc- 
tion,  for  the  locks  of  all  kinds  of 
fowling-pieces  and  fmail  arms. 
Dated  July  6. 

James  Stuart,  of  London  Street, 
in  the  parifh  of  St.  DunAan, 
Stepney/  Middlefex  ;  for  a  method 

to 
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r®  (Lengthen  (hips  or  floating  vef- 
fels.  Dated  July  27. 

John  Norton  of  Roll’s  buildings. 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  London, 
mathematical  inftrument  maker  ; 
for  .an  improvement  in  the  con. 
Fraction  of  a  water  mill.  Dated 
July  28. 

Thomas Kentifli,  of  Baker  Street. 
North,  Portman  Square,  Middle¬ 
fex,  efq. ;  for  a  dewick,  for  the 
purpofe  of  more  expeditioufly, 
with  lefs  labour  and  at  Iefs  expence 
than  heretofore,  loading  and  un¬ 
loading  fhips  and  veflels,  removing 
heavy  bodies  in  any  direction, 
and  which  is.  alfo  applicable  to 
other  ufeful  purpofes.  Dated 
July  29. 

Arthur  Woolf,  of  Wood  Street, 
Spa  fields,  Middlefex,  engineer ; 
for  an  improved  apparatus  for  con¬ 
verting  water  or  other  liquid,  into 
vapour  or  fleam,  for  the  working 
of  fleam  engines,  for  the  heating 
of  water  or  other  liquid  employed 
in  brewing,  diftiiling,  dying, 
bleaching,  tanning  and  other  pro- 
cefles  connected  with  arts  and  ma¬ 
nufactures  ;  calculated  alio  to  make 
a  (Longer  extract  than  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  procefles  commonly 
in  ufe  from  a  given  quantity  of 
any  vegetable  or  other  fubflance 
from  which  extracts  are  or  may  be 
made  without  the  danger  of  burning, 
fcorching,  or  flnging,  fuch  vegeta¬ 
ble  or  other  fubflance,  and  applica¬ 
ble  to  various  other  procefles. 
Dated  July  29. 

Laver  Oliver,  of  Bury  St.  Ed-' 
raund’s,  Suffolk,  upholder  and  cabi¬ 
net  maker;  for  dining,  card,  pem- 
broke,  and  other  tables,  upon  an 
improved  conflruClion.  Dated 
Augufl  3. 

James  Hall,  of  Mellor,  in  the 
pariih  o(  GoiTop,  Derbylhire,  wea¬ 
ver;  for  an  improvement  to  the 


loom,  whereby  a  new  and  cheap 
method  of  perpetually  taking  away 
the  articles  woven  therein,  as  they 
are  woven,  is  effected.  Dated 

Augufl  3. 

Francis  Godbold,  of  Craven 
Street,  Weftminfler,  dice-maker  j 
for  new  invented  dice.  Dated 

Augufl  3. 

John  Edwards,  of  Vine  Street, 
Lambeth,  Surry,  engineer ;  for 
improvements  in  diftiiling,  rectify¬ 
ing,  and  dying,  whereby  the  famer 
will  be  confide  r  ably  accelerated, 
and  the  confumption  of  fuel  will 
be  materially  reduced.  Dated 

Augufl  3. 

Bryan  Donkin,  of  DartforcL, 
Kent,  mill-wright  ;  for  a  mode 
of  producing  a  rotatory  motio® 
applicable  to  ufeful  purpofes.  Dated 
Augufl  3. 

Michael  Logan,  of  Paradife 
ftreet,  in  the  pariih  of  St.  Mary 
Rotherhithe,  Surry,  engineer;  for 
a  confervative  lock  for  the  ufe  of 
inland  or  canal  navigation.  Dated 
Augufl  5. 

Cathcart  Dempfter,  of  St.  An¬ 
drews,  North  Britain,  gent.;  for 
improvements  in  the  manufacture 
of  canvas  or  ftrong  cloths,  of 
vegetable  materials,  for  fails,  tents, 
packages,  and  other  ufeful  purpofes. 
Dated  Augufl  30. 

Chefter  Gould,  of  Red  Li  ora 
ftreet,  Cl'erkenwell,  Middlefex, 
gent.  ;  for  an  hydrometer  on  a. 
new  principle,  for  the  purpofe  of 
ascertaining  t lie  flrength  of  [pints, 
and  determining  thefpecific  gravity 
of  fluids.  Dat'd  September  3. 

John  Ifaac  Hawkins,  late  of 
Borden  ten,  in  the  United  States 
of  A  meric  \y  now  reliding  in  King 
Street,  Cierkenwell,  Middlefex, 
Merchant ;  for  machinery  and  me¬ 
thods  for  writing,  painting,  draw. 
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ing,  filling  lines,  and  other  tilings ; 
and  for  applying  part  of  the  afore¬ 
said  machinery  to  other  ptirpofes. 
Dated  September  24. 

Robert  Ranfome,  of  Ipfwich, 
Suffolk,  iron  founder,  being  one 
of'  the  people  called  quakers; 
for  a  method  of  making  and  tem¬ 
pering  caft  iron'  plough-fhares, 
and  other  articles  of  caft  iron 
for  agricultural  ufes.  Dated  Sep¬ 
tember  24. 

Robert  Atkins,  of  Fenchurch 
ftreet,  in  the  city  of  London, 
mathematical  inftrument  maker ; 
for  improvements  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  hydrometers,  for  afcertain- 
ing  the  ftrength  of  fpirituous 
liquors ;  and  a  Hiding  rule  of 
correction  for  temperature  to  the 
hydrometer,  and  various  improve¬ 
ments  thereof.  Dated  October  3 1 , 

Edward  Thomafon,  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
button  2nd  toy  manufacturer; 
for  a  ,  new  mode  of  making- 
hearth  brufhes.  Dated  October 


31. 

Booth  Hodgefts,  of  Dudley, 
in  the  Count v  of  Worcefier,  nail 
ironmonger  ;  for  machinery  for 
rolling  iron  for  fhanks,  and 
for  forming  the  fame  into  fhanks 
for  nails.  Dated  November  8. 

Richard  Younger,  of  Pittman’s 
Buildings, OldStreet,  in  theCounty 
of  Middlefex,  gent. ;  for  an  impro¬ 
ved  method  of  extracting  worts 
from  malt,  barley  and  other  grains 
and  fubftances.  Dated  Novem¬ 
ber  12. 

William  Freemantle,  of  Bunhill 


row,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Luke, 
Old  Street,  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  watchmaker  ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  conft ruction  of  Steam 
Ermines.  Dated  November  1 7. 


James  Bevans,  of  Caffle  Streep 
City  Road,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  carpenter,  being  one 
of  the  fociety  of  the  people  callecf 
Quakers ;  for  methods  of  applying 
machinery  for  the  purpofes  of  more 
eXpeditioufly  {hiking  or  kicking 
mouldings,  and  for  rabetting^ 
ploughing,  or  grooving,  fluting, 
and  ex«avating  wood,  in  every 
manner,  now  ufually  performed  by 
any  kind  of  plane.  Dated  No¬ 
vember  1 9. 

George  Penton,  of  New  Street 
Square,  in  the  city  of  London, 
brafs  founder  ;  for  an  improvement 
on  lamps,  commonly  called  Ar- 
gand’s  lamps.  Dated  Novem¬ 
ber  19. 

James  Sturman  Searles,  of  little 
Alie  Street,  Goodman’s  fields, 
in  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Mary,  White¬ 
chapel,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gun  maker;  for  an  improvement 
or  improvements  to  be  applied  to 
any  kind  of  fire  arms  or  defenfive 
inftruments.  Dated  December  3. 

Charles  Wyatt,  of  New  Bridge 
Street,  in  the  City  of  London, 
Merchant ;  for  a  new  invented 
procefs  of  purifying  ardent  fpirits* 
Dated  December  21. 

Robert  Crofs,  of  Quaker’s  Brook 
within  Houghton,  in  the  County 
of  Lancafter,  tanner;  and  Thomas 
South  worth,  of  Houghton,  afore- 
faid,  cotton  manufacturer  ;  for  their 
new  invented  mbde  of  heating  fuch 
pans,  vats,  cifterns,  and  other  veffels 
as  are  required  to  be  heated  by  fire, 
and  ufed  for  working  Ream  engines, 
and  in  the  buftneffes  of  Calico 
printer,  dyer,  brewer,  paper  maker, 
bleacher,  fait  maker,  tanner,  and 
other  fuch  like  trades;  by  which 
invention  much  expence  will  be 
fayed,  not  only  in  the  fuel  to  be 
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ufed  in  the  heating  of  fuch  veffels, 
but  alfo  in  conftrucling  the  veffels 
themfelves.  Dated  December  3 1 . 


On  the  Nature  of  the  Varieties  of  en¬ 
grafted  Fruit-Trees ,  and  a  Flan 
for  increnfing  the  Number  of  nenjj 
valuable  Fruits.  By  Thomas 
Skyp  Dyot  Bucknal ,  Ejquire. 

From  the  Tra'nfaSiions  of  the  Society 
.  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts ,  M.a- 
nufadiureSy  mid  Commerce. 

SOME  friends  have  requeued 
that  I  would  introduce  another 
paper  on  the  nature  of  the  valuable 
varieties  of  engrafted  fruits,  as 
they  are  of  opinion  that  the  Kffay 
in  the  feventeenth  volume  of  the 
I  ranfacfions  of  the  Society  is  not 
fufficiently  extended  for  a  fubjeCt 
to  important  to  the  fruit-growers, 
and  thofe  interefted  in  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  fruits.  As  a  proof  of  my 
willingnefs  to  make  the  orchardift 
as  perfect  as  I  can,  I  beg  you  to 
prefent  my  compliments  to  the 
Society  with  the  iollowing  eluci¬ 
dations. 

This  is  a  fubjeCt  in  rural  eco¬ 
nomy  which  ought  to  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  underflood  than  it  is,  in  order 
to  enable  the  planters  to  judge  of 
the  forts  proper  to  be  planted, 
either  as  an  article  of  pleafure,  pro¬ 
fit,  or  recreation  ;  as  much  of  the 
credit  of  the  plantation  muff  arife 
from  judicioufly  choofing-trees  of 
the  beft,  new',  or  middle-aged 
forts,  and  not  of  the  old  worn-out 
varieties,  which  latter  cannot,  in 
the  planting  of  orchards  in  common 
fituations,  ever  form  valuable  trees , 
and  muff  end  in  the  difappointment 
of  the  planter. 

Engrafted  fruits,  I  have  before 
faid,  and  I  now  repeat,  are  not 
permanent.  Everv  one  of  the 

Vol.  XLV.  or  Vol,  III.  New 
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leaft  reflection  muff  fee  that  there 
is  an  effential  difference  between 
the  power  and  energy  of  a  feedling 
.plant,  and  the  tree  which  is  to  be 
raifed  from  cuttings  or  elongati¬ 
ons.  The  feedling  is  endued  with 
the  energies  of  nature,  while  the 
graft,  or  fcion,  is  nothing  more 
than  a  regular  elongation,  carried 
perhaps  through  the  feveral  repeat- 
ings  of  the  fame  variety  ;  whereas 
the  feed  from  having  been  placed 
in  the  earth,  germinates  and  be¬ 
comes  a  new  plant,  wherever  na» 
ture  permits  like  to  produce  like  in 
vegetation ;  as  in  the  oak,  beech* 
and  other  mail -bearing  trees.  Thefe 
latter  trees,  from  each  pafling 
through  the  ffate  of  feedlings,  are 
perfectly  continued,  and  endued 
with  the  functions  of  forming  per¬ 
fect  feeds  for  raifing  other  plants 
by  evolution,  to  the  continuance 
of  the  likefpecies. 

This  is  not  the  cafe  with  en» 
grafted  fruits.  They  are  doomed 
by  nature  to  continue  for  a  time, 
and  then  gradually  decline,  till  at 
laft  the  variety  is  totally  loft,  and 
foon  forgotten,  unlefs  recorded  by* 
tradition,  or  in  old  publications. 

Reafon,  with  which  Providence 
hasmoft  bountifully  bleffed  feme  of 
our  fpecies,  has  enabled  us,  when 
we  find  a  fuperior  variety,  to  en¬ 
graft  it  on  a  wilding  ftcck,  or  to 
raife  plants  from  layers  and  cut¬ 
tings,  or  even  to  raife  up  the  roots, 
arid  thus  to  multiply  our  fources  of 
comfort  and  pleafure.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  imply  that  the  mul¬ 
tiplication  of  the  fame  variety,  for 
it  is  no  more,  fhould  laft  for  ever, 
unlefs  the  fpecies  will  naturally 
arife  from  feed. 

Nature,  in  her  teaching,  fpeaks 
in  very#  intelligible  language ; 
which  language  is  conveyed  by  ex- 
Ser.  F  perience 
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perlenoe  and  observation.  Thus 
we  fee  that  among  promifcuous 
feeds  of  fruits  of  the  fame  fort,,  one 
or  more  may  arife,  whofe  fruits 
fhail  be  found  to  poffefs  a  value  far 
fuperior  to  the  reft  in  many  diftin- 
guifhable  properties.  From  ex¬ 
perience  alfo,  we  have  obtained 
the  power,  by  engrafting,  of  in- 
creafmg  the  number  of  this  newly- 
acquired  tree,  can  change  its 
country,  give  it  to  a  friend,  fend 
it  beyond  the  leas,  or  fill  a  kingdom 
with  that  fruit,  if  the  natives  are 
difpofed  fo  to  do.  Thus  we  Teem 
to  have  a  kind  of  creative  power 
in  our  own  hands. 

From  the  attention  lately  paid 
to  the  culture  of  engrafted  fruits, 
I  hope  we  are  now  enabled  to  con¬ 
tinue  a  fuppofed  happily-acquired 
tree,  when  we  can  find  it,  for  a 
much  longer  duration  than  if  fuch 
variety  had  been  left  in  the  date 
of  unaffifted  nature  ;  perhaps  I  may 
fay  for  a  duration  as  long  again, 
or  fortieth  mg  more.  After  thefe 
fanguine  expectations,  I  may  rea¬ 
sonably  be  aiked,  to  what  does  all 
this  amount  ?  for  here  there  is  no 
direct  permanency— -and  why  ? 
The  nvhy  is  very  obvious — -becaufe 
the  kernels  within  the  fruit,  which 
are  the  feed  of  the  plants  for  for¬ 
ming  the  next  generation  of  trees, 
will  not  produce  their  like.  I  al¬ 
low  they  may  do  fo  accidentally  ; 
but  nothing  more  can  be  depended 
on. 

For  example,  fuppofe  we  take 
ten  kernels  or  pipe-  of  any  apple 
raided  on  an  engrafted  dock :  fow 
them,  and  they  will  produce  ten 
different  varieties,  no  two  of  which 
will  be  alike  ;  nor  will  either  of 
them  clofely  refemble  the  fruit 
whence  the  feeds  were  collected. 
The  leaves  alfo  of  thofe  trees  raid¬ 


ed  from  the  fame  primogenious  or 
parent  flock,  will  not  actually  be  a 
copy  of  the  leaves  of  any  one  of 
the  varieties  or  family,  to  which 
each  is  connected  by  a  vegetable 
confanguinity.  I  intentionally 
ufed  the  word  actually ,  becaufe  a 
refemblance  may  be  found  though 
not  much  of  that  is  to  be  expect¬ 
ed. 

V 

I  beg  that  what  has  been  la  ft 
mentioned  may  not  be  taken  as  a 
difcouragement  to  attempts  for 
railing  new  varieties.  I  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  fpeak  very  ftrongly,  in  or¬ 
der  to  place  the  culture  upon  its 
true  foundation.  I  think  it  need 
not  be  obferved,  that  there  is  no 
acquiring  a  new  variety  but 
through  the  means  of  a  feed  ling 
plant  ;  and  therefore  whoever 
wifhes  to  fucceed  muft  attempt  it 
that  way,  or  wait  till  others  in 
their  plantations  may  more  fortu¬ 
nately  produce  it. 

In  choofing  the  feeds,  that  apple 
is  moft  likely  to  produce  the  clear¬ 
ed  and  fined  plants,  whofe  kernels 
are  firm,  large,  and  well  ripened* 
T  he  five  of  the  fruits  is  not  to  be 
regarded  ;  for  large  apples  do  not 
always  ripen  their  .fruit  well,  or 
rather  the  fmall  fruits  are  general¬ 
ly  preferred  for  making  the  flrong- 
eft,  higheft -flavoured  liquor.  And 
from  what  I  have  been  able  to  col¬ 
lect  in  the  cider- countries,  it  is 
there  the  opinion,  that  an  apple 
Something  above  the  improved  crab 
promifes  the  belt  fuccefs.  This 
advantage  alfo  attends  the  prac¬ 
tice  :  if  there  are  no  valuable  ap¬ 
ples  railed  from  that  attempt,  thefe 
wildings  will  make  excellent  flocks 
to  engraft  upon. 

O  r 

Gentlemen  who  actually  employ 
themfelves  in  .attempting  to  ac¬ 
quire  new  varieties,  fhould  remem¬ 
ber 
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ber  that  they  ought  to  feleft  all  the  It  is  an  undoubted  faft,  and 
fets,  from  the  bed  of  apple-quick,  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  all  the 
whofe  appearance  is  in  the  leaft  de-  different  trees  of  the  fame  variety 
gree  promifing,  and  plant  them  to-  have  a  wonderful  tendency  to  firnu 
gether,  at  fnch  a  difiance  as  to  al-  larity  of  appearance  among  theni- 
low  each  to  produce  its  fruit,  which  felves  ;  and  that  the  parent-flock, 
will  nappen  in  about  twelve,  fif-  and  all  engrafted  from  it,  have  a 
teen,  or  eighteen  years.  My  far  greater  refemblance  to  each 
frienci  Mr.  -tv-night,  who  undoubt-  other,  than  can  be  found  in  any 
edly  is  the  firft  in  aclual  exertions  part  of  the  animal  creation;  and 
for  procuring  thefe  happily,  acqui-  this  habit  does  not  vary  to  any  ex« 
red  new  varieties,  has  had  two  tent  of  age. 


plants  bear  fruit  at  fit  years  old, 
and  one  at  five.  The  cider-coim- 
tries  have  offered  feveral  premiums 
for  procuring  new  varieties,  and 
feme  with  good  effect.  Premiums 
have  been  given  both  to  Mr. 
Knight  and  Mr.  Alban. 


As  an  encouragement  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  increafe  the  number  of  new 
valuable  fruits,  we  can  prove  that 
the  Golden  Pippin  is  native  En- 
glifh.  The  Red-flreak  a  feedling 
of  Herefordfhire,  if  not  raifed,  yet 
was  firft  brought  into  notice  by 


hen  the  new  variety  is  to  be  Lord  Scudamore,  and  was  for  a 
raifed  from  a  valuable  admired  ap-  long  time  called  Scudamore’s  Crab, 
pie,  I  fhould  recommend  the  placing  The  Stire  Apple  was  accidentally 
thefe  feeds  in  a  garden-pot,  filled  raifed  in  the  Foreft  of  Dean,  in 
with  mould  from  an  old  melon-bed;  Gloucefterfhire,  and  took  the  name 
carrying  the  pot  into  a  retired  fi.  of  Foreft  Stire.  The  cider  made 


tuation  near  the  water,  and  giving 
attention  to  run  the  plants  to  as 
large  a  fize  as  is  convenient  within 
eighteen  months.  With  this  view, 
the  pot  fhould  be  placed  in  the 
green-houfe  the  firft  winter ;  and 


from  this  apple  was  the  ftrongeft 
the  country  ever  .produced,  accor¬ 
ding  to  any  living  record.  The 
Haglo-crab,  the  beft,  cider- fruit 
now  remaining,  was  difeovered  in 
the  parifh  of  Ecloe,  on  the  banks 


when  the  plants  are  afterwards  to  of  the  Severn  ;  and  about  fixty  or 
be  fet  out  in  the  fpots,  they  fhould  feventy  years  ago,  many  feions 
not  be  placed  under  the  drip  of  were  taken  from  this  tree  by  Mr* 
trees,  or  much  expofed  to  the  Bellamy,  and  engrafted  on  feedling- 
winds.  flocks  about  Rofs.  Thefe  are  now 

1  wo  inftances  have  been  men-  grown  old;  and,  to  afeertain  the 
tioned,  the  improved  crab,  and  age  of  the  variety,  I  went  with 
moft  admired  apple;  but  prudence  Charles' Edwin,  Efq.  to  Ecloes, 
fays,  rry  all  forts,  and  fomething  in  hopes  of  feeing  the  parent-ftock 
probably  will  a  rife  ;  and  the  pro-  of  this  family.  The  proprietor  of 


cefs  is  attended  with  little  trouble 

.  i 

or  expence  to  a  perfon  who  eon- 
ftantly  refides  in  the  country  :  yet, 
after  all  this  fcientific  care,  the  ap¬ 
ple  may  want  flavour,  and  be  in 
other  refpedfs  nothing  better  than 
a  corpjion  wilding. 


the  eftate  acquainted  Mr,  Edwin 
that  it  had  ceafed  to  bear  years  ago, 
and  was  cut  down.  Thofe  at  Rofs 
are  but  poor  bearers  now,  and  I 
fhould  fuppofe  the  variety  muft  be 
140  years  old,  though  MarfhaJ, 
who  wrote  in  the  year  1786,  men, 
F  2  tions 
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tions  thefe  trees  were  prolific,  rind 
he  fuppofes  the  fort  to  be  about 
eighty  years  old  ;  but,  from  pre- 
fent  experience,  it  muft  be  much 
more.  The  Tirrton-fquafh  pear  is 
of  Glouceftedhire  ;  the  Barland  and 
Old-field  were  near  Ledbury,  He- 
refordfhire/  The  two  laft  pears 
clearly  bear  the  names  of  the  two 
fields  where  they  were  raifed.  The 
Barland  fell  about  fix  years  ago, 
vifibly  from  weight  and  kmgevity, 
which  v/as  fuppofed  to  have  been 
about  200  years.  There  have 
been  many  other  names  of  eftima- 
tion  handed  down  to  us,  though 
the  realities  are  now  totally  worn 
out,  and  have  ceafed  to  exift. 
Can  any  better  proof  be  defired, 
that  engrafted  fruits  are  not  per¬ 
manent,  than  the  regret  we  feel 
for  the  lofs  of  thefe  old  valuable 
fruits  ? 

To  make  my  paper  as  (hort  as 
convenient,  X  have  dwelt  only  on 
the  apple  and  pear  ;  yet  all  the  en¬ 
grafted  fruits  are  under  the  fame 
predicament  of  the  feed  not  pro¬ 
ducing  its  like,  and  the  offspring 
in  time  falling  into  a  nothingnefs 
of  growth  and  bearing,  though 
that  fpace  of  time  mult  certainly 
depend  on  the  natural  longevity 
and  hardnefs  of  the  fort,  foil,  polk 
tion,  care,  &c.  All  thefe  are 
more  fully  expreffed  in  the  papers 
publifhed  in  the  different  volumes 
of  the  Tranfaftions  of  this  Society, 
and  the  two  volumes  of  the  Or- 
chardift,  wherein  the  whole  fvftem 
is  extended,  to  form  a  rational  cuL 
ture  for  the  management  of  ftan- 
dard  fruits. 

It  fhould  be  remembered,  that 
as  1  am  now  alluding  to  the  ftate 
of  adtual  permanency,  fifty  years 
are  to  be  accounted  as  nothing ; 
and  as  often  las  we  come  to  that 


point,  we  are  compelled  to  refort 
to  our  firft  afiertion,  (C  That  en¬ 
grafted  fruits  are  not  permanent, 
they  being  continued  from  elon¬ 
gations,  and  not  raifed  as  a  repe¬ 
tition  of  feeds.3’  This  is  the  only 
rational  way  as  yet  introduced  of 
accounting  for  the  lofs  of  the  valu¬ 
able  old  varieties  of  fruits.  Should 
a  better  fvftem  be  introduced,  I 
fhall  readily  adopt  it ;  but  this 
diffidently  anfwers  the  purpofes  of 
the  planter. 

Some  years  ago,  from  due  invef- 
tigation  and  thorough  conviction, 

I  propagated  this  principle  ;  and  it 
was  publifhed  in  the  feventeenth 
volume  of  the  Society’s  Tranfac- 
tions,  in  the  following  words  : 
“  All  the  grafts  taken  from  this 
firft  tree,  or  parent-ftock,  cr  any 
of  the  defeendants,  will  for  fome 
generations  thrive ;  but  when  this 
firft  flock  {hall,  by  mere  dint  of  old 
age,  fall  into  adtual  decay,  a  nihi¬ 
lity  of  vegetation — -the  defeendants, 
however  young,  or  in  whatever 
fi  tuition  they  may  be,  will  gra¬ 
dually  decline  ;  and,  from  that  time, 
it  would  be  imprudent,  in  point  oi 
profit,  to  attempt  propagating  that 
variety  from  any  of  them.  This 
is  the  dogma  which  muft  be  receiv¬ 
ed.  I  do  not  expedt  a  diredt  af- 
fent,  neither  do  I  with  it,  for  it 
fhould  be  taken  with  much  referve  ; 
but  it  is  undoubtedly  true.”  Thefe 
confiderations  fhould  ftimulate  us 
in  fearching  after  new  varieties, 
equal  or  perhaps  fuperior  to  tliofe 
of  which  we  regret  the  lofs. 

Ohferve  that,  from  the  time 
the  kernel  germinates  for  apple- 
quick,  fhould  the  plant  be  difpofed 
to  form  a  valuable  variety,  there 
will  appear  a  regular  progreffive 
change,  or  improvement,  in  the 
organization  of  the  leaves  until 
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that  variety  has  Hood,  and  grown 
fufHcient  to  bloffom,  and  come  into 
full  bearing  ;  that  is,  from  the 
Hate  of  infancy  to  maturity  ;  and 
it  is  this  and  other  circumftances 
by  which  the  inquifitive  eye  is 
enabled  to  form  the  feleclion  among 
thofe  appearing  likely  to  become 
valuable  fruits.  But  from  that 
time  the  new  variety,  or  fcleded 
plant,  compared  with  all  the  en. 
graftments  which  may  be  taken 
from  it,  or  any  of  them,  tliefe  fhall 
fbew  a  mod  undeviating  fameneis 
among  themfelves. 

t  is  readily  allowed,  that  the 
different  varieties  of  fruits  are 
eaiiiy  diftinguifhed  from  each  other 
by  many  particulars,  not  only  re- 
fpe&ing  their  general  fertility,  and 
the  form,  fize,  fhape,  and  flavour 
of  the  fruit,  but  alfo  the  manner  of 
the  growth  of  the  tree,  the  thick, 
nefs  and  proportion  of  the  twigs, 
their  (hooting  from  their  parent 
Hem,  the  form,  colour,  and  con- 
iifience  of  the  leaf,  and  many  other 
circumftances,  by  which  the  va¬ 
riety  can  be  identified ;  and  were 
it  poflible  to  engraft  each  variety 
upon  the  fame  flock,  they  would 
fliH  retain  their  diferirninating 
qualities,  with  the  utmoft  undevia¬ 
ting  certainty. 

The  proper  conclufion  to  be 
drawn  from  the  flatement  in  the 
laft  paragraph,  is  this — that  were 
any  one  to  put  the  thought  in  prac¬ 
tice  on  a  full-grown  hardy  or  crab 
flock,  it  would  produce  an  excel¬ 
lent  proof  that  engrafted  fruits  are 
not  permanent.  For  if  twenty 
different  varieties  were  placed  to¬ 
gether,  fo  that  each  might  receive 
its  nature  from  the  fame  flemj  they 
would  gradually  die  off  in  atflual 
jucceflion,  according  to  the  age  or 


ftate  of  health  of  the  refpe&ive  va¬ 
riety,  at  the  time  the  feions  were 
placed  in  the  flock;  and  a  dif- 
criminating  eye,  ufed  to  this  bu~ 
finefs,  would  nearly  be  able  to 
foretell  the  order  in  which  each 
felon  would  usually  decline. 
Should  it  alfo  happen  that  two  of 
three  fuckers  from  the  wilding 
flock  had  been  permitted  to  grow 
among  the  twenty  grafts,  fuch  fuck- 
ers  or  wildingfhoots  will  continue, 
and  make  a  tree  after  all  the  refl 
are  gone.  A  farther  confequence 
would  refult  from  the  experiment : 
among  fuch  a  number  of  varieties, 
each  of  the  free  growers  would  ftarve 
the  delicate,  and  drive  them  out  of 
exiftence  only  fo  much  the  fooner. 
It  mull  be  obferved,  that  this  fup. 
pofed  Aem  is  the  fofter- parent  to 
the  twenty  feions,  and  real  parent 
to  the  fuckers  ;  and  thofe  the  leaft 
converfant  with  engrafted  fruits 
know  the  advantage  acquired  from 
this  circumftance.  And  here  it  is 
worth  while  remarking,  that  a 
Gafcoyne,  or  wild  cherry,  will 
grow  to  twice  the  fize  that  ever  an 
engrafted  cherry  did. 

By  an  experiment  tve  have  had 
in  hand  for  five  years,  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  roots  and  ftem  of  a 
large  tree,  after  the  firft  fet  of  fei¬ 
ons  are  exhaufled  or  worn  out,  may 
carry  another  fet  for  many  years; 
and  wefufpeifl  a  third  fet,  provided 
the  engrafting  is  properly  done, 
and  the  engrafter  choofe$  a  new  va¬ 
riety.  Now  the  Riplion  Pippin, 
of  Yorkfhire,  is  the  favourite,  as 
being  a  free  grower  and  good  bear¬ 
er,  with  fine  fruit.  This  however 
may  certainly  be  depended  on, 
that  when  a  new  apple  is  railed 
from  feed,  if  a  feion  were  placed 
in  a  retired  fituation,  and  con- 
^  3  ftantly 
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ftantly  cut  down,  as  a  ftool  in  a 
copfe-wood,  and  the  apple  never 
fuffered  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of 
nature  in  bearing  fruit,  the  practi¬ 
tioners  of  the  following  ages  may 
fecure  fcions  from  that  ftool,  to 
continue  the  variety  much  longer. 
Hence,  though  I  have  written  as 
much  as  is  in  my  power  againft 
permanency,  yet  1  have  taken  feme 
pains  to  allure  the  planters,  that 
forecaft,  feleftion,  pruning,  clean- 
linefs,  and  care,  will  make  the  or¬ 
chards  turn  to  more  profit  for  the 
rifmg  generations  than  what  they 
have  done  for  the  laft  hundred 
years. 

To  place  the  nature 'of  varieties 
in  its  true  light,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  public,  I  mull  main¬ 
tain,  that  the  different  varieties  of 
the  apple  will,  after  a  certain  time,, 
decline,  and  aftually  die  away,  and 
each  variety,  or  all  of  the  fame 
Hem  or  family,  will  lofe  their  ex- 
illence  in  vegetation  ;  and  yet  it 
is  a  known  fad,  and  mentioned  in 
the  feventeenth  volume  of  the 
Tranfaftions,  that  after  the  debili¬ 
ty  of  age  has  actually  taken  poffef-  . 
lion  of  any  variety,  it  will  yet 
thrive  by  being  placed  againft  a 
fouthern  wall,  and  treated  as  wall- 
fruit.  Who,  however,  can  afford 
to  raife  cider  at  that  expence,  ex¬ 
cept  as  matter  of  curiofity,  to 
prove,  that  when  the  vital  princi¬ 
ple  in  vegetation  is  nearly  exhauft- 
ed,  a  fupefior  care  and  warmth 
will  Hill  keep  the  variety  in  ex¬ 
igence  feme  time  longer  ? 

It  Ihould  be  underltocd,  that  the 
external  air  of  Bri  tain  is  rather  too 
cold  for  the  delicate  fruits,  which 
is  the  reafon  why,  in  the  Orchard- 
ill,  I  lay  fuch  a  llrefs  on  procu" 
ring  nvarmth  for  the  trees,  by 


draining ,  J 'belter ,  and  manure .  It 
would  be  now  loft  time  to  attempt 
to  recover  the  old  varieties,  as  an 
article  of  profit. 

If  I  have  not  exprelfcd  myfelf 
in  this  Effay  on  the  Nature  of  Va¬ 
rieties,  with  fo  much  clearnefs  and 
conviction  as  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  it  Ihould  be  confidered  that 
it  is  an  abjtrufe  fubjeft,  very  little 
underftood,  and  requiring  at  tirft 
fome  degree  of  faith ,  objeroiation, 
and  perf tolerance*  The  prejudices 
of  mankind  revolt  againft  it.  1  hey 
are  not  difpofed  to  allow  the  dif- 
tinftion  of  nature ;  and  ihey  ima¬ 
gine,  that  in  the  aft  of  engrafting 
or  multiplying  they  give  new  life, 
whereas  it  is  ofty  continuing  the 
exiftence  of  the  fame  tree,  Hick,  or 
bud.  Obferve  what  I  faid  be¬ 
fore  : — the  feed  of  the  apple,  when 
placed  in  the  earth,  germinates,  and 
unfolds  itfelf  into  a  new  plant, 
which  fuccefiively  palfes  through 
the  flages  of  infancy,  maturity, 
and  decay,  like  its  predecelfors . 
I  might  fay,  all -created  nature  is 
fimilar  in  this  refpeft ;  though, 
from  the  cireumftance  that  varieties 
are  much  longer  lived  than  man, 
the  plants  have  appeared  to  be  poi- 
felfed  ot  eternal  powers  ol  duration  ; 
nothing  fublunary,  however,  which 
poffeftes  either  animal  or  vegeta¬ 
ble  life,  is  exempt  from  ’age  and 
death.  '  • '  '• 

Whithin  the  laft  twenty  years 
I  have  travelled  many  hundred 
miles,  and  converfed  with  the  moft 
intelligent  men  in  each  country ; 
and  I  now  want  to  convince  man¬ 
kind,  for  no  oi  her  reafon  than  be- 
caufe  it  is  their  intereft  fo  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  there  is  in  creation  an 
order  of  beings  (engrafted  fruits) 
fo  formed,  that  we  have  the  power 
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of  multiplying  a  {ingle  variety,  to 
whatever  number  of  rrees  we 
pleafe ; — that  the  firfl  fet  arifes 
from  a  fmall  feed  — that  the  next 
and  defcendant  fets  are  propagated 
by  engraftings,  or  from  cuttings, 
layers,  &c.  ; — and  that  although 
thefe  trees  may  amount  to  millions, 
yet,  on  the  death  of  the  primoge- 
nious  or  parent- flock,  merely  from 
old  age,  or  nihility  of  growth,  each 
individual  {hall  decline,  in  what¬ 
ever  country  they  may  be,  or  how. 
ever  endued  with  youth  and  health. 

I  fay  they  fhall  gradually  begin  to 
decline  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  time, 
or  of  centuries,  to  thofe  who  would 
prefer  that  exprefiion,  the  whole 
'variety  will  fcarcely  have  a  Angle 
tree  remaining  to  (how  what  the 
fruit  was.  Let  thofe  who  are  not 
difpofed  to  aflent  to  this  ftatement, 
alk  themfelves  what  is  become  of 
the  oldlofl  varieties  ?  did  they  die, 
or  did  wicked  men  malicioufly  cut 
them  up  ? 

I,  who  am  firmly  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  what  I  have  advanced 
on  this  fubjedt,  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  fame  would  happen  by  en¬ 
grafting  on  the  oak  or  beech,  if  the 
mail  railed  from  the  engrafted  tree 
did  not  produce  the  like  ;  for  there 
the  quefticn  turns. 

It  is  not  known,  that  the  wood¬ 


man  in  fetting  out  his  fapling  oaks 
always  feleds  new  feedling  plants, 
and  never  continues  one  upon  an 
old  flool  ;  and  that  if  he  (hould  fo 
blunder,  that  tree,  from  the  flool, 
will  neither  have  the  freedom  of 
growth,  nor  the  fize  nor  firninefs 
of  timber,  equal  to  a  new-raifed 
plant. 

I  wifn  I  could  perfuade  my 
friends,  that  with  the  Lime  atten¬ 
tion  with  which  the  woodman  adts, 
the  planter  is  to  raife  his  orchard 
from  the  young  fruits  which  thrive 
in  the  neighbourhood,  or  are  in 
health,  and  full. bearing  in  the 
country  whence  they  are  to  be 
brought. 

The  fruit-grower  {hould  look  to 
feledtion,  cleanlinefs,  and  care. 
'Fo  me  it  is  a  circumftance  perfect¬ 
ly  indifferent,  whether  he  is  to  ufe 
Mr.  ForfytlFs  compofition,  Mr. 
Bullinghands  boiled  linfeed  oil,  or 
my  medication.  I  only  maintain 
that  the  wounded  parts  of  trees 
want  fomething  to  deftroy  the  in- 
feds  and  vermin,  and  heal  the 
wood,  from  which  the  trees  are 
kept  in  health. 

Let  thofe  who  are  blefled  with 
fruit-plantations  attend  to  their 
prefer vation,  and  not  leave  them 
to  the  ftate  of  unaflifled  nature. 
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Remarks  on  ctGtmmal  Ring  by  Robert 
Smith ,  Efq,  F *  i?.  5.  and  F.  A.  S, 

( From  Archcelogia  V A.  XI V. ) 

Sir* 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  exhibit 
to  the  Society  a  curious  Girnmal 
Gem  mow  Ring  ;  which  was  dug 
up,  a  few  months  ago,  by  the  work¬ 
men  employed  on  Tome  buildings 
belonging  to  George  Shepley  Efq. 
at  Horlley-down,  in  Surry.  It 
was  difcovered  about  eight  or  nine 
feet  below  the  furfa.ce  of  the  earth, 
in  what  is  called  made-ground,  but 
which  appeared  to  have  lain  undif- 
turbed  for  a  confiderable  length  of 
time.  Other  rings,  and  many 
ancient  copper  coins  and  medals, 
both  Roman  and  Englilh,  were 
found  near  the  fame  fpot ;  as  were 
the  {keletons  of  feveral  human  bo¬ 
dies. 

This  Ring  is  conftrudled,  as  the 
name  imports,  of  twin  or  double 
hoops,  which  play  one  within  ano¬ 
ther,  like  the  links  of  a  chain.  Each 
hoop  has  one  of  its  Tides  fiat,  the 
other  convex  ;  each  is  twilled  once 
round,  and  each  fur  mounted  by  a 
hand,  ilfuing  from  an  embofled 
xanpy.work  wrift  or  fleevej  the 


V 


hand  riling  fomewhat  above  the 
circle,  and  extending  in  the  fame 
direction,  The  courfe  of  the  twill, 
in  each  hoop,  is  made  to  correfpond 
with  that  of  its  counterpart,  fo  that 
on  bringing  together  the  fiat  fur, 
faces  of  the  hoops,  the  latter  im¬ 
mediately  unite  in  one  ring.  On 
the  lower  hand,  or  that  of  which 
the  palm  is  uppermoft,  is  reprefent, 
ed  a  heart ;  and,  as  the  hoops  clofe, 
the  hands  Hide  into  contadl,  form 
with  their  ornamented  wrifts,  a 
head  to  the  whole.  The  device 
thus  prefents  a  triple  emblem  of 
love,  fidelity  and  union.  Upon 
the  flat  fide  of  the  hoops  are  engra¬ 
ven  <(  Ufe  de  Verm,”  in  Roman 
capitals ;  and,  qn  the  infide  of  the 
lower  wrift,  the  figures  t(  990. 
The  whole  is  of  fine  gold,  and 
weighs  two  pennyweights  four 
grains. 

It  is  of  foreign  workmanlhip, 
probably  French,  and  appears  to 
be  of  no  great  antiquity  ;  perhaps 
about  the  reign  of  our  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  :  for  though  the  time  of  the 
introduction  into  Europe  of  the 
Arabic  numerals  be  referred  by 
fome  to  an  asra  nearly  correfpond  ing 
with  the  figures  on  the  Ring,  the  bet. 
ter  opinion  feems  to  be,  that  the  Ara~ 
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l>ian  method  of  notation  was  un¬ 
known  to  the  Europeans  until  about 
the  middle  of  the  13th  century.  I 
conje&ure,  therefore,  that  the  fi¬ 
gures  were  meant  to  eJtprefs,  not  a 
date,  but  the  artiiVs  number  ;  fuch 
as  we  fee  ft  ill  engraven  on  watches. 
The  workmanfhip  is  not  incurious  ; 
and  as  the  Ring  fur  nifhes  a  genuine 
fpecimen  of  the  gimmal  (a  term 
now  almoft  forgotten),  I  prefume 
to  offer  it  to  the  notice  of  the 
Society. 

Rings,  it  is  well  known,  are  of 
great  antiquity  ;  and,  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  world,  denoted  authority 
and  government.  Thefe  were  com- 
mwnlcated,  fymbolically,  by  the 
delivery  of  a  ring  to  the  perfon 
on  whom  they  were  meant  to  be 
conferred.  Thus  Pharaoh,  when 
he  committed  the  government  of 
Egypt  to  jofeph,  took  the  ring 
from  his  finger  and  gave  it  to 
Jofeph,  as  a  token  of  the  authority 
with  which  he  inverted  him.  So 
alfo  did  Ahafuerus  to  his  favourite 
Haman,  and  to  Mordecai,  who 
fucceeded  him  in  his  dignity 

In  conformity  to  this  ancient 
ufage,  recorded  in  the  Bible,  the 
Chriftian  church  afterward  adopted 
the  ceremony  of  the  ring  in  mar¬ 
riage,  as  afymbolof  the  authority 
which  the  hufband  gave  the  wife 
over  his  houfehold,  and  over  the 
“  earthly  goods’'  with  which  he 
endowed  her. 

But  the  Gimmal  Ring  is  com¬ 
paratively  of  modern  date,  It 
Should  feem  that  we  are  indebted 
for  the  defign  to  the  ingenious 
fancies  of  our  Gallic  neighbours, 
whofe  ikill  in  diveriifying  the 
fymbols  of  the  tender  paflion  has 


IT 

continued  unrivalled,  and  in  the 
language  of  whofe  country  the 
mottoes  employed  on  almoft  all  the 
amorous  trifles  are  ftill  to  be  found. 
And  it  rnuft  be  allowed,  that  the 
double  hoop,  each  apparently  free 
yet  infeparable,  both  formed  for 
uniting,  and  complete  only  in  their 
union,  affords  a  not  unapt  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  married  ftate. 

Among  die  numerouslove- tokens 
which  lovers  have  prefented  to 
their  miftreftes,  in  all  ages,  the 
ring  bears  a  confpicuous  part ;  nor 
is  any  more  likely  than  the  gimmal 
to  u  fteal  the  imprcfiion  of  a 
miftrefs’s  fantafy,”  as  none  fo  clear¬ 
ly  expreftes  its  errand.  In  the 
{(  Midfummer-Night’s  Dream”  of 
Shakfpeare,  where  Egeus  accufes 
Lyfander,  before  the  Duke,  of  hav¬ 
ing  inveigled  his  daughter’s  affec¬ 
tions,  or,  as  the  old  man  expreffes 
it,  i(  witch’d  the  bofom”  of  his 
child,  he  exclaims, 

“  Thou  haft  given  her  rhimes. 

And  interchang’d  love-tokens  with  my 
child  : 

Thou  haft,  by  moon-light,  at  her  window 
lung, 

With  feigning  voice,  verfes  of  feigning 
love ; 

And  ftol’n  the  impreffion  of  her  fantafie, 
With  bracelets  of  thy  hair,  rings,  gawds, 
conceits.” 

From  a  Ample  love-token,  the 
gimmal  was  at  length  converted 
into  the  more  ferious  ((  fponfaliunt 
annulus or  l  ing  of  affiance.  The 
lover  putting  his  finger  through 
one  of  the  hoops,  and  his  miftrefs 
her’s  through  the  other,  were  thus, 
fymbolically,  yoked  together ;  a 
yoke  which  neither  could  be  faid 
wholly  to  wear,  one  half  being 
allotted  to  the  other  *. 


*  Among  the  explanations  given  of  Gemmellus,  by  R.  Stephens,  in  his  Thefaurus, 
49  the  following,  “  Gemellos  quoque  vocat  Paulus  Equos  forte  bijuges,  id  eft,  binos  & 
geminos  conjungi  folitos  :  ut  in  1.  proinde  D.  ad  legem  Aquil.  Veluti  fiquis  ex  comcedis, 
AUtfymphomacis?autgemeliis?  aut  tpuadrig*,  aut  pari  mularum  unum  vel  unam  Occident.” 

And 
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And  in  this  ufe  of  the  gimmal 
may  be  feen  typified,  a  community 
of  interefts,  mutual  forbearance, 
and  a  participation  of  authority. 

The  French  term  for  it  is, 

foi,”  or  £(  alliance  which 
latter  word,  in  the  Diftionnaire 
de  Trevoux,”  is  defined,  “  bggue 
©u  jonc  que  1’acccrde  donne  a  fon 
accordee  oil  il  y  a  tin  lii  d’or,  et 
un  fil  d  ’argent.”  This  definition 
not  only  {hews  the  oceafion  of  its 
ufe,  but  fuppofes  the  two  hoops  to 
be  compofed,  one  of  gold  the  other 
©f  filver ;  a  diftinftion  evidently 
meant  to  charafterife  the  bride¬ 
groom  and  bride.  Thus  Columella 
calls  thofe  vines  which  produce 
two  different  forts  of  grapes, 
*{  Gemellas  vites.” 

Our  Englifh  gloffaries  afford 
but  little  information  on  the  fuh- 
jeft.  Minfhew  refers  the  reader 
from  gimmal  to  gemcw  ;  the  form¬ 
er  he  derives  from'  “  gemellus,” 
the  latter  from  the  French 

jumeau  and  he  explains  the 
Gemow  Ring  to  ffgnify,  c(  double 
or  twinnes,  becaufe  they  be  rings 
with  two  or  more  links.”  Nei¬ 
ther  of  the  word's  is  in  Junius, 
Skinner  and  Ainfworth  deduce 
gimmal  from  the  fame  Latin  origin, 
and  fuppofe  it  to  be  irfed  only 
of  feme  thing  confining  of  corref- 
pondent  parts,  or  double.  Dr. 
Johnfon  gives  it  a  more  extenfive 
fignification  ;  he  explains  gimmal 
to  mean,  t(  fome  little  quaint  devi¬ 
ces,  or  pieces  of  machinery,”  and 
refers  to  Hanmer:  but  he  inclines 
to  think  the  name  gradually  cor¬ 
rupted  from  geometry  or  geometri¬ 
cal,  becaufe,  fays  he,  ((  any  thing 
done  by  occult  means  is  vulgarly 
faid  to  be  done  by  geometry.” 

The  word  is  not  in  Chaucer, 
nor  in  Spenfer;  yet  both  Blount 


in  bis  <(  GlofTog.raphy,”  and  Phi¬ 
lips  in  his  (t  World  of  Words,” 
have-geminals ;  which  they  inter¬ 
pret  twins. 

Shakefpeare  has  gimmal  in  two' 
or  three  places  ;  though  none  of  the 
commentators  feem  thoroughly  to 
underftand  the  term.  The  rnoft 
ff  riking  paffage  is  that  in'  Xi  The 
Midfummer-  Night’s  Dream,” 
Aft  IV.  Scene  1. — Hermia  and 
Helena,  with  their  lovers,  Deme¬ 
trius  and  Lyfander,  having  juft 
awaked  from  the  dream  which 
gives  name  to  the  play,  are  rela» 
ting  the  changes  which  they  per¬ 
ceived  to  have  taken  place  in  their 
affeftions,  during  fleep.  Hermia 
remarks.  ■„ 

11  Methinks,  I  fee  thefe  things  with  parted 

e>  e ; 

When  every  thing  feems  doub'e.” 

Helena  ftizes  the  idea  which  the 
word  double  prelected,  and  beauti¬ 
fully  expands  it,  in  a  manner  al- 
moft  peculiar  to  the  author.  Ap¬ 
plying  it  inftantly  to  her  lover, 
Demetrius,  who  had  afted  two  fuch 
different  parts  that  night,  that  file 
could  hardly  even  then  know  whe¬ 
ther  to  count  or  not  upon  his  love, 
fhe  replies, 

“  So  methinks; 

And  I  have  found  Demetrius  like  a  jewel. 
Mine  own  and  not  mine  own.” 

Warburton,  perceiving  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  text,  in  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  word  jewel,  reads  the 
paffage  thus : 

“  And  I  have  found  Demetrius  like  a 
gemell, 

Mine  own,  and  not  mine  own.” 

But  knowing  nothing-  of  the 
Gimmal  Ring,  or  not  iccollefting' 

its 
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its  ufe,  He  derives  his  emendation 
from  gemellus,  a  twin  and  there 
flops.  Johnfoo  notices  the  bifhop’s 
observation,  and  adds,  “  this  emen¬ 
dation  is  ingenious  enough  to  de¬ 
fer  vc  to  be  true  ;55  but  he  proceeds 
no  far  her  nor  does  the  late  Mr. 
Steevens,  in  commenting  upon  this 
pafTage,  make  any  mention  of  the 
Gimmal  Ring;  which  alone  can 
remove  the  obfcurity  oi  the  Taft 
line,  and  render  the  whole  intelii- 
gibje.  One  half  of  the  Gimmal 
Ring,  as  I  before  obferved,  being 
.worn  by  the  lover,  the  other  by 
his  mill  refs,  it  might  with  theftric- 
teft  truth  be  predicated,  as  well  of 
his  part  as  of  her’s,  when  either 
fpake  of  it, 

u  it  is 

Mine  own  and  not  mine  own.” 


Or,  as  the  lawyers  exprefs  the  ten¬ 
ure  by  joint  tenancy,  they  were 
each  “  feifed  per  mie  &  per  tout 
that  is,  each  of  each  half,  and  each 
of  the  whole,  by  a  unity  of  title 
and  pofTeffion.  “  No  other  in¬ 
terpretation,55  (to  ufe  your  own 
words,  in  the  note,  which  you 
gave  me  on  the  above  pafTage), 
“in  my  humble  opinion,  makes 
the  pafTage  worthy  of  Shakefpeare.5  5 

Gimmal  again  occurs,  in  “  King 
.Henry  the  Fifth,55  Aft  IV.  Scene 
II.  where  the  French  lords  are 
proudly  fcoffing  at  the  condition 
of  the  Engiifh  army.  Grandpree 
fays, 

«  The  horfemen  fit  like  fixed  candlefticks, 
With  torch-ftaves  in  their  hands;  and  their 
poor  jades 

Lob  down  their  heads,  drsppingjthe  hide 
and  hips : 

The  gum  down-roping  from  their  pale  dead 
eyes; 

/ 


And  in  their  pale  dull  mouths  the  gim¬ 
mal  bit 

Lies  foul  with  chaw’d  grafs,  {till  and 
motionlefs.” 


We  may  underhand  the  gimmal 
bit,  therefore,  to  mean  either  a 
double  bit,  in  the  ordinary  fenfe  of 
the  word,  (duplex),  or,  which  is 
more  appropriate,  a  bit  compofed 
of  links,  playing  one  within  another 
(gemellus.) 

The  laft  pafTage  which  I  fhall 
notice,  is,  that  in  the  “  Firft  part 
of  king  Henry  the  Sixth,55  Aft  I. 
Scene  il,  in  which  gimmal  Teems 
to  carry  the  broad  fignification 
affigned  to  it  by  Dr.  Jobnfon.  In 
the  fcene  before  Orleans,  after  the 
French  had  been  beaten  back  with 
great  lofs,  Charles  and  his  Lords 
are  concerting  together  the  farther 
meafures  to  be  purfued.  The  king 
fays. 


“  Let’s  leave  this  town,  for  they  are  hair- 
brain’d  flaves, 

And  hunger  will  enforce  them  to  be  more 

eager : 

Of  old  I  know  them;  rather  with  their 
teeth 

The  walls  they’ll  tear  down,  than  forfake 
the  fiege. 


To  which  Reignier  fubjoins. 


“  I  think,  by  fome  odd  ghnmah  ordcvice. 
Their  arms  are  fet,  like  clocks,  it  ill  to 
ftrike  on ; 

Elfe  they  could  ne’er  hold  out  fo,  as  they 
do. 

By  my  confent  we’ll  e’en  let  them  alone. 

/  * 
Some  of  the  commentators  have 
the  following  note  upon  this  pafTage, 
“  A  gimmal  is  a  piece  of  jointed 
work,  where  one  piece  moves  with¬ 
in  another ;  whence  it  is  taken  at 
large  for  an  engine.  It  is  now  vul¬ 
garly  called  “  Gimcrack.” 


And 
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And  in  Ainfworth’s  Thefaurus, 
the  Latin  given  for  gimmal,  or 
gimraer,  is,  machine  quaedam  ; 
without  mentioning  of  what  kind, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir,  your  moil  obedient 

Bafinghall  Street,  and  mod  humble 
'  6  Dec.  iSeo.  Servant, 

ROBERT  SMITH. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Brand,  Secretary  to 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of 
London. 


On  the  Carve  of  Trophonius . 

(from  Faber’s  Differtation  on  the 
Mjferies  of  the  Cabiri.) 

PORPHYRY  concludes  his  trea- 
tife  with  a  variety  of  refined  remarks 
upon  the  olive  which  Homer  repre- 
fents  as  overfhadowing  the  Nym- 
phean  cavern.  None  of  them  how¬ 
ever  are  in  the  lead  degree  fatisfac- 
tory,  excepting  his  obfervation, 
that  fuppliants  were  accuftome^.  to 
bear  olive  branches  in  their  hands, 
from  which  they  augured,  that  the 
gloom  of  their  prefent  calamities 
would  be  exchanged  for  light,  hap- 
pinefs,  and  profperity  *.  Here  we 
have  fome  remains  of  the  original 
matter  of  fadl,  though  completely 
mifunder&ocd  and  perverted  by 
Porphyry.  The  olive  in  the  Myf- 
teries  was  commemorative  of  the 
olive-branch  brought  back  to 
Noah  by  the  dove  :  and  it  was  the 
propitious  omen,  that  the  patri¬ 


arch  and  his  family  would  fpeedily 
emerge  from  the  gloom  of  the  Ark 
to  the  light  of  day  ;  that  they  would 
exchange  their  confinement  for 
liberty  ;  and  that  they  would  each 
foon  be  able  to  exclaim  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  myftagogue,  tc  I  have 
efcaped  an  evil,  I  have  found  a 
better  loti.”  With  a  firnilar  al- 
lufion  to  the  hiftory  of  the  deluge, 
tjie  priefls  of  Mithras  were  By  led 
Hierocoraces,  or  facred  ravens 
and  the  oracular  priefteffes  ofHam- 
mon,  Peieiades,  or  doves  §  :  while, 
in  confequence  of  the  clofe  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  dove  and  the  olive,  a 
particular  fpecies  of  that  tree  was 
denominated  Columbus  jj. 

Thefe  remarks  upon  the  treatife 
of  Porphyry  will  prepare  us  for  the 
examination  of  feveral  other  Mi- 
thratic  caverns  ;  one  of  the  moff: 
celebrated  of  which  was  that  of 
Trophcnius  in  Beotia. 

Upon  the  death  of  Orchomenus, 
whom  I  have  (hewn  to  be  Orca- 
Menu,  or  the  arkite  Noah,  his 
kingdom  was  fuppofed  to  have  de¬ 
volved  to  Ciymenus,  the  grandfon 
of  Phrixus.  Ciymenus  was  Bain 
by  the  Thebans  at  the  feftival  of 
the  Oncheftian  or  oceanic  Nep¬ 
tune,  and  he  was  fucceeded  by  his 
eldeft  fon  Erginus,  the  father  of 
Trophonius  and  Agamedes.  Tro- 
phonius  is  faid  to  have  been  nurfed 
by  Ceres-Europa  ;  and  he  had  a 
confecrated  grove  near  the  city 
Orchomenus,  and  in  it  a  famous 
oracular  cavern.  Upon  the  bank 
of  the  adjacent  river  Hood  a  fmall 


*  Aimrtu  h  <w et^a-ewca  ro  m;  &e<pv rev/xivne  sXata;  svfx£o\ov,  o  *ri  <aro vs  . 

Fv  vait  Xiv&Hais  xat  bur vptats  rc i(  thaias  SteXEiac  etc  to  Xsujtuy  avrmq 

r«  ®-Kox£t»ev  vay  xivfomy  ^.sraSaAXsiv  ottt zuQfxsvoi*  Porh.  de  Ant.  Nymph,  p.  260. 
270. 

i  E$vy*v  staxov,  ilgov  afxeiv oy.  Vide  fupra  vol.  i,  p.  2,76. 

£  Ban.  JVIythol.  vol.  i.  p.  289. 

C  Herod,  lib.  ii.  cap.  55. 
jj  A  then.  Deipnof.  lib.  ii,  p.  56. 
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temple  of  the  nymph  Hercyna, 
who  was  worfhipped  in  conjunction 
with  him,  and  who  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  the  companion  of 
Proferpine.  Near  the  river  was 
alfo  a  tumulus,  faid  to  be  the  monu¬ 
ment  of  a  perfon  called  Arceiu 
laus ;  and  a  chapel,  dedicated  to 
Ceres- Europa.  Within  the  ca¬ 
vern  were  ftatues  of  T rophonius  and 
Hercyna,  holding  in  their  hands 
rods,  around  which  ferpents  were 
intwined.  Not  far  from  the  oracle 
was  a  ftatue  of  Jupiter-Pluvius  : 
and,  upon  the  fummit  of  the  hill, 
a  temple  of  Apollo  ;  another  of 
Proferpine,  and  Jupiter;  and  a 
third  of  Juno,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn. 
The  rivulet  itfelf  was  named  Her¬ 
cyna  ;  and  the  cavern,  which  Pau- 
fanias  informs  us  was  artificial, 
was  fo  contrived,  that  the  dream 
flowed  out  of  it.  When  any  perfon 
wifhed  to  confult  the  oracle,  he  was 
firft  wafhed  in  this  confecrated 
water  by  two  youths,  each  of  whom 
bore  the  title  of  Mercury  or  Caf- 
milus.  He  was  then  direCfed  to 
drink  of  the  dreams  of  Lethe  and 
Mnemofyne ;  the  firft  of  which 
removed  from  his  recollection  all 
profane  thoughts,  and  the  fecond 
enabled  him  to  remember  whatever 
he  might  fee  in  the  cave.  After¬ 
wards  he  was  drefled  in  a  linen 
robe,  and  conducted  in  folemn  pro- 
ceflion  to  the  oracle.  The  mouth 
of  the  cavern  was  fhaped  like  an 
oven*,  being  extremely  narrow 
and  deep,;  and  the  method  of  def- 
cending  into  it  was  by  means  of 
a  fmall  ladder.  Arriving  at  the 


bottom,  the  votary  found  another 
cave  ;  the  entrance  into  which  was 
yet  more  draight  than  that  of  the 
former.  Here  he  prodrated  him- 
felf  upon  the  ground,  holding,  in 
either  hand  the  offerings  to  Tro- 
phonius,  which  confided  of  cakes 
mixed  with  honey.  Immediately 
his  feet  werefeized,  and  his  whole 
body  was  drawn  into  the  cavern* 
by  the  agency  of  fome  invifible 
power.  Here  he  beheld  fucli  vi~ 
fions,  and  heard  fuch  voices,  as 
feemed  bed  to  the  tutelary  deity  of 
the  place.  The  refponfe  being 
given,  he  forthwith  felt  himfelf 
conveyed  out  of  the  cavern,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  he  had  been 
drawn  in,  his  feet  in  both  cafes 
being  foremod.  As  foon  as  he 
once  more  emerged  to  open  day, 
he  was  conducted  by  the  officiating 
prieds  to  the  chair  of  Mnemofyne, 
and  ftri&ly  interrogated  with  ref- 
pe£t  to  what  he  had  feen  or  heard. 
Generally  fpeaking  however, 
through  the  operation  doubtlefs  of 
fuperftitious  terror,  the  votary  was 
drawn  up  in  a  fwoon.  In  this  cafe 
he  was  carried  to  the  temple  cf  the 
Good  Genius,  till  he  fhould  have 
come  to  himfelf  again  ;  after 
which  he  was  required  to  write 
down  the  anfwer  of  the  oracle  in 
a  book  kept  fpecially  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Paufanias  adds,  that  he  gave 
this  account  from  his  own  perfonai 
knowledge,  for  that  he  had  had 
curiofity  to  defeend  himfelf  into 
the  cave  and  to  confult  tire  godf. 

From  this  defeription  of  the 
cavern  of  Trophonius  the  reader 


*  Freni  the  circumftance  of  the  mouths  of  the  artificial  Mithratic  grottoes  being  thus 
fhaped  originated  the  notion  of  the  more  modern  Perfians,  that  the  waters  of  the  deluge 
burft  forth  from  the  oven  of  an  old  woman,  called  Zala-Cupha.  In  libro  Pharh.  Sur. 
memoratur  mons  illuftris,  ubi  tunc  habitavit  Noah,  cum  ex  to  erumperet  aqua  diluvii : 
et  ibidem,  Zala  Cupha  dicitur  fuifle  nomen  vetulje,  ex  cuju?  furnO  aqua  diluvii  prim® 
erupit.  Hyde  de  Rel.  Vet.  Perf.  cap.  10. 

+  Pauf.  Bceot.  p.  784 — 791. 
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will  fufficiently  perceive,  without 
the  afliftance  of  a  formal  enumera¬ 
tion  and  comparifon  of  particulars, 
that  it  was  an  oracular  Mithratip 
grotto;  and  he  will  be  confirmed 
in  his  opinion  by  the  fabulous 
hiftory  of  Trophonius  and  Hercyna. 

With  regard  to  Trophonius,  the 
whole  of  his  genealogy,  as  we  have 
juft  feen,  is  purely  mythological ; 
both  his  imaginary  defcent,  and 
his  myfterious  worfhip,  relating 
entirely  to  the  helio-arkite  devo¬ 
tion,  He  was  the  fame  in  fhort 
as  the  infernal  or  diluvian  Mer¬ 
cury*.;  and  his  title  Trophonius 
feems  to  be  a  corruption  of  Tora- 
Phont,  the  prieft  of  the  heifer. 

As  Trophonius  was  the  folar 
Noah,  fo  the  goddefs  Hercyna, 
worfhipped  in  conjunction  with 
him,  is  Erca-Nah,  the  Noetic 
Ark ;  and  the  rods,  which  their 
ftatuesbore,  intwinedwithferpents, 
point  them  out  to  be  the  fame  cha¬ 
racters  as  Efculapius  and  Sains,  or 
the  Noetic  Sun  and  the  arkite 
Moon.  Hercyna  in  fad  was  no 
other  than  Ceres-Europa,  the  alle¬ 
gorical  nurfe  of  Trophonius;  and 
confequently  fhe  was  the  fame  as 
Hippa,  Nufa,  or  Ino,  the  iiippofed 
nurfes  of  Bacchus,  Accordingly 
Lycophron  informs  us,  that  Ennea, 
Hercyna,  and  Erinnus,  were  all 
titles  of  Ceres  t  ;  and  his  commen¬ 
tator  Tzetzes  obferves,  that  Her¬ 
cyna  was  at  once  an  epithet  of 
Ceres,  and  the  name  of  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Trophonius,  Tie  further 


adds,  that  fhe  was  debauched  by 
Neptune,  being  firft  metamorpho- 
fed  by  him  into  a  Hippa,  or  mare 
It  is  almoft  fuperfluous  to  cbferve 
that  it  matters  little,  whether 
Ce  res  -  E  u  r  opa-  Hercyna  -  El  i  ppa  was 
efteemed  the  nurfe  or  the  daughter 
of  Trophonius,  in  either  cafe  (he 
will  be  equally  a  perfonification  of 
the  Ark. 

As  for  the  fuppofed  tomb  of  the 
hero  Arcefilaus,  which  was  thrown, 
up  on  the  bank  of  the  rivulet  Her¬ 
cyna,  I  apprehend  it  to  have  been 
merely  a  high  place  of  Arc-Es-El, 
the  helio-arkite  deity;  while  the 
two  minifterins:  youths,  denomi- 
nated  Mercurii,  are  evidently  the 
Cafmili  of  the  Samothracian  Myf- 
teries,  or  the  Camilli  of  the  antient 
Tufcans. 

The  cavern  of  Trophonius  then 
being  thus  deftined  for  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  diluvian  wmffhip,  we 
fhall  not  be  furprifed  to  find  it  fitu- 
ated  near  the  town  of  Orchomenus* 
or  the  arkite  Noah,  and  in  Beotia, 
or  the  land  of  the  fymbolical 
heifer. 


Antiquities  cf  Sivu'ah. 

(  From  Horneman' s  Travels  in  Africa.) 

AS  we  approached  the  fpot  def¬ 
tined  for  our  encampment  in  the 
Vale  of  Siwah,  I  defcried'to  the 
weftward  fome  ruins  of  an  exten* 
five  building,  a  few  miles  diftant 
from  the  road,  and  concluded  them 


*  Alter  (Mercurius)  Valentis  et  Phoronidus  filius,  is,  qui  fub  terris  habetur,  idem 
Trophonius.  Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib,  iii.  cap.  22.  Sub  terra  eft  alter  (Mercurius)  Tro¬ 
phonius  qui  effe  jadtatur.  Arnob.  adv.  Gent.  lib.  iv.  p.  170. 

E  Ov  'tzra-Trwcv  sv  yetfAtyaiclv  E ncua  wore, 

‘Epjtuvv’,  Efivvus> - -  Lycoph.  Caff,  ver..- 152. 

Tnnea  is  only  a  variation  of  Antea,  Anea,  Nanea,  Nana,  or  Anu.  Vide  fupra  vol.  i 
p.  145. 

£  Tzet.  Schol.  in  loc. 
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to  be  the  fame  as  noticed  by  a  late 
Englifh  traveller,  (Mr.  Brown), 
of  whofe  difcoveries  I  heard  fir  ft 
in  London,  and  afterwards,  when 
in  Egypt.  -  Circtimftances  render¬ 
ed' it  neceffary  lor  me  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  on  my  guard,  and  to  defer 
any  visit  to,  or  afilual  infpefition 
of,  thefe  antiquities,  until  I  had 
retrieved  the  confidence  of  the 
natives,  who,  on  my  very  firft  ap¬ 
pearance,  (as  I  was  informed,)  had 
taken  me  and  my  interpreter,  for 
Chriftians  ;  and  to  this  fuppofition 
they  were  induced,  from  our  fairer 
complexion,  from  our  gait  and  man¬ 
ners,  and  from  our  Turkith  dreffes. 
When  I  took  advantage  of  the  dif- 
turbances  at  Cairo  and  its  environs, 
to  get  introduced  as  a  Mahome- 
dan  to  the  caravan,  I  could  not 
indeed  fpeak  readily,  either  Turk- 
ifh  or  Arabic  ;  but  in  this,  I  flat¬ 
tered  myfelf,  the  affumed  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  young  Mameluke  might 
be  my  excufe ;  and  I  further  de¬ 
rived  confidence  from  the  expen. 
ence  and  abilities  of  my  interpre¬ 
ter,  who  (a  German  by  birth,)  had 
been  forced,  twelve  years  paft,  to 
embrace  the  Mahomedan  religion 
at  Conftantinople,  and  whofe  ad- 
drefs  and  knowledge,  I  hoped, 
might  preclude,  or  extricate  me 
from,  any  confequences  of  jealoufy 
or  fufpicion. 

Confidering  the  importance  of 
my  million,  and  the  great  purpofe 
of  exploring  the  whole  of  North¬ 
ern  Africa,  with  which  I  was  en- 
trufted,  perhaps  it  had  been  more 
wife  and  prudent  on  my  part,  not 
10  have  expofed  myfelf  to  general 
intercourfe,  until  better  qualified 
to  fuftain  the  character  I  had  af¬ 
fumed  ;  had  I  fo  done  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  and  abftalned  from  vifi ting 
the  curiofities  of  Siwah,  and  expo- 


ling  myfelf  in  the  novelty  of  the 
attempt,  to  examinations  and  fuf- 
picions,  I  might  have  avoided  a 
danger  which  (as  will  appear  in  the 
fequel)  nearly  proved  fatal  to  my¬ 
felf,  and  therewith  to  the  objefit  of 
my  voyage. 

Making  ftich  candid  admiffion 
of  not  having  the  requifite  for¬ 
bearance,  with  objects  of  fo  juft 
curiofi  ty  in  view,  I  proceed  to 
Hate  the  courfe  of  my  inquiries,  ami 
the  reful t. 

I  firft  vifited  the  ruins  of  the  ex- 
tenfive  edifice  before  obferved.  I 
accofted  feme  men  working  in  the 
gardens  near,  and  queftioning  them 
as  to  what  they  knew  of  this  build¬ 
ing,  they  anfwered,  u  that  in  for¬ 
mer  times  Siwah  was  inhabited  by 
infidels  rnoft  of  whom  lived  in 
caves,  but  feme  inhabited  thefe 
buildings. One  fpokefman,  point¬ 
ing  to  a  building  in  the  centre, 
faid,  iS  tradition  tells  us,  that 
edifice  was  the  hall  in  which  the 
divan  ufed  to  affemble ;  at  the 
time  of  its  conftrufition  men  were 
ft  range r  than  I  am  ;  for  thofe  huge 
ftones  ferving  as  a  roof  to  the  fa¬ 
bric,  were  lifted  up  and  placed  there 
by  two  men  only  :  there  is  much 
gold  buried  under  the  walls. ” 
When  I  then  entered  into  the  ruins, 

I  was  followed  by  all  the  people 
near,  and  thus  prevented  examining 
the  place  with  any  accuracy.  On 
a  fecond  vifit  I  was  not  more  fuc- 
cefsfui ;  and  when,  after  a  few  days, 

I  returned  thither  again,  feme  Si- 
wahans  di refill y  faid  to  me,  ec  thou 
undoubtedly  art  yet  a  Chriftian  in 
thy  heart,  elfe  why  come  fo  often 
to  vifit  thefe  works  of  Inidels." 
In  order  to  maintain  the  charafifer 
I  had  affumed,  I  was  thus  necef- 
fitated  to  abandon  any  further  pro¬ 
ject  of  nice  examination  or  ad- 

mcafurc- 
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meafurement,  and  reftritt  myfelf  to 
general  obfervations,  fuch  as  I 
bow  fubinit  in  detail  as  they  oc¬ 
curred. 

Vmmebeda  (the  name  given  to 
the  fite  of  thofe  ruins  by  the  na¬ 
tives)  lies  near  a  village  called 
Scharkie  or  Agrmie ,  between  that 
place  and  an  ifoiated  mountain,  on 
which  a  copious  fpring  of  frefh  wa¬ 
ter  is  faid  to  rife.  The  buildings 
are  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  dilapidation, 
that  a  plain  obferver,  who  forms 
an  opinion  only  from  what  he  fees, 
and  does  not  accommodate  the  ob¬ 
ject  in  application  and  conjecture 
to  preconceived  notions  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  ftru&ure  which  he  is  to  look 
for,  and  trace  out,  could  fcarcely, 
(I  think)  from  thefe  rude  heaps, 
and  mouldered  and  disjointed  walls, 
fuggeft  the  precife  form  or  original 
porpofe  of  the  building  when  firft 
raifed.  Its  materials  might  fug¬ 
geft,  that  it  was  built  in  the  rudeft 
ages,  and  when  the  Troglodyte  of 
thefe  parts  firft  left  their  caves,  and 
in  their  firft  attempt  of  building, 
took  their  fcheme  and  plan  of  ar¬ 
chitecture  from  their  old  manfions, 
heaping  rock  on  rock,  in  imitation 
of  the  dwelling  places  which  nature 
had  before  furnifhed. 

I  afcertained  the  general  bearings 
of  the  building  by  my  compafs, 
and  found  the  outward  walls  con- 
Itrufted  with  afpeCls  facing  the 
four  cardinal  points,  trie  aberration 
being  only  of  twelve  degrees,  and 
which  might  have  occurred  from 
variation  of  the  needle.  The  to¬ 
tal  circumference  may  be  feveral 
hundred  yards,  and  is  to  be  traced 
out  and  followed  by  the  foundations 
of  a  wall,  in  mod  parts  vifible,  and 
which,  from  the  maffes  remaining, 
appears  to  have  been  <very  Jlrong . 
The  outward  wall,  in  moft  places, 
has  been  thrown  down,  and  the 


materials  carried  away,  and  the 
interior  ground  has  been  every 
where  turned  up,  and  dug,  in  fearch 
of  treafure. 

In  the  centre  of  this  extenfive 
area,  are  feen  the  remains  of  an 
edifice,  which  perhaps  may  be  re~ 
garded  as  the  principal  building, 
and  to  which  all  around  may  have 
been  mere  appendage,  and  fuhordu 
nate. 

The  northern  part  of  this  build¬ 
ing  Hands  on  a  native  calcareous 
rock,  riling  above  the  level  of  the 
general  area,  within  the  outer  walls, 
about  eight  feet.  The  height  of 
the  edifice  appears  to  be  about 
twenty-feven  feet ;  its  width  twen¬ 
ty-four,  and  its  length  ten  or 
twelve  paces.  The  walls  are  fix 
feet  in  thicknefs,  the  exterior  of 
which  within  and  without  is  con- 
ftrucied  of  large  free  ftones,  filled 
up  in  the  interftice  withfmall  ftones 
and  lime.  1  he  ceiling  is  formed 
by  vaft  blocks  Dof  ftone,  wrought 
and  fitted  to  ftretch  over  and  cover 
the  entire  building.  The  breadth 
of  each  fuch  mafs  of  ftone  is  about 
four  feet,  and  the  depth  or  thick¬ 
nefs  three  feet.  One  of  thefe  ftones 
of  the  roof  has  fallen  in,  and  is 
broken  ;  the  entire  fouthern  wall 
of  the  building  hath  likewife  tum¬ 
bled,  and  the  materials  have  moftly* 
been  carried  away.  But  the  people 
have  not  been  able  to  remove  the 
large  fragments  fallen  from  the 
roof,  which  their  anceftors  were 
enabled  to  bring  from  the  quarry, 
and  to  raife  entire  to  the  fummit 
of  the  edifice.  Such  are  the  vi- 
ciflitudes  of  art,  of  knowledge, 
and  of  human  powers  and  means, 
as  well  as  of  human  happinefs  and 
fortunes  !  ’ 

The  ftones  that  have  fallen,  lie 
funk,  with  their  furface  lower  than 

the 
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the  bafe  of  the  yet  Handing  part  of 
the  building,  and  their  bottom  ai¬ 
med  on  a  level  with  the  area  of 
the  great  inclofure.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  thefe  fallen  Hones  of  the 
fouthern  wall,  leads  to  aconje&ure, 
that  this  extremity  of  the  original 
edifice  had  its  floor  or  bafe  lower 
than  that  of  the  northern  part.  The 
entrances  to  this  building  are  three, 
the  principal  one  to  the  north,  and 
the  others  to  the  eafl  and  wefi. 
The  infide  walls  (beginning  at  half 
their  height  from  the  ground)  are 
decorated  with  hieroglyphics  fculp- 
tured  in  relief,  but  the  figures 
feem  not  to  have  been  fufliciently 
engraved  in  alt ,  or  falient ,  to  refiH 
the  ravages  of  time  and  weather ; 

O 

and  in  fome  places  they  are  wholly 
mouldered  and  defaced,  and  efpe- 
cially  on  the  ceiling. 

On  different  parts  of  the  wall 
appear  marks  of  paint,  and  the  co¬ 
lour  feems  to  have  been  green.  I 
could  no  where  difeover  traces  of 
the  edifice  having  in  any  part  been 
lined  or  inlaid  with  a  finer  Hone  or 
material.  A  few  paces  from  the 
chief  entrance,  I  obferved  two 
round  Hones,  of  about  three  feet 
diameter,  each  indented,  as  if  to 
receive  the  bafe  of  fome  Hatue  or 
other  ornament.  The  general  ma¬ 
terial  of  which  the  building  is  con- 
firufied,  is  alime-Hone,  containing 
petrifactions  of  (hells  and  fmall  ma¬ 
rine  animals  ;  and  fuch  Hone  is  to 
be  found  and  dug  up  in  the  vicinity. 
On  examining  the  country  around 
thefe  ruins,  I  found  the  foil  con¬ 
tiguous  to  the  foundations  of  the 
outward  wall  on  the  fouth  to  be 
marflry,  and  was  informed  that  it 
contained  fait  fprings.  I  afked  if 
no  confiderable  fpring  of  freflh 
water  was  to  be  feen  near  ;  and  was 
fhewn  a  fine  rivulet  of  fweet  water, 
V® L«  XLV.  or  Vol.  III.  New 


about  half  a  mile  from  the  ruins, 
which  takes  its*  rife  in  a  grove  of 
date  trees,  and  in  a  moH  romantic 
and  beautiful  lit  nation  :  it  is  not, 
however,  its  delightful  feene  that 
recommends  it  to  the  native  of  Si- 
wah,  but  an  opinion  that  it  is  a 
fpecific  againfi  certain  difeafes. 

I  am  confcious  that  the  above 
defeription  of  the  remains  of  anti¬ 
quity  near  Siwah,  is  by  far  too 
curfory  and  incomplete,  for  any 
purpofe  of  juH  and  accurate  infer¬ 
ence  ;  and  that  it  muH  yet  remain 
a  mere  conjecture,  whether  thefe 
ruins  are  thofe  of  the  famous  Temple 
of  Jupiter  Amnion .  It  rauft  be  ob¬ 
vious,  from  many  points  1  have 
adverted  to  in  my  defeription,  that 
I  had  the  fite  of  this  renowned 
temple  in  view,  and  that  it  was  a 
principal  object  of  my  refearch. 
Circumfiances  I  was  under,  and' of 
which  the  reader  is  already  appri- 
fed,  prevented  my  purfuing  this 
great  fubjedl  of  juH  and  learned 
curiofity  with  the  nicety  of  infpecT 
tion,  and  care  in  the  confideration, 
which  I  could  have  wilbed  to  em¬ 
ploy.  Suppofing,  on  reference  to 
ancient  writers,  the  cornparifon  of 
the  buildings  not  to  bear  me  out 
in  the  idea  which  I  entertain  ;  yet 
on  many  other  grounds  I  fhould 
contend,  that  Siwah  had  been  a  re- 
fidence  of  the  ancient  Ammonites* 

I  draw  my  conclufion  from  the  re¬ 
lative  fituation  of  the  country  3 
from  the  quality  of  the  foil,  from, 
its  fertility  ;  from  the  information 
of  its  inhabitants,  that  no  other 
fiich  fruitful  tract  is  to  be  found 
any  where  near  ;  and,  in  addition 
to  the  certainty,  at  leafi,  that  fome 
great  and  magnificent  building 
once  here  Hood,  I  derive  a  further 
conclufion  from  the  numerous  ca¬ 
tacombs  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity. 
Series.  G  and 
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and  which  I  (hall  have  occafion 
more  particularly  to  notice.  In 
regard  to  the  memorable  Temple 
of  Ammon,  fhould  even  my  own 
defcription  of  the -emitting  veftiges 
of  building  not  accurately  agree 
with  general  accounts  of  that  edi¬ 
fice,  yet,  notwithftanding,  I  mud 
continue  to  hold  an  opinion,  from 
the  general  appearance  and  from 
the  fituation  of  thole  ruins,  that 
they  may  be  remains  of  the  Temple 
bf  Jupiter  Ammon .  A  delineation 
and  decipher  of  the  hieroglyphic 
figures,  which  adorn  the  inner  walls 
of  the  building,  might  be  condu¬ 
it  ve  on  this  queition. 

I  will  further  add  on  this  fubjed, 
that  on  inquiry  after  Edrifi^s  San - 
tricky  no  one  knew  it  even  by 
name  ;  but  I  was  told  that  at  a 
diftance  offeven  days  journey  from 
Siwah,  fix  from  Faiume ,  and  two 
or  three  *  from  Biljoradec,  there 
exifts  a  country,  fimiiar  to  that  of 
Siwah,  its  inhabitants  lefs  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  fpeaking  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage.  That  region  I.  fhould  take 
to  be  the  Minor  Oafisoi  the  ancients. 

1  fpeak  of  this  place  from  mere  re¬ 
port,  and  could  gain  no  more  ac¬ 
curate,  or  further  account  ;  per¬ 
haps  it  lies  among  the  mountains 
which  traverfe  the  great  Dejert 
near  Ummefogeir ,  extending  towards 
the  fouth. 

I  come  now  to  the  fubjed  of  the 
'various  catacombs ,  to  be  found  in 
the  territory  of  Siwah,  and  which 
I  was  enabled  more  fully  to  exa¬ 
mine,  as  lying  in  more  fequeftered 
fpots,  and  where  I  was  lefs  liable 
to  obfervation. 

If  I  well  underftood  my  compa¬ 
nion,  an  inhabitant  of  Siwah,  there 
are  four  principal  places,  where 
catacombs  are  found.  The  firft, 

*  The  diftance  from.  Biljoradec  is  not 


Belled. el.  Kaffer  ;  the  feeond,  Bel, 
led-eLRumi ;  both  thefe  terms,  de¬ 
note  one  and  the  fame  thing, 
namely,  <c  place  or  town  of  infi¬ 
dels;0  the  third  is,  El-Mota,  or 
place  ,  of  burial  ;  the  fourth,  Belled - 
el. Chamis,  or  Gamis.  My  inquiries 
were  in  particular  efireded  to  El- 
Mota,  fituated  at  the  diftance  o t 
about  one  mile  north-eafl  from 
Siwah.  It  is  a  rocky  hill,  with  a 
number  of  catacombs  on  the  de¬ 
clivity.,  but  the  moft  remarkable, 
are  on  the  fummit.  There  is  a. 
feparate  entrance  to  each,  and  the 
defeent  inwards  is  gentle  and  gra¬ 
dual.  The  paflage  from  the  aper¬ 
ture,  leads  to  a  door-way,  from 
which  the  fpace  of  the  room  is  en¬ 
larged,  and  on  each  fide,  arefmaller 
excavations  for  containing  the 
mummies.  The  ftones  riling  from 
the  threfhold  are  cut  in  a  form 
that  fhews  a  door  to  have  been  for¬ 
merly  hung,  and  to  have  clofed  the 
entrance.  The  catacombs  are  of 
different  extent,  and  each  is 
wrought  with  great  labour  and 
neatnefs  of  work,  and  efpecially  the 
uppermoft,  which  contains  no  traces 
of  any  mummy.  In  others  are 
found  various  remains.  I  long, 
but  in  vain,  fearched  for  an  entire 
head  :  I  found  fragments,  and  ef¬ 
pecially  of  the  occiput  in  abundance, 
but  none  with  any  inveftiture  re¬ 
maining  ;  and  even  in  the  occiputs 
moft  entire  I  could  not  difeover 
any  (lain  or  mark  of  their  once 
having  been  filled  with  re  fin.  The 
cloth  Hill  adhered  to  fome  ribs,  but 
fi>  decayed,  that  nothing  could  be 
further  diilinguifhed,  than  that 
the  fluff  in  which  the  mummy  had 
been  wrapt,  was  of  the  coarfefl 
kind. 

The  ground  in  all  thefe  cata- 
clearly  expreffbd  in  the  original. 

combs 
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t?ombs  lias  been  dug  and  explored 
in  fearch  of  treafure,  and  I  was 
told,  by  my  guide,  that  in  every 
one  of  thefe  fepulehres  gold  has 
been,  and  is  yet  fometimes  found. 

There  is  every  probability  that 
entire  mummies  might  be  difcover- 
ed  in  the  catacombs  at  a  greater 
diftance  to  wejiward  of  Siwah. 

I  was  credibly  informed,  that  be- 
fides  the  open  catacombs  on  the 
mountains,  there  are  others  under 
ground,  and  the  entrance  of  which 
is  to  be  found  at  no  great  depth; 
and  that  JBiut-el-Nazari,  (houfes  of 
Chrift  ians,  fynonymous  here  to 
Infidels,)  exift  on  both  fides  of  a 
long  fubterraneous  paflage,  forming 
a  communication,  between  two  ca¬ 
tacomb-mountains.  The  cata¬ 
combs  met  with  on  Gihel.el.belled , 
being  the  hill  on  which  Sivuah  is 
built,  are  frnall,  and  confift  of  a 
little  antichamber,  leading  general¬ 
ly  to  two  caverns  where  the  mum¬ 


mies  were  dspofited.  Of  thefe 
the  two  moft  remarkable  are  two 
large  and  high  caverns  on  the  north 
fide  ;  the  one  is  twenty,  the  other 
fixteen  feet  fquare,  and  both  are 
open  to  the  north. 

There  are  likewife  two  other 
caverns,  of  fimilar  dimenfions,  but 
not  fo  lofty,  to  be  feen  weftward 
of  Siwah y  and  leading  to  Augila  • 
their  entrance  is  low  and  narrow, 
and  the  two  excavations  are  fo 
near,  that  the  partition,  as  appears 
from  a  fmall  perforation,  is  only 
ten  inches  thick. 

.  Quitting  the  fubje<5!  of  antiqui¬ 
ties  in  the  territory  of  Siwah,  I 
have  only  to  add,  that  in  the 
neareft  plain  weft  of  the  town,  there 
are  other  mafiive  remains  of  fome  ' 
building,  but  which  bear  no  token 
or  note  of  remote  antiquity,  fuch 
as  may  be  attributed  to  the  ruins 
I  firft  defcribed. 
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,  On  the  Diale 3  of  London . 

From  Anecdotes  of  the  Englifh  Lan¬ 
guage. 

In  a  Letter  to  an  Antiquary. 

(By  S amuel  Begge  Efq.J 

e l  _ 

S  O  much  has  been  laid  of  the  En= 
glifli  language  fince  the  death 
of  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  I  have  been 
induced  to  look  minutely  into  one 
branch  of  it,  which  has  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  feverely  reproba¬ 
ted,  C(  The  local  dialed;  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  its  environs.”  I  am  well 
aware  that  the  fubjed  is  too  trivial 
to  be  brought  before  the  tribunal 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  at 
large;  and  therefore  throw  it  into 
the  world  to  find  advocates  under 
your  benevolent  protection,  and  as 
a  clofet-amufement  for  individuals, 
in  a  vacant  hour. 

The  charge  againft  the  London- 
ers,  is,  that  they  have  corrupted  and 
deha  fed  our  language  ;  to  fupport 
which,  the  accufers  bring, forward 
the  dialect  of  the  prefen t  age  as  the 
ftandard,  which,  on  examination, 
will  be  found  to  be  very  far  from 
the  truth. 


Not  being  myfelf  a  Cockney,  if 
I  produce  evidence  fufficient  to  ac¬ 
quit  the  Londoners,  Ifhall,  at  leaf, 
efcape  the  imputation  of  partiality, 
if  I  am  not  honoured  with  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  City  in  a  gold  box. 

Few  people-  trouble  themfelves 
about  the  daily  provincial  feeming 
jargon  of  their  own  County,  be- 
caufe,  being  fuperficially  under- 
food,  it  anfwers  the  purpofes  of  the 
natives  without  farther  invefiga- 
tion  ;  though,  I  believe,  it  may 
be  affirmed  that  every  dialed  in  the 
kingdom  of  England  has  (for  the 
moft  part)  a  radical  exiflence  in  one 
or  other  of  the  languages  whereof 
our  own  is  compounded.  I  dare, 
at  leaf,  confidently  affert  that  there 
is  a  lefs  number  of  provincial  words 
and  expreffions  in  London  and  its 
vicinities  (within  twenty  miles), 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  from  a  given  centre;  that 
the  verbal  peculiarities  are  com¬ 
paratively  few  ;  and  that  what  is 
called  vulgarity  is  barely  a  refidu- 
urn  of  what  was  anciently  the  efla- 
bliflied  national  dialed,  at  different 
periods,  from  time  immemorial 


*  Mr.  Ray  has  given  us  a  confiderable  number  of  North  Country  words,  and  left  a 
iraft  many  behind  hkn  ;  whereas  the  dialed  of  London  (as  far  as  my  penetration  goes) 
produces  comparatively  but  few. 

Ini 
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In  fupport  of  this  affeveration 
I  (hail  not  refer  you  to  di&ion- 
aries,  which  feldom  give  us  more, 
than  one  -defcent  of  the  word  in 
queftion  ;  whereas,  if  extended 
higher,  they  would  contain  the, 
genealogical  hiftory  of  a  language-. 
This  will  appear  from  the  follow¬ 
ings  remarks,  whereby  feme  abo¬ 
riginal  words,  in  more  languages 
than  our  pysm,  will  unexpectedly 
tranfpire.  --  ■ 

Do  not  be  alarmed  by  fuppofmg 
that  X  a  hi  leading  you  into  a  dog¬ 
matical  detail  regarding  the  En- 
glidi  language v  in  general :  but 
fuffer  me  to  fay  two  or  three  words 
on  it,  whether  they  have,  or  have 
not,  been  faid  an  hundred  times 
before.  Dr.  Johnfen  was  fearce- 
ly  at  all  aware  of  the  authenticity 
of  ancient  dialectical  words,  and 
therefore  feldom  gives  them  any 
place  in  his  di-dtionary.  He  feems 
not  to  confider  them  a.s  free-born, 
or  even,  as  denizens;  but  rather 
treats  them  as  out-lci'ws ,  who  have 
loft  the  protection  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  :  whereas  they  generally 
contain  more  originality  than  molt 
of  the  fpurious  words  of  modem 
date. 

I  do,  not,  Sir,  contend  for  the 
ftriCt  legitimacy  of  our  language  ; 
for  the  provincial  branches  of  it  ate 
not  all  by  one  common  parent. 
Thus,  for  inftance,  if  you  would 
feek  for  the  terms  and  expreffions 
of  the  Northern  people  of  England, 
it  will  be  in  vain  to  ranfack  the 
Britifh  tongue,  which  fled  with  the 
natives  into  the  faftneffes  of  Wales  : 
for  the  Northern  dialed  (Scotland 
included)  is  for  the  m-oft  part  Saxon. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  as 
fruitlefs  to  fearch  in  the  Saxon  fo- 
refts  of  the  North  for  the  language 
®f  the  Weftern  counties  of  England, 


which  (except  by  tranfplantatiom) 
is  of  Britifh  growth.  In  Kent  and 
Suftex,  and  the  immediate  South* 
ern  counties  (coaft-wife  at  leaft) 
our  purfuit  may  be  direded  :n  a 
great  degree  to  Gajlicijms ,  in  point 
of  idiom  as  well  as  words :  and 
laftly,  in  London  (the  great  Babel 
of  them  all)  every  language  will  be 
found  incorporated ;  though  that 
of  the  true  Cockney  is,  for  the  moft 
part,  compofed  ol  Saxonifms.  The 
Danes  left  us  feme  traces  of  their 
language,  though  it  is  but  a  dialed 
of  that  extenfive  tongue,  which, 
under  .the  different  names  of  Teu- 
tonick,  Gothick,  Celtick,  &c.  See. 
was  known  in  every  region  of  what 
is  called  the  North  of  Europe.  As 
to  the  irruption  of  words  from  the 
Southern  parts  of  the  Continent, 
we  have  the  French  which  came  in 
with  the  Conqueror,  and  continued 
in  full  force,  fo  long  as  our  Law 
Pleadings  ran  in  that  language,  and 
our  Statutes  were  penned  in  it. 
From  Italy  we  have  gathered  a 
few  words  (not  a  great  many),  in¬ 
troduced  perhaps  fir  ft  by  the  Lom¬ 
bards,  then  by  Nuncios  who  came 
hither  from  the  Pope,  and  by  Ec- 
clefiafticks  who  were  perpetually 
fcampering  to  Rome  before  the 
Reformation ;  to  which  may  be 
added  other  words  imported  by  our 
merchants  trading  to  Italy  and  the 
Levant. 

Of  modern  date  we  have  a  few 
more,  that  have  been  fmuggled 
over  by  our  fine  travelled  Gentle-* 
men,  or  which  have  made  their 
entree  with  the  Singers,  Fidlers, 
and  Dancers  at  the  Opera. 

The  Spanifti  language  will  afford 
more  adopted  words  (efpecklly  in 
the  military  branch)  than  the 
Italian  ;  a  circumftance  perhaps  to 
be  attributed  to  our  royal  feter- 
G  3  marriages* 
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marriages.  Katharine  of  Arragon 
lived  here  many  years,  even  after 
her  divorce,  in  whofe  fuite  were 
probably  many  Spaniards  ;  and 
king  Philip  muft  have  contributed 
9  large  re-inforcement  of  Spanifh 
words  and  phrafes,  as  he  had  an 
hundred  Spanifh  body-guards  in 
daily  pay.  Katharine,  the  queen 
of  king  Charles  II.  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  introduced  a  few  Portu- 
guefe  terms ;  but  thofe  are  fo  near¬ 
ly  allied  to  the  Spanifh,  as  to  be 
fcarcely  difcernible  from  them. 

Many  Flemifh  and  Dutch  words 
might  alfo  be  imported  by  emi¬ 
grants,  who  fled  hither  from  per¬ 
fection  on  the  fcore  of  religion  at 
different  periods, 

Thefe,  Sir,  I  conceive  to  have 
formed  the  apparently  component 
parts  of  our  language  ;  but  not 
without  a  retrofped  to  the  Latin 
and  Greek  tongues :  and  yet,  not. 
withfianding  that  the  Romans  were 
in  pofTeffion  of  this  ill  and  for  four 
hundred  years  as  a  colony,  I  rather 
imagine  that  the  reliques  of  their 
language  have,  for  the  moft  part, 
been  derived  to  us  through  the 
media  of  the  Northern  nations, 
with  the  addition  of  the  French, 
Italian,  and  Spanifh.  As  to  the 
Greek,  Dr.  Meric  Cafaubon,  *  and 
after  him  more  copioufly  the  Rev. 
George  William  Lemon  in  his 
Dictionary,  have  laboured  to 
bring  our  language  in  a  very  great 
degree  to  the  ftandardof  the  Gre.  k. 
Mr.  Camden  concurs  as  to  a  ftrong 
plaufibility  in  the  deduction  of 
feme  words  in  his  Remains,  but 
cautions  us  againft  an  implicit  be¬ 
lief.  Francifcus  Junius  was  of 
opinion  that  the  Gothick  was  real¬ 
ly  a  dialed  of  the  Greek ;  and  Jiu 

*  De  L'inguH  Sax'onic.S* 


nius,  from  the  turn  of  his  ftudies, 
was  perhaps  a  better  judge  than 
Camden.  Dr.  Hickes,  the  great 
Saxoniff,  alfo  allows  that  the  Go* 
thick  language  has  a  bold  mixture 
of  the  Greek  in  it  ;  for,  fays  he, 
(<  Gothica  Lingua  in  nudtis  locisi 
gr&ceffat  +.’*  To  this  opinion  the 
Rev.  'William  Drake,  (late  vicar 
of  Ifleworth),  a  very  accurate 
critick  of  the  prefent  day ,  fays  he 
is  much  inclined  to  accede,  as  it 
Teems  to  be  the  only  rational  way 
to  account  for  that  variety  of  Greek 
idioms  and  terms  that  are  fo  plerw 
tif ally  interfperfed  in  his  own  lan¬ 
guage,  Sir  John  Fortefcue  Aland 
likewife,  in  bis  elaborate  notes  on 
Sir  John  Fortefcue’s  Treatife  on 
Monarchy,  infinuates  that  the 
Gothick  and  Greek  tongues  probably 
originated  from  one  common  lan- 
guage,  and  carries  his  fuppofition  fo 
far  as  to  imagine  that  this  common 
language  was  that  fpoken  by  the 
fops  of  Japhet,  and  refers  us  to  the 
Book  of  Genefis,  Ch,  x,  r,  2,  3, 

4j  5*  / 

This,  if  you  pleafe,  we  will 
leave  to  the  decilion  of  others,  and 
of  this  Dr.  Parfons  will  tell  you 
more  perhaps  than  you  want  to 
know.  As  to  the  Latin  tongue. 
Dr.  Blackwell,  in  his  court  of  Au- 
guftus,  obferves,  that  the  body  and 
general  flrudure  of  that  language 
is,  “  clipped  Greek/' 

Apart  from  the  furmife  of  Dr, 
H’ckes  and  Sir  John  Fortefcue 
Aland,  if  you  have  fnfficient  c* 
riofity  to  collate  the  formation  of 
the  major  part  of  the  capital  letters 
(about  15.}  in  the  Mcefo-Gothick 
alphabet  (as  given  by  Dr.  Hickes) 
with  the  correfponding  letters  irj 
the  Greek  alphabet,  you  will  find 

f  Saxoa  Grammar. 
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an  internal  evidence  of  the  affinity, 
i-f  not  of  the  confanguinity,  between 
the  two  languages.  Dr.  Hiekes, 
however,  goes  farther,  and  points 
out  a  very  ftriking  feature  of  re- 
femblance  in  the  fimilar  pronun¬ 
ciation  of  G.  G.  when  in  contact, 
by  obferving  that,  in  this  fituation, 
the  fird  G.  had,  in  the  Moefo-Go- 
thick,  the  found  of  N.  as  it  has  in 
the  Greek.  This  he  exemplifies 
in  the  Gothick  verb  Gaggan  (to  go) 
which,  he  tells  us,  from  fuch  pro¬ 
nunciation  produced  the  Saxon  verb 
Gangan  *, 

1  he  Goths  here  fpoken  of  were 
thofe  who  inhabited  Mcefia,  not 
far  from  the  Northern  borders  of 
Greece  (a  vaft  trad;  of  country  now 
comprehended  in  Turkey),  whofe 
language,  with  different  dialeds, 
probably  extended  over  all  the 
North  of  Europe,  nearly  in  the 
fame  latitude,  from  the  coaffc  of 
Norway  to  the  Black  Sea. 

To  compound  the  matter.  It  is 
hence  pretty  clear  that  there  was 
formerly  either  a  Greecitas  in  the 
Gothick,  or  a  Gothiatas  in  the  Greek 
language;  or,  in  other  words,  it 
becomes  a  queftion  whether  the 
Goths  fpoke  Greek ,  or  the  Greeks 
fpoke  Gothick  ?  Who  fhall  decide 
which  wfis  the  parental  language  ? 
Be  this  as  it  may,  it  would  not  be 
to  my  purpofe  to  enter  into  an  in- 
vefligation  of  fuch  a  nature  ;  and 
therefore  let  the  fubjecl  be  difmi#- 
fed  with  an  obfervation,  that,  what¬ 
ever  Greek  we  may  find  fcattered 
about  in  our  language,  it  was 
brought  hither  North. about  in  neu¬ 
tral  bottoms,  and  took  the  feveral 
names  of  the  importers,  whether 


Saxons,  Danes,  or  others,  who  car« 
ried  with  them  more  or  lefs  of  the 
language  of  every  country  which 
they  overfpread,  or  with  which 
they  were  conneded. 

Taking  our  language  mixed  and 
modified  as  we  find  it,  give  me  leave 
to  apprize  you,  by  one  little  pre¬ 
vious  d’frfquifmon,  that  the  mod  un- 
obferved  words  in  common  ufe  are 
not  without  fundamental  meanings, 
however  contemptible  they  may 
appear  to  us  in  this  age  of  refine¬ 
ment. 

To  elucidate  this,  I  have  feled- 
ed  two  words  from  the  humbled 
line  of  humble  language  ;  for,  when 
our  waggoners  and  carmen  make 
ufe  of  the  terms  ge  and  nvo  to  their 
horfes,  they  fpeak  in  language  well 
known  to,  and  in  adual  ufe  (in 
their  general  fenfes  refpedively) 
among  our  ancedors.  Horfes  are 
made  to  move  or  dop  mechanically 
by  thefe  words  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
drivers,  being  drilled  into  an  ob- 
fervance  of  them  by  habitual  found 
and  the  fear  of  punidiment.  Now 
the  word  ge.  Sir,  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  an  artificial  or  whimfical 
term,  without  any  other  meaning 
than  as  applied  to  the  motion  of  a 
cart-horfe ;  on  the  other  hand, 
with  a  very  trifling  modification, 
it  feems  to  be  the  imperative 
(i  Geh ”  of  the  German  verb 
“  Gehen” — C{  To  go  +  .”  The 
pronunciation  of  <f  Ge%”  I  am 
told,  is  hard  (u  Ghey”),  which, 
with  us,  has  by  length  of  time,  and 
for  more  eafy  utterance,  been  foft- 
ened  into  “  Ge,”  conformably  to 
the  found  of  “  Geh”  in  Englidi  ; 
for,  in  our  language,  the  letter  E, 


*  Grammatica  Anglo-Saxonica,  p.  43.  Whence  our  verb  “  tt  Gang.'1 
f  See  the  German  Dictionaries  and  Grammars. 
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preceded  by  the  letter  G,  is  allowed 
to  have  a  foft  tone;  as,  where  G 
comes  into  contad  with  the  vowels, 
the  intonations  are  thus  £((  Ga, 
Jee,  Jy,  Go,  Gu.” 

In  Yorklhire,  in  Lancafhire, 
and  other  Northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  the  term  Ge”  is  ap¬ 
plied  in  other  cafes ;  for  where 
things  do  not  fuit  or  fit  each  other, 
<pr  where  neighbours  do  not  accord, 
the  expreffion  is, — f<  They  do  not 
Ge  well  together.1  1  You  will  fee 
the  word  “  Gef>  given,  in  this 
fenfe,  in  the  gloffary  to  the  Lanca- 
Ihire  dialed;  in  the  works  of  Tirn 
Bobbin  *  -nay,  I  can  fay  that  1 
have  been  an  ear-witnefs  to  this 
expreffion  rnyfelf. 

But  to  return.  The  horfes  by 
this  word  ((  Ge”  are  put  in  rno- 
lion,  when,  if  their  pace  be,  too 
Bow,  the  command  is  doubled  or 
re-doubled  by—- -(C  Ge,  Ge ,  Ge,” 
which,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance, 
is  enforced  by  the  whip. 

Our  Lexicographers,  Bailey  and 
Dr.  Johnfon,  allow  the  word  a 
place  in  their  Dictionaries ;  but 
content  themfelves  by  obferving, 
that  t{  Ge”  (fo  they  write  it)  is  a 
term  among  waggoners  to  make 
their  horfes  go  falter,  without  re¬ 
curring  to  the  radical  word — 
which  you  will  allow  me  to  call  a 
Primum  Mobile . 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  fe- 
cond  principal  word  underhood  by 
horfes,  viz.  iC  Wo.”  which  will 
be  found  to  be  a  term  of  high  de¬ 


gree,  anciently  applied  to  valour- 
ous  knights  and  combatants  in  ar¬ 
mour  (or  harnefs  as  it  was  called), 
though  now  it  is  degraded  to  horfes 
in  the  harnefs  of  the  prefen t  day. 
When,  therefore,  a  waggoner  ufes 
this  interjedion  to  his  horfes,  he 
fpeaks  in  the  Danilh  language,  in 
being  a  broad  pronunciation  of  the 
word  Ho!  which  is  a  word  com¬ 
manding  ceffation  and  defihance. 
It  had  antiently,  as  I  have  hinted, 
an  honourable  attachment  to  tilts 
and  tournaments;  for  when  the 
king,  or  prelident  at  the  combat, 
gave  the  lignal  of  difcontinuance, 
by  throwing  down  his  warder  (or 
baton),  the  Heralds  cried  out  to 
the  combatants  Iio  l  that  is  hopt. 
The  French  have  enlarged  the 
term  to  a  difTy liable  by  the  affih- 
ance  of  their  favourite  adjund  La, 
and  ufed  the  compound  word  Ho- 1 a 
(or  kop  there)  in  combats,  and 
which  we  have  adopted  in  common 
language,  when  we  call  to  a  perfon 
to  kop.  iC  Mettre  entre  eux  le 
Hola ,”  is  a  French  expreffion,  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  Tilt-yard,  ufed  for 
putting  an  end  to  a  difpute  or  ver¬ 
bal  controverfy.  Shakefpeare  gives 
us  the  word  Hola  in  one  paffage, 
where  it  is  clofely  conced¬ 
ed  in  metaphor  with  a  horfe’s 
motion,  when  Celia  fays,  in  ((  As 
you  like  it,”  (Ad  III.  fc.  2.) 

- — (C  Cry  Hola 7  to  thy  tongue 
I  pry  thee ;  it  curvets  unfeafona- 
bly.1’ 

Of  the  fimple  term  Ho  l  uncom*. 


*  A  writer  not  often  quoted  and  not  known  to  thousands  of  people  who  look  into 
fcooks. .  - 

i  See  a  note  on  a  paflhge  in  the  Tragedy  of  Macbeth,  ip  the  edition  by  Dr.  Johnfon 
arjd  Mr.  §teevens,  1 7 P ■  47^  i  and  alio  a  note  to  C  haucer’s  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Mr. 
-*  yrwhitt,  lines  1  /08  and  2.6^  8,  v  hen  Holinlhed  is  cited.  Seealfo  the  Reliques  of  an= 
cient  Englifn  Poetry,  vol.  I.  p.  20.  3d  Edition.  Hr.  Jolyifon  iikewife  in  Elis  Dictionary; 
produces  authprities  for  it  both  from  Shakefpeare  and  Dryden. 

pounded 
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pounded  in  the  fenfe  of  Hop,  you 
fiave  thefe  two  inftances  in  Gawen 
Douglafs’s  Tranflation  of  Virgil: 

a  Forbiddis  Helenus  tofpeik  it— and  cries 
Hoi” 

In  this  example  it  appears  in  the 
proper  form  of  an  interjection  ;  but 
in  the  fecond  it  is  ufed  as  a  verb, 
where  fpeakirjg  of  Juno  he  fay  s : 

“  That  can  of  wraith  and  malice  never 
Ho.” 

In  nautical  language  it  {till  ex- 
Ifts  infenfibly,  and  in  its  pure  and 
natural  ftate,  with  a  very  trifling 
expanfion;  for  when  one  (hip  hails 
another,  the  words  are — f<  What 
fhip  ?  HoyV’— -that  is,  “  Stop ,  and 
tell  the  name  of  your  fhip,  &c%  *” 

Take  this  little  difquifition  as  a 
fpecimen  of  the  dry  matter  with 
which  I  am  proceeding  to  encumber 
you  ;  and  do  not  let  your  patience 
toohaftily  throw  down  its  warder, 
and  cry  Ho ! 

But  to  return.  Your  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  every 
thing  relating  to  our  fore-fathers 
gives  me  the  boldnefs  to  aik  an 
eieemofynary  patronage  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  addrefs.  It  is  in  behalf  of 
fome  old,  unfortunate,  anddifcarded 
words  and  expreffions,  turned  out 
to  the  world  at  large  by  perfons  of 
education  (without  the  fma'lleft 
protection)  and  acknowledged  only 
by  the  humbler  orders  of  mankind, 
who  feem  charitably  to  refpeCt 
them  as  decayed  Gentlefolks  that 
have  known  better  days.  I  am 
confident,  Sir,  that  you,  as  an  An¬ 
tiquary,  whofe  voluntary  office  it 


is  to  fuccour  and  preferve  the  aged 
from  perdition,  will  not  withhold 
your  attention  from  hearing  me  in 
defence  of  the  injured  parties  which 
I  (hall  bring  before  you  in  your  ju¬ 
dicial  capacity  as  a  literary  man  ; 
when  I  hope  to  prove  that  my  cli¬ 
ents  are  not  mere  Certificate-men , 
but  that  they  have  'whilom  gained 
legal  fet dements  by  long  fervice, 
though  now  oufted  by  ufurpers, 
to  the  verification  of  the  adage, 
that  <f  Might  overcomes  Right.1 ** 

Though  the  fubjecl  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages  be  too  trivial  for  the 
confideration  of  the  great  tribunal 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  col¬ 
lectively,  It  may,  nevertheless, 
ferve  to  amufe  you  for  an  hour 
an  individual. 

„  The  ear,  Sir,  is  equally  negli¬ 
gent  with  the  eye;  and  we  take 
no  more  note  of  founds  which  we 
daily  hear,  than  of  objeds  which 
we  daily  fee.  Thus,  while  we  are 
commenting  on  Shakefpeare,  mend¬ 
ing  or  marring  his  text,  the  dialed: 
of  the  hour  pafles  by  our  ears  un¬ 
heeded. 

The  language  of  every  country 
is  as  fubjed  to  change,  as  the  in¬ 
habitants,  property,  buildings,  &c. ; 
and  while  Antiquaries  are  groping 
for  the  veftiges  of  tottering  caftles, 
and  poring  over  fragmentary  in- 
feriptions  juft  rifen  from  the 
grave; — why  not  advert  alfo  to 
words  and  phrafes  which  carry 
with  them  the  like  (lamp  of  age? 
Such  will  thefe  be  with  which  I 
am  now  going  to  trouble  you,  and 
which,  though  current  every  day, 
and  fufpeded  of  a  bafe  alloy,  will 
be  found  to  bear  the  fire,  and  come 


*  Perhaps  the  little  trading  veflel,  termed 
r.ame  from  (topping  at  different  fmall  places  in 
yrhfn  called  to  or  hailed  from  the  (hore0 


z  Hoy,  may  have  received  its  original 
its  voyage,  to  take  in  goods  or  paffengers. 
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up  to  the  ftandafd.  I  know  it  is 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
to  fcour  an  old  coin,  be  the  legend 
ever  fo  illegible  ;  but  the  obje&s 
before  us  will  appear  more  antient 
for  the  operation,  when  the  mo¬ 
dern  duft  and  dirt  which  obfcure 
them  fhall  have  been  brufhed 
away. 

By  all  that  has  been  hitherto  ob~ 
ferved,  I  would  prepare  you,  Sir, 
for  what  follows  ; — meaning  only 
to  infinuate  that  there  is  food  for 
an  Antiquary  in  the  daily  dialed: 
of  London,  which,  with  all  its 
feeming  vulgarity,  owes  its  birth 
to  days  of  yore>  as  much  as  any 
other  objed  of  the  fenfes  on  which 
time  has  laid  his  unfeeling  hand. 

Bifhop  Wilkins  remarks,  that 
u  All  languages  which  are  vul¬ 
gar  (or  living  languages)  are  fub- 
jed  to  fo  many  alterations,  that  in 
trad  of  time  they  will  appear  to 
be  quite  another  thing  than  they 
were  at  firft.**  Every  fchool-boy 
knows  (and  perhaps  very  feeling¬ 
ly)  the  debasement  of  the  Greek 
tongue,  the  fubdivifions  of  which 
into  dialeds  have  occafionally 
brought  him  to  the  block.  The 
Bifhop  adds,  that  every  change 
is  a  gradual  corruption,  partly  by 
yefining  and  mollifying  old  words 
for  the  more  eafy  and  graceful 
found.**  This  is  fo  far  from  an 
accufation  that  can  be  brought 
againft  the  parties  before  you,  that 
it  operates  ftrongly  in  their  favour ; 
for,  if  a  Cockney  chufes  to  adhere 
to  the  drefs  of  his  anceftors,  or  to 
their  language,  he  cannot,  in  either 
cafe  be  called  an  innovator.  Moft 
people  admire  family  plate  ;  but 


family  language  (forfooth!)  muft 
be  melted  down  and  modernized. 

If  the  Cockney  merely  fpeaks 
according  to  the  ufage  of  his  pro¬ 
genitors,— what  fhall  be  faid  of  a 
man  who  adually  wrote  fuch  lan¬ 
guage,  two  hundred  years  ago,  on 
a  convidion  that  it  was  ftronger 
and  more  energetick  than  that  of  his 
own  time,  which  he  had  courage 
enough  to  defpife,  though  it  was 
then  reputed  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  re¬ 
finement?  The  author  I  point  at 
is  Spenfer,  whole  language,  both  in 
his  Paftorals  and  in  his  Fairy 
Queen,  is  evidently  no't  of  the  age 
when  he  wrote  {the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth),  but  is  profefi’edly  in¬ 
troduced  in  imitation  of  Chaucer. 
The  reafon  for  this  is  given  by  a 
commentator,  (known  by  the  ini¬ 
tials  E.  K.)  whowas  Spenfer’s  con¬ 
temporary  and  friend,  and  therefore 
knew  his  motives.  To  all  this 
Mr. ‘Thomas  Warton  accedes  *. 

This  Commentator,  to  ufe  his 
own  words,  gives  the  Poet  great 
praife,  for  that — (t  lie  laboured  to 
reftore,  as  to  their  rightful  heri¬ 
tage,  fuch  good  and  natural  Englifh 
words  as  have  been  long;  time  out 
of  ufe,  and  almoif  cleanedifhe^ted.,, 

Some  of  thefe  infulted  parties  it 
is  now  my  province  to  endeavour 
to  vindicate,  and  to  replace  them 
in  their  patrimonial  refpedability 
and  rights  of  primogeniture. 

And  now.  Sir,  before  I  move  a 
ftep  farther,  you  have  a  natural 
right  to  call  upon  me  for  an  expla- 
nation  of  the  word — c<  Cockney 
but,  alas !  it  is  confeiTed  to  be  of 
moft  others  the  leaft  defineable. 
Bailey  in  his  Didionary,  and  after 


*  E.  K.  means  Edward  Kerke,  as  appears  from  Mr.  Warton’s  note  on  a  pafiage,  in 
A€t  II.  Sc,  it  of  Shakfpeare’s  firft  part  of  Hen.  IV,  Edit.  -dohnfon  and  Steevens, 

him 
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him  Dr.  Johnfon,  give  it  as  a  term 
the  orio-in  of  which  is  much  con- 

O 

troverted.  Gioftarifts  have  writ¬ 
ten  about  it  and  about  it, — the 
game  has  been  ftarted ;  but  not 
one  of  them  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
hunting  it  down  *.  Dr.  Meric 
Cafaubon  would  perfuade  us,  as  lie 
attempts  to  do  in  mod  poffible  cafes, 
that  it  and  its  article  taken  toge¬ 
ther,  (a  Cockney,}  complete  the 
Greek  word — Oicognes,”  born 
and  bred  at  home.  The  learned 
Doctor  may  not  indeed  be  far  from 
the  meaning,  however  he  may  err 
in  the  etymon.  The  Greek  word, 
to  be  fure,  is  pi&urefque,  and  the 
combined  founds  approximate  :  but, 
as  far  as  derivation  is  concerned,  I 
beg  to  take  my  leave.  Dr.  Hickes 
deduces  it  from  the  old  French 
sc  Cockayne,”  now  ((  Coquin,” 
to  which  lad  Cotgrave  (among 
other  fenfes  of  the  word)  gives  us 
that  of  “  A  Cockney;”  and  Cot- 
grave  feems  to  have  feen  farther 
into  the  intrinfic  meaning  of  the 
word  than  he  here  expreftes,  as  will 
be  (hewn  before  we  quit  the  fub- 
je6l.  To  obtain  Dr.  Hickes’s 
point,  the  word  “  Cockayne” 
muft  become  a  tri-fyllable ;  but  he 
gives  no  authority  by  accent  in 
profe,  or  by  metre  in  verfe  ;  though 
his  conjecture  may  find  fupport 
hereafter. 

If,  Sir,  you  will  infill  upon  the 
vulgar  and  received  opinion,  as 
delivered  by  ftory- tellers,  viva, 
voce,  we  learn  that  the  word  is 
compounded  of  Cock  and  neigh ; 
for  that,  once  upon  a  time,  a  true- 
born  and  true-bred  Londoner  went 
into  the  country,  and,  on  firft  hear¬ 


ing  a  horfe  neigh,  cried  out— * 
(i  How  the  horfe  laughs  !”  but, 
being  told  that  the  noife  made  by 
the  Horfe  was  called  neighing,  he 
flood  corrected.  In  the  morning, 
when  the  cock  crew,  the  Cit  im¬ 
mediately  exclaimed,  with  confi¬ 
dent  conviftion,  that  the  cock 
neighed  !  This  traditional  hiftory 
is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Skinner,  who 
treats  it  defervedly,  as  a  mere 
forced  conceit — <(  De  quo,”  fays 
he,  “  nota  Fabula  eft,  revera  Fi¬ 
bula  +  .”  It  might  have  pafled 
well-enough  among  Dean  Swift’s 
jocular  etymons. 

Let  us  not,  however,  fo  rafMy 
favour  the  ftory  as  to  believe  that 
the  firft  exclamation  produced  the 
common  term,  u  A  horfe- laugh  ;** 
for  that  expreffion,  I  think,  refts 
upon  different  ground.  Some  ety« 
mologifts  contend  that  it  is  a  cor¬ 
ruption  of  hoarfe  laugh;  but  in 
fuch  cafe  it  muft  be  confined  to  thofe 
who  either  naturally  have  a  very' 
rough  voice,  or  have  got  a  violent 
cold,  neither  of  which  circumftances 
are  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  for  what 
we  call  a  horfe-laugh  depends  ra¬ 
ther  upon  loudnefs,  rude  vehemence, 
or  vulgarity  of  manner.  It  feems 
to  be,  in  fact,  no  more  than  an  ex- 
preflion  of  augmentation,  as  the 
prepofitive  horfe  is  applied  varioufly 
to  denote  feveral  things  large  and 
coarfe  by  contra-diftindion.  Thus 
in  the  vegetable  fyftem  we  have 
the  horfe- radi fh,  horfe-walnut,  and 
horfe- chefnut.  In  the  animal 
world  there  is  the  horfe-emmet 
(or  formica-leo),  the  horfe-mufele, 
and  the  horfe-crab  ;  not  forgetting 
that  a  fat,  clumfey,  vulgar  woman 


*  The  French  have,  at  Paris,  the  word  Badaud,  according  to  Boyer,  exaftly  in  ths 
fame  fituation  as  our  word  Cockney  ;  this  is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Menage.  The  French 
word  by  the  way,  is  equally  obfeure  and  unaccounted  for.  (Menage,  Di&ionarie  Ety- 
jBiolpgi^ue.j 

t  ptymologicon,  in  voce  Cockney* 
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Is  jocularly  termed  a  horfe-god- 
morher.  To  clofe  all,  we  fay, 
*<  As  fick  as  a  horfe,”  to  exprefs 
a  great  difcharge  by  vomiting, 
whereas  a  horft  never  experiences 
that  fort  of  ficknefs. 

Notwithftanding  the  definition 
lies  fo  remote,  yet  rnoft  interpreters 
feem  to  agree  in  the  meaning  of 
the  word  that  the  term  Cockney 
Is  intended  to  exprefs  a  perfon  bred 
up  and  pampered  in  the  City  of 
London,  and  ignorant  of  the  man¬ 
ners  and  ideas  of  all  the  reft  of  the 
world,  which  agrees  with  Dr. 
Skinner’s  defcription  (and  coincides 
with  other  writers)  that  a  Cockney 
Is,  “  Vir  urhanus,  rerum  rufticarum 
prorfus  ignarus.’5  Dr.  Hi  ekes, 
Indeed,  carries  the  criterion  to  ano¬ 
ther  point,  collaterally  not  very  fo¬ 
reign,  when  he  fays  that  the  old 
French  word  Cokayne  implied,  one 
who  loved  good  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing,  i(  Gul;s  et  ventrk  deditus.” 
The  Gloffarift  to  Chaucer,  how¬ 
ever,  goes  abundantly  too  far  in 
annexing  apy  degree  of  derogation 
to  the  word,  which  he  renders  as 
expreffive  of  very  opprobrious  qua¬ 
lities,  fuch  as,  rogue,  knave,  &c. 
terms  which  are  never  of  necefiity 
implied  :  for  though  many  rafeals 
may  perhaps  be  Cockneys,  yet  the 
converfe  will  by  no  means  hold 
good.  On  the  other  hand,  from 
the  fituation  in  which  we  find  the 
word  in  written  language  (taken 
with  the  context)  it  applies  mere¬ 
ly  to  the  fondled  Citizen,  whofe 
notions  are  confined  within  the 
walls  of  the  Metropolis  *.  In 
Chaucer  it  imports  no  more  than  a 
filly  fellow,  devoid  of  wit  dr  cou*. 
rage,~  * 


I  fliall  be  held  a  daffe  (i.  e.  a  fool)  or  a 
Cockney. 

The  antiquity  of  the  word  may 
be  carried  up  much  higher;  for 
Hugh  Bigod,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  had  a 
ftrong  caftle  at  Bungay  in  Suffolk, 
which  he  held  to  be  impregnable-; 
and,  when  fpeaking  of  the  wars  be¬ 
tween  that  King  and  the  Emprefs, 
whofe  partifan  it  is  evident  he  was, 
he  faid, 

“  Were  I  imply  caftle  of  Bungay, 

Upon  the  River  Wavenay, 

I  would  not  value  the  king  of  Cock¬ 
ney.” 

By  Cockney,  I  prefume,  the  Earl 
meant  to  exprefs  the  whole  City  of 
London  indiferiminately.  The 
Earl  of  Dorfet,  in  his  Poems,  ufes 
the  term  to  denote  a  native  of  the 
metropolis.  Shakfpeare,  in  one 
paffage  feems  to  contrail  the  idea 
of  a  Cockney’s  cowardice  with  a 
fwaggering  braggadocio,  where, 
in  Twelfth-night,  the  Clown  fays, 

iC  I  am  afraid  this  great  lubber  the 
world  will  prove  a  Cockney.” 

In  another  place  he  paints  the 
party  in  bolder  colours,  and  in  ex- 
a<5t  conformity  with  the-  received 
opinion.  The  words  are  from  the 
tragedy  of  King  Lear.  In  an 
agony  of  defpair,  the  King  ex¬ 
claims. 

“  Oh  me,  my  heart,  my  rifing  heart !— « 
but  down  1” 

to  which  the  Fool  replies, 

“  Cry  to  it,  Nuncle,  as  the  Cockney, 
did  to  the  Eels,  when  fhe  put  them  into 


*  It  feems  very  odd  at  this  day  to  fuppoft  that  any  man  bom  in  London  fhould  never 
have  been  in  the  country  ;  but  we  mull  take  the  ftate  of  the  roads  in  former  times,  and 
various  other  things  into  the  consideration but  the  term  Cockney  itfelf  is  now  pretty 
well  worn  out. 

Jhe 
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the  pally  alive : — file  rapped  them  o’  th’ 
coxcombs  with  a  flick,  and  cried,  Down, 
wantons,  down  !  It  was  her  brother  that, 
in  pure  Icindnefs  to  his  horfe,  buttered  his 
hay.” 

Eels  being  always  fold  alive,  the 
ignorant  maid,  who  we  are  to  pre¬ 
fume  had  not  d  re  fled  any  of  them 
before,  never  thought  of  killing 
them;  but  treated  them  as  rebel¬ 
lious  creatures,  wondering  that 
they  did  not  fubmit  themfelves  as 
quietly  as  other  fifh,  which  came 
dead  to  her  hands.  The  above 
cited  inftances  point  ftrongly  at  the 
Rerum  rufticarum  ignarus  :33 
and  as  to  the  u  Buttering  the  ha y,” 
it  is  no  bad  fympathetic  type  of 
the — ((  Gulae  et  ventri  deditus.” 

Thus  much  for  traits  of  our  own 
Cockneys  ;  and,  as  I  have  hinted 
at  thofe  of  Paris,  I  give  you  the 
following  fpecimen  of  French 
Cockney-fhip  (Badauderie)  from 
Mr.  Menage.  A  Parilian,  who 
could  not  fwim,  bathing  in  the 
Seine,  got  out  of  his  depth,  and 
would  have  been  inevitably  drown¬ 
ed  had  not  feme  fwimmers  been  at 
hand  to  fave  him.  On  recovering, 
he  protelled  that  he  would  never 
venture  into  the  water  amain  till 

O 

he  had  learned  to  fwim. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  the  term 
Cockney,  being  one  of  thofe  inex¬ 
plicable  words  which  has  puzzled 
the  greateft  Gloffa rills,  I  may  well 
be  excufed  from  any  inveftigation  ; 
with  observing  that  the  eftabiifhed 
criterion  of  this  clafs  of  people ‘(as 
to  the  natale  folum)  is  the  having* 
been  born  within  the  found  of  Bow 
bell  ;  that  being  taken,  I  prefume, 
as  the  mod  central  point  of  the 
antient  City  of  London  within  the 
walls.  In  fupport  of  this  tell,  the 
fantalhck  and  afpiring  daughter  of 
honed  Touch  done  (the  goldfoaith 
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of  Cheaplide),  in  the  Comedy  of 
((  Eadward  Hoe  !33  (printed  1605), 
fays,  in  contempt  of  her  birth,  fa¬ 
mily,  and  at  the  horrid  thought  of 
being  a  Cockney  that  die  ufed — - 
f<  to  dop  her  ears  at  the  found  of 
Bow  bell.” 

For  the  honour  of  the  Cockneys* 
be  it  remembered,  that  in  the 
Chridmas  feafts,  which  were  for¬ 
merly  held  with  fo  much  foolifli 
expence  at  our  Inns  of  Court,  The 
King  of  Cockneys  (an  imaginary 
Lord-mayor  of  London,  chofen 
from  their  own  community)  was 
entertained  with  extraordinary 
refpedability  ;  of  which  we  have 
a  full  account  in  Dugdale’s  “  Ori- 
gines  Juridiciales — for  in  the 
9th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  it 
was  ordered  that—1 “  The  King  of 
Cockneys  fhould  fit,  and  have  due 
fervice;  and  that  He,  and  his  mar- 
lhal,  butler,  and  conftable-marfhal, 
fhould  have  their  lawful  and  honed: 
commandments,  by  the  delivery  of 
the  officers  of  Chridmas. 33 

Alter  all  that  has  been  faid,  Sir, 
let  us  not  be  unmindful  of  fome 
real  and  fubdantial  benefits  which 
have  arifen  to  fociety  from  this 
order  of  Citizens  in  particular* 
who  have  thus  innocently  fallen 
into  fuch  unmerited  contempt.  At 
the  time  when  Mr.  St  type  publilh- 
ed  an  enlarged  edition  of  Stowed 
Survey  of  London  and  WeftmioHer* 
there  was  an  annual  fead,  held  at 
Stepney,  exprefsly  called  “  The 
Cockney’s  Fead,33  on  which  day 
a  contribution  was  made,  either  at 
church  or  at  dinner  (or  at  both), 
with  which  the  parifh  children 
were  apprenticed.  Mr.  Strype 
(who  was  himfelf  a  Cockney)  adds, 
that  he  had  more  than  once  preach¬ 
ed  before  the  fociety  on  the  occa~ 
lion.  Mr,  Lylons  fays,  that  the 

principal 
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principal  porpofe  of  the  fociety 
was  the  apprenticing  poor  children 
to  the  fea.fervice;  and  that  the 
inftitution  was  patronized  by  fe¬ 
deral  perfons  of  diftindlion  ;  among 
which  he  adds,  that  the  Duke  of 
Montagu  and  Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Wager  were  the  ftewards  for  the 
year  1734.  ft  gave  place  at  length 
to  a  moregeneral  inftitution,  “  The 
Marine  Society, ”  eftablifhed  1756. 
So  long  as  the  primary  fraternity 
lafted,  a  fecondary  effedt  was  pro¬ 
duced,  as  it  certainly  tended  to 
keep  up  the  breed  of  true  and  ge¬ 
nuine  Cockneys,  and  thereby  ope¬ 
rated  toward  the  prefervation  of 
the  purity  of  the  Englifn  language, 
as  will  appear  from  the  circumftance 
and  examples  which  follow. 

Having  faid  thus  much.  Sir,  to 
no  purpofe,  I  will  have  the  bold- 
nefs  to  throw  out  one  word  of  com¬ 
fort,  that  feems  to  point  at  the 
femblance  of  an  etymon,  and  will 
rifque  a  conjedlure,  which,  as  far 
as  I  know,  has  not  been  hazarded 
before.  The  French  have  an  old 
appropriated  verb  (not  to  be  met 
within  the  modern  Didf  ionar  i  es— 
but  you  will  find  it  in  Cotgrave) 
tIz.  u  Coqueliner  un  enfant f  to 
fondle  and  pamper  a  child.  The 
participle  pafiive  of  this  verb  will 
therefore  be  “  Coquelinef  which 
by  no  great  violence  may,  I  think, 
be  reduced  to  u  Coqupne for,  in 
pronunciation,  the  penultimate  fyl- 
lable  (/;')  will  eafily  melt  in  the 
mouth,  and  accord,  in  our  spelling, 
with  the  word  Cockney  *. 

Thus  I  have  brought  together 
every  thing  material  that  I  can 
find  relative  to  the  term  in  quef- 


tion ■ -nor  had  I  urged  fo  much, 
but  that  I  felt  myfelf  amenable  to 
you  for  fometning  on  the  fubjedt — - 
and  here  I  leave  it. 


Hieroglyphic  Characters, 

>f. 

( From  the  additional  Notes  on  Dar -» 
rulin'1  s  1  emple  of  Nature.  J 

THE  outlines  of  animal  bodies, 
which  gave  names  to  the  conftella- 
tions,  as  well  as  the  charadfers  ufed 
in  chemiftry  for  the  metals,  and 
in  aftronomy  for  the  planets,  were 
originally  hieroglyphic  figures, 
ufed  by  the  magi  of  Egypt  before 
the  invention  ofletters,  to  record 
their  difcoveries  in  thofe  fciences. 

Other  hieroglyphic  figures  feem 
to  have  been  defigned  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  events  of  hiftory,  the 
difcoveries  in  other  arts,  and  the 
opinions  of  thofe  ancient  philofo- 
phers  on  other  fubjedts.  Thus 
their  figures  of  V enus  for  beauty, 
Minerva  for  wifdom.  Mars  and 
Bellona  for  war,  Hercules  for 
ftrength,  and  many  others,  became 
afterwards  the  deities  of  Greece 
and  Rome  ;  and  together  with  the 
figures  of  Time,  Death,  and  Fame, 
con  It  i  fate  the  language  of  the  pain- 
ters  to  this  day. 

From  the  fimiliarity  of  the  cha¬ 
racters  which  defignate  the  metals 
in  chemiftry,  and  the  planets  in 
aftronomy  it  may  be  concluded 
that  thefe  parts  of  fcience  were 
then  believed  to  be  connedfed ; 
whence  aftrology  feems  to  have 
been  a  very  early  foperflition. 


*  Baret,  in  his  Alvearie,  fays,  that  a  child  which  fucks  long  ufed  to  be  called  st  A 
Cockney,  after  St.  Auguftlne,”  meaning  the  well-known  JDo&or  of  the  Church. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  fo  far,  conftitute  an  univer¬ 
fal  vifible  languagein  thofefciences. 

So  the  glory,  of  halo,  round  the 
head  is  a  part  of  the  univerfal  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  eye,  defignating  a  holy 
perfon  ;  wings  on  the  fhouiders  de¬ 
note  a  good  angel ;  and  a  tail  and 
hoof  denote  the  figure  of  an  evil 
demon;  to  which  may  be  added 
the  cap  of  liberty  and  the  tiara  of 
popedom.  It  is  to  be  wifhed  that 
many  other  univerfal  characters 
could  be  introduced  into  practice, 
which  might  either  conftitute  a 
more  comprehenfive  language  for 
painters,  or  for  other  arts  ;  as  thofe 
of  ciphers  and  figns  have'  done  for 
arithmetic  and  algebra,  and  crot¬ 
chets  for  mufic,  and  the  alpha¬ 
bets  for  articulate  founds ;  fo  a 
zigzag  line  made  on  white  paper 
by  a  black-lead  pencil,  which 
communicates  with  the  furface  of 
the  mercury  in  the  barometer,  as 
the  paper  itfelf  is  made  conftantly 
to  move  laterally  by  a  clock,  and 
.  daily  to  defcend  through  the  fpace 
neceftary,  has  ingenioufly  produced 
a  molt  accurate  vifible  account  of 
the  rife  and  fall  of  the  mercury 
in  the  barometer  every  hour  in  the 
year. 

Mr.  Grey’s  Memoria  Technjca 
was  defigned  as  an  artificial  lan¬ 
guage  to  remember  numbers,  as  of 
the  eras,  or  dates  of  hiftory.  This 
was  done  by  fubftituting  one  con- 
fonant  and  one  vowel  for  each  fi¬ 
gure  of  the  ten  cyphers  ufed  in  arith¬ 
metic,  and  by  compofing  words 
of  thefe  letters  ;  which  words  Mr. 
Grey  makes  into  hexameter  verfes, 
and  produces  an  audible  jargon, 
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which  is  to  be  committed  to  me¬ 
mory,  and  occafionally  analyfed 
into  numbers  when  required.  An 
ingenious  French  botanift,  Mon- 
fieur  Bergeret,  has  propofed  t©  ap¬ 
ply  this  idea  of  Mr.  Grey  to  a 
botanical  nomenclature,  by  making 
the  name  of  each  plant  to  confift  of 
letters,  which,  when  analyfed, 
were  to  fignify  the  number  of  the 
clafs,  order,  genus,  and  fpecies> 
with  a  defcription  alfo  of  fome  par., 
ticular  part  of  the  plant  which  was 
defigned  to  be  both  an  audible  and 
vifible  language. 

Biftiop  Wilkins  in  his  elaborate 
“  EBay  towards  a  Real  Chara&er 
auda  Phiiofophical  Language,”  has 
endeavoured  to  produce,  with  the 
greateft  fimplicity,  and  accuracy 
and  concifenefs,  an  univerfal  lan¬ 
guage  both  to  be  written  and  fpo- 
ken,  for  the  purpofe  of  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  all  our  ideas  with  grea¬ 
ter  exa&nefs  and  lefs  labour  than  is 
done  in  common  languages,  as 
they  are  now  fpoken  and  written. 
But  we  have  to  lament  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  general  fcience  is  yet  too 
limited  both  for  his  purpofe,  and 
for  that  even  of  a  nomenclature  for 
botany  ;  and  that  th'e  fcience  of 
grammar,  and  even  the  number 
and  manner  of  the  pronunciation  of 
the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  are  not' 
yet  determined  with  fuch  accuracy 
as  would  be  neceffary  to  conftitute 
Bifhop  Wilkins’s  grand  defign  of 
an  univerfal  language,  which  might 
facilitate  the  acquirement  of  know¬ 
ledge,  and  thus  add  to  the  power 
and  happinefs  of  mankind. 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  1805. 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Ef%.  Poet  Laurent* 

THOUGH  the  tempeftuous  winds  no  more 
The  main  with  angry  pinion  fweep. 

Though  raging  ’gainft  the  founding  (hore, 

No  longer  howl  th’  impetuous  feas ; 

But  footh’d  to  reft,  the  billows  Deep, 

Save  where  foft  Zephyr’s  tepid  breeze 
Fans  with  its  ftlken  wing  the  rippling  deep; 

Yet  ftill  with  unremitting  eye 
The' pilot  marks  th’  uncertain  fky. 

The  feaman  watches  ftiil  the  gale. 

Prompt  or  to  fpread  or  furl  the  fail. 

Mindful  of  many  a  danger  paft, 

Toft  by  the  turbid  wave,  check’d  by  the  adverfe  blafh 

Not  keen  Sufpicion’s  jealous  glance, 

Not  fierce  Contention’s  feverifh  rage. 

Shall  bid  Britannia  point  the  lance, 

New  realms  to  grafp,  new  wars  to  wage. 

In  confcious  rectitude  elate, 

In  confcious  power  fecureiy  great, 

‘While  Hie  beholds  the  dangerous  tide 
Of  Battle’s  crimfon  wave  fubfide. 

Though  firm  fhe  hands  in  a  61  to  dare 
The  ftorms  of  renovated  war, 

Her  ready  fword,  her  lifted  ftiield, 

Provoke  not  the  enfanguin’d  field, 

More  than  the  wary  pilot’s  cautions  urge 
The  wind’s  tempeftuous  ftrife,  or  fweli  the.  foaming  furg£» 

O  from  our  fhores  be  exil’d  far 

Ambition’s  wild  and  reftlefs  crew, 

Who,  through  the  bleeding  paths  of  war, 

Falfe  Glory’s  daemon  form  purfue  : 

Whofe 
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Whofe  burning  third,  dill  unfubdu’d  > 

By  deluges  of  guiltlefs  blood,  :■ 

Glares  on  the  regions  round  with  fiend-like  eyes, 

While  fcarce  a  vanquifh’d  world  its  wifh  fupplies; 

Yet  ne’er  may  Sloth’s  inglorious  charm 
Unnerve  the  manly  Briton’s  arm, 

Nor  Sophidry’s  infidioiis  art 
E’er  lull  the  manly  Briton’s  heart. 

May  Peace,  with  Plenty  by  her  fide, 

Long,  long,  o’er  Albion’s  fields  prefide ! 

Long  may  her  breath,  with  placid  gale, 

Of  Commerce  fwell  the  happy  fail  5 
But,  rous’d  in  Juftice5  facred  caufe, 

Infulted  fights  or  violated  laws. 

Sill  may  her  fons  with  fierce  delight 
Flame  in  the  gleamy  van  of  fight, 

Spread  o’er  the  tented  plain,  or  brave 
With  warlike  prow  the  hoflile  wave; 

And  on  each  firm  ingenuous  bread 
Be  this  eternal  truth  imprefs’d, 

Peace  only  fheds  perennial  joys  on  thofe 

Who  guard  with  dauntlefs  arm  the  blefling  Peace  bedows* 

O  D  E  for  his  M  AJESTY’s  Birth-Day  ^  June  4,  l8o^« 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Ffq%  Poet  Laureate 

I. 

BRITAIN,  alas  !  has  woo’d  in  vain, 

Relu&ant  Peace,  thy  placid  charms ; 

Compell’d,  fhe  treads  once  more  th’  enfanguin’d  plain, 

Where  Fame,  where  Freedom,  call  aloud  for  arms, 

lt.  ■  ■ 

*  '■ 

Yet  be  awhile  the  battle’s  found. 

In  notes  of  fedive  triumph  drown’d  : 

Whether  the  fiends  of  Difcord  dy 
Portentous  through  the  fiery  fky. 

Or,  bound  in  Fate’s  coercive  chain, 

Howl  ’mid  th’  infernal  feats  in  vain  ; 

On  this  aufpicious  day  the  Mufe, 

jocund,  with  grateful  voice,  her  wonted  theme  purfueS, 

Hi, 

Amid  the  boad  of  tyrant  pride, 

I  he  pomp  of  date,  the  arm’d  array, 

Can  all  the  fliouts  of  flav’ry  hide 
That  llaves  unwilling  homage  pay  ? 

\  ol,  XLV*  or  Vol.  Ill*  New  Series.  H  No 
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No  foree  can  (hield  Ambition’s  head 
From  noontide  care,  from  midnight  dread,. 
When  the  Hill  monitor  within 
Searches  th’  abode  of  blood  and  fin  : 

While  he  who  rules  with  virtuous  fway. 

Whom  freemen  glory  to  obey. 

Sees  ev’ry  bread  the  bulwark  of  a  throne, 

His  people’s  fureft  guard,  its  faered  rights  their  own0 

VI. 

Then  let  the  Mufe,  with  duteous  hand. 

Strike  the  bold  lyre’s  reponfive  firings, 

"While  ev’ry  tongue  through  Albion’s  land 
Joins  in  the  hymn  of  praife  (he  fmgs ; 

And  Labour,  from  the  furrow’d  plain. 

And  Commerce,  from  the  billowy  main, 

"With  voice  fymphoinious  bid  arife. 

That  pureft  incenfe  to  the  (kies. 

Above  the  proudeft  wreath  of  fame. 

Which  ever  grac’d  the  vigor’s  name, 

A  nation’s  votive  breath  by  truth  confign’d 
To  blefs  a  patriot  king — the  friend  of  human  kirnk 


Elegy  on  the  Death  of  a  Young  Lady .  By  John  Greenjhields  Efp 

From  the  Poetical  Register  for  1803* 

DEAR  to  my  foul,, oh  early  loft, 

AffedUon’s  arm  was  weak  to  fave,. 

And  Frieodftiip’s  pride,  and  Virtue’s  boaft. 

Have  funk  to  an  untimely  grave. 

Clos’d  ever  clos’d,  thofe  fpeaking  eyes. 

Where  fweetnefs  beam’d  where  candour  (hone! 

And  filent  that  heart-thrilling  voice. 

Which  Mufic  ioy’d  and  called  her  own.. 

Thar  gentle  bofom  now  is  cold, 

Where  Feeling’s  veftal  fplendors  glow’d'; 

And  crumbling  down  to  common  mould. 

That  heart,  where  love  and  truth  abode  ! 

Yet  I  behold  the  fmiie  unfeigned, 

Which  dcubt  difpelled  and  kindnefs  won; 

Y'et  thefoft  diffidence,  that  gained, 

The  triumph  it  appeared  to  (hun. 
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Belufion  all — forbear  my  heart, 

Thefe  unavailing  throbs  reftrain  ; 
Deftru&ion  has  performed  his  part* 

And  Death  proclaims  thy  pangs  are  Vaifn 

Vain  tho’  they  be  this  heart  mtiftfwell  , 
With  grief  that  time  (hall  ne’er  efface  5 
And  Hill  with  bitter  pleafure  dwell. 

On  every  virtue,  every  grace. 

Forever  loft  !  I  vainly  deemed* 

That  Heaven  my  early  friend  would  fpare ; 
And  darker  as  the  profpedi  feem’d. 

The  more  I  ftruggled  with  defpair. 

I  faid — yet  a  prefaging  tear. 

Unbidden  rofe,  and  fpoke  more  true. 

She  ftill  Shall  live — the  unfolding  year. 
Shall  banifti  pain,  and  health  renew. 

She  yet  (hall  tread  the  flowery  field. 

And  catch  the  opening  rofes  breath  ; 

To  watchful  Love  Difeafe  fhall  yield* 

And  Friendlbip  ward  the  lhafts  of  Death* 

Alas !  before  the  violet  bloom’d* 

Before  the  fnows  of  winter  fled, 

Too  certain  Fate  my  hopes  confum’d. 

And  (he  was  numbered  with  the  dead. 

She  died— deferving  to  be  mourn’d 
While  parted  worth  a  pang  can  give ; 

She  died-^by  Heaven’s  bell  gifts  adorned. 
While  Folly,  Falfehood*  Baferiefs,  live. 

Long  in  their  vilenefs  live  feCure 
The  noxious  weed*  and  wounding  thorn; 
While  fnatched  by  violence  ere  mature* 

The  lily  from  her  ftem  is  torn. 

Flower  worthy  Heaven — and  Heaven  alone, 
Thee,  good  and  pure,  deferved  to  {hare— 
On  earth  a  ftrangcr,  only  (hown, 

To  teach  what  angel  natures  are. 

Yet,  who  (hall  blame  the  heart  that  feels, 
When  Heaven  refumes  the  goodir  gave  ? 
Yet,  who  fhall  fcorn  the  tear  that  fteals 
From  Friendftiip’s  eye  at  Virtue’s  grave  ? 

Hz 
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Friend,  Parent,  Sifter,  tendered  names. 

May  I,  as  pale  at  Memory’s  fhrine, 

Ye  pour  the  tribute  anguilh  claims. 

Approach,  un blam’d,  and  mingle  mine  ? 

Long  on  the  joys  of  vanifhed  years,. 

The  glance  of  fadnefs  (hall  be  call ; 

Long,  long,  the  emphatic  fpeech  of  tears. 

Shall  mourn  their  bloom  for  ever  paft. 

And  Thou!  who  from  the  orient  day, 
P.eturn’ft,  with  Hope’s  gay  dreams  elate, 
Falfely  fecure,  and  vainly  gay, 

Unconfeious  of  the  ftroke  of  Fate. 

What  waits  thee  ? — not  the  approving  fmile 
Of  faithful  love  that  chafes  care ; 

Not  the  fond  glance,  overpaying  toil. 

But  cold  and  comfortless  Defpair. 

Defpair !  I  fee  the  phantom  rove^ 

By  Cant’s  green  banks,  no  longer  bright. 

And  fiercely  grafp  the  torch  of  love, 

And  plunge  it  in  fepulchral  night. 

Farewell,  fweet  Maiden !  to  thy  tomb 
My  foul  in  fadnefs  oft  lhall  ftray. 

More  dear  to  me  the  hallowed  gloomy 
Than  Life’s  broard  glare,  or  Fortune’s  d'ayv 

And  oft,  as  Fancy  points  thy  bier, 

And  mournful  eyes  thy  lonely  bed, 

The  fecret  figh  lhall  rife — the  tear, 

Thatlhuns  obfervance  (hall  be  (lied. 

Nor  fhail  the  thought  of  Thee  depart. 

Nor  lhall  my  foul  regret  refign. 

Till  memory  perifh — till  this  heart,. 

Be  cold  and  motionlefs  as  thine- 


To - - By  R.  A.  Davenport,  Bfq.  Prom  the  fe 

jnpWAS  not  the  quick  and  dazzling  glance, 

JL  1  hat  fires  and  overpowers  the  foul, 

And  wrapt  it  in  delicious  trance, 

That  bow’d  me  to  thy  fweet  contreul. 


POETRY.  '  ; 

Hoi  Ywas  from  eyes  of  heavenly  blue, 

A  languid,  tender,  timid  ray, 

Stealing  through  lids  of  darkeft  hue, 

That  won  me  from  myfelf  away. 

^Twas  not  the  firm  commanding  voice-, 
Whofe  rapid  eloquence  overflows. 

And  feems  at  homage  to  rejoice, 

That  roufed  my  breaft  from  dull  repofe.' 

No  !  ’twas  the  foft  and.  melting  tones. 
Like  ne&ar  dropping  ftom  thy  tongue. 
By  which  my  heart  thy  empire  owns  ; 

Its  every  chord  to  Paflion  ftrung. 

And  while  that  winning  voice  I  hear. 
And  while  thofe  beaming  eyes  I  fee. 
Than  light,  or  life,  to  me  more  dear. 

My  bofom’s  fovereign  thou  mu  ft  be. 


rt 


:  *  s  w 


»► 


To  a  Lady  with  a  Prefent  of  Violets.  By  Theophilm  Swift,  S/f. 

From  the fame. 


rjHHESE  Violets  to  my  fair  I  bring. 

The  purple  progeny  of  Spring  ; 

Nor  thou,  dear  girl,  the  gift  refufe, 

Love’s  earlieft  tribute  to  the  Mufe. 

Whate’er  has  beauty,  worth  or  power. 

Or  grace,  or  luftre,  is  a  flower. 

Wit  is  a  flower,  and  bards  prepare 
The  flowers  of  Fancy  for  the  fair,. 

In  flower  of  Youth,  the  Loves  appeaj, 
Leading  in  flowery  youth  the  year ; 

And  Beauty’s  flowery  fetters  bind. 

In  fweet  captivity  the  mind. 

With  flowers  the  graces  Venus  deck. 

And  thefe  adorn  a  fairer  neck  ; 

That  neck  whofe  paradife  to  range, 

A  flower  I’d  prove  and  blefs  the  change ; 
One  little  hour  I’d  live — then  die — 

A  Violet  in  that  heaven  to  lie. 

Still  as  you  charm,  fome  flowers  we  trace, 
Some  bloflfom  of  the  mind  or  face. 

Does  Laura  lead  the  courtly  dance  ? 

We  hail  the  Flower  of  Elegance. 

H3 
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Does  Fafhion's  wreath  adorn  her  brow  ? 

The  Flow  r  of 'Taft e  is  Laura  n  w, 

In  Laura’s  mien,  in  Laura’s  mind. 

The  twin  born  Flowers  of  Grace  we  find  ; 

And  in  her  blufhing  cheek,  we  fee. 

The  Roy' l  Rofe  of  Dig  ity„ 

Yon  Lily  fymbol  of  her  youth, 

Blooms  next  her  heart  the  Flower  of  Truth* 

Oh,  might  thefe  viol  t  buds  exprefs, 

The  opening  Flower  of  Tender nefs / 

Bu  not  the  bright  eft  flpwer  of  Spring, 

That  Fancy  paints,  or  poets  fing  ; 

Nor  rhefe,  nor  all  the  fweet’s  that  blow. 

The  Rofe’s  olulh,  the  Lily's  fnow. 

With  thee  in  excellence  compare, 

Or  breathe  fo  frelh,  or  bloom  fo  lair. 

For  in  thy  bofom  lives  a  flower. 

Not  Time  (hallfpc",  nor  Death  devour, 

A  flower  that  no  rude  feafon  fears, 

And  Virtue’s  facred  name  it  bears. 


Hannah .  Sacred  to  i  he  Memory  of  her  who  is  dead  to  me .  By  J » Montgomery 

From  the  fame . 

AT  fond  fix  teen,  my  roving  heart 

Was  pierce  1  by  Love’s  delightful  dart: 

Keen  tranfport  throbb’d  in  every  vein, 

I  never  felt  fo  fweet  a  pain  I 

Where  circling  woods  embower'd  the  glade^ 

I  met  rh^  dear  romantic  maid  ; 

I  ftole  her  hand*  it  (hrunk — but,  no  ! 

I  would  not  let  my  captive  go. 

With  all  the  fervency  of  youth, 

While  paflion  told  the  tale  of  truth, 

I  mark’d  my  Hannah’s  downcalteye: 

’Twas  kind,  but  beautifully  (hy. 

Not  with  a  warmer,  purer  ray. 

The  fun  enamour’d  wooes  young  May  • 

Nor  May,  with  foiter  maiden  grace. 

Turns  from  the  fun  her  blulhing  lace. 

But,  fwifter  than  the  frighted  dove  5 
Fled  the  gay  morning  of  my  love ; 


POETRY 


Ah !  that  To  bright  a  morn,  To  foon. 

Should  vanifh  in  fo  dark  a  noon! 

The  angel  of  affe<5tion  rofe, 

And  in  his  train  a  fhoufand  woes  : 

He  poured  his  vial  on  my  head, 

And  all  the  heaven  of  rapture  Jlede 

Yet,  in  the  glory  of  my  pride, 

I  ftood — and  all  his  wrath  de£ed  ; 

I  ftood — though  whirlwinds  lhook  my  braki 
And  tightenings  cleft  my  foul  in  twain* 

I  fhunn’d  my  nymph  ;  yet  knew  not  why, 

I  durft  not  meet  her  gentle  eye'; 

I  fh min'd  her — for  I  could  not  bear. 

To  marry  her  to  my  defpair. 

Yet,  fick  at  heart  with  hope  delay'd. 

Oft  the  dear  image  -of  that  maid, 

Glanced,  like  the  rainbow,  o'er  my  mind* 
And  promis’d  happinefs  behind. 

The  ftorm  blew  o’er,  and  in  my  breaft. 

The  halcyon  peace  rebuilt  her  neft; 

The  ftorm  blew  o’er,  and  clear  and  mild, 
Tire  fea  of  youth  and  pleafure  fmil’d* 

4Twas  on  the  morning  of  that  day, 

When  Phoebus  marries  rofy  May, 

3  fought  once  more  the  charming  fpot. 

Where  bloom’d  the  thorn  by  Hannah’s  coto 

Oh!  as  I  crofs’d  the  neighbouring  plain, 

3  lived  my  wooing  days  again; 

And  Fancy  Iketch’d  my  future  life, 

My  home,  my  children,  and  my  wife* 

I  faw  the  village  fteeple  rife*- — 

My  foul  fprang,  fparkling  in  mine  eyes 
The  rural  bells  rangfweet  and  clears 
My  fond  heart  liften’d  in  mine  ear. 

I  reached  the  hamlet;  all  was  gay  ; 

1  love  a  ruftic  holiday  ! 

I  met  a  wedding— ftept  afide! 

O,  God !— my  Hannah  vvas  the  bride4! 

H4 


108 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803 

- There  is  a  grief  that  cannot  feel ; 

It  leaves  a  wound  that  will  not  heal ! 

- My  heart  grew  cold — it  felt  not  then / 

When  fli  all  it  ceafe  to  feel  again  ? 


Qmibat  between  Amadis  and  Abyes ,  King  of  Ireland ,  From  ff  Amadis  de- 
Gaul;  a  Poem ,  in  three  Books,  freely  tranflated  frotn  the  firft  Part  of  thf 
French  Verfon  of  Nicholas  de  Eabexny.  By  W.  J.  Rofe,  Efq.” 

TV  OW  dawn’d  the  morn,  and,  echoing  from  the  fort, 

TV  Loud  drums  and  trumpets  wak’d  the  drowfy  court. 

From  Erin’s  camp  the  fame  Hern  greetings  found  ; 

Thick  groups  of  anxious  Gauls  the  youth  furround. 

The  church  he  fought,  as  well  befeerned  a  Knight, 

Pledg’d  to  the  peril  of  a  mortal  fight. 

The  mafs-rite  fung,  with  pomp  and  mickle*  Hate, 

Forth  rode  the  champion  from  the  weflern  gate. 

With  graceful  eafe  a  milk-white  horfe  he  rein’d ; 

Gallia’s  bold  lord  himfelf  his  helm  fuftain’d; 

And  young  Agrayes  bore  his  blazoned  fhield. 

Whole  ample  orb  difplayed  a  golden  field; 

On  this  two  azure  lions,  clofed  in  fight. 

Grappled  for  maflery  :  fuch  the  painter’s  flight, 

Their  finews  fem’d  to  fwell,  their  manes  to  rife. 

And  flames  of  fire  to  fcatter  from  their  eyes. 

Erin’s  proud  Prince  came  riding  from  the  weft, 

A  coal-black  Heed  of  mighty  thewes  he  prefs’d. 

And,  that  he  once  had  flain  in  bloody  field, 

A  furious  giant,  on  his  maflive  fhield. 

For  his  device,  he  bore  the  fight  portray’d. 

His  lance  uplifted  cafl  a  lengthen’d  ihade. 

All  arm’d  he  was,  fave  that  his  head  was  bare  ; 

Bent  were  his  fcowling  brows,  and  Hern  his  air. 

On  the  bold  Child  he  cafl;  a  withering  look  : 

Gaul  faw,  and  for  her  youthful  Champion  fhook. 

Each  lac’d  his  helm,  and  fix’d  his  lance  in  reft. 

Then  to  his  God  a  fhort-lived  prayer  addrefs’d. 

The  trumpets  found  ;  the  hills  and  vallies  rang  ; 

The  impatient  couriers  from  the  barrier  fprang. 

T  he  beamy  fpears  the  oppofing  bucklers  thirl’d  f  ; 

Prone  on  the  field  each  foaming  ftead  was  hurl’d. 

But  flung  with  fhame,  and  arm’d  with  inborn  worth, 

Their  ftalwart  ^  lords  upftarted  from  the  earth ; 


f  Mickle,  Great,  f  Thirl,  to  bore  or  pierce.  $  Stalwart,  ftrong. 


From 
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From  their  pierced  ftdes  the  fplinter’d  truncheons  wrung, 

Aud  in  their  lofty  faddles  lightly  fprungi 
Swift  round  their  heads  their  gleaming  falchions  threw. 

And  furious  to  the  onfet  rufhed  anew. 

They  lafn  *,  they  foin+,  their  heads  in  circles  wheel, 

And  with  mad  fury  drive  the  flaming  fteel. 

Each  wounded,  wounds ;  and  each  to  madnefs  flung, 

Strikes,  as  the  fortune  of  the  battle  hung 
On  that  one  blow  ;  their  batter’d  fhieids  refound. 

Their  arms,  to  fplinters  riven,  ftrew  the  ground. 

The  afeending  fun  had  driv’n  his  car  on  high. 

And  (hot  his  radiance  from  the  middle  Iky  ! 

Faint  wax’d  the  foes,  when  Abyes,  panting  cried; 
f  Both  thou  and  I  lack  vigour  to  decide. 

u 

*  The  dubious  conflict ;  breathe  we  from  the  ftow’r, 

4  Till  wearied  nature  re-aflume  her  pow’r. 
c  From  no  bafe  motive  fprings  my  fair  requeft  ; 

4  Fear  is  no  inmate  in  this  rugged  breaft. 

*  Or,  could  my  foul  admit  fo  bafe  a  fway, 

6  Vengeance  fhould  drive  thofe  daftard  thoughts  away ! 

To  whom  the  Child:  (  Tyrant!  no  reft  from  thee 
(  Has  Gallia  found,  and  none  thou  gain’ll  from  me. 
f  Swift  guard  thy  life,  or  to  thy  mifehief £  know, 

6  Wether  this  arm  lack  vigour  for  the  blow  !’ 

Again  with  tenfold  rage  the  combat  glows, 

Thrufls  follow  thrufls,  and  blows  are  heaped  on  blows. 

At  length  the  furious  King,  with  either  hand. 

Seiz’d  and  upheav’d  in  air  his  ponderous  brand. 

Then  drove  it  thundering  on  his  youthful  foe  ; 

His  fhield  uplifted  guards  him  from  the  blow. 

But,  ftaggering  with  its  fury,  o’er  the  field 
In  giddy  rounds  his  frightened  courfer  reel’d. 

A  fickly  fweat  the  warrior’s  brows  o’erfpread, 

His  ears  incefiant  rang,  his  colour  fled. 

Fear  blanch’d  each  gallic  cheek;  but  fwift  return’d 
The  blood,  and  with  frefh  hope  each  bofom  burn’d  ; 

For  the  cleft  fhield  the  biting  fleel  retain’d  ; 

The  King  purfued  the  Child,  and  vainly  ftrain’d 
To  free  the  brand  ;  but  fway’d  with  matchlefs  force. 

And  half  upheav’d  the  Warrior  from  his  horfe. 

Woke  by  the  fierce  purfuer  from  his  trance, 

The  Child  his  eyes  unclos’d  ;  with  fudden  glance 
He  viewed  his  vantage;  and  a  furious  thruft. 

Stretch’d  the  gigantic  monarch  in  the  dull. 

Swift  from  his  lofty  fceed  the  viftor  fprung ; 

High  o’er  the  vanquifhed  foe  his  fabre  hung. 

kalh*  to  cut?  t  Foin,  to  thruft,  $  To  thy  mifehief,  to  thy  misfortune. 
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f  Yield  tliee,  or  meet  thy  death!*  he  fternly  cried; 

£  y  ield  will  I  not,*  the  bleeding  Prince  replied  ; 

But  thou,  brave  Knight,  fufpend  thy  vengeful  fword, 

(  And  let  my  parting  foul  receive  her  Lord  *  ; 
s  And  fliriv’d  f  of  fin,  and  eas’d  her  Iaft  defire, 
c  In  the  fond  arms  of  faithful  friends  expire.* 
f  Thy  boon  is  granted,’  cried  the  Child.  *  Thy  defcd/ 
Replied  the  King,  ‘  (hall  reap  no  worthies  meed. 

‘  Strait  (hall  my  chieftains  bid  their  bands  retire, 
e  And  ravaged  Gaul  from  fields  of  bloc*  refpire.* 

Kim  to  his  proud  pavillion,  drenched  ir  gore, 

His  forrowing  Knights  with  loud  lamentings  bore. 

Each  holy  rite  perform’d,  that  grace  requir’d. 

The  Prince  mid  groups  of  weeping  friends  expir’de 
His  chiefs,  obedient  to  their  lord’s  commands, 

From  Gallia’s  ravag’d  coaft  retir’d  their  bands. 


The  Cnft-Anvay 

OBSCUREST  night  involv’d  the  (ky ; 

Th’  Atlantic  billows  roar’d  ; 

'When  fuch  a  deftin’d  wretch  as  I, 

Walh’d  headlong  from  on  board. 

Of  friends,  of  hope,  of  all  bereft, 

N  His  floating  home  for  ever  left. 

i  *  ,  •  . 

No  braver  chief  could  Albion  boaft 
Than  he,  wbh  whom  he  went. 

Nor  ever  (hip  left  Albion’s  coaft 
With  warmer  wifiies  fent. 

He  lov’d  them  both,  but  both  in  vain. 

Nor  him  beheld,  nor  heard  again. 

Not  long  beneath  the  whelming  brine. 

Expert  to  fwim,  he  lav  ; 

Nor  foon  he  felt  his  (Irength  decline. 

Or  courage  die  away  ; 

*  Receive  her  Lord,  receive  the  Sacrament.  f  Shrived,  confefled. 
t  As  this  poem,  fays  Mr.  Hayley,  is  the  laft  original  production  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Cowper,  I  introduce  it  here,  perluaded  that  it  will  be  read  with  an  intereft  pro- 
portioned  to  the  extraordinary  pathos  of  the  fubjedt,  and  Hill  more  extraordinary  powers 
of  the  poet,  whofe  lyre  could  found  fo  forcibly,  unfllenced  by  the  gioom  of  the  darkelt 
diftemper,  that  was  cendudting  him,  by  flow  gradations,  to  the  fliades  of  death. 

*  20th  of  March,  1799,  he  wrote  the  ltanza,  intitled  the  *  Calt- Away,*  founded 

on  an  anecdote  in  Anfon’s  voyage,  which  his  memory  fuggefted  to  him,  although  he 
had  not  looked  into  the  book  for  many  years. 


But 
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Bat  wag'd  with  death  a  lafting  Hrife, 
upported  by  defpair  of  life. 


He  (homed:  nor  his  friends  had  fail’d 
To  check  the  veffel’s  courfe, 

But  fo  the  furious  blafl  prevail'd* 
That,  pitiless  perforce, 

They  feft  their  outcaft  mate  behind^ 
And  fcudded  dill  before  the  wind. 


Some  fuccour  yet  they  could  afford  ; 

And  fuch  as  florins  allow, 

The  calk,  the  coop  the  floated  cord* 
Delay'd  not  to  bellow. 

But  he  (they  knew)  nor  (hip  nor  fhore* 
Whate'er  they  gave,  fliould  vifit  mpie„ 


Nor  cruel  as  it  feem’d  could  he 
Their  hafte  himfeif  condemn. 
Aware  that  flight,  in  fuch  a  fea. 
Alone  could  refeue  them  ; 

But  b'tterfelt  it  ft  ill  to  die 
Deferted,  and  his  friends  fo  nigh. 


He  long  furvives  who  lives  an  hour, 

In  ocean  felf  upheld  : 

And  fo  long  he,  with  unfpem  power. 
His  deftiny  repell’d  : 

And  ever,  as  the  minutes  Sew, 
Entreated  help,  or  cried  ‘  adieu  * 

At  length  his  tranfient  refpite  paft. 

His  comrades  who  before 
Had  heard  his  voice  in  every  blaft, 
Could  catch  the  found  no  more. 

For  then,  by  toil  fu!>dued,  he  drank 
The  Hiding  wave,  and  then  he  fank, 

No  poet  wept  him  :  but  the  page 
Of  narrative  lincere, 

That  tells  his  name,  his  worth,  his  age 
Is  wet  vvith  Anions  tear. 

And  tears  by  bards  or  heroes  (lied. 
Alike  immortalize  the  dead. 


1,  therefore,  purpofe  not,  or  dream* 
Defcanting  on  his  fare, 

To  ^ive  the  melancholy,  theme 
A  more  enduring  date. 
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‘  l . .  * 

Bat  mifery  flill  delights  to  trace 
Its  femblance  in  another’s  cafe. 

No  voice  divine  the  ftorm  allay’d. 

No  light  propitious  ihone  ; 

When,  fnatch’d  from  all  effedlual  aid. 

We  perilh’d,  each  alone  ; 

But  I,  beneath  a  rougher  fea, 

Am  whelnjfd  in  deeper  gulphs  than  he* 

The  Snail*.  From  the  fame. 

TO  grafs  or  leaf,  or  fruit  or  wall. 

The  Snail  fticks  clofe,  nor  fears  to  fall. 

As  if  he  grew  there,  houfe  and  all 

Together* 

Within  that  houfe  fecure  he  hides. 

When  danger  imminent  betides 
Of  ftorm,  or  other  harm  befides 

Of  weather. 

Give  but  his  horns  the  flighteft  touch. 

His  felf-colledling  power  is  fuch, 

He  fhrinks  into  his  houfe  with  much 

Difpleafure, 

Where’er  he  dwells,  he  dwells  alone. 

Except  himfelf  has  chatties  none. 

Well  fatisfied  to  be  his  own 

Whole  treafure. 

Thus  hermit-like,  his  life  he  leads. 

Nor  partner  of  his  banquet  needs. 

And,  if  he  meet  one  only  feeds 

The  falter. 

'  .  » 

Who  feeks  him  mult  be  worfe  than  blind. 

He  and  his  houfe  are  fo  combin’d 
If  finding  it  he  fails  to  find 

Its  mailer, 

*  In  the  courFe  of  his  academical  exercifes,  Vincent  Bourne,  whofe  very  amufe- 
ments  were  clalftcal,  compofed,  or  tranflated,  many  exquilite  poems,  in  the  purefe 
Latinity,  Cowper  has  very  elegantly  rendered  many  of  them  into  Englifli.  He  has 
chofen  to  tranflate  the  *  Limax’  of  his  original  into  a  meafure  of  fweetnel's  and 
•Simplicity,  which  the  man  of  letters  will  remember  to  have  likened  to  with  appro¬ 
bation  in  the  works  of  the  gay  Sir  John  Suckling. 

Soil* 
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Sennet  addreffed  by  Mr,  jCowper  to  Mrs .  Unwin,  Fro?n  the  fame „ 

MARY  !  I  want  a  lyre  with  other  firings ; 

Such  aid  from  heaven,  as  fome  have  feign’d  they  drew. 
An  eloquence fcaree  given  to  mortals,  new. 

And  undebaf’d  by  praife  of  meaner  things ! 

That  ere  through  age  or  woe  I  fhed  my  wings, 

I  may  record  thy  worth  with  honor  due, 

In  verfe  as  mufical,  as  thou  art  true, 

Verfe  that  immortalizes  whom  it  fmgs. 

But  thou  haft  little  need :  there  is  a  book, 

By  Seraphs  writ,  with  beams  of  heavenly  light. 

On  which  the  eyes  of  God  not  rarely  look ; 

A  chronicle  of  actions  juft  and  bright ! 

There  all  thy  deeds,  my  faithful  Mary  fhine. 

And  fmee  thou  own’ll  that  praife,  I  fpare  thee  mine. 


L  incs  to  a  rernonfirating  Friend .  From  Poems ,  by  Peter  Bayleyf  Jfm,  Efq, 

Ah !  chide  me  not,  if  yet  once  more 

I  feek  that  love  long  fought  in  vain  ; 

Nor  blame  me  if,  while  I  adore. 

My  vows  are  anfwer’d  with  difdain. 

Yes,  I  confefs,  'tis  poor,  ’tis  weak. 

To  droop,  to  fit  with  folded  arms. 

To  bear  a  fever  in  my  cheek. 

And  forrow  for  an  ingrate’s  charms. 

Yet  let  me  ftill  my  cares  retain. 

Still  droop,  with  folded  arms  ftill  figh; 

Nor  mock  me  that  I  ftill  remain 
The  willing  captive  of  her  eye. 

For  Love,  with  all  his  keeneft  fmart. 

Divine  enchantment  mingles  ftill. 

And,  while  he  fires  the  conquer’d  heart, 

He  charms  with  many  a  pleafing  thrill. 

And  tortur’d  thus,  thus  doom’d  to  mourn, 

I  ftill  muft  feed  this  cherifh’d  grief, 

And  could  my  peace  once  more  return. 

My  heart  would  fcorn  the  poor  relief. 
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Then  chide  me  nor,  if  yet  once  more 
I  feek  that  iove  long  fought  m  vain; 

Nor  blame  me  if,  while  \  a  ore,  >> 

My  vows  are  anfwered  with  difdain® 

% 

A  Lyric  Rhnpfody .  From  Poems  Lyrical  and  Mifeellaneous ,  by  the  late 

Rev.  Henry  Moore  of  Lifkeard 

s  1 

T>  EAUTEOUS  Siller  of  the  Sun ! 

JL3  Whofe  gentle  rule  the  Harry  quires  obey. 

In  full-orb’d  glory  move  majellic  on. 

And  Ihed  a  fober,  a  religious  ray, 

O’er  the  gloomy  front  of  night 
Call:  a  fweetly-foleinn  grace, 

Shower  o’er  her  fable  plumes  thy  pearly  light, 

And  kindle  into  fmiies  her  awful  face. 

Here,  muling  in  the  fecret  glade, 

While  beneath  the  waving  (hade. 

Dance  on  the  chequer’d  ground  thy  quiv’ring  beams,. 

Or  play  bright  fparkling  on  the  trembling  ft  reams* 

O’er  the  fmooth  lake  a  fofter  luftre  throw, 

And  the  hill  tops  feem  tipp’d  with  filver  fnow. 

From  Folly’s  laugh,  from  Splendor’s  idle  glare. 

The  routs  of  Riot,  and  the  toils  of  Care, 

My  foul  to  Solitude,  to  Silence,  Hies, 

To  Contemplation’s  pure  and  placid  joys  : 

O  let  her  here  a  calm  afylum  find, 

/>  And  leave  the  Bufy  and  the  Gay  behind ! 

Hail  heavenly  Contemplation!  meek-ey’d  Maid! 

Fair  Hermit!  born  beneath  th'  embowering'  (hade. 

And  nurs’d  by  Silence,  daughter  of  the  Night, 

Converfing  in  thy  native  wood 
With  holy  Genii,  guardians  of  the  Good, 

Wifdom  ferene,  and  rational  delight ; 

Receive  the  fugitive — my  cares  afluage. 

And  bid  the  fwelling  pallions  ceafe  to  rage  ? 

I  long  to  hear  the  whifper’d  founds,  that  flow* 

From  thy  lov’d  lips  to  cheer  the  lonely  hours. 

Mild  as  th*  ambrofial  gales  of  heaven,  that  blow 
O’er  amaranthine  flowr’s.  \  ' 

O  come  !  and  beaming  full  on  Fancy’s  eyes 
Bid  Virtue’s  faered  glories  rife, 

Such  as  beiide  Ilyffus  ft  reams, 

Bleft  as  her  Plato’s  hallow’d  dreams, 

6  \  Whence 
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Whence  his  warm  tranfported  thought 
Its  high  eckatic  fpirit  caught ! 

Bid  me  with  awful  pleafure  trace. 

Each  mental  charm,  each  moral  grace, 

In  all,  their  fair  attra&ions  drek, 

The  Sages  thought,  the  Patriot’s  flame. 

The  pure  defire,  the  generous  aim. 

And  the  bright  ardor  of  the  godlike  break  ! 

The  friendly  heart,  the  focial  glow, 

The  melting  foul  of  tendernefs, 

T  he  tear  by  Pity  taught  to  flow, 

To  foothe  the  pangs  of  keen  dikrefs  ; 

The  Arm  refolve,  that  dares  defy 
The  lightning  of  the  Tyrant’s  eye. 

And,  fpite  of  Flattery,  or  force, 

Holds  on  unmov’d  its  honek  courfe  ! 

Thus  let  me  view,  the  mind-ennobling  Maid, 

In  mingled  majeky  and  grace  arrayed, 

Till  in  my  break  her  thrilling  pow’r  infpires 
Her  own  divine  delights,  her  own  immortal  fires* 

But  chief,  above  thefublunary  kies 
Bid  my  bold  ideas  rife 
On  Rapture’s  flaming  car, 

By  fiery  courfers  born  in  boundiefs  flight 
Above  the  blazing  height 
Of  yon  dread  concave  gemm'd  with  many  a  {tar. 

To  orbs  infpher’d  in  empyrean  gold, 

Where  crown’d  with  flow'ry  wreaths,  that  never  die, 

The  blooming  fons  of  Immortality 

Sport  with  young  Joys  in  endlefs  circles  roll’d  : 

Where  the  firft  Beauty  fheds  eternal  day. 

While  round  his  fapphire  throne  the  flame. rob’d  quire 
Touch  into  tranfport  high  the  heavenly  lyre, 

And  to  the  Perfect  Fair  devote  the  lay  ; 

And  while  around  his  peerlefs  glories  kream, 

Glow  with  the  warmth,  and  brightens  in  the  beam. 

Flail  Excellence  Supreme !  above,  below. 

We  fee  thy  beauteous  emanations  flow. 

Hence  each  fublime,  engaging  grace. 

That  krikes,  or  charms  on  Nature’s  race? 

Hence  Art  derives  her  mimic  power  topleafe. 

Her  varied  order,  and  her  polilhed  eafei 

Wifdom  from  Thee,  the  parent  Mind, 

Imbibes  her  intelleifhial  day, 

The  tow’ring  fentiment,  the  thought  refin’d. 

Are  beamings  of  thy  borrow’d  ray  : 

When  Virtue  on  her  fmooth  unfullied  break 
Beholds  her  moral  charms  confeft. 
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Majeftically  Great,  or  fweetly  Fair, 

She  views  but  thy  refleded  image  there* 

When  at  thy  potent  voice  confufion  fled. 

And  from  the  dread  abyfs  of  antient  night 
Young  Nature  rofe — while  round  her  purple  head 
Play’d  the  mildluftre  of  the  new-born  light ; 

When  o’er  the  wide-extended  globe 
Celeftial  Beauty  call  her  flowery  robe, 

With  towering  cedars  crown’d,  the  hanging  hill, 

Shed  o’er  the  plain,  the  grove*  the  gladey 
Her  fweetly-varied  light  and  fhade. 

And  thro’ the  valley  pour’d  the  vagrant  rill ; 

While  Life  diffiif’d  thro’  ocean,  earth*  and  air* 

In  her  variety  of  forms  more  fair, 

Aloft  on  tiew.fledg’d  pinions  wing’d  her  way. 

Or  cleav’d  with  oary  fins  the  foaming  fea, 

Roam’d  o’er  the  mountain,  bounded  thro’  the  brake 
Graz’d  the  fmooth  green,  or  lurk’d  in  fedgy  lake  ; 
Still  was  there  wanting,  to  command  the  whole, 

A  ruling  pow’r,  a  reafoning  foul* 

A  work  of  more  exalted  kind 
Thy  great  ideas  then  defign’d; 

Bade  a  majeftic  form  arife. 

And  lift  to  heav’n  the  confcious  brow, 

•*  The  feat  of  thought,  andfparkling  eyes 
All  bright  in  Fancy’s  vivid  glow* 

Him,  thy  fair  Image,  did  thy  word  ordain 
The  reafoning  Monarch  of  the  land  and  main. 
Supreme,  but  with  a  juft  and  gentle  fway. 

And  bade  the  Brute  his  deftin’d  Lord  obey. 

Nor  for  this  world  alone,  a  tranfient  fcene. 

Form’d:  thou  the  foul — Some  inftind  from  within* 
Thine  infpiration,  wings  her  wifh  fublime 
Beyond  the  bounds  of  nature  and  of  time. 

The  ftrong  and  reftlefs  energy  of  Mind, 

That  roves  the  fields  of  Science  unconfin’d. 

That  fpreads  its  darting  plumes  from  pole  to  poley 
Wherever  tempefts  rage,  or  oceans  roll. 

Explores  the  fecrets  of  the  realms  on  high, 

Draws  the  red  lightnings  from  the  low ’ring  Iky, 
Bids  feven.fold  light  its  magic  dyes  difplay. 

The  blended  glories  of  the  golden  day, 

Treads  the  bright  path  the  circling  planets  run. 
Sports  in  the  living  fplendo.rs  of  the  fun, 

Or  far  out-dies  the  comet’s  blazing  race. 

And  feeks  new  fvftems  thro’  the  wilds  of  fpace— 
Immenfe  defigns. 
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Immortal  hopes,  and  unextinguifhed  fires,, 

Exalt  her  vail  afpiririg  thought  to  Thee, 

And  only  find  a  bound  in  thine  Infinity. 

But  when,  forgetful  of  her  heavenly  birth. 

She  droops  her  idle  plumes,  and  finks  fd  earth. 

When  loft  to  Virtue’s  facred  charms. 

Pier  vigour  melts  in  Pleafure’s  arms. 

Her  grace  and  beauties  by  degrees  decay,  «  . 

And  milts  of  error  cloud  her  mental  ray  ; 

Slaves  to  a  tyrant  luft,  divine  no  mote, 

Her  towering  faculties  no  longer  foar  ; 

Her  nobler  powers  in  wild  confufion  toll 
By  furious  paflions,  or  in  languor  loft,'- 
Lie  drear  and  wafte,  like  once  a  beauteous  world 
Dafti’d  into  ruin*  and  in  Chaos  hurl’d. 

* 

/  S  - 

Ode  cccnfianed  by  the  Atheifical  Tenets  .publicly  avowed  in  F ranee k 

■  ‘  .  '  / 

From  the  fame  . 

“  T  S  there  a  God  ?”  the  Sceptic  cries, 

-X-  Profanely  daring,  and  abfurdiy  wife  *; 

Afk  the  loud  thunder!  Aik  the  lightning’s  glare  l 
When  Terror  riding  on  his  fiery  car, 

Flafning  thro’  the  blue  profound 
Shakes  the  vaulted  heav’ns  around  : 

Or  aik  the  troubl’d  deep, 

When  o’er  the  furge  the  dire  tornado’s  fweep, 

Bid  the  vex’d  furface  into  mountains  rife. 

And  wild  confufion  mingles  waves  and  Ikies  ; 

While  the  poor  pilot,  pale  with  dread, 

Sees  ghaftly  death  hang  foaming  o’er  his  head  ; 

Trembling  (he’ll  tell,  what  awful  pow’r  prefides 
To  fink,  or  fwell  to  rage  her  hoarfe- refounding  tides* 

Afk  of  the  (kies,  who  form’d  their  (hinirig  frame  3 
Who  rang’d  the  ftarry  legions  in  array  ; 

•  Who  thro’  the  void  elane’d  the  comets’  flame, 

And  from  its  golden  fountain  pour’d  the  day  ? 

Who  bends  the  concave  of  the  fcven-foldbow  ? 

Who  gives  the.  rifing  morn  its  rofeate  gloiY  ? 

In  tenfold  darknefs  now  involves  the  fphere  ! 

W  hile  ftalk  terrific  thro’  the  dreadful  night 
Ravening  death  and  pkle  affright, 

And  fhake  the  fhiv’ring  heart  with  frantic  fear  ? 

*  Hor.  Ou.  34.  1..  1.  Infanientis  SapisnUse. 
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Are  proofs  of  power  too  weak  ?  behold  around 
Bounty  profafe,  and  love,  that  knows  no  bound  ! 
For  thee  ungrateful  Man  !  his  favourite  care. 

He  fheds  a  thoufand  charms  on  Nature’s  face, 

All  fweetly  blended — the  fublime,  the  fair. 

Order  divine,  and  foul  enchanting  grace. 

Cloth’d  the  gay  paftures  with  enlivening  green, 
Arch’d  with  embow’ring  (hades  the  fylvan  fcene ; 
Sweli’d  the  high  mountain  with  majeftic  pride, 
Slop’d  the  deep  vale,  and  down  its  winding  fide 
Bid  many  a  frefh  rili  how,  that  murmuring  drays 
Mod  mulical  in  many  a  waving  maze. 

For  thee  his  vernal  Zephyr’s  play 
And  in  rich  colours  blooms  the  flow’ry  May  ; 

For  thee  his  handmaid  Nature  fhow’rs  around 
Her  amjde  (lores,  and  loads  the  gladden’d  ground  ; 
For  thee  his-  Moons  their  filver  beams  unfold, 

And  Suns  with  regal  grandeur  blaze  in  gold. 

Yet  Man  with  reafon  blind,  perverfe  of  will, 
Caprice  his  guide,  and  lud  his  law. 

Still  prone  to  interdicted  will, 

Nor  Love  can  melt,  nor  Pow’r  can  awe, 

Of  Heav'n’s  unnumber’d  bounties  while  polled 
i  he  goodnefs  he  blafphemcs,  that  makes  him  bled 
Weak  reptile!  dares  with  impious  pride 
Oppofe  the  Omnipotent’s  command, 

Nor  differs  his  uplifted  hand  * 

To  lay  the  vengeful  bolt  aiide. 

Infatiate  Famine,  dame  ey’d  War, 

. 

Foul  Difeafe’s  ghadly  train, 

And  pining  Grief  and  agonizing  Pain, 

Outrageous  Frenzy,,  fulleiuey’d  Dcfpair, 

Whofe  hand  determined  grafps  the  dart 
To  drive  it  to  her  heart, 

Pale-ey’d  Anxiety,  that  knows  no  red 
And  fell  Remorfe  with  fnaky  treffes  crown’d, 

Vv  ith  all  her  thoufand  Fiends  of  horror  round, 
That  pierce  with  guilty  pangs  the  fee  ret.  bread, 
And  that  dread  voice  that  dogs  the  godlefs  crew. 
Which  filent  long,  at  length  with  awful  roll  , 

Like  thunder  pealing  thro’  the  (huddering  foul, 

’  Compels  it  to  bel'eve  and  tremble  too, 

All  at  his  footftool  wait  his  dread  command  : 

~  _ 

fer  noftrmn  patjmur  fcelus. 

iracm  .da  Jovem  po-nere  fulmina„  1  or.  Od.  iii.  L.  I. 
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.Grim-vifaged  Vengeance  heads  the  grifly  band  s 
Arm’d  with  her  iron  rod, 

With  all  the  flames  and  thunders  of  her  God* 

Her  hofl  of  marfhajl’d  ills  fhe  leads  below. 

And  deals  around  variety  of  woe. 

Hail  Greatefi !  Wifefti  Beil  l 
While  peal  thy  thunders,  and  thy  lightnings  glow. 

Let  the  bold  tremble,  and  the  haughty  bow. 

And  thrilling  terrors , chill  the  Tyrant’s  bread; ! 

But  blefs  the  pious,  gentle,  generous  Race, 

7On  whom  imprefl,  in  many  a  lovely  line 

The  beamings  of  thy  beauty  fhine, 

With  full  refledlsd  grace  ? 

Theirs  is  heart-cheering  Hope,  of  eye  ferene. 

Mild  as  fome  fmiling  Angel’s  placid  mien; 

Theirs  is  ftrong.  pinion’d  Faith,  that  dares  the  Iky  § 

Theirs  peace  ethereal  ever  calm,  and  even  ; 

Theirs  the  rapt  Seraph’s  ford- entrancing  joy  ; 

Theirs  the  fair  dawnings  of  the  day  of  Heaven  0 

To  them  thy  flaming  bolts  no  terrors  bear, 

While  in  their  dread  Almighty  King  they  view 
The  tender  Father  too, 
joy  in  thy  loy.e,  and  trull  thy  faithful  care. 

Thus  fome  bright  Cherub  Hands  before  thy  (brine? 

Fearlefs  his  Maker’s  awful  form  furveys  , 

Securely  fees  his  dreadful  glories  fhine, 

And  in  his  lightning’s  livid  flaflies  plays. 

'Tranjlaiion  of  a  Part  of  Boileau’s  ift  Epiftle .  From  the  Wqrh  of  Rk hard 

Q'iven  Cambridge.)  Efp° 

i:  r T^HUS  of  Pyrrhus  enquired  his  old  Tutor  and  friend  t 
A  Thefe  elephants,  foldiers,  and  fhips,  to  what  end  j? 

Fyr.  To  the  fiege  ;  for  I’ve  oft  been  invited  to  come, 

And  with  glory  to  conquer  all- conquering  Pvorae. 

Tut.  I  agree  that  great  glory  from  thence  would  enfue, 

And  ’ tis  worthy  alone  Alexander  or  yon. 

After  fuch  an  exoloit,  theres  no  more  to  be  done. — - 
Pyr.  Yes — the  countries  that  border  on  Rome  mutt  be  won. 

Tut.  Any  more  ?  Pyr.  Don’t  you  fee  Syracufe  is  fo  near. 

Tut.  Any  more  ?  Pyr.  Give  me  that,  and  to  Carthage  I  fleer* 
jT.Ut.  Now  1  fee,  you’re  refolved  to  be  , matter  of  all, 

The  near  and  the  dittant,  the  great  god  the  fmall ; 

And  I  plainly  perceive  you  will  not  be  at  reft 

j.  ill  you’ve  tried  ajl  the  Eaft,  when  you’ve, conquer’d  the  Weft, 
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So  Egypt  is  your’s%  Your  Ambition  then  ranges, 

And  bears  you  away  to  the  Tigris  and  Ganges. 

But  when  crown’d  with  fuccefs,  and  with  glory  you  tire  us, 
Wbiat’s  left  to  be  done  when  return’d  to  Epirus? 

Ftr.  Why  to  feaft  on  good  cheer,  and  good  liquor  to  quaff; 

And,  forgetting  our  labours,  tofu  down  and  laugh.  / 

Tut.  Then  why  fhould  we  travel  to  Egypt  and  Rome  ? 

Who  forbids  us  to  laugh  without  Jlirring  from  home?'* 

Youth  and  Age  an  Ode .  From  the  S wed  if  of  Chevalier  FJelcrantz.  From 
Ar?nine  and  Elvira .  A  legendary  Tale .  With  other  Foetus.  By  Edmund 
Cartwright,  M.  A. 

MINION  of  happinefs!  to-day 

5 1  is  your’s  in  life’s  fmooth  path  to  ft  ray, 

W  hile  Youth  and  Health,  twin  fillers  bring 
The  bloomy  progeny  of  Spring. 

A  chaplet  for  your  brow  to  weave  ; 

W'  hile  Hope,  that  fmiles  but  to  deceive^ 

With  fportive  pinion  fans  the  air, 

Nor  lets  you  fee  the  growing  care ; 

1  he  fenfes  on  your  dazzled  light 
Unlock  the  iluices  of  delight, 

Deluge  y  our  heart  with  floods  of  joy, 

Sufpeding  not  that  they  fhall  cloy. 

Soon  as  the ^lorning  drinks  the  dew. 

And  flings  around  her  rofeate  hue. 

For  you  the  groves  their  fweet*  prepare,  ♦ 

And  new-blown  rofes  feent  the  air; 

For  you  the  groves  their  mufic  breathe. 

And  form  for  you  the  feilive  wreath. 

\  The  flowing  goblet  to  entwine. 

Where  of  the  rich  Burgundian  vine, 

1  he  juice  nedlareous,  fparkling  bright. 

Invites  you  with  its  ruby  light. 

Now  jocund  mirth  and  fong  abound. 

And  tales  of  heroes  now  go  round  ; 

Thofe  heroes  of  the  Swedilh  name, 

"Whofe  deeds  reviv’d  their  country’s  fame, 

Whofe  blood,  profufely  flowing,  dyed, 

With  ftreams  of  glory,  Finland’s  tide. 

Now  love  your  bounding  heart  engage*, 

Jn every  vein  the  tempeft  rages; 

Reafon  in  chains  of  dalliance  bound. 

Each  fen.fe  in  fweet  delirium  drown’d* 

Clafp’d  in  the  Elyfluin  of  her  arms 
You  revel  on  the  fair  one’s  charms, 
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Nor  dream,  while  thus  entranc’d  you  lie, 
The  rofe  of' pleafure  e’er  (hall  die! 

Midaken  youth!  with  quick  decay 
The  rofe  of  pleafure  dies  away! 

An  infect  of  the  fummer  hour. 

You  balk  upon  a  tranfient  flower  ; 

Fad  fall  its  leaves,  they  perifh  all ! 

And  with' the  falling  leaf  you  fall! 
Miftaken  youth  !  your  dreams  are  o’er, 

‘  And  exultation  is  no  more! 

As  o’er  the  flumberer  in  the  vale 
Unnotic’d  deals  the  palling  gale. 

So  unperceiv’d  youth’s  moments  Hide; 

Days,  months,  and  years,  with  hurried  hade, 
Pafs  on,  their  very  track  untrac’d ! 

With  equal  fpeed,  thepleafures  too 
Their  unremitting  flight  purfue. 

In  vain  would  you  impede  their  pace, 

And  win  them  back  to  your  embrace  ; 

Mere  unfubdantial  forms,  alas ! 

Now  only  feen  in  memory’s  glafs  ! 

And  even  there  hpw  foon  to  fade, 

As  Time's  dark  wings  extend  their  lhade! 
Ah!  now  what  pangs  your  bofom  fhare  ! 

See  pain,  and  grief,  and  want,  and  care; 
Anxiety  that  gnaws  the  heart, 

And  felf-reproach’s  burning  fmart. 

And  wild  unfatisfi’d  defire. 

All,  all,  againd  your  peace  confpire  l 
Time  on  your  locks  his  fnow  has  fpread, 

The  rofes  on  your  cheeks  are  dead, 

There  forrow  digs,  with  hand  fevere, 

A  furrow  for  the  falling  tear! 

Unthinking  forrower,  ceafe  to  mourn! 
Tho’  late,  Reflection  may  return, 

Rcafon  again  refume  her  feat, 

Calm  Wifdom,  from  her  dill  retreat, 

Once  more  her  precepts  may  impart, 

And  Friendfhip hold  you  to  her  heart! 

Its  foliage  fcatter’d  by  the  wind. 

Yet  on  the  tree  remains  behind 
Autumnal  fruit,  that  fhall  adorn 
1  he  leaflefs  branches,  temped-torn, 


/ 


,  '  *  .  ;  •  /  ;  '  . 

‘  ,  ■  1  -  1  ,  \ 

m  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1803. .  ' 

/.  «  ' 

1  .?  >  ■  h  V  .  ■ .  • , T  « 

Apeftrophe  to  Aurelia,  From  (C  Scenes  of  Infancy  dejcriptive  of  Tlviotd&k 

By  John  Leyden,” 

OFT  have  I  wandered,  in  my  vernal  years. 

Where  Ruberflaw  his  miky  fiimmit  rears. 

And,  as  the  fleecy  furges  clos’d  amain,1 
To  gain  the  top  have  traced  that  fhelving  lane. 

Where  every  fhallow  it  ripe  of  level  green. 

That,  winding,  runs  the  feat tered  crags  between, 

Is  rudely  notched  acrofs  the  g raffy  rind, 

In  awkward  letters,  by  the  rural  hind. 

When  fond  and  faithful  fwains  affemble  gay, 

To  meet  their  love  on  rural  holiday,  ’ 

The  trace  of  each  obfeiire,  decaying  name. 

Of  fome  fond  pair  records  the  fecret  flame J. 

And  here  the  village  maiden  bends  her  way. 

When  vows  are  broke,  and  fading  charms  decay* 

Sings  her  foft  farrow  to  the  mountain  gale,  , 

And  weeps,  that  love’s  delufions  e’er  fhouid  faiL 
Here,  too,  the  youthful  widow  comes,  to  clear. 

From  weeds,  a  name  to  fond  affection  dear  : 

She  pares  the  fod,  with  burking  heart,  and  cries, 

“  The  hand,  that  traced  it,  in  the  cold  grave  lies l”*— 

Ah  dear  Aurelia!  when  this  arm  ihall  guide 
Thy  twilight  fleps  no  more  by  Teviot’s  nde. 

When  I,  to  pine  in  eakern  realms,  have  gone. 

And  years  have'  puffed,  and  thou  remain’d;  alone. 

Wilt  thou,  kill  partial  to  thy  youthful  flame 
Regard  the  turf,  where  firft  I  carv’d  thy  name, 

And  think,  thy  wanderer,  far  beyond  the  fea, 

Falfe  to  his  heart,  was  ever  true  to  thee  ? 

Why  bend,  fo  fad,  that  kind,  regretful  view, 

As  every  moment  were  my  lak  adieu  ? 

Ahi  fpare  that  tearful  look,  > tis  death  to  fee, 

Tot  break  this  tortured  heart,  that  bleeds  for  thee! 

That  fnowy  cheek,  that  moift  and  gelid  brow, 

Thofe  quivering  lips,  that  breathe  the  unflnifned  vow, 

Thefe  eyes,  that  kill  with  dimming  tears  o’trfiow. 

Will  haunt  me,  when  thou  canft  not  fee  my  wee* 

Not  yet,  with  fend  but  felf-accufing.pain, 

M  ine  eyes,  reverted,  linger  o’er  the  main  ; 

But,  fad,  as  he  that  dies  in  early  fpring, 

WThen  flowers  begin  to  blow,  and  larks  to  fling. 

When  Nature’s  joy  a  moment  warms  his  heart. 

And  makes  it  doubly  hard  with  .life  to  part, 

I  hear  the  whifpers  of  the  dancing  gale, 

And,  fearful,  liken  for  the  flapping  fail, 

4  ,  ~  Seek, 


/ 


I 
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'Seek,  in  thefe  natal  fhades,  a  {holt  relief, 

And  deal  a  pleafure  from  maturing  grief. 

Yes !  in  thefe  {hades,  this  fond,  adoring  mind 
Had  hoped,  in  thee,  a  dearer  fell  to  find. 

Still  from  thy  form  fome  lurking  grace  to  glean. 

And  wonder,  it  fo  long  remained  unfeen, 

Hoped,  thofe  feducing  graces  might  impact 
Their  native  fweetnefs  to  this  fterner  heart, 

While  thofe  dear  eyes,  in  pearly  light  that  fhine, 

Fond  thought !  {hould  borrow  manlier  beams  from  mine. 

Ah  !  fruitlefs  hope  of  blifs ,  that  ne’er  fhall  be ! 

Shall  but  this  lonely  heart  furvive  to  me  ? 

No  !  in  the  temple  of  my  purer  mind, 

Thine  imaged  form  fhall  ever  live  enilirined, 

And  hear  the  vows,  to  hr  ft  affection  due, 

Still  breathed — for  love,  that  ceafes,  ne’er  was  true, 

'  •  i  t 

Thomas  the  Rhymer ,  From  the  fame, 

BY  every  thorn  along  the  woodland  damp, 

The  tiny  glow-worm  lights  her  em’rald  Camp  ; 

Like  the  fhot-ftar,  whofe  yet  unquenched  light 
Studs  with  faint  gleam  the  raven-veft  of  night. 

The  fairy  ring-dance  now,  round  Eildon-tree, 

Moves  to  wild  drains  of  elfin  minftrelfy  ; 

On  glancing  ftep  appears  the  fairy  queen  ; 

The  printed  grafs,  beneath,  fp rings  foft  and  green  ; 

While,  hand  in  hand,  ihe  leads  the  frolic  round. 

The  dinning  tabor  fhakes  the  charmed  ground  ; 

Or,  graceful  mounted  on  her  pall  rey  grey, 

In  robes,  that  glider  like  the  fun  in  May, 

With  hawk  and  hound  ihe  leads  the  moonlight  ranks, 

Of  knights  and  dames,  to  Huntly’s  ferny  banks. 

Where  Rymour,  long  of  yore,  the  nymph  embraced. 

The  firfc  of  men  unearthly  lips  to  tafte. 

Radi  was  the  vow,  and  fatal  was  the  hour, 

Which  gave  a  mortal  to  a  Faity’s  power. 

A  lingering  leave  he  took  of  Sun  and  Moon  ; 

— Dire  to  the  Minftrel  was  the  Fairy's  boon! — - 
A  fad  farewell  of  grafs  and  green-leaved  tree, 

The  haunts  of  childhood  doomed  no  more  ro'fee. 

Through  winding  paths,  that  never  law  the  fun. 

Where  Eildon  hides  his  roots  in  caverns  dun, 

They  pafs, — the  hollow  pavement,  as  they  go, 

Rocks  to  remurmuring  waves,  that  boil  below  | 

-  •  I  4  '  Silent 
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Silent  they  wade,  where  founding  torrents  eave 
The  banks,  and  red  the  tinge_of  every  wave  ; 

For  all  the  blood,  that  dyes  the  warrior’s  hand,  * 
Runs  through  the  thirfty  fprings  of  Fairy-land. 
Level  and  green  the  downward  region  lies, 

And  low  the  ceiling  of  the  Fairy  ikies; 

Self-kindled  gems  a  richer  light  difplay 
Than  gilds  the  earth,  but  not  a  purer  day. 
Refplendent  crydal  forms  the  palace- wall, 

The  diamond’s  trembling  luftre  lights  the  hall  : 

Tut  where  foft  emeralds  fired  an  umbered  light, 
Befide  each  coal-black  courfes  fleeps  a  knight ; 

A  raven  pjume  waves  o’er  each  helmed  cred, 

And  black  the  mail,  which  binds  each  manly  bread. 
Girt  with  broad  faulchion,  and  with  bugle  green— 
Ah  !  could  a  mortal  trait  the  Fairy  Queen  ! 

From  mortal  lips  an  earthly  accent  fell. 

And  Rymour’s  tongue  confeiTed  the  numbing  fpell ; 
In  iron  deep  the  Minftrel  lies  forlorn. 

Who  breathed  a  found  before  he  blew  the  horn. 

So  Vat  took  once,  as  eadern  legends  tell, 

Sought  the  vail  dome  of  fubterranen  Hell, 

Where  ghaftly,  in  their  cedar  biers  enfhrined, 

The  flefhlefs  forms  of  antient  Kings  reclined. 

Who,  long  before  primaeval  Adam  rofe, 

Had  heard  the  central  gates  behind  them  clofe. 

W;th  japring  clang  the  hebon  portals  ope 
And,  clofing,  toll  the  funeral  knell  of  Hope. 

A  fable  taped  ry  lined  the  marble  wall, 

And  fpirits  curfed  italked  dimly  through  the  hall: 
There,  as  he  viewed  each  right  hand  ceafelefs  pretty 
With  writhinu  angmifh,  to  each  blaited  bread. 

Blue,  o’er  his  brow,  convulilve  fibres  dart, 

Apd  flames  of  vengeance  eddy  round  his  heart ; 
With  a  direfhriek,  he  joins  the  redlefs  throng. 

And  vaulted  Hell  returned  his  funeral  fong. 

M)  derious  Rymour!  doomed,  by  Fate’s  decree. 
Still  to  revidt  Eildon’s  lonely  tree, 

Whepe  oft  the  fvva’n,  at  dawn  of  Hallow-day, 

Hears  thy  black  barb  with  fierce  impatience  neigh ! 
Say,  who  is  he^  with  furnmons  drong  and  high. 
That  bids  the  charmed  fleep  of  ages  fly. 

Rolls  the  long  found  through  Eildon’s  caverns  vafl. 
While  each  dark  warrior  roufes  at  the  blad. 

His  honij  his  faulchion,  grafps  with  mighty  hand, 
And  peals  proud  Arthur’s  march  from  Fairy -land  ? 
Where  every  coal  -  black  courier  paws  the  green. 

His  printed  Aep  ili^il  evermore  be  feen  ; 
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The  filver  fhields  in  moony  fplendour  fhine - 

'  Beware,  fond  youth  !  a  mightier  hand  than  thine. 

With  deathlefs  luilre,  in  romantic  lay’. 

Shall  Rymour’s  fate,  and  Arthur’s  fame  difplay. 

O  Scott!  with  whom,  in  youth’s ferendl  prime, 

I  wove,  with  carelefs  hand,  the  Fairy  rhyme, 

Bade  chivalry’s  barbaric  pomp  return, 

And  heroes  wake  from  every  mouldering  urn  ! 

Thy  powerful  verfe,  to  grace  the  courtly  hall. 

Shall  many  a  tale  of  elder  time  recall. 

The  deeds  of  knights,  the  loves  of  dames,  proclaim 
And  ‘give  forgotten  bards  their  former  fame. 

Enough  for  me,  if  Fancy  wake  the  fpell, 

To  eaftern  Minftrels  drains  like  thine  to  tell, 

Till  faddening  memory  all  our  haunts  redore, 

The  wild-wood  walks  by  Fsk’s  romantic  fhore, 

The  circled  hearth,  which  ne’er  was  wont  to  fail 
In  cheerful  joke,  or  legendary  tale, 

Thy  mind,  whofe  fearlefs  franknefs  nought  could  move. 

Thy  friendfhip,  like  an  elder  brother’s  love. 

While  from  each  fcene  of  early  life  I  part. 

True  to  the  beatings  of  this  ardent  heart, 

When,  half-deceafed,  with  half  the  world  between. 

My  name  (hall  be  unmentioned  on  the  green, 

When  years  combine  with  diftance,  let  me  be. 

By  all  forgot,  remembered  yet  by  thee ! 

‘  -  '  _  \ 

The  Soldier  $  Dream*  From  (C  The  Fleafures  of  Hope ,  'with  other  Poems* 

By  T.  Campbell 

.  #  A'  •  ;  • 

OUR  bugler  fung  tyvice  ;  for  the  night  cloud  had  lower’d. 

And  the'fentinel  liars  fet  their  watch  in  the  Iky; 

And  thoufands  had  funk  on-the  ground  overpower’d. 

The  weary  to  fleep,  and  the  wounded  to  die. 


When,  repofing  that  night  on  my  pallet  of  draw, 

By  the  wolf-fearing  faggot  that  guarded  the  {lain, 
At  the  dead  of  the  night  a  fweet  vifion  I  faw; 

And  twice  ere  the  cock-crow,  I  dreamt  it  again. 

Methought  from  the  battle-field’s  dreadful  array, 

Far,  tar,  I  had  roam’d  on  a  defolate  track, 
aTill  autumn  and  funfhine  arofepn  the  way, 

To  the  houfe  of  my  father’s  that  welcom’d  me  back. 


I  flew  to  the  pleafant  fields,  travers’d  fg  oft 

In  life’s  morning  march,  when  my  bofomwas  young; 
I  heard  my  own  mountain-goats  bleating  aloft, 

And  knew  the  fweet  ftram  that  the  corn-reaper  fung. 


I 
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/  Then  pledg’d  we  the  wine- cup,  and  fondly  I  fwore 

From  my  home  and  my  weeping  friends  never  to  parti 
My  little  ones  kifs’d  me  a  thoufand  times  o'er. 

And  my  wife  fobb’d  aloud  in  her  fulnefs  of  heart— 

qi  Stay,  ftay  with  us  !  reft  ! — thou  art  weary  and  worn  P5 
(And  fain  was  their  war-broken  roldier  to  ftay) 

But  forrow  return’d  with  the  dawning  of  morn. 

And  the  voice  in  my  dreaming  ear  melted  away  \ 

German  drinking  Song .  From  the  fame * 

SWEET  Ifer  were  thy  funny  realm 
And  fiowr’y  fountains  mine. 

The  waters  would  1  fhade  with  elm. 

To  prop  the  tender  vine. 

My  golden  flagons  I  would  fill 
With  rofy  draughts  from  ev’rykill ; 

And  under  each  green  fpreading  bowel 
My  gay  companions  Ihould  prolong 
The  feaft,  the  revel,  and  the  fong. 

To  many  a  fportive  hour. 

Tike  rivers  crimfon’d  by  the  beam 
Of  yonder  planet  bright, 

Our  neftar  cups  Ihould  everftream 
Profusion  of  delight ! 

No  care  fhould  touch  the  mellow  hearty 
And  fad  or  fober  none  depart  ; 

(For  wine  can  triumph  over  woe) 

And  Love  and  Bacchus,  brother  powers.- 
Should  build  in  Ifer’s  funny  bowers* 

A  Paradife  below  1 


tfigrams.  From  t(  Epigrams,  in  two  Books  F  By  William  Barnes  Rhoiez* 

>  »  i  •  ' 

\ 

To  Mira. 

THY  fmiles  are  like  an  April  day. 

Which,  flattering  in  vain, 

Firft  tempts  me  out  in  light  array, 

Then  drenches  me  with  rain. 

Forbear,  dear  Maid,  with  cruel  {kill 
To  triumph  a  deceiver; 

Than  thus  to  aft,  t’were  kinder  ftill 
To  frown  on  me  for  ever. 


He 


POETRY. 


He  who  in  age  betakes  a  youthful  bride. 
May,  like  a  fool,  with  juftnefs  be  decreed 
"^Vho  buys  a  valuable  book  through  pride. 

To  lend  unto  his  learned  friends- to  read. 


ie  I’ll  follow  thy  fortune/’  a  termagant  cries, 
Whofe  extravagance  caufed  all  the  evil, 

*c  That  werefome  confolation,’*  the  hulband  replies 
,  For  my  fortune  has  gone  to  the  devil,  r 

Your  countenance,  jack,”  fays  my  father  one  day, 
“  Is  formed  to  enfure  you  difgrace  j” 

Very  likely,”  cried  I,  “  it  may  be  as  you  fay, 

For  I  know  I’ve  the  family  face/* 


I  gave  my  fair  a  blulhing  rofe, 

And  told  her,  beauty,  like  the  flower. 

Its  tranfltory  empire  owes. 

Dependent  on  youth’s  fmiling  hour, 

I  told  her  that  delays  were  wrong  ; 

“  O  name  the  happy  morn,”  I  cried  : 

She  own’d  the  moral  of  my  fong, 

And  fmil’d,  next  morn,  my  rival's  bride. 

The  Inconjlant , 

J 

LESSONS  of  Love  a  fair  I  taught. 

And  fondly  hop’d  a  kind  return  3 
For  gentler  pupil  never  fought 
Its  picaiing  rudiments  ro  learn^ 

But  now  above  the  fcholar  grown, 

She  moil  her  mailer’s  rival  be. 

Yes,  Rofalie  to  half  the  town 

Has  taught  whate’er  (he  learnt  of  me. 
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Prom  Poems  from  the  Portuguefe  of  Camoens.  By  Lord 

Strang  ford. 

T  WHISPERED  her  my  lad  adieu, 

-®-  I  gave  a  mournful  kifs, 

Cold  fhowers  of  forrow  bath’d  her  eyes. 
And  her  poor  heart  was  torn  with  fi^hs  * 
Yet  drange  to  tell  ’twas  then  I  knew 
Moll  perfect  biifs. — ■ 

For  Love,  at  other  times  ftipprefs’d. 

Was  all  betray’d  at  this — . 

I  faw  him  weeping  in  her  eyes, 

I  heard  him  breathe  amongft  her  fighs, 

And  every  throb  which  fhook  her  bread. 

Thrill’d  mine  with  biifs. 

v  4 

The  fight  which  keen  Affedion  clears 
How  can  it  judge  amifs  ? 

To  me,  it  pictur’d  hope  ;  and  taught. 

My  fpirit  this  confoling  thought, 

That  Love’s  fun,  tho’  it  rife  in  tears. 

May  fet  in  biifs. 


Stanzas.  From  the  fame , 

T  SAW  the  virtuous  man  contend 
With  life’s  unnumber’d  woes ; 

And  he  was  poor  without  a  friend— 
Prefs'd  by  a  thoufand  foes. 

N 

I  faw  the  Paflions’  pliant  Have, 

In  gallant  trim  and  gay  ; 

His  courfe  was  Pleafure’s  placdw  ave. 
His  life,  a  fummer’s  day. 

And  I  was  caught  in  Folly's  fnare. 
And  join’d  her  giddy  train — 

.But  found  her  foon  the  nurfe  of  Care-, 
And  Punilhment,  and  Pain. 

1  here  furely  is  fome  guiding  Power 
Which  rightly  finders  wrong — 

Gives  Vice  to  bloom  its  little  hour— 
But  Virtue,  late  and  long] 
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Canzonet,  From  the  fan** 

WHEN  day  had  fail'd  a  foft  farewell, 

And  night-drops  bathe  each  (hutting  bell 
And  fhadows  fail  along  the  green. 

And  birds  are  (till,  and  winds  ferene, 

I  wander  filently. 

And  while  my  lone  (tep  prints  the  dev/, 

Dear  are  the  dreams  that  blefs  my  view. 

To  Memory's  eye  the  Maid  appears, 

For  whom  have  fprung  my  fweeted  tears, 

So  oft,  fo  tenderly* 

I  fee  her,  as  with  graceful  care, 

She  binds  her  braids  of  funny  hair  ; 

I  feel  her  harp’s  melodious  thrill 
Strike  to  my  heart,  and  thence  be  dill, 

Re-echoed  faithfully, 

I  meet  her  mild  and  quiet  eye, 

Drink  the  warm  fpirit  of  her  figh, 

$ee  young  Love  beating  in  her  bread, 

And  wiih  to  mine  its  pulfes-preft, 

God  knows  how  fervently  £ 

Such  are  my  hours  of  dear  delight, 

And  morn  but  makes  me  long  for  nighr. 

And  think  how  fwift  the  minutes  flew, 

\\  hen  loft  amongft  the  dropping  dew, 

I  wander’d  filently  l 

■Madrigal.  From  the  feme. 

\ 

DEAR  is  theblufh  of  early  light 

To  him  who  ploughs  the  pathlefs  deep, 
When  winds  have  rav’d  throughout  the  night. 
And  roaring  tempefts  banith’d  lleep — 

Dear  is  the  dawn,  which  fprings  at  lad. 

And  fliows  him  all  his  peril  pall. 

Dearer  to  me  the  break  of  day, 

Which  thus  thy  bended  eye  illumes ; 

And  clearing  fear  and  doubr  away, 

Scatters  the  night  of  mental  glooms. 

And  bids  my  fpirit  hope  at  lad, 

A  rich  reward  for  perils  pad. 


I 


I 
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Canzon.  From  the  fame* 

THOU  pride  of  the  foreft!  whofe  dark  branches  fpread 

To  the  dgh  of  the  fouth-wind  their  tremulous  green. 
And  the  tinge  of  whofe  buds  is  as  rich  and  as  red 
As  the  mellowing  blulhes  of  maiden  eighteen. 

O’er  thee  rnay  the  temped  in  gentlenefs  blow, 

And  the  lightnings  of  Summer  pafs  harmlefsly.by. 

For  ever  thy  buds  keep  their  mellowing  glow. 

Thy  branches  dill  wave  to  the  fouthernly  figh. 

Becaufe  in  thy  {hade,  as  I  lately  reclin’d. 

The  fweeted  of  vifions  arofe  to  ray  vidw  ; 

3Jwas  the  fwoon  of  the  foul — ’twas  the  tranfport  of  mind — 
'Twas  the  happiefi  minute  that  ever  I  knew. 

For  this  fnalt  thou  dill  be  ray  favourite  tree,— 

In  the  heart  of  the  Poet  thou  never  cand  fade; 

It  {hall  often  be  warm’d  by  remembering  thee. 

And  the  dream  which  I  dreamt  in  thy  tremulous  fhadsf 

■  d  V ...  '  /  i 
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The  Life  end  Letters ,  of  William 
Co^wper,  E/f  fy  William  Hay- 

hi  Efb 

OF  the  motives  which  induced 
him  to  undertake  this  work, 
Mr.  Hay  ley  gives  the  following 
account  in  an  introductory  Letter 
to  Earl  Cowper.  f<  Not  long 
after  his  deceafe,  one  of  his  par¬ 
ticular  friends  prefnmed  to  fugged; 
to  an  accomplifhed  lady,  nearly 
related  both  to  him  and  to  your 
lordfhip,  that  (he  herfelf  might  be 
the  biographer  mod:  wrorthy  of  the 
poet.  The  intimacy,  and  corref- 
pondence,  which  lhe  enjoyed  with 
him,  both  in  their  lively  hours  of 
youthful  friendfhip,  and  in  the 
dark  evening  of  his  wonderfully 
chequered  life ;  her  cultivated  and 
affectionate  mind,  which  led  her  to 
take  peculiar  delight  and  intereft 
in  the  merit  and  reputation  of  his 
'  writings  ;  and  laftly,  that  generous 
attachment  to  her  afflicted  relation, 
which  induced  her  to  watch  over 
his  d bordered  health,  in  a  period 
ol  its  molt  calamitous  depredion, 
thefe  circumftances  united,  fee  me  d 
to  render  it  defirable  that  fhe 
Ihould  a  flume  the  office  of  Cow. 
per’s  biographer,  having  fuch  ad- 
vantage  for  the  perfect  execution 
•f  that  very  delicate  tafk,  as  perhaps 


rio  other  memorialifl  could  poffefg 
in  an  equal  degree.’*  l  he  lady, 
however,  declined  the  undertaking. 

1  he  natural  diffidence  of  her 
fex,  uniting  with  extreme  delicacy 
of  health,  induced  her  (eager  as  fhe 
is  to  promote  the  celebrity  of  her 
deceafed  relation)  to  fhrink  from 
the  idea  of  fubmitting  herfelf  as  an 
author,  to  the  formidable  eye  of 
the  public.  Her  knowledge  of 
the  very  cordial  regard  with 
which  Cowper  has  honoured  me, 
as  one  of  his  mod  confidential 
friends,  led  her  to  requeft,  that  fhe 
might  affign  to  me  that  arduous 
office,  which  fhe  candidly  confeffed 
foe  had  not  the  refolution  to  a f« 
fame./’ 

Mr.  Hayley’s  account  of  Cow- 
pci’s  family  traces  it  from  the 
times  of  Edward  IV.  when  his  an. 
ceftors  were  refident  in  Sufiex, 
His  grandfather  was  a  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
his  fattier.  Chaplain  to  George  II. 
and  reclor  of  Great  Berkhampftead 
in  Hertfordfhire,  where  the  poet 
was  born  the  26th  of  November, 

1 7  3 1  *  /Fhe  infancy"  of  Cowper 
was  delicate  in  no  common  degree  ; 
and  his  oonflitution  cUfcovered,  at  a 
very  early  feafon,  that  morbid  ten. 
dency  to  diffidence,  to  melancholy, 
and  defpair,  which  darkened,  as  he 

advanced 
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advanced  in  years,  into  periodical 
fits  of  the  raoft  deplorable  dcpref- 
fion.  He  had  fpecks  on  both  his 
eyes,  which  threatened  to  cover 
them.  A  female  oculift  in  whofe 
houfe  he  was  lodged  two  years, 
(ailed  in  her  attempts  to  ■cure  them, 
and  the  malady  was  finally  removed 
by  the  fmall-pox,  although  he 
always  continued  fubjeft  to  inflam¬ 
mations.  His  mother  died  when 
he  was  only  fix  years  old,  and  the 
following  year  he  was  fent  to 
Weftminfter  fchool.  “  It  appears 
a  ftrange  procefs  in  education," ' 
Mr.  Hayley  juftly  obferves,  “  to 
fend  a  tender  child,  from  a  long 
refidence  in  the  houfe  of  a  female 
oculift,  immediately  into  all  the 
hardfhips  that  ’a  little  delicate 
boy  muft  have  to  encounter  at  a 
public  fchool.  How  ill  fluted  the 
fcene  was  to  his  peculiar  character, 
muft  be  evident  to  all,  who  have 
heard  him  defcribe  his  fenfations 
in  that  feafon  of  life,  which  is,  often 
very  erroneoufly,  extolled  as  the 
happieft  period  of  human  exiftence. 
He  has  been  frequently  heard  to 
lament  the  perfection  he  fuftain- 
ed  in  his  childifh  years,  from  the 
cruelty  of  his  fchool -fellows,  in  the 
two  iccnes  ol  his  education.  His 
own  forcible  expreftion,  reprefented 
him,  at  Weftminfter,  as  not  daring 
to  raife  his  eye  above  the  (hoe 
buckle  of  the  elder  boys,  who  were 
too  apt  to  tyrannife  over  his  gentle 
fpirit.  The  acutenefs  of  his  feel¬ 
ings  in  his  childhood,  rendered 
thofe  important  years  (which  might 
have  produced,  under  tender  culti¬ 
vation,  a  feries  of  lively  enjoy¬ 
ments)  miferable  years  of  increafing 
timidity  and  deprefiion  ;  which  in 
the  moft  cheerful  hours  of  his  ad¬ 
vanced  life,  he  could  hardly  def¬ 
cribe,  to  an  intimate  friend,  with* 


out  fhuddering  at  the  recoiled  io?i 
of  his  early  wretchednefs.  Yet 
to  this  perhaps  the  world  is  indebt¬ 
ed  for  the  pathetic  and  moral  elo¬ 
quence  of  thofe  forcible  admoni¬ 
tions  to  parents  which  give  intereft 
and  beauty  to  his  admirable  poem 
on  public  fchools.  Poets  may  be 
faid  to  realize  in  fome  meafure,  the 
poetical  idea  of  the  nightingale’s 
finging  with  a  thorn  at  her  breaft  ; 
as  their  moft  exquiftte  fongs  have 
often  originated  in  the  acutenefs  of 
their  perfonal  fufxerings.  But  in 
this  fituation,  although  the  peculiar 
delicacy  of  his  nature,  might,  ex- 
pofe  him  to  an  extraordinary  por¬ 
tion  of  juvenile  difeomfort ;  yet 
he  undoubtedly  acquired  the  ac- 
complifhment,  and  the  reputation 
of  fcholarfhip ;  with  the  advantage 
of  being  known  and  efteemed  by 
fome  afpiring  youth  of  his  own  age, 
who  were  deftined  to  become  con- 
fpicuous,  and  powerful,  in  thefplen- 
did  feenes  of  the  world. 

With  thefe  acquiiitions,  he  left 
Weftminfter  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
in  1749  ;  and  as  if  deftiny  had  de¬ 
termined,  that  all  his  early  fitua- 
tions  in  life  {hould  be  peculiarly 
irkfome  to  his  delicate  feelings,  and 
tend  rather  to  promote,  than  to 
counteract,  his  conftitutional  ten¬ 
dency  to  melancholy,  he  was  re¬ 
moved  from  a  public  fchool  to  the 
office  of  an  attorney.  He  redded 
three  years  in  the  houfe  of  a  Mr. 
Chapman,  to  whom  he  was  enga¬ 
ged  by  articles  for  that  time. 
Here  he  was  placed  for  the  ftudy 
of  a  profefiion,  which  nature  feem- 
ed  refolved,  that  he  never  (hould 
praftife. 

When  he  quitted  the  houfe  of 
the  folicitor,  where  he  was  placed 
to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  litiga¬ 
tion,  he  fettled  himfelfin  chambers 
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•F  the  Inner  Temple,  as  a  regular 
fttident  of  law ;  but  although  he 
refuted  there  to  the  age  of  thirty- 
three,  he  rambled  (according  to 
his  own  colloquial  account  of  his 
early  years)  from  the  thorny  road 
of  his  auftere  patronefs,  Jurilpru- 
dence,  into  the  primrofe  paths  of 
literature  and  poetry.  Even  here 
his  native  diffidence  confined  him 
tofocial  and  fubordinate  exertions. 
He  wrote,  and  printed  both  verfe 
and  profe,  as  the  concealed  affiftant 
of  lefs  diffident  authors.  During 
his  refidence  in  the  Temple,  he 
cultivated  the  friendlhip  of  fome 
eminent  literary  characters,  who 
had  been  his  fchooLfellows  atWeft. 
minfter ;  particularly  Colman, 
Bonnel  Thornton,  and  Lloyd. 
His  regard  to  the  two  former  in¬ 
duced  him  to  contribute  to  their 
periodical  publication,  entitled  the 
Connoilfeur,  three  excellent  papers, 
which  are  republifiied  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix.  Befide  an  intimacy  with 
Lloyd,  Cowper,  while  he  refided. 
in  the  Temple,  feems  to  have  been 
perfonally  acquainted  with  the 
mod  eminent  writers  of  the  time  j 
and  the  intereft,  which  he  probably 
took  in  their  recent  works,  tended 
to  increafe  his  powerful,  though 
diffident,  paffion  for  poetry  ;  and  to 
train  him  imperceptibly  to  that 
mafterly  command  of  language 
which  he  difplayed,  almoft  as  a  new 
talent,  at  the  age  of  fifty.  One 
of  his  firft  affiociates  has  informed 
me,  Mr.  Hayley  fays,  that  before 
he  quitted  London,  he  frequently 
amufed  himfelf  in  tranfiating  from 
antient  and  modern  poets,  and  de¬ 
voted  his  compofition  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  any  friend  who  requefted  it. 
In  a  copy  of  Duncombe’s  Horace, 
printed  in  1759,  I  find  two  of 
the  Satires  tranllated  by  Cowper. 
XLV.  or  Vos,.  HI.  New 
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In  thefe  early  effufions,  although 
[lightly  valued  by  the  poet  himfelf, 
were  difplayed  a  great  poetic  force, 
fentiments  of  genuine  piety,  a  vein 
of  pure  morality,  and  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  thofe  powers  which  were 
afterward  fo  eminently  confpicuous 
in  The  Talk.*’ 

Although  extreme  diffidence, 
and  a  tendency  to  defpond,  feemed 
early  to  preclude  Cowper  from  all 
expectation  of  climbing  to  the 
fplendid  fummit  of  the  profeffion 
he  had  chofen  ;  yet,  by  the  intereft. 
of  his  family,  he  had  profpeCts  of 
emolument  in  a  line  of  life,  that 
appeared  better  fuited  to  the  mo. 
defty  of  his  nature,  and  to  his  mo¬ 
derate  ambition. 

In  his  tbirty-firft  year,  he  was 
nominated  to  the  offices  of  Reading 
Clerk,  and  Clerk  of  the  private 
Committees,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  $ 
a  fituation  the  more  defirable,  as 
fuch  an  eftablilhment  might  enable 
him  to  marry  early  in  life ;  a  mea« 
fure,  to  which  he  was  d  >ubly 
difpofed,  by  judgment  and  inclina¬ 
tion.  But  the  peculiarities  of  his 
wonderful  mind  rendered  him  una* 
ble  to  fupport  the  ordinary  duties 
of  his  new  office;  for  the  idea  o£ 
reading  in  public,  proved  a  fource 
of  torture  to  his  tender  and  appre*. 
henfive  fpirit.  An  expedient  wag 
thendevifed  to  promote  his  intereft, 
without  wounding  his  feelings. 
Refigning  his  fituation  of  Reading 
Clerk,  he  was  appointed  Clerk  of 
the  Journals,  in  the  fame  Houfe  of 
Parliament.  This  kindnefs  was, 
however,  productive  of  unfore- 
feen  and  melancholy  effects.  It 
was  hoped  from  tire  change  of  his 
ftation  that  his  perfonal  appearance 
in  Parliament  might  not  be  requir¬ 
ed  ;  but  a  Parliamentary  difpute 
made  it  neceftary  for  him  to  ap- 
F.RIES,  &  pesuc 
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pear  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  to  intitle  himfelf  publicly' 
to  -the  office.  Speaking  of  this 
important  incident  in  a  lketcli, 

-  which  he  once  formed  himfelf,  of 
paffages'in  his  early  life,  he  ex- 
preffes,  what  he  endured  at  the 
time,  in  thefe  remarkable  words : 
((  They,  whofe  fpirits  are  formed 
like  mine,  to  whom  a  public  exhi¬ 
bition  of  themfelves  is  mortal  poi- 
fon,  may  have  fome  idea  of  the 
horrors  of  my  fituation—  others 
can  have  nohe.” 

His  terrors  on  this  occafion,  arofe 
to  fuch  an  aftonifhing  heiglit,  that 
.  they  utterly  overwhelmed  his  rea- 
fon‘:  for  although  he  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  prepare  himfelf  for  his 
public  duty,  by  attending  clofely 
at  the  office  for  feveral  months, 
io  examine  the  parliamentary 
journals,  his  application  was  ren¬ 
dered  ufelefs,  by  that  excefs  of 
diffidence,  which  made  him  con. 
ceive,  that,  whatever  knowledge 
he  might  previoufly  acquire,  it 

-  would  all  forfake  him  at  the  bar 

the  houfe.  This  dift reding  ap- 
prehenfion  encreafed  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  as  the  time  for  his  appear¬ 
ance  approached,  that  when  the 
day  fo  anxioully  dreaded,  arrived, 
he  was  unable  to  make  the  experi¬ 
ment.  The  very  friends  who 
called  on  him  for  the  purpofe  of  at¬ 
tending  him  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
vcquiefced  in  the  cruel  neccffity  of 
his  relinquiihing  the  profpefi  of  a 
fiation,  fo  feverely  formidable  to 
a  frame  of  fuch  lingular  fenfibility. 
The  conflict  between  the  wifhes 
of  his  juft  ambition,  and  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  diffidence,  fo  intirely  over¬ 
whelmed  his  health  and  faculties, 
that  after  two  learned  and  benevo¬ 
lent  divines  (Mr.  John  Cowper, 
his  brother.,  and  the  celebrated 


Mr.  Martin  Marian,  his  firff  coo^ 
fin)  had  vainly  endeavoured  to 
eftabliflr  a  laid  ing  tranquillity  in  his 
mind,  by  friendly  and  religious 
converfation,  it  was  found  neceiTary 
to  remove  him  to  Saint  Alban’s. 
Ide  refided  there  a  confiderable* 
time,  under  the  care  of  that  emi¬ 
nent  phyfician,  Dr.  Cotton,  a  fcho- 
lar,  and  a  poet,  who  added  to 
many  accomplifnment.s,  a  peculiar 
fweetnefs  of  manners,  in  very  ad¬ 
vanced  life. 

From  December,  1763,  to  the 
following  July,  the  mind  of  Cow¬ 
per  appears  to  have  laboured  under 
the  fevered  fufferings  of  morbid 
depreffion  ;  but  the  medical  ik ill  of 
Dr.  Cotton,  and  the  cheerful  be¬ 
nignant  manners  of  that  accom- 
plithed  phyfician,  gradually  fuc- 
ceeded,  with  the  bleffing  of  heaven, 
in  removing  the  undefendable  load 
of  religious  defpondency,  which 
had  clouded  the  admirable  faculties 
of  this  innocent  and  upright  man. 
His  ideas  of  religion  were  changed 
from  the  gloom  of  terror  and  def- 
pair,  to  the  luftre  and  comfort  of 
delight  ;  and  this  jufter  and  hap¬ 
pier  view  of  Evangelical  truth,  is 
laid  to  have  arifen  in  his  mind 
while  he  was  reading  the  third 
chapter  of  Saint  Paul's  Epiftle  to 
the  Romans.  Devout  contempla¬ 
tion  became  more  and  more  dear 
to  his  reviving  fpirit ;  refolving 
to  relinquifh  all  thoughts  of  a  labo¬ 
rious  profeffion,  and  all  intercourfe 
with  the  bufy  world,  he  acquiefccd 
in  apian  of  fettling  at  Huntingdon, 
by  the  advice  of  his  brother,  who, 
as  a  minifter  cf  the  Gofpel,  and  a 
fellow  of  Bennet  College,  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  refided  in  that  Univerfity  ; 
a  fituation  fo  near  to  the  place 
chofen  for  Cowper’ s  retirement, 
that  it  afforded  to  thefe  affectionate 

brothers 


\ 


I 


■  ACCOUNT 

brothers  opportunities  of  eafy  and 
frequent  intercourfe.  “  I  regret,” 
Mr.  Hayley  fays,  (<  that  all  the 
Letters  which  pa  fled  between  them 
have  perilhed  ;  and  the  more  fo, 
as  they  fometimes  correfponded  in 
verfe.  John  Cowper  was  alfo  a 
poet.  He  had  engaged  to  execute 
a  tranflation  of  Voltaire’s  Henri- 
ade  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  work, 
requefted  arid  obtained  the  afliAance 
of  William,  who  tranflated,  as  he 
informed  me  himfelf,  two  entire 
cantos  of  the  poem.  This  frater¬ 
nal  production  is  faid  to  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  Magazine  of  the  year 
1759.  I  have  difeovered  a  rival, 
and  probably  an  inferior  tranfla¬ 
tion,  fo  publifned  ;  but  the  joint 
work  of  the  poetical  brothers  has 
hitherto  eluded  all  my  refearches.” 

<(  In  June,  17 65,  the  reviving 
invalid  removed  to  a  private  lodg¬ 
ing  in  the  town  of  Huntingdon  ;  but 
Providence  foon  introduced  him 
into  a  family,  which  afforded  him 
one  of  the  molt  lingular  and  valua¬ 
ble  friends,  that  ever  watched  an 
afflicted  mortal  in  feafons  of  over¬ 
whelming  adverflty.”  Yet  it 
was  not  love,  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  the  word,  which  in- 
fpired  the  admirable  eulogies  be¬ 
llowed  on  this  Lady  in  the  poem  of 
the  Taft:.  The  attachment  of 
Cowper  to  Mrs  Unwin,  the  Mary 
of  the  poet!  was  an  attachment 
perhaps  unparalleled.  Their  do- 
meftic  union,  though  not  fanCtioned 
by  the  common  forms  of  life,  was 
fupported  with  perfeCt  innocence, 
and  endeared  to  them  both,  by 
their  having  ftrugglcd  together 
through  a  feries  of  forrow.  The 
introduction  of  Cowper  to  this 
Lady  arofe  out  of  the  following 
incident.  On  his  firll  appearance 
in  one  of  the  churches  at  Hunting- 
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■don,  he  engaged  the  notice  and 
refpeCt  of  an  amiable  young  man, 
William  Cawthorne  Unwin,  then 
a  Undent  at  Cambridge,  who  hav¬ 
ing  obferved,  after  divine  fervice, 
that  the  interefting  ftranger  was 
taking  a  folitary  turn  under  a  row 
of  trees,  was  irrefiltibly  led  to 
fhare  his  walk,  and  to  folicit  his 
acquaintance.  They  were  foon 
pleafed  with  each  other,  and  the 
intelligent  youth,  charmed  with 
the  acquifition  of  fuch  a  friend, 
was  eager  to  communicate  the  trea- 
fure  to  his  parents,  who  had  long 
relided  inHuntingdon.  Mr. Unwin, 
the  father,  had  forfome  fome  years 
been  maker  of  a  Free  School  in  the 
town  :  but,  as  he  advanced  in  life, 
he  quitted  that  laborious  fituation, 
and  fettling  in  a  large  conveni¬ 
ent  houfe  in  the  High-Areet,  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  a  few  domeltic 
pupils,  whom  he  inftruCted  in  claf- 
flcal  literature.  This  worthy  di¬ 
vine,  who  was  now  far  advanced  in 
years,  had  been  LeHurer  to  the 
two  churches  at  Huntingdon  before 
he  obtained,  from  his  college  at 
Cambridge,  the  living  of  Grim- 
fton.  While  he  lived  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  this  preferment,  he  had  at¬ 
tached  himfelf  to  a  young  lady  of 
lively  talents,  and  remarkably 
fond  of  reading.  This  lady,  who, 
in  the  procefs  of  time,  and  by  a 
feries  of  Angular  events,  became 
the  friend  and  guardian  of  Cowper, 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Caw¬ 
thorne,  a  draper  in  Ely.  She  was 
married  to  Mr.  Unwin  on  his  fue- 
ceeding  to  the  preferment,  that  he 
expeCted  from  his  college,  and  fet¬ 
tled  witli  him  on  his  living  of 
Grim  A  on  ;  but  not  liking  the  fitua¬ 
tion  and  fociety  of  that  fequeAered 
fcenc,  Ihe  prevailed  on  her  hulband 
to  eAablifh  himfelf  in  Huntingdon, 
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where  he  was  known  and  refpefted. 
An  event  highly  pleafing  and  com¬ 
fortable  to  Cowper  foon  followed 
this  introduction  ;  he  was  affection¬ 
ately  folicited  by  all  the  Unwins 
to  relinquifh  his  lonely  lodging, 
and  become  a  part  ot  their  fatui¬ 
ty- 

From  this  period,  the  narrative 
©f  Mr.  Covvper’s  life  is  chiefly  to 
be  gathered  from  the  perufai  of 
Letters  written  by  him  and  impart¬ 
ed  by  his  various  friends  to  Mr. 
Hayley  ;  but,  in  faCt,  the  narra¬ 
tive  is  very  little.  The  Letters 
exhibit  the  portrait  of  a  mind  pure, 
pious,  unaffeCled,  endowed  with 
extraordinary  fenfibility  ;  not  ex¬ 
empt  from  thofe  irregularities 
which  are  termed  whims,  nor  from 
the  occafional  influence  of  paffions, 
but  free  from  every  fhadeot  vice  as 
ever  human  nature  was  found,  and 
almoft  as  much  fo,  as  angelic  na¬ 
ture  can  be  fuppofed. 

In  1767,  Mr.  Unwin,  the  friend 
and  guardian  of  the  poet  loft  his 
life ;  the  event  and  its  confe¬ 
rences  with  refpeCl  to  his  arrange¬ 
ments  and  fituation,  he  has  thus 
deferibed  in  a  Letter  to  his  coufin, 
Mrs.  Cowper  :  “  Poor  Mr.  Un¬ 
win  being  flung  from  his  horfe, 
as  he  was  going  to  his  church  on 
Sunday  morning,  received  a 
dreadful  fradure  on  the  back  part  of 
the  feuli,  under  which  he  languifhed 
till  Thurfday  evening,  and  then 
died.  The  effeCI  of  it  upon  my 
circumftances  wiil  only  be  a  change 
of  the  pi  ace  of  my  abode.  For  I  fhall 
Hill,  by  God’s  leave,  continue 
with  Mrs.  Unwin,  whofe  behavi¬ 
our  to  me  has  been  that  of  a  mo¬ 
ther  to  a  fon.  We  know  not 
yet  where  we  (hall  fettle,  but  we 
uuft,  that  jdie  Lord  whom  w,e 


feek,  will  go  before  us,  and  proa 
pare  a  reft  for  us.” 

Time  and  chance  now  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  notice  of  Cowper, 
the  zealous  and  venerable  friend, 
who  became  his  intimate  affociate 
for  many  years,  after  having 
advifed  and  aflifted  him  in  the  im¬ 
portant  concern  of  fixing  his  future 
reftdence.  Mr.  Newton,  then  cu¬ 
rate  of  Olney,  in  Buckingham* 
fhire,  had  been  requefted  by  rhe 
late  Dr.  Conyers  to  feize  an  op¬ 
portunity,  as  he  was  pafting 
through  Huntingdon,  of  making  n 
vifit  to  an  exemplary  Lady.  This 
vifit,  (fo  important  in  its  confe- 
quences  to  the  deftiny  of  Cowper  ! ) 
happened  to  take  place  within  a 
few  days  after  the  calamitous  death 
of  Mr.  Unwin.  As  a  change  of 
feene  appeared  defirable,  both  to 
Mrs.  Unwin,  and  to  the  intereft* 
ing  reclufe,  whom  fhe  had  gene- 
roufly  requefted  to  continue  undef 
her  care  ;  Mr.  Newton  offered  t<j 
affift  them  in  removing  to  the  plea- 
fant  and  pidurefque  county  in  which 
he  refided.  They  were  willing 
to  enter  into  the  flock  of  a  bene¬ 
volent  and  animated  paftor,  whofe 
ideas  were  fo  much  in  harmony 
with  their  own.  He  engaged  foi 
them  a  houfe  at  Glney,  where  they 
arrived  on  the  fourteenth  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1767.  The  time  of  Cowpec 
in  his  new  lituation,  feems  to  have 
been  chiefly  devoted  to  religious, 
contemplation,  to  focial  prayer, 
and  to  atftive  charity.  To  this  firft 
of  Chriftian  virtues,  his  heart  was 
eminently  inclined,  and  Provi¬ 
dence  very  gracioufly  enabled  him 
to  exercife  and  enjoy  it  to  an  ex¬ 
tent  far  fuperior  to  what  his  own 
fcanty  fortune  appeared  to  allow. 
Before  he  quilted  Saint  Alban’s, 

h 

2 


» 


ACCOUNT  OE  BOOKS. 


ie  affumed  the  charge  of  a  neceffi- 
tous  child,  to  extricate  him  from 
the  perils  of  being  educated  by 
very  profligate  parents ;  he  put 
him  to  fchool  at  Huntingdon,  re¬ 
moved  him,  on  his  own  removal, 
to  Olney,  and  finally  fettled  him 
as  an  apprentice  at  Oundle  in 
Northamptonfhire. 

In  1770,  the  tender  feelings  of 
Cowper  were  called  forth  by  fa¬ 
mily  affliction,  that  preffed  more 
immediately  on  himfelf ;  he  wa6 
hurried  to  Cambridge  by  the  dan¬ 
gerous  illnefs  of  his  brother.  An 
affeCtion  truly  fraternal  had  ever 
fubfifted  between  them  ;  and  the 
ficknefs  and  death  of  this  learned, 
pious,  and  affectionate  relative, 
made  a  very  ftrong  impreffion  on 
the  tender  hear  t  and  mind  of  Cowper ; 
an  impreffion  fo  ftrong,  that  it 
induced  him  to  write  a  narrative 
*>f  the  remarkable  circumftances 
which  occured  at  the  time. 

It  is,  however,  the  peculiar 
bleffing  of  a  religious  turn  of  mind, 
that  it  ferves  as  an  antidote 
again!!  the  corrofive  influence  of 
forrow.  His  extreme  depreffion 
feems  not  to  have  recurred  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  fhock  of  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  death.  In  his  fequeftered 
life,  he  feems  to  have  been  much 
confoled  and  entertained,  by  the 
fociety  of  his  pious  friendMr.New- 
ton,  in  whole  religious  purfuits 
he  appears  to  have  taken  an  aCtive 
part,  by  the  compofition  of  fixty- 
eighthymns.  Mr.  Newton  wilhed, 
and  expeCted,  him  to  have  contribu¬ 
ted  a  much  larger  number,  as  he  has 
declared  in  the  Preface  to  that  col¬ 
lection  of  Hymns,  which  contains 
thefe  devotional  effufions  of  Cow¬ 
per,  diftinguifhcd  by  the  initial 
letter  of  his  name.  The  volume, 
compofed  for  the  inhabitants  of 
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Olney,  was  the  joint  production, 
of  the  divine  and  poet. 

The  feafon,  however,  foon  arri¬ 
ved,  when  the  firm  friendfhip  of 
Mrs.  Unwin  was  put  to  the  feve¬ 
red  of  trials,  and  when  her  conduct 
was  fuch,  as  to  deferve  thofe  rare 
rewards  of  grateful  attention  and 
tendernefs,  which,  when  fhe  her- 
feif  became  the  victim  of  age  and 
infirmity.  Hie  received  from  that 
exemplary  being,  who  confidered 
himfelf  indebted  to  her  friendly 
vigilance  for  his  life,  and  who 
never  forgot  an  obligation,  wheif 
his  mind  was  itfelf. 

In  1773,  he  funk  into  fuchfevere 
paroxyfms  of  religious  defpondency  , 
that  he  required  an  attendant  of 
the  moft  gentle,  vigilant,  and  in¬ 
flexible  fpirit.  Such  an  attendant 
he  found  in  that  faithful  guardian, 
whom  he  had  profeffed  to  love  at 
a  mother,  and  who  watched  over 
him,  during  this  long  fit  of  depref- 
five  malady,  extended  through 
feveral  years,  with  that  perfed  mix¬ 
ture  of  tendernefs  and  fortitude, 
which  conftitutes  the  ineftimable 
influence  of  maternal  protection.  I 
wifh,  Mr.  Haley  fays,  to  pafs  rapid¬ 
ly  over  this  calamitous  period,  and 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  nothing 
could  furpafs  the  fufferings  of  the 
patient,  or  excel  the  care  of  the 
nurfe.  That  meritorious  care  receive 
ed  from  Heaven  the  moft  delight¬ 
ful  rewards,  in  feeing  the  pure  and 
powerful  mind,  to  whofe  reltora,. 
tion  it  had  contributed  fo  much, 
not  only  gradually  reftored  to  the 
common  enjoyments  of  life,  bqC 
fucceffively  endowed  with  new  and 
marvellous  funds  of  diverfified 
talents,  and  courageous  applica¬ 
tion. 

The  fpirit  of  Cowper,  emerged 
by  flow  degrees  from  its  very  deep 
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deje&ion ;  and  before  his  mind 
was  fufficiently  recovered  to  employ 
itfelf  on  literary  compofitjpn,  it 
fought,  and  found,  much  falutary 
amufement  in  educating  a  little 
group  of  tame  hares.  On  his 
exprefling  a  wiih  to  divert  him¬ 
felf  by  rearing  a  fingle  leveret, 
the  good  nature  of  his  neighbours 
fuppited  him  \Vith  three.  The 
variety  of  their  difpofitions  be¬ 
came  a  fource  of  great  entertain¬ 
ment  to  his  compaffionate  and  con¬ 
templative  fpirit.  One  of  the 
trio,  he  has  celebrated  in  “  The 
Tajk/’  and  a  very  animated  mi¬ 
nute  account  of  this  lingular  fami¬ 
ly,  humanized,  and  deferibed  molt 
admirably  by  himfelf,  in  profe, 
appeared  firft  in  the  Gentleman’s 
Magazine,  and  has  been  recently 
infer  ted  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
his  poems .  To  thefe  he  foon  added 
eight  pair  of  tame  pigeons. 

‘"The  affectionate  temper  of 
Covvpcr,  inclined  him  particularly 
to  exert  his  talents,  at  the  requeft 
of  his  friends  ;  even  in  feafons, 
when  fuch  exertion  could  hardly 
have  been  made,  without  a  pain¬ 
ful  degree  of  felf  command.  At 
the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Newton, 
•we  have  feen  him  writing  a  feries 
of  Hymns  ;  at  the  requefl  of  Mr. 
Bull,  he  tranflated  feveral  fpiritual 
fongs,  from  the  myftical  poetry  of 
Madame  de  la  Mothe  Guyon,  the 
Tender  and  fanciful  enthufiaft  of 
France,  whofe  talents  and  misfor¬ 
tunes  drew  upon  her  a  long  feries 
of  perfection  from  many  acrimoni¬ 
ous  bigots,  and  fecured  to  her  the 
friendftiipof  the  mild  and  indulgent 
Fenelon!  We  fhail  perceive,  as 
we  advance,  that  the  greater 
works  of  Cow  per,  were  alfo  writ¬ 
ten  at  the  exprefs  defire  of  per¬ 
form,  whom  he  particularly  re¬ 


garded  ;  and  it  may  be  remarked, 
to  the  honour  of  friendfhip,  that 
he  confidered  its  influence,  as 
the  happieft  infpi ration  ;  or  to 
ufe  his  own  expreffive  words, 

ITic  poet’s  lyre,  to  fix  Lis  fame, 

Should  be  the  fioet’s  heart  ; 

Affection  lights  a  brighter  Lame 
Thau  ever  blazed  bv  art. 

« J 

At  the  age  of  fifty,  Cowper 
amufed  himfelf  with  preparations 
to  appear  as  an  author.  But  Jre 
hoped  to  conduct  thofe  prepara¬ 
tions  with  a  modeft  fecrecy,  and 
was  aftonifhed  to  find  one  of  his 
intimate  friends  apprized  of  his 
defign.  Mrs.  Unwin  flrongly  foli- 
cited  him,  on  his  recovery  from  a 
very  long  fit  of  mental  dejeiftion, 
to  devote  his  thoughts  to  poetry 
of  confiderable  extent.  She  fug- 
gefled  to  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  firft  fubjefl  of  his  verfe,  “  The 
Prog  re/s  of  Error/’  which  is  the 
feepnd  poem  in  his  firft  volume. 
“  You  may  fuppofe,”  he  fays  in 
a  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Unwin, 
dated  the  firft  of  May,  1781,  “by 
the  fize  of  the  publication,  that 
the  greateil  part  of  the  poems  have 
been  long  kept  fecret,  becaufe 
you  yourfelf  have  never  feen  them  ; 
but  the  truth  is,  that  they  are 
moft  of  them,  except  what  you 
have  in  your  poffeflion,  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  laft  winter.  Two  thirds 
of  the  compilation  will  be  occu¬ 
pied  by  four  pieces,  the  firft 
of  which  fprung  up  in  the  month 
of  December,  and  the  laft  of  them 
in  the  month  of  March.  They 
contain,  I  fuppofe,  in  all  about 
two  thoufand  and  five  hundred 
lines  :  are  known,  or  to  be  known 
in  due  time,  by  the  names  of 
Table  Talk — The  Progress  of  Error 
—  Truth  —  ExpoJlulatioJu  Mrt 
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Newton  .writes  a  Preface,  and 
/  ^ 

Johrifon  is  the  pubhilier.  .  Tne 
principal,  I  may.  fay  the  only  rea¬ 
son,  why  I  never  mentioned  to  you, 
'till  now,  an  affair  which  I  am 
juft  going  to  make  known  to  all 
the  world,  (if  that  Mr.  All-the- 
world  fhould  think  it  worth  his 
knowing)  has  been  this  ;  that 
■'till  within  thefe  few  days,  I  had 
not  the  honour  to  know  it  myfelf. 
This  may  feem  ftrange,  but  it  is 
true,  for  not  knowing  where  to 
find  under-writers,  who  would 
chufe  to  infure  them,  and  not 
finding  it  convenient  to  a  purfe 
like  mine,  to  run  any  hazard, 
even  upon  the  credit  of  my  own 
ingenuity,  I  was  very  much  in 
doubt  for  feme  weeks,  whether 
any  bookfeller  would  be  willing 
to  fubjeT  himfelf  to  an  ambiguity, 
that  might  prove  very  expenfive 
in  cafe  of  a  bad  market.  But 
Johnfon  has  heroically  fet  all  per- 
ad  ventures  at  defiance,  and  takes 
the  whole  charge  upon  himfelf.” 
The  immediate  fuccefs  of  his  firffc 
volume  was  very  far  from  being 
equal  to  its  extraordinary  merit. 
For  fome  time,  it  feemed  to  be 
negleded  by  the  public  ;  though 
the  firit  poem  in  the  collection  con¬ 
tains  fuch  a  powerful  image  of  its 
author,  as  might  be  thought  fuf- 
ficient  not  only  to  excite  attention, 
but  to  fee  ure  attachment :  for 
Cowper  had  undefignedly  executed 
a  malterly  portrait  of  himfelf,  in 
deferibing  the  true  poet  in  c(  Table 
Talk.'' 

A  new  era  opens  in  the  Hiltory 
of  the  poet,  from  an  incident  that 
gave  frefh  ardour  and  vivacity  to 
his  fertile  imagination.  In  1781, 
he  became  aeqainted  with  a  Lady, 
highly  accomplilhed  herfelf,  and 
Angularly  happy  in  animating  and 
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directing  the  fancy  of  her' poetical 
friends.  The  world,  Mr.  Hay- 
ley  lays,  will  perfectly  agree  with 
me  in  this  eulogy,  when  I  add, 
that  to  this  Lady  we  are  primarily 
indebted  for  the  poem  of  the  Talk, 
for  the  ballad  of  John  Gilpin,  and 
for  the  tranflation  of  Homer,  A 
Lady,  whofe  name  was  Jones,  was 
one  of  the  few  neighbours  admit¬ 
ted  in  the  refidence  of  the  retired 
poet.  She  was  the  wife  of  a 
clergyman,  who  refided  at  the 
village  of  Clifton,  within  a  mile 
of  Olney.  Her  filler,  the  widow 
of  Sir  Robert1  Auften,  Bart,  came 
to  pafs  fome  time  with  her  in  the 
fummer  of  1781  ;  and  as  the  two 
Ladies  chanced  to  call  at  a  fhop 
in  Olney,  opposite  to  the  houfe  of 
Mrs.  Unwin,  Cowper  obferved 
them  from  his  window.  Although 

O 

naturally  fhy,  and  now  rendered 
more  fo  by  his  very  long  illnefs, 
he  was  fo  ftruck.with  the  appearance 
of  the  ftranger,  that  on  hearing 
me  was  filter  to  Mrs.  Jones,  he  re-' 
quelled  Mrs.  Unwin  to  invite 
them  to  tea.  So  Itrong  was  his 
reluctance  to  admit  the  company 
of  It  rangers,  that  after  he  had 
occafioned  this  invitation,  he  was 
for  a  long  time  unwilling  to  join 
the  little  party  :  but  having  forced 
himfelf  at  kill  to  engage  in  conver- 
fation  with  Lady  Auften,  he  was 
fo  re-animated  by  her  colloquial 
talents,  that  he  attended  the  Ladies 
on  their  return  to  Clifton,  and 
from  that  time  continued  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  regard  of  his  new  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  fuch  afiiduous  at¬ 
tention,  that  (he  foon  received 
from  him  the  familiar  and  endear¬ 
ing  title  of  lifter  Ann. 

The  influence  of  Lady  Auften 
was  very  beneficially  exercifed  over 
the fpirits  of  Cowper.  The  manner 
K  4  -  in 
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m  which  fhe  occalioned  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  far-famed  John 
Gilpin,  is  thus  related.  cc  That 
admirable,  and  highly  popular 
piece  of  pleafantry  was  compofed 
at  the  period  of  which  I  am  now 
fpeaking.  An  elegant  and  judici¬ 
ous  writer,  who  has  recently  favour¬ 
ed  the  public  with  three  intereft- 
ing 'volumes  relating  to  the  early 
poets  of  our  country,  conjectures, 
that  a  poem,  written  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  Sir  Thomas  More  in  his 
Youth,  (the  merry  jeft  of  the 
Serjeant  and  Frere)  may  have 
fuggefted  to  Cowper  his  tale  of 
John  Gilpin  ;  but  that  fafcinating 
ballad  had  a  different  origin  j  and 
it  is  a  very  remarkable  fact, 
that  full  of  gaiety  and  humour  as 
this  favourite  of  the  public  has 
abundantly  proved  itfelf  to  be,  it 
was  really  compofed  at  a  time, 
when  the  fpirit  of  the  poet,  as  he 
informed  me  himfelf,  was  very 
deeply  tinged  with  his  depreflive 
malady.  It  happened  one  after¬ 
noon,  in  thofe  years  when  his 
accomplilhed  friend  Lady  Auften 
made  a  part  of  his  little  evening 
circle,  that  fhe  obferved  him  fink¬ 
ing  into  increafing  dejection ;  it 
was  her  cuftom,  on  thefe  occafions, 
to  try  all  the  refources  of  her 
fprightly  powers  for  his  immediate 
relief.  She  told  him  the  ftory  of 
John  Gilpin  (which  had  been 
treafured  in  her  memory  from  her 
childhood)  to  diftipate  the  gloom 
of  the  palling  hour.  Its  effect  on 
the  fancy  of  Cowper  had  the  air 
©f  enchantment ;  he  informed  her 
the  next  morning,  that  convul¬ 
sions  of  laughter,  brought  on  by 
bis  recollection  of  her  dory,  had 
kept  him  waking  the  greateft  part 
of  the  night,  and  that  he  had 
turned  it  into  a  haJUd.  $Q  aro fe 


the  pleafant  poem  of  John  Gilpin  « 
It  was  eagerly  copied,  and  find¬ 
ing  its  way  rapidly  to  the  newf- 
papers,  it  was  feized  by  the  lively 
fpirit  of  Henderfon  the  comedian, 
a  man,  like  the  Yorick  defcribed 
by  Shakefpeare,  C(  of  infinite  jeft, 
and  moft  excellent  fancy/’  it  was 
feized  by  Henderfon  as  a  proper 
fubject  for  the  difplay  of  his  own 
comic  powers  ;  and  by  reciting  it 
in  his  public  readings,  he  gave  un¬ 
common  celebrity  to  the  ballad, 
before  the  public  fufpeCted  to  what 
poet  they  were  indebted  for  the 
fudden  burft  of  ludicrous  amufe- 
ment.  Many  readers  were  af- 
tonilhed  when  the  poem  made  its 
firft  authentic  appearance  in  the 
fecond  volume  of  Cowper.” 

The  Talk  alfo  derived  its  origin 
from  Lady  Auften.  i(  This  Lady/- 
Mr.  Hayley  fays,  u  happened  as 
an  admirer  of  Milton,  to  be  par¬ 
tial  to  blank  verfe,  and  often  folieit- 
ed  her  poetical  friend,  to  try  his 
powers  in  that  fpecies  of  compofi- 
tion.  After  repeated  folicitation, 
he  promifed  her,  if  Ihe  would 
furnilh  the  fubjecft,  to  comply 
with  her  requeft. — Ci  Oh!”  Ihe 
replied,  “  you  can  never  be  in 
want  of  a  fubjeCl  : — you  can  write 
upon  any : — write  upon  this  Sofa  !*• 
The  poet  obferved  her  command, 
and  from  the  lively  repartee  of 
familiar  converfation,  arofe  a 
poem  of  many  thoufand  verfes, 
unexampled  perhaps  both  in  its  ori-* 
gin  and  excellence  !  A  poem  of  fuch 
infinite  variety,  that  it  feems  to 
include  every  fubjedft,  and  every 
ftyle,  without  any  dilfonance  or 
diforder ;  and  to  have  flowed, 
without  effort,  from  infpired  phi¬ 
lanthropy,  eager  to  imprefs  upon 
the  hearts  of  all  readers,  whatever 
may  lead  them,  raoft  happily,  to 


ACCOUNT 

the  full  enjoyment  of  human  life,  and 
to  the  final  attainment  of  heaven. ** 

In  1784,  while  the  Talk  was 
in  the  prefs,  the  author  engaged 
in  another  poem,  entitled,  Tiroci¬ 
nium,  or  a  Review  of  Schools  : 
the  bufmefs  and  purport  of  it  were, 
to  cenfure  the  want  of  difeipline, 
and  the  fcandalous  inattention  to 
morals,  that  obtain  in  them  ;  efpe- 
cially  in  the  largeft ;  and  to  re¬ 
commend  private  tuition  as  a  mode 
of  education,  preferable  on  all  ac¬ 
counts  ;  to  call  upon  fathers  to 
become  tutors  of  their  own  Tons, 
where  that  is  practicable  ;  to  take 
home  a  domeftic  tutor,  where  it 
is  not  ;  and  if  neither  can  be  done, 
to  place  them  under  the  care  of 
fome  rural  parfon,  whole  attention 
is  limited  to  a  few. 

The  year  1784,  was  a  memora¬ 
ble  period  in  the  life  of  the  poet, 
not  only  as  it  witnefled  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  one  extenfive  perform¬ 
ance,  and  the  commencement  of 
another,  (his  tranflation  of 
Homer)  but  as  it  terminated  his 
intercourfe  with  that  highly  pleaf- 
ing  and  valuable  friend,  whofe  ala- 

u 

crity  of  attention  and  advice, 
had  induced  him  to  engage  in 
both.  Delightful  and  advanta¬ 
geous  as  his  friendfhip  with  Lady 
Auften  had  proved,  he  now  began 
to  feel,  that  it  grew  impoffible  to 
preferve  that  triple  cord,  which 
his  own  pure  heart  had  led  him  to 
fuppofe  not  fpeedily  to  be  broken, 
Mrs.  Unwin,  though  by  no  means 
deftitute  of  mental  accomplilh- 
ments,  was  eelipfed  by  the  brilli¬ 
ancy  of  the  poet’s  new  friend, 
^nd  naturally  became  uneafy, 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  being 
fo,  for  to  a  woman  of  fenfibility, 
what  evil  can  be  more  affli&ing, 
than  the  fear  qf  lofmg  all  mental 
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influence  over  a  man  of  genius  and 
virtue,  whom  fhe  has  been  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  infpirit  and  to  guide  f 
Cowper  perceived  the  painful  ne- 
cellitv  of  iacrifieinga  great  portion 
of  his  prefent  gratifications.  He 
felt,  that  he  mull  relinquifti  that 
ancient  friend,  whom  he  regarded 
as  a  venerable  parent  ;  or  the  new 
afTociate,  whom  he  idolized,  as 
a  filler  of  a  heart  and  mind  pecu¬ 
liarly  congenial  to  his  own.  His 
gratitude  for  paft  fervices  of  unex¬ 
ampled  magnitude,  and  weight, 
would  not  allow  him  to  hehtate; 
with  a  refolution  and  delicacy, 
that  do  the  higheft  honour  to  his 
feelings,  he  wrote  a  farewell  Letter 
to  Lady  Auften,  explaining  and 
lamenting  the  circumftances,  that 
forced  him  to  renounce  the  fociety 
of  a  friend,  whofe  enchanting 
talents,  and  kindnefs,  had  proved 
fo  agreeably  inftrumental  to  the 
revival  of  his  fpirits,  and  to  the 
exercife  of  his  fancy. 

The  fecond  volume  of  Cowper’* 
Poems,  of  whofe  delay  in  the  prefs 
he  had  complained  moft  feelingly, 
was,  in  thefummer  of  17 85,  be¬ 
ginning  to  circulate  with  extenfive 
rapidity.  It  not  only  railed  him 
to  the  fummit  of  poetical  reputa¬ 
tion,  but  obtained  for  him  a  blef- 
fing  infinitely  dearer  to  his  affec¬ 
tionate  heart,  another  female 
friend,  and  lively  aflociate,  now 
providentially  led  to  contribute 
to  his  comfort,  when  the  advanced 
age.  and  infirmities  of  Mrs.  Unwin 
made  fuch  an  acquifition  of  new, 
or  rather  revived,  friendfhip,  a 
matter  of  infinite  importance  to 
the  tranquility  and  welfare  of  the 
fequeftered  poet.  The  female  al¬ 
luded  to,  was  Lady  Hefketh,  who 
had  the  advantage  of  being  nearly 
jelute4  to  Cowper.  Their  inter- 

Courfe 
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courfe  bad  been  frequent,  and  en¬ 
deared  by  reciprecal  efteem  in 
their  early  years,  but  the  whirl¬ 
winds  of  life  had  driven  them  far 
from  the  fight  of  each  other. 
During  the  poet’s  long  retirement, 
his  fair  coufm  had  palled  fome 
years  with  her  hufband  abroad, 
and  others,  after  her  return,  in 
a  variety  of  mournful  duties.  She 
was  at  this  time  a  widow,  and 
her  indelible  regard  fur  her 
poetical  relation,  being  agreeably 
infpirited  by  the  publication  of  his 
recent  works,  {he  wrote  to  him, 
on  that  occaficn,  a  very  affectionate 
Letter. 

In  1786,  this  Lady  paid  a  vifit 
to  Olney,  which  led,  fays  the 
Biographer,  to  a  very  favourable 
change  in  the  refidence  of  Cowper. 
He  had  now  palled  nineteen  years 
in  a  fcene,  that  was  far  from 
liming  him.  The  houfc,  he  in¬ 
habited,  looked  on  a  market  place, 
2nd  once,  in  a  feafon  of  illnefs, 
he  was  fo  apprehenfive  of  being 
incommoded  by  the  buftle  of  a  fair, 
that  he  requeued  to  lodge,  for  a 
tingle  night  under  the  roof  of  his 
friend  Mr.  Newton  ;  and  he  was 
tempted  by  the  more  comfortable 
fituation  of  the  vicarage,  to  remain 
fourteen  months  in  the  houfe  of 
his  benevolent  neighbour.  His 
intimacy  with  this  venerable  di¬ 
vine  was  fo  great,  that  Mr.  New¬ 
ton  has  defcribed  it  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  remarkable  terms,  in  Memoirs 
of  the  poet,  which  affefition  in¬ 
duced  him  to  begin,  but  which 
the  troubles  and  infirmities  of 
very  advanced  life,  have  obliged 
him  to  reljnquilh.  “  For  nearly 
twelve  years  we  were  feldom  fe- 
parated  lor  feven  hours  at  a  time, 
when  we  were  awake,  and  at 
home;' — The  hilt  fix  I  puffed  in 


daily  admiring,  and  aiming  to 
imitate  him  •  during  the  fecond 
fix,  I  walked  penfively  with  him 
in  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of 
death.”  After  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Newton,  to  London,  and  the  de¬ 
parture  of  Lady  Auften,  Olney 
had  no  particular  attractions  for 
Cowper  ;  and  Lady  Hefketh  was 
happy  in  promoting  the  project, 
which  had  occurred  to  him,  of  re¬ 
moving,  with  Mrs.  Unwin,  to  the 
near  and  pleafant  village  ofWefion, 
A  fcene  highly  favourable  to  his 
health  and  amufement !  For,  with 
a  very  comfortable  manfion,  it  af¬ 
forded  him  a  garden  and  a  field  of 
confiderable  extent,  which  he  de¬ 
lighted  to  cultivate  and  embellifh. 
With  thefe  he  had  advantages  ftill 
more  defirable,  eafy,  perpetual  ac- 
cefs  to  the  fpaeious  and  tranquil 
pleafure  grounds  of  his  accom- 
plifhed  and  benevolent  landlord, 
Mr.  Throckmorton,  whofe  neigh¬ 
bouring  houfe  fupplied  him  with 
fociety,  peculiarly  fuited  to  his 
gentle  and  delicate  fpirit.  This 
removal  took  place  in  November 
1786,  and  the  fociety  of  the  poet 
was  increafed  by  the  accefiion  of  a 
Mr.  Rofe,  the  barrifter,  a  gentle¬ 
man  in  every  refpeCt,  worthy  of 
his  regard. 

The  next  event  in  the  life  of 
Cowper forms'an  epoch,  and  is  jufily 
diftinguifhed  by  his  biographer. 

((  After  five  years  of  intenfe  and 
affectionate  labour,”  he  fays,  “  in 
which  nothing  could  withhold  him 
from  his  interelting  work,  except 
that  opprefiive  and  cruel  malady, 
which  fufpended  his  powers  of  ap¬ 
plication  for  feveral  months,  he 
published  his  complete  verfion  in 
two  quarto  volumes,  on  the  firft  of 
July,  1791,  having  inferibed  the 
Iliad  to  his  young  noble  kinfman, 
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Earl  Cow  per ;  and  the  OdyfFey 
to  the  Dowager  Countefs  Spencer  ; 
•-a  Lady,  for  whole  virtues  he  had 
long  entertained  a  mod  cordial  and. 
affectionate  veneration.  The  ac- 
complifhed  trandator  had  exerted 
no  common  powers  of  genius  and 
of  induftry  to  fatisfy  both  himfelf 
and  the  world  ;  yet  in  his  firft  edi¬ 
tion  of  this  long  laboured  work, 
he  afforded  complete  fatisfattion 
to  neither,  and  I  believe  for  ,  this 
reafon. — Homer  is  fo  exquifitely 
beautiful  in  his  own  language,  and 
he  has  been  fo  long  an  idol  in  every 
literary  mind,  that  any  copy  of 
him,  which  the  heft  of  modern 
poets  can  execute,  muff  probably 
referable  in  its  effeds  the  portrait 
of  a  graceful  woman,  painted  by 
an  excellent  artift  for  her  lover  :  — 
The  lover,  indeed,  will  acknow¬ 
ledge  great  merit  in  the  work, 
and  think  himfelf  much  indebted 
to  the  (kill  of  fuch  an  artift,  but 
he  will  never  acknowledge,  as  in 
truth  he  never  can  feel,  that  the 
bell  of  refemblances  exhibits  all 
the  grace  that  he  difeerns  in  the 
beloved  original.  So  fares  it  with 
the  admirers  of  Homer  j  his  very 
tranflators  themfelves  feel  fo  per¬ 
fectly  the  power  of  this  predomi¬ 
nant  affection,  and  they  gradually 
grow  discontented  with  their  own 
labour,  however  approved  in  the 
moment  of  its  fuppofed  comple¬ 
tion.  This  was  fo  remarkably 
the  cafe  with  Cowper,  that  in 
procefs  of  time  we  fhall  fee  him 
employed  upon  what  may  almoft 
be  called  his  fecond  tranflation ; 
fo  great  were  the  alterations  he 
made  in  a  deliberate  rcvifal  of  his 
work  for  a  fecond  edition.  And 
in  the  Preface  which  he  prepared 
for  that  edition,  he  has  fpoken  of 
his  own  labour  with  the  mod- 


frank  and  ingenious  veracity.  Yet 
of  the  firft  edition  it  may,  I  think, 
be  fairly  laid,  that  it  accomplifhed 
more  than  any  of  his  poetical  pre- 
deceffors  had  achieved  before  him. 
It  made  the  neareft  approach  to 
that  fvveetmajeftic  fimplicity  which 
forms  one  of  the  molt  attractive 
features  in  the  great  prince  and 
father  of  the  poets. 

Soon  after  this  publication,  he 
engaged,  by  defire  of  his  bookfel- 
ler,  in  a  project  topublilh  a  fplendid 
edition  of  Milton,  with  a  life, 
and  a  tranftation  of  his  Latin  and 
Italian  poems.  Mr.  Hayley  was 
already  preparing  a  life  of  the 
fame  great  poet  for  the  prefs,  and 
being  mentioned  in  the  public 
prints,  as  an  antagonift  of  Cowper, 
he  wrote  to  his  fuppofed  rival,  in 
terms  which  generated  a  lading 
friendfhip between  them.  In  1792-, 
thefe  new  friends  met,  Mr.  Hay- 
ley  being  Mr.  Cowper’s  gueft  5  and 
their  friendfhip  was  carried  to  the 
higheft  pitch  by  Mr.  Hayley’s 
benevolent  exertions  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  Mrs.  Unwin,  who  fulTered 
under  a  paralytic  attack.  She  re¬ 
covered,  though  (lowly,  and  was 
able  in  a  few  months  to  accompany 
Mr.  Cowper,  when  he  returned 
the  v Hit  of  his  friend,  and  remain¬ 
ed  fome  time  at  Eartham.  In  the 
following  year,  Mr.  Hay  ley’s 
vifit  was  renewed,  and  he  laboured 
earneftly,  though  ineffectually,  to 
perfuade  Mr.  Cowper  to  accept  an 
invitation  to  Althorpe,  where  Lord 
Spencer  defired  to  fee  him,  and 
where  he  would  have  met  Mr. 
Gibbon.  His  date,  and  that  of 
his  infirm  friend  and  companion, 
Mrs.  Unwin,  are  thus  defcrlbed. 
i(  He  po (Ceiled  completely  at  this 
period,  all  the  admirable  faculties 
ofLis  mind,  and  all  his  native  ten- 
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demefs  of  heart ;  but  there  was 
fomething  indefcriWble  in  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  led  me  to  appre¬ 
hend,  that  without  fome  fignal 
event  in  his  favour,  to  re. animate 
his  fpirits,  they  would  gradually 
fink  into  hopelefs  dejedion.  The 
ftate  of  his  aged  infirm  companion 
afforded  additional  ground  for  in- 
creafing  folitude.  Her  cheerful 
and  beneficent  fpirit  could  hardly 
jefift  her  own  accumulated  mala¬ 
dies,  fo  far  as  to  prefer ve  ability 
fufficient  to  watch  over  the  tender 
health  of  him,  whom  (he  had  watch¬ 
ed  and  guarded  fo  long.  Imbeci¬ 
lity  of  body  andv  mind  muft  gradu¬ 
ally  render  this  tender  and  heroic 
woman  unfit  for  the  charge  which 
fhe  had  fo  laudably  fufiained.  The 
figns  of  fuch  imbecility  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  painfully  vifible ; 
nor  can  nature  prefent  a  fpedlacle 
more  truly  pitiable  than  imbecility 
in  fuch  a  fhape,  eagerly  grafping 
for  dominion,  which  it  knows  not 
either  how  to  retain,  or  how  to  re¬ 
in  quiffi,’' 

Yet  in  thefe  circumfiances,  Cow- 
per  continued  revifing  his  Homer 
fora  fecond  edition,  writing  occa- 
fional  poems  on  a  great  variety  of 
fubjedfs,  and  projected  one  in  four 
books,  to  be  called  the  Four  Ages, 
and  defcribe  the  four  diftinift  periods 
of  life,  infancy,  youth,  manhood, 
and  old  age.  The  indreafing  in¬ 
firmities  of  Cowper’s  aged  compa¬ 
nion,  Mrs.  Unwin,  his  filial  foli- 
citude  to  alleviate  her  fufferings, 
and  the  gathering  clouds  of  deeper 
defpondency  that  began  to  fettle 
on  his  mind,  in  the  year  1794,  not 
only  rendered  it  impofiible  for  him 
to  advance  in  any  great  original 
performance,  but  to  ufe  his  own 
fxprefiive  words,  made  all  compo¬ 
sition  either  of  poetry  or  pro  id 


impraddicable.  Imagination  cats 
hardly  devife  any  human  condition 
more  truly  affe^Iing  than  the  fiate 
of  the  poet  at  this  period.  His 
generous  and  faithful  guardian, 
Mrs.  Unwin,  who  had  preferved 
him  through  feafons  of  the  fevereft 
calamity,  was  now,  with  her  facul¬ 
ties  and  fortune  impaired,  finking 
fail  into  fecond  childhood.  The 
difirefs  of  heart  that  he  felt  in  be¬ 
holding  the  cruel  change  in  a  com¬ 
panion  fo  juftly  dear  to  him,  con- 
fpiring  with  his  conftitutional  me¬ 
lancholy,  was  gradually  undermin¬ 
ing  the  exejuifite  faculties  of  his 
mind.  But  depreft  as  he  was  by 
thefe  complicated  affiidions,  Pro¬ 
vidence  was  far  from  deferting 
this  excellent  man.  His  female  re¬ 
lation,  whofe  regard  he  had  culti¬ 
vated  as  his  favourite  correfpon- 
dent,  now  devoted  herfelf  very 
nobly  to  the  fuperintendance  of  a 
houfe,  whofe  two  inlerefling  in¬ 
habitants  were  rendered,  by  age 
and  trouble,  almoft  incapable  of  at¬ 
tending  to  the  ordinary  offices  of 
life. 

From  this  period,  the  narrative 
of  the  life  of  Cowper  ceafes  to 
afford  fatisfa&ion  or  inftruftion. 
Recurring  difeafe,  with  frequent 
privations  of  intellect ;  fiiort  inter¬ 
vals  of  fanity,  and  momentary 
gleams  of  talent ;  with  hopes  revi¬ 
ved  only  to  be  difappointed,  and 
aflidui tie renewed  even  after  the 
expectation  of  returning  health 

A  O 

had  ceafed,  form  the  fad  charac- 
teriftics  of  Cowper’s  remaining 
years.,  How  much  a  mind  fo  deli¬ 
cate  as  his,  muft  have  been  fuitained 
by  the  gentle  aids  of  his  affection¬ 
ate  friends,  during  his  long  life  of 
retirement,  muft  be  evident  from 
the  account  already  difclofed,  but 
it  is  impoffible  for  any,  but  thofe 
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-who  have  clofely  obferved  a  fimilar 
fcene,  to  judge  of  the  conftant  pref- 
fure  on  the  mind  and  fpirits  which 
is  occafioned  by  the  hourly  needs 
and  frequent  famafies  of  fuch  a 
convalefcent.  Even  when  mod  in 
health,  Cowper  appears  to  have 
been  little  better  than  an  invalid, 
and  the  perpetual  foothing,  which 
was  necefiary  to  keep  his  mind  in 
peace,  would  have  exhaufied  any 
but  the  mod  affectionate  and  per- 
fevering  friendfliip.  Mrs.  Unwin 
was  in  1794,  reduced  to  the  mod 
lamentable  fituation  of  weaknefs, 
to  Cowper  the  {kill  of  Dr.  Willis 
was  applied  in  vain,  and  Mr.  Hay* 
ley,  viewing  his  deplorable  date, 
repeated  in  his  behalf  the  prayer 
of  Sampfon’s  friends  in  Milton, 
that  God  would  turn  his  labours 
.to  peaceful  end. 

By  the  kindnefs  of  Lord  Spencer, 
a  penfion  of  300I.  was  obtained 
for  him  fr  om  government,  and  his 
friends,  confidering  that  change  of 
Tcene  might  be  advantageous,  con¬ 
veyed  him  and  Mrs.  Unwin  from 
Buckinghamfhire  to  North  Tud- 
denham  in  Norfolk.  They  were 
afterward  removed  to  various 
places  in  the  neighbourhood,  for 
change  of  air  and  fcene. 

In  June  1796,  the  preflure  of 
Cowper’s  melancholy  appeared,  in 
fome  degree,  alleviated,  for,  on 
Mr.  Johnfon's  receiving  the  edi¬ 
tion  of  Pope's  Homer,  publifhed  by 
.Mr.  Wakefield,  Cowper  eagerly 
feized  the  book,  and  began  to  read 
the  notes  to  himfelf  with  vifible  in- 
tereft.  They  awakened  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  own  verfion  of  Homer. 
In  Auguft,  he  deliberately  engaged 
in  a  revifal  of  the  whole,  and,  for 
fome  time,  produced  almoft  fixty 
new  lines  a  day.  This  mental  oc. 
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cupation  animated  all  his  intimate 
friends  with  a  moll  lively  hope  of 
his  fpeedy  and  perfect  recovery. 
But  Autumn  reprefied  the  hope  that 
fummer  had  excited.  The  long; 
and  exemplary  life  of  Mrs,  Unwin 
was  drawing  towards  clofe  :  —The! 
powers  of  nature  were  gradually 
exhaulted,  and  on  the  feventeenth 
of  December,  (he  ended  a  trouble-* 
fome  exigence,  diftinguilhed  by  a 
fublime  fpirit  of  piety  and  friend- 
Ihip,  that  (hone  through  long  pe¬ 
riods  of  calamity,  and  continued  to 
glimmer  through  the  diftrefsfui 
twilight  of  her  declining  faculties* 
Her  death  was  uncommonly  tran¬ 
quil.  Cowper  faw  her  about  half 
an  hour  before  the  moment  of  expi¬ 
ration,  which  pa  fie  d  without  a 
ftruggle,  or  a  groan,  as  the  clock 
was  finking  one  in  the  afternoon, 
at  the  age  of  feventy-fix. 

Cowper  continued,  after  this 
event,  fometimes  plunged  in  gloo¬ 
my  defpondency,  from  which  he. 
could  not  be  aroufed  by  the  greateft: 
efforts  of  his  friends,  at  others 
fufficiently  pofiefled  of  his  facul¬ 
ties  to  proceed  in  the  revifal  of  his 
Homer,  to  write  fhort  poems,  and 
to  tranfiate  many  compofitions 
into  and  from  the  dead  languages. 
Thus  he  continued  to  exift  till 
January,  1800,  when  a  dropficai 
appearance  in  his  legs  induced  Mr. 
Johnfon  to  have  recourfe  to  frefii 
medical  afliftance.  In  March  hie 
decline  became  more  and  more 
ftriking,  and  on  the  25th  of  April 
he  expired.  The  deplorable  in¬ 
quietude  and  darknefs  of  his  latter 
years  were  mercifully  terminated 
by  a  moft  gentle  and  tranquil  dif- 
folution.  He  pafled  through  the 
awful  moments  of  death  fo  mildly, 
that  although  five  perfons  were 
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prefen  t,  and  obfervir.g  him,  in  his 


chamber,  not  one  of  them  per¬ 
ceived  him  to  expire. 

The  perfon  and  mind  of  Cow¬ 
per,  Mr.  Hay  ley  obferves,  feem 
to  have  been  formed  with  equal 
kindnefs  by  nature,  and  it  may  be 
queflioned  if  flic  ever  bellowed  on 
any  man  with  a  fonder  prodigality, 
all  the  requifites  to  conciliate  af¬ 
fection,  and  to  infpire  refpect. 
From  his  figure  as  it  firft  appeared 
to  me  in  his  fixty-fecond  year,  I 
ihould  imagine  that  he  mull  have 
been  very  comely  in  his  youth  ; 
and  little  had  time  injured  his 
countenance,  fince  his  features  ex- 
preffed  at  that  period  of  life 
all  the  powers  of  his  mind,  and 
all  the  Tenfibili ties  of  his  heart. 
He  was  of  a  middle  ftature,  rather 
ffrong  than  delicate  in  the  form  of 
his  limbs ;  the  colour  of  his  hair 
was  a  light  brown,  that  of  his  eyes 
a  bluifh  grey,  and  his  complexion 
ruddy.  In  his  drefs  he  was  neat, 
but  not  finical  ;  in  his  diet  tempe¬ 
rate,  and  not  dainty.  Fie  had  an 
air  of  penfive  referve  in  his  de¬ 
portment,  and  his  extreme  fhynefs 
fometimes  produced  in  his  man¬ 
ners  an  indefcribable  mixture  of 
awkwardnefs  and  dignity  ;  but  no 
being  could  be  more  truly  grace¬ 
ful,  when  he  was  in  perfect  health, 
and  perfe&ly  pleafed  with  his 
fqciety.  Towards  women  in  par¬ 
ticular,  his  behaviour  and  conver- 
fation  were  delicate,  and  f’afeina- 
ting  in  the  higheft  degree.  Nature 
had  given  him  a  warm  conflitution, 
and  had  he  been  profperous  in 
early  love,  it  is  probable  that  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  more  uni¬ 
form  and  happy  tenor  of  health. 
JBut  a  difappointment  of  the  heart, 
arifing  from  the  cruelty  of  fortune, 
threw  a  cloud  on  his  juvenile  fpirit. 


Thwarted  in  love,  the  native  fire 
of  his  temperament  turned  impetu¬ 
ously  into  the  kindred  channel  of 
devotion.  The  fmothered  flames 
of  defire,  uniting  with  the  vapours 
of  conftitutional  melancholy,  and 
the  fervency  of  religious  zeal, 
produced  altogether  that  irregu¬ 
larity  of  corporeal  fenfation,  and 
of  mental  health,  which  gave  fuch 
extraordinary  viciffitudes  of  fplen- 
dour,  and  ol  darknefs  to  his  mortal 
career,  and  made  Cowper  at  times 
an  idol  of  the  purefi  admiration, 
and  at  times  an  objeCI  of  the  fince- 
refl  pity.  As  a  fufferer  indeed, 
no  man  could  be  more  intitled  to 
compaffion,  for  no  man  was  ever 
more  truly  compaffionate  to  the 
bufferings  of  others,  it  was  that 
rare  portion  of  benevolent  fenfibi- 
lity,  in  his  nature,  which  endear¬ 
ed  him  .to  perfons  of  all  ranks,  who 
had  opportunities  of  obferving  him 
in  private  life.  He  was  beloved 
and  revered  with  a  fort  of  idolatry 
in  his  family  ;  not  from  any  roman¬ 
tic  ideas  of  his  magical  powers  as 
a  poet,  but  from  that  evangelical 
gentlenefs  of  manners,  and  purity 
of  conduct,  which  illuminated  the 
fhade  of  his  fequeftered  life.  His 
voice  confpired  with  his  features, 
to  announce  to  all  who  faw  ancl 
heard  him,  the  extreme  fenfibility 
of  his  heart ;  and  in  reading  aloud 
he  furnifhed  the  chief  delight  of 
thofe  focial,  enchanting  winter 
evenings,  which  he  has  deferibed 
fo  happily  in  the  fourth  book  of 
the  Talk.  Secluded  from  the 
world,  as  Cowper  had  long  been, 
he  yet  retained,  in  advanced  life, 
uncommon  talents  for  converfarion : 
and  his  converfation  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  mild  and  benevolent 
pleafantry,  by  delicate  humour  pe¬ 
culiar  to  liimfeif,  or  by  a  higher 
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tone  of  ferious  good  fenfe,  and  thofe 
united  charms  of a  cultivated  mind. 
Cowper  has  been  erroneoufly  rc- 
prefented  as  a  fedary  ;  he  was 
deliberately  attached  to  the  eftab- 
1  illied  religion  of  his  country,  and 
a  molt  ardent  friend  to  liberty, 
both  civil  and  religious.  He  was 
alfo  a  good  fcholar,  as  he  was  ver- 
fed  in" Greek,  and  Latin,  French 
and  Italian  ;  but  the  extraordinary 
incidents  of  his  life  precluded  him 
from  indulging  himfelf  in  a  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  books,  and  his  reading 
was  conformable  to  the  rule  or 
Pliny  — (C  Non  mult ci)  fed  muttumd * 

Cowper  poiTeffed,  in  his  origi¬ 
nal  motives  for  appearing  in  the 
character  of  a  poet,  the  belt  poflible 
prefervative  againft  this  double 
infelicity  of  mind.  His  predomi¬ 
nant  defire  was  to  render  his  poe¬ 
try  an  inftrument  of  good  to  man¬ 
kind  :  his  love  of  fame  was  a  fe- 
coodary  paffion,  and  like  all  his 
paffions  in  perfect  fubjeftion  to  the 
great  principles  of  religious  duty, 
which  he  made  the  rule  of  his  life. 
Yet  although  he  often  lamented 
the  ordinary  malevolence  of  perio¬ 
dical  criticifm,  as  a  difgrace  to 
literature,  he  looked  with  a  noble 
contempt  on  fuch  malignity,  when 
he  faw  it  difplayed  againft  himfelf, 
and  he  exulted  in  the  juft  idea  that 
malice  is  fometimes  fo  extravagant, 
as  to  produce  an  efteft  directly  op- 
pofite  to  its  own  bafe  intention. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Cowper  collected  from 
the  work  of  Mr.  Hay  ley,  but  the 
volumes  contain  copious  funds  of 
inftruCtion  and  entertainment,  be¬ 
yond  what  any  extract  can  convey. 
If  the  mind  of  a  man  is  worthy 
to  be  difplayed,  no  means  are  fo 
certain  and  fo  unexceptionable  as 
h-isgenuineLetters,  written  in  plain 
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fincerity,  and  not  defigned  for  pub¬ 
lication,  connected  by  explanatory 
narrative.  The  Letters  of  Mr. 
Cowper,  interfperfed  with  final! 
poems,  and  dilplaying  all  the  va¬ 
rieties  of  ferious  and  chaftely  huh 
morous  ftyle,  are  a  copious  and 
ufeful  addition  to  the  ftores  of  pub¬ 
lic  information  and  delight.  Nor 
are  they  fo  intirely  confined  to  his 
own  circumftances,  feelings  and 
views,  as  might  be  expected  from 
the  Letters  of  a  mere  reclufe.  That 
reel ufe,  it  fhotild  be  remembered, 
had  enlarged  and  liberal  views  of 
the  world  and  its  contents,  a  grea 
acquaintance  with  books,  and  no 
final!  knowledge  of  men;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly,  his  Letters  often  con¬ 
tain  juft  and  fomewhat  furprifmg- 
reflections  on  palling  events,  and 
almoft  always,  when  ancient  or 
modern  literature  is  mentioned, 
candid,  learned  and  ingenious 
criticiim.  It  is  indeed  moil  de¬ 
lightful  to  fee  a  collection  of  Let¬ 
ters  by  an  eminent  author,  com- 
pofed  during  a  long  term  of  years, 
which  contains  not  one  phrafe  or 
word  which  a  pious  or  virtuous 
man  would  on  his  death  bed  reeret 

o 

to  have  written.  Some  opinions 
indeed  may  be  difputed,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  which  fo  ftrongly 
cenfure  the  education  of  youth  in 
public  fchools,  but  the  writer  is,  in 
general,  nearly  as  free  from  error, 
and  as  largely  endowed  with  reli¬ 
gion  and  virtue  as  it  is  poflible  for 
mere  man  to  be. 


An  Account  of  the  Ifland  of  Ceylon , 
containing  its  Hi/lory,  Geography , 
Natural  Hjlory ,  nvith  the  Manner: 
and  Qujloms  of  its  ncarim  Inhabi¬ 
tants , 
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iatttSj  to  'which  is  added ,  the  f our- 
ttal  of  an  Embajfy  to  the  Court  of 
Candy ,  By  Captain  Robert  Per - 
ti’valy  of  his  Majefy’s  Eighteenth 
»r  Royal  Lrijh  Regiment . 

IN  dedicating  this  work  to  his 
Royal  High  nets  the  Duke  of 
York,  the  author  pays  him  the 
following  well-merited  compli¬ 
ment.  “  Toyour  Royal  Highnefs, 
any  individual  of  the  Britilh  armies 
addrefles  himfelf  with  peculiar  con¬ 
fidence,  fmce  their  welfare  and 
encouragement  have  appeared  the 
principal  objects  of  your  life,  ever 
fince  the  attainment  of  your  pre¬ 
sent  exalted  fituation.  When  I 
fay  that  a  Heady  difeipline  and  a 
fpirit  of  loyalty  have  been  uni¬ 
formly  confpicuous  in  the  army  ; 
that  the  condition  of  the  foldier 
has  in  every  refpeCt  been  improved, 
and  that  every  comfort  of  which 
his  fituation  is  fufceptible  is  now 
attained :  when  I  attribute  all  thefe 
advantages  to  the  regulations  and 
the  cares  of  your  Royal  Highnefs, 

3  only  fpeak  the  fentiments  of 
every  officer  and  every  private  in 
his  Majefty’s  fervice.  To  him 
therefore  he  recommends  the  def- 
cription  of  a  Colony,  the  reten¬ 
tion  of  which  in  our  hands  muft 
prove  of  the  greatett  benefit  to  cur 
Eaft  India  trade,  and  our  commerce 
in  general.’ * 

Captain  Percival  arrived  in  Cey¬ 
lon  foon  after  its  capture,  and 
made  it  his  great  endeavour  to  ob¬ 
tain  all  the  information  which  an 
officer  in  his  fituation  had  it  n  his 
power  to  colled.  It  is  with  plea- 
fore  we  obferve  that,  of  late  years, 
it  has  become  ufual  with  Britilh 
officers  employed  on  expeditions, 
to  furvey  with  attention  the  places 
to  which  they  are  fent,  and  to  re¬ 


cord  the  refill t  of  their  obferve 
tions.  The  Englifii  officers  beings 
as  Mr.  Windham  has  juftly  ob- 
ferved  in  a  parliamentary  debate 
of  the  prefent  year,  better  gentle¬ 
men  than  thofe  in  any  other  fervice, 
this  mode  of  (hewing  their  literary 
acquirements,  is  at  onee  honourable 
and  advantageous.  The  benefit 
to  themfelves  and  the  country 
would  be  complete  if  it  could  be 
made  a  fafhion,  and  even  a  dutv 
among  them,  to  take  military  fur¬ 
vey  s,  and  to  form  plans  and  write 
memoirs  on  the  fortification,  attack 
and  defence  of  every  place  where 
they  are  ftationed,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  Such  productions 
would  not,  indeed,  find  their  way 
to  the  bookfellers,  but  befide  the 
benefit  which  the  nation  wbuld 
derive  from  a  feleCt  collection  of 
them  at  the  war-office,  the  officers 
themfelves  would  be  infinitely  im¬ 
proved  by  the  habit  of  bufinefs 
and  of  obfervation  thus  acquired. 
The  officers  in  the  French  army 
never  omit  fuch  labours,  and  their 
operations,  in  whatever  country 
they  may  be  placed,  are  muchfaci-, 
litated  by  the  documents  and  intel¬ 
ligence  thus  accumulated. 

In  the  work  now  under  confide- 
ration,  the  author  begins  with  & 
Hiftory  of  the  I  (land  previous  to  its 
being  taken  pofieffion  of  by  the  Eng- 
lifh.'  He  was  induced,  he  fays, 
by  curiofity,  and  the  contradictory 
and  romantic  accounts  he  had 
heard  of  this  Ifiand,  to  make  par¬ 
ticular  inquiries  with  regard  to 
its  prefent  Hate ;  and  found  an 
agreeable  amufement  in  taking 
notes  of  fuch  faCts  and  objects  as 
appeared  remarkable.  In  the  pro- 
fecution  of  his  inquiries,  however, 
he  found  that  they  might  be  ren¬ 
dered  conducive  to  objects  of  in¬ 
finitely* 
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finitely  greater  importance  than 
temporary  amufemenr.  The  ac¬ 
counts  hitherto  publiihcd  of  this 
Illand  had  been  extremely  imper¬ 
fect  ;  as  the  watchful  jealoufy 
of  the  Dutch  both  excluded  the 
refearches  of  Grangers,  and  pre¬ 
vented  their  own  people  from  pub- 
lifhing  any  obfervations  which 
they  might  have  made  during 
their  (lay  in  the  Illand.  Owing 
to  thefe,  and  other  caufes,  the 
information  to  be  derived  from  the 
Dutch  was  very  fcanty  and  im¬ 
perfect.  fc  Previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  Portuguefe,”  Captain  Perci- 
val  obferves,  “  little  is  known  of  the 
Illand  of  Ceylon.  It  is  faid  to 
have  been  celebrated  for  its  fpices 
even  in  the  earlieft  ages ;  and  it 
is  hence  that  Solomon  is  fuppofed 
to  have  brought  the  fpiceries  and 
precious  {tones,  for  the  ufe  and 
embellifhment  of  his  temple. 
Such  vague  traditions,  however, 
are  nowife  to  be  depended  upon ; 
and  the  traditions  of  the  natives 
throw  no  light  whatever  on  the 
ancient  date  of  the  Illand.  In  the 
traditionary  accounts  which  are 
current  among  the  Ceylonefe,  we 
have  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
catalogue  of  fome  of  their  princes 
accompanied  by  a  long  lilt  of  high 
founding  , titles,  and  fome  unin- 
terelting  details  of  their  petty 
wars  and  commotions.  From  fome 
of  thefe  accounts  which  have  been 
committed  to  manufcript,  we 
learn  that  Lankaw  Patti  Mahad- 
afeyn,  or  much  beloved  offspring 
of  the  always  moving  Sun,  who 
lived  at  a  diltant  period,  was 
fovereign  of  the  whole  Illand. 
His  two  grandfons,  however, 
quarrelled  about  the  polfedions 
which  had  been  left  them,  and  at 
lad  compromifed  their  difputes  by 
Vo Le  XLV.  or  Vql.  IIL  Ne 
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dividing  thellland  between  them ;  t9 
the  one  were  allotted  the  interior 
parts  which  form  the  prefent  king¬ 
dom  of  Candy,  and  to  the  other 
all  the  low  country  bordering  on 
the  fea  coads.  This  divifion  of 
the  illand  gave  rife  to  a  long  feries 
of  civil  wars,  and  was  the  caufc 
of  much  blood-died.  It  alfo  fet 
the  example  of  partitioning  the 
kingdom  among  the  children  of 
the  fovereign  ;  and  owing  to  th^s 
caufe  there  were  not  lefs  than  dx 
or  feven  princes  who  reigned  at 
the  fame  time  over  feparate  divi- 
fions  of  Ceylon.  By  this  means 
a  fpirit  of  didenfion,  and  ideas  of 
feparate  intered,  were  introduced 
among  the  natives  of  the  feveral 
provinces  ;  and  although  they 
became  afterwards  united  under 
the  fame  monarch,  yet  they  were 
rendered  lefs  zealous  in  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe,  and  more  apt  to  be 
moved  by  the  arts  of  their  enemies* 
who  found  their  intereds  in  dirring 
up  the  civil  commotions  among 
them.  After  the  Illand  had  long 
been  haraded  by  the  perpetual 
quarrels  of  its  Princes,  Zinale 
Darma  Seria  Adafeyn  at  lad  was 
enabled  to  fubdue  all  his  competi¬ 
tors,  and  to  edablifh  himfelf  firmly 
as  its  foie  monarch.  He  married 
his  coufin,  who  was  |fo  famed  for 
her  perfonal  charms,  as  to  acquire 
the  name  of  Roke  Wandiggie,  or 
the  beautiful  Queen.  Prom  this 
union  fprung  the  Princes  who 
ruled  over  Ceylon  when  it  was  fird 
vidted  by  the  Porruguefe,  in  1 505/* 
An  intered ing  account  follows 
of  the  date  of  the  Illand,  during 
the  afcendancy  of  the  Portuguefe, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  that  of 
the  Dutch.  Thefe  people  having 
acquired  podefilon  and  power  by 
the  alternate  ufe  of  fraud  and 
v  Series#  L  force*. 
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force,  retained  it  till  near  the  end 
of  the  laft  century.  Such  was 
the  difficulty  of  approaching 
that  ifland,  except  in  a  very  few 
points,  and  fuch  was  the  ftrength 
of  the  Dutch,  and  the  weaknefs 
of  moft  other  nations  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe,  that  very 
few  attempts  were  made  to  wreft 
it  from  them.  Soon  after  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Portuguefe,  the 
French  feemed  inclined  to  difpute 
the  poffieffion  of  Ceylon.  They 
appeared  off  the  Ifland  with  a 
large  fleet,  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  the  native"  Prince,  and  a- 
vowed  their  determination  to 
drive  out  the  Dutch.  All  thefe 
threatening  movements  however 
ended  in  nothing  ;  an  enterprize 
planned  without  wifdom  was  exe¬ 
cuted  without  fpirit,  and  imaginary 
obftacles  prevented  the  French 
from  even  attempting  to  gain  a 
footing  on  the  Ifland. 

An  attempt  of  the  Englifh,  to¬ 
wards  the  concluiion  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  was  likely  to  prove  more 
formidable  to  the  power  of  the 
Dutch  in  Ceylon.  The  vigorous 
enterprize  of  the  Englifh  had 
already  procured  them  a  great 
afcendancy  in  India ;  and  they 
were  at  this  time  purfuing  their 
conquefts  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft.  The  flation  of  the  Dutch 
at  Ceylon  proved  a  principal  ob- 
ffiacle  to  their  enterprizes,  as  their 
enemies  there  found  a  fecure  jfhelter 
to  their  fleets  at  all  feafons  of  the 
year,  and  could  readily  tranfport 
from  thence  men  and  military 
ilores  to  any  part  of  the  conti¬ 
nent.  A  fleet  under  the  command 
cl  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  having 
on  board  a  detachment  of  land 
forces,  commanded  by  Sir  Hedtor 
Munro,  was  therefore  difpatched 
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towards  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1782,  to.  attempt  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  this  Ifland.  On  the  fecond 
of  January  they  failed  from  Ne- 
gapamam,  a  Dutch  fettlement  on 
the  Coromandel  coaft,  which  they 
had  previoufly  reduced,  and  on 
the  fourth  they  arrived  in  the  bay 
of  Trincomalee.  Next  day  the 
troops  landed  without  oppofltion  ; 
and  on  the  following  night,  while 
the  governor  of  the  town  was  con- 
fidering  of  terms  of  capitulation, 
a  company  of  Engiifli  marines  fud- 
denly  made  their  way  through 
one  of  the  gates,  and  rendered 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  place 
without  refiftance.  Fort  Often- 
burg,  a  ftrong  fort  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  fituated  on  the  top  of 
a  hill,  and  commanding  the  har¬ 
bour,  ftill  continued  to  hold  out. 
In  a  few  days,  however,  it  was 
taken  by  a  {fault ;  the  garrifon, 
confifting  of  four  hundred  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  after  a  feeble  refiftance, 
threw  down  their  arms,  and  were 
made  prifoners  of  war.  'Such  a 
profperous  commencement  of  the 
enterprize  gave  the  happieft  prof- 
pe£t  of  fpeedily  reducing  the 
whole  Ifland  ;  and  Lord  Macart¬ 
ney,  then  governor  of  Madras, 
determined  to  lofe  no  time  to 
fecure  and  improve  this  valuable 
acquifltion.  An  officer  of  experi¬ 
ence  and  judgment  was  appointed 
to  command  the  fortrefs  of  Trin¬ 
comalee  ;  and  he  was  charged  to 
endeavour  by  every  means  to  con¬ 
ciliate  the  natives  to  the  Englifh, 
and  to  negled  no  meafure  which 
could  tend  to  ftrengthen  theBritifli 
intereft  in  the  Ifland.  Themoftfan- 
guine  hopes  were  enter  tained  of  the 
fuccefs  of  this  enterprize;  but  this 
fair  profpedl  was  foon  converted 
into  a  Unking  leffon,  that  dilatory 
*  '  me  a- 
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meafures  are  utterly  incompatible 
with  fuccefs  in  military  operations. 
It  was  retaken  by  Suffrein,  and 
all  further  efforts  againil  it  were 
unavailing.  In  the  laft  war  it 
was  captured  by  die  Englifh  with¬ 
out  any  great  effort,  and  their  pof- 
feffion  of  it  was  confirmed  by  the 
Treaty  of  Amiens. 

The  author  next  gives  a  gene¬ 
ral  defcription  of  - the  Ifland,  its 
form,  climate,  rivers,  and  other 
charadleriftic  circumftances,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  dependent  ifles, 
which  are  in  conliderable  num¬ 
ber,  and  about  which  much  new 
information  is  afforded.  The 
pearl  fifhery,  with  its  concomitant 
incidents  is  defcribed  with  minute- 
nefs  and  with  fpirit.  It  abounds 
in  curious  particulars  refpefting 
the  fifhery  itfelf,  and  the  manners, 
fuperftitions  and  frauds  of  thofe 
employed  in  it.  An  account  is 
next  given  of  Putallom,  remarka¬ 
ble  for  its  fait  pans.  This  place, 
before  the  arrival  of  Europeans 
on  the  I  Hand,  fupplied  the  natives 
with  fait ;  and  on  account  of  its 
convenient  fituation,  was  pitched 
upon  by  the  Dutch  for  manuladtur- 
ing  the  fait  with  which  they  fup¬ 
plied  the  King  of  Candy’s  domi¬ 
nions,  according  to  the  articles 
of  their  treaty  with  him.  The 
fait  pans  are  formed  bv  an  arm  of 
the  lea,  which  overflows  part  of 
the  country  between  Putallom 
and  Calpenteen.  A  very  large 
quantity  of  fait  was  manufactured 
here  by  the  Dutch  ;  they  looked 
upon  it  as  of  the  higheft  impor¬ 
tance  to  their  interefls  in  the 
Ifland,  and  the  moft  formidable 
weapon  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  employ  againft  the  na¬ 
tive  King,  as  it  was  impoflible  for 
him  to  procure  any  but  through 
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their  means.  Since  we  have  ob¬ 
tained  poffeflion  of  the  Ifland  this 
manufacture  has  been  almoft  entire¬ 
ly  neglefted.  It  is  capable  how¬ 
ever  of  being  rendered  very  pro¬ 
fitable,  as  it  is  the  only  one  of  the 
kind  on  this  fide  of  the  Ifland, 
and  the  moft  conveniently  fituated 
for  fupplying  the  King  of  Candy’s 
dominions.  The  Dutch  enabled 
fevere  laws  to  prevent  individuals 
from  manufacturing  or  trading  in 
this  article,  the  ,  government 
taking  upon  itfelf  the  management 
of  the  works,  and  the  care  of 
fupplying  both  its  own  fubjeCts 
and  the  Candians.  In  order  to 
keep  a  conftant  check  on  the' latter, 
the  Dutch  were  careful  not  to 
allow  them  too  great  a  quantity 
at  once  ;  and  whatever  remained 
at  Puiallom,  after  fupplying  the  de¬ 
mand  of  each  ye^r,  they  deftroyed, 
that  it  might  not  befeized  upon 
by  furprize.  The  village  of  Ni- 
gumbo  is  alfo  noticed,  and  a  narra¬ 
tive  enfues  of  the  capture  of  Co¬ 
lombo,  the  capital  of  the  Ifland, 
by  the  Englifh,  together  with  a. 
copious  defcription  of  the  town, 
its  fort,  harbour  and  in  habitants. 

Colombo,  the  capital  of  Ceylon, 
and  the  feat  of  Government,  Mr. 
Percival  obferves,  is  a  place  of 
very  conftderable  extent.  Al¬ 
though  Trincomalee,  on  account 
of  its  fituation  and  harbour,  be  of 
more  confequence  to  this  nation 
to  retain,  yet  Colombo  in  every 
other  refpeCt  is  greatly  fuperior. 
The  number  of  its  inhabitants  is 
much  greater ;  its  fort  and  Black 
town  are  much  larger  ;  the  country 
where  it  is  fituated  far  more  fer¬ 
tile,  and  the  rich  diftriCt  depending 
upon  it  much  wider,  being  not 
lei's  than  twenty  leagues  in  length, 
and  ten  in  breadth.  It  is  fituated 
h  2  in 
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m  the  weft5  or  rather  towards  the 
fcuth  weft  part  of  the  Ifland,  in 
about  7°  north  latitude,  and  780 
eaft  longitude  from  London*  He 
then  copioufty  defcribes  the  town 
and  fort  and  harbour.  ((  The 
houfes/*  he  fays,  ((  are  covered 
with  indented  tiles  ;  very  indif¬ 
ferently  indeed,  as  I  have  had 
occafion  to  remember  from  experi¬ 
ence.  During  the  rainy  feafon 
moft  of  them  admit  water  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  it  is  difficult  to  find 
a  dry  fpot  to  place  one’s  head  un¬ 
der.  I  have  frequently  been  obliged 
to  exert  my  ingenuity  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions  ;  and  after  all,  could  bare¬ 
ly  make  fhift  to  lleep  a  whole 
night  in  one  place  without  getting 
drenched.  The  chief  caufe  of 
thefe  difafters  to  the  tiles,  arifes 
from  the  crows  who  are  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  picking  up  bones  and  other 
things  from  the  ftreets  and  yards, 
and  carrying  them  to  the  tops  of 
the  houfes,  where  a  ftout  battle 
tifuajly  enfues  for  the  plunder,  to 
the  great  annoyance  of  the  people 
below,  and  the  continual  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  tiles.  The  monkies 
alfo,  a  number  of  whom  run  wild 
about  the  fort,  are  often  very 
troublefome,  and  lend  their  afiift. 
ance  indemolifhing  the  tiles.  Both 
the  crows  and  the  monkies  know 
how  to  avail  themfelves  of  any 
entrance,  which  they  find  or  make 
into  the  houfes ;  and  it  requires 
no  fmall  attention  to  prevent  them 
from  picking  up  loofe  articles. 
While  I  was  at  Colombo,  I  recol¬ 
lect  a  very  mifehievous  monkey 
who  ufed  to  run  wild  about  the 
fort,  and  was  fo  very  cunning, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  catch  him. 
One  day  he  fuddenly  made  his 
entrance  into  my  apartment,  carried 
off  a  loaf  of  bread  from  my  table,, 


and  made  his  efcape.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  the  alarm  to  an  officer 
I  oblerved  Handing  at  the  next 
door;  upon  which  he  ran  in  to 
fecurehisown  breakfaft  ;  but,  tohis 
great  mortification,  found  that  the 
monkey  had  been  before-hand  with 
him,  and  was  already  fcrambling 
up  to  the  roofs  of  the  houfes  with 
a  loaf  in  each  paw.  Next  day 
the  fame  monkey  fnatched  off  a 
very  fine  parrot  before  the  gentle¬ 
man’s  face  to  which  it  belonged, 
tore  it  to  pieces,  and  then  held  it 
out  to  thegentleman,  with  many  ex- 
preffions  of  fatisfa&ionand  triumph 
at  the  exploit.” 

The  adjacent  country,  and  the 
different  claffes  ol  inhabitants  next 
engage  the  attention  of  the  author. 
rIhe  Dutch,  he  fays,  and  indeed 
the  Europeans  oi  every  other 
nation  but  our  own,  who  are  born 
and  refide  in  India,  differ  much 
in  their  habits  and  modes  of  life 
from  thofe  of  Europe.  Our  own. 
countrymen  alone,  in  whatever 
climate  or  fituation  they  are 
placed,  ftill  remain  fteady  to  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  though  the  prejudices 
oi  tile  people  among  whom  they 
live,  and  the  nature  of  the  climate, 
may  force  them  to  make  occafional 
deviations,  yet  they  never  alto¬ 
gether  lofe  fight  of  their  native 
habits.  Thechi'ef  trait  of  the  oriH- 
nal  Dutch  character,  which  thofe 
in  Ceylon  retain,  is  their  fond- 
nefs  for  gin  and  tobacco  :  in  other 
refpefts  they  adopt  the  cuftoms 
and  liftlefs  habits  of  the  country. 
As  they  make  no  effort  to  in- 
creafe  their  knowledge,  and  even 
appear  to  have  no  curiofity,  they 
are  of  courfe  ignorant  and  ftupid, 
without  capacity,  and  without 
defire  of  excelling  by  exertion. 

Their 
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Their  children  are  treated  with 
the  fame  negleT  as  other  objetfts, 
and  are  ufually  committed  to  the 
care  of  the  Haves.  Their  felfifh 
and  contracted  minds  become  equal¬ 
ly  callous  to  the  feelings  of  humani* 
ty,  and  their  poor  Haves  are  treated 
with  cruelty  upon  the  flighted  pro¬ 
vocation,  and  often  from  mere  ca¬ 
price.  Theconverfation  of  women, 
which  has  tended  fo  much  to  hu¬ 
manize  the  world,  forms  very  little 
of  a  Ceylonefe  Dutchman’s  enter¬ 
tainment.  Although  the  ladies 
make  part  of  the  company,  yet 
they  experience  none  of  that  at¬ 
tention  and  politenefs  to  which  the 
fair  fex  are  accuftomed  in  Europe. 
After  the  fir  ft  faiutations  are  over, 
the  men  feem  to  forget  that  the 
ladies  are  at  all  prefent ;  and  will  Ht 
a  whole  evening  talking  politics 
over  their  pipes,  without  once 
addrefling  the  women,  or  taking 
the  leaft  notice  of  them.  When 
fuch  is  the  treatment  which 
they  experience  from  the  men,  it 
is  not  to  be  expedled  that  the  wo¬ 
men  can  be  very  poliflied  or  (killed 
in  the  arts  of  pleaftng.  In  the 
forenoons  their  drefs  is  particular¬ 
ly  Hovenly.  1  have  feen  many  in 
a  morning  with  only  a  petticoat 
and  a  loofe  gown  or  jacket  upon 
them,  their  hair  rolled  up  in  a 
knot  on  the  crown  of  their  heads, 
and  without  either  flioes  or  dock¬ 
ings  ;  and  yet  thefe  very  women 
at  their  evening  parties  appeared 
d refled  out  in  abundance  ol  finery . 
Their  minds  are  ftill  lefs  cultivated 
than  their  bodies ;  and  they  are 
nearly  as  ignorant  on  their  wed¬ 
ding  day  as  in  (heir  infancy  ;  they 
are  early  given  up  entirely  to  the 
management  of  the  female  Haves, 
from  whom  they  imbibe  man¬ 
ners,  habits,  and  fuperflitious 
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notions,  of  which  they  can 
never  afterwards  diveft  them- 
felves.  As  they  find  fuch  a  cold 
reception  among  the  men,  they 
'  are  glad  to  return  to  the  atten¬ 
tions  and  obcifance  paid  them  in 
the  fociety  of  their  Haves,  to 
which  they  have  been  moft  ac- 
cuftomed.  Their  morals,  being 
derived  from  the  fame  fource,  are 
equally  deftitute  of  dignity  or 
virtue,  as  their  manners  are  of 
politenefs. 

A  race  known  by  the  name  of 
Port  rig  uefe  forms  another  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Ceylon.  They 
are  a  mixture  of  the  fpurious  des¬ 
cendants  of  the  feveral  European 
pofleflors  of  that  Ifland  by  native 
women,  joined  to  a  number  of 
Moors  and  Malabars.  A  colour 
more  approaching  to  black  than 
white,  with  a  particular  mode 
of  drefs,  half  Indian,  and  half 
European,  is  all  that  is  neceflary 
to  procure  the  appellation  of  4 
Portuguefe.  The  manners  of  the 
Portuguefe  inhabitants  differ  from 
thofe  of  the  Moors,  Malabars, 
and  other  Mahometans.  They 
affeft  rather  to  adopt  thofe  of  the 
Europeans  ;  and  wear  hats  inftea 
of  the  turbans,  and  breeches  in 
Head  of  pieces  of  cloth  which  other 
Indians  wear  wrapped  round  their 
waifts,  and  drawn  together  be¬ 
tween  their  legs  like  loofe  trow- 
fers.  Although  the  Black  Portu¬ 
guefe  univerfally  profefs  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  and  are  commonly 
Roman  Catholics,  yet  they  retain 
many  pagan  cuftoms,  and  their 
religion  may  be  confidered  as  4 
compound  of  both. 

The  Malays  form  another  race, 
and  of  them,  their  manners,  propen- 
fities  and  habits,  a  very  full  account 
is  given.  The  particulars  are  too 
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long  to  be  transcribed,  but  theftate- 
mentof  the  animofity  with  which 
the  Dutch  had  infpired  them 
againft  the  English  defer  ves  to  be 

O  O 

noticed.  ((  The  Dutch  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Ceylon  had  always  a 
regiment  of  Malays  in  their  fer- 
vice.  That  corps  for  a  confider- 
able  time  pail  feemed  to  form 
the  ftrength  of  their  garrifons, 
and  were  the  only  troops  which 
kept  up  difcipline ;  or  difplay- 
ed  any  fort  of  bravery  in  the 
held.  I  have  already  mentioned 
that  it  was  from  them  alone  that 
our  troops  met  with  any  oppofition 
either  at  Colombo  or  Trincomalee. 
They » feemed,  indeed,  to  have 
imbibed  fuch  a  rooted  averfion  for 
the  Englifh,  that  there  was  at 
hrft  little  appearance  of  their  ever 
becoming  our  friends.  This 
hatred  had  been  infpired  by  the 
ungenerous  policy  of  the  Dutch, 
who  endeavoured  to  fe'cure  their 
colonies  by  cherifhing  among  the 
natives  an  implacable  deteftation 
of  the  other  European  nations, 
and  in  particular  by  reprefenting 
the'  Englilh  as  a  nation  of  cruel 
and  inhuman  tyrants,  who  carried 
deliruftion  and  oppreflion  where- 
ever  they  came.  Thefe  bafe  and 
unjuftifiable  arts  were  not  how¬ 
ever  always  confined  to  mere  mif- 
reprefentation  ;  but  the  maffacre 
of  foreigners  was  at  times  had 
recpurfe  to  as  a  meafure  of  precau¬ 
tion.  The  infamous  affair  at 
An  boyna  has  through  the  whole 
world  circulated  the  eternal  dif- 
grace  of  the  Dutch  name.  There 
is  another  inftance  of  their  abomi¬ 
nable  policy  which  is  lefs  known 
in  Europe,  but  has  excited  general 
indignat  on  in  the  eaftern  world.  In 
the  year  1 798,  C  aptain  Packenham 


of  the  Refinance,  happening  to  be 
with  his  fhip  at  Timar,  one  of  the 
fpice  Iflands  which  we  have  lately 
conquered,  he  was  invited,  along 
with  bis  officers,  by  the  Dutch 
Governor  to  an  entertainment. 
Some  circumftances  prevented  the 
Captain  from  accepting  the  invi¬ 
tation  :  his  officers  however  went, 
and  found  with  aftonifhment  and 
horror,  that  the  Dutch  had  made 
hofpitality  a  pretext  to  obtain  an 
opportunity  of  affsffimating  them. 
They  were  fet  upon  without  the 
leaft  warning,  and  the  firfl  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  one  or  two  more  in- 
famoufly  murdered  with  fome 
Sepoys,  who  attempted  to  defend 
their  officers.  The  furgeon,  how¬ 
ever,  who  was  a  very  ftrong  man, 
with  the  affiftance  of  a  couple  of 
Sepoys  fought  his  way  to  the 
beach,  and  made  good  his  retreat 
to  the  fhip.  Upon  the  furgeon’s 
reprefenting  this  barbarous  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Dutch,  Captain 
Paekenham  inftantly  gave  orders 
to  fire  upon  the  town,  and  it  was 
in  confequenee  foon  reduced  to 
aihes.  The  Dutch  inhabitants, 
and  all  thofe  who  were  concerned 
in  the  maffacre,  fled  precipitately 
into  the  interior  of  the  ifland. 
Several  of  the  perpetrators  of  the 
crime  were  afterwards  taken,  and 
fullered  for  their  treachery.  By 
fuch  arts  as  I  have  defcrl bed,  , 
the  Dutch  fucceeded  in  infpiring 
the  Malays  with  the  moll  rooted 
averfion  to  our  countrymen;  and 
there  was  no  piece  of  atrocity 
which  they  were  not  ready  to 
commit  on  our  troops.  Several 
of  the  Malays  have  fince  told  me, 
that  on  our  taking  poffeffion  of 
Ceylon,  their  minds  had  been  ex¬ 
asperated  to  fuch  a  degree  by  mif- 

reprefen- 


l 


155 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


lbeprefentation,  and  an  affurance  of 
the  Dutch  that  the  Englifb  would 
give  them  no  quarter,  as  to  deter¬ 
mine  them  to  do  us  all  the  mifchief  in 
their  power.  The  cowardly  and 
bafe  conduft  of  the  Dutch,  how¬ 
ever,  both  in  yielding  without 
refill:  a  nee  to  our  troops,  and  in 
abandoning  the  Malays,  who 
fought  their  battles,  to  their  fate, 
has  completely  alienated  the  Ma¬ 
lays  from  their  former  mailers. 
They  now  look  upon  the  Dutch 
with  contempt,  and  call  to  mind 
their  former  tyrannical  behaviour  ; 
while  the  brave  and  open  cor- 
duft  of  the  Englidi  has  gone  far 
to  do  away  their  former  prejudices 
againll  us.  After  the  capture  of 
Colombo,  the  Malays  for  the  firft 
time  durino;  our  long;  intercourfe 
with  India  entered  into  our  fervice. 
The  regiment  ftationed  there  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Dutch  was 
Trough t  over  to  the  Britifh,  and 
the  command  given  to  Captain 
Whitlie,  one  of  the  Ead  India 
Company’s  officers.  By  his  af- 
fiduous  exertions,  and  judicious 
conduct  in  the  management  of 
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them  during  a  confiderable  time, 
this  corps  was  brought  to  a  very 
excellent  Hate  of  difeipline,  and 
rendered  much  attached  to  our 
Government.  They  have  dnee 
behaved  univerfally  with  great 
refpedt  and  obedience  to  their 
European  officers,  and  from  being 
always  well  ufed  by  us  have  con¬ 
tracted  a  fincere  regard  to  our 
fervice.” 

The  native  Ceylonefe  are  next 
deferibed.  Thofe  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  Europeans  retain  their 
original  appellation  of  Cinglefe , 
while  thofe  who  live  in  thofe  parts 
which  acknowledge  only  the  au¬ 
thority  of  their  native  Princes, 
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are  dillinguilhed  by  the  name  of 
Candians ,  from  the  country  they 
inhabit.  The  conllant  inter¬ 
courfe  of  the  Cinglefe  with  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  the  averfion  which 
the  Candians  have  uniformly 
entertained  to  their  feveral  in¬ 
vaders,  have  introduced  confider¬ 
able  (hades  of  difference  into  the 
manners  of  thefe  two  branches  of 
the  fame  people ;  but  in  moll 
points  they  dill  continue  to  refera¬ 
ble  each  other.  Their  manners 
and  cuftoms  are  peculiar  in  many 
refpefts,  and  not  without  intereft. 
Their  language  appears  almoft 
completely  peculiar  to  this  Illand. 
It  its  fpoken  by  none  of  the  Ma- 
labars  or  other  nations  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  India  ;  nor  can  any  of 
them  be  indru&ed  in  it  without 
confiderable  difficulty.  They  di¬ 
vide  their  time  nearly  as  we  do, 
only  their  year  commences  on  the 
28th  of  March.  The  manner  in 
which  they  make  allowance  for 
Leap  year,  and  the  odd  portions 
of  time  which  are  not  reducible 
to  the  regular  calculation,  is  by 
beginning  their  year  a  day  fooner 
or  later,  or  in  other  words  by 
adding  a  day  to  the  former  year. 
Their  learning  and  arts  are  at  a 
very  low  ebb. 

Their  religion  is  disfigured  by 
the  mod  abfurd  fu  perdition. 
Omens  regulate  their  whole  con¬ 
duct,  and  even  decide  on  their 
deftiny  from  their  birth.  When 
a  child  is  born,  the  brd  dep  is 
to  call  the  adrologer,  and  enquire 
of  him  whether  it  is  dedined  to  be 
fortunate  or  unfortunate.  If  the 
adrologer  declares  it  was  born  to 
misfortune,  they  frequently  antici¬ 
pate  its  future  evils  by  dedroying 
it.  On  going  out  in  a  morning, 
they  anxioudy  obferve  the  drd  ob- 
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j€&  which  occurs  to  them,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  opinion  of  its 
good  or  bad  luck,  they  prognofti- 
cate  whether  the  bufinefs  they  go 
about  {hall  be  profperous  or  unfuc- 
cefsful.  A  white  man,  or  a  woman 
with  child,  are  looked  upon  as 
omens  particularly  fortunate ;  but 
to  meet’  with  a  beggar  or  a  de¬ 
formed  perfon,  they  account  it  a 
grievous  mifchance,  and  will  not 
proceed  for  that  day  on  their  in¬ 
tended  bufnets  if  they  can  avoid 
it.  Many,  even  of  thofe  who 
have  been  con  ver  ted  to  Chriftianity, 
fHll  labour  under  their  original 
terrors  j  and  look  with  regret  and 
envy  on  the  fortitude  of  the  Euro¬ 
peans  that  are  able  to  refill  thefe 
delufions ;  for  delufions  they  own 
and  believe  them  to  be,  even  while 
they  groan  under  their  influence. 
Their  devotion  is  a  mixed  or  rather 
multifarious  worftiip,  Eefide  the 
one  Supreme  Being,  who  is  wor- 
fhippedas  the  Creatorand  Ruler  of 
heaven  and  earth,  they  have  a 
srumber  of  inferior  deities,  as  well 
as  tormenting  demons.  The  in¬ 
ferior  deities,  'who  watch  over 
them  for  good,  are  fuppofed  to  be 
the  fouls  of  good  men  j  while  the 
demons  are  looked  upon  as  the  fpi. 
tits  of  the  wicked  ;  and  both  are 
fuppofed  to  a  (ft  by  the  permiflion  of 
the  Supreme  Being.  The  next  in 
dignity  to  him  is  their  God  Bud- 
don,  the  Saviour  of  Souls.  This 
idea  of  a  Saviour  feems  in  fome 
degree  to  pervade  every  religion 
in  the  world,  although  tainted’ by 
a  variety  of  different  fuperftitions 
which  are  joined  to  it ;  and  what 
is  remarkable,  the  expectations 
formed  frem  the  interference  of 
this  Saviour  are  in  almost  every 
feligion  nearly  the  fame.  Buddon, 


according  to  the  mod  general  tra¬ 
dition,  was  originally  the  fpirit  of 
a  good  man,  who  was  again  fent 
to  revifit  the  earth  ;  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  performed  a  prodigious  number 
of  virtuous  actions,  and  been  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  different  fhapes,  re-afeended 
into  Heaven,  and  is  {till  employed 
in  procuring  the  pardon  of  his 
worfhippers.  ri  hepriefts  of  Buddon 
are  in  Ceylon  accounted  fuperior 
to  all  others.  They  are  called 
Tirinanxes ,  and  are  held  in  high 
eflimation  at  the  Court  of  Candy, 
where  indeed  they  have  the  chief 
management  of  affairs.  The  king 
has  no  authority  over  them,  but 
endeavours  to  gain  their  good-will 
by  refpeCting  their  immunities,  and 
loading  them  with  diflinCtions. 
The  priefls  of  the  inferior  deities, 
called  Gomes,  though  dreffed  in 
the  fame  manner  with  the  Tirinan¬ 
xes,  are  eafily  diflinguifliable  by 
the  fmaller  degree  of  refpeCt  which 
is  paid  them.  They  are  continual¬ 
ly  met  in  their  wandering  excur- 
fions  over  the  illand  ;  and,  like  all 
thefe  of  the  fame  clafs  in  India, 
are  a  fet  of  lazy,  impudent  vaga¬ 
bonds,  ■who,  without  any  exertion 
or  induflry,  are  enabled  to  live 
well  by  the  extortions  which  they 
praClifp  on  the  people.  The  im* 
mortality  of  the  foul,  and  the  re- 
furredion  of  the  body,  are  tenets 
firmly  believed  among  all  the  Cey- 
lonefe.  1  hey  believe  that  the 
fouls  of  the  juft  are  immediately 
after  death  admitted  into  the 
rank  ofGods,  and  that  their  ancient 
prophets  and  good  kings  are  long 
fince  employed  in  exercifmg  the 
powers  of  this  ftation  :  while  on 
the  other  hand,  the  fouls  of  the 
wicked,  particularly  of  unjuft  ty¬ 
rants 
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rants  and  impious  prieds,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  palled  into  wild 
beads  and  reptiles. 

The  dominions  of  Candy,  with 
the  civil  and  military  eldablifh - 
ments  of  the  Sovereign,  are  next 
defcribed,  and  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  Cinglefe  and  Candians 
particularly  noticed. 

In  another  chapter  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  race  of  people  called  Bedahs 
or  Vaddahs  is  defcribed.  They 
inhabit  the  deeped  recedes  of  the 
woods,  and  their  origin  has  never 
been  traced,  as  no  other  race  can 
be  found  in  the  eaftern  world  which 
correfponds  with  them.  They 
are  generally  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of 
the  I  (land,  who,  upon  being  over¬ 
whelmed  by  their  Cinglefe  inva¬ 
ders,  preferred  the  independence  of 
favages,  to  a  tame  fubmiffion.  A 
current  tradition,  however,  aligns 
them  a  different  origin.  It  is  re¬ 
lated  that  they  were  cad  away  on 
the  ifland,  and  chofe  to  fettle  there  ; 
but  refufing,  upon  a  certain  occa- 
don,  to  aflift  the  King  in  his  wars 
againd  fome  foreign  enemies,  they 
were  driven  out  from  the  fociery 
of  the  natives,  and  forced  to  take 
up  rheir  abode  in  the  mod  unfre¬ 
quented  foreds.  Some  imagine 
that  the  Bedahs  are  merely  a  part 
of  the  native  Candians,  who  chofe 
to  retain  their  ancient  favage  free¬ 
dom,  when  their  brethren  of  the 
plains  and  valiies  fubmitted  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  earth,  and  the 
redraints  of  fociety.  This  opini¬ 
on  reds  intirely  on  thofe  Bedahs, 
who  are  mod  known,  fpeaking  a 
broken  dialed!  of  the  Cinglefe, 
It  is,  however,  by  no  means  afcer- 
tained  that  this  is  the  univerfal 
language  of  the  Bedahs ;  nor  is 
any  account  of  their  origin  fup- 
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ported  by  the  flighted  fhadow  of 
proof.  The  Bedahs  are  fcattered 
over  the  woods  in  different  parts 
of  Ceylon,  but  are  mod  numerous 
in  the  province  of  Bintan,  which 
lies  to  the  north  ead  of  Candy  in 
the  direction  of  Trincomaiee  and 
Batacolo.  The  tribe  found  in 
this  quarter  acknowledges  no  au¬ 
thority  but  that  of  its  own  chief 
and  religious  men.  They  are 
completely  favage  here,  and  have 
never  entered  into  any  intercourfe 
with  the  other  natives,  or  fcarcely 
ever  feen  by  them.  They  fubfid 
entirely  by  hunting  deer  and  other 
animals,  with  which  their  foreds 
fupply  them.  The  cultivation 
of  the  ground  is  an  a,rt  which  they 
never  attempt  to  pra&ife.  They 
deep  either  on  trees  or  at  the  foot 
of  them  :  and  in  the  latter  cafe, 
they  place  thorns  and  other  bufhes 
all  around  them  to  keep  off  wild 
beads,  or  by  their  rudling  to  give 
warning  of  their  approach.  As 
foon  as  the  lead  noife  roufes  his 
apprehenfion,  the  Bedah  climbs  up 
the  tree  with  the  utmoft  expertnefs 
and  celerity.  As  the  Bedahs  chief¬ 
ly  live  by  the  produce  of  thechace, 
they  acquire  by  habit  an  aftonifh- 
ing  dexterity  in  this  employment. 
They  learn  to  deal  through  the 
bufhes  fo  warily  and  filently,  that 
they  often  come  uriperceived  with¬ 
in  reach  of  the  deer ;  when  they 
throw  their  little  axes  fo  dexterous¬ 
ly,  that  the  animal  feldom  efcapes 
alive.  The  dogs  of  the  Bedahs 
are  remarkable  for  their  fagacity, 
and  not  Only  readily  trace  out 
game,  but  alfo  diftinguifh  one  fpe- 
cies  of  animal  from  another.  On 
the  approach  of  any  carnivorous 
animal,  or  of  a  dranger,  they  im¬ 
mediately  put  their  maders  upon 
their  guard.  Thefe  faithful  ani¬ 
mals 
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mals  are  indeed  invaluable  to  them, 
and  conftitute  their  chief  rid  les. 
When  their  daughters  are  married, 
hunting  dogs  form  their  portion  ; 
and  a  j^edah  is  as  unwilling  to  part 
with  his  dog  as  an  Arabian  with 
his  horfe. 

Thole  Bedahs'-  who  venture  to 
converfe  with  the  other  natives, 
are  reprefen  ted  to  he  courteous, 
and  in  add  refs  far  beyond  their 
Hate  of  civilization.  Their  reli¬ 
gion  is  little  known.  They  have 
their  inferior  deities  correfponding 
to  the  demons  of  the  Cinglefe, 
and  obferve  certain  feftivals.  On 
thefe  occafions  viduals  of  various 
forts  are  placed  at  the  root  of  a 
tree,  and  the  ceremonies  of  the 
feftival  confift  in  dancing  round 
them. 

The  animals  of  Ceylon  are  next 
defcribed,  beginning  with  the 
Elephant,  concerning  whom  many 
new  and  curious  particulars  aro 
difclofed.  Horfes  are  little  ufed 
for  draft  or  burthen,  thofe  labours 
ctre  chiefly  performed  by  oxen  and 
buffaloes.  Among  the  wild  beads 
of  the  I  Hand,  are  the  tyger  and  the 
tyger-cat,  the  leopard,  though  not 
often  found,'  the  jackail,  the  hyena 
and  the  bear,  a  great  variety  of 
jxionkies,  which  are  very  deftruc- 
tive;  porcupines,  racoons,  armadil- 
loes,  fquirrels  and  mungoofes. 

The  Indian  ichneumon  is  a 
fmali  creature,  in  appearance  be¬ 
tween  a  weazel  and  a  mungoofe. 
It  is  of  infinite  ufe  to  the  natives 
from  its  inveterate  enmity  to 
fnakes,  which  would  otherwife 
render  every  footftep  of  the  travel¬ 
ler  dangerous.  I  he  proofs  of 
fagacity  which  I  have  feen  in  this 
little  animal  are  truly  furprizing,_ 
and  afford  a  beautiful  inftance  of 
the  wifdomwith  which  Providence 


has  fitted  the  powers  of  every  ani¬ 
mal  to  its  particular  fituation  on 
the  globe.  This  diminutive  crea¬ 
ture,  on  feeing  a  fnake  ever  fo 
large,  will  irrft  aptly  dart  on  it  and 
feize  it  by  the  throat,  provided  he 
finds  himfelf  in  an  open  place  where 
he  has  an  opportunity  of  running 
to  a  certain  herb,  which  he  knows 
inftindlivejy  to  be  an  antidote 
again  ft  the  poifon  of  the  bite,  if  he 
fhould  happen  to  receive  one. 

The  fiormoufe,  or  flying  fox, 
like  the  bat,  partakes  of  the  ap¬ 
peal  ance  both  of  the  bird  and  qua¬ 
druped*  and  its  name  is  derived 
from  the  great  refemblance  of  its 
head  and  bodv  to  the  fox.  Its 
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body  is  about  the  fize  of  an  ordina¬ 
ry  cat :  the  wings  when  extended 
meafure  from  the  tip  of  the  one  to 
that  of  the  other  upwards  of  fix 
feet ;  and  the  length  of  the  animal 
from  the  nofe  to  the  tail,  of  which 
it  has  barely  the  name,  is  about 
two  feet.  The  fiormoufe  lives  in 
the  woods,  and  perches  on  the  tail- 
eft  trees.  While  aileep  or  inactive 
thefe  animals  fufpend  themfelves 
by  the  feet  from  the  branch¬ 
es,  and  continue  to  hang  in  this 
manner  as  if  they  were  dead.  The 
night  is  thefeafon  of  theirattivity  : 
at  that  time  they  fly  about  with  a 
horrid  noife,  and  devour  all  the 
fruit  which  they  can  come  at.  To 
prevent  their  ravages,  ftrong  nets 
are  thrown  over  the  fruit  trees, 
and  a  fort  of  rattle  made  of  pieces 
of  board  fo  contrived  as  to  clap 
together  and  frighten  them  away 
with  its  noife.  The  flying  foxes 
alfo  fee  by  day,  and  often  fly  about 
obferving  where  fruit  is  to  be 
found *  but  they  defer  their  attack 
upon  it  till  night,  and  generally 
keep  among  the  thick  woods  till 
dark. 
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The  rats  are  very  numerous  and 
exceedingly  troublefome.  There 
are  fpecies  betides  thofe  common 
in  Europe :  the  moll  obferVable 
are  the  blind- rat,  the  mufk-rat, 
and  the  bandy -coot.  The  mufk- 
rat,  or  perfuming-fhrew,  is  very 
fmall,  with  a  long  fnout,  much 
extended  beyond  the  under  jaw. 
In  running  about  it  makes  afqueak- 
ing  noife  like  a  fquirrel,  but  much 
fhriller  and  louder.  From  the  in¬ 
tolerable  fmell  of  mufk  which  ac¬ 
companies,  and  remains  behind, 
thefe  animals  wherever  they  go, 
they  are  very  difagreeable  inmates  ; 
and  there  is  fcarcely  a  houfe,  in 
Colombo  particularly,  which  has 
not  been  ftrongly  fcented  by  them 
in  every  corner.  Many  articles 
are  rendered  entirely  ufelefs  by 
the  fmell  of  mufk  which  they 
communicate  in  merely  running 
oyer  them.  For  it  is  a  certain 
fad,  that  of  fo  penetrating  a  nature 
is  their  effluvia,  that  if  they  even 
pafs  over  a  bottle  of  wine  ever  io 
well  corked  and  fealed  up,  it  be¬ 
comes  fo  ftrongly  tainted  with 
mufk  that  it  cannot  be  ufed  ;  and  a 
whole  cafk  may  be  rendered  ufelefs 
in  the  fame  manner. 

The  birds  of  Ceylon  are  a  very 
numerous  clafs.  All  forts  of  our 
domeflic  poul try ,  t u  rkey s  excepted , 
are  natives  of  the  bland;  and  there 
are  few  birds  found  in  our  woods 
or  marfhes  that  do  not  here  abound. 
Ducks,  geefe,  pheafants,  parrots, 
and  parroquets,  are  all  found  in 
great  numbers,  both  wild  and  tame ; 
and  ufually  in  flocks.  The  lo<wrze} 
or  lory  is  a  fpecies  cf  parrot,  and 
varies  in  its  fize.  Snipes  are  found 
in  great  plenty  in  the  hot  feafon, 
which  is  the  befl  time  for  fhooting 
them.  The  florican  is  a  fpecies 
of  the  crane  kind,  about  the  fize 
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and  weight  of  a  large  capon,  and 
is  efteemed  excellent  eating,  The 
banksofthe  rivers  and  lakes  abound 
with  Forks,  cranes,  herons,  and 
water-fowls  of  various  defcriptions. 
Woodpeckers  are  found  with 
beautiful  top  knots  of  a  golden  co¬ 
lour.  Pigeons,  both  wild  and 
tame,  form  a  prominent  part  of  the 
I  (land  of  Ceylon.  The  moft  re» 
markable  fpecies  is  the  cinnamon, 
pigeon,  fo  called  from  being  par¬ 
ticularly  partial  to  the  cinnamon 
woods.  It  is  of  a  beautiful  green 
colour,  and  is  as  large  as  our  com¬ 
mon  fowl.  There  are  a  few  par¬ 
tridges,  of  the  final!  red-legged 
kind,  found  on  the  weft  coafts' be¬ 
tween  Nigumbo  and  Manaar. 

Among  a  great  variety  of  (mail¬ 
er  birds,  we  particularly  diftin- 
guifh  the  honey -bird.  If  is  fo 
called  from  a  peculiar  inftinft  by 
which  it  difcovers  the  honey  con¬ 
cealed  in  trees.  As  if  defig-ned* 
for  the  fer-vice  of  the  human  fpecies, 
this  bird  continues  to  flutter  about 
and  make  a  great  noife  till  it  has 
atlracletj  the  notice  of  fomeperfon, 
and  induced  him  to  follow  the 
Courfe  it  points  out  to  him.  It 
then  flutters  before  him,  till  it  has 
led  him  to  the  tree  where  the  bees 
have  lodged  their  treafure.  The 
man  then  carries  off  the  honey, 
leaving  a  little  for  the  ufe  of  the 
bird,  which  filently  and  contentedly 
wTatches  till  it  is  permitted  to  en¬ 
joy  its  reward.  As  foon  as  it  has 
eaten  up  its  portion,  it  renews  its 
noife,  and  goes  in  queft  of  another 
tree,  followed  by  the  man,  who 
finds  a  guide  here  provided  for  him 
by  nature.  The  crows  here,  as  in 
every  other  part  of  India,  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  impudent  and  trouble¬ 
fome  ;  and  it  is  found  very  difficult 
to  exclude  them  from  the  houfes, 
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which,  on  account  of  the  heat,  are 
built  open,  and  much  expofed  to 
fiich  intruders.  They  are  fo  au¬ 
dacious,  that,  like  ihe  fabled  har¬ 
pies,  they  will  frequently  fhatch 
bread  and  meat  from  the  dining 
table,  even  when  it  is  furrounded 
with  guefls.  In  fhape  they  ex¬ 
actly  refemble  our  common  crow, 
but  in  fize  are  generally  fmaller. 
They  abound  in  every  town,  fort 
and  village,  on  the  ifiand  :  as  if 
particularly  addicted  to  the  fociety 
of  man,  they  arc  continually  feen 
hopping  about  among  the  habita¬ 
tions,  and  are  very  rarely  to  be  met 
with  in  woods  or  retired  places. 
Thefe  animals,  however,  though 
fo  exceedingly  troublefome,  and 
continually  on  the  watch  to  pick 
up  every  thing  that  comes  within 
their. reach,  (till  are  not  to  be  con- 
£dered  as  an  unneceffary  peft  en¬ 
tailed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  globe.  The  crows,  in 
faff,  are  very  important  benefac¬ 
tors  to  the  Indians,  and  by  their 
utility  amply  compenfate  for  their 
troublefome  knaveries.  As  they 
are  all  voracious  devourers  of  car¬ 
rion,  and  inftantly  eat  up  all  forts 
of  dirt,  offal,  and  dead  vermin  as 
foon  as  they  appear  ;  they  carry  off 
thofe  fubftances  which,  if  allowed 
to  remain,  would  in  this  hot  cli¬ 
mate  produce  the  moil  noxious 
fmells,  and  probably  give  rife  to 
putrid  diTorders.  On  this  account 
the  crows  are  much  efteemed  by 
the  natives,  their  mifchievous 
tricks  and  impudence  are  put  up 
with,  and  they  are  never  buffered 
to  be  (hot  or  other  wife  deftroyed. 

The  kites  and  vultures  are  very 
deftrufrive  to  the  feathered  tribes 
of  the  foreft;  but  where  troops  are 
encamped,  are,  like  the  crows,  very 


ufeful  in  removing  all  noifome 
matters. 

The  Indian  Roller  is  a  bird  re¬ 
markable  for  the  beauty  of  its  plu¬ 
mage  :  its  tail  is  ornamented  with 
two  feathers,  of  fingular  appearance 
and  remaikable  length. 

The  yellow  crowned  thrufh, 
which  is  here  kept  in  cages,  is  re¬ 
markable  for  its  powers  of  imita¬ 
tion,  and  can  readily  repeat  every 
note  which  it  hears.  It  is  called 
in  Ceylon,  the  Miner,  and  is  black- 
ifh  with  a  yellow  bill  and  head. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  Taylor- 
bird  are  well  known.  There  are, 
befides,  in  Ceylon,  two  fpecies  of 
fly-catchers,  fwallows  which  never 
migrate,  two  fpecies  of  the  peacock, 
and  a  bird  called  the  jungle  fowl. 

The  reptiles  and  infefls  of  Cey¬ 
lon  are  exceedingly  numerous,  and 
there  are  feveral  fpecies  very  little 
known.  Serpents  particularly  a- 
bound  ;  among  them  are  the  covra- 
capello,  the  covra-marilla,  the 
whip-fnake,  the  grafs-fnake,  the 
water-fnake,  and  the  wood-fnake. 
The  rock-fnake  is  an  immenfe 
animal,  extending  to  thirty-feet 
in  length  ;  it  inhabits  chiefly  the 
rocky  banks  of  rivers.  Its  colour 
is  greyifh  with  broad  white  breaks, 
Thefe  lnakes,  though  formidable 
from  their  immenfe  fize,  are  per- 
feffly  free  from  poifon.  They  are, 
however,  deltruftive  to  fome  of 
the  fmaller  animals,  and  will  de¬ 
vour  kids,  goats,  hogs,  poultry. 
Sec.  flrft  twilling  their  tail  round 
their  prey,  to  break  its  bones  and 
fqueeze  it  to  death.  Before  I  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  Ifland,  fays  Mr.  Per- 
cival,  I  had  heard  many  flories  of 
a  monftrous  fnake,  fo  vaft  in  fize, 
as  to  be  able  to  devour  tigers  and 
buffaloes,  and  fo  daring  as  even  to 
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attack  the  Elephant.  I  made 
every  enquiry  on  the  fpot  concern- 
ins:  this  terrible  animal,  but  not 
one  of  the  natives  had  ever  heard 
of  the  monfter.  Probably  thefe 
fabulous  ftories  took  their  rife 
from  an  exaggerated  account  of 
the  rock-fnake. 

Alligators  of  an  immenfe  fize 
infeft  all  the  rivers  of  Ceylon,  and 
render  them  every  where  very  dan¬ 
gerous:  many  perfons  continually 
fall  viftims  to  them. 

The  Guana  in  appearance  very 
much  refembles  the  alligator.  It 
is  a  very  difguftinganimal  to  look 
at,  but  is  perfeftly  harmlefs,  and 
lives  in  holes  in  the  ground.  It  is 
efteemed  good  food  by  the  natives, 
and  makes  excellent  curry,  or  rich 
foup.  The  flelh  taftes  very  like 
that  of  a  rabbit. 

An  immenfe  number  of  toads, 
lizards,  blood-fuckers,  cameliom, 
and  a  variety  of  others  of  the  fame 
clafs  abound  every  where  through¬ 
out  the  Ifland. 

Befides  the  leeches  employed  by 
the  apothecaries,  there  is  another 
fpecies  which  infeft  in  immenfe 
numbers  the  woods  and  fwampy 
grounds  of  Ceylon,  particularly  in 
the  rainy  feafon,  to  the  great  an¬ 
noyance  of  every  one  who  paftes 
through  them.  The  leeches  of 
this  fpecies  are  very  fmall,  not 
much  larger  than  a  pin  ;  and  are 
of  a  dark  red  colour,  fpeckled.  In 
their  motions  they  do  not  crawl 
like  a  worm,  or  like  the  leeches  we 
are  accuftomed  to  fee  in  Europe ; 
but  keep  conftantly  fpringing,  by 
firft  fixing  their  head  on  a  place, 
and  then  bringing  their  tail  up  to 
it  with  a  fudden  jerk,  while  at 
the  fame  time  their  head  is  thrown 
forwards  for  another  hold.  In  this 
manner  they  move  fo  exceedingly 
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quick,  that  before  they  are  per¬ 
ceived,  they  contrive  to  get  upon 
one’s  clothes,  when  they  immedi¬ 
ately  endeavour  by  fome  aperture 
to  find  an  entrance  to  the  fkin. 
As  foon  as  they  reach  it,  they  begin 
to  draw  blood ;  and  as  they  can 
effeft  this  even  through  the  light 
clothing  worn  in  this  climate,  it 
is  aimoft  impoflible  to  pals  through, 
the  woods  and  fwamps  in  rainy 
weather  without  being  covered 
with  blood.  Other  animals,  as 
well  as  man,  are  fubjeft  to  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  thefe  leeches.  Horfes  in 
particular,  from  their  exceftive 
plunging  and  kicking  to  get  rid 
of  thefe  creatures  when  they  fallen 
upon  them,  render  it  very  unfafe 
for  any  one  to  ride  through  the 
woods  of  the  interior. 

A  fpecies  of  flying  lizard  is 
found  here,  furnilhed  with  mem¬ 
branes,  extending  along  its  fides 
in  the  form  of  wings,  with  which, 
it  is  enabled  to  take  its  flight  from 
tree  to  tree.  It  is  not  above  nine 
inches  long,  and  is  perfeftly  harm¬ 
lefs,  although  it  is  the  only  animal 
known  which  refembles  the  fabled 
dragon.  The  infefts  of  Ceylon 
are  extremely  numerous.  There 
are  feveral  fpecies  of  fpiders  found, 
of  uncommon  fize  and  poifonous. 
Flies,  beetles,  butterflies,  mulket- 
toes,  cockroaches,  with  aimoft: 
every  infeft  known  in  Europe,  are 
here  found,  of  curious  fhapes,  and 
ornamented  with  a  variety  of  co¬ 
lours.  Ground  lice  and  ticks  plague 
the  dogs  to  fuch  a  degree  as  aimoft: 
to  make  them  mad.  Ants,  which 
are  here  found  of  every  fpecies, 
are  another  pell,  in  addition  to  the 
leeches ;  they  are  of  various  fpecies, 
including  the  white  ant,  which  in 
the  fpace  of  one  night,  will  demo¬ 
lish  and.  eat  up  all  the  boots,  fhoes 
/  and 
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and  bottoms  of  tranks  which  come 
in  their  way,  or  are  left  on  the 
ground.  This  is  never  done  but 
by  the  carelefThefs  of  the  black 
fervants.  In  camp,  the  furniture 
of  the  tents  is  placed  on  inverted 
bottles,  with  their  necks  planted 
in  the  ground,  which,  on  account 
of  the  flippery  nature  of  the  glafs, 
cannot  be  climbed  up  by  the  ants. 
In  the  dwelling  houfes,  the  trunks, 
chairs  and  bed  pods  are  for  the 
fame  reafon  placed  in  tin  veffels 
full  of  water. 

There  are  befides  black,  fcorpions 
and  centipedes  ;  a  fpider  with  legs 
not  lefs  than  four  incites  long,  and 
having  the  body  covered  with 
thick  black  hair.  The  webs  which 
it  makes  are  ftrong  enough  to  en¬ 
tangle  and  hold  even  fmall  birds, 
which  form  its  ufual  prey.  There 
is  alfo  an  infedt  found  here,  which 
refembles  an  immenfe  overgrown 
beetle.  It  is  called  a  carpenter, 
from  its  boring  large  holes  in  tim¬ 
ber,  of  a  regular  form,  and  to  the 
depth  of  feveral  feet,  in  which 
when  finifhed  it  takes  up  its  habi¬ 
tation. 

Fifh  of  every  fort  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  are  found  in  the  lakes  and 
rivers  of  Ceylon,  as  well  as  in  the 
furroundi.ng  leas.  Thofe  found  in 
the  frefh  water  are  much  more  re¬ 
markable  for  their  vail  numbers 
than  their  quality  ;  but  many  ex¬ 
cellent  kinds  of  ftfh  are  cauoht  all 
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round  the  coafts  of  the  ifland,  and 
form  a  principal  article  both  of  the 
traffic  and  food  of  the  natives. 

Ceylon  is  particularly  prolific 
in  plants.  Almoft  all  thofe  fruits 
which  are  peculiar  to  India  and 
the  countries  within  the  tropical 
climates,  are  here  found  in  great 
abundance  and  ofafuperior quality. 
Except  in  one  or  two  fpecies,  the 
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mangoes  of  M  a  Aegon,  and  the  man- 
derine  orange  of  China,  which  has 
within  thefe  laft'  few  years  been 
raifed  qt  Bombay,  this  ifland  main¬ 
tains  an  undeniable  fuperioriiy  over 
all  our  fettlements  on  the  continent 
of  India.  Among  the  fruits  which 
grow  fpontaneoufly  in  the  woods  of 
Ceylon,  are  found  moft  of  thofe 
'which  conftitnte  the  moft  delicious 
deferts  of  our  European  tables  ;  fuch 
as  pine-apples,  oranges,  •  pomegra¬ 
nates,  citrons,  limes,  melons,  plums, 
pumpkins,  water-melons,  fquafhes, 
figs,  almonds,  mulberries,  raifins, 
bilberries,  bogberries,  &c.  The 
mango  is  of  an  oblong  cylindrical 
form,  in  fh ape  and  fize  refembling 
an  egg.  Its  tafte  and  flavour  are 
peculiar,  and  it  is  reckoned  one  of 
the  moft  delicious  fruits  in  India. 
One  remarkable  circumftance  is, 
that  no  one  mango  refembles  ano¬ 
ther  plucked  from  the  lame  tree  in 
tafte  or  flavour.  The  manvufteen 
is  a  fruit 'very  highly  efteemed,  but 
one  of  the  rareft  in  Ceylon,  being 
only  found  in  one  or  two  gardens 
belonging  to  Dutch  gentlemen.  In 
appearance  this  fruit  refembles  the 
pomegranate,  but  the  pulp  is  more 
like  that  of  the  mango,  andconfifts 
of  fibres  full  of  juice.  It  is  efteem¬ 
ed  an  excellent  remedy  in  fluxes. 
There  are  many  other  fruits,  as 
the  Shaddock,  Rofe- apple,  Cufhoo, 
Katapa,  paupa,  tamarind,  plantain, 
andfome  others  too  often  deferibed 
to  need  any  obfervation.  There 
are  two  fpecies  of  the  bread-fruit 
tree.  Of  the  cocoa-tree  and  its 
various  ufes,  a  full  account  is 
given,  and  both  for  profit  and  plea¬ 
sure  a  more  valuable  vegetable  cart 
fcarcely  be  found. 

The  plant  which  produces  the 
Betel  nut  and  leaf  is  alfo  in  high 
eftimation.  The  other  productions 
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are  red  pepper  and  black,  carda¬ 
mons,  coffee  ;  the  palm,  the  fugar 
tree,  and  tea- plant ;  the  Talipot- 
tree,  from  the  leaves  of  which 
the  natives  make  umbrellas  ;  the 
banyan  and  cotton- trees  ;  feveral 
trees  of  ufe  in  making  furniture,  as 
the  tick-wood,  fatin-wood,  and 
calamander  ;  feveral  curious  plants, 
particularly  the  nndric-mal,  which 
is  employed  by  the  natives  to  fup- 
ply  the  want  of  clocks  ;  as  it  has 
the  quality  of  continuing  open  from 
four  in  the  evening  till  four  in  the 
morning,  and  remaining  fhuf  during 
the  other  twelve  hours ;  ebony  and 
many  plants  kfed  in  dying  and 
painting.  Rice  is  alfo  a  very  im¬ 
portant  proddcf,  but  Cinnamon  is 
the  ftaple  commodity,  and  in  the 
defcription  of  the  growth,  culture 
and  other  circumHances  relating  to 
this  valuable  production,  Captain 
Percival,  with  the  aid  of  infor¬ 
mation  derived  from  Dr.  Thun- 
berg,  employs  a  whole  chapter. 

The  minerals  of  Ceylon  are 
numerous,  and  the  Ifland  has  long 
been  particularly  famous  for  its 
precious  Hones,  of  which  we  find  not 
lefs  than  abput  twenty  different  forts. 
The  ruby,  the  topaz,  and  the  dia¬ 
mond  of  Ceylon  or  Matura,  are 
not  by  any  means  lo  valuable-  as 
thofe  of  Golconda  or  the  Brazils. 
The  fapphire,  amethyd,  aqua 
marine,  and  tourmalin,  are  on 
the  contrary  equal  to  thofe  of  any 
other  country.  Of  the  various 
Hones  defcribed,  an  enumeration 
would  be  an  ufelefs  labour  j  they 
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are  generally  fought  for  among 
the  hills  and  rocks,  and  along 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  where 
they  are  frequently  picked  up* 
By  the  river  which  paffes  Sit— 
tivacca,  and  divides  the  King’s 
country  from  ours,  they  are  par¬ 
ticularly  found.  The  violent  rains 
which  frequently  fall  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  I  Hand,  wafh  down 
thefe  Hones  from  the  hills ,  and 
when  the  rivers  begin  to  fubfide, 
and  get  clear  and  low,  they  are 
found  among  the  fands  of  the 
channels  which  are  then  left  dry. 

Lead,  tin,  and  iron  ores  arfe 
found  in  the  interior,  bur  they  are 
never  wrought  or  applied  to  any 
purpofe.  There  were  alfo  feveral 
mines  of  quick filler  wrought  by 
the  Dutch  in  Ceylon. 

There  are  alfo  hot-fprings  in 
Ceylon,  but  they  poffefs  few  mi¬ 
neral  qualities,  or  any  virtue  be- 
fide  their  heat,  which  is  of  a  tem¬ 
perature  not  unfavourable  for  hot 
bathing. 

The  author  concludes  with  at 
fenfibie  chapter  of  general  obfer- 
vations  on  the  Hate  of  the  Idandy 
and  the  advantages  likely  to  be 
derived  from  it  ;  and  in  an  Ap¬ 
pendix  he  has  given  a  brief 
journal  of  the  Embaffy  fent  by 
Governor  North  in  1 800,  to  the 
court  of  Candy. 

Such  is  the  abHraff  of  the  in¬ 
formation  difclofed  in  this  ufeful 
and  valuable  volume,  a  work  equal¬ 
ly  creditable  to  the  induHry,  and 
the  judgment  of  the  author. 
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